
Need to contact us? 925.377.0977

Independent, locally owned and operated!

Delivered bi-weekly to all 

Lamorinda homes & businesses
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Orinda’s Big Weekend

Dollar Tree Going to
Town Council
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga’s Town Council may have

been hoping against hope that it

would not have to deal with the Dollar

Tree dilemma in an election year, but the

dominoes are all lined up and toppling

rapidly in that direction. 

On September 20th the Planning

Commission approved the application of

Dollar Tree Inc. to operate a retail store in

the Rheem Center. The resolution in-

cluded a set of conditions about the visual

appearance of the store and its operations

in order to mitigate potentially adverse

impacts on neighboring businesses.   

...continued on page A5

This photo, taken 9/24/10, shows Tuesday Morning's windows piled high with boxes and
merchandise. Moraga planning staff indicated that this store had conditions placed on its
permit requiring it to maintain a showroom-quality display; enforcement appears difficult.

Photo Wendy Scheck

Photos Ohlen Alexander

Orinda Triathlon for Fun and Health
By Lou Fancher

The second annual NorCal Kids Triathlon,

Tri 4 Health, was a sweaty affair.  With

temperatures on September 25th soaring into

the high 80’s, participants were wet from start

to finish.

The triathlon, organized to benefit the

Orinda Community Foundation’s youth pro-

grams, offers a safe, positive atmosphere for el-

ementary-through-high school age athletes.

For many of the kids, this was their first

triathlon.

The competition is structured to encour-

age young children to participate; allowing

training wheels, flotation devices and the op-

tion to form a relay team composed of three

same-age children.

At the same time, the triathlon offered

middle and high school athletes a serious chal-

lenge.  A quick look at the stats – swim 200-

300 yards, bike 3.4-4.6 miles, and run 1.25-2

miles – leaves no doubt the event was rigorous.  

Sue Severson, a coordinator of this year’s

race, emphasizes the triathlon’s dual goals:

structured fun, and lifelong health.  Teams of

volunteers worked as course marshals along

the bike route and a medical team was on hand

in case of an emergency.  The NorCal website

for the event includes ample information about

nutrition, physical preparation and safety regu-

lations for the race.

On Saturday, participants, families, and

spectators cheered the young athletes.  The

Lamorinda Weekly asked the kids about their

experience, what they did to prepare, and what

they might change or repeat the next time they

enter a triathlon.  Here is what they had to say:

“It was tiring.  I swam two laps, rode my

bike, and I ran.  And then, my dad poured water

on my head.  And then, I went to get ice

cream.”

Kathryn Park, 7, San Ramon
... continued on page S3

Orinda Parties with Cars
And raises money for several worthy causes
By Lou Fancher

The sixth annual Orinda Classic Car

Show started off with diamonds, danc-

ing and 170 car lovers determined to celebrate

classic cars and motorcycles.  The opening

night auction party, held under tents on Avenida

de Orinda on September 24th, set the stage for

the free, community car show the next day.

On Saturday, 152 shining examples of

motor vehicle history provided plenty of ex-

citement for the crowds.  Between the oohs and

aahs, people of all ages shared their knowledge

and fascination with cars:

“I like this Lamborghini, because they

competed with Ferrari.  Lamborghini was

tired of hearing Ferrari say no one could

beat their cars, so he built these.  I like them

because you don’t see them very often and,

well, they’re just a beautiful car.”  -- Kyle
Koeger (age 16), Orinda

“It’s cool because it’s big.  It’s called an

Aero Racer, but they don’t really know what it

is.  I’d like to drive it on the highway so I could

show it off.” -- Molly Stuart (10), Walnut Creek
... continued on page A6

Election 2010: Get Informed, Lamorinda!
The 2010 General Election is coming up on November 2;  the
majority of Lamorinda voters will use absentee ballots to vote
by mail. You may want to hold on to that ballot until you’ve
had a chance to hear the local candidates address the impor-
tant issues facing our communities – several opportunities are
coming up soon:
Lafayette City Council and School Board Candidate Forum,
Thursday, September 30, 7:00 p.m. in the Sequoia Room at
the Lafayette Community Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road. Spon-
sored by the Lafayette Homeowners Council.

Moraga Town Council Candidate Forum,
Tuesday, October 5, 7:30 p.m. at the Holy Trinity Serbian Or-
thodox Church, 1700 School Street. Sponsored by the Moraga
Citizens Network with support from the Moraga Movers.

Orinda School Board Candidates Forum,
Thursday, October 7, 7:30 p.m. in the Multi-purpose room at
Glorietta Elementary School, 15 Martha Road. Sponsored by
The League of Woman Voters of Diablo Valley, the Orinda Edu-
cation Association, and the Orinda Association.

Orinda City Council Candidate Forum,
Wednesday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. in the Library Audito-
rium, 26 Orinda Way. Sponsored by the Orinda Association.

In this issue:  
Moraga Town Council Candidates share their visions for 
Moraga’s future, page A4

Orinda City Council candidates discuss revenue and 
infrastructure, page A6

Don’t miss the Lafayette Community Foundation’s special 
insert featuring the candidates for Lafayette City Council and
the Lafayette School Board. 

Joan Evans
Realtor

925-260-7555

Angie 
Evans Traxinger
Realtor Assistant

20 Greenfield Drive, Moraga   $899,000
Spacious 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath, Level Yard

www.joanevans.com

53 Knickerbocker Ln., Orinda   $1,525,000
2005 Remodel, Large Level Backyard

148 Ivy Drive, Orinda   $1,099,000
Charming 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Big Level Yard 

ASSOCIATES
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John Fiero in his 1988 Pontiac Fiero



It took a few months, but the

seniors at Chateau Lafayette –

a non-profit senior housing facil-

ity – will soon have new energy

efficient ranges and more - thanks

to a County grant and a generous

donation from the Lafayette Re-

development Agency Board.

Sixty inefficient aging ranges will

be replaced, along with a new

commercial energy efficient

water heater and the roof of one

of the buildings.

“This will really make life

better for residents – we are ex-

tremely grateful.  A win-win for

everyone – we want to thank the

City Council and the RDA,” said

Chateau representative Barry

Cammer, accepting the giant

check.  Eighty-three low income

seniors live at Chateau Lafayette

on Moraga Boulevard.

The goal of the project was

to improve the facility’s overall

energy efficiency.  The old roof

will be replaced with a Duro-Last

Energy Star rated “Cool” roof

that will use substantially less en-

ergy in summer and winter. 

Part of the funds, a grant for

$28,712, came from your tax dol-

lars at work, the American Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act

(ARRA) which is administered

by the Contra Costa County En-

ergy Efficiency and Conservation

Block Grant Program.  

“To improve the chances of

receiving the grant, the Lafayette

Redevelopment Agency Board

agreed to contribute $22,420 in

matching funds to replace the

roof of one of the oldest building

in the complex with an energy ef-

ficient “Cool” roof,” said Sarah

Allen, Planning Intern.  A cool

roof can deliver high solar re-

flectance that reduces the amount

of heat that is transferred to the

building.  It reflects visible, in-

frared and ultraviolet wave-

lengths of the sun.  

Woman Threatened on El Nido

Ranch Road, 9/8/10 – A woman re-

ported she had been confronted in a

threatening and violent manner on

El Nido Ranch Road east of Sunny

Hills Road.  The woman attempted

to drive away to avoid the con-

frontation but was unable to do so.

When officers made contact with the

subject, he said he was upset that the

woman had parked behind him.

When officers explained it was pub-

lic property, the man was unable to

comprehend that he had to share

public areas.  Although the woman

insisted on being anonymous out of

fear for her family’s safety, the re-

port was taken due to the nature of

the public nuisance.  What an un-

derstatement.

Spray Paint Bandits, 9/12/10 – A

Reliez Valley Road resident reported

that a number of signs and fences

had been vandalized in the 1600-

1800 blocks of Reliez Valley Road.

The unknown vandals spray-painted

the signs and fences with black and

green paint in the middle of the night

of September 11.  The stretch of

road extends from the top of the hill

near the Silver Dell subdivision to

the Baywood subdivision.  Oh, what

could the profile of a Saturday night

suburban vandal be?  Think, think,

think…

Stolen Truck, 8/13/10 – An officer

noted a truck had been illegally

parked on Orchard Road overnight.

When the officer ran the plate, she

learned the truck had been stolen on

the previous day.  The truck was

towed and the registered owner was

contacted.  

What’s that in the Plastic Bag?

9/15/10 – An Orinda woman entered

the Lafayette Safeway and took

three bottles of vanilla extract off the

shelf before placing them in a plas-

tic Safeway bag and exiting the store

without paying for them.  The

woman was detained by security

until Police arrived.  They deter-

mined the woman had no money or

any other means of paying for $15

worth of vanilla.  The woman was

unable to walk unassisted and fell to

the ground.  In addition to shoplift-

ing, she was booked for being drunk

in Public.  Safeway intends to pros-

ecute.  Déjà vu, anyone?
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•   Police Report   •

Lafayette
City Council Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission Monday, October 4, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center 

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Lafayette: www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

Civic
News

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/31/10.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

New Location

jtÜx Wxá |zÇá
Y|Çx ]xãxÄÜç á|Çvx DLJJ

Please submit    Letters and Opinions:  
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

BIG BAND BALL ROOM DANCE
Veterans Memorial Building,

3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette

Come swing with your friends and neighbors-or just listen!

Friday, October 15th
Doors Open at 7PM for Dance Lessons by Gail Enright

Dance begins at 8PM through 10PM

There will be a no-host bar open throughout the evening. 

Tickets   $10 per person 

available at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce 

Call 284-7404 for reservations

www.lafayettechamber.org

Sponsored by Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage,
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, Generations In Jazz Foundation,  
City of Lafayette and Parks and Recreation and Lamorinda Weekly

Now offering:
FREE Dance 

Lessons by
Gail Enright

(925) 339-1918
DanaGreen@rockcliff.com

DanaGreenTeam.com

Lafayette Trail Neighborhood Gem!

Lic. 01482454

New to Market!

Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah Edwards
Lic. #01805955

]A eÉv~vÄ | y y

4BD • 3BA •  2456 sq. ft. • .27-acre lot
• Ideal for casual family living with expansive kitchen, 

formal living, dining and family rooms
• Private level lot with mature landscape, pool 

and outdoor kitchen
• Located on trail in one of Lafayette’s most desirable 

neighborhoods close to top-rated schools, downtown, 
Lafayette Library & Learning Center and more!

$1,350,000857 McEllen Way, Lafayette

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Want Roads Fixed – Need More Money
By Cathy Tyson

Unless a new revenue source is

found, the road repair backlog

will never be solved, suggested Tony

Coe, Engineering Services Manager,

at a recent City Council meeting dis-

cussing Lafayette’s five year capital

improvement program (CIP).  “The

status quo will not resolve the (road

repair) backlog,” said Coe.  “Staff

observes that the backlog cannot be

eliminated without sustaining a

higher level of capital funding on a

continuous basis into the future.

Even sizable one-time special rev-

enues such as the Palos Colorados

payment will only result in an initial

drawdown of the backlog, but they

are not large enough to solve the

problem entirely over the long term.”

“Entering 2011 there are 97

streets awaiting reconstruction,” said

Coe.  There is a shortfall of $14 mil-

lion to repair all of these roads, plus

an additional $2 million for associ-

ated drain repair, a grand total of $16

million.  

Several “What if” scenarios

were presented to the City Council

to illustrate possible road repair op-

tions.  Sometimes a picture really is

worth a thousand words - Coe had

several charts that show a line rep-

resenting current funding and a line

representing road and drain needs.

Bottom line - if nothing changes the

failed road situation is never solved

– the lines never cross.  

Another scenario showed the

effect of current funding plus an addi-

tional $400,000 annually from the

General Fund – in this case the pro-

jected time to eliminate the shortfall is

around 29 years.  At the recent Budget

Workshop there was some discussion

about adding $400,000 more from the

General Fund to put toward road re-

pairs – but it couldn’t be done without

un-balancing the budget and dipping

into City reserve accounts.

Even with current funding plus

$400,000 from the General Fund plus

money from Palos Colorados, plus

the Redevelopment Agency (RDA),

the shortfall will take 19 years to be

eliminated.

With current funding and an

unspecified new revenue source that

would generate $1,250,000 per year,

the shortfall will be eliminated in

eleven years.  The lines cross in 2021.

Finally the rosiest picture in-

cludes all possible funding sources:

current funding plus Palos Colorado

plus RDA plus a new tax.  This com-

bination is projected to eliminate the

shortfall in nine years.

One possible very small

bright spot on the horizon is Meas-

ure O – proposed by the Contra

Costa County Transportation Au-

thority, a $10 - $15 vehicle license

fee from each car owner.  If passed,

the measure could bring an esti-

mated $175,000 per year to

Lafayette.  While this amount is

nothing to sneeze at and would help

the situation, as noted above the city

needs almost ten times that amount

going forward to solve the road re-

pair problem. 
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Grant Awarded to Chateau Lafayette
By Cathy Tyson 

Noting this is a genuine smile, Barry Cammer of Chateau Lafayette accepts a
check from the Lafayette Redevelopment Agency Board. Photo C. Tyson

2099 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette  

(925)935-3311 or oakmontfamilyservice@gmail.com

PRE-PLAN YOUR FINAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR AS 

LITTLE AS $100 A MONTH AND FREEZE THE COST AT

TODAY’S PRICE. FINANCING AVAILABLE

MENTION THIS AD 

FOR A DISCOUNT

Free NO Obligation Tours Available

Oakmont Memorial Park Lafayette



As president of the Lafayette

Community Foundation I

would like to thank the staff of the

Lamorinda Weekly for its timely

assistance in helping to gather and

print the materials from each of

our city council and board of edu-

cation candidates who are running

in the November 2nd election.

The purpose of the Lafayette

Community Foundation is to “en-

hance the quality of life for the cit-

izens of Lafayette and beyond”.  In

the past a group of citizens called

Lafayette Forward regularly spon-

sored an election pamphlet for city

elections.  Our LCF board felt that

with the number of candidates run-

ning for office this year in our city

that we could provide a commu-

nity service by sponsoring the ed-

ucational material in the

September 29th issue of Lamor-

inda Weekly.  Each candidate has

prepared their own material and

paid their pro rata share of the

magazine’s cost.

We hope that LCF’s efforts

to help create an informed elec-

torate will be beneficial to all con-

cerned citizens.  Please remember

to vote on November 2nd. 

Got earthquakes?  Actually yes,

it’s no secret that the Bay

Area is expected to experience

some sort of temblor in the rela-

tively near future.  To address earth-

quake realities the Bay Area Rapid

Transit District (BART) has been

diligently working on an Earth-

quake Safety Program to upgrade

vulnerable portions of the transit

system.  The goal is obviously to

keep riders and employees safe, but

also to keep the system up and run-

ning in the event of an earthquake

with minimal delays.  

With 360,000 daily travelers

system wide and approximately

3,270 of those entering at the

Lafayette station, keeping trains

open for service in the aftermath of

an earthquake is vital.  According to

U.S. Geological Survey analysis

there is a high probability of a major

earthquake here in the Bay Area

within the next thirty years.

A study completed in 2002

was the most comprehensive evalu-

ation of facilities since the original

construction.  It found that compo-

nents of the systems most suscepti-

ble to damage, that could take years

to fix after a major earthquake, are

the transbay tube, aerial structures,

stations and equipment.  

Because the oldest parts of

the BART system were built be-

tween 1972 and 1976, they are not

up to the seismic standards that sys-

tem extensions – which were built

roughly twenty years later – share.

The Earthquake Safety Program

will focus resources on these older

components.  The $1.2 billion price

tag for upgrades comes from a vari-

ety of sources including voter-ap-

proved Measure AA bonds, the

California Department of Trans-

portation Local Seismic Safety

Retrofit Program, Regional Meas-

ure 2 and other sources.

BART riders going to San

Francisco can be reassured that the

highest priority item was the

transbay tube.  Upgrades there are

complete, and include Vibro-re-

placement to compact soil back-

fill, increasing seismic joint

capacity and sealing around joints,

and new concrete shear walls in

the Oakland Ventilation Structure.  

Earthquake safety work in

Lafayette will be two-fold and is

expected to start later this year or

early in 2011.  “For our elevated

structures in Lafayette, the con-

tractor is on board. We will be

working where BART crosses over

El Nido Ranch Rd., Happy Valley

Rd., Oak Hill Rd., First St., and

Brown Avenue,” said Linton  John-

son, BART Chief Communications

Officer.  The second part of the

project is the Lafayette station it-

self, “BART expects to advertise

the contract for bid in November of

this year, and construction is ex-

pected to begin in early 2011,” said

Johnson.

Retrofit work will include

strengthening the columns that hold

up the trackway to withstand a max-

imum credible earthquake.  “Impact

is minimal - riders will not notice a

thing,” said Johnson who added that

they are doing the same work right

now at West Oakland and not a sin-

gle customer noticed a difference in

the quality of the ride.  “The only

impact maybe on parking, where

construction to widen the base of

the columns might take place on

parking lot spots for short periods of

time,” he added.

Construction updates listed

on the BART website spell out

what work is completed, , work that

is in progress and work that is ex-

pected to start this year and next.

Completion of all the upgrades is

expected by 2014.  The scope of

work includes 17 BART stations

and 22 miles of track.  For more in-

formation go to

www.bart.gov/earthquakesafety.
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Who do the worlds leading designers
and architects use to make their LEED

Certified masterpieces beautiful?

Mythic Paint is the first choice for architects, designers and contractors who demand the
highest quality product, in any color for all their covering needs. And with zero-VOVs and
zero-toxins Mythic Paint is not only safe for the people who use it, but helps qualify these
homes to be the highest LEED® Certified in the country.
Used and loved by David Gottfried, founder of the US Green Building Council, visionary
California builder Mike McDonald and many more who are leading the industry with 
the highest level LEED Certified homes. Because with Mythic Paint you don't have to 
sacrifice beauty, performance and color choice, for a healthy and safe home. Isn't it time 
you tried Mythic Paint?
For more information or to see LEED Certified homes featuring Mythic Paint 
check out www.MythicPaint.com or call 1-888-714-9422

Mythic Paint has made 131 Hillside, slated to be the first LEED-H Platinum custom home in Marin County, CA,
beautiful and safe. www.131hillside.com
Designed by Scott Lee/SB Architects, www.sb-architects.com, and built by Mike McDonald/McDonald 
Construction and Development, Inc. www.m-c-d.net

Available at
Moraga Hardware & Lumber
1409 Moraga Way
Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-3600

Lafayette Reservoir Run
18th Annual

visit us on
Facebook!

Sponsored by

Sunday, October 31   8:00am Downtown Lafayette
Parking available at BART
5K (8:30am)   |   10K (8:45am)   |   2 Mile run/walk (9:00am)
To register go to www.lafayettechamber.org or www.active.com or call 
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce at (925) 284-7404

BART Safety Upgrades
to Start Soon
By Cathy Tyson

Crowds Come Out for
Art and Wine

People at the Art and Wine Festival were heading in all directions so as

not to miss anything.  “It was the biggest and best event ever,” says Jay

Lifson, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, “everything

clicked.”  With comfortable weather and record attendance, revenue from

wine sales was up 18%.  Lifson estimates there were over 500 volunteers

that helped everything run smoothly. Photo Andy Scheck

Bart bridge over Oakhill Road Photo Cathy Tyson

$1 OFFWatch BatteryWith This Coupon.

GRAND OPENING
925-376-1888
354 Park Street, 

Moraga
(Next to Rheem Theater)

925-952-4488
1547-A Palos Verdes Mall 

Walnut Creek  
(In Lunardi’s Center)

We Make
House Calls

On Grandfather
Clocks!

The Tick Tock Store
The Right Place For The Right Time

Batteries • Bands •Repair
FREE Estimates

Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center
Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

Lafayette Community Foundation Sponsors Pamphlet
Submitted by Donovan L. Jenkins



The applicant and Kimco Realty, the

property owner, found these condi-

tions objectionable. Residents op-

posed to the store stated after the

meeting that they would appeal the

decision, but Dollar Tree beat them

to the punch by filing an appeal the

very next day. 

The Town Council will

probably take up the matter at its

October 13 meeting. Public at-

tendance is anticipated, since the

Council will consider the matter

de novo, meaning it will be ad-

dressing the issue as if hearing

about it for the very first time. 

About 30 residents came to

the Planning Commission meet-

ing prepared for battle, and most

of them reiterated their opposi-

tion to the project.  Familiar ar-

guments were made, such as

anxiety on the part of property

owners who fear further de-

creases in their property values.

As long time resident George

Atashkarian put it, “Decrepit

neighborhood and Dollar Store

go hand in hand; I do not know

what comes first.” 

Opponents came armed with

creative displays to support their

opposition.  Resident Cavan Mc-

Carthy had assembled presentation

boards showing CVS and Dollar

Tree products side by side. “For ex-

ample, I bought a package of Dori-

tos at a Dollar Tree at 30 cents per

ounce, while at CVS a package

costs 21 cents per ounce,” she said,

“they are not selling anything

cheap, it’s just more packaging and

smaller portions.” 

Others opponents presented

arguments related to Moraga’s legal

documents. Resident Holly Erick-

son-King, referring to Lafayette’s

guidelines, urged, “Let’s adopt a re-

tail plan for Moraga before the Dol-

lar Tree defines it for us.”  

Resident Kathy Macchi ar-

gued that the store would go against

some of the principles of Moraga’s

General Plan regarding the retail

community, such as civic and com-

munity involvement, or quality that

should enhance the character of the

community. 

Arguments such as the above

will likely form part of the basis for

the opponents’ appeal. 

The commissioners were im-

pressed by the volume of opposi-

tion to the store.  “In all of my seven

years on the Planning Commission

there have only been a couple of oc-

currences when the public outcry

has been this loud,” said Commis-

sioner Bruce Whitley. 

In the end, the commission-

ers had to put their emotional re-

sponses aside and a majority of

them felt that nothing in the Town’s

code justified denying the applica-

tion.  They decided instead to set

conditions of approval, largely

around conditions they felt the store

needed to alleviate in order to avoid

a negative impact on neighboring

stores.  They agreed to require

“showroom quality” fixtures, lim-

ited signage size and the height of

merchandise displayed in the win-

dows, and made general recom-

mendations on tidiness and

recycling. Planning Director Lori

Salamack indicated that most of the

conditions the Commission decided

to apply to the new tenant have al-

ready been applied to other retail

operations in the Rheem Center,

such as Tuesday Morning and

Goodwill Industries.

Linda Duncan, Real Estate

Manager for Dollar Tree stores in

Northern California, said that the

conditions were unacceptable.

When Commissioner Tom Richards

asked what conditions were trou-

bling her; she replied that she had

been asked by her corporate lawyer

not to discuss the matter. 

John Welter, Director of Real

Estate for Kimco Realty, who

spoke in support of his potential

tenant, proposed that the Town’s

and Dollar Tree’s lawyers meet to

discuss the conditions.  Planning

Commissioner Bruce Whitley an-

swered, “Do we want to confer

with the Dollar Tree? We do – and

this is the place to do it,” he stated,

“but Dollar Tree was almost absent

from these discussions; we never

had an operations person here to

discuss, for example, shelving. I

am shocked that the Dollar Tree

thought so little of the town that

they did not want to participate in

the process.” 
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Computer swiped, 9/20/10

Sometime between 12:30 a.m.

and 4:10 a.m. someone reached

through the conveniently open

ground floor window of an apart-

ment in Thille Hall at Saint

Mary’s and took an Apple Mac-

Book computer.  It had been

charging on the desk next to the

window when the student-owner

went to bed after midnight.  The

victim and roommates woke up

to the noise of shutters moving

and a propped up guitar as it fell

at just after 4:00.  The charging

cord was the only thing left hang-

ing out the window. 

Suspicious fire 9/20/10  Moraga

cops lent a hand to assist Mor-

aga-Orinda Fire Department on a

“suspicious” fire behind a home

on Camino Ricardo.  A profes-

sional fire investigator classified

the fire as “suspicious, likely

caused by human.”  Kids playing

with matches?  Early afternoon

barbeque going rouge?

Driver surrender, 9/18/10 At just

after 2:00 in the afternoon a Mor-

aga officer noticed a vehicle be-

longing to a subject with a

suspended driver’s license trav-

eling on Viader, near Country

Club Drive.  Even thought the

cop did not use a siren or flash

lights the car mysteriously

moved to the side of the roadway.

The driver knew he was busted –

he had a suspended license and

shouldn’t have been driving.  The

driver was cited.  Only in Mor-

aga, a polite, drama-free infrac-

tion.  

Teen Dance Confrontation,

8/28/10  At 11:00 p.m. the parent

of a 16-year-old girl told police

that while his daughter was in the

dance area of the New Rheem

Theatre, an unknown male

pusher her up against the wall

and removed her skirt.  The male

threw away the skirt nearby.  The

victim had shorts on under the

skirt.  The concerned parent

wanted to alert security staff that

was monitoring the dance.  This

item was inadvertently left out of

the last Moraga blotter.

Moraga
Town Council Wednesday, October 13, 7:30 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission Monday, October 4, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Liaison Friday, October 8, 8:00 am
Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

Town of Moraga online: www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network: www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

•   Police Report   •

Civic News

Dollar Tree Going to Town Council
... continued from page A1

Jill Keimach: Moraga’s New Town Manager
By Sophie Braccini

The Moraga Town Council

has approved the appoint-

ment of a new Town Manager. Jill

Keimach (pronounce kaimæk), cur-

rently Fremont’s Community De-

velopment Director, will take the

helm on November 1st.   

Mike Segrest, who an-

nounced last May that he intended

to step down from the Town Man-

ager post for personal reasons, said

the Council made a great choice.

Keimach will be Moraga’s third

Town Manager in two years.  

The Council was unanimous

in its choice, and the members

spoke very positively about

Keimach. “She was one of our two

final candidates and even though

she does not have experience as a

town manager per se, she is very

knowledgeable about economic de-

velopment and has a very strong fi-

nancial background,” said Council

Member Dave Trotter. 

“She is taking a very signifi-

cant pay cut to come to Moraga,”

said Mayor Ken Chew, “but she

wants to work here, already knows

the community and the college, and

the Council feels that she will be

very good for Moraga.” According

to Chew, Keimach combines very

strong training and experience in

development, coupled with a tough

but approachable personality.  

