
Need to contact us? 925.377.0977

Independent, locally owned and operated!

Delivered bi-weekly to all 

Lamorinda homes & businesses
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By Sophie Braccini
It’s little wonder that Artistic Director Clive

Worsley asks Susannah Martin to come back

to Town Hall Theater every year.  The award-

winning director, who gave us The Importance

of Being Earnest and Rabbit Hole, and is now

shaping Tennessee Williams’ The Glass

Menagerie, has strength and precision that re-

sult in crisp and ... read on page L5

Martin Returns to THT with The
Glass Menagerie

Quote of the Week:
"Our schools’ positive impact on property
values helps all homeowners – with or without
children.” Read Letters to the Editor, page A8

By Bryant West
The #23 Saint Mary’s men’s basketball team

won four straight contests and are just a win

in San Diego away from their first regular

season conference title since 1997.

With a victory in San Diego tonight, Saint

Mary’s would guarantee at the very least a tie

for the regular-season conference title. If the

Gaels beat USD and then defeat either Gon-

zaga or Portland a week later – both home

contests – they... ... read on page S4

Wednesday
delivery for
Lamorinda
Weekly!
In an effort to get the paper to
you in a timely manner, we have
converted our delivery method
from the U.S. mail to a local
home delivery service that will
place the paper on your drive-
way every other Wednesday. 
Where ever you live in Lamor-
inda, this issue should have
been delivered to you on
Wednesday, February 16.   
Please call (925) 377-0977 or
email homedelivery@lamor-
indaweekly.com if you have any
questions.

By Andrea F. Firth

Council members and staff from Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda convened at the

Saint Mary’s College Soda Center on February 10th for the annual Tri-City

meeting. Following a presentation from the county and metropolitan transportation

authorities regarding the ongoing process to develop a regional transportation plan

aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, Lamorinda’s elected officials moved

on to local business—roads and development.

Funding road and storm drain repairs is a problem for all three communities.

Orinda Mayor Victoria Smith reported that the estimated cost of her city’s road re-

pair needs tops $100 million. Scarce city funds, a little more than 10% of the city’s

operating budget annually, are reserved for fixing arterial and collector roads. Neigh-

borhood streets are repaired only in emergency situations. “We have had some suc-

cess in repairing roads with grants monies, but we still face a significant challenge,”

said Smith. She added that there were no plans to pursue a tax measure to fund road

repairs in the current economic environment.

Mayor Carl Anduri said Lafayette’s current road repair backlog totals $15.5

million. ... continued on page A2

Lamorinda’s Councils Talk Roads and Development 

Discover & Go: Free Museum Passes
By Cathy Tyson

In a groundbreaking new program,

The Contra Costa Library System is

offering complimentary museum passes

for twenty- three museums and cultural

institutions all around the Bay Area to

patrons with their Discover & Go pro-

gram.  A fun, free and educational out-

ing is just a few clicks away.  Passes are

similar to airplane boarding passes, just

print and present it at the venue.  

From the Asian Art Museum in

San Francisco and the Marine Mammal

Center in Sausalito to  the USS Hornet

in Alameda and beyond – Contra Costa

County residents with a library card can

print free passes for a particular day, that

don’t need to be returned and will never

be overdue.  The list of participating

venues keeps growing, see box below

for current destinations.

... continued on page A3

Robi Duncan and Jing Jing Huang at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center
Photo Cathy Tyson

Lamorinda's Mayors (from left): Carl Anduri (Lafayette),
Karen Mendonca (Moraga), Victoria Smith (Orinda) 

Photo Andy Scheck

R e s u l t s . M o r a g a . T a r a
www.TaraRochlin.com   925.586.3442   Tara@TaraRochlin.com

2011 Pending:
160 Valley Hill Drive
8 Hanson Court
98 Brookfield Drive
1001 Carter Drive
2133 Donald Drive #14

New/Open Sunday 1-4
7 Gloria Court
4bd/3ba 2,091sq.ft.

Offered at $899,000



Thou Shalt Not

Steal…2/1/2011  A car parked

outside the Lafayette Safeway

was broken into and a bible,

magazines and religious liter-

ature stolen.  The thief got

away with a book titled “What

Does the Bible Really

Teach?” Let’s hope he/she

reads it!

A-Hunting we can’t

go…1/23/2011  Nearly

$4,000 in duck hunting gear

was stolen from a truck

parked on Upper Happy Val-

ley Road.  That must have ruf-

fled a quite few feathers, but

the ducks are probably

“down” with that.    

He said…She said, 2/4/2011

He said he had permission to

enter her home and use her car

while she was gone. He said

that they were dating.  

She said she hadn’t dated him

for over a year, that he did not
have permission to enter her

home, and most certainly did
not have permission to drive

his car, let alone crash it into

a tree, causing $2,000 dam-

age. 

Furthermore, she said her car

was a stolen vehicle and po-

lice should arrest him.

He’ll end up walking anyway,

2/4/2011  The good news:

“Hey, driver, remember your

Honda stolen from Lafayette

BART parking lot yesterday?

We found it, abandoned,

nearby.”

The bad news: “The locks are

broken and the ignition is

damaged, so it’s not drivable.

You’ll probably have to pay

the tow fees too.”  Ouch!

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, February 16, 2011Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA2

•   Police Report   •

City Council Monday, February 28, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission Tuesday, February 22, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review Monday, February 28, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center 

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Circulation Commission Tuesday, February 22, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center 

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Public Meetings

Lafayette Townhomes a Possibility at Hungry Hunter Site
By Cathy Tyson

Although Jack and Audie

Dudum still own the Hungry

Hunter property at the corner of

Pleasant Hill Road and Mt. Diablo,

Signature Properties has on option

to purchase it.  The developer is

looking for some direction prior to

beginning the permitting process to

see if its proposed twenty-three

townhomes will be a good fit for

Lafayette.

As a recent Planning Com-

mission meeting Signature Proper-

ties participated in a study session

along with the Design Review

Commission to gather feedback on

a proposed plan for the three to four

bedroom units in three stories, two

levels over a garage on the parcel.   

The acre and a half parcel has

been for sale for quite a while – al-

though there was some initial inter-

est from Bev Mo, In and Out

Burger, and a medical building -

none have followed through.  

Signature Properties is look-

ing into a new layout of the town-

homes arranged surrounding a

central garden courtyard with the

front doors and garages facing into

the shared community area.  Proj-

ect Manager Tom Quaglia thanked

the Commission and explained this

study session, “really helps;” com-

ments from a prior study session

drove a significant design change

from outward street facing homes

to this new iteration that turns in-

ward.     

While the parcel can be called

a gateway to the city it also has un-

usual zoning – sandwiched on the

east and west sides by two and three

story office buildings, lower density

residential to the south and south-

east and a small area of multifamily

residential on the southwest corner

that is accessed by Mt. Diablo

Court; Highway 24 is on the north-

ern edge and the cemetery is just a

couple of blocks down Mt. Diablo.

The very preliminary design

has darker colors to blend into the

neighborhood and is tucked in

much like the existing Hungry

Hunter building to make for a sub-

tle transition.  Existing mature red-

wood trees and landscaping around

the perimeter would shield the de-

velopment from some of the free-

way noise.

Although there was some dis-

cussion of a podium building,

which would be taller and much

more of a statement, many of the

Commissioners weren’t in favor of

that option –  “A different animal al-

together,” it would have substantial

parking on the ground level and

townhomes above producing a

more “urban” feel and limiting

open space to decks.  

Noise was another concern

brought up by resident George Wil-

son; he was concerned about the

ambient noise level from the free-

way and traffic on Mt. Diablo.

Quaglia commented, “I don’t think

the noise issue is insurmountable,”

and described projects they have

done fronting busy El Camino Real.

Planning Commissioners had

differing opinions and consistently

declared “it depends” since a more

finalized architectural proposal is

not before the group, but most

seemed to generally support the

project.  Many commented on the

importance of the site as a gateway,

“This is our front door and it needs

to set the tone,” said Planning Com-

missioner Karen Maggio.  

“Direction was provided to

the applicant,” said Planning and

Building Services Manager Niroop

Srivatsa.  Now it’s up to Signature

Properties to weigh the options

about going forward.  The City can

still approve or deny the project or

ask for significant amendments.

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

At the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

Lafayette’s Council proposes to

apply $3 million of the city’s reserve

fund monies to road repairs over the

next three years and potentially pur-

sue a parcel tax to fund the differ-

ence. Anduri said that the Council

would be meeting with residents

who live on failing roads on March

1st to discuss their support of a No-

vember-ballot tax measure of just

under $100 per parcel that is limited

to ten years. The parcel tax measure,

if pursued, would be a citizen-led ef-

fort according to Lafayette Council

member Don Tatzin. 

