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Los Perales Students Return to the 1850s
By Lee Borrowman

Dressed in jeans, plaid shirts and
straw hats, or in gingham, aprons

and braids, the boys and girls in Mar-
grethe Ramirez’s 3rd grade class at Los
Perales last week got a little taste of
what life may have been like for stu-
dents in the days of one-room school
houses, goose-quill pens and dunce
caps. 

For two days, the students and
their teacher dressed for their roles as
pioneers. Children were assigned parts
to play as members of various pioneer
families, from poor immigrant farmers
to shopkeepers and wealthy ranchers. 

The usual clustered table groups
were separated and lined up to resem-
ble rows of benches, on which sat the
children ordered by age and gender.
Girls were allowed to go first in every-
thing, much to their delight.  Boys had
to learn when it was appropriate to re-

move their hats. Classroom lights were
left off.

In an illustration of the rote mem-
orization and recitation practices of the
day, Ramirez asked her students to
learn a short poem for their homework.
The following day, each and every
child in turn stood alone at the front of
the classroom and recited the poem. A
round of applause rewarded a success-
ful attempt. When one slipped up, the
entire class recited the poem again.
Twenty students and half again as
many recitations later, it seemed un-
likely that any would ever forget
“Trees.”  

Quill pens proved to be some-
thing of a challenge for many of the
students. Fortunately for their parents,
the children were armed only with
washable ink. Needle-point turned out
to be a more manageable endeavor, as

did writing with “charcoal” on slates.
Ramirez also read aloud to the class,
conducted a traditional spelling bee
and led the children in a lively game of
Ring Toss, among numerous other ac-
tivities.

The students prepared for the sim-
ulation by studying about the pioneers.
They read books such as “Sarah, Plain
and Tall,” and a section of their social
studies textbook entitled, “If You Trav-
eled West in a Covered Wagon.” 

Although technology did occa-
sionally intrude, in the form of period
music emanating from a cd player,
Ramirez successfully created as real an
historical experience as children in a
modern classroom could have , as evi-
denced by the excitement of the stu-
dents for the project and their
subsequent renewed appreciation for
life in the 21st century.

Just for fun, Ilene tries on the hat! Oliver and the boys try their hand at needlepoint
Ava writes with a feather
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We have Joined the

Revolution
Rheem Valley

CLEANERS

EM

Eliminate Oder
Prevent Allergies
Insect Repellant
Protect Colors and Clothes
Peaceful Mind

per garmet (pants, skirts, blaz-

ers, sweaters, polo shirts)

w/coupon, exp. 7/31

$ 3.50

Mon-Wed: 7AM - 7PM
Thu-Fri: 7AM - 6:30PM

Saturday 8AM - 5:30PM

568 Center Street, Moraga • 925-631-0560
We
our
customers

ORINDA ACADEMY

ORINDA ACADEMY

summer school 2007
Session 1:   June 18 - July 10
Session 2:   July 12 - August 3

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

• Earn High School Credit
• Algebra 1 & 2,  Geometry
• English. U.S. History
• Basic Skills Review for Middle School
• College Prep Requirements
• Yoga Focusing Class
• One-on-One Interaction with Teacher
• Small Class Size

College Preparatory • Grades 7-12
Fully Accredited

Music, Art, Sports, Drama, Computers

Celebrating 25 years 
in Orinda

19 Altarinda Road, Orinda    (925) 254-7553  x305
www.orindaacademy.org

Limited Openings
for Fall ‘07
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