Keimach made the short

drive from Berkeley to attend the

Pear Festival with her husband.  “I

applied for the Town Manager po-

sition in Moraga because I share

many of the values of this commu-

nity,” she says.  As Fremont’s Com-

munity Development Director,

Kiemach managed a budget much

bigger than Moraga’s and had a

staff of over 100 people.   

The extent of Keimach’s ex-

perience is impressive.  For exam-

ple, if we can bring bikes on BART

trains, we owe it to her.  After work-

ing for the Association of Bay Area

Governments, she moved on to

BART and was in charge of the bi-

cycle project.  According to her,

there was a lot of negotiating with

the different stakeholders involved

in that project.  

Keimach is also responsible

for bring Trader Joe’s to El Cerrito.

As that city’s Community Devel-

opment Director, she conducted ne-

gotiation with Regency Centers, the

owner of the aging El Cerrito Plaza

Shopping Center, to be able to get

the tenant that the community

wanted. 

Keimach worked in Fremont

for six years, where one of her big

projects was the installation of the

Solyndra solar energy manufactur-

ing and administrative facilities that

President Obama visited last May.  

Public service is definitely in

Keimach’s blood.  Most of her ca-

reer was spent in that sector, but for

a three-year period she worked on

the other side of the fence as a de-

velopment consultant.  “I learned a

lot in that job,” she said “and it

makes me sympathetic to what de-

velopers have to go through; but

what I want to do is weigh the pros

and cons of projects and decide

what is good for the community.”  

From this diversity of experi-

ence Keimach developed a busi-

ness-friendly attitude that was a

definite asset in Fremont.  “When I

arrived, the city had the reputation

of not being business-friendly,” re-

members Keimach, “business ap-

plications could take up to a year.  It

was not a matter of regulations,

more a culture of ‘we know better

than the private sector how to do

things.’”

Keimach says her business-

friendly reputation is why Fremont

approached her.  “We had focus

groups and interviewed previous

applicants to understand where the

problems came from,” says

Keimach.  Of course she didn’t

change the culture overnight, but

consistently worked on it.  “We cre-

ated a partnership-based approach

where everybody would get to-

gether within 72 hours of an appli-

cation, assign a staff person to it,

and meet with the developer early

on to understand what their vision

is,” she explains, “since then we got

some big projects that the city is

proud of.” 

From her career tales

emerges an image of a woman who

listens to what the community

wants and is able to bring the dif-

ferent stakeholders to the table to

build win-win scenarios.  For a di-

vided Moraga that has been strug-

gling with the conflicting agendas

of semi-rural feel and economic vi-

tality, Keimach could be the cata-

lyst for finding solutions.

Jill Keimach addresses the Town Council on Sept. 22nd     Photo Andy Scheck

Sean Carroll
Loan Officer

925.275.3129
seanc@bankofcommercemortagage.com

CA DRE # 01077654

Is a Reverse Mortgage Right for You?
• Retirement Income | Government Insured | No payments
• Tax free proceeds | Pay off debt | Estate Planning
• Pay off existing mortgage | No income or credit documentation
• Limited time $0 origination fee - $6,000 savings
• Call for additional advantages and our free brochure!

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426

Please submit    Letters and Opinions:  
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

International Experience, Local Expertise.

Realtors
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A s a real estate professional, I know the little things that
help sell homes fast.  Let me help you set the stage, market

your property, and find the perfect buyer for your home.
Selling your home can be made simple- call me today.

Julie Barlier
(925) 588-4300

www.JulieBarlier.com

www.JulieBarlier.com
Bilingue anglais-français



Questions, questions, Moraga

has questions. The Moraga

Citizens Network (MCN) is aim-

ing to get some answers. To that

end, MCN will sponsor a forum

featuring the five candidates for

Town Council on October 5, 7:30

p.m., at the Holy Trinity Serbian

Church, 1700 School Street. 

MCN recently polled its

membership to see what questions

residents would most like to ask

the candidates; the responses in-

cluded queries into such issues as

the business climate, develop-

ment, revenue enhancement, the

Hacienda de las Flores, and po-

lice/fire/emergency services.

Since we have limited space, and

to avoid duplication with our in-

troductory article on the candi-

dates 

(www.lamorindaweekly.com/arch

ive/issue0413/Council-Candi-

dates-Address-the-Issues.html),

we pounced on one of the many

important questions that residents

submitted and posed it to the can-

didates in advance of the forum:

How do you envision our town 10

years from now? 

Ken Chew (Incumbent)

Ten years hence, Moragans will

continue to live in a highly desir-

able, semi-rural environment that

remains a perfect place to raise our

families.  Our pristine open space,

scenic landscapes, outstanding

schools, and vibrant shopping cen-

ters will have made Moraga a re-

gional jewel that is known for its

sustainable and healthy lifestyle.

Our Town will have estab-

lished a solid general fund reserve

and maintained balanced annual

budgets.  It will have successfully

implemented an economic devel-

opment plan that recaptured much

of our sales tax leakage.  Addi-

tionally, it will have created a long

term infrastructure renewal pro-

gram and financing plan. 

Moraga’s spirit of volun-

teerism will continue to comple-

ment and support an efficiently

and effectively run Town govern-

ment.   It will offer an abundance

of recreational opportunities for

all ages and continue to be one of

the safest places anywhere.

In 2020, we will be even

prouder to say, “We are Moraga

residents!”

Seth Freeman

Ten years from now:

• Moraga remains a highly desir-

able place to live and educate

children.

• Home prices will be 50%

higher.

• Parents will still dread summer

swim meets

• The Moraga Country Club will

have a long waiting list

• The “Rock” will still have kids’

“messages”

• Safeway will still be the only

grocery store

• BMW Electric cars and street-

legal golf carts will be the norm

• The Bruzzones will still be the

biggest property owner

• Kimco will have sold Rheem to

a different REIT

Dave Trotter (Incumbent)

I hope to live in a Moraga that has:

Retained its semi-rural val-

ues, sense of community and ex-

cellent public schools.

Preserved and protected our

remaining ridgelines and open

space areas from inappropriate de-

velopment, in compliance with the

General Plan and MOSO.

Implemented the Moraga

Revenue Enhancement Commit-

tee’s roadmap, and developed sta-

ble funding sources for ongoing

maintenance/repair of Town

roads, storm drains and infrastruc-

ture.

A track record of balanced

Town budgets, and a cohesive

Town Council.

Opened up a refurbished and

upgraded Hacienda de las Flores

to enhanced public uses benefiting

the Moraga community.

Taken steps to fully imple-

ment the Moraga Center Specific

Plan, and extend and beautify

School Street as the new “heart of

Moraga.”

Approved a Rheem Park

Specific Plan with a positive, fi-

nancially viable vision.

Retained the Town’s tradi-

tion of concerned, effective and

knowledgeable volunteers work-

ing for the betterment of Moraga.

Planned for and built a com-

munity gym.

Dennis Wanken

As a first priority, I would like to

see a Moraga where the deferred

infrastructure maintenance has

been addressed. Given the time

line legally required for the bid

process and construction of such

projects, a decade is not unrea-

sonable time. Without completion

of these projects, the quality of

life could degrade significantly.

As a second priority, the

Moraga Town Council must

make every effort to improve its

relationship with the Moraga

School District. It is essential that

a true collaborative partnership

be developed with the MSD, as

public education is one of the cor-

nerstones of our community.

As a third priority, promo-

tion of a wide variety of useful

and viable businesses could make

Moraga increasingly pleasant to

shop. However, this can only be

done with a trusting relationship

between the MTC, property own-

ers, business owners, and local

citizens.

In ten years, I hope histori-

ans will look back and judge any

public policy I have the privilege

to assist with and say "he did the

right thing." 

Eleni Wanken

I would like the roads to be in dri-

vable shape without potholes.

I would like to see our

schools continue to be in the top

10% of schools in California.

I would like to see more

grocery stores as well as more of

a variety of businesses that meet

the needs of local citizens.

I would like to see a moder-

ate growth of single family

homes within the guidelines of

the MOSO and recommendations

from the Moraga Planning Com-

mission. I think that smart growth

can be accomplished without

compromising the rural atmos-

phere of Moraga.

Finally, I would like to see

more of a police presence in our

community as well as more

women on the Moraga Police De-

partment. Given the recent spate

of petty crimes as well as an

armed bank robbery, more police

would act as a deterrent as well as

increase response time.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:  Wednesday, September 29, 2010 A5

Support Lamorinda Weekly 
by shopping with our 

advertisers and telling them
you saw their ad!
Your local free

Newspaper for Lamorinda

Support Lamorinda
Weekly by shopping
with our advertisers
and telling them you

saw their ad!
Your local free
Newspaper for 

Lamorinda

Custom Homes & Renovations

      

 

 

 

Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

 
  

          

McCartt
Construction LLC

 
“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Built It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

(925) 376-5717
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

Certified Green Builder Are You Ready for the
NEW 5?

Michael Heller
BMW Concord

mlheller78@hotmail.com

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

Call Michael at 
925-998-2150

OFFICIAL
LAMP

ADJUSTING
STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFICIAL

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California Brake, Lamp & Smog Station

925-377-6020
450 Center St., Moraga (Rheem center-across from the Post Office)

OIL CHANGE
$29.95 + Hazmat + Tax

5 qts Premium 5/30 or 10/30
Oil + Filter - Most Vehicles

$30 SMOG
+ $8.25 Certificate

1995 or older $20 for 
EVAP Test may apply 
Most Sedans & SUV

WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

Moraga Town Council Candidates Forum Coming Soon
By Sophie Braccini

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7036  •  www.moraga.ca.us
-  Supper Club for Teens – Learn to cook healthy meals 

(ages 11-15)  Tuesdays from 4:00-6:00pm.
-  AARP Drivers Safety Course -  Tues/Fri, 10/19 & 10/22

-  Award winning dessert pie making class – 10/4
-  Oktoberfest  10/10/10, 2:00-6:00pm  fun for 

the entire family at the Hacienda 

 

9 Bay Area Stores to serve you! 
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
 Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 
 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210 

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
 Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 
 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
 Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 
 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 

Columbia 
Fall Jackets 

Pants & Vests 
 

30% 
 

Now From 24.99  

Jane Ashley 
Arctic Fleece 

Vests 
 

19.99  
 

Orig. 34.00 
8 Fall Colors 

C.M. Sport 
Long Sleeve 
Fall T-Shirts 

 

9.99  
 

Crew, Scoop 
& V-Necks

Steph. Rogers 
Turtleneck 
Sweaters 

50% 
 

Now 16.99 
Orig. 34.00. 

Salem Straits 
Fall French Terry 

Zip Jackets & Pants 

50% 

Now 18.99 each pc. 
Orig. 38.00 

Fall Handbags 
By Rosetti 

Hobo’s, Satchels & Totes 

40% 

Now From 17.99  

All Fall Wallets 
Clutches, Indexers & 

Photo Wallets by Mundi 

50% 

From 7.99  
12 Great Fashion Colors 

Entire Stock 
Of Fall Levi’s 
Jeans for Her 

34.99 
Orig. 44.00 

Ladies Dept. 

Final Reductions 
On Summer Tanks, T’s 

Capri’s & Dresses 

4.99 
Selection varies by 

Location. Shop Early! 

Now  
Only 

Summer Clearance 
AGB, Sag Harbor, Ruby Rd. 
Fresh Prod, A Dunner & More 

75% 

Just Reduced! Shop Early 
For Best Selection 

OFF 

OFF OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF OFF 

G.V. Casuals 
Ribbed, Snap 

Cardigans 
 

16.99  
 

Orig. 30.00 
8 Fall Colors 

Live A Little 
Silky Twill 
Jackets 

50% 
 

Now 29.99 
Orig. 60.00. 

Your Favorite 
Figure Flattering 
Corduroy Jeans 

 

76.99  
 

Orig. 98.00 
Black, Grey, Brown 

Cotton Quilt 
Zip Jackets 

By S. Rogers 

16.99  
Orig 60.00 

Grey, Red, Ivory, Blk 

Fall Chenille 
Oblong Scarves 

By Axxents 

75% 
 

Now 8.99 
Orig. 36.00. 

Up 
To 
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Drunk in Public, 9/22/10  At

roughly 3:00 a.m. where the

BART trail intersects with

Camino Pablo, officers noticed a

gentleman stumbling as he was

walking.  They could smell al-

cohol on him and asked if he

was drunk.  Cutting to the chase,

he said “yes.”  Maybe it was due

to his swaying or his .17 blood

alcohol level, but he was deter-

mined to be a danger to the citi-

zens of the area and was taken to

the Martinez Detention Facility

for booking.

Gas leak, 9/22/10  A cement

company employee was operat-

ing a backhoe on a construction

project on Moraga Way when it

struck a small supporting gas

line.  Out of an abundance of

caution, homes were evacuated.

Double dipping, 9/16/10  Not

one, but two unlocked cars

parked in a Hillcrest Drive

driveway were broken into.  A

gold chain and pendant were

taken from a GMC truck and

three silver trays were taken

from the adjacent Hyundai.

Sounds like an ad for Dou-

blemint gum, two robberies in

one.

D.U.I.  9/18/10  A car was pulled

over on the Camino Pablo off-

ramp off of Highway 24 at just

after midnight.  The driver of the

Toyota gave a blood sample than

confirmed he was driving under

the influence.  Sadly the very

brief police report gave no other

details for this reporter to work

with.  Adjectives, adverbs wel-

comed.

City Council Tuesday, October 5, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Orinda: www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce: www.orindachamber.org

Public Meetings

•   Police Report   •

Civic News
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Lafayette

$1,425,000 4/3.5

Lafayette 

$3,495,000 6/4

Moraga 

$1,350,000 4/3
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We have two words for you: Coldwell Banker

Coldwell Banker takes your home global 

with its award winning websites
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City Council Candidates 
Speak to Revenue and Infrastructure
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda, like cities across the

state of California, has strug-

gled to generate sufficient revenue

to cover expenses and preserve

services which has forced the City

Council to institute staff furlough

days and reduce or eliminate fund-

ing to some programs over the past

two years. Orinda's revenue prob-

lem is further confounded by sig-

nificant infrastructure needs;

specifically, road, storm drain, and

water pipe repairs, which total an

estimated $100 million or more.

As part of the Lamorinda

Weekly’s ongoing election cover-

age, we asked the five candidates

for Orinda’s City Council to pro-

vide their answers to how to fix the

City’s money and road repair woes.

We posed the following question: 

What do you feel the City

Council should be doing over the

next four years to address the City’s

revenue problem and significant in-

frastructure needs?

Here’s what they had to say,

in their own words.

Tom McCormick (Incumbent)

During the past four years, I have

worked to fix our infrastructure

problems of crumbling roads, failed

storm drains, and inadequate fire-

water pipes by doing the following:

Seeking Federal and State

grants.  We have obtained more than

$5 million in funds over the past few

years to help pay for roads.  Current

road repairs in the Theatre District

are being paid for with State grants.

Cutting city expenses to

make more money available for in-

frastructure repairs.

Dedicating excess city re-

serves to road repairs.

Working in partnership with

neighborhoods to repair roads.  All

creative ideas are acceptable.

Reviewing how Orinda’s

property tax dollars are spent to find

money to fix roads and fire-water

pipes to hydrants.

Completing repairs with city

workers when possible so higher-cost

outside vendors are not necessary.

Looking for less expensive

and environmentally friendly alter-

natives. Moraga Way was repaved

using grant money and used ground

up tires mixed with road asphalt,

which also resulted in a quieter road

for neighboring homes.

Stop the State from taking

Orinda’s money—a yes vote on

Proposition 23 is appropriate.

Dean Orr

As a Council Member, I will search

for all possible sources of funding

to fix our roads. While we are for-

tunate that our City does have a bal-

anced budget, and that staff

furloughs were not required this

year, we do not have the revenue to

adequately repair and maintain our

roads and drains. I believe we must

be fiscally conservative as we re-

view and approve future budgets as

State and Federal funding continues

to be short and in some cases elim-

inated. We need to work together in

a spirit of cooperation with other

local agencies, the schools, utilities,

and the fire district, in order to

stretch our local taxpayer dollars

and to make sure that our tax dol-

lars stay at home and are not seized

by the state.

We must address our failed

roads and seek every funding op-

portunity to obtain revenue—in-

cluding grant money, bonds, and

partnering with the other involved

agencies-like EBMUD, PG&E, and

the Central Sanitary District—to

find funds to fix our roads. In the

short-term we must continue prior-

itizing road repairs from our limited

budget. We must continue to look

at alternate strategies for selecting

road repair projects, sequencing of

the work, and bundling of projects

to take the best advantage of the

construction bid process and stretch

our dollars.

Sue Severson (Incumbent)

Property tax is the main revenue

source for Orinda providing about

half the annual operating budget of

approximately $11 million. Sales

tax is the next largest revenue

source at about 10 percent. Orinda

has little control over the fact that

both revenue sources are shrinking.

The best options are to maintain a

balanced budget by reducing ex-

penses commensurate with revenue

declines, and find new revenue

sources. Last year, Orinda cut over

$500,000 from the budget, elimi-

nating an administrative position

and instituting furloughs. The City

Council will again closely evaluate

the budget midyear to determine if

additional adjustments are needed. 

In 2008, we formed a Finance

Advisory Committee of citizen vol-

unteers with financial expertise to

advise on the budget and to gener-

ate ideas for revenue enhancement.

I have been integrally involved in

the process and we have identified

a number of revenue enhancement

options. 

In the near term, however,

with little budget relief in sight, the

only way to address the significant

infrastructure needs is to efficiently

use every dollar designated for road

and drain repair, maximize grant

opportunities, partner with neigh-

borhoods and utilities to complete

work the City cannot fund, and seek

community collaboration on solu-

tions.

Amy Worth (Incumbent)

Through the City Council’s careful

budgeting and prudent use of tax

dollars, Orinda has been able to

maintain vital services even in these

times of economic hardship. To

maintain these services, Orinda will

need to continue to be vigilant with

expenses and through our strategic

planning budget process, fund those

services that are the highest priority

for the community.  

Improving our roads and

drains must continue to be a high pri-

ority of the City’s, and we must allo-

cate the maximum city resources

available to pave and repair roads

and drains.  Unfortunately, our rev-

enues do not begin to approach the

magnitude of the problem.  By pri-

oritizing the allocation of road

paving dollars, instituting the neigh-

borhood self-help paving program

and an aggressive pothole repair pro-

gram, we can repair and maintain the

roads that have the highest use by

Orinda residents.  We must continue

to allocate all our garbage franchise

fees and regional transportation

funds towards paving roads and ac-

tively seek state and federal road re-

construction grant funds, as we used

to pave Moraga Way. 

Now is not a good time to in-

creases taxes, but Orinda will need

to continue to explore future long

term revenue options to repair and

maintain our infrastructure.

Scott Zeller, MD

Thankfully, due to the strong work

and foresight of Orinda's Finance

Manager Emily Hobdy and City

Manager Janet Keeter, the City's

budget is balanced for the current

fiscal year with no employee fur-

loughs. But with a stagnant econ-

omy and decreasing tax proceeds,

the City must aggressively seek

new revenue opportunities to main-

tain our services and improve our

infrastructure. 

The roads clearly need repair,

yet after two bond issues were de-

feated at the polls, our voters have

said we need to look at alternatives

to tax increases.

One possibility is exploring

all possible avenues for government

grants. Another consideration is

shared-cost neighborhood assess-

ments, as the Crestview Drive peo-

ple have pioneered.

We should welcome and fa-

cilitate small businesses, which will

improve our sales tax income.

Orinda has somewhat of a reputa-

tion as being antagonistic to busi-

nesses. This must change.

In addition, we pay much

more in tax dollars than Moraga

does for our joint fire district. We

should renegotiate to get Moraga to

contribute their fair share, recaptur-

ing those monies towards our infra-

structure—without jeopardizing

our excellent fire services.

Regardless of the solution,

we need to make the infrastructure

repair a defined and untouchable

part of our annual budget.

“It’s a 1932 Model T-Deuce

[Replica].  There are only 100 made

in the whole world.  I’ve been driv-

ing it around in my yard.  It’s peace-

ful.  It’s joyful!”  -- Demetri
Counelis (9), Orinda

“It’s a darling car.  A 1958

Porsche Speedster.  There’s nothing

like an older Porsche.  Every time

they come out with a new one, the

old ones look better.” -- Brad
Shafer, San Francisco

“I like the simpler ones.

There’s a sedan with a navy blue in-

terior over there.  I’d drive it to

school and show it off.” -- Sophie
Belinn (14), Orinda

“This is Jim’s ’38 Harley

[Davidson] 45.  He has special cars

too—Cords—built in the 30’s, with

front wheel drive.  One of them is

collapsible…you know, what you

call convertible.  When I go for a

walk in the morning, I go down and

look at Jim’s cars: they’re such

beauties.” -- Bill Garrison (86),
Lafayette

“I keep it in my house, [his

’38 Harley], ‘cause I like to look at

it.” -- Jim Lawrence, Lafayette

This year’s auction and raffle

raised over $12,000 to benefit the

Educational Foundation of Orinda,

Seniors Around Town, and the

Orinda Historical Society.  Me-

chanics Bank sponsored the party

Friday evening and Orinda Motors

organized the event.

There was plenty of emotion

at the car show, but the most

poignant moment happened Friday

evening, when Chip Herman and

Steve Race put out a community

appeal.  “We asked people to give

whatever they could for the two

workers involved in the terrible ac-

cident that happened here,” Herman

said, referring to last June’s  elec-

trocution victims. He and Race

matched the donations with $1,000

each, raising a total of $5,500.

“There’s been some criticism that

not enough was done for the two

men,” Herman said.  “These guys

were workers who contributed to

Orinda.  Last night, there was sup-

port going beyond the borders of

our community; it was the best.”

See more photos on page S4

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP
USED & NEW BOOKS

ALWAYS DISCOUNTED!

OPEN EVERY DAY 9:30am - 7:30pm

925.258.9076

39 MORAGA WAY

ORINDA 94563
(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”
--DIABLO MAGAZINE

Orinda Parties with Cars
... continued from page A1

925.360.9588   925.708.9515   WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COMDRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

Call for a complete

Marketing 

Consultation. 

See all MLS Listings at

www.thehattersleys.com

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

The Average Price of sold properties VS The Average Price of listed properties
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Downtown Planning Workshop Set for 10/18
To provide all of Orinda’s residents with the opportunity to help to determine the vision for Orinda’s downtown,
the City has planned two public workshops, says City Manager Janet Keeter. The first workshop will be held on
Monday, October 18th, starting at 7:00 p.m. in Founders Hall at the Community Center. Professional facilitators
from MIG Inc. in Emeryville will lead the “town hall style” meetings to allow residents to constructively discuss
the merits of the recommendations presented in the downtown segment of the Planning Process Review Task
Force Report. The second workshop is planned for early December. A. Firth

Absentee Ballots Arrive Soon! 

ZE L L E R
F o r  C i t y  C o u n c i l
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C h e r i s h  O r i n d a

Paid for by: Orindans For Zeller 

Smart Downtown Revitalization
Not Massive High-Rise Development
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For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward
Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property
925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Rare Burton Valley Estate    
Listed & Sold Prior to MLS

Private 7+ acres, potential to sub-divide.

Marketed with discretion for pre-open 

market sale.  Co-list/sale w/D Holt. 

Ask me about selling your special property!

apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

649 Miner Road, Orinda
Shown by Appointment

This serene, contemporary home is situated on a 1+/-acre lot
near downtown Orinda Village and Orinda’s great schools. The
outdoor decking and yard overlook an oak woodlands open
space which creates a private wooded setting for the home.
Over 3100sf of living space, great storage, a 3-car garage and
fabulous hardwood flooring make this home a wonderful buy. 
$899,000 Shelly Rae Ruhman

open.apr.com 925.258.1111

9 Las Vegas Road, Lafayette
Shown by Appointment

This Orinda Country Club home combines California indoor/
outdoor living and an elegant, contemporary style. Completely
updated with high quality appliances & materials throughout,
this home is ready for its next owner. An open floor plan, light
and bright living spaces, along with a perfectly appointed
chef’s kitchen make this a home for just about everyone.
$1,149,000 Amy Rose Smith

open.apr.com 925.258.1111

8 Amanda Lane, Lafayette
Shown by Appointment

If you enjoy urban living combined with a rural setting then
this wonderfully luxurious, single family home is for you. It is
close to BART, Lafayette schools, downtown shopping, and the
Lafayette Reservoir. Custom built 3 years ago, the amenities in
this home include hardwood flooring, a gourmet kitchen with
stainless steel appliances and a private fenced yard. 
$949,000 Alan Marks

open.apr.com 925.258.1111

1023 Sunrise Ridge, Lafayette
By Appointment Only

“Landscaped to perfection” does not begin to describe this
lovely yard designed to provide vibrant color all year round.
This single-level home has a phenomenal floor plan that blends
both functionality & livability and combines indoor/outdoor 
living with California style. Hardwood flooring, 4 fireplaces, tall
ceilings, and a 4-car garage complete the package.
$1,395,000 Bill Finnegan

open.apr.com 925.258.1111

W H E R E  D O  Y O U  

W A N T  T O  L I V E ?

open.apr.com

“The Measure of  Man” to Remain 
And new art is on its way to Orinda’s public places
By Sophie Braccini  

“This piece is a perfect ad-

dition to our community

and represents its creativity,” said

Orinda Parks and Recreation Di-

rector Todd Skinner as the Orinda

City Council accepted the donation

of the sculpture titled “The Meas-

ure of Man,” by artist Keith Bush.

The piece has been on loan from the

artist and is located on the Upper

Library Plaza where it will now re-

main, noted Skinner. The Council

also accepted the loan of seven new

sculptures to the city, which are

scheduled to be installed at the Li-

brary Plaza in mid-October and will

be on display for about a year.  

At 96’ high, “The Measure of

Man” towers over passers-by. The

steel structure represents three sym-

bolic human beings, trapped in a

giant measuring tool. “In this sculp-

ture I have used an abstract mi-

crometer (a precision measuring

tool) as the symbol of the bureau-

cracies trying to impose perceived

standards on individuals,” wrote the

artist in his statement to the city,

“The three figures are fighting off

the process of being measured by

someone else’s standards or ideas.”