Moraga Council member

Mike Metcalf acknowledged that

his town also has a significant prob-

lem with aging road and storm

drain infrastructure, although not

nearly as large as his neighbors in

Orinda. Metcalf said the town is

working to define the magnitude of

the problem and how to best com-

municate the issue to residents.

Moraga currently spends about

$500,000 a year on the repair of ar-

terials and collector roads.

Orinda Council member

Dean Orr suggested that the public

works departments consider cre-

ative ways to combine road projects

across the three communities to

take best advantage of available

construction monies.

As far as development,

Lafayette had the longest list of

projects in the pipeline including

luxury condos, a senior assisted-liv-

ing facility, a senior affordable

housing residence, apartments, and

townhomes. A long and inclusive

process for development of a down-

town development plan should be

concluded by midsummer. 

In Orinda, three model homes

at the Wilder luxury-home devel-

opment are under construction and

two of the five ball-fields on the

property will be completed by June.

Construction of the 73-unit Pulte

development awaits financing; a

senior affordable housing develop-

ment will take another few years to

fund. Community input to a down-

town revitalization plan is ongoing.

Moraga was the only one of

the three communities with a final-

ized plan for downtown develop-

ment. The town’s housing element

was certified last year. A forty-unit

residence has been proposed for the

vacant parcel across from Rheem

Center. A three-member economic

development team is working to de-

velop a plan for what will best serve

the town in the half-occupied

Rheem Center.

Lamorinda’s Councils Talk Roads and Development 
... continued from page A1

Dana Green Proudly Presents…. Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah  Kellar
Lic. #01805955

www.DanaGreenTeam.com

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy

(925) 339-1918
DanaGreen@Rockcliff.com

CHARMING LAFAYETTE WOODLANDS FARMHOUSE... DELIGHTFUL LAFAYETTE TRADITIONAL...

Never before on 
market! 4BD/3.5BA,
3125 sq. ft. on .92-acre
lot. Rural setting in
highly desirable
neighborhood! 

Call for Price & Details!3591 Powell Drive, Lafayette

Coming 2/21! Wonderful
court location!
1,774 sq. ft.,
4BD/2BA on 
.20 -acre lot
w/deck & lawn.

$749,0001217 Warner Court, Lafayette

CUSTOM ‘GREEN’ CONSTRUCTION IN BURTON VALLEY…

Built in 2009!  
5 BD/4.5BA,
3900 sq. ft. on
.37-acre lot
w/Las Trampas
views.  

$1,785,000688 Michael Lane, LAFAYETTE
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To sign up for the class, 

contact Grete Stenersen at 

925-631-4162 or email her at  

gsteners@stmarys-ca.edu.  

To learn more, go to 

www.stmarys-ca.edu/

lifelonglearning.

Concerned about protecting your wealth in today’s uncertain world?

There is no magic solution. Learn how to prudently and intelligently plan 
for retirement, manage risk, and pass on your estate to your loved ones. 
Understand key laws and concepts, and avoid common, costly mistakes.

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE PRESENTS:

Financial Strategies for Successful Retirement 
with Jonathan Elfin, Saint Mary’s MBA, and a Certified
Retirement Planning Counselor.

This is a 4 week class, offered through Saint Mary’s College for Lifetime
Learning, starting Wednesday, Februray 23th, 2011, at 6:30p.m.

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Pamela Halloran
Broker Associate

Village Associates

(925) 323-4100
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

www.PamelaHalloran.com

This Year ~

Think of Pamela 

with all your 

real estate needs -

Put her 20+ years

of experience to

work for you!

License #00936191

STEADAUTO.COM PRESENTS THE

34TH ANNUAL SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE

CAR 
DRAWING 

GRAND 
PRIZE  
is a choice of a

2011 JEEP LIBERTY OR  $20,000 Cash
(Winner responsible for registration, license fee and taxes)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2011
5 P.M. RECEPTION       7 P.M. CAR DRAWING        CASUAL ATTIRE

SODA CENTER, SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE 

COST:  $150 PER TICKET, LIMITED TO THE FIRST 500 TICKETS SOLD

To purchase tickets, please go to stmarys-ca.edu/cardrawing  
or call (925) 631-4200.
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN GRAND PRIZE.

8 P.M.  

SMC VS.  
PORTLAND 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
GAME IN 

MCKEON PAVILION
BUY YOUR BASKETBALL GAME TICKETS 

TODAY AT SMCGAELS.COM  

OR CALL 925-631-GOTX.

ADDITIONAL PRIZES INCLUDE:

$1,000 Cash, $500 Cash & More …
Proceeds benefit the Saint Mary’s College  
Gael Athletic Fund
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“We really believe that museums and libraries

support one another so everyone can explore and learn”

said Cathy Sanford, Deputy County Librarian.  Seeking

efficiency and effectiveness from the beginning, San-

ford and library staffers figured, “If we are going to do

this – let’s do it right.”       Their goal was to make passes

available in a virtual environment, printable right at

home.  With helpful “browse by venue” or “browse by

date” options along with a handy calendar – they have

clearly succeeded.  For customers without Internet ac-

cess, a pass can be reserved by phone or in person at

any library in the county.  

By leveraging some contributions and using very

limited development money – they applied for and re-

ceived a library innovation and technology grant.  The

grant money paid for a software developer to create the

very easy to use system.

“The (venue) partners have been just wonderful!”

said Sanford, who wants to build a partner consortium.

Launched just a couple weeks ago, there have been no

problems reported and growing usage by patrons.  “We

believe it will be the most successful program ever,”

she said. 

“I really want to commend the county library sys-

tem for automating the process,” said Lafayette City

Council member Don Tatzin who played a key role in

the early stages of the project. 

“Some forms of learning occur in a library, but

others involve going and exploring.  This makes it af-

fordable for those that might not otherwise be able to

go,” said Tatzin.  “I want to encourage people to go to

the website and get started.”  Go to www.ccclib.org.

Discover & Go: Free Museum Passes
... continued from page A1

Current Destinations
• Asian Art Museum
• Bay Area Discovery Museum
• Beat Museum
• Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive
• Blackhawk Museum
• Cartoon Art Museum
• Charles M. Schulz Museum
• Contemporary Jewish Museum
• Habitot Children's Museum
• Lawrence Hall of Science
• Lindsay Wildlife Museum
• The Marine Mammal Center 
• Museum of the African Diaspora
• Museum of Craft and Folk Art
• Oakland Museum of California
• Pacific Pinball Museum
• San Jose Museum of Art
• San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles
• The Tech Museum
• Town Hall Theatre
• USS Hornet
• Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum
• Zeum: San Francisco's Children's Museum

Downtown Plan Discussion Continues
By Cathy Tyson

The draft Downtown Specific

Plan marches on.  Although

there was an ambitious agenda of

items at a recent Planning Com-

mission meeting, only a few were

addressed and final action deferred

to a future  meeting.  Current dis-

cussion is focusing on the draft

Downtown Specific Plan’s (DSP)

goals, policies and programs.  Their

task is reviewing each issue and

providing preliminary direction to

staff – clarifying whether the goals,

policies and programs should be re-

tained, revised or deleted.

Due to the lateness of the

hour, the vision statement was ap-

proved, as well as sustainability and

residential density.  Quite a number

of issues are scheduled for Febru-

ary 22 and March 7 meetings:

height, setbacks, parks, circulation,

creeks, districts, design guidelines,

views and parking.   

The Planning Commission

started reviewing the DSP back in

September of 2009; meetings are

always open to the public and com-

ments are welcome.  Residents are

invited to be part of the process at

the Lafayette Library and Learning

Center in the Community Hall

building on the corner.  Check the

city website for the agenda, meet-

ings usually start at 7:00,

www.lovelafayette.com.

Lafayette Contractor Cements
Neighborhood Relationship
By Cathy Dausman

Astep on a crack can nearly break

your back.  Or so it seemed to

Jim Lucas when he watched a neigh-

bor fall on a section of broken side-

walk pavement along Lafayette’s

Glenside Drive.  Lucas says the

neighbor, out walking his yellow

Labrador, “took a good little header

but hurt his pride more than his tail

bone.”  Soon afterwards Lucas, and

his company, went to work. 

Lucas owns JV Lucas

Paving.  He’s been a Lafayette res-

ident for 30 years and is a third gen-

eration contractor, in business with

his son.   Their company made the

repairs at no cost to Lafayette, fit-

ting the work in between previously

scheduled jobs.  

“That was nice,” said City In-

spector Mike Moran. He’s worked

with Lucas Paving on a half dozen

projects over the last ten years, and

inspected the job site.  In this era of

tight finances, “…to be honest, the

city wouldn’t have made the re-

pairs.”
Hot steaming asphalt comes off the Lucas truck Photo Andy Scheck



At the beginning of Febru-

ary Aegis staff organized

a ten-year anniversary cele-

bration for two of its residents.

