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By Lynn Ballou, EA, CFP(r)

-

It is my great honor to have been appointed by the CFP(r) Board in
Washington D.C. to be one of seven CFP(r) Ambassadors serving
across the country. A large part of my new role involves
communicating local financial planning opportunities of great benefit
for Bay Area residents as they arise. One incredible opportunity is
coming up soon in October: Financial Planning Days.

Over the years many of you have asked me what you can do to help
your friends and family who need solid financial planning advice, but
don't have a lot of resources. Whether it's our own family members,
friends, or wonderful service providers, there's no shortage of those
who could benefit from great financial planning assistance. This
upcoming event is an amazing opportunity for those you care about
to receive some very personal and extremely knowledgeable financial
planning counsel at no cost.

Four non-profit organizations --- the Certified Financial Planning
Board of Standards Inc, the Financial Planning Association(r) (FPA),
the Foundation for Financial Planning and the U.S. Conference of
Mayors ---have joined together to bring this important event to our
communities. This ground-breaking program is designed to unite the
collective resources of the financial planning community and city
governments nationwide to assist Americans in need of financial
guidance through a series of free Financial Planning Days events.
Here are the Bay Area dates and locations:

SATURDAY OCTOBER 2nd

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.: Oakland City Hall

. s
Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP(r))
and co-owner of Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC, a

SATURDAY OCTOBER 9th

Registered Investment Advisory (RIA) firm in 10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.: Sunnyvale Public Library
Lafayette. Lynn is also a Registered Principal and

Branch Manager with LPL Financial (LPL). As such, SATURDAY OCTOBER 16th

she is required by securities regulations to add the

following information to this column: The opinions 10 a.m - 4 p.m.: San Francisco -UC Hastings College of Law

voiced in this material are for general information As taken f he CEP bsite ab he Oakland Fi ial
only and not intended to provide specific advice or $ taken from the -net website about the Qakland Financial

recommendation for any individual. Securities Planning Day, here are five great reasons to attend, or to encourage
offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC someone you care about to attend, and instructions for signing up.

Reach Lynn Ballou at lynn@ballouplum.com 1) Why Attend? Personal financial planning is essential, regardless of

age or income, and it is vital to meeting life goals, such as buying a home, paying for college or achieving a secure retirement. There
are millions of Americans with pressing financial questions that need answers, and unfortunately, many have not had the opportunity
to discuss those questions with competent and ethical financial planners.

2) What to expect? Each local Financial Planning Day will feature highly qualified CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER(tm) professionals
and experts from the Financial Planning Association(r), all volunteering their time and expertise to provide free one-on-one counseling
and classroom-style educational presentations addressing key personal finance topics. Best of all, there are no strings attached -
volunteer financial planners will not sell products or services, give out business cards or take down names.

3) How much time can | really expect to have? So far over 100 CFP(r)s and FPA(r) advisors have signed up to volunteer just for the
Oakland venue alone. According to Oakland event coordinator Leslie Biggers, a financial advisor in Benicia, over 200 folks attended
last year, and they are expecting and hoping for twice that number this year. Since the Oakland event lasts 7 hours, this should
provide every attendee an excellent opportunity to have one on one meaningful counseling time.

4) Event Structure: At the Financial Planning Day, each volunteer will be seated at a table designated for a specific financial planning
topic. You can decide what topic you're interested in and head over to the appropriate table. The financial planners will meet with
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only one individual, couple or family at a time but there is no limit to the number of volunteers you can meet with.

5) How to sign up, what to bring. Free registration for Oakland Financial Planning Day, as well as the other Bay Area Financial
Planning Days, is quick and easy. Simply complete the online registration form. They will not sell your e-mail address or use it for any
purpose other than communications about Financial Planning Day. Walk-ins to the Financial Planning Day are welcome, but admission
will be granted first to those who have registered online. Since they expect a large crowd, | encourage you to register early. Sign up
at: http://www.financialplanningdays.org/Content/Home.aspx Follow the directions and you can sign up on line.

So, if you, or anyone you know, could benefit from access to highly qualified financial planners, this is an event not to be missed. You
can obtain more information at www.cfp.net. In the middle of these challenging economic times, it's a great chance for those who
could benefit from personal assistance to receive information and ideas at no cost. I'll be attending at least one of these events. If
you are there, too, please come up and say "hello! | hope that | will become a more known voice on this topic, helping consumers
seek the guidance and counseling of CFP(r) practitioners and other highly qualified advisors to achieve their life goals through proper
management of their financial resources.

Reach the reporter at: info@lamorindaweekly.com
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