“I love to look at children ex-

periencing these sculptures,” said

Council Member Amy Worth, “I re-

member seeing one child with his

parents; the father was explaining

what science was like for him.  It is

a wonderful allusion to science and

men.”

“We want to thank Keith

(Bush) from the bottom of our

hearts,” said Skinner, who ex-

plained that Bush decided to donate

his statue because he was impressed

by the art program and was pleased

by the way he and his work had

been treated by the city. 

“The Measure of Man” joins

several other publicly-displayed

works that have been donated either

to the City or the Friends of the Li-

brary, including Allison McCrady’s

painting of Orinda, donated by the

artist, that hangs in City Hall; and

“Mother Reading to Child,” a

bronze-work by Kevin Christison

on display by the library. 

“We are working with the

City Council to purchase a few

more pieces,” said Skinner, “the

Parks and Recreation Department

has set aside restricted funds that

are matched by private donations

for that purpose.”   

Skinner noted that the city is

seeing an increase in the offers of

artwork to be loaned for display.

“We started with seven or eight

pieces and we now have more than

twenty,” he said, “I believe that we

are getting close to our maximum.”  

The Measure of Man Photo Ohlen Alexander

Paid Political Advertisement



Editor:

Moraga has a new town manager, our seventh in about 15 years, if we in-

clude two interim managers. Wouldn't the public interest be better served if

we could reduce that rate of turnover? Our two most recent town managers

were surprised by the acrimony in our community. I believe that we can im-

prove the situation if more Moragans will become productively engaged in

public affairs instead of letting a few complainers have disproportionate im-

pact. This will require that more citizens become knowledgeable about civic

affairs.

The unfortunate pattern in Moraga is for some residents to become exer-

cised rarely and briefly over hot-button issues. Emotions are vented, a lack

of understanding is exhibited, and then those citizens return to the sidelines,

not to be heard from again for a long time -- if ever. When the next contro-

versy arises, a new batch of initiates performs on the stage before disap-

pearing. What we need is an ongoing commitment to become familiar with

laws, structures, and procedures, so that we gain over time at least a basic

grasp of how things work. Emotion has its place in human experience, but

knowledge and rationality are preferable in public discourse.

Many of the concerned citizens who expressed an interest in the Dollar Tree

issue were of working and child-bearing age, and my comments are directed

primarily at you. Regardless of how you feel about the outcome, I hope you

will now transfer your energy and concern to other issues, such as whether

the Town of Moraga will have enough revenue to remain an incorporated

municipality. The Town Council is attempting to engage with the public on

this important issue. I urge you to respond to this outreach. Read the report

of the Revenue Enhancement Committee, ask questions, attend meetings,

make suggestions. My generation is fading from the scene. Moraga's future

requires your participation and your leadership. Build on what we have done.

Make Moraga as good as it can be.

Dale Walwark

Moraga

Editor:

Baloney sandwich, anyone?

With Mayor McCormick as point man, the current Orinda City Council has

publicly, or in some cases, more obtusely in this election year, advocated

the support of high rise, high density, mixed use, condo village re-develop-

ment of the Theatre Square district and other downtown districts, with the

logic that more downtown residences mean a jump in retail sales tax revenue,

which in turn, means better quality roadways for Orinda. 

“Not so much”, says Steve Wahlstrom, an award-winning, independent,

urban planner, with more than 200 municipal projects on his resume. At the

September 7 city council meeting, Mr. Wahlstrom presented his Retail Sales

Tax Leakage Report for Orinda, based on his April 2010 research. When

asked how much retail sales tax revenue would jump with an influx of down-

town residents, Mr. Wahlstrom held up his thumb and fore-finger in the uni-

versal symbol for a skoch, and advised that projecting a meaningful retail

sales tax increase to justify the construction of high rise, high density, mixed

use, condo village, re-development, was flawed reasoning.

An incredulous city council proceeded to ask Mr. Wahlstrom the same ques-

tion, multiple times. And they kept getting the same answer. Mr. Wahlstrom

elaborated that a broader range of retail offerings, in line with national chain,

box stores, would be needed to meaningfully increase Orinda’s retail sales

tax, but deemed such a solution as unviable. His explanation? Orinda’s nar-

row mountain canyon topography, especially in the Theatre District, pre-

cludes a development site that could accommodate the minimum square

footage and associated parking requirements, mandated by such national

corporate retailers. 

Clearly, the city council expected and wanted a different answer from their

anticipated ally. Now, some city employee might subsequently take Mr.

Wahlstrom to the woodshed, and instruct him on how to “play ball” for his

$10,000 consulting fee, but the truth is out in the open and the truth is clear.

If this current city council professes that high rise, high density, mixed use,

condo village re-development is the prime rib panacea for all that ails Orinda,

then why does it smell so much like baloney?

And how does a city council that pleads it is too poor to be able to afford an

independent, professional survey of what Orindans want from their down-

town, still find the funds for a Retail Sales Tax Leakage Report, plus the fa-

cilitation firm for the upcoming workshops on the Downtown Proposed

Plan? Why is this city council so intent on spending public money to sell a

proposal, which is founded on erroneous assumptions, instead of scientifi-

cally surveying its citizens or putting the Proposed Downtown Plan to a vote

of the citizens? 

Owen Murphy

Orinda

Editor

The current Crossroads beautification project is surely the most fouled-up

public service job in the history of our little town.

Thousands of man-hours and woman-hours of delays have hit us already.

Worse, the job will eliminate several badly-needed parking slots in Orinda.

Of course, if the City Council proceeds with the plan to tear down Cross-

roads business buildings we won’t need those parking places anyway.

The whole job of repaving Moraga Way was supposed to be complete by

August 17. And it would have been, without these little islands of nonsense

at the corners. Now we will be lucky if the Swisher Co finishes pouring con-

crete by Christmas.

Our City Council has again wasted badly needed money (for fixing roads,

maybe!) on frivolities. We need a change.

Chuck McCoy

Orinda

Lafayette Candidates

Editor

“Higgle-dee-piggle-dee," our town’s not based on a grid, I used to say when

giving directions to people in Lafayette. But look at us now! 

The fall city newsletter got me to thinking about the thoughtful, commu-

nity-driven improvements that have happened in the 27 years I’ve lived here. 

Walk the length of our town to see tangible reasons to be proud of Lafayette:

The reservoir, the Veterans Memorial Building, the center medians planted

with beautiful sustainable landscaping and decorated with sparkling twinkle

lights, the seasonal banners, the convenient and unobtrusive BART station,

the hill of crosses that represent a community that never forgets what’s going

on in the world, the variety of stores and restaurants indicative of entrepre-

neurship and excellent food. 

A charming central park, the statue of Marquis de Lafayette (look closely,

someone may have put a pair of sunglasses on him), our new library, its

beauty embracing both the tangible and intangible, a visual and intellectual

triumph, a place that came into being because of a true public-private part-

nership, its community hall purposely placed with its tall windows on the

major corner so that citizens can see into City meetings and feel welcome

to attend and give input. The service businesses, the elegant hotel, our ex-

cellent schools, a town that loves its coffee so much that I’ve heard us called

Latte-ette. (Instead of sunglasses, give that Marquis a latte!) 

Don Tatzin’s thoughtful inclusive leadership is a constant factor in helping

Lafayette become the place we enjoy today.  His approach to good public

policy, developing community and hiring excellent city employees provide

intangible reasons why Lafayette has become a “gem.”  

I ask you to vote yes to re-elect Don Tatzin to City Council. 

Hilma Wikander Jones 

(Has anyone seen my sunglasses?)

Lafayette

Editor:

In this year's Lafayette City Council race, Don Tatzin offers years of expe-

rience and brings demonstrated commitment, innovative solutions, a history

of careful land-use planning, and a prudent fiscal management style to the

position.

Don knows that good schools are a critical element of a successful commu-

nity and sought greater cooperation with the school districts.  At the request

of the Lafayette School District Governing Board, Don participated in the

recent strategic planning process.

Don conceived of the first citizen Financial Review Committee in the 1990's,

which resulted in the Council improving the efficiency of government serv-

ices.  During the past decade, the City has put more money into police serv-

ices and roads while maintaining a balanced budget.

We have lived in Lafayette since 1968 and have seen the downtown become

more vibrant with improved public landscaping and more shopping choices.

Simultaneously, neighborhoods are protected from excessive development

and the views of largely undeveloped ridgelines remain.  Don chaired the

Hillside and Ridgeline Committee that created enhanced protections for our

most visually attractive ridges.

We support Don because he will bring four more years of thoughtful lead-

ership to the Council.

Carol and Bob Singer

Lafayette

Orinda Candidates

Editor:

I’m supporting Tom McCormick for re-election to Orinda’s City Council.  In

a nutshell, McCormick has the intellect, and management skills to deal with

a variety of tough issues that confront Orinda—and future issues that will

likely be more challenging.  

As a past volunteer for the Planning Process Review Task Force (PPRTF –

I was on the Process subcommittee.) and current volunteer on the Planning

Commission, I worked closely with Tom over a two-year period and through

dozens of meetings.  He had a good understanding of the issues, and was

willing to give everyone a shot at explaining different perspectives.  While

we did not always agree, I always felt I had a fair shake—that Tom listened,

was willing to adjust, and made the task force work toward good, consen-

sus decisions to benefit all of Orinda.  

As a result of the public response over the 55’ building height limit that was

proposed by the PPRTF, the City, rightly so, has promised a restart of the

downtown review through a series of meetings to try to find out what Orin-

dans really want.  Tom McCormick is the one that pressed for these addi-

tional meetings to get a full understanding of what Orinda wants and needs.

While some may associate this upcoming review (which surely will be in-

teresting), as a disappointment in the PPRTF, it is not.  McCormick’s lead-

ership of the PPRTF was successful in establishing a vision and basis, and

most of the solid recommendations from the Process and Residential sub-

committees have or will be implemented.  Most important, finally we have

many more Orindans starting to engage their local government, and hope-

fully refine the vision to preserve our town’s character while being mindful

of the need to encourage business and services, and avoid urban decay.  Lis-

tening to, developing, and implementing intelligent and workable perspec-

tives of the local citizenry are critical roles for the City Council.

Whatever people think about the PPRTF proposal for revitalizing down-

town (mostly on down sloped lots), I doubt the low-income senior housing

+50’ high structure across from the Fire House, (which is proceeding in iso-

lation to the new downtown review process) on an up sloping lot, fits the

“PPRTF image.”  If constructed in an envelope similar to what is outlined

by the current story poles, many Orindans, who objected to the PPRTF  [and

some who did not], will be more than surprised.   

Bottom line, there are many forces trying to reshape Orinda.  As a 30-year

resident, count me in the camp that favors a strong local government that lis-

tens to and acts on what Orindans want —and one that is not overly influ-

enced by special interest advocacy groups.  I think Orindans need City

Council members with critical skills, who listen, analyze, and do what is

best for Orinda, and can make tough decisions that may not be “politically

correct.”  That’s why I’m voting to re-elect Mayor Tom McCormick. 

Chris Kniel

Orinda Planning Commissioner

Dear Editor,

My first encounter with Sue Severson was over 20 years ago. Sue held the

first of many meetings for “Earthquake Preparedness” for our schools. This

project was one of many commitments to the town of Orinda, where Sue has

shown vision thinking and energy to match.  

We now are in a much better position at each school, with food, first aide,

and support equipment in the event of a natural disaster. When we started in

1990, the only items that were available were a few World War II first aide

supplies.  Sue has a real talent to bring ideas together with respect for every-

one’s opinion and then finalize the goal and move forward. 

During her years on the School Board, you would find Sue walking around

school sites to be available to those that wanted to talk to her about all kinds

of issues.  

Bonnie Jo Hodge Quist

Orinda

Editor:

We invite Orindans to join us in support of the 3 candidates who will bring

Respect, Enthusiasm, Consideration, Integrity, Knowledge and the real

meaning of Volunteerism to our Community.

We need proven leaders of whom we can be proud and, therefore, are en-

dorsing: Amy Worth, Sue Severson and Dean Orr for Orinda City Council!

Join us!

Dick Heggie and Bobbie Landers

Orinda 

Editor:

Fiscal Responsibility:

Sue Severson has been instrumental in keeping Orinda fiscally solvent dur-

ing these rough economic times.  Her personal commitment to making sure

that Orinda sets priorities and plans that are fiscally sound have helped keep

Orinda on budget despite increasing costs and decreasing revenues.  She has

also come up with creative ideas to find alternative financing for arts and

community programs that the city can no longer afford to fund.  Sue was in-

strumental in setting up the Orinda Community Foundation which organizes

great events such as the Kids Triathlon and the Orinda Golf Tournament,

the proceeds from which help fund other Orinda activities such as the Fourth

of July Parade, Orinda Idol and arts programs.  We are fortunate to have

such a talented city council member working so hard to keep Orinda a great

place to live.  We urge you to join us in supporting Sue Severson for Orinda

City Council. 

Nancy & Rick Booth

Orinda

Editor:

We have been residents of Orinda for over fifty years. We remember 

well when Orinda was incorporated with Dick Heggie as our first 

Mayor. Since that time we have seen many fine men and women serve on

the city council. Sue Severson is one of the most dedicated and 

talented workers we have ever had. We are supporting her for another 

term in office.

Sincerely,

Ann and Lee Sorenson 

Editor:

Chairman Mao Tse-tung, describing guerilla warfare, said in 1936:  "The

enemy advances, we retreat; the enemy camps, we harass; the enemy tires,

we attack; the enemy retreats, we pursue."

Something similar to guerilla warfare is going on in Orinda.   

For many months, members of the City Council and the Planning Com-

mission have been sponsoring a scheme to construct high-rise buildings,

luxury apartments, and a hotel in downtown Orinda. 

Now, some City Council candidates who have supported downtown devel-

opment -- such Tom McCormick, Dean Orr, and Amy Worth -- are, as Chair-

man Mao might have predicted, retreating.

At a recent television debate, "McCormick, Worth, and Orr offered no

positions on the [downtown] recommendations . . ." (Contra Costa

Times, Sept. 7).

McCormick and Worth are City Council incumbents.  Orr is head of Orinda's

Planning Commission.

One candidate for City Council, Dr. Scott Zeller, is opposed to constructing

high-rise buildings in downtown Orinda.

Orinda's semi-rural and village-like character make Orinda an extremely en-

joyable place to live.  Keeping high-rise buildings out of downtown should

increase the demand -- and prices -- for housing in Orinda.

Please vote for Dr. Zeller and keep Orinda from becoming the next Walnut

Creek or Manhattan.

Richard S. Colman

Orinda

Editor:

Vote for Scott Zeller for the Orinda City Council. He is the only candidate

strongly and openly opposed to a change in our downtown building height.

The current Orinda City Council is considering amending the Orinda Gen-

eral Plan to allow downtown building heights of 55 plus feet on both sides

of the freeway. Our Mayor, Tom McCormick, who is running for re-election

has come out strongly in favor of raising our height limit. Council Members

Sue Severson and Amy Worth, who are also running for re-election, won’t

tell us their position on the height issue. Dean Orr, running for election to the

city council, hasn’t told us his position.

This is the most important issue that has faced our community since incor-

poration. We became the City of Orinda because of building height issues

during the development of "Theater Square". To amend the general plan to

allow five story buildings downtown is a major step backward. The citizens

of Orinda didn’t want large multistory buildings at that time and we don’t

want multistory buildings now. We have one of the most pleasant semi-rural

towns in the U.S.

Vote ONLY for Scott Zeller. Do not cast votes for those running for election

who want to change Orinda. Do not cast your vote for those who won’t tell

us what they think. Cast one vote only, for Scott Zeller.

Save Orinda!

Kent Hagen

Orinda 

Editor:

Mayor Tom McCormick has worked diligently these past four years to earn

our support for another term on the Orinda City Council. Tom will continue

to work for our community and keep Orinda a wonderful place to live and

thrive. 

Tom passionately believes that government should be open and responsive

to its citizens. He spent endless hours revamping the entire planning process

and wouldn't accept anything less than a complete change---one that is

kinder, simpler, more understandable, and dramatically more user-friendly.

He was the driving force and deserves full credit for "making it happen."

He never opted for the easy way out by just making improvements around

the margins. During the numerous public hearings, Tom showed us all what

he is best known for...common sense. He always asked, "Is this the best we

can do to make the planning process simpler, faster, fairer, and more trans-

parent?" He pushed the process forward until he accomplished these wor-

thy goals, and for that and so much more, we owe Tom our acknowledgment

of a job well done.  I know that he will take this same common sense, can-

do attitude into the next four year term which is why I am asking you to vote

for Tom McCormick.

But Tom is by no means a one trick pony. Not only has he challenged the

City staff to be more responsive to the needs of Orinda residents, but he has

been fiscally conservative, implementing City employee furloughs in order

to keep our budget in balance and re-organizing the Administrative and Fi-

nancial Services departments which resulted in saving some $75,000 of tax

payer money.  Tom, as part of a more open and inclusive style of govern-

ment, has expanded the Mayor's Liaison meetings to reach out to more com-

munity groups. He has also helped foster the superb Art in Public Places

program in a continuing effort to improve all facets of life in Orinda. Lastly,

Mr. McCormick is a strong supporter of environmental programs to make

Orinda a greener city and to help residents embrace more sustainable living

options.

In short, Tom is working hard for the betterment of our community. He is

open, sensible, hard-working, and willing to deal with issues important to all

of us in Orinda. Please return Tom to Office...he has earned our support.

Richard Westin

Orinda
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Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the 
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 
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•    Community Service •
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service

organizations to submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions can be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

The Case for Open Space

A recent poll of Lafayette voters showed that preserving open space

is our highest priority, even higher than improving public education or

repairing our roads.  We are fortunate to be surrounded by open ridge-

lines and hillsides where we still see more trees than houses.  The open

hills and ridges are what make highway 24 a scenic route.

But the open space we experience is not just a view.  Everywhere we

go, we are aware of the openness around us.  Our winding streets pro-

vide vistas of our hills and remind us that we live on and around them.

From many of our homes and yards, we are aware not only of our

neighborhood, but of the landscape beyond it.  In the downtown, we

don’t just drive from block to block.  We have the context of the to-

pography around us – as the view changes, we understand that we are

moving through a spacious valley surrounded by a complex of hills.

Many of us spend time in parks, on trails, and along our creeks.  These

smaller open spaces are no less critical to our sense of our community

and our environment.  They reinforce our appreciation that not every-

thing is paved and landscaped, that we have a connection to the land

we occupy.

That same poll of Lafayette voters showed that open space was not

high on the list of things we want to spend our money on.  In part, this

is because there are so many other important uses for our tax dollars.

In part, it is because many people assume our open spaces all belong

to us.  In fact, much of the open space around Lafayette is still in pri-

vate hands.

To preserve our open spaces and the special sense of space they pro-

vide requires action on several fronts.  First, Lafayette has set priori-

ties to acquire and preserve open space.  Acalanes Ridge was one of

those identified priorities.  Lafayette, Walnut Creek, East Bay Re-

gional Parks, and the Muir Heritage Land Trust combined our resources

and experience to acquire and permanently preserve that key open

space.  That illustrates the second action, cooperation between agencies

and organizations with an interest in preserving open space.  Money for

acquisitions will be tight for the foreseeable future, and cooperation is

essential.  Third, we need to continue to plan for the preservation of

open spaces and to create opportunities to open parks, creeks, and trails

so that we not only see open space, but experience it.

Preserving open space will require persistence and creativity, but it is

essential to maintain the identity of our communities.

Brandt Andersson

(Mayor, City of Lafayette)

Public Forum JOIN IT

Lamorindans Help Shelter Animals
Submitted by Cheyenne Ziermann

Over the past several

months Campolindo sen-

ior Cheyenne Ziermann has

been industrious in her efforts to

obtain donations for her Girl

Scout Gold Award Project, using

school email blasts and posting

announcements in local publica-

tions. Her ongoing project is to

help shelter animals and she col-

lected towels and blankets, toys,

supplies and other supplies for

cats and dogs at the Peninsula

Humane Society.  She would

like to thank the Lamorinda

community for all their help

with her project:

“The support from people

in Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga

to help these poor animals was

just incredible,” Ziermann

writes. “Almost every day when

I came home from school, bags

had been dropped off at my

home.  The library in Orinda,

where I was allowed to set up a

drop-off box, called me because

the box was overflowing.  It

wasn't just old towels and blan-

kets, there were leashes, dishes,

new toys and even treats from

Trader Joe's!  

It took my mom and me

three full car loads to bring

everything to the Humane Soci-

ety in Burlingame.  At our last

drop-off, the president of the

Humane Society happened to be

there and he helped us unload.

He was overwhelmed by so

much generosity.  All donations

were very much appreciated.”

Ziermann ends her letter with a

heartfelt acknowledgment to the

community:  “Thank you for

helping shelter animals and for

helping with my project.”

Smoke Alarms: Up, Down and All Around
Submitted by Grace Santos

In an effort to better educate

communities throughout the

U.S. about smoke alarm recom-

mendations, the nonprofit National

Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

is promoting “Smoke Alarms: A

Sound You Can Live With!” as the

theme for this year’s Fire Preven-

tion Week campaign, October 3-9.

The Moraga Orinda Fire District

(MOFD) will participate in the

campaign.

“Many homes in Moraga and

Orinda may not have any smoke

alarms, not enough smoke alarms,

alarms that are too old, or alarms

that are not working,” says MOFD

Fire Marshal Michael Mentink.

“We want residents to understand

that working smoke alarms are

needed in every home, on every

level (including the basement), out-

side each sleeping area and inside

each bedroom. And, if a smoke

alarm is 10 years old or older, it

needs to be replaced.”

According to Mentink,

smoke alarms can mean the differ-

ence between life and death in a

fire. NFPA statistics show that

working smoke alarms cut the

chance of dying in a fire nearly in

half. But they must be working

properly to do so. The association’s

data shows that many homes have

smoke alarms that aren’t working

or maintained properly, usually be-

cause of missing, disconnected or

dead batteries. Roughly two-thirds

of all home fire deaths result from

fires in homes with no smoke

alarms or no working smoke

alarms.

The MOFD will be hosting

an Open House (more info at

www.mofd.org) during Fire Pre-

vention Week to promote “Smoke

Alarms: A Sound You Can Live

With!” locally. Through educa-

tional, family-oriented activities,

residents can learn more about the

power of smoke alarms, newer op-

tions for installing and maintaining

them properly, and ultimately, how

to better protect their loved ones

from fire.

NFPA and the MOFD agree

that interconnected smoke alarms

offer the best protection; when one

sounds, they all do. This is particu-

larly important in larger or multi-

story homes, where the sound from

distant smoke alarms may be re-

duced to the point that it may not

be loud enough to provide proper

warning, especially for sleeping in-

dividuals.

The Moraga-Orinda Fire

District offers the following tips for

making sure smoke alarms are

maintained and working properly:

• Test smoke alarms at least

once a month using the test button,

and make sure everyone in your

home knows their sound.

• If an alarm “chirps,” warning

the battery is low, replace the bat-

tery right away.

• Replace all smoke alarms, in-

cluding alarms that use 10-year

batteries and hard-wired alarms,

when they’re 10 years old (or

sooner) if they do not respond

properly when tested.

• Never remove or disable a

smoke alarm.

To find out more about Fire

Prevention Week programs and ac-

tivities in Moraga and Orinda,

please contact the MOFD at 925-

258-4525. To learn more about

“Smoke Alarms: A Sound You Can

Live With!,” visit the NFPA web

site at www.

firepreventionweek.org.

Tree Restoration Project on North Shore
of  Lake Cascade Nears Completion
Submitted by MJ Walburg

On Monday, September 13,

Horticultural Services, Ltd.

began the last phase of the restora-

tion tree project along the north

shore of Lake Cascade. Sponsored

by the Orinda Garden Club in con-

junction with the centennial cele-

bration of the Garden Club of

America and with the consent of the

Orinda Country Club, which owns

the lake, the tree restoration will in-

clude pruning of over 100 trees

along the lake front. Fifteen Cork

Oaks (Quercus Suber) were planted

by OGC in the early '40's.

The original California native

oaks, laurels, madrones, maples,

alders and elders were planted by

Edward DeLaveaga when he de-

veloped the lake in 1922. In the

early 40's the Garden Club received

permission from OCC to enhance

the planting around the lake and

again in 1965 the ladies received

money from Richfield 011 for civic

beautification and planted more

trees including weeping willows,

acacias, scotch broom, oleanders,

manzanitas, birch, bottle brush,

toyon and climbing Banksia roses.

Lake Cascade is a popular

meeting place for runners, walkers

and bird watchers. Protected by Cal-

ifornia Fish and Game, it has also

become a popular bird sanctuary. 

The clearing and pruning has

enhanced the area and provided

greater views of Orinda's hills and

wooded landscapes. Money for the

project was raised by members of

the Orinda Garden Club through

contributions, special events and a

successful silent auction. 

Photo provided

Cheyenne Ziermann with a small portion of the donations received
Photo provided 

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Dictionary
Distribution
Submitted by Thomas Black

Thomas Peeks, president of

Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-

tary (LSR), observes as a third-

grader at Springhill Elementary

School in Lafayette looks up a

word in the personal copy of the

Webster's Children's Dictionary

he just received from the club.

This marks the 13th consecu-

tive year LSR has donated dic-

tionaries to every third-grader

attending public school in the

city. In all, some 300 copies

were distributed. Since the in-

ception of the program in 1998,

the club has invested nearly

$50,000 total in purchasing the

dictionaries. Like all Rotary

clubs internationally, LSR is an

ardent and enthusiastic sup-

porter of education.
Photo Courtesy of Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary 

We Specialize In Carpet, Upholstery
& Area Rug Cleaning

Odor Control ­ Pet Urine Removal
Oriental Rugs Flood Damage

Tile & Stone Restoration
Residential • Commercial

New High Powered 
Truck Mounted Equipment

EPA Approved Method Licensed­Bonded­Insured

CARPET
CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
We Pre­Spot, Scrub & Steam Clean Every Job 

(925) 283-8744
www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

FALL SPECIAL

I 5 %  
OFF

Grandparent’s Day
Submitted by Jessica McCormick and Bethany Ruthnick

To everything there is a sea-

son, it is an adage as sim-

ple as it is true. At Moraga

Royale, residents have reached

the pure enjoyment point in their

lives. After years of family rear-

ing and service to the commu-

nity, these fine folks have more

than earned the right to sit back

and savor the fruits of lives well

lived. For this very reason Mor-

aga Royale recognizes the sec-

ond Saturday in September as

Grandparent’s Day.