Readers may remember POW

Herb Brown, who we inter-

viewed two years ago.  The

Aegis resident, now 91 years

old, was taken prisoner in the

Pacific while he was a young

construction worker on Wake

Island.  Today, physically

weakened by what he endured

as a captive, he has retained

the will that helped him sur-

vive.  When we met him at

Aegis last week, the old vet-

eran was as sharp as ever.  “I

cannot believe that I have

lived so long,” said Brown,

“since my only family is a

nephew living in Santa Cruz I

continue to be in charge of my

own affairs, and enjoy my life

here.”  The celebration also in-

cluded sweet Lottie Smith, a

95-year-old resident whose

family lives in Moraga.  

S. Braccini

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Spring Break Camps available:
Camp Hacienda 4/4-4/8

Birds Multi-Media Drawing 4/4-4/8
Art History with the Masters 4/4-4/6
Dragonfly Designs Jewelry 4/4-4/8
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Moraga
Town Council Wednesday, February 16, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, February 23, 7:00 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission Monday, February 22, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review Monday, February 28, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Liaison Friday, March 11, 8:00 am
Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga online: www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network: www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

Theft from 7-11, 2/02/11  A clerk

working at 7-11 called police to

report a juvenile milling around

the store for approximately 45

minutes without making a pur-

chase, then he grabbed two packs

of cigarettes from behind the

counter and a cell phone and ex-

ited the store without paying – for

the cigarettes or the phone.  It’s a

small store, anyone lingering that

long has got to be up to no good.

Forgot to phone home, 2/04/11

A 13-year old boy was reported

missing – having not been seen

or heard from since leaving

school the day before.  After an

extensive search cops found him

at a nearby residence where he

spent the night.  Turns out – he

just forgot to inform his parents. 

MacBook McStolen, 2/07/11  A

Campolindo student reported

that sometime between 8:45 and

11:15 an unknown suspect took

his MacBook laptop computer

from the front passenger seat of

his  unlocked MiniCooper while

it was parked in the school’s rear

parking lot.  No leads at this

time.  Is not being able to face-

book punishment enough?

Slapfest at SMC, 2/06/11  A per-

son reported slapping another stu-

dent across the face, but was

disgruntled and swollen after

being slapped back by the slappee,

who then walked away.  The insti-

gator said her recently pierced lip

hurt and her lip ring fell out, she

requested prosecution.

•   Police Report   •

Civic News International Experience. Local Expertise.
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Moraga’s New Goal: Emergency Preparedness
By Sophie Braccini

The only item that really at-

tracted a sizeable crowd at

the Town of Moraga’s goal prioriti-

zation session on February 9 was

goal # 17: the creation of an Emer-

gency Preparedness Plan.  

Residents came to lobby for

two objectives – the creation and

filing of a practical Emergency Op-

erations Plan (EOP), and Town en-

gagement in a comprehensive

process involving the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District (MOFD), the

Police Department, Town staff, and

the public, to define adequate re-

sponses to different levels of risks.

The Police Department cur-

rently has a multi-volume plan that

was deemed unusable by all.  A

subcommittee of the Town Council

was formed a few weeks ago, com-

posed of Howard Harpham and

Dave Trotter, and is meeting with

Chief of Police Bob Priebe.  They

are considering using an EOP that

was developed by the City of

Danville, and is under study in

Lafayette.

Moraga resident Dick Olsen

brought up the issue of emergency

preparedness during the first study

session on Town goals.  “I did so in

my capacity as a Moraga citizen

and not in my capacity as a

(MOFD) Director,” said Olsen, “At

the MOFD Board of Director's Jan-

uary 19th meeting, I reported to that

Board on what I had suggested to

the Moraga Town Council.  In re-

sponse, MOFD Fire Chief Randy

Bradley stated he believed that the

MOFD should become more di-

rectly involved in disaster planning

in both Moraga and Orinda and that

he intended to present a plan for the

MOFD to do so at an MOFD Board

meeting in the near future.”  Chief

Bradley could not be reached in

time to comment.

The other residents who

came on February 9th are all in-

volved in disaster recovery at some

level.  They were Community

Emergency Response Team

(CERT) members and instructors,

or involved with Moraga Neigh-

borhood Emergency Preparedness

committee (MNEP).  “We are on

our own,” said CERT instructor

Bruce Berman, “we need to focus

on preparing our community for

disaster.”  CERT’s Gordon Nathan

indicated that the town has a lot of

motivated volunteers. “We are

bringing information to all of the

neighborhoods,” added MNEP’s

Garry Borelli, “but we always get

the same question from residents:

Where do we go from there?  What

is the Town’s plan?” 

Borelli was echoed by

Canyon resident Jonathan Goodwin

who came to share his experience

with Moraga (Canyon is also

served by MOFD).  “The Town

should prepare for emergencies on

small, medium and large scales,”

said Goodwin, “In a large scale

event (such as a strong earthquake

when the soils are saturated and

damage is widespread) the capabil-

ities of any agency will be dwarfed

by the demands encountered.  The

EOC will require personnel to run

in shifts for days. In addition to

inter-agency collaborative plan-

ning, owing to the paucity of avail-

able professional resources,

preparedness should include pre-

planned citizen involvement in such

a way as to complement agency op-

erations.”   He recommended invit-

ing people from the Bay Area that

have lived through emergency situ-

ation to share their input with the

town.  “You already have good po-

lice and fire services and you have

a corps of citizen volunteers.

What’s missing are the policies and

standards which connect them.”
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18 Achievable Goals for Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

At the Town Liaison meeting

on February 11, Mayor Karen

Mendonca declared that the 18

goals the Town set for itself for

2011 were all going to happen.  At

the prioritization session that took

place two days before, all the goals

were declared a priority and staff

posted them online with a timeline.

The most important ones revolve

around the economy.

The first category of goals is

called Invest in Infrastructure.  The

ability to find the resources to fund

infrastructure maintenance in the

years to come will be one of the top

criteria by which the efficiency of

the Council and the Town Manager

will be measured.  This is one area

where political will and decision-

making make the difference, in

contrast to economic development,

where the Town can only facilitate

processes.  Tonight the Revenue

Enhancement Committee will pres-

ent its report to the Town regarding

actions to be taken this year.  The

meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. in the

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School auditorium. The first step in

the more than a year-long process

will be to poll and inform the pop-

ulation about what is at stake.

The second category of goals

addresses economic development.

For the very first time in the Town

of Moraga the term “retail ordi-

nance” was put on paper.  Oddly

enough, no one asked for clarifica-

tion of the term.  Right now any

business that does not present a real

nuisance can set up shop in Moraga

if they have an agreement with a

property owner.  

By contrast, a retail ordinance

describes the type of business the

Town has determined would be best

in different areas.  For example in

Lafayette, the special retail business

district defines zones in the central

area of the city, where development

of an especially attractive, high-

quality retail shopping area, em-

phasizing pedestrian convenience,

is fostered.  (We were unable to

reach Moraga’s Town Manager to

define the Town’s intention regard-

ing this ordinance.)

Also among the economic

development goals is a conceptual

plan for the Rheem Center on

which work should begin in April.

A related goal, #6 in the economic

development category, reads, “As-

sist property owners in both shop-

ping centers to develop and

enhance their property.”  There has

been no mention of a Moraga Cen-

ter Development Agreement that

was supposed to follow the ap-

proval of the Moraga Center Spe-

cific Plan (which residents may

recall took seven years to finalize)

and define what the property own-

ers would do to enhance the area as

new buildings emerge.  Work on

this goal is also set to start in April.

For a complete list of the

goals with their timeline go online

to www.moraga.ca.us.

Two Residents Celebrate Ten-Year
Anniversary at Aegis

Herb Brown and Lottie Smith Photo Andy Scheck
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Connecting SMC Students and Moraga Merchants
By Sophie Braccini  

There are some 2500 under-

graduate students at Saint

Mary’s College.  They represent

about 15% of Moraga’s popula-

tion.  But Moraga does not feel

like a college town, and some

would like this to change.  To

that end a professor and a stu-

dent, in partnership with the

Chamber of Commerce, have a

launched a pair of initiatives

aimed at changing the percep-

tion of students and giving a

boost to local retail.

Adjunct Professor Mary

Coe teaches Statistics in the

School of Economics and Busi-

ness Administration, and is also

one of the three members of

Moraga’s new Economic Devel-

opment Team.  She and 40 en-

thusiastic students recently com-

pleted a project designed to find

out how Moraga businesses

could be made more appealing

to students. Her class visited the

shopping centers in Moraga and

Lafayette, heard lectures on

community marketing, and con-

ducted research into students’

shopping habits.

In their reports, the stu-

dents expressed their concern

about the feel of the two Moraga

shopping centers, which they

described as having “no sense of

place” and being rundown and

empty.  A few retailers, such as

Loard’s and Pennini’s, offer

products that are appealing to

students, but most do not.  The

students received a positive re-

sponse from store owners – local

businesses want to please stu-

dents and communicate with

them, but often they do not

know how.

Enter Saint Mary’s sopho-

more Matt Lebel, who has been

involved with the marketing of

Moraga’s Captain Vineyard

since his freshman year.  The

work he did for the Captains in-

spired him to become an advo-

cate for Moraga businesses on

campus.  When he heard about

Coe’s project, he reached out to

her class and teamed up with

some of the students to create

MarketMoraga.com, a Facebook

and internet-based marketing

concept.  The Moraga Chamber

of Commerce helped drum up

support.

The survey that Coe’s team

conducted indicates that the

number one information vehicle

for the students is Facebook, ac-

cessed via their phones or com-

puters.  “Most students use

Facebook as their primary

media,” says Lebel, “the site and

page we created make it easy for

businesses to track specific

users, i.e. Saint Mary’s students,

and design ad campaigns that

are made just for them.”

For $40 a month, partici-

pating businesses get a presence

on the website and Facebook

page. One of the keys to the suc-

cess of the site is that students

work with businesses to create

ads with special offers designed

to attract students. In order for

this to work, businesses need to

participate and students need to

“like” the Facebook page so they

can receive the offers directly in

their news feed.  “My objective

is to get 500 ‘likes’ in the first

week,” said Lebel, who officially

launched the site on 2/6.

To attract students Lebel

places ads on the Saint Mary’s

students Facebook page and en-

tices them with offers such as,

“Like the Facebook page and

win a 20% discount for…”  

“I spoke with Matt and we

are brainstorming ideas to pro-

mote the theater,” says New

Rheem Theatre Director Beau

Behan, who was shocked to see

in the survey that 69% of the stu-

dents who responded said they

never go to the theater.  Susan

Captain says that traffic on her

website has increased since link-

ing to MarketMoraga. “We offer

a discount for a tour and wine

tasting and hope to get more

business that way,” she explains.

“This is a very positive and

creative solution in our ongoing

effort to get the town and the

campus to work together,” says

Chamber president Edy

Schwartz.  “The first objective

of the class was to get the stu-

dents more engaged in Moraga,”

says Coe, “they complain that

there is nothing to do, that they

always have to take their car and

go to Walnut Creek.  We wanted

to create a link between the

town’s businesses and the stu-

dents for their mutual benefit.”  
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The Orinda City Council

moved to ban Medical

Marijuana Dispensaries

(MMD) within the city, direct-

ing staff to draft an ordinance to

implement the decision.  The

discussion regarding policy op-

tions at its February 1st regular

meeting was short, and the vote

unanimous, with all council

members taking part. Mayor

Smith extended her sympathies

“to people suffering from can-

cer or another illness that med-

ical marijuana relieves, who

have to travel a distance to ob-

tain that medication.” 

A temporary moratorium

on establishing MMDs in

Orinda took effect July 7, 2009

and will expire July 6, 2011.

The proposed new ordinance,

which is expected to be ap-

proved at an upcoming council

meeting, will make the ban per-

manent. 
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City Council Tuesday, March 1, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission Tuesday, February 22, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Traffic Safety Advisory Committee (TSAC)
Monday, February 28, 7:00 pm

Community Room, City Hall, 22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Orinda: www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce: www.orindachamber.org

Public Meetings

Shopping spree thwarted,

1/28/11  After running a stop

sign at Camino Pablo and El

Toyonal, police pulled the

driver over and found in the

center console and on the pas-

senger seat multiple gift cards

to various stores along with a

credit card.  The credit card

belonged to a senior housing

facility.

Car burglary, 1/27/11  Al-

though the 2003 Audi  was

only parked on Davis Road

for 15 minutes, an efficient

thief shattered the driver’s

side window and took a

leather wallet that had been on

the passenger seat in plain

view.  Estimated loss of the

wallet $10, estimated repair

cost for broken window – way

more than $10.  Hmmm –

maybe cheaper to have not

left the wallet out.

Warrant arrest, 1/27/11 A 46-

year-old man was arrested on

a $240,000 warrant on

Camino Encinas for conspir-

ing to commit a crime and for

the transportation and sale of

drugs.   No other information

available.

Yet another warrant arrest,

1/21/11 This time on Brook-

wood Road, $50,000 for sell-

ing cocaine and another

undisclosed controlled sub-

stance.  Nothing else to report

in the police blotter – maybe

that’s a good thing. 

•   Police Report   •

Civic News
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Residents and Developer Discuss Future of  Moraga
Adobe 
By Andrea A. Firth

The Orinda Planning Com-

mission recently received

an informational update from

Planning Department staff and

developer Michael Olson re-

garding a proposed 13-lot, resi-

dential subdivision located at 24

Adobe Lane. The property is the

site of the Joaquin Moraga

Adobe—an official Orinda land-

mark that is listed on the Na-

tional Register of Historical

Places. At its February 8th meet-

ing, the Commission also heard

from several residents who ad-

vocated for careful deliberation

regarding preservation of the

adobe and surrounding land.

“The adobe is Orinda’s

treasure. It deserves great and

careful consideration not only

for the building but for the site

itself,” said Bobbie Landers,

Vice Chair of the city’s Histori-

cal Landmarks Committee

(HLC). 

Longtime Orinda resident

Kent Long, who is President of

the community group Friends of

the Joaquin Moraga Adobe, con-

curred, “This project will present

some of the most important deci-

sions [the Planning Commission]

will make…This truly presents a

one time opportunity to secure a

historic resource for the commu-

nity and the area as a whole.” 

The adobe sits on a knoll at

the center of the 20-acre property

that was once part of a 13,000-

acre land grant to famous area

settler Joaquin Moraga and his

cousin Juan Bernal. Constructed

in 1841, the Joaquin Moraga

Adobe is the oldest of the five re-

maining adobes in Contra Costa

County. The property has always

been privately owned, and the

adobe’s original three-room

structure has been altered several

times over the years. 

Olson and his partners

John French and Peter Branagh

purchased the property in Octo-

ber of 2008. Olson, city staff, the

HLC, and the Friends of the

Adobe have met several times to

discuss design, use, and owner-

ship options for the adobe. Lan-

ders and Long both

acknowledged the developer’s

cooperation in the process, how-

ever no formal agreement has

been reached between the par-

ties. 

One of the primary con-

cerns of the citizen interest

groups is the amount of unde-

veloped land that will surround

the adobe. As currently pro-

posed, the adobe will sit on a

one-acre parcel and serve as a

clubhouse for the subdivision

residents. Broader community

access to or ownership of the

adobe would be subject to ap-

proval by the future home own-

ers’ association.

Orinda’s neighbors from

Moraga were also on hand to ex-

press their support for the

preservation of adobe site.

“There should be sufficient free

space around the adobe to pro-

tect view corridors, provide

room for visiting groups to as-

semble, and allow gardening.”

said Ron Louis, President of the

Moraga Historical Society.

Louis explained that former

owners of the adobe, Donald

and Jean Manuel, explored re-

modeling the structure in the

1960’s and were told by the

County that the adobe site

should be surrounded by a min-

imum of five acres of undevel-

oped space. 

Even five acres was not a

sufficient buffer from develop-

ment for some adobe preserva-

tion advocates. Lance Beeson, a

descendant of Joaquin Moraga,

told the Commission that sur-

rounding the adobe with a new

development of homes would

destroy the context of what was

once a sprawling ranch, and he

advocated that the property be

developed solely as a historic

site. “It is time for this adobe to

go back to the public…it existed

before the town of Moraga and

the city of Orinda,” said Beeson.

“This is not just an issue

for Orinda, it’s an issue for Mor-

aga as well,” said Dave Trotter, a

Council member in Moraga and

former President of the town’s

Historical Society. Trotter en-

couraged the Planning Commis-

sion to design the adobe project

with the east view in mind,

eliminate rooftops that might

obscure views of Mt. Diablo,

and secure adequate outdoor

space for public gardens. “You

only have one chance to get this

right. This might the most im-

portant decision the five of you

make in your time here,” said

Trotter.

What’s next? Orinda’s

Historical Landmarks Commit-

tee will review the developers’

pre-design report regarding the

rehabilitation and development

of the adobe at its next meeting

on February 22nd at 3:00 p.m.

in the Gallery Room of the

Orinda Library. Orinda’s Plan-

ning Department expects to

have a complete initial study

and mitigated negative impact

report for the adobe property

available for public review in

about a month and a public

hearing on the project will be

subsequently scheduled.
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Council Says “No” to Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries
By Cathy Dausman 

The Moraga Adobe  (left), boasts a spectacular view of Mt. Diablo Photo Andy Scheck
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Atimeline for two of three

bridge projects and a

storm drain project was laid out

during the February 1st Orinda

City Council meeting. All three

bridges cross San Pablo Creek.