Over 400 friends and fam-

ily members were in attendance

for the 4th annual celebration.

Kids and adults a like enjoyed

many of the fun filled activities

that were offered. From a petting

zoo filled with goats, turtles and

an albino python, to pony rides

and a live jazz band…but every-

one’s favorite attraction was the

Dunk Tank. One dollar got you

three throws and the opportunity

to submerge Mike Lawrence,

manager of CVS and Moraga’s

Business Man of The Year. 

Second string dunk-ees in-

cluded Moraga Royale staff Al

Pyne and Loto Rickman. No

matter who festivity-goers opted

to soak, all proceeds went to the

Rescue One Foundation, a non-

profit organization assisting our

local fire department. The men

and women of Station 41

showed their support and made a

spectacular entrance on the very

fire engine they use to keep us

safe.

And so, as little ones scam-

pered about with brightly painted

faces and kids of all ages feasted

on BBQ, savory popcorn or cool

snow cones the band played on.

Grandparents were everywhere

you looked sharing insights, and

recalling laughable anecdotes.

Each of them, a reminder to the

rest of us that the best is truly yet

to come.

Kathy Fowler and granddaughter Alexandra share a frosty snow cone
Photo provided
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Support 
Lamorinda Weekly
by shopping with

our advertisers 
and telling them 
you saw their ad!
Your local free
Newspaper for 

Lamorinda

business briefs

Lic # 195560

DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIRING?
Call the
Resurfacing Experts!

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
925-283-8027

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Driveways
Private Roads

Tennis & Sports Courts
Parking Lots 
Seal Coating

ADA Ramps & Stalls

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

• Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s
• Oversized, built-in Refrigerators
• Redesigns/Alterations

Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

D I S C O U N T  R AT E S
without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive
www.mikeisthere.com

Bus: 925-376-2244 g

Custom Design and Repair in Lafayette

3385 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 899-1789

When she moved to Lafayette last December, Ruby Chen decided to open

a business in town in which she schooled her four children.  This Sep-

tember, she opened Aesthetic Jewelry Design on the east end of Mt. Di-

ablo Boulevard (passed Leslie’s Pool Supply). “My professional

experience has always been in the jewelry industry,” explains Chen, “I

am a trained gemologist; I worked for Pave Fine Jewelry Design in Oak-

land, designing and consulting with clients, I worked with Tiffany & Co

in Walnut Creek and am still working part time in a jewelry-and-repair

store in Alamo.”  Chen feels that her experience allows her to offer the

highest quality repairs with expertise on any jewelry/watch. Right now

she shares the retail space on Mt. Diablo Blvd. with The Nails Club and

is there from 10 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. and by appointment later. “As a Grand

Opening special, I'd like to offer one free stringing repair for seniors, and

50% off all watch battery replacement for everybody for the first six

months,” says Chen, who can also train interested residents in stringing

and creating their own jewelry.

Bonfire Pizzeria Coming to Orinda

A new pizzeria is scheduled to open in Theater Square this fall – Bonfire

Pizzeria – more details in our next issue.

Have Fun, Train Hard, then Eat!

From now on when you show your New Rheem Theatre movie ticket

stub or your 24 Hour Fitness card in many Moraga restaurants, you get a

10% discount on your dinner bill.  This new business partnership was ini-

tiated by the Chamber of Commerce. “Edy (Schwartz, the Chamber Pres-

ident) and I thought that we should find a way to entice people, who come

to the movies or to train at 24 Hour Fitness in Moraga, to stay and have

dinner here,” says Mary Coe, Adjunct Professor at Saint Mary’s College

and volunteer extraordinaire for the Moraga Chamber of Commerce.

Schwartz recalls a meeting between 24Hour Fitness manager Ken Helton

and neighboring restaurants to talk about parking, at which Helton re-

portedly said, “We have so many people coming through here daily, we

should think of a way to help your marketing.”  Coe set to work. “I met

with all the restaurant owners in Moraga and most of them agreed to join

in,” she explains. Although the program is brand new, Roos Pal (of

Terzetto Cuisine) reports that she has already had customers present the

ticket stub or membership card. “This is just a good collaborative part-

nership,” said Schwartz.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette 

• Financial Round Table on Thursday, October 7 at 8:00 a.m. in the 

Chamber Conference Room

• Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening Party on Thursday, October 7 for

the new location of Douglah Design, 6:00-8:00pm at 

3586 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite B5.

• After Hours Mixer on Wednesday, October 13, 5:30-7:00pm at 

Fastframe of Lafayette, 1020 Brown Avenue. Hosted by Fastframe, 

Alternatives for Animals and Creative Alterations.

• Empowerment of Women Forum on Tuesday, October 19, 

5:30-7:00pm at the Lafayette Library & Learning Center Community 

Hall.  The event is organized by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

and Mechanics Bank and sponsored by the Lafayette Library and 

Learning Center Foundation.  The forum is designed to appeal to a 

variety of women.  It will feature a panel of local working women, both

from the profit and non-profit sectors, who will share their career 

stories.  The forum will offer something to both currently working 

women and to those looking to get back into the workforce.  For more

information contact Barbara Gilmore at the Chamber, 284-7404.

Moraga

• Moraga Business Seminar: Tuesday October 19, 6:00-8:00pm at the 

Soda Center Saint Mary's College. The evening program and dinner 

are sponsored by Mechanics Bank.  All Moraga businesses and 

Moraga Chamber of Commerce members are invited.  The panel will 

discuss current economic conditions in the nation and in Moraga and 

will discuss options for businesses today.

Orinda

• Orinda Gala, Wine, Hors d'oeuvres, Art Exhibition & Sale on Saturday,

October 2, 4:00-7:00pm in the Orinda Library Gallery, 26 Orinda Way.

• Orinda Chamber continues its monthly "Brown Bag" Workshops: On 

October 12th, ‘Avoid Causing Death by PowerPoint’, noon-1:00pm in

Orinda City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Community Rooms.  Scott Stiefvater

will lead an enlightening discussion on how to make PowerPoint 

presentations snap. The vast majority of business presentations range 

from not-so-good to deadly. Not only do audiences suffer, but so do 

presenters' careers. Join the Orinda Chamber for this one-hour 

mini-seminar and learn how PowerPoint has contributed to a 

widespread culture of poor presentation practices. More importantly, 

gain a new understanding of presentation development and slide design

along with a variety of practical tips and insights.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact  Sophie Braccini
at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com or call the office 925-377-0977

Table 24 Coming to Orinda
By Sophie Braccini  

The current restaurant buzz

in Orinda is the approach-

ing opening of Table 24 at The-

ater Square.  If your kids have

neglected to mention it, the

restaurant is on Facebook and al-

ready boasts more than 200

friends of co-owners Victor Ivry

and Michael Karp.

It’s not the first time that a

restaurant has tried to lay down

roots in the spot across from

Shelby’s. But what got the prop-

erty owner and the City of Orinda

behind the project were the per-

sonality and complementary tal-

ents of the two partners, coupled

with their vision for the restaurant:

great quality family comfort food.

Ivry and Karp are both

Orinda residents.  It was not food

that first brought them together, it

was swimming.  For 28 years

now Ivry has been coaching kids

at Meadow Swim and Tennis

Club.  “I have touched many

kids’ lives over these years and

I’ve kept my relationship with

them, their parents and now their

children,” says Ivry.

He met Karp at a swimming

master class and the two got talk-

ing.  Ivry had spent his life in the

commercial real estate industry,

while Karp and his wife Lisa are

hospitality professionals.  “If Vic-

tor had talked to me about open-

ing a restaurant in Walnut Creek I

probably would not have been in-

terested,” said Karp, “what sold

me was to start something right

here where we live, in Orinda.”  

Ivry says his family thinks

he was born for this opportunity.

“I will be in the restaurant every

day,” he says, “I will be a good-

will ambassador and will make

people feel comfortable when

they walk in the door.” 

Community ties, a feel for

what people want, and great at-

mosphere are certainly compo-

nents of a successful restaurant,

but the partners still had to attract

the right Executive Chef.  They

found her in Mendocino; her name

is Kelly Hatcher. “She is someone

interested in combinations of fla-

vors,” says Karp, “she comes from

a market café grocery where she

helped design the whole concept,

picked the menus and wines.  Peo-

ple here will love her food.”

“The tough part right now

is that we have taste-testing ses-

sions where we have to choose

among all these great foods,”

adds Ivry, who’s concerned that

he’ll have to step up his swim-

ming routine in order to compen-

sate for all the tasting.  

The two men confess that

working on the menu is one of

their favorite activities, like sam-

pling products from local bakers to

find that perfect bread for the Clam

Chowder in a Bread Bowl, or the

optimal slices for the signature Ar-

tisan Cage-free Egg Sandwich.  

Hatcher is inclined toward

local ingredients and to change

some of the menu options daily,

“Kelly has established relation-

ships with local farmers and she

will shop the local farmers’ mar-

kets too,” says Karp, “customers

can expect to see soups and piz-

zas change daily according to

what’s fresh that day.” 

Ivry and Karp want to be-

come a part of everyday Orinda

life and are planning breakfast

menus as well as kids’ time after

school. “Kids hang out around

here after school,” noted Ivry,

“they can come in, drop their

backpacks at the large commu-

nity table, and have afternoon

milk and cookies, shakes, or a

Caesar salad.  This will be a

good, healthy environment; teens

and their parents will love it.”

Table 24 is on the web at

www.table24orinda.com.

Core Bookkeeping Solutions
Serving your business

• Accounts Payable & Receivable • Financial Statements
• Budgets & Cash Flow • Payroll & Journal Entries
• Reconciliations & Systems Improvement • Year End Processing; W2s, 1099

* and more …

Patricia Ahazie, Principal
Moraga Resident

925-262-8358
3624 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
patricia@corebookkeeping.com  |  www.corebookkeeping.com

Michael Karp (left) and Victor Ivry (right) Photo provided

Shop  locally whenever you can.  
Only your support of  our  local

businesses will keep them open!



Clive Worsley likes a good

challenge.  To open its

2010/2011 season, the Artistic Di-

rector of Town Hall Theater is pre-

senting Jeffrey Hatcher's

adaptation of Robert Louis Steven-

son's classic 1886 novella, The

Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.

Hyde. The new production is guar-

anteed to send chills down the

spines of Lamorinda audiences.

We met the director and cast

during one of their last rehearsals.

The power of the play was already

there, and it is rated PG-13 for

good reason.  As Worsley puts it, it

is a psycho-sexual drama, and the

actors carry the intensity of the

emotions beautifully.

The story of Jekyll and Hyde

is no ‘chick-flick.’  Amy Good-

heart, a Town Hall board member,

recently commented, “This is the

perfect play to take the men in

your life.”  

We all know the story of Dr.

Jekyll transforming into his evil

side, Edward Hyde, after ingesting

a potion of his own creation.

What’s new in Hatcher’s adaption

and Worsley’s interpretation is the

way the seduction of the dark and

dangerous side, that’s been lurking

in humans for all ages, is explored. 

The play presents the differ-

ent faces of malevolence by using

four different actors to play Hyde.

At one point, during an interaction

with the coveted Elizabeth, all 4

voices are there.  The effect is ter-

ribly powerful.  “It takes a little

time for the audience to get accli-

mated to what is going on” admits

Worsley, “but they get into it and

the story just grabs you.”

Costuming is minimal; the

transformations happen through

the acting, the voices, and the

movement.  For Worsley, the

choice of his actors was key. “I did

individual and group auditions to

see how people work together,

how they move,” said the director.

On stage, the play sometimes re-

semble a rhythmic dance, the light

goes up on one side, then the other,

and people move in space and time

with precision and alacrity.   “The

play is both precise and physical,”

says Worsley, “the actors are well

in their bodies, and they have an

intelligence of the text and bring

intensity with some of the emo-

tions.”

Ryan O’Donnell plays a very

likeable Dr. Jekyll.  Worsley chose

him because his truthful and sim-

ple acting draws the audience to

immediately trust him.  O’Don-

nell’s rendition of the emotions of

the character is believable – you

feel for Jekyll, you want him to

win the inner battle that’s over-

powering him.  

Charming Ginny Wehrmeis-

ter plays Elizabeth.  Both vulnera-

ble and strong, she is not a helpless

victim in the play. “Not anyone in

this story is simply a victim,” says

Worsley, “each character has an

agenda, they are propelling their

own story forward.” 

Two of the actors playing

Hyde (and other roles) are Chris

Hayes and Dennis Marquam.

“Chris is our technical director, he

designed the set for the show, runs

our comedy series, and is an amaz-

ing improviser, much like a

chameleon; he was a clear choice

for the role,” says Worsley.  Mar-

quam is a Town Hall favorite who,

according to Worsley, always de-

livers very solid and thoughtful

work.  

On stage, the mastery and

talent of the actors succeeds in ma-

terializing Worsley’s vision to have

different actors play the same role,

and different roles played by the

same actor. 

As usual at Town Hall The-

ater, a teen shadow cast will have

two performances of its own. “The

teens are doing unbelievable

work,” said Worsley, “I am im-

pressed by the level of maturity

and skill for actors of their age.”

When the play is over, the

audience does not feel that it has

found the key to why we are all at-

tracted to the shadowy side of our

nature.  “The difference between

those who act it out and those who

repress is quite thin,” believes

Worsley, “the play doesn’t propose

to give answers to those questions,

but we ask ourselves those ques-

tions in a new light.”
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The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 
• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 

• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of

pleated and washable filters.
Exp. October 31, 2010

Do business 

with a 

neighbor.

Lose 30 to 45 pounds in 12 weeks!
Physician-Supervised Weight Loss • Dietary Guidance

Safe and Effective Medication • Long Term Weight Management

925-287-8777 •  www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Jumpstart Your Weight Loss

Walnut Creek & Pleasanton - (925) 287-8777
San Francisco (Financial District & Laurel Heights) & Marin - (415) 438-4999

Millbrae & Redwood City - (650) 701-1460

Flushing once a year can...
• Lower your energy bill
• Give you hotter water, faster
• Keep your water clean and healthy
• Double the life of your water heater

Forget to
Flush?
It’s just as important
to flush your water
heater as it is to
change the oil in
your car!

Call us to schedule your 
FREE inspection!
(925) 377-6600
www.leapfrogplumbing.com

LeapFrog Plumbing
& Home Improvement Inc.

CA Lic 929641 

One Year Anniversary 
Special

Reserve your next 75 minute  
   Pedicure and receive a 

Complimentary Manicure
 

Or 20% off all other services

Prepare to be pampered in an all-natural, 
acrylic-free nail salon

Offer valid October 1-31, 2010

376-7500

Ballet Classes
Fall Classes

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

SIGNUP NOW
Master Instructor, Jami Fender-Cronin - 32 Years Exp.

The Making of  Jekyll and Hyde
By Sophie Braccini

Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde runs
October 2 to October 31,
with previews on Septem-
ber 30 and October 1. It is
rated PG-13 (for adult situa-
tions) and is about two
hours long.
Showtimes: 8:00pm Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday;
2:00pmSundays, October
10, 17, 24; 7:00pm October
31. Tickets at the Theatre
Box Office at 283-1557, or
online at www.Town-
HallTheatre.com. Town Hall
Theatre is located at 3535
School St., Lafayette.

Jekyll (Ryan O’Donnell left) and Hyde (Chris Hayes right) surround Elizabeth (Ginny Wehrmeister)      Photo Stu Selland

Kids ROCK      LOPC

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Do your kids have
 questions about GOD?

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Help them explore 
the Christian faith in a
 fun and grace fi lled 

environment.

Wednesdays, Oct. - Feb.
  3:30 - 6:00 pm

An afterschool program for ages K-5th

Go to LOPC.org for more 
information or to register
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Support 
Lamorinda Weekly 
by shopping with

our advertisers 
and telling 

them you saw 
their ad!

Your local free
Newspaper 

for Lamorinda

Moraga Orinda 
Fire District 
Board of Directors Meetings
Meetings of the MOFD Board of 
Directors are open to the public and
take place on the third Wednesday of
each month in the Board Room, 
Administration Building, 
1280 Moraga Way, Moraga.

Next meeting(s):

October 6, Special Meeting,
time TBD

MOFD Open House, 
Station 41 (1280 Moraga
Way, Moraga), 10am-2pm
October 20th, 7pm
(go to www.mofd.org as the
meeting date approaches
for more information)

License #777236

Call 925-323-6582
email: nlgionet@lga-db.com    www.lga-db.com

• Remodels
• Additions
• Custom Homes
• Kitchens
• Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value 

engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!
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MOFD Approves
2010/2011 Fiscal Budget
By Lucy Amaral

On September 15, the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District

(MOFD) Board of Directors ap-

proved its General Fund and Spe-

cial Revenue Fund budgets for

fiscal year 2010/2011.  The District

has been working with the budget

for several months now, however

the Board was required to pass a

final version of the budget no later

than September 30.

Fire Chief Randy Bradley

presented the Board with a break-

down of expected revenues and ex-

penses, highlighting the District’s

efforts to balance the budget while

maintaining the current level of

service.  Bradley said that expected

revenues for the year are

$18,100,893 with expected ex-

penses of $18,277,788.  

Due to property tax shortfalls,

MOFD originally found itself with

a deficit of about $450,000.

Bradley said that with cost cutting

measures ranging from renegotiat-

ing insurance premiums to cutting

laundry service, the District was

able to bring the deficit down to less

than $178,000.  Revenue for the

General Fund budget comes from

property tax, earnings on invest-

ments, charges for services and in-

tergovernmental fees.

The Chief offered two op-

tions to balance the budget:  Insti-

tute furlough days and hour re-

strictions to administrative

personnel (including the Chief and

Fire Marshall) as well as shifting

two full time positions to part time;

or, using money from MOFD’s re-

serve fund.

After a brief discussion as to

further cost cutting options, the pos-

sible surplus from the 2009/2010

budget and the probability that con-

ditions would improve next year,

the Board voted to add reserve

funds to balance the budget.

Bradley also advised that

revenue for the Special Revenue

Fund for fiscal 2010/2011 will be

$1,302,957.  The District’s Special

Revenue Fund is currently used for

items such as the replacement of

fire-fighting equipment, building

upgrades and apparatus.  Revenue

for this fund comes from Fire Flow

Tax, earnings on investments, fed-

eral grants and insurance recovery.

Bradley said that included in

the Special Revenue Fund ex-

penses this year is the installation

of a new station exhaust system

and the purchase a Type 3 Wild-

land Engine, which replaces the

District’s outdated Type 4 Engine

recently considered totaled from a

rollover accident. 

LOVABLE PET-SITTING
oneFREEvisit *

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding

Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience

Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

*restrictions apply

DANCE DANCE DANCE

FREE class coupon at: 
www.SalsawithTomaj.com

Orinda, San Ramon 
& Walnut Creek

NO PARTNER 
REQUIRED!

On-going classes 
open to all ages.

415-505-3536

Salsa dance classes
with Tomaj

Call Tony at (925) 497-3741
Tree Service

Trimming-Pruning
Brush Clearance
Gutter cleaning
Hauling Debris 

Free Estimate and
Reasonable Prices

Lic#5001386

www.Housecleaninggardening.com

Design  • Renovation
Construction

www.taylorsnailers.com510.681.7100
925.299.1580

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

1x 6x 12x 26x
Blk&white: $45 $40 $35 $30
One color: $55 $50 $45 $40
Full color: $60 $55 $50 $45

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean­up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787­5743
License #: 018287 25 yrs. experience 

in Lamorinda

     

Elizabeth Buddington
Certified Medical Esthetician

www.Med-EstheticsRx.com
Call for an appointment

925-258-0055

50 Vashell Way suite 230  Orinda, CA 94563

Give your skin the
attention it deserves!
Special Offer with this ad:

20% off Healthy
Glow Treatment*

Rx

look great every day

*limit one per customer

Business Service Directory   
Pet sitting Pet care Underpinning Construction

Yard/Clean up workSkin carePilates

Dance classes

Gardening

Construction Heating & AirconditioningSwim lessons

www.lamorindaservicedirectory.com

Pilates
No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda
• Free fitness analysis with first lesson
• Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems
• Custom workouts-all bodies welcome
• Private and semi private classes
• Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

925-708-3279 

Swim School

• 18 months - 7 years 
• Beginning to advanced
• One-on-one private classes
• Located in Lafayette
• Mature, experienced teachers
• 29 years experience

Call  today and get  
One Free Lesson*

*$25 Value, with 12 lesson sign up

925-283-7119
Maureen Bettis,
owner & instructor

www.AllFurLovePetCare.com

Daily Pet Visits while you’re away
Mid-Day Dog Walks
Bonded & Insured

ALL FUR LOVE PET CARE
Book Your Holiday Visits Now!

Maureen Goldlist, Lafayette resident
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“This is about the health of

our children,” says

Lafayette resident Vicki Abeles, the

producer and co-director of the doc-

umentary film Race to Nowhere,

which will be screened at hundreds

of theaters and schools nationwide

over the next month. Stress-related

illnesses, sleep deprivation, and de-

pression are among the negative

health consequences students in the

film describe experiencing as a re-

sult of the unyielding demands of

school and the pressure to compete

and perform in today’s achieve-

ment-obsessed society. “Our kids

need some balance in their lives,”

says Abeles, who began working on

the film back in 2007 motivated by

her struggle to manage the hectic

schedules and academic expecta-

tions that faced her three children.

Abeles, formerly a corporate

attorney on Wall Street and at Gold-

man Sachs, repurposed her skills to

the movie industry, because she be-

lieved film was the best way to start

a national dialogue about a school

system that she found was plagued

with cheating, disengagement, and

the inability to adequately prepare

young people for college and the

workplace. “We need a paradigm

shift,” says Abeles. 

While she acknowledges that

change is going to take time, Abeles

has seen examples of parents,

teachers, and school administrators

coming together after seeing the

film and working toward alternative

approaches. “The film is inspiring

change wherever we go,” says

Abeles. “It’s difficult for parents

and schools to effect change indi-

vidually,” says the filmmaker

adding, “It is easier for a commu-

nity to make change when they

come together.” 

The film’s message is res-

onating with audiences and a grass

roots effort has begun to spread the

word. The release of Race to
Nowhere at prominent theaters in

New York and Los Angeles in Sep-

tember was met with good reviews

and strong audience attendance,

says Abeles. Several hundred more

screenings are scheduled through-

out the fall, and several thousand re-

quests to screen the film are

pending. 

“The reason we are able to

get the film out into the community

is due to the support of motivated

parents and educators,” says

Abeles, explaining that schools and

local organizations identify venues

and co-sponsor the screenings. Reel

Link Films, Abeles’ production

company, donates half of the ticket

sale proceeds back to these groups

to offset expenses. A facilitation

guide to complement the film has

also been developed as a resource

for schools. 

“It’s all been good—an in-

credible experience,” says Abeles,

reflecting upon the 3 ½ year jour-

ney from her start as a neophyte

filmmaker, one that she says has

helped her to grow both profession-

ally and personally. As she manages

the documentary’s launch and dis-

tribution, Abeles also facilitates the

parents group on Edutopia, part of

the George Lucas Educational

Foundation, and she has started to

work on other education-related

film projects. She believes the ex-

perience has been positive for her

children as well. “It’s been valuable

for them to see me take risks and to

hear about my failures during the

project along with the successes,”

says Abeles. “I’m a different person

and parent due to this work.”

Race to Nowhere will be

shown at Las Lomas High School

in Walnut Creek on Thursday, Sep-

tember 30th and at The New

Rheem Theatre on Monday, Octo-

ber 4th at 7 p.m. For more informa-

tion and other screening locations

go to www.racetonowhere.com.

Race To Nowhere Hits the Big Screen
By Andrea A. Firth

Producer and Director Vicki Abeles 
Photo by Ohlen Alexander

Call 925-377-0977
design included, restrictions may apply
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www.ACSystemsInc.com • License# 632329
SINCE 1969

(925) 676-2103Local 104 Union Shop

YOUR AC SYSTEM SHOULDN’T HAVE TO WORK SO HARD TO BE COOL.

$45 
A/C MAINTENANCE SPECIAL  

UP 
TO

$3,375
IN REBATES AND TAX CREDITS!

ON SELECT CARRIER SYSTEMS
See dealer for complete details. Limited time only.

FREE ESTIMATES ON INSTALLATIONS

After $50 Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 104 Union rebate. 
One per household. See dealer for details. Expires 5/15/2010

I WANT 
TO BE 
COOL

Local 104 Union Shop

www.ACSystemsInc.com i License# 632329

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS 

$45 
A/C MAINTENANCE SPECIAL  

UP 
TO

$3,375
IN REBATES AND TAX CREDITS!

ON SELECT CARRIER SYSTEMS
See dealer for complete details. Limited time only.

After $50 Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 104 Union rebate. 
One per household. See dealer for details. Expires 5/15/2010Call for details.  Expires 10/15/2010.

FREE ESTIMATES ON INSTALLATIONS

HEY, I'M 
STRUGGLING
OVER HERE!!

CA APPLIANCE REBATE - ADDITIONAL $1,300 UNTIL FUNDS EXHAUSTED - DON'T MISS OUT!

READY SOLAR SYSTEMS, TOO

WE DO
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Much Ado about Much Ado 
By Lou Fancher

Cal Shakes’ final Inside Scoop

was a wild affair, with Artistic

Director John Moscone and two ac-

tors from the cast of Shakespeare’s

Much Ado About Nothing zig-zag-

ging from esoteric lecture to quoted

lines with little foreshadowing.

Perhaps because Philippa Kelly, the

company’s dramaturg, was far

away in Australia, the informal hour

spun into action without the histor-

ical references and linear logic she

contributes.

Lacking a road map, the

nearly-full Orinda library audience

dropped their collective hands from

the wheel and left the steering to the

three men gathered on the stage.

Joining Moscone to share

insights into the production were

Dan Hiatt, who plays Leonato,

and Nick Childress, who will ap-

pear as Claudio.