Due to environmental con-

straints, work in the creek is al-

lowed only from June through

October 15. Funding comes

from a combination of federal,

state and local monies.

Manzanita Drive Bridge (Re-

placement):

City staff expects to have

environmental sign-off on the

Manzanita Drive bridge re-

placement this spring; actual

construction, which includes

building a one-lane, temporary

bridge downstream and north of

the existing Manzanita Bridge,

could begin in the spring of

2012 with Caltrans approval. 

Miner Road (Seismic Retrofit):

Work on the Miner Road

Bridge, which will include a

pedestrian walkway, will not

begin until 2013.   The Man-

zanita Bridge needs to be com-

pleted before the Miner Road

Bridge seismic retrofit takes

place, because traffic will be

redirected over the Manzanita

Bridge during the Miner Road

Bridge retrofit. City Engineer

Janice Carey says a pedestrian

bridge at Miner Road will be a

separate project designed and

constructed after the Miner

Road Bridge project is com-

pleted. 

North Lane Stormwater Mit-

igation Project:

Flooding in February

2004 and the New Year’s storm

of 2005-2006 caused property

damage and destruction along

North Lane at Camino Pablo,

and nearly shut down the

Orinda Water Treatment Plant.

The plant delivers drinking

water to 800,000 East Bay Mu-

nicipal Utilities District cus-

tomers.  The proposed storm

drain bypass project will put a

1,000-foot long, 60-inch diame-

ter, reinforced concrete pipe

under the length of North Lane

and 320 feet of the same pipe

under Camino Pablo, crossing

EBMUD property to an outlet

on San Pablo Creek.

Bear Creek Bridge (Seismic

Retrofit): 

The City Council decided

to list this project as “inactive.”

It was deemed a low priority

project, both for logistic and fi-

nancial reasons. There is no di-

rect access to Orinda residential

areas via Bear Creek Bridge,

and staff reports cite the City’s

share of the project would have

been $175,000. However, the

federal government may still re-

quest a refund of the approxi-

mately $30,000 grant funding

previously spent on project

preparation. 

A staff report of all four

capital projects, including maps

of the affected areas, is avail-

able online at: http://orinda.wa-

terware.com/docushare/dsweb/

Get/Document-3417/

110201I2SR.pdf.
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Support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping with our advertisers 
and telling them you saw their ad!

Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Frank Woodward
925.788.4963

Dick Holt
925.297.9150

Frank@FrankWoodward.com rwholtcb@aol.com

Orinda
Lafayette
Moraga

Orinda Oasis
an Entertainer’s Delight!

Very Private

Great Views

Handsomely renovated Orinda home offers 

extraordinary views from a gated and private

2.7+ acre site.  Conveniently located, 

single level 4+ BR, 4 BA home offers a serene

setting that you won’t want to leave! 

Virtual Tour at 60OakDr.com

Call Frank or Dick to arrange 

a personal showing.

ORINDA $1,025,000
3/2.5. Stunning Remodeled w/ Panoramic

Views. Orinda Woods at its best!"

Laura Abrams  925-253-4600

ORINDA, $775,000
3/2.5. Private location with open floor plan.

Floor to ceiling windows.  A true beauty.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300 

ORINDA $1,425,000
Grand Opening! 5BR 3BA. Prestigious Orinda

County Club. New Construction with views.

Brown/Camras 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,425,000
4BR 3.5BA exquisitely remodeled cus-

tom. Lushly landscaped acre. 1 of a kind!

Jeannette Bettencourt 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,295,000
4/3. Sanders Ranch home on a beautiful

1.01 acre lot. Fantastic for entertaining.

Lana Fitzpatrick  925-253-4600

ORINDA $2,300,000
5/6. Old world elegance, new world con-

struction with over 5,000 sq.ft of amenities.

Kim McAtee  925-253-4600

ORINDA $879,000
2+/2. Newer construction w/high end fin-

ishes. Open floor plan, yard, deck & views.

Dana Reedy  925-253-4600

ORINDA $939,000
3/2.5. Totally remodeled home close to Glori-

etta K-5. Upgrades galore. This one has it all!

Rick & Nancy Booth 925-253-6300

LAFAYETTE $1,595,000
4BR/4BA. Spacious updated BV home. Wine

cellar, sauna, game/media rm, waterfall & more.

Susan Schlicher 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,075,000
5/3. Coming soon, beautifully updated desirable

Burton Valley home. Close to trails and schools.

Bev Arnold   925-253-4600

The Real Estate Firm People Trust

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunityg g q pp y
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 00313415

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

75 experienced and 

tech savvy Agents 

bringing you the 

most satisfying 

real estate 

experience.

Put your trust in 

Coldwell Banker.

City of Orinda 2011 
Commission/Committee Appointments

(* indicates reappointment)

Orinda’s Appoints Commissioners
The Orinda City Council

recently appointed 18 res-

idents to the City’s commis-

sions and committees. There

were 11 new appointments and

seven reappointments. The five

City Council members inter-

viewed a total of 33 individuals

during a marathon meeting ses-

sion, which lasted for over

seven hours. “The recruitment

process went really well,” said

City Clerk Michele Olsen, “It

was an amazing pool of candi-

dates.”  Commission and Com-

mittee appointments are for

three-year terms ending in Feb-

ruary of 2014. In a few cases,

residents were appointed to fill

an appointment midterm. 

A. Firth

Two Bridge Retrofits, Storm Drain,
Get Go-Ahead
By Cathy Dausman

EBMUD Orinda Water

Treatment Plant
North

 Lane San Pablo Creek

http://orinda.waterware.com/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-3417/110201I2SR.pdf 

Planning Commission
*Carlos Baltadano
George Miers
Nick Kosla(term ends 2/2012)

Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
*Steven Schnier
*Jerry Gager
Robert Recker

Citizens’Infrastructure Oversight Commission
*Alex Evans
Darlene Gee

Art in Public Places Committee
Evans Wyro

Finance Advisory Committee
*Carol Penskar
*Robert Thompson
Owen Murphy (term ends 2/2012)
Edward Jajeh   (term ends 2/2013)

Audit and Finance Committee
Susan Vandergrift

Parks &Recreation Commission
Inga Miller
Charles Vollmar
Rachel Zenner  (term ends 2/2012)

Public Works Aesthetic Review Committee
*Ted Urban

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 
• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 

• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of

pleated and washable filters.
Exp. March 15, 2011

Do business 

with a 

neighbor.

The Career Wisdom Institute presents

The Secrets of Career Success
One day that will transform your Life and Work

Here’s just a part of what you’ll learn:
• New strategies for a lifetime of career happiness and satisfaction.
• Techniques for removing stress from your job and your life.
• Career planning that will keep you resilient and employable in

any economy.
• Uncovering of the work you were designed for in this lifetime.
Make An Investment In Your Future
GET YOUR CAREER WISDOM
Workshop Details:
Cost: $175 per person
Date: March 12th, 10am – 4pm
Place: The Career Wisdom Institute

1036 Country Club Drive Ste100, Moraga
Pre-registration is necessary.   To Register Contact:

Sherry Platt Berman, MA
Career Designer
Sherry@Switch-Careers.com
925 212-7805

                               m InstituteodsWir eeCar  m Institute   

Julie Gleeson
Career Designer
GleesonJ@aol.com
925 408-8422



Editor:

I am baffled by the Moraga town council’s decision regarding the

Rancho Laguna development.  Despite our guidelines intended to

preserve natural ridgelines, the developer was given the green light

to remove up to 25 feet off the top of a ridge so home construction

can go forward.   Huh?  If I altered the silhouette of the Washing-

ton Monument or Half Dome at Yosemite to that extent, would any-

one believe I was still protecting the original?    I guess I’ll need the

town staff, the two council members who voted for the developer

and lawyers to explain this to me.

John Onoda

Moraga

Editor:

I am stunned and outraged by the approval of Rancho Laguna by

the Moraga Town Council.  The General Plan was meant to protect

the ridgelines of Moraga, and lowering the height of a ridge 30 feet

to accommodate the developer’s desire to maximize the number of

expensive houses is hardly the way to protect the ridgeline, is it?  It

is an egregious abuse of power to willfully misinterpret the General

Plan.  Former Mayor Bill Vaughn, one of the original drafters of

the General Plan’s ridgeline policy, even testified to the Town

Council, explaining the reasoning behind this provision and that it

was intended specifically to prevent this kind of development, but

was ignored.  It’s a sad day for Moraga when the interests of de-

velopers trump the interests and ideals of its residents.

Susan McNeill

Moraga

Editor:

When Moraga residents are asked what they love about living in

our community they consistently put two things at the top of the

list: open space and schools.  I want to address the issue of open

space.  

The Moraga Town Council has recently approved the Rancho La-

guna project.  This is a major housing development in the most

prominent piece of open space left in the heart of Moraga.

You see this open space whenever you are driving on Rheem Boule-

vard between Moraga Road and Saint Mary’s Road.  It is a meadow

and ridge in a wonderful expanse of nature.  We often see families

of deer and cows with their calves grazing on the ridge.  Under the

town’s laws, this land is zoned open space, It is designated a sce-

nic corridor and the ridgeline should be protected from develop-

ment by the town’s General Plan.  It is also designated a “Priority

Conservation Area” by the Association of Bay Area Governments.

At the last meeting, on a vote of two to one, the Town Council voted

to approve the Rancho Laguna project.  This project will bulldoze

180,000 cubic yards off the top of the ridgeline to make way for 27

houses.  Karen Mendonca, who ran for the Town Council support-

ing open space, and Howard Harpham voted for the project.  Only

Dave Trotter stood his ground in protecting the ridgeline and sup-

porting open space by voting against the project.

Perhaps the saddest part is that the Town Council did not have to ap-

prove this development.  The Town Attorney advised publicly that

the Council had the legal “discretion” to protect the ridgeline and

say no to the plan,

It seems Moraga’s open space is slipping away one ridgeline at a

time.

Jan Blumer

Moraga

Editor,

When trying to come up with something new and exciting for my

twins 11th birthday party, I decided I would put together a scav-

enger hunt around the Theatre Square in downtown Orinda.  I went

down to visit the restaurants and businesses the week before the

party and was surprised at how agreeable they were to accommo-

date 14 kids running around asking for strange scavenger hunt re-

quests.  On the day of the party, the kids were tasked with

everything from eating french fries at Table 24 and taking a picture

with Victor the owner, eating sushi at Yu Sushi, buying a cupcake

from Republic of Cake and cutting it into 5 sections and doing the

same kind of thing at Kaspers Hot Dogs.  The kids even had to run

into Starbucks and order a Grande Frappuchino and drink it down

as fast as they could.  I was surprised and pleased with the over-

whelming support from all the restaurants, businesses and their

wonderful staff!  They were so welcoming and generous with the

14, 11 year olds running all over the square trying to achieve their

Scavenger Hunt tasks.  My daughter Grace even had the entire Star-

bucks restaurant sing her Happy Birthday!  At the end of the hunt

we ended up having ice cream cake at Loards and took a movie in

at the Orinda Theatre.  The kids said it was the best birthday party

they have ever had or have ever been to.  

Thank you to all the Orinda businesses who support our families

and the fun we enjoy having in our own home town.  I am so proud

to say I live in Orinda and wanted to take a moment to thank the

Orinda Businesses for making their day so special!

A huge thank you goes out to Table 24 (and Victor), Republic of

Cake, Yu Sushi, Kasper Hot dogs, Sweet Dreams, Starbucks, CVS,

and Loards.

Kristen Tehaney

Orinda

Dear Editor:

In May, the Lafayette School District will ask voters to approve a

temporary $159 parcel tax.  Any school parcel tax proposal should

be equitably shared among residential property owners and should

close the loophole allowing owners of apartment complexes to pay

a fraction of the parcel tax per unit as compared to owners of sin-

gle family homes and condominiums.  

Homeowners and condominium owners currently pay a Lafayette

school parcel tax of $332.04.   Yet property owners of apartment

complexes pay just $332.04 for their entire parcel, regardless of the

number of apartments.  For example, the County Tax Collector’s

records show Lafayette Highlands on Carol Lane, valued at

$31,000,000 and comprised of 150 apartments, pays one $332.04

parcel tax -- $2.22 annually per apartment (19 cents/month).  This

inequity imposes a disproportionate financial burden on home-

owners, more than 80% of whom do not have school-age children.

Our schools’ positive impact on property values helps all home-

owners – with or without children.  They also positively impact the

value of apartment complexes owned by individuals, partnerships,

and corporations, both in terms of value and high rents.  

Piedmont School District provides a model for a fair parcel tax.  It

structured its 2009 parcel tax so that for each unit, owners of multi-

family dwelling parcels pay two-thirds of the tax paid by owners of

homes under 5,000 square feet.  Larkspur School District adopted

an alternative model, setting one parcel tax for all residential prop-

erty, regardless of the home’s square footage, but charging an ad-

ditional tax for each residential unit on the parcel.  If Lafayette

adopted Piedmont’s formula, then multi-family property owners’

proportional share of the current school tax would be $220/unit

($19/month) and of the temporary school tax would be $105/unit

($9/month).  

Our commercial properties generate tax revenue and provide jobs.

Rest homes and retirement complexes are exempt from the parcel

tax.  These categories should remain unchanged. 

The financial burden of supporting our schools should be shared

equitably among all residential property owners, not just home-

owners.  Requiring fair share contribution from owners of multi-

family dwellings would generate additional revenue for our schools

and provide the fairness homeowners deserve. 

Linda Murphy

Lafayette

Editor:

The Lafayette School Board voted to ask property owners to pay a

$159 emergency parcel tax in addition to the current school parcel

tax.  Polling by the school district’s consultant showed 70% support

for the proposed emergency parcel tax.  

This is just above the two-thirds threshold required for passage. To

gain greater support for the measure and to provide accountability

to property owners, the emergency measure should mandate review

by an independent citizen oversight committee.  Both the Acalanes’

parcel tax and Orinda School District’s parcel tax mandate a citizen

oversight committee.  Lafayette School District’s current parcel tax

requires an “annual audit,” but no review by an independent over-

sight committee. 

The John Swett (Martinez) and Lafayette school districts both are

conducting special elections on May 3.  The county’s election di-

vision website shows that John Swett’s ballot language includes a

“citizen oversight committee.”  Lafayette’s does not.  Given the

amount of money property owners are asked to pay, a citizen over-

sight committee should be mandated to ensure the parcel tax pro-

ceeds are spent only for the designated purposes.  

Bryan Tong

Lafayette
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Lic # 195560

DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIRING?
Call the
Resurfacing Experts!

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
925-283-8027

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Driveways
Private Roads

Tennis & Sports Courts
Parking Lots 
Seal Coating

ADA Ramps & Stalls

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

• Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
• Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
• Cabinet alterations/repairs 

Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the  
writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and

town (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.  
email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;    Regular mail:     Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of
its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters

to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum
section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us

know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

D I S C O U N T  R AT E S
without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive
www.mikeisthere.com

Bus: 925-376-2244 g

Sean Carroll
Loan Officer

925.275.3129
seanc@bankofcommercemortagage.com

CA DRE # 01077654

Is a Reverse Mortgage Right for You?
• Retirement Income | Government Insured | No payments
• Tax free proceeds | Pay off debt | Estate Planning
• Pay off existing mortgage | No income or credit documentation
• Limited time $0 origination fee - $6,000 savings
• Call for additional advantages and our free brochure!

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #0121842693 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E
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Lamorinda Schools & Sports

Everyone’s a Winner at Kids Can Cook Contest
By Cathy Tyson

With complimentary chef’s

jackets - sleeve roll up re-

quired, hat and rubber gloves – the

contest was on. The six finalists, se-

lected from 35 entries, suited up to

prepare for the “Kids Can Cook”

contest at Burton Valley Elemen-

tary School. This year’s theme was

“healthy lunches.”  The contest was

open to all third through fifth

graders, with an equal number of

boys and girls submitting entries.

“The kids were challenged to

be creative and healthy,” said Hot

Lunch Coordinator Lisa Evaristo.

“It’s part of what Sodexo and I are

trying to really promote: healthy

fresh food. On a personal note, I am

just thrilled that these kids are learn-

ing to actually cook - not just heat

packaged food!”  Students had to

come up with a recipe, make sure it

was nutritious and something their

fellow students would actually eat,

and able to be reproduced in the

school kitchen.  The winner will

have his or her dish served during

April for hot lunch.  

With assistance from John

Scatena, General Manager of the

Schools Division and the Sodexo

food service team, trays with pre-

chopped vegetables and all the in-

gredients from their submitted

recipes were presented to the stu-

dents at their respective tables set

up in the multipurpose room.  Al-

though they were supervised, the

kids had to assemble their dish,

cook it and serve it to a distin-

guished panel of judges.

A number of parents men-

tioned there was a fair amount of

practicing at home, and that they’re

ready to try something new for din-

ner.  

At one point there was a noo-

dle emergency – the cooked noo-

dles were sticking together for

Loveable Lasagna.  The nimble fin-

gers of an adult chef saved the day.