Moscone, after a mock self-

deprecating comment about his

resorting to Wikipedia in Kelly’s

absence, described the play as a

romantic comedy.  “It throws

everyone into a kind of blender of

love.  And everyone acts in-

sanely,” he said.

The next few minutes were a

jumble, with Moscone, Hiatt and

Childress filling in details of the

plot while fielding a phone call

from a missing actor, who was

stuck at the BART station.  “She’s

from Georgia, so she probably got

lost,” Moscone quipped.  His off-

hand remark is exactly why Inside

Scoop is fun: everyone eats ice

cream, everyone laughs, and no one

worries about doing too much of ei-

ther activity.

A common question

Moscone hears about Much Ado is,

“How can this play work?”

Stocked with twists and incongru-

ent behavior, the play’s a quagmire

of feuding and egotistical posturing.

“I say to them: ‘That’s exactly how

love works.  Emotional turn-

arounds are very quick.’ ” He

paused, then added, “And it’s a very

Italian play.”

The audience waited for ex-

planation, at which point, Moscone

delivered his comic tha-thump:

“We’ve just hit the limit of what I

know about Shakespeare...”

Hiatt chimed in, saying, “It

helps so much—that Italian thing….”

He left the thought floating, digress-

ing to describe the struggle he has had

with the character’s fierce outbursts.

“I tried for three weeks to find a way

with Leonato.  Finally, I figured,

that’s just who the father is.”

Shifting to a discussion of the

role of the Friar in the production,

Moscone called Much Ado “very

New Testament.”  He said directing

the play hasn’t made him want to

return to church, “but it convinced

me of the belief in redemption.”

And with this deeper subject,

the second payback for attending

Inside Scoop began.  The three men

spoke of pride, and how it drives

everything in the play.  They talked

of men, burdened with the respon-

sibility to “fix” situations, and

women, equally weighted by a so-

ciety that prevented them from tak-

ing action.  “I cannot be a man for

wishing,” Moscone said, quoting a

line the character Beatrice speaks in

the play.

Moscone is clearly fond of

Much Ado, comparing it to screw-

ball comedies of the 1930’s.  “I love

adults acting insanely ridiculous,”

he said.  “It’s about men who don’t

know how to behave outside of

war.”  He used the words “succu-

lent, stylish, witty,” before lapsing

into silence.

An introduction of the cos-

tume and set designs led to a con-

fession: “[People ask,] why are you

changing the words?” Moscone

said, “Well, because I’d be run out

of town!”  The racial and ethnic ter-

minology, unremarkable in Shake-

speare’s day, is no longer

overlooked by today’s audiences.

The closing Q and A was

brief.  The audience was assured

that favorite actors will appear,

Hiatt’s new beard was grown for a

single line, and Dogberry is in.

Moscone said it’s fascinating that

“Dogberry, the one who’s most wit-

less, gets his job done.”

Much Ado About Nothing, the

final production in the outdoor the-

ater company’s 2010 season, runs

September 22 through October 17.

For more information go to

www.calshakes.org.

Emily Kitchens (Hero), Dan Hiatt (Leonato) and Andrew Hurteau (Friar) 
in rehearsal for Much Ado About Nothing Photo Ohlen Alexander

Save $100 off your next Hunter Douglas purchase of
$1000 or more!
Hunter Douglas window fashions offer a variety of choices in privacy and light
control, along with endless decorating possibilities in fabric, texture, color, style
and specialty hardware systems. We pride ourselves on the exceptional quality of
our window fashions as well as their durability, incredibly easy maintenance and
superior energy efficiency.

We also offer:
Custom Draperies    Re-Upholstery    Bedding Sets    Wallpaper    Window Film 

Free Measuring &
Installation

Hunter Douglas lets you control light. Beautifully.

©2008 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and TM  are trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc.

BLINDMOBILE
 , Walnut Creek CA

 

CALL US TODAY! FREE HOME CONSULTATIONS 
 

925-935-2161  plumdesigns.hdspd.com

17223

BLINDMOBILE
A Plum Designs Company Walnut Creek CA

CALL US TODAY! FREE HOME CONSULTATIONS
925-935-2161 |   plumdesigns.hdspd.com



It is my great honor to have been

appointed by the CFP® Board

in Washington D.C. to be one of

seven CFP® Ambassadors serving

across the country.  A large part of

my new role involves communicat-

ing local financial planning oppor-

tunities of great benefit for Bay

Area residents as they arise. One in-

credible opportunity is coming up

soon in October:  Financial Plan-

ning Days.

Over the years many of you

have asked me what you can do to

help your friends and family who

need solid financial planning ad-

vice, but don’t have a lot of re-

sources.  Whether it’s our own

family members, friends, or won-

derful service providers, there’s no

shortage of those who could bene-

fit from great financial planning as-

sistance.   This upcoming event is

an amazing opportunity for those

you care about to receive some very

personal and extremely knowl-

edgeable financial planning coun-

sel at no cost.

Four non-profit organizations

--- the Certified Financial Planning

Board of Standards Inc, the Finan-

cial Planning Association® (FPA),

the Foundation for Financial Plan-

ning and the U.S. Conference of

Mayors ---have joined together to

bring this important event to our

communities.  This ground-break-

ing program is designed to unite the

collective resources of the financial

planning community and city gov-

ernments nationwide to assist

Americans in need of financial

guidance through a series of free Fi-

nancial Planning Days events.

Here are the Bay Area dates and lo-

cations:

SATURDAY OCTOBER 2nd 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.:   Oakland City Hall

SATURDAY OCTOBER 9th

10:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.:  Sunny-

vale Public Library

SATURDAY OCTOBER 16th

10 a.m – 4 p.m.:  San Francisco -

UC Hastings College of Law

As taken from the CFP.net

website about the Oakland Financial

Planning Day, here are five great

reasons to attend, or to encourage

someone you care about to attend,

and instructions for signing up.

1) Why Attend?  Personal fi-

nancial planning is essential, re-

gardless of age or income, and it is

vital to meeting life goals, such as

buying a home, paying for college

or achieving a secure retirement.

There are millions of Americans

with pressing financial questions

that need answers, and unfortu-

nately, many have not had the op-

portunity to discuss those questions

with competent and ethical finan-

cial planners.

2) What to expect?  Each local

Financial Planning Day will feature

highly qualified CERTIFIED FI-

NANCIAL PLANNER™ profes-

sionals and experts from the Finan-

cial Planning Association®, all

volunteering their time and expert-

ise to provide free one-on-one

counseling and classroom-style ed-

ucational presentations addressing

key personal finance topics. Best of

all, there are no strings attached –

volunteer financial planners will not

sell products or services, give out

business cards or take down names.

3) How much time can I really

expect to have? So far over 100

CFP®s and FPA® advisors have

signed up to volunteer just for the

Oakland venue alone.  According to

Oakland event coordinator Leslie

Biggers, a financial advisor in Beni-

cia, over 200 folks attended last

year, and they are expecting and

hoping for twice that number this

year.  Since the Oakland event lasts

7 hours, this should provide every

attendee an excellent opportunity to

have one on one meaningful coun-

seling time.

4) Event Structure:  At the Fi-

nancial Planning Day, each volun-

teer will be seated at a table

designated for a specific financial

planning topic. You can decide what

topic you’re interested in and head

over to the appropriate table. The fi-

nancial planners will meet with only

one individual, couple or family at a

time but there is no limit to the num-

ber of volunteers you can meet with.

5) How to sign up, what to

bring.  Free registration for Oakland

Financial Planning Day, as well as

the other Bay Area Financial Plan-

ning Days, is quick and easy. Sim-

ply complete the online registration

form. They will not sell your e-mail

address or use it for any purpose

other than communications about

Financial Planning Day.  Walk-ins

to the Financial Planning Day are

welcome, but admission will be

granted first to those who have reg-

istered online. Since they expect a

large crowd, I encourage you to

register early. Sign up at:

http://www.financialplanning-

days.org/Content/Home.aspx  Fol-

low the directions and you can sign

up on line.

So, if you, or anyone you

know, could benefit from access to

highly qualified financial planners,

this is an event not to be missed.

You can obtain more information at

www.cfp.net.   In the middle of

these challenging economic times,

it’s a great chance for those who

could benefit from personal assis-

tance to receive information and

ideas at no cost.  I’ll be attending at

least one of these events.  If you are

there, too, please come up and say

“hello!”  I hope that I will become a

more known voice on this topic,

helping consumers seek the guid-

ance and counseling of CFP® prac-

titioners and other highly qualified

advisors to achieve their life goals

through proper management of

their financial resources.
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 WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM
License #898787

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

FREE ESTIMATES

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)
1813 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

$250
Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.
Exp. 10-31-10

LYNN’S TOP FIVE -   
FINANCIAL PLANNING DAYS – Great planning help --  for free!
By Lynn Ballou, EA, CFP®

Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial Planner
(CFP®) and co-owner of Ballou Plum Wealth
Advisors, LLC, a Registered Investment Ad-
visory (RIA) firm in Lafayette.  Lynn is also a
Registered Principal and Branch Manager
with LPL Financial (LPL).  As such, she is re-
quired by securities regulations to add the
following information to this column:  The
opinions voiced in this material are for gen-
eral information only and not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendation
for any individual.  Securities offered
through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.
Reach Lynn Ballou at
lynn@ballouplum.com

Vicki Nakamura, Broker   
Better Homes Realty  

Selling Cottages and Castles!!!
Homes Sales and prices are up by 20%  in some areas.
Call today for the latest in your  neighborhood
Serving Lamorinda clients 
for 30+years

Call today for private consultation
925-708-1915 Visit www.VickiNakamura.com

Fall Fun in Moraga
The Pear Festival is over, but Oktoberfest is yet to come
By Sophie Braccini

As everyone in Moraga knows,

the Pear Festival is as much

about having a great time in the park

as it is about pears.  Although the

harvest is long past, you can buy

pear pies and set your best pear

recipe against the competition, but

what really counts is the opportunity

to enjoy the beautiful Moraga Com-

mons Park, listen to good music,

meet old friends, eat good burgers

and watch the kids jump themselves

silly in the inflatables sponsored by

the Moraga Women’s Society.  

Walking the festival this year,

you might have discovered a piece

of beautiful local art, or joined the

recently incorporated Lamorinda

Dogs, Inc., founded to promote off-

leash activities in Moraga, or met

the candidates for the upcoming

Town Council election; while the

Pear Prince, Festival chair John

Haffner, drove by in his golf cart-

like vehicle.  It was all good fun

under a blazing sun; you could feel

the pulse of the community.

Emerging at the Festival was

Moraga’s next hot crop, wine

grapes; the Lamorinda Winegrow-

ers Association poured wine by the

glassful, giving people a taste of the

local vintage. 

Many seemed to enjoy the

Pacific Coast Band, composed pri-

marily of Lamorinda residents,

which played super hot 80’s pop

rock while parents listened from

their camp chairs and kids danced

joyfully on the lawn.

2010 being an election year,

you may have noticed the “Pear Po-

litical Pavilion,” a recent tradition in

Moraga.  Incumbent Council mem-

ber Dave Trotter had a table where

supporters were handing out an in-

formational flyer while the council

member mingled with the crowd.

Challenger Seth Freeman staffed his

booth himself, along with his cam-

paign manager – his son, Matthew.

The challenger-duo, Dennis and

Eleni Wanken, were expected but

did not make it. “We had planned to

go, but somebody ran into our secu-

rity gate last night and we had to

stay home waiting for the repair

company,” said Wanken by phone.

The candidate believes that the

damage was probably the result of

an accident rather malevolence.

Mayor Ken Chew opened the Festi-

val and then walked around meet-

ing residents.

Oktoberfest!

The next opportunity for genial

family fun in a gorgeous setting will

be the annual Moraga Oktoberfest

at the Hacienda de las Flores on

Sunday, October 10, from 2:00 p.m.

to 6:00 p.m.  Live music will be pro-

vided again this year by Big Lou’s

Polka Casserole band – the name

alone piques the curiosity. Bratwurst

and other sausages from Saag’s,

plus authentic German foods and

beverages, will be available for a

nominal charge.  Activities for chil-

dren will include inflatables, pump-

kin painting, and chalk drawing. 

It was the Hacienda Foundation that

first envisioned the Moraga Okto-

berfest; the Foundation is a volun-

teer organization that raises money

and works for the improvement and

beautification of the historic Ha-

cienda. “We invite the Lamorinda

community to come enjoy the fes-

tivities and to see the recent im-

provements that have been made to

the Hacienda,” said Foundation

president Claire Roth. “The facility

is truly the Crown Jewel of Moraga,

and it is wonderful to see it used so

happily by the community.”

The Hacienda de las Flores is

located at 2100 Donald Drive. Free

parking will be available in the

Rheem Shopping Center on Moraga

Road, and a free shuttle will take

Oktoberfest visitors between the

parking lot and the Hacienda.

Trent, Madison and Kim Watkins of Moraga enjoyed the Pacific Coast Band during the Pear Festival 
beneath the shade of an umbrella. Photo Lee Borrowman

Lamorinda Dogs Photo Ohlen Alexander

Save up
to

$2,900
on a new Carrier System*

BILL INGRAHAM
Air Conditioning - Heating

www.billingrahamairconditioningheating.com
License# 472759

 *  Federal tax credits of up to $1,500 on qualifying Energy Star equipment. See your tax advisor for qualifications.  Must be placed  
 in service prior to 12/31/2010. WAC.  **    Rebate savings range from $50 to $1,200 depending on equipment purchased.   
 Expires 11/15/2010. See Bill Ingraham Air Conditioning - Heating for details.

A/C TUNE UP 
SPECIAL 

$89
(per system)

Offer Expires 9/30/2010

46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years
46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years

Offer Expires 10/31/2010



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:  Wednesday, September 29, 2010 L5

Download “Your” story from 
www.lamorindaweekly.com

251 Lafayette Circle #240, Lafayette

283-WELL 

Become Healthy Once and for All
• Personal Plans  •  Weight Loss  •  Graceful Aging

(9355)

Give a 
gift certificate 

to someone 
you love!

New Location!

FREE ½ Hour 
Computer Service Call

If you’re a Lamorinda resident or business,
we’d like to introduce our award-winning
services to you at no cost and with no 
obligation. We’ll come to your home or

business and provide you with technical
service, training or a consultation, so you

can get to know us.

schedule your appointment!
call (925) 283-5666

Offer applies to new Lamorinda clients only. 
Exp. Oct. 27, 2010. With This coupon only.

925.283.5666
Nerd4Rent.com

990 Moraga Road, Ste B, Lafayette

(next door to Campana Music)

Service plans starting as low as 49 cents per day!

NEW Location!

Moraga Art Collective Celebrates in Orinda
By Lou Fancher

The Moraga Art Gallery’s 10

Year Anniversary celebration

is so large, they’re moving the

party—and the art—to Orinda’s

spacious Library Gallery.

Eighteen member artists in

the collective will begin to mount

the show on October 3rd, the offi-

cial start date.  A public reception

on the 9th of October will allow the

community to meet the artists and

share in the gallery’s rich history.

The Moraga Art Gallery

opened on September 26, 2000.  At

that time, there were 45 artist mem-

bers.  Operating under the umbrella

of the Lamorinda Arts Alliance, the

gallery was a collective, where

members participated in the daily

operations, group and individual

shows, and special events.  In past

years, the gallery held popular gath-

erings, featuring demonstrations

and lectures on art.

With changes in the commu-

nity, the economy, and the actual

membership itself, the gallery’s

profile is evolving.  Leslie Swartz, a

member and current board Treas-

urer, provided recent history and

her thoughts on art in the year 2010.

“There are 18 members: five

are 3-D artists and the rest of us are

wall artists,” she said.  “All 18

artists are participating in the an-

niversary exhibit.  Since we’ve

never done the Orinda Gallery

space—and it’s a large space—we

have a lot of participation.”

Swartz explained that mem-

bers pay a one-time fee of $80 to

join the collective.  There are 5

shows each year: all members con-

tribute a $60 fee for each show.

They also work one five-hour

gallery shift per month.

Facts and figures covered,

Swartz moved on to the purpose of

the Moraga Art Gallery:  “It was

started to try to be a community

outreach organization.  We had

First Friday’s where artists would

set up and give talks about photog-

raphy and other kinds of art.  If we

had more interest from the commu-

nity, we’d start it up again, but that

just hasn’t happened.”

Like many in the area, she

mourns the changing tide, saying,

“There’s a private school in the

Lamorinda area where the P.E. is

every day, but the art is only two

and a half days.  And that’s in a pri-
vate school!”

At the same time, the

gallery’s location in the Rheem

Center sends a reinforcing message

almost daily.  “Because people are

depressed by the time they walk by

the black, empty windows of the

shopping center, when they get to

us, they’re so happy to see art,” she

said.  “And we’re in a good posi-

tion, because Comcast rents the

space and allows us to exist rent-

free.”

It’s news worthy of special

mention, in this day of dog-eat-dog

commerce.  Comcast uses the space

for non-commercial storage and, in-

stead of leaving the front portion

vacant, makes it available to the

gallery.

“But all of our publicity, in-

surance, phone bills, electricity and

the rest, are paid for by the artist-

members,” Swartz says.  “We’d like

to revamp our display areas,” she

adds, “but that will take a while.”

To reach that goal, and to

build upon the gallery’s past,

Swartz looks to the community.  “I

think it would be interesting for

Saint Mary’s College art students to

be a part of the gallery.  As part of

their education, they could be guest

artists with the gallery.”  Co-hosted

events with Campolindo High

School and local arts organizations

would be welcome, too, according

to Swartz.

To show its commitment to

the community, the gallery recently

re-joined the Moraga Chamber of

Commerce.  The artists continue to

display work at Moraga’s Terzetto

Cuisine and participate in the Pear

Festival and library exhibits.

The anniversary exhibit gives

the public a unique opportunity to

see the full breadth of the gallery’s

offerings.  Like a farmer’s market,

local artistic production will be on

display.  And on October 9th the

creators, homegrown cultivators of

imagery in glass, ceramics, photog-

raphy, jewelry and paint, will be on

hand to meet their visitors.

The opening reception will be
held on October 9th, from 3-5 p.m.
For more information about the
Orinda Library Gallery event,
please call the Moraga Gallery at
(925) 376-5407, Leslie Swartz at
(925) 376-9060 or email
leslieswartz@hotmail.com
Website:

www.moragaartgallery.com

Pacific Coast Band Rocks the Commons
What do you get when you

mix finance, construction

and teaching? In this case, it’s the

Pacific Coast Band. If you hap-

pened to be at Moraga’s Pear Festi-

val last Saturday morning, you

probably found yourself bopping to

their beat. 

Band members Sid Lucken-

bach (drums) and Per-Olof Persson

(keyboards) are from Orinda, bass

player Jim Murray is a Moragan,

and guitarist George Von Giese

lives in Lafayette. The band got to-

gether a year and half ago when

Luckenbach, Persson and Murray

met through their kids’ LMYA ac-

tivities.  Like most not-quite-fa-

mous musicians, the band members

all have day jobs – Luckenbach

works in the financial services field,

Murray is in construction and fi-

nance, Persson is a math professor

at Cal,  and Von Giese is a trans-

portation consultant.  Add in vocal-

ists Darvin Hinkle and Cielo Voz,

and you have a rockin’ ‘80’s+ cover

band that was happy to play at the

Pear Festival. Luckenbach says,

“We are all very passionate about

our music and appreciate the op-

portunity to perform locaIly. We

love to play music from the 80’s

since that is when we all went to

high school and college and we get

a lot of requests for that music!“

To learn more about the Pa-

cific Coast Band go to www.paci-

ficcoastband.com; reach

Luckenbach at 878-9974 to book

the band for your holiday party.

L.Borrowman

Moraga Art Gallery members Photo Grace Chung

Jane by Bob Wahrhaftig (acrylics on canvas)

Pottery by Donna Arganbright Sushi set by Nancy Slack
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Japanese Restaurant

356 Park Street, Moraga
(next to Rheem Theatre)

376-2872
Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner

www.kirinsushi.us
Thank you for your support!

These recipes are available on our web site. 

Go to: www.lamorindaweekly.com
Susie can be reached at suziven@gmail.com
Many of our readers like Susie's recipes. Our website now

features a link to our recipe page where you can read, print or

download all of the recipes  we have published.  If you would

like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact her

by email or call our office at 925-377-0977

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

Offering:
• Super Healthy Food
• No Trans Fats, No Heavy Sauces
• Only Naturally Delicious Food at 

Affordable Prices
• Piano Music, and Love

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette
(near the Lafayette theatre) Reservations recommended

(925) 284-1330
Lic. Castro Ascarrunz, owner, chef, waiter, entertainer

Since 1963

•  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •
Republic of  Cake at Home in Orinda
The moment we’ve all been waiting for – Chef Chih Fang shares a recipe!
By Susie Iventosch

Just the thought of cake puts a

smile on my face! I am not sure

if it’s because it tastes so delicious,

or if it’s a happy reminder of cheer-

ful celebrations, but I do love

cake—especially with frosting.

This is precisely the reason my

friend and I wandered into Repub-

lic of Cake after a recent lunch out-

ing.

Inside the shop, we found

two more smiling faces. Proprietors

Peter McNiff and Chih-Chung

Fang loved the idea of cake so

much, they completely changed ca-

reers to open the Orinda cupcake

business last December. 

When cupcake chef Chih

Fang graduated from Cal with a de-

gree in molecular and cell biology,

he was pretty excited about the fu-

ture. He took a job in a lab, divert-

ing DNA into bits and pieces to

study the presence of enzymes, or

some such technical stuff. He had

really enjoyed all of it in theory,

until he found himself working in a

lab eight hours a day. To make his

days more enjoyable, he decided to

learn how to cook and looked for-

ward to the end of each workday,

when he could scour his favorite

markets for interesting things to

create for dinner.

“As a molecular biology stu-

dent, I didn’t have much time to

cook,” Fang said. “I always liked to

bake, but it was always out of a box,

like Duncan Hines.” 

When he finally decided to

learn to cook real food, he said he

took a very scientific approach. He

would pick up things like arugula

and rosemary, take them home, and

start experimenting.  

“Half the time these experi-

ments turned out great,” he com-

mented, “but the other half …not so

good!”

One time, he says he took

country style pork ribs and wrapped

them in foil with rosemary, soy

sauce, garlic, and scallions and

cooked them for about an hour in

the oven. Success! He rather en-

joyed this dish.  Then, wanting to

learn more about different meat

cuts, he bought a London broil and

threw it in a pan with handful of

arugula and garlic. He sautéed the

meat to an inedible, tough texture,

and the arugula caused the dish to

become much too peppery.

“It was terrible, so I threw the

whole thing out and opened a can

of soup!” he remembers.

Every night Fang tried some-

thing new. He absorbed himself in

cookbooks and always enjoyed

looking at glossy food photos.

“The best part of my day was

looking forward to going home to

cook,” he said.

Eventually, he knew he had to

change careers and began handing

out resumes to restaurants in Berke-

ley. 

“But no one ever called me

back because I had no restaurant

experience,” he pointed out.

Until the day he had the good

fortune of being offered a one-day

try out at Rivoli Restaurant in

Berkeley. He worked as a pantry

chef on the salad and dessert lines.

At the end of the night, they gave

him dinner and sent him home.

Fang waited for a couple of

weeks, but never heard any news

about his try out.  Then, one day, he

got up the nerve to call the chef on

the off-chance she had forgotten

about him, and in fact, she had.  The

molecular biologist landed his first

paid cooking stint!

Chih Fang said he was really

not very good in the beginning, but

after six months or so, something

clicked and he knew he was on his

way to becoming a bona fide chef.

Still, pastries and baking called to

him and while working full-time at

Rivoli, he spent his days off as an

intern at Chez Panisse to learn more

about the fabulous world of

desserts.  

“Chez Panisse was great,” he

said. “The desserts were basic, not

complicated, but they used only the

best ingredients. Because they were

so basic, they wanted perfection,

and I really learned to refine my

skills.”

Meanwhile, Peter McNiff, a

longtime telecommunications con-

sultant, was becoming disenchanted

with his career and after one miser-

able day of work, he joked to a

group of friends that some day he

was going to open a cupcake shop.

“Everyone laughed,” Fang

said. “But soon thereafter we went

to a party and I took cupcakes,

which set the stage for a serious

look at running a cupcake business.

I was skeptical, but Peter was dead-

serious.”

And so, after all the regular

hassles of formulating a business

plan and finding a location, the mo-

lecular biologist and the telecom-

munications expert  followed a

dream that landed them in Orinda’s

Theatre Square. As a result, one can

always see many smiling faces

brushing in and out of the Republic

of Cake to pick up a delectable

morsel of happiness! 

“Life is too short to do some-

thing you don’t enjoy,” Fang said.

“We have really enjoyed establish-

ing our business in Orinda, and the

community has been great to us –

very supportive!”

*Every month Republic of

Cake selects a different children’s

charity to support by contributing

10 percent of the sales from Sam’s

Very Messy Chocolate Cake. This

cupcake is dedicated to Peter’s son,

Sam, who passed away last year at

age 12.  He loved to eat and enjoyed

this messy chocolate cake most of

all.

Republic of Cake
2 Theatre Square
Orinda, CA. 94563
(925) 254-3900
(800) 435-CAKE

Ava and Amanda enjoy cupcakes and milk on a sunny Saturday afternoon. Photos L. Borrowman

Chih’s Orange Cardamom Cupcakes with Honey Whipped
Cream
Makes about 14 servings.