Many of the young chefs

seemed excited but quickly settled

into the task at hand.  Their fellow

students came in to check out the

proceedings, and quite a few par-

ents were on hand to take pictures.

There was an hour and a half time

limit to prepare and serve their

lunch. 

Comments on the finished

products ranged from, “Crunchy

and delectable” to “extra zesty.”

Although the competition was

fierce, students gathered for the

judging and gave a big round of ap-

plause for all the finalists, who re-

ceived a reusable tote bag, whisks,

kitchen towels, wooden spoons,

potholders and a reusable water

bottle.  Turns out – everyone’s a

winner.

And the winners are:

Best of Show: Teriyaki Chicken Bowl – Steven Williams

Fun Kids Foods: Loveable Lasagna – Jenna Evaristo 

Simple Kid Friendly Prep: Taco Casserole -  Michaela Sasner

Health Conscious Foods: Cole’s Rockin’ Chili – Cole Brightbill

Judges Choice: Panko Chicken – Jeremy Hathaway

Plate Presentation: Super Cheesy Mini Lasagna Cups of 
Awesomeness – Claire McNally

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

Photo courtesy  Lisa Evaristo

Sister to Sister Summit: 
The Perspective of  a Big Sister
Submitted by Jen Vaccaro

Middle school is truly a “mid-

dle” phase, where a student

begins to distance herself from

once-favorite clothes and television

shows, but is still too young to earn

the freedoms (and experience the

stresses) of high school students. 

Although those in middle

school may not have to stress over

final exams and college applica-

tions, they are by no means exempt

from the feeling. In the organization

Sister to Sister, local high school

girls plan a day, every spring, for

middle school girls from around the

area to come together and share

their stories. 

After I attended Sister to Sis-

ter as a middle school student, just a

few years ago, I remember thinking

that as much as I loved all my

friends at Stanley, my own middle

school, there was something special

and novel about becoming friends

with girls from other schools as

well. Whether it was because they

could provide a different perspec-

tive on situations, or because these

friendships reminded me that I was

not confined within the borders of

my own school, the friends I made

at Sister to Sister are still a big part

of my life. 

Now in high school, I have

become a facilitator for the Summit.

Over a six-month period, a group of

us are mentored by women from

the American Association of Uni-

versity Women (AAUW), planning

the Summit and working on our fa-

cilitation and communication skills.

We have arranged a day of fun and

have created a chance for local mid-

dle school girls to bond with others

of their own age in an open,

“clique-free” setting. 

Because the Summit is filled

with time to talk over tasty food, so-

cial games and more intimate and

safe discussion groups, the relation-

ships formed can come from shar-

ing in each other’s laughter but also

hearing about each other’s struggles.

Not only are the middle

school girls able to form relation-

ships with one another, but with the

high school girls as well. The high

school girls share their experience

of how to get through the chal-

lenges of middle school and how to

prepare for high school. 

A past participant, Tara B., re-

cently noted, “I was unsure about

what to expect in high school and a

bit intimidated by the upper class-

men. However, after talking with

the high school facilitators in my

discussion group at Sister to Sister,

I was able to enter high school feel-

ing prepared and confident. It was

also cool that on my first day of

high school my I saw my facilita-

tor, who to me was no longer an in-

timidating upper classman, but a

friend.” 

Although there is only one

Summit day a year, the experiences

of Sister to Sister can last far be-

yond the day.  This year’s Sister to

Sister Summit will be held on

March 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30

p.m. at Bentley School in Lafayette.

The registration deadline is March

12. To sign up or get more informa-

tion, go to www.sister2sister.info. 

Girls having fun at the 2010 Sister to Sister Summit Photo K. De Groot

Lafayette Elementary International Night
Submitted by Paulie Proffett

Lafayette Elementary School’s

annual International Night

was held on Wednesday, January

26. A variety of performances and

crafts were enjoyed by all. Support

for the crafts came from Storycraft

and Sew Now, both in Lafayette,

and by the Contra Costa Chinese

School.

Contra Costa Chinese School Rib-
bon Dancers (Concord) Photo
provided

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant

Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

For current rates call Kyle
at 925-314-5299.
“Providing Premier Loan products
and service from the most
experienced and  solution-oriented
professionals in your community.”

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This compari-
son is based solely on estimated figures and information available at the time
of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE
License #01327738.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103
Danville, CA 94526
CA DRE Lic. # 01327738

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms    INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 Up to $3,000,000

Interest Rate        APR              Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 3.250% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
5 Year Fixed 3.500% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
7 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 3.750% 3.750%
10 Year Fixed 4.875% 3.750% 4.875% 3.750%

Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.750% 4.850% 4.875% 4.950%
15 Year Fixed 4.250% 4.350% 4.250 % 4.350%
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If we think about how a kid ex-

periences bullying it becomes

more clear. The child who is bullied

feels fear and powerlessness.  The

bully gets the feeling of gaining

power.  These are the classic psy-

chological dynamics of bullying.

Other definitions include intent to

harm by the bully and a real or per-

ceived social advantage gained by

the bully.  The most recent bullying

statistics indicate that 77% of kids

report being bullied and cyber bul-

lying statistics are similar.  The fact

is we all witnessed or participated

in kids being mean to one another

and our kids are growing up in a

similar world.  Gender seems to

make a difference only in the phys-

icality of bullying, with boys tend-

ing to use aggressive behavior more

and girls using emotional bullying

more often.  

What can we do about it?

Lets start with teasing.  Who

likes to be teased?  Not many of us.

And contrary to some people’s be-

lief there is no psychological evi-

dence that teasing builds character.

Taking on a difficult challenge and

working hard and accomplishing a

goal builds character.  Teasing and

bullying cause shame in kids that

they later have to work out in ther-

apy or cover up with addictions.

Character and toughness is built

more efficiently when we teach

kids to stand up for each other

against those that try to bully them.

There is evidence to suggest that

bullies attempt to convince the per-

son who is being bullied that every-

one is also against them.  We need

to stand up and let kids and adults

know it is not acceptable to make

fun of or bully people.  We need to

model this and actively let kids

know everyone is not against them

by standing with them.

But many of us have little

idea what weapons to provide our

kids to deal with the amount of

emotional battles they have to deal

with.    

Strategies for Kids

Resiliency is the emotional

karate that we as parents and teach-

ers need to help build with our kids

and for our communities.  Bounc-

ing back and being able to cope is

really what we hope for when we

say toughen up.  Psychologists once

thought resiliency was a thing we

each had and researchers have

found it is a series of processes. So-

cial problem solving skills are key.

We can model and describe how we

deal with difficult social issues.

Getting and asking for help is im-

portant.  We need to encourage kids

to ask those questions-even during

those years when questions come at

sonic speeds. Helping others is a

key process in resiliency.  This is

the research that has all the schools

implementing service-learning

projects.  Turns our helping each

other makes us better.  Spirituality

is a resiliency process.  Partaking in

your religious tradition is important

for your kids to see and build a

community that is supportive.  Con-

nection and involvement with fam-

ily, friends, and community are

resiliency processes.  Encourage

these interactions and connections.

Families and friends do not let bul-

lies run the classroom or the family.

The following site has good re-

sources: Web http://www.stopbul-

lyingnow.hrsa.gov/kids/

Ask Dr. Harold
What is bullying?
By Dr. Harold Hoyle, Ph.D.

www.drharoldhoyle.com
Harold can be contacted by
phone or email: 510-219-8660
hjhoyle@mac.com

Harold is licensed clinical psy-
chologist and a lecturer and in the
School of Counseling Psychology,
Education, and Pastoral Ministries
Santa Clara University.  With his
wife and two children he is a 14
year long resident of the Lamor-
inda area.  He is a sought after
speaker in the areas of parenting,
education, behavior with adoles-
cents and children.  He has a local
private practice. 

School Calendar

Acalanes Union 
High School District 
Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Lafayette School District 
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, March 9, 7pm

Tuesday, March 8, at 7:30pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Orinda Union School District 
OUSD Office
8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

TONIGHT: Wednesday, February 16, 7:30pm
Next: Wednesday, March 9, 7:30pm

Monday, March 7, 4pm

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino

Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy

Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow

Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

• Apollo E-Cigs has its Home in Lafayette

• Moving the Carefree Way

• Lee and Grant Exhibit Opens at Saint Mary’s College

• Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian-Prickly, Pretty, 

and Practical

• Burton Valley Homeowners’ Remodel Denied on 

a Split Decision

• What’s Happening with Redevelopment in Lafayette?

• Lafayette School District Saves Money with 

Green Initiatives

• Moraga Police Blotter

• Meet New Officer Mary Ann Grubb

• Lafayette Police Blotter

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our Last Issue:

Registration for Moraga students entering Kindergarten for the 2011-2012 school year 
Moraga – March 3-4 at these schools and times:

Camino Pablo Elementary
9-11:45am, & 1:15-3:00pm, 1111 Camino Pablo, 376-4435

Los Perales Elementary
9am-2pm, 22 Wakefield Drive, 631-0105

Rheem Elementary
9am-2pm
90 Laird Drive, 376-4441

Information regarding Moraga registration 
requirements is available at www.moraga.k12.ca.us. 

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to 
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.
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Troop 219 Eagles
Submitted by Dawn Svedberg

Three Boy Scouts from Troop

219 were recently honored at

and Eagle Court of Honor cere-

mony held at the Lafayette United

Methodist Church in Lafayette on

January 2nd and led by former

Scoutmaster, Stig Svedberg. After

many years of diligent work,

Matthieu Pelpel, Erik Svedberg and

Calvin Morley have attained the

Eagle Scout rank which is the high-

est available rank in the Boy Scouts

of America. They will maintain the

title of Eagle Scout for life. 

For his Eagle Project,

Matthieu Pelpel refurbished a set of

bleachers for the Acalanes High

School swimming pool. The proj-

ect was funded by the Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce. Matthieu

is a senior at Acalanes High School. 

Erik Svedberg's Eagle Project

entailed constructing and installing

numerous directional sign posts

around the Lafayette Community

Fields to help guide visitors along

its many winding and hidden trails.

Erik is a senior at Campolindo High

School. 

Calvin Morley's Eagle Proj-

ect involved building benches for

a low income housing community

in Pleasant Hill. Calvin worked

with Contra Costa Interfaith Hous-

ing. This group, who owns the

apartments, asked for benches for

the courtyard where the children

like to play. Calvin graduated from

Bentley School in Lafayette in

2010. 

Pelpel, Svedberg and Morley Photo provided

Sea Scout Receives Award
Submitted by Carol Lindenhayn

Acalanes High School Junior

Taylor Lindenhayn, 16, has

been selected to receive the Boy

Scouts of America (BSA), 2010

Venturing Leadership Award from

the local BSA Council. The award

is given annually to teens and adults

who have made exceptional contri-

butions to BSA programs. Linden-

hayn is being recognized for her

service and leadership with her Sea

Scout ship, the S.S.S. Sea Witch

which is based in Martinez. The

award will be presented at the

Mount Diablo Silverado Council's

annual dinner at the Walnut Creek

Marriott Hotel on Friday February

18th.

Sea Scouts is a non-profit co-

ed youth maritime program. Teens

learn how to operate and maintain

large ships and small boats such as

sailboats, kayaks and canoes while

gaining leadership skills and sea-

manship skills in areas such as

water safety, knot tying, weather,

first aid, navigation, firefighting,

engineering, engine repair, com-

pass, radio communications and

sailing. No experience is required.

For more information contact Rolf

Lindenhayn at lindenhyan@sbc-

global.net or 917-0573 or go to

www.seascout.org.Taylor Lindenhayn Photo provided

Journalists wanted.
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for journalists to report on civic & school

news.  You will be paid per article published. 

Email resume to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Miramonte Drama Brings it Home to OIS
By Lou Fancher

If the arts in education movement

needs a fresh argument for why

drama, music and visual arts should

remain a part of K-12 public

schools, a group of Miramonte

High School (MHS) theater stu-

dents has a resounding reason: Art

fights bullies, and wins.

On a sunny day in January,

forty-five 6th grade students sat in

the multi-use room at Orinda Inter-

mediate School (OIS); mesmerized,

as MHS students performed short

plays about teenage cliques, teasing

and cyber bullying.

Heather Cousins, MHS

drama teacher, said the OIS The-

ater-In-Education program, devel-

oped in collaboration with the

school’s Character Ed Committee

in 2001, has been a success.

“It makes sense, educationally,

artistically, and financially,” she said.

Cousins used the opportunity

to assign the task of writing and di-

recting the plays to her advanced

drama students. Most of the play-

wrights and directors found source

material in their personal history.

“It makes it better because it’s

a lot more honest to play a part you

know,” said Katie Rich, the direc-

tor of the 6th grade play.  “It’s not

what you think a 6th grader experi-

ences; it’s what you know.”

Rich’s play—about how teas-

ing escalates and intimidates, harm-

ing everyone in its path—held the

OIS students spellbound.

In a question and answer ses-

sion immediately following, they

asked, Why were you intimidated?

Why didn’t you have more

courage? Why did you still ask her

out after she made fun of you?

The actors, staying in charac-

ter, gave callous answers when cast

in the role of a bully, or fragile, fear-

ful answers, when playing a victim.

Seventh grade students asked

different questions after watching a

second play about cliques.

“Why pick on one person for

so long?” a boy wondered.

“Why are you so mean to

each other?” another asked.

“Would you want to be in

their spot?” asked a boy, becoming

a rare example of someone who

might stand up to a bully.

In fact, reporting a bully is so

uncommon that a recent case in

Pennsylvania, involving 13-year-

old Nadin Khoury, who was kicked,

dragged, and hanged by his coat

from a tree, was enough of a sensa-

tion to land him on national televi-

sion. It wasn’t so much the attack as

it was the follow-through and ac-

countability demanded of his as-

sailants that drew attention to the

eighth-grade boy.

Telling his story on The View,

Khoury was rewarded with a sur-

prise visit from his hero, DeSean

Jackson of the Philadelphia Eagles.

Jackson complimented Khoury’s

bravery, handing him a jersey and

offering future game tickets.

While admittedly less glam-

orous, the results of the workshops

at OIS are no less significant.

Cousins reported that several par-

ticipants in her high school drama

class remembered learning new

tools to combat bullying while at-

tending the event as middle school

students.

The eighth grade presentation

provided the strongest example of

why kids teaching kids is arguably

more effective than workshops led

by adults.

Cyber bullying, the alarming,

twisted practice of intimidation de-

livered via the internet, has rapidly

overtaken the physical, playground

violence Khoury suffered.

Playwright Rachel Cook

tapped into Facebook’s worst fea-

tures: anonymity that protects bul-

lies from discovery and a “status”

language that encourages labels.

“We should chat her,” re-

placed the school yard, “Let’s get

her!”  And a bully’s cruelest jibes

went viral with one keystroke.

Cook’s play hit all the right

notes with its audience, who, like

the groups before them, were com-

pletely absorbed by the drama.

“If schools hire professional

groups to come in and do these

events—and there are many good

quality groups—it is expensive.

Our cost to the school is nothing,”

Cousins noted.

“And, we spread the word

about the drama department at Mi-

ramonte and give these kids role

models,” she added.

It’s a win-win in the bullying

world, where the score is rarely even.

Miramont High School drama students "on the bus" in a bullying play at OIS Photo Ohlen Alexander

Submit stories to schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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If you would like to list the registration information for a youth sports
club please email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977. 

A one inch B&W listing will cost $24.

Lamorinda Soccer Club
Lamorinda Soccer Club (LMSC) is excited to announce the 
first year of a new fall season Open Development Program
(DP Open) for all players in the U6-U12 age groups (K-6th
in September)! Sign ups will be without tryouts. Practices
start in mid-August, and league play is from September to early
November. There will be 1 practice per week for the younger
teams and 1-2 practices per week for the older teams. Weekly
training will be from LMSC professional coaches! Games will be
on the weekends. For more regarding sign ups, costs and league
play for the U6 - U12 Fall Open program visit the LMSC
website (www.lamorindasc.com) or contact the club directly
lamorindasoccer@aol.com. Sign up now:  If you are ready
to learn about soccer, we are ready to teach!

A student driven initiative to
connect Moraga businesses

with Saint Mary’s College
students and faculty. 

Learn more at 

www.marketmoraga.com

Campolindo Basketball Defeats Lamorinda Rivals
By Conrad Bassett

The second round of rivalry

games in Lamorinda is com-

plete. The boys’ teams came down

to the last minutes. On the girls’

side, Campolindo continues to ride

in second place of the DFAL with

easy wins over their rivals.

Boys’ Games

On February 8, Miramonte

traveled to Moraga to take on the

Cougars. Campo senior Carl King

stated, “This was the most exciting

game I have ever played in.”

Campo rallied from a 17 point sec-

ond period deficit to eventually

catch up and defeat the Mats.

Campo jumped out to an

early 7-4 lead but Miramonte hit the

next 24 points of the next 28 to take

its biggest lead with 2:35 to go in

the half.  

The Mats led 28-18 at the

break. 

Mats sophomore Kirin Shas-

tri hit a three to open the second half

and Miramonte led by 13. Then

King came off the bench to go to

work.  He said “It is different when

you do not start as it sometimes

takes time to get going.”  And get

going he did. Held