CAKE INGREDIENTS

1 stick unsalted butter, at room temperature
3/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons finely grated orange zest
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 1/3 cup all-purpose flour
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/8 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cardamom
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup fresh-squeezed orange juice
1 tablespoon heavy cream

CREAM INGREDIENTS

1 cup heavy cream
1/4 teaspoon orange blossom water, almond extract, or vanilla extract
2 tablespoon orange blossom honey

DIRECTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Mix butter, sugar, and zest (lightly packed) on low speed using the paddle attach-
ment until even, then on high until light and fluffy.  Scrape down with spatula periodi-
cally to even out mixture.
3. Combine eggs and vanilla in a separate container.  Switch mixer to medium speed,
and gradually add eggs to butter mixture, only adding more when the previous mixture
is well incorporated.
4. Stop mixer, and scrape down bowl and paddle with rubber spatula.  Beat on high
until mixture is smooth and fluffy again.  Stop mixer.
5. Put flour, salt, baking powder (sift or use a sieve to get rid of lumps), baking soda,
and cardamom together in a separate bowl.  Whisk by hand to combine.  Combine juice
and 1 tablespoon cream in measuring cup.
6. Add 1/3 of the dry ingredients to the butter mixture and mix on slow until there are
just a few streaks of flour left.
7. Then gradually add in 1/2 of the juice mixture and mix until just mixed in.  Stop the
mixer and scrape down the bowl and paddle.
8. Repeat steps 5 and 6, and then 5 again.
9. Stop mixer and scrape down bowl and paddle one more time.  Use spatula if neces-
sary to give batter a mix to make it even.
10. Divide batter amongst 14 paper-lined cupcake molds.
11. Bake at 350 degrees for 15-18 minutes, until the tops feel firm to the touch but still
soft and spongy.
12. When cooled, gently remove cakes from pan.
13. In the meantime, combine heavy cream, extract, and honey in clean bowl.
14. Whisk until the mixture forms stiff, but slightly drooping peaks.  Towards the end,
add more honey to taste as necessary.
15. Serve cupcakes with a dollop of the whipped cream.
16. If you’d like, you can garnish the cupcakes with a drizzle of honey, a bit of freshly
grated orange zest, or a light sprinkling of cardamom.

Cupcake chef extraordinaire Chih-Chung Fang mixes up  a batch of chocolate frosting.

LAMORINDA’s Restaurants
download our Restaurant Guide 

from our web site at 
www.lamorindaweekly.com
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

www.refugecommunity.org  

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church   

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am   
 

 

YOU 
Are invited! 

925-942-1000 www.refugecommunity.org  

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church  

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am  
 

 

925-942-1000 

A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
Veterans Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Sundays at
10:30 am

The Orinda 

Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way, Orinda (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am 
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F:  11 am- 5 pm
(across from the Orinda Theater)

www.christianscienceorinda.org

If you would like your services listed, please email to 
info@lamorindaweekly.com or call 925-377-0977.

A one inch listing will cost $20.

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.

Child care is available all year.
1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda
Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger925-254-3422

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette

283-3722  •  www.oslc.net 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:30  One Sunday morning service
in blended musical style 

Sermon series: Jesus and Paul

ART

The Hearst Art Gallery at Saint

Mary’s College presents Gifted

Hands: the Fine Art of Craft, fea-

turing 90 objects by 15 major con-

temporary Bay Area artists,

opening Sunday, Oct. 10.  On view

are both functional and decorative

objects: furniture, wearable art,

jewelry, pottery, quilts, turned

wooden bowls, and fabric and

metal sculpture. Opening events on

Oct 10: panel discussion, 4pm; re-

ception with the artists, 5 - 6pm, and

a demonstration with Bay Area ce-

ramic sculptor Erin McGuiness will

also follow the panel discussion.

Admission is free to panel discus-

sion and reception.

Moraga Art Gallery is presenting

a new show, “Favorites," featuring

local artists showing watercolor,

acrylic and oil paintings, ceramics,

photography, mixed media, jewelry

and glass designs. The show runs

through October 23 and features the

work of John Diestler and fused

glassworks by Nancy Slack.   The

Moraga Art Gallery is located at

570 Center St in the Rheem Valley

Shopping Center next to CVS

Drugs. Hours: Tuesday - Sunday,

12-5pm. Phone: (925) 376-5407.

The Orinda Community Foun-

dation in conjunction with the City

of Orinda will host an art show and

reception to celebrate the City’s

25th anniversary. The event will be

held on Saturday, October 2 from 4-

7pm at the Orinda Library.   

15th Annual Open Studios Tour

on October 16 and 17.  During this

free showcase for the arts, you can

visit over 30 artists in 15 venues

who open their homes and studios

from 11am-4pm. Maps are avail-

able at the Moraga Art Gallery (570

Center St.,Moraga) or online at

www.laa4art.org/openstudios.html.

A kick-off reception will be held on

Friday, October 15 from 6-8pm at

the Moraga Gallery. 

The Lafayette Gallery's latest

show, "Southwest Inspired"

runs from October 12- October 30.

The public is invited to a Southwest-

themed reception on Friday, Octo-

ber 22 from 6:30-8:30 pm at 50

Lafayette Circle in downtown

Lafayette. Gallery artists show work

in many mediums including print-

making, oil and acrylic paintings,

mixed media works, jewelry, wood,

ceramics, photography and pastel.

Hours are Tuesday - Saturday,

11am-5pm. Phone: (925) 284-2788. 

MUSIC

Candlelight Cabaret: An evening

of vocal jazz standards from the

Great American Songbook. Friday,

October 8th, 7:30-10pm in the Fel-

lowship Hall, Orinda Community

Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda Come

and enjoy wine, appetizers, great

music, and the company of friends!

Bring guests! Ticket price: $30, ben-

efiting Orinda Community Church.

Power of Ten, WomenSing’s sea-

son kick-off salon concert features

outstanding entertainment, excel-

lent food and wine, and an exciting

auction. Sunday, Oct. 10, 4pm,

Lafayette Veterans’ Memorial Hall,

3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

Tickets $45. Reservations: (925)

974-9169.

Under the direction of David

Morales, the 100-voice Cantare

Chorale begins its 24th season with

I GOT RHYTHM, a concert for the

entire family featuring Broadway

tunes, Gershwin favorites, spiritu-

als, etc. An après-concert ice cream

social will cap off the event. Sun-

day, October 17th, 4:30 pm at

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian

Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

Tickets: $10 youth, $25 general,

$50 per family. (510) 836-0789. For

more info and tickets:

www.cantareconvivo.org.

THEATRE

Town Hall Theatre’s 2010-2011

Main Stage season opens October

2 with the exciting and frightening

Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, adapted by

Jeffrey Hatcher from the Robert

Lewis Stevenson novella. This un-

usual adaptation brings all of the

tension and thrills of the legendary

story with a cast of only six actors,

each playing multiple characters

that create foggy Victorian London

in the heart of Lafayette through

Halloween. For exact times, more

information and to buy tickets con-

tact Town Hall Theatre Box Office

at (925) 283-1557, or purchase on-

line at www.TownHallTheatre.com.

(See article page L1

LITERATURE & LECTURES

Friends of the Orinda Library

monthly book sale is Sat. Oct. 2,

10am - 1pm in the Book Shop and

Sorting Room (Book Shop is open

until 6pm), Orinda Library, 26

Orinda Way, (925)254 -1358.

Commonwealth Club: The Club in

Lafayette presents "Uncovering the

Secret Washington Family-Funda-

mentalism in American Politics" with

author Jeff Sharlet on Wednesday,

October 13 at the Lafayette Library

and Learning Center. 5:30pm check-

in; 6:30pm program; 7:30pm book

signing.  $12 members, $22 non-

members, $7 students (with valid ID).

For tickets go to commonwealth-

club.org or call (415) 597-6705.

Lois Requist, author of RVing

Solo Across America . . . without a

cat, dog, man, or gun, will read from

her book and sign copies at Orinda

Books, on Saturday, October 9th, at

1pm The public is invited. 

Phyllis Theroux, essayist, colum-

nist, teacher and critically ac-

claimed author of California and

Other States of Grace introduces

her newest book, The Journal

Keeper: a memoir. She reminds us

that there is no such thing as an or-

dinary moment as she shares the art

of journaling. Tuesday, October 5,

7:30pm, Lafayette Library and

Learning Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo

Blvd., Lafayette, (925) 283-3872.

KIDS, PARENTS AND TEENS

Musuem of Children's Art calen-

dar for October: MOCHA is lo-

cated at 538 9th Street, Oakland,

(510) 465-8770. www.mocha.org.

Saturday, Oct 3: Saturday Sto-

ries, "How Do You Know?"

by Deborah Trotter, 1-2pm, $8 per

child.  Hear Moraga author Debo-

rah Trotter share the ways Polly

learns that things are still there even

though the fog hides them. Then,

make your own foggy landscape

where all sorts of items can be hid-

den in the mist.

Saturday, October 23: Jack-O’-

lantern Carving and Decorating, 1-

4pm, $8 per child.  Halloween

decoration using paints, spoons,

and simple carving knives. Bring

your own hefty squash or try one of

our samplers.

Saturday, October 30: Create a Cos-

tume, 1-4pm, $8 per child

Amigos de las Americas, (AMI-

GOS) is an international non-profit

organization that provides leader-

ship and community service oppor-

tunities for high school students.

AMIGOS Volunteers immerse

themselves, during their summer, in

the lives of their host communities

and truly experience collaborative

development work. AMIGOS will

have an informational meeting for

students and parents  on Wed., Oc-

tober 6th at Stanley Middle School

at 7:30pm.  For more info visit

www.eastbayamigos.org.

Parent Education: Dr. Kenneth

Ginsburg, Tuesday, October 5, 7-

9pm, Acalanes High School The-

ater, 1200 Pleasant Hill Road,

Lafayette. With humor and humil-

ity, using real-life scenarios and

poignant cases, Dr. Ginsburg gives

parents concrete tools and teaches

effective communication ap-

proaches needed to raise resilient

children.  Tickets required: $10 for

1 and $15 for 2. Send a check to:

Roxy Klein, 4170 Happy Valley

Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549.   Make

out to HVPC (notation Ginsberg).

Sleepy Hollow Halloween Fall

Carnival, Saturday, October 30th,

10am - 3pm, 20 Washington Lane,

Orinda. Featuring a Magical Harry

Potter Haunted House; a wild and

wacky cakewalk; giant slide and

jumper, a petting zoo with minia-

ture horses, ducks, geese, pigs,

sheep; a rock wall & obstacle

course, delicious food from Top

Dog, Jamba Juice & Wood Fired

Pizza, and homemade treats.

Students and their families are

invited to Orinda Academy’s

Open House on Saturday, October

30 from 1-4pm. Visitors will have

the opportunity to meet faculty, staff

and students, as well as learn about

the school’s extracurricular offer-

ings including arts, sports, travel

and technology. Orinda Academy is

located at 19 Altarinda Road in

Orinda, California. For more infor-

mation, call Orinda Academy at

(925) 254-7553, or visit

www.orindaacademy.org.

Lafayette's first Outdoor Movie

Event will screen Pixar’s Mon-

ster’s, Inc. on Saturday, October 30

at 7pm at the Lafayette Plaza (cor-

ner of Mount Diablo Blvd. and

Moraga Road). The movie will be

free of charge. All are welcome to

attend! Residents are encouraged to

pack a picnic, grab a blanket or two,

invite the family and friends, and

come enjoy this family-friendly

movie, as a great way to celebrate

Halloween Eve. Popcorn and hot

chocolate will be available. Come

in costume! Raffle tickets will be

available for purchase with prizes

awarded that evening. Please note

that the screening will be cancelled

in the event of rain.

OTHER

Lamorinda Dogs is sponsoring

FALL AFTER FOUR – dinner

with your dog at Rancho Laguna

Park on Saturday, October 2nd

from 4:00 pm till dusk. There will

be food, fun, raffles and an auction.

Bring your dog and support off-

leash activities at our local parks

with a $50.00 or more, tax-de-

ductible individual membership to

Lamorinda Dogs. Your donation

will help fund park improvements

for off leash use areas. To pre-reg-

ister or for more information please

visit www.lamorindadogs.org,  e-

mail webmaster@lamorindadogs.org.

or call (925) 594-1907.

Moo. Moo. Bow.Wow. Meow. In

other words, please join the Orinda

Community Church on Saturday,

October 2 at 3 p.m. for our annual

Blessing of the Animals Service.

All animals are welcome, even the

human kind. Blossom Courtyard at

Orinda Community Church, 10

Irwin Way. This is a casual, family

friendly service. All are welcome.

For more details, visit

www.orindachurch.org.

Building Jewish Bridges: Thurs-

days, Oct. 7, 14, 21, 7:30-9:30pm.

Free, pre-registration required. Ex-

plore Judaism's relevance in today's

world. Learn about Jewish perspec-

tives on spirituality, ethics, and

community. These classes are de-

signed for all who are interested in

learning more about Judaism

whether they are born Jewish or

not. Location: Netivot Shalom,

University Ave, Berkeley. Website:

www.buildingjewishbridges.org.

Email: dawn@buildingjewish-

bridges.org. 

The First Annual Railroadiana,

Mining & WesternArtifacts Show

& Sale Event,  Sat., October 9th

from 9am-3pm with a $5.00 admis-

sion. Early entry during the show's

dealer set-up is available on Friday,

October 8th from 4-8pm with a

$20.00 admission.  Walnut Creek

Elk's Lodge, Creekside Hall, 1475

Creekside Dr. Walnut Creek. For

more information, please contact:

Jack Lucas at (925) 260-0287. 

OKTOBERFEST! Sunday, Oc-

tober 10, 2-6pm at the Hacienda de

las Flores, 2100 Donald Drive,

Moraga. This family event, spon-

sored by the Hacienda Foundation

of Moraga and the Town of Mor-

aga, will feature a live polka band,

authentic German food and bever-

ages, jumpy houses, pumpkin

painting and chalk drawing. For

more details see ww.oktoberfest-

moraga.com. Free Parking and

Shuttle will be available in Rheem

Shopping Center along Moraga Rd.

(See article page L4)

On Tuesday, Oct. 19th the Lam-

orinda Branch of AAUW will

sponsor a meeting at the Serbian

Orthodox Church, l700 School St.,

Moraga starting at 9:30 a.m. to in-

form ourselves and the public on

the issues raised by the nine initia-

tives on the ballot. Members and

guests will be randomly seated at

round tables, each of which is pro-

vided with materials from the

League of Women Voters and other

non-partisan sources concerning a

single ballot measure. At the end of

the discussions each table will re-

port its observations and viewpoints

to the entire group. General materi-

als on all of the ballot measures will

also be available. This meeting is

free and open to the public.

Free Small Business Workshop at

the Lafayette Library & Learning

Center: Optimizing LinkedIn for

Local Business Networking, Weds,

Oct 20, 8am. Presenter: Robin S. Fox,

Social Media Coach, www.inbound-

marketingtraining.com. Free, but

reservations recommended. Email

your reservation today:  work-

shops@lafayettechamber.org. Down-

load flyer: http://bit.ly/small_

business_workshops.

Las Trampas, Inc.’s  annual

"Walk n' Roll" will take place on

Sat. October 23 from 8:30am-

12noon. This family friendly event

is a 1mile or 5K walk/roll or run on

the beautiful Lafayette-Moraga

Trail. Fee is $25 per person and in-

cludes: t-shirt, gift, refreshments

and live entertainment. Register at

www.active.com. For more infor-

mation visit www.lastrampas.org.

Moraga Movers will gather at St.

Mary's Soda Center on October

11, with social hour at 5 pm and

dinner at 6pm, followed by the

monthly speaker. Moraga Movers

is an active organization of over

400 local citizens aged 55 and

older, and are happy to have com-

munity members join in their activ-

ities. Please call (925) 376-6622 to

make reservations at $15 per person

or for more information. 

The Lafayette Reservoir Run will

take place on Sunday, October 31.

This race is a “family affair”, in-

volving kids, parents, grandparents,

and hundreds of serious runners

from throughout the Bay Area.

2200-2500 participants compete in

a 10k, 5k or 2 mile race through the

heart of the downtown, around the

reservoir and back. Sprinters, walk-

ers, the “stroller brigade” and many

of Lafayette’s top four-legged

residents share the streets on that

festive Sunday morning.  

For more info or to register: 

phone (925) 284-7404,

email info@lafayettechamber.org,

web www.lafayettechamber.org.

The Lafayette Garden Club is

happy to announce that grant appli-

cations are currently being accepted

for funds generated by the 2010

Gardens for Gardeners Tour.  Grant

applications should be consistent

with the club’s objectives: strive to

stimulate the knowledge and love

of gardening, to encourage home

and community beautification, to

improve the knowledge of horticul-

ture and to encourage civic planting

and conservation programs. Ap-

proximately $8,000 will be avail-

able for distribution.  For more

information or a grant application

please contact: Janet Tittiger: (925)

284-2380 or janet.t@comcast.net.

Not to be missed Not to be missed

Lamorinda’s
Religious  Services

The First Annual
San Francisco Bay Area

Railroadiana, Mining & Western 

Artifacts Show & Sale

Saturday October 9th, 2010
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

ADMISSION $5.00

Friday October 8th, Dealer
Set-up - 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm

‘‘Early Buyers’’ - Friday - 
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm - $20.00
Free Return Privileges

Six foot show tables: 
$65.00 each. 
All advanced reserved

‘‘Early Buyers’’ - Saturday
7:00 am to 9:00 am

$20.00

Location:

Walnut Creek Elk’s Lodge

1475 Creekside Drive

Walnut Creek, CA 94596
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OPEN HOUSE
FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS AND STUDENTS

1-4  OCT. 30 & DEC. 12

Limited Fall Openings

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino

Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy

Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow

Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools
School Calendar

Acalanes Union 
High School District 
Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Lafayette School District 
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, October 13, at 7pm Tuesday, October 12, at 7:30pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Orinda Union School District 
OUSD Office
8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

Wednesday, October 6, at 7:30pm
Monday, October 11, at 4pm

Special Needs, Special Families
By Lou Fancher

Close to 40 people gathered at

Orinda Books on September

20th to hear two invited guest lec-

turers speak about the impact of

special needs children on marriage,

siblings, and family balance.

Parents of Orinda Individuals

in Special Education (POISE)

sponsored the event. It was the fifth

public evening in the organization’s

18 month history devoted to the

critical issues families with special

needs children encounter.

After a brief introduction by

Anna Tague, a co-founder and vi-

brant spokesperson for POISE,

Margie Ryerson, a marriage and fam-

ily therapist in Orinda and Walnut

Creek, was the first expert to speak.

Ryerson focused on siblings,

placing emphasis on open, honest

communication.  She encouraged

parents to offer repeated, deliberate

explanations to their typical chil-

dren about the experiences the spe-

cial needs sibling is facing.  “Don’t

wait for your children to approach

you to talk,” she advised.  

Ryerson said “siblings often

feel they have to make up for the

disabled child’s inabilities.”  Sur-

prising many in the audience, she

encouraged complaining.  “We all

complain,” she said.  “I had one

client who had told her typical

child, ‘Stop complaining, you have

a good life.’  But siblings of special

needs children need to be able to

talk about their worries and anxi-

eties too.”

Furthermore, she instructed

parents to have concrete expecta-

tions of their special needs children.

Fighting between siblings is

not big news, but when one child is

disabled, parents may jump in too

early.  “Try to let them settle their

differences on their own,” Ryerson

said.  “Your special needs child

needs to learn how to be strong, to

be assertive.  The best arena to do

that is at home, with their siblings.”

True one-on-one time is key

to successful parenting in any

home, according to Ryerson.  “But

it’s not watching them at piano

recitals or at games.  You need to

get with that child and do some-

thing totally devoted to them.

That’s what they remember later.”

If nothing else, Ryerson re-

minded the audience, siblings of

special needs children must have a

full life, too.  “They need an escape,

just like you do,” she said.

Kent Grelling, PhD, currently

practices in Orinda and serves as

the Director of Counseling and Stu-

dent Support at Bentley School in

Oakland.  When POISE asked him

to speak, he realized that although

he knew a great deal about children

with autism and related disorders,

he didn’t know exactly how autism

affected marriage.

Popular, main-stream media

has picked up on celebrity state-

ments claiming that 90% of mar-

riages with children in the autism

spectrum end in divorce.  Like any

good researcher, Grelling studied

the studies.  He was surprised at the

lack of studies, but referred to re-

search showing only a 1% differ-

ence in divorce rates between

two-parent homes with ASD chil-

dren and those with typical chil-

dren.

Despite the encouragement

his comments provided, Grelling

was clear that parenting a special

needs child is demanding, stressful,

and often leaves parents feeling in-

competent.  “You can get by par-

enting by the seat of your pants in

standard situations,” he said, “but

when you have a special needs

child, everything requires attention

and a lot of forethought.”

The biggest problem goes

against today’s you-can-fix-any-

thing message.  “You’re faced with

a problem that actually isn’t solv-

able,” Grelling said.  And because

parents are dealing with an abun-

dance of conflict on a day-to-day

basis, he said some marriages do

last, but research indicates they are

often less than satisfying.  

“Two people can be pushed

to polar opposites by a problem that

really can’t be solved,” he said.

Couples blame each other, attribut-

ing the struggle to their partner’s al-

ternative style, instead of to the less

personal, but still painful reality that

life with a special needs child offers

no “best way” answers.

Grelling did offer sugges-

tions: be respectful in disputes, find

time together without the kids, de-

velop outside interests, share the

management and care of your spe-

cial needs child, and have a sense of

humor.  While the last instruction is

a stretch for couples in deep trou-

ble, Grelling says, “Without it, it’s

going to be hard to cope.”

Questions at the end of the

meeting ranged from how to be fair,

in a family situation that is inher-

ently unfair, to when to seek ther-

apy.  Ryerson advised not trying to

make it fair.  “Kids need to know

that’s impossible,” she said.  Call-

ing fairness a “false premise,” she

said cultivating empathy between

siblings is the best way to reduce

competitive fighting.

Grelling said reducing the

contact works too. “If I had to live

with my co-workers day in and day

out, I’d have trouble, too,” he joked.

“Give your child a systematic way

to deal with the special needs child,

that way, you don’t have to rush in

and solve every drama.”

As often happens at POISE

events, the Q and A eventually

shifted from the guest experts to a

more circular, communal conversa-

tion centered in the audience.  A

strong interest in forming sibling

support groups arose, and the

evening ended with Tague, and

many in attendance, promising to

continue the discussion through the

network that is POISE.

Let’s Set the Record Straight about Early College Applications
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

Fall is the time of year when

the hype about early admis-

sions programs always begins to

grow.  There is so much confu-

sion, misinformation and misuse

of early admission programs that

students, counselors and parents

can begin to wonder whether it is

wise to wait for the regular admis-

sion cycle.  Let me assure you that

applying regular admission is still

a viable option and often prefer-

able for the majority of students.

My goal in this article is to explain

the fundamentals of early pro-

grams and offer some suggestions

to consider as you decide what is

best for you.

There are three types of

early admission programs: Early

Decision (ED), Early Action (EA),

and Restrictive Early Action (Re-

strictive EA).  Most institutions

that offer ED permit students to

apply to only one ED program.

Most schools will allow students

to apply EA to other institutions,

but with the agreement that if they

are offered admission they will ac-

cept and withdraw their other ap-

plications.  Generally, students can

only be released from their com-

mitment if the financial aid pack-

age offered by the ED school is

not sufficient to attend.  One prob-

lem students and their families

sometimes encounter is an ED

offer of admission without a fi-

nancial aid award.  Families are in

a bind when they withdraw their

other applications only to learn

that they are unable to afford the

ED school.

Early Action programs

allow students to apply during

their early admission cycle but are

non-binding—EA programs do

not require the students to accept

admission, and applicants can

apply to other schools during reg-

ular admission, but rules vary re-

garding whether or not students

may apply to more than one EA

school.  It is best to carefully re-

view each school’s policy.

Restrictive Early Action

programs go by various names,

but essentially they permit EA ap-

plications with limitations.  Some

restricted EA programs only per-

mit students to apply early to one

school, while others allow early

applications to other EA schools,

but not ED schools.  All restricted

EA programs allow students to

apply regular admission to other

institutions.  Students can consider

all their admission options and fi-

nancial aid awards and they have

until May 1st to decide what col-

lege or university they will attend.

Are There Advantages?

Some institutions maintain

that there is a slight advantage in

the admission decision if a student

applies early.  A very desirable ap-

plicant may be rewarded for

showing an early interest in the

college.  Desirable candidates ex-

hibit some combination of strong

academics and extracurricular ac-

tivities as well as other qualities

that are highly sought after by the

institution.   These can include

legacy, ability to pay, student

match with the mission of the uni-

versity, special talents or abilities.

Other institutions have maintained

that it is harder to be admitted in

the early pool of applicants.  The

rule of thumb is to know how each

school views early applications.

Regional admissions officers are

the best sources of information

about this issue.  Identify this per-

son and ask about your chances

for early admission based on your

current profile.  Then follow the

advice you receive.

Other advantages include re-

duced stress during the senior year

by early acceptance to one (or

more) institutions and the oppor-

tunity to spend more time revisit-

ing schools, and investigating

opportunities that exist at schools

where you have been admitted.

Are There Disadvantages?

Early admission procedures

preclude the advantages of show-

ing an additional full semester of

coursework, submitting enhanced

test scores from November or De-

cember test dates, and demon-

strating other recent successes that

may strengthen an application (for

example, being awarded a team

captain position or compiling data

and results from a summer intern-

ship).  Students develop at a rapid

rate during the high school years

and often show amazing growth in

the senior year.  That means many

students can benefit from the extra

time they need to build successes

and consider their options more

carefully.  No matter how exciting

it may seem to envision yourself

at a particular university, it is not

wise to underestimate the value of

this time.

Taking these considerations

into account, I strongly recom-

mend that you consider applying

early only if you meet the follow-

ing conditions:

• You are a top student in that

school’s applicant pool

• Your first senior semester

will not enhance your application

(think about this carefully—why

would highly qualified students

not want colleges to see their per-

formance for another semester?

What message does this send to

your colleges?) 

• You and your family are cer-

tain you do not need to compare

financial aid awards and you can

afford to pay the bills

Early programs were origi-

nally designed for top students in

an applicant pool to hear early

from their top choice schools,

leading to better, more informed

decision-making in the spring.

They were not created with the in-

tent that all applicants would use

the option (Boston College, 2010).

Bear in mind these recommenda-

tions as you consider your appli-

cation options.  

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an educational consultant
and certified college admissions advisor.  Her goal is
to help students and their families understand the
admissions process, research college and career
options, create a customized college list and submit
a strong and cohesive application.  Dr. LaScala is a
member of NACAC, WACAC, and HECA and earned a
certification in College Admissions and Career
Planning from University of California at Berkeley.
Contact her at (925) 891-4491 or
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.
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downloading or sending to friends and family.

Kent Grelling and Margie Ryerson Photo Lou Fancher

Special: Orinda School Board Candidates Forum,
Thursday, October 7, 7:30pm in the Multi-purpose
room at Glorietta Elementary School , 15 Martha
Road.



It’s that time of year again,

time for the annual Academic

Performance Index (API) scores

prepared by the California De-

partment of Education.  Continu-

ing Lamorinda’s usual excellent

educational tradition, the num-

bers document the quality of

schools in the area, among the

best in the state.  

API numbers can range

from 200 to 1,000 - with a Cali-

fornia target level of 800, the

Acalanes Union High School

District (AUHSD) scored 899.

Of the three area high schools,

Miramonte racked up 930, Cam-

polindo 920 and Acalanes 898.

“The Acalanes Union High

School District remains the high-

est performing high school dis-

trict in California,” said AUHSD

Superintendent John Stockton.

“The continued academic success

of the students of the Acalanes

Union High School District is a

great reflection of the commit-

ment to a quality comprehensive

instructional program by our ed-

ucational community.  Dedicated

students, committed staff, caring

parents, forward-thinking civic

leaders, and our supportive com-

munities continue to make our

district a special place for stu-

dents.”

Academic Performance

Index numbers are compiled

based primarily on the perform-

ance of public school students in

grades 2 – 11 that take the Cali-

fornia Standards Test each spring.

Keep in mind these stellar

scores were made against a back-

drop of serious budget challenges

in the 2009- 2010 school year.

Educational foundations and

community support helped bridge

the gap.

Check out all the California

test scores at www.cde.ca.gov/ta.

The Campolindo High

School Orchestra has been

afforded a tremendous musical

and educational experience with

an invite from the Chinese Min-

istry of Culture and the Interna-

tional Fine Arts Institute to

perform in Beijing, China dur-

ing Spring Break 2011.  

The Orchestra will per-

form at three different venues in

Beijing, with an audience of up

to 1800 people.  Music Director

Harvey Benstein is going to

prepare a selected western pro-

gram with his students. 

"I'm sure any parent

whose student went on the St.

Petersburg, Russia trip with our

Symphonic Band in 2007 will

agree what a great opportunity

this is for our young musicians.

This promises to be another

musical and cultural experience

of a lifetime," says Benstein.

Fund raising activities will

be established by student com-

mittees and the Campolindo

Music Boosters organization.

Students are already exploring

options like Rent-A-Student

and playing at the Farmers Mar-

ket among other places.  The

Music Boosters are approach-

ing foundations and companies

with ties to China who may be

willing to sponsor a student or

to help cover some of the other

costs associated with the trip.

They are also looking for sup-

port from the community.

"The challenge here is

also the logistics of the instru-

ments.  Students who play cello

or bass can't possibly take their

instrument on an airplane, so

we need to rent these large in-

struments in Beijing and get

them on-site," says Sue Carl-

son, who heads the Music

Boosters' fundraising commit-

tee for this trip.  

For more information on

the Campolindo Orchestra and

their China trip, visit the web-

site www.campomusic.org.  
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Campolindo Orchestra Going to China 
Submitted by Carola Ziermann

Olive Festival and Auction Coming Up
Wagner Ranch Nature Area Turns Olive
By Sophie Braccini

An ancient fruit: Olive oil has
been used throughout history

for everything from ensuring good
health to religious and cultural cer-
emonies, including the anointing of
Olympic athletes, babies and dead
people; a well-rounded fruit, the
olive. Olive tree cultivation is said
to predate the written language. Al-
though native to Asia Minor,
mythology has it that the goddess
Athena gifted the olive to the
Greeks. Franciscan missionaries
brought the olive to California,
planting not only missions but olive
orchards as they made their way
northward. Move over, California
wine – California olive oil is the
new hot topic. Get ready for all

things olive!
“The Wagner Ranch Nature

Area’s heritage olive grove was

planted by California’s first Sur-

veyor General, Theodore Wagner,

in the 1880s,” says Kathy Barrett of

the Friends of the Wagner Ranch

Nature Area (FWRNA), which will

host the first annual Olive Festival

at Orinda’s Wagner Ranch Nature

Area on Sunday, October 10th from

1:00-4:00 p.m.  The festival is free

and will offer fun for all ages, in-

cluding a silent auction to benefit

FWRNA’s educational program. 

FWRNA has a fundraising

goal of $15,000 for this event,

which will used to preserve the 40-

year tradition of offering hands-on

activities to teach Orinda children

about our environment and how

early residents lived in harmony

with nature. Several local artists are

donating enchanting works to the

auction, including a hand-painted

silk art quilt by well-known quilter

Grace Kaplan; a Susan Kendall

landscape painted exclusively for

the Olive Festival; and a giant snail

– a whimsical garden sculpture by

Eileen Fitz-Faulkner and Susie Parr.

Brentwood’s McCauley

Brothers Olive Grove will bring

different olives and olive oils for

tasting at the festival.  Cooks can

enjoy demonstrations by local

restaurateur Mariam Lavecchia, of

Trattoria Lupetti, and Savory Af-

fairs. For the younger audience,

there will be games, olive-tasting,

tree-planting, music and art, Living

History skits and more.  

“We will give away little

olive trees to those who want to

take one home,” says Nature Area

naturalist Toris Jaeger, who has ad-

mired the grove for years and knew

of its historical value.  She asked

olive expert Sean McCauley (of

McCauley Brothers) to take a look

at the orchard. “Sean was quite im-

pressed with the trees,” she said,

“he estimated they were worth a lot

of money, and once pruned, the big-

ger ones could produce 2000 to

3000 pounds of olives a year.”

FWRNA’s hope is to one day pro-

duce award-winning olive oil, just

as the Wagner family made more

than a hundred years ago.

Why an olive festival? “Olive

trees are symbols of peace and

prosperity, but they are also a grow-

ing agriculture resource here in Cal-

ifornia and it is time we celebrate

the tree, its crop and its local his-

tory,” concludes Barrett.

The Wagner Ranch Nature

Area is at the southeast corner of the

intersection of Bear Creek Road

and Camino Pablo. For more infor-

mation go to www.fwrna.org.

Photo submitted

Continued School Success in Lamorinda
By Cathy Tyson

Open to the Public  7 Days a week  www.caleyecare.com   510.642.2020
Free parking with appointments. Walk over or use our free shuttle!

UC BERKELEY

OPTOMETRY

Should your family
follow you to Cal?

Of course. Every time they need an eye exam.

The University of California Eye Center is an integral part of

the top-rated UC School of Optometry, and we’re here to

offer you complete vision care for your kids, for you, and for

your parents. We’re also the ones to see for Lasik® surgery

and contact lenses. (Our Eyewear Center has all the big

names in frames!) We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. When it comes to your eyes, go blue!

End the Homework Battle!
Find academic success in a respectful, accepting, 
and effective learning environment.

-Small, seminar-style classes (4-10 students per class)
-College, career and transition counseling
-Strength-based, personal growth curriculum
-Grades 9-12

Holden High School
10 Irwin Way, Orinda
(925) 254-0199  |  www.holdenhigh.org

Toris Jaeger inspects young olives Photo Ohlen Alexander

It’s all online!
www.lamorinda

weekly.com
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October 2010 - Digging Deep
Gardening with Cynthia Brian: FALL-ING
“Stand still. The trees ahead of you and the bush beside you are not lost.” Albert Einstein

We arrived home from Lake

Tahoe and couldn’t get

into our driveway. Half of our mag-

nificent cottonwood tree blocked

the road. About sixty feet of

branches sprawled across the front

yard.  A herd of deer, including two

bucks, nibbled on the leaves, while

ten wild turkeys double-gobbled.

Amazingly, it was a clean fall and

nothing was broken-not the sprin-

klers, statuary, or other plantings.

We were grateful we had not been

home as this is an area where I am

always gardening.

My grandfather was not so

fortunate. Two gigantic American

elms graced his Napa Valley land-

scape, both infected with Dutch

Elm disease. After my uncle’s new

truck was crushed by a falling limb,

my grandpa petitioned the city of

Napa for the right to have the trees

removed. He was told the trees

were protected and endangered. He

was not allowed to have them cut

down. One clear still day as he was

mowing his lawn, the giant elm de-

cided to topple, killing him in-

stantly.

How healthy are the trees on

your property? At this time of year,

it’s important to prepare for Indian

summer heat as well upcoming

winter storms. Inspect your trees for

disease, dead branches, or split

trunks. Get out the chain saw to

remedy the situation and stake or

anchor trees that could be uprooted

or broken by wind. There are ar-

borists in our community who

know exactly how to prune, cut, or

eliminate aesthetically. Check your

local Chamber of Commerce for

names of members you can rely on. 

Trees fall in storms and trees

fall on completely calm, tranquil

days. The factors contributing to a

falling tree are the character of the

wood, moisture in the soil, depth of

the roots, accumulation of damp-

ness on the leaves and branches,

and ferocity of the wind.  Fast-

growing trees normally have shal-

lower roots while pines, cedars, and

evergreens such as magnolia risk

damage because of expansive

branching. When the soil is

drenched, any tree is susceptible to

breakage. Safety of human life as

well as the longevity of the speci-

men rely on arduous attention.

Fall is also the time to enjoy

the kaleidoscope of colors in na-

ture’s trees. The deep reds we wit-

ness are a result of an increase in the

sugar content while the yellows are

a diminishment of chlorophyll due

to the sunny days of autumn com-

bined with the cooler evening tem-

peratures. Although the chilly

nights do deserve some credit for

the rapid foliage change, the true

reason that the leaves change color

is dependent on species and envi-

ronment.  Japanese maples, dog-

woods, liquid ambers, and some

species of crepe myrtle appear

flaming while redbud, ginkgo,

birch, apple, and larch shimmer in

yellows and gold. Oaks change to

russet, Chinese pistache herald Hal-

loween with their pumpkin orange

hues.  If you wander the creeks or

hillsides, beware of poison oak as it

is one of the most gloriously col-

ored vines of autumn melding crim-

son, sienna, and scarlet.  As the days

grow shorter and the nights linger

longer, the biochemical process

paints nature’s landscape with a

sunset palette.

October is the perfect time to

buy shrubs, trees, and bushes be-

cause the soil is still warm, yet there

is moisture in the air to assist with

rooting. In addition, nurseries often

offer discounts as they clean out in-

ventory before the winter season.

To find the colors your want in your

garden, what better opportunity

than to see them in their magnifi-

cent autumn cloaked splendor?

Plan for future energy savings by

planting a windbreak of low-crown

shrubs which can cut your heating

bills by thirty percent. Keep in mind

that the distance from your home

foundation needs to be two-five

times the mature height and that

smaller bushes planted within one-

three feet will act as insulation.

Gather the falling leaves for

your compost pile. The decomposi-

tion replenishes the nutrients in

your soil. Dispose of diseased or

bug infested leaves, such as those

that have peach leaf curl, rust, or

aphids.  

As the growing season comes

to an end, collect the seedpods from

companion flowers to attract bene-

ficial insects for next year’s plant-

ings including dill, caraway, anise,

alyssum, marigolds, calendulas,

sunflowers, zinnias, hollyhock, and

nasturtium. Dry them on cookie

sheets or in plain brown paper bags

providing plenty of air circulation.

Store in paper bags, labeling with

name and date.  You’ll be ready to

plant the seeds next spring, and of

course, be cautious with the use of

pesticides. The goal is to attract

beneficial insects, bees, butterflies,

and hummingbirds and keep them

alive and healthy.

It’s also time to plant your

winter crops, specifically peas,

spinach, lettuce, chard, parsley, and

chives, which won’t require much

sunlight. It’s also a great idea to plant

a cover crop of beans, peas, or vetch

to add nitrogen to your dormant veg-

etable garden. Your soil will be re-

stocked with the nutrients that were

depleted from this season’s crops.

In your flower garden, dig up

extra gladiola cormlets. Nick them

gently or soak them in full strength

bleach for a few hours which will

help them sprout when planted.

Place in full sun, dug into the

ground about two inches deep. Di-

vide your bearded iris rhizomes and

re-plant where you need more

color.  Wait until November to plant

daffodils, crocus, and tulips. 

Fall is in full swing. Enjoy the

colorful show from your hammock.

Make certain the branches are

healthy and strong while you watch

Fall falling.

Japanese Maple is awe-inspiring Photos Cynthia Brian

Chinese Pistache puts on a show Cottonwood trunk split and the tree fell

Cynthia’s Digging Deep Gardening Guide for October
The ancient Celtic, Christian, and Roman ritual mixed with European folklore marks our Halloween

holiday, a day when the dead walk the earth again. Goblins, ghosts, and modern Druids commem-

orate with costumes, parades, and commercial festivities.  Every year I dress up for the trick-or-

treaters.  Besides the typical witch, cheerleader, princess, and Dracula, I’ve been a firefighter, pirate,

terrorist, superwoman, and Cynthiarella. This year, I am a horticulurist. Don’t be too scared…I’ll

be digging deep!

Here’s what needs to be done in your graveyard, oops, I mean garden in October.

• PRUNE your berry vines after you have harvested the fruit for easier picking next season.

• ORDER your spring bulbs from catalogs now for planting in November

• PICK any fruit that has fallen to the ground to prevent insect attraction or disease.

• DEADHEAD spent annuals.

• MOVE baskets and pots to a shady area when Indian summer is hottest.

• THROW two or three matchsticks into each hold before planting bulbs. The sulphur kills 

insects and enriches the soil.

• PROPAGATE geraniums and pelagoniums by cutting back nonblooming stems 

and planting in damp soil.

• BUY trees boasting autumn colors now.

• STAKE young trees and prune dead or dried limbs from established ones.

• CALL an arborist to inspect your large limbs and trunks.

• VISIT nurseries to check out the fall selection of plants and bulbs.

• CHECK around your house for fire hazards and flammable materials. 

October is the height of fire season.

• FERTILIZE begonias and roses for more blooms.

• FEED your citrus.

• TRANSPLANT calendulas, Iceland poppies, dianthus, forget-me-nots, primroses, 

Shasta daisies, agapanthus, and daylilies.

• FREEZE or can your extra harvest of fruit and vegetables for winter delights.

• EAT the flowers on your herbs, such as chives, garlic, basil, mint, dill, and other flowering herbs.

• HARVEST the last of your grapes. Add the colorful leaves and vines for a spectacular 

autumn arrangement.

• RAKE your leaves into a compost pile. Great soil will be ready before the holidays. 

• PLANT your new lawns or reseed tired ones 

now for the fastest, healthiest growth.

• DECORATE your front porch with cornstalks 

from your garden

• PICK your pumpkins and carve funny 

jack o’lanterns.

Have a haunted Halloween!

Happy Gardening to You!
©2010 Cynthia Brian

Bird feeder amidst fall brushstrokes
Photo Cynthia Brian

B
lue Ridge

Landscape Co.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 18 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured Lic. #702845

Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Annual Fall Sale 
Ends Oct. 31st

Free Plants with Purchase

50% Off 
5 Gallon Roses

reg. $3000

now $1500

up to

20% Off 
California 
Natives

up to
50% Off 
General Nursery

Stock,
selected items

9am-5pm
7 days a week

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

•
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Lamorinda Football Primed for DFAL
By Alex Kozela

With only one loss be-

tween them in preseason

play, the trio of Lamorinda foot-

ball teams begin their Diablo

Foothill Athletic League (DFAL)

seasons with winning records and

high hopes. Here's a recap of their

previous games as well as a look

into the first DFAL action of the

season.

Miramonte:

After finishing last season with a

6-7 overall (2-4 DFAL) record, the

Matadors are primed to reverse last

year's disappointment and have

begun the new year with a 4-0

start. After defeating Analy and

Fortuna 21-7 and 35-21, respec-

tively, Miramonte went on to crush

Mission San Jose 62-0 and Liberty

33-0. The Matadors open DFAL

play Friday at Acalanes. The Dons

have won four of the last six meet-

ings between the two schools.

Players, coaches, and administra-

tors from both schools will wear

pink at the game, which is dedi-

cated to breast cancer awareness.

Students are encouraged to wear

pink as well.

Campolindo:

The Cougars also finished with a

losing overall record (5-6, 3-3

DFAL) last year, but, like the

Matadors, have started this year in

fine fashion with a perfect 4-0

record. They defeated Albany 21-6

on September 3 to begin the sea-

son and then went on to defeat Mt.

Eden 35-14. Their first league

game is Friday at Dougherty Val-

ley and comes after 34-13 and 49-

18 wins over El Cerrito and Oak-

land, respectively.

Acalanes:

The Dons' attempt to start the sea-

son 4-0 for the first time in over 15

years was squashed by Healds-

burg, who defeated Acalanes 44-

13 last Friday. Nevertheless, the

team still possesses a positive 3-1

record going into league play,

which begins Friday at home

against local rivals Miramonte.

The Dons, who finished with a 5-

6 overall (4-2 DFAL) record last

year, will look to build on solid

performances against Ygnacio

Valley, who they defeated 9-0,

Hayward 10-6, and San Marin 21-

0, as the team only allowed six

points in its first three games of

the season.

The Miramonte High School
Football team sponsored a
local youth sports night Friday,
September 24, 2010 at the
game against Liberty.  Youth
who wore their team jerseys
(OYA, OBA, MOL, and CYO
sports participants along with
swim club members) were ad-
mitted free to the game when
they were accompanied by a
paying adult.  The football
team was available to meet
the young fans after the game.
“We are hoping that the com-
munity at large will come out
and support our team this sea-
son,” said the Miramonte Foot-
ball team marketing parent
Stephanie McConnell. 

Lafayette Youth Earns Medal in the Pacific Grove
Triathlon
Submitted by Cathy Martinsen

Like his fifth grade friends

at Burton Valley Elemen-

tary School, Reider Martinsen

spent the summer competing on

multiple sports teams including

soccer, baseball, and the LMYA

swim team. In addition, Martin-

sen also trained for the Pacific

Grove Sprint Triathlon.  The

triathlon took place on Septem-

ber 12, and consisted of a quar-

ter-mile swim, 12.4 mile bike,

and a two mile run.  He has

raced in many triathlons before,

but this was the longest race

he’s attempted. As the youngest

athlete (10) among the 630 par-

ticipants, Martinesen was very

excited to race with his mom at

such a popular event.  He fin-

ished with a time of one hour

and 19 minutes and is looking

forward to beating his time

when he races again next year.

Photo Cathy Martinsen

Junior quarterback Ross Anderson (9) hands the ball off to senior running back John Coupin (33). The Mats defeated Liberty 33-0 last Friday." Photo David DeSilva

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant

Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.comFor current rates call Kyle at 925-314-5299.

“Providing Premier Loan products and service from
the most experienced and  solution-oriented 
professionals in your community.”

30 Year Fixed Rate to $1,500,000 at 5%
(5.125% APR)
This Loan Allows Interest Only Payments For 10 Years!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures and
information available at the time of production. 
Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE License #01327738.

319 Diablo Road, Suite 103
Danville, CA 94526
CA DRE Lic. # 01327738

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms    INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 Up to $4,000,000

Interest Rate    APR                   Interest Rate APR

3 Year Fixed 2.650% 3.750% 3.7500% 3.750%
5 Year Fixed 3.200% 3.750% 3.875% 3.750%
7 Year Fixed 4.200% 3.750% 4.375% 3.750%
10 Year Fixed 4.850% 3.750% 4.875% 3.750%

Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.950% 4.375% 4.465%
15 Year Fixed 3.375% 3.450% 3.875% 3.950%

George C Tuck, founder of  Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

510-893-1343
925-944-1122

www.atlasheating.com

ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

Since 1908 •  CA Lic. #489501

With a high efficiency furnace, you could be eligible
for the Federal Tax Credit and three separate rebates.
You might even catch the Cash For Appliances rebate

if you act quickly. Even the Federal Tax Credit is
down to its last few weeks of life. This opportunity is
unparalleled. Call us now for a free estimate, days,

evenings or weekends. It’s time to get comfortable.TM

Rebates Fading,
Winter Approaching

Fall Is the Time To Call

www.atlasheating.com
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Handyman

Classes Offered

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more.  Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.  
Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Service

House cleaning

Professional
Quality Work

All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,

Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
☎ (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Painting

Construction

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Foundations, drainage, remodel 

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
www.swartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED
Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

%

<>

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Plumbing

Merchandise
WE BUY: 
Old Tube – Based HI-FIs and
Stereos, Guitar and P.A. Amplifiers
and various Tube Electronic Gear
Pickup at your convenience
working or not! 
Al Pecherer (925) 914-7772 
apecherer@gmail.com 

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFropPlumbing.com

Handyman - experienced in
all types of home repairs.
I am glad to discuss your repair
or project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. I show up. I clean up.

Distributors Wanted

Candle Distributors
Wanted

Clean Burning Candles
Retailing, Fundraising & More
Training and Support Provided

877-779-0040

Photography

Terry Riggins Photography
Back by popular demand

2010 Holiday Mini Portrait 
Sessions.

These engaging and affordable
sessions provide beautiful gifts, cards
and mementos for you, your family
and friends. $225 Package includes: a
consultation, 25 minute portrait
session and slideshow image review.
In addition, you receive a fully
retouched digital image or 75 (4 x 6)
prints.  Visit our website at
terryrigginsphotography.com.  
Call to schedule at 925-631-1000.

Terry Riggins Photography

2010 Digital Photography
Classes

Have you invested in a great
camera and wish you knew how

to maximize its capabilities? 
Weekend, midweek and
evening series or individual
classes available. Call today
for a detailed brochure and
schedule at 925-631-1000.
Please ask us about our “Buy
One, Get One at Half Price”
Buddy promotion. Classes
held at our Studio at 1036
Country Club Drive, Moraga.
terryrigginsphotography.com
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Synchronized Swimming: An Inside Look
By Lou Fancher

Marisa Tashima is a cham-

pion athlete.  The Lafayette

sophomore, a 14-year-old Acalanes

student, trains four hours, five days

a week—and six hours on Satur-

days.  She’s a swimmer/runner/

gymnast/dancer/water polo player-

equivalent and an all-around cardio

queen: she’s an Aquanut.

The Walnut Creek Aquanuts,

a nationally-ranked synchronized

swimming team, has produced

eight Gold Medal Olympians.

Started in 1968 by Sue Alf, the team

has won over 200 national and

world titles.  This August, at the Pan

American UANA Age Group Syn-

chronized Swimming Champi-

onship in Peru, the Aquanuts placed

first in the team, combo and duet

categories.  Tashima swam in each

of those events and also won the in-

dividual silver medal in the solo

competition.

“When I was little, I wanted

to do gymnastics, and swimming

and soccer,” Tashima says, demon-

strating her enormous appetite for

athletic competition.  “My mom

went online and found synchro.”

Tashima remembers her first

year in training as a chaotic one.

“There were a lot of people and I

didn’t know what I was doing.  My

first routine was an alley cat rou-

tine in a bright green suit.”  It

sounds cute, until you hear the

team’s weekly training regimen:

running, stretching, strength train-

ing, sit-ups, pull-ups, push-ups,

core work, and laps in the pool.

And all of that followed by drilling

routines and perfecting figures, the

fundamental technical skills re-

quired for the sport.

“I have to have a big

breakfast,” Tashima says, when

asked how she fuels the daily

four hour work-outs.  “I eat

eggs, spam, bacon, rice, hash-

browns, sausage—” she pauses.

“I’m hungry all the time.  I have

lunch at school, then I have sec-

ond lunch when I get home.

And a big dinner after practice

too.  I’m into short ribs, steak,

tri-tips.”

She’s also into flamingoes, a

position in which one leg bends to

the chest, while the other extends

perpendicular to the water.

“Flamingoes are worth the most in

competition,” she explains, “so you

want to do well on them.”  Seated

on a sunny bench in her backyard,

she describes the movement, then

adds, “It would be easy, if it was

fast, but you’re supposed to go so

slow that it’s hard and be so high in

the water that it hurts.”

If slow speed and position

height are two challenging aspects

of the sport, it’s lung capacity that

pushes synchro-swimmers into the

endurance category.  “I don’t think

people think it’s that hard, because

it looks so easy.  But it’s supposed

to look easy, or we wouldn’t be

good,” Tashima says.  Like ballet

dancers, synchro swimmers per-

form miraculous physical feats; all

masked with grace and absent the

grunts allowed on a football field.

“But our routines have intricate

patterns, matching other bodies,

and precision,” she emphasizes.

Solid coaching is what

Tashima says has led to the

Aquanuts’ success.  “Tammy Mc-

Gregor—she coached the 2008

Olympic team—she knows how to

coach.  She’s always positive.  For

me, she says, ‘It’s just synchro,’

when I’m at a big competition.  She

works with me on spinning and my

posture in the water.”

In 2009, Tashima went to

Serbia for the Comen Cup compe-

tition.  “It was my first time out of

the country,” she says.  And this

year, the Peru competition pro-

vided another opportunity to meet

swimmers from 13 different coun-

tries.  “There’s a big trading thing

at the end of the meet, and because

we got first, lots of people wanted

our signatures, pictures and our

warm-ups.  I felt a sense of national

pride, because they thought of us,

not as a club, but as representing

the U.S.”

Tashima says synchro can

lead to a job with Cirque de Soleil,

or work in films, like the upcoming

Pirates of the Caribbean movie.

She’s more likely to turn her atten-

tion to a career in math, science, or

medicine, but that doesn’t lessen

her ambition for the coming year.

She plans to work on her tech-

nique, and apply her formula for

staying cool and collected in com-

petition:  “I take three calming

breaths, and I have three messages

I tell myself.  It’s just synchro.  You

can do it.  And team.  ‘Cause even

when I’m alone in the water, my

team is all around me.”

A lift: Marisa Tashima launches off of Suying Rothrock, fellow WCA 
and 13-15 National Team member. Photo Miles Tashima

Equestrian Rider Participates in Junior
Olympics
Submitted by Susan Loria

Kelly Loria has been riding

horses since she was

seven years old. She has been

training as an equestrian rider

with Heidi Riddle since she was

ten. 

This summer her hard

work paid off and she qualified

for the team (Area VI Califor-

nia & Hawaii) –  Kelly went to

Kentucky to compete in the

North American Junior Young

Rider Championships.  In a

Cinderella-type story she and

her off-the-track thoroughbred,

Lucy in the Sky With Dia-

monds, won both the Individual

Gold and Team Gold medals.

The Championship is recog-

nized by the United States

Olympic Committee as the Jun-

ior Olympics for riders ages 15-

21.

Lafayette Equestrian Wins National
Titles
Submitted by Shoshana Mark

Erica Mark won a national title

at the prestigious Arabian Na-

tional Horse Show in Regina,

Saskatchewan on August 17th.

Erica won her title in the 13-and-

under Hunter Pleasure discipline on

her horse “A Time to Dance.” She

won another national title in a sim-

ilar event and a reserve champi-

onship title (first runner-up) on her

English Arabian horse, “Botox,”

winning against competitors in the

17-and-under class.

Mark progressed to the na-

tional level by earning local and re-

gional qualifying points at

equestrian events throughout the

northwest region, the Arabian

Horse Association, Region 3. Dif-

ferent rules and standards apply to

each class of competition, depend-

ing on the event and age of rider.

Mark qualified in the youth divi-

sion.

Mark is a senior member of

the show-team of “Earthquake Ara-

bians,” a competitive group of

young equestrians located in Clay-

ton. Although her three Arabian

horses are trained and groomed by

seasoned professionals, Mark

spends her weekends riding, taking

advanced lessons and caring for her

horses.

Mark lives in Lafayette and is

a freshman at Acalanes. 

Erica Mark completing her victory lap at the Canadian Nationals. Photo provided

Photo provided 
(source: Brant Gamma Photos)

Private Investigator

Walshin Investigations 
Where Confidentiality is our First Priority! 

California Licensed Private Investigator 
CA Lic. P.I.#26907 

Registered & Bonded Process Server 
RPS #809 

Located in Lafayette 

www.walshinpi.com 
Call: 925.284.5799 

PIANO LESSONS
Accepting students of  all
ages.  Twenty-five plus years
of  experience.  Studio at
Lafayette/Pleasant Hill
border. Call 530-520-1633.
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SPORTS LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS NEWS

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com
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Girls’ Tennis Rivalry Match-Ups
9/14/10     Miramonte  8,   Acalanes  1
SINGLES:

1. H Andersen (M) def. Jorgensen                 6-4  6-0

2. M Andersen (M) def. Karagocev                6-0  3-6  (13-11)

3. McCollom(M)  def. Landry                        6-0  6-1

4. Wendt (M) def. Koyake                            6-0  6-2

5. Reed (M)  def. Bittner                               6-1  6-1

6. Majundar  def. Chow                                6-3  6-0

DOUBLES:

1. Lindsay/Lee  (A)  def. Alper/ B Anderson 6-3  6-4

2. Ehringer/Galindez  (M)  def. Grant/Yang 6-0  7-5

3. Straughn/Engstrom (M)  def. Chen/Bauer 6-3  6-1            

9/16/10 Acalanes  2,  Campolindo   7
SINGLES:

1. Wedlake (C) d. Jorgensen                     6-4  6-3

2. Karagocev (A)  d. McCue                      6-2  6-2

3. Shapiro (C) d. Landry                            7-5  6-4

4. Faulkner (C) d. Koyake                         6-3  7-5

5. Barabi (A) d. Huberts                            6-4  3-6  (10-7)

6. Perrella (C) d. Bittner                            6-3  6-1

DOUBLES:

1. Korich/Orwig (C) d. Lindsay/Lee            6-1  6-3

2. Hill/Stone (C) d. Chen/Bauer                 6-3  6-0

3. Nefdt/Clark (C) d. Boltz/Leibowitz          6-2  6-2 

Head Coach Brad Rieser commented, “Without a doubt, the future

of these newcomers is certainly a bright one, bound to help take

Acalanes to a new higher level”

9/23/10    Miramonte 8, Campolindo 1
Singles:

Kaiser (M) d. Wedlake 6-1, 6-3 

H. Andersen (M) d. McCue 7-6 (7), 6-2

M. Andersen (M) d. Shapiro 6-3, 6-1

McCollom (M) d. Faulkner 6-1, 5-7, 11-9

Wendt (M) d. Huberts 6-4, 2-6, 12-10

Reed (M) d. Orwig 6-3, 6-2. 

Doubles:

Korich/Hill (C) d. Alper/B. Anderson 6-2, 6-4

Schulz/Majumdar (M) d. Nefdt/Stone 6-4, 7-5

Galindez/Ehringer (M) d. Kelley/Perrella 6-4, 6-2

Meg Andersen, Miramonte Nicole Wedlake, Campolindo Emily Lindsay, Acalanes Photos Andy Scheck

Miramonte is undefeated in league play and

improves to 10-2 on the season.

“Our Lady Matadors are a very accom-

plished and experienced team and they bring won-

derful skill and determination to each and every

one of our matches.  Their focus towards excel-

lence has been impressive so far this season and

our record of 10-2 thus far is proof of that.  We still

have a lot of work to do to fulfill our team goals for

the season and to continue the great tradition of

Miramonte girls’ tennis,” said coach Michael

McCollom. C. Graveson

“Towards the end, I got tired on my bike on the really steep hills.  Next

time, I would not play a football game before [the triathlon].”

Jack Strong, 11, Moraga
“I had some trouble with my shoes, so that definitely slowed me down.  I

carbo-loaded: I ate pancakes and I ate 3-4 bananas an hour before to pre-

vent cramps.  I’d pace my swim next time, and train for the biking more.

And I’d have a lot more water.”

Pierce Haley, 18, Orinda
“This year, I tried it just for fun, but next year, I’m going to train for it.  I

was weak in the biking part.  And my legs hurt now.”

Kristen Hong, 13, Orinda
“Her legs hurt, but once she heard there were free cupcakes, she could

run again.”

Hong’s friend, Marie-Claire Schillinger, 13, Orinda
“I ran the course with my dad and I went to bed at 7 o’clock to get ready.

What was fun?  Everything was fun!”

Elouise Engs, 8, Orinda

Orinda Triathlon for Fun and Health
... continued from page A1

Team Jack Matt Ryan in the transition Photos Ohlen AlexanderArden Creson Orinda, age 11

Benjamin Delange Orinda, age 10
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79 YEARS
AND COUNTING!

Theatre Square, Orinda (next to the Orinda Theater)
Mon-Sat 11-8, Sun 11-7

Kasper Koojoolian, founder, at his first successful stand on Fruitvale Avenue, Oakland- 1931

Offering Low Prices On a Full Line of Pet Supplies. 
• Special Orders Welcome
• 28 years of experience
925.254.8282

10am - 6pm Mon-Fri • 10am-5pm Sat • 11am-3pm Sun
152 Village Square, Orinda (Behind Safeway)

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL •  HYBRID VEHICLES

orindataxi@gmail.com     www.orindataxi.com

We’re more than a dependable
health professional. 

We’re also your personal 
health advisor.

282 Village Square, Orinda
(925) 254-1211Alan Wong, R.Ph.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Treible Stationers, Inc.

19 Orinda Way, Orinda CA 94563
Phone (925) 254-3643  •  email: treibleinc@msn.com
20579 Santa Maria Avenue • Castro Valley, CA 94546 • (510) 537-3600

• Commercial Discounts
• On-Line Ordering Available

Free Delivery

%

10% OFF Coupon
exp. 10/31/10 • present coupon or tell us about it.

EAST BAY TREE SERVICE
www.eastbaytreeservice.com

377-TREE (8733)
Be Safe 

During the 2010 Fire Season
Fine pruning

Large hazardous tree removal
Brush and Stump removal

Licensed • Workman’s Comp • insured

Check your contractor at www.checkthelicensefirst.com

License # 805794
18 Orinda Way, Orinda  • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

COLDWELL BANKER

Shopping for a new home?

WWW.PATTICAMRAS.COM

Call Patti Camras Today!

925.899.9282
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

Photos Ohlen Alexander

6th Annual Orinda 
Classic Car Show Weekend
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T
o Carol Tanner, the Moraga Country Club Kitchen Tour is
a public way to celebrate the happy ending of a total house
remodeling project.  To her husband Gerry, it’s a chance to

share the science behind a contemporary kitchen.  To Dave Bruz-
zone, the tour is a deadline and a chance to flex his altruistic mus-
cles.  To Sue Olsen, a well-known local Broker Associate and the
show’s organizer, the tour is a heady-swirl of professional and per-
sonal pleasures.  And for families touched by breast cancer, the Mor-
aga Country Club (MCC) Kitchen Tour represents hope.

          
The tour, which takes place on October 7th, from 5:00-8:00

p.m., is a charity event, with all proceeds donated to the Susan G.
Komen Race For the Cure®.  The non-profit organization is the
largest breast cancer charity in the world and a leader in research,
education, and advocacy.  In 2009, the MCC tour raised nearly
$6,000.

          
For Carol, the cause is as personal as the kitchen. “I have three

sisters, and two of them have had breast cancer,” she says.

Carol and Gerry Tanner's kitchen glows warmly under natural light from the skylight above. Photos Andy Scheck

... continued on page  OH4

MCC Kitchens Shine for a Cause
By Lou Fancher

A Julie Zouzounis painting adorns
the Tanner kitchen.

Do you recycle grey water?If so, we'd like to hear from you! 
Staff writer Sophie Braccini is looking for

grey water recyclers for an upcoming 

article - reach her at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com.
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
none recorded

LAFAYETTE
821 Avalon Avenue, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 2340 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-26-10; 

Previous Sale: $175,000, 05-20-83
3137 Gloria Terrace, $765,000, 3 Bdrms, 2862 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 8-27-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,010,000, 01-04-07
3483 Hamlin Road, $1,015,000, 3 Bdrms, 2065 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-25-10; 

Previous Sale: $443,000, 08-22-89
4163 Hidden Valley Road, $1,129,000, 2 Bdrms, 2364 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 9-2-10
105 James Place, $1,295,000, 3 Bdrms, 1981 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 9-1-10
3137 Mars Court, $1,130,000, 3 Bdrms, 2009 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-31-10; 

Previous Sale: $650,000, 04-20-04
3936 South Peardale Drive, $755,000, 3 Bdrms, 2594 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-24-10; 

Previous Sale: $820,000, 12-17-03
1031 Windsor Drive, $940,000, 3 Bdrms, 1915 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-24-10; 

Previous Sale: $250,000, 12-12-86
MORAGA

1923 Ascot Drive, $435,000, 2 Bdrms, 1379 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-30-10
61 Ascot Place, $543,000, 2 Bdrms, 1455 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-30-10; 

Previous Sale: $570,000, 03-03-09
1489 Camino Peral, $430,000, 2 Bdrms, 1265 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-2-10; 

Previous Sale: $482,000, 07-23-04
245 Draeger Drive, $890,000, 4 Bdrms, 2336 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 9-1-10; 

Previous Sale: $480,000, 01-28-94
41 Lambeth Square, $1,070,000, 3 Bdrms, 2392 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-31-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,095,000, 05-06-04
75 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,215,000, 4 Bdrms, 3574 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 8-25-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 05-27-05
1891 School Street, $879,500, 4 Bdrms, 2319 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 8-25-10; 

Previous Sale: $438,000, 07-05-90
ORINDA

37 Candle Terrace, $2,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3930 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 8-25-10; 
Previous Sale: $975,000, 09-08-95

210 Canon Drive, $990,000, 4 Bdrms, 1956 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 9-1-10
12 Charles Hill Road, $1,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 5755 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 8-27-10; 

Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 08-06-04
61 Lombardy Lane, $1,028,000, 3 Bdrms, 2550 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 8-31-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,045,000, 03-20-09
17 Normandy Lane, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 3908 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-26-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,750,000, 09-26-03
285 Orchard Road, $1,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-31-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 05-30-08
136 Overhill Road, $1,100,500, 5 Bdrms, 2339 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 8-27-10; 

Previous Sale: $488,000, 05-15-98
109 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 1952 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 8-31-10; 

Previous Sale: $71,500, 06-29-83
210 Stanton Terrace, $980,000, 4 Bdrms, 2463 SqFt, 1932 YrBlt, 8-26-10

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
LAFAYETTE                      Last reported: 8
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $755,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,295,000
MORAGA                            Last reported: 7
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $430,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,215,000
ORINDA                              Last reported: 9
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $980,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $2,100,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oak-
land real estate information company.  Sale prices
are computed from the county transfer tax informa-
tion shown on the deeds that record at close of es-
crow and are published five to eight weeks after
such recording.  This information is obtained from
public county records and is provided to us by Cali-
fornia REsource.  
Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable
for errors or omissions.

Offering a single level floor

plan, this approx. 2549 sq. ft.

rancher features 5 bdrms.,

3 baths, and a flat yard with

large lawn and breathtaking

views of the surrounding

hills and valley. 

Offered at $1,049,000

Lafayette - Desirable Court Location in Burton Valley

This stunning estate home

features 2+ acres of land,

approx. 6,200 sq. ft. of

luxurious two-level living, 6-

bedrooms, 4 full and 3 half

baths, lawn areas, spa, private,

and gated. 

Offered at $3,495,000

Lafayette - Breathtaking 180-Degree Views in Happy Valley

This desirable end unit

with private location offers

3 bdrms., 3 baths, an open

floor plan, natural light filled

rooms, vaulted ceiling, com-

munity tennis, pools, club

house and more!

Offered at $775,000

Orinda - Fresh and Open in Orindawoods

This sunny Rheem Valley

Orchards home, with cul-

de-sac location, offers 

approx. 2,430 sq. ft. of liv-

ing area, 4-bdrms., 2 ½

baths, a detached bonus

room, and lovely yard with

patio and view. 

Offered at $1,150,000

Moraga - Redesigned and Remodeled in Moraga 

THE BEAUBELLE GROUP

Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle

present...

925.254.1212
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Agent and Group in the East Bay



ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E
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MCC Kitchens Shine for a C
... continued from page OH4

Standing in the center of her sun-
splashed kitchen, she is the consummate
hostess: polite, affable, and even a bit shy.

          
When Carol and Gerry Tanner de-

cided to downsize, they found 171 Cy-
press Point Way.  “We did the whole
house; we didn’t even live here for 7
months.  When we saw the kitchen, we
knew we were going to tear it all down
and replace it,” Carol explains.

          
The Tanner’s are patient, diligent

shoppers.  “We went from store, to store,
to store,” she says cheerfully.  She points
out the double-colored cabinets, (café
caramel and Hermosa) and the Brazilian
Teak floor.  “I do love the cabinets,” she
says, “it’s the hinges: you give them a push
and they close slowly, without that
“snap!” at the end.”

          
If hardware and appliances are the

bones of a kitchen, personal touches are
what give it a heart.  There is a wine
theme woven throughout the room; from

the decorative vine pattern incorporated
in wall tiles above the stove, to the central
island wine refrigerator, and especially, in
the faux painting created by Julie Zouzou-
nis.  “The painting is done on canvas, and
then adhered to the wall,” Carol explains.
“That way, you can take it with you if you
move.”  Encouraging a closer look at the
art, Carol points out one more feature:
“The wine bottle – see the label?  The
names on it are the names of my son-in-
law’s relatives.”

          
Neither Tanner claims to be a gour-

met chef.  “The microwave gets a lot of
use,” Carol admits, sounding guilty.
Gerry takes a bolder approach, opening
the microwave door and saying, “That’s
where I cook, right there.”

          
Family, however, is a major factor in

the Tanner’s kitchen.  Carol considers it
a place to meet with the couple’s children
and their spouses.  And it’s a place to try
new recipes.   ... continued on page OH6

Top-rated kitchen & bath contractor and showroom

in Contra Costa County providing the “best remodeling

experience” for 25 years in Lamorinda.

1079 Boulevard Way 

(at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

Walnut Creek, CA

(925) 938-1100

www.AlteraDesign.com

FREE

Stainless Fisher & Paykel

Double DishDrawer with Any 

Complete Kitchen Remodel.

* 

($1100 value)

*Call for details. While supplies last. 

Offer expires 11/1/10.

Free Fisher & Paykel 

DishDrawer with Remodel! 

GLORIETTA DREAM HOME

105 MEADOW LANE, ORINDA
Offered at $1,565,000

REAL ESTATE. REAL PEOPLE.

Fabulous remodeled home with
many design details. Four bed-
rooms and 2 baths on 1/3 acre all
level. Don’t miss this one! A ten!

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

DRE 012224989 / 0224988

www.theKaufmans.com

An open archway leads to Mary and Dave Bruzzone's kitchen.
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925-525-8490
www.HDbaths.com
hdbaths@yahoo.com

  Designer Bathrooms and Kitchens

39 Buckingham Drive, Moraga
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Offered at $754,500

925.376.7776
kkatzman@pacunion.com

www.PacUnion.com

7 El Camino Flores, Moraga
Flat 1± Acre Lot

Offered at $849,000

262 Rheem Boulevard, Moraga
Flat 1.4± Acre Lot

Offered at $650,000

1295 Rimer Drive, Moraga
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2140± Sq. Ft.

Offered at $799,000

Cause

The 2010 tour is Thursday, October 7, from 5-8 pm.  Tickets are
$20 and are tax deductible.  Wine, appetizers and resource
information will be available at each location. For more information,
visit http://www.mcchometour.com/#1.

The beveled counter top and detailed cabinetry add charm to the Bruzzone kitchen.
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“I did fix Linguine with Shrimp and Lemon Oil last week,”
she says, sounding mildly surprised by her new-found
culinary inspiration.

           
For Gerry, the remodeled kitchen is a laboratory.

“The skylight wasn’t insulated, and a wall there (now re-
moved) was hideous, blocking all the light…” he leaves
off, allowing a visitor to imagine.  It’s not the cabinet color
that brings out an exuberant side to his otherwise neutral
descriptions; it’s the R-11 windows, the “really nifty” ra-
diant barrier, and a hot/cold EverPure water filtration sys-
tem.  “You can get an ionizer that makes the water more
alkaline,” he says, mentioning scientific studies that sup-
port alkaline’s benefits to cancer patients in recovery.

           
Having a dream kitchen doesn’t mean he must stop

dreaming, after all.

           
The new kitchen at 479 Augusta, a second home on

the tour, places the emphasis on accessibility.  “It’s a
kitchen for everyday living,” says Dave Bruzzone, who de-

signed the room to have “a rela-
tionship with the rest of the
house.”

The kitchen’s open architec-
ture, like a smile, is inviting.  Wide,
Hickory plank flooring extends

from the kitchen into the adjacent rooms, adding to the
expansive, spacious feel.  High ceilings and double-sized
archways keep sight lines open.
The walls are especially thick: reminiscent of historical,
Mediterranean homes in Italy, or Greece.

           The Bruzzone house is located in what is unofficially
called “the country club extension,” a new, 68-lot division
in the community.  “We started building the house three
years ago,” Bruzzone says.  “Normally, we do a house in 6-
9 months.  It took a little bit longer because there were
some diversions.  What you see here is what I wanted to
do.  I incorporated features of a Happy Valley house I like.”
           Bruzzone, like the Tanners, is a humble chef.  Asked
if he will step up to the stove in the new kitchen, he an-
swers, “No.”  Then adds, as if to right a wrong, “But I  eat—
and I love it.”  Bruzzone, still apologetic, says he and his
wife, Mary, do watch the Food Channel.  “She’s a terrific
cook,” he says, finding a statement he can be proud of.
“And barbecue?  She’s the one for the job.”
           The griddle in the middle of the stove and the an-
tique bronze faucets and wall tile accents signal an atten-
tion to detail in the design.  Custom, beveled counter
edges and an inset frame-like feature repeated on the
honey-colored cabinetry is a bonus.  But it’s two exquisite
hanging lights that make the kitchen unique.  Designed
by Lights of Diablo in Martinez, their softly curving glass
looks as if chocolate has been drizzled from above, and
small flecks of gold – especially when the lights are not
turned on – catch the sunlight.
           Three other kitchens round out the MCC tour.  156
Cypress Point Way features a Wolfe range and a cabinet that
opens to reveal all the appliances.  112 La Quinta is the grand-
est kitchen in terms of size, with a cherry island that seats
eight.  585 Augusta Drive is the kitchen for cooks; the foot-
print is original, but every other feature has been updated.

MCC Kitchens Shine for a Cause
... continued from page OH1

The 2010 tour is Thursday, October 7, from 5-8 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and are tax deductible.  Wine,
appetizers and resource information will be available
at each location. For more information, visit
http://www.mcchometour.com/#1.

The decorative tiles in the Tanner kitchen feature a vine pattern.

The Bruzzones' range sports a large griddle.



Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real

Estate needs to experience the

integrity, professionalism and

results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family
in your neighborhood since 1989.

Office: (925) 253-2148

Residence: (925) 254-8088

Cell: (510) 918-8911

honens@pacbell.net

DRE License #01327738

Mortgage rates are at historical lows
Best time to buy or refinance a home
or investment property

Kyle Davis
MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

80% Loans to $2,000,000

75% Loans to $3,000,000

We use experienced local Appraisers

Providing Premier Loan products 
and service.
For current rates call Kyle 
at 925-314-5299.

Fax: (925) 831-9161

kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Lamorinda Weekly
is an independent publication, produced by and for the residents of Lafayette,

Moraga and Orinda, CA
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133 

Phone: 925-377-0977    |    Fax: 1-800-690-8136 
email: info@lamorindaweekly.com

It’s all Online:  www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

Single-Story Campolindo Home $799,900
4 bed/2 bath with large level yard, hardwood floors & Mt. Diablo views. 

3798 Via Granada, Moraga

Stunning Sonsara Craftsman $1,275,000
4 bed/3.5 bath w/designer finishes & views.

32 Maison Court, Moraga

Vintage Burton Valley Rancher 
4 bd/3 bath + bonus room. 

Prime location. $825,000

632 Los Palos Drive, Lafayette

Sold

Price
 Reduced

Pending

Remodeled Sanders Ranch Beauty
4bed/3 bath w/amazing kitchen/ 

great room. $1,265,000

51 Sanders Ranch Rd., Moraga

Sold

One-of-a-Kind Rheem Valley Manor
Mediterranean 3 bd/2.5 bath + bonus

room & office. Pool & views. $1,070,000

41 Lambeth Square, Moraga

Sold



L

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103
Orinda, CA 94563

(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
I. Bruce Maxon
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

182 Ravenhill Road
Beautiful & elegant 3bd Orindawoods home.

Remodeled to the studs by designer. Sgl level

living w/mstr & living spaces on entry lvl.

Garage enters into foyer. Fabulous location.

Offered at $979,000

ORINDA

29 Via Callados
Dramatic 3+bd/2.5ba multi-level home w/open

flrplan, updated kitchen w/granite, "plus"

room, master suite w/remod bath, gorgeous

views, suny patios, lg deck w/hot tub.

Offered at $1,049,000

ORINDA

5 Kenmore Court
This house works for you! Solar panels & in-law

unit w/full kitchen allows you to put money back

in your pocket. 1.19 beautiful acre lot, 2500 sf,

4bd/3 full baths.

Offered at $1,095,000

ORINDA

148 Ivy Drive
Loads of charm, grt floorplan & in/out flow in

popular Ivy Dr. neighborhood. 4bd/3ba on .39 ac

- an oasis of lawn/deck/garden. Hardwood flrs,

Fr door, 2 fireplaces, spacious kitchen.

Offered at $1,099,000

ORINDA

41 Vista Del Mar
3500 sf custom 4bd/3ba with attached in-law

unit on mostly lvl .58 acre in top area with

privacy, grassy lawns & total convenience.

Warmly styled, architect designed.

Offered at $1,279,000

ORINDA

291 Sundown Terrace
Impeccably updated contemporary 4bd/4.5ba

on lovely landscaped .96 ac lot, 4396 sf open

floor plan, spacious master suite, 2 family rms,

75' lap pool & spa.

Offered at $2,350,000

MORAGA

24 La Salle Drive
Fabulous pvt 1/2 acre knoll. Sheltered veranda

opens to yard, sparkling pool & breathtaking

views. Beaut renovated kitchen w/granite & SS

appliances. 5bd incl pvt master suite.

Offered at $889,000

MORAGA

64 Sullivan Drive
Enjoy stunning 180 degree views of MCC golf

course & hills from sunny 3bd/3ba 2618 sf

rancher on 44 ac lot. Spacious LR/DR, frplc,

upstairs office, lap pool with spa.

Offered at $899,000

MORAGA

794 Augusta Drive
The best of the best! Lovely 3bd/2.5ba home on

6th hole at MCC. Beaut remodel, luxurious

maaster suite, great outdoor living space w/golf

course views.

Offered at $1,124,000

MORAGA

549 Augusta Drive
WOW - one of the finest fairway homes in MCC

w/big, gorgeous views of the 2nd hole. 3424 sf,

beaut updated, hardwood floors, new carpet,

fresh paint, more!

Offered at $1,179,000

MORAGA

471 Millfield Place
Big, beautiful traditional home. Updated & ex-

panded w/many decorator & custom features.

Andersen windows & doors, den, island kitchen,

lavish master retreat, lvl yard.

Offered at $1,575,000

LAFAYETTE

3363 No. Lucille
Best Lafayette value! Charming updated rancher

on huge level lot nr end of cul de sac. Soccer

field lawn! Open & sunny rooms, kit w/granite

& SS appliances. Large family room.

Offered at $629,000

LAFAYETTE

3959 Cowan Road
Down a long lane to gated entrance sits a great

value for a TLC buyer. One half acre Happy Val-

ley property in prime neighborhood. Endless

possibilities.

Offered at $659,000

LAFAYETTE

819 Las Trampas Road
Enchanting Lafayette retreat. Custom built

4bd/4.5bath 3548 sf home on gorgeous 1-acre

lot in sought after Las Trampas. Country

quiet yet steps to town, trail and school.

Offered at $1,495,000

LAFAYETTE

3724 St. Francis Drive
Beautiful sgl lvl 4bd/2.5ba home in Rose

Lane area of Happy Valley. Thoughtfully de-

signed & updated. Lovely yard with vineyard,

waterfall, pond, gardens, view of hills.

Offered at $1,675,000

LAFAYETTE

3891 Palo Alto Drive
$100,000 price reduction! Happy Valley .75 acre.

Great neighborhood, walk tos chool. Sgl lvl, up-

dated stunning interior, 4bd/4ba sgl lvl, French

doors, hdwd, lovely pvt yd/pool.

Offered at $1,749,000

Sunday Open House 

New Price

New ListingNew Listing New Listing

New PriceNew Price

New ListingNew Listing New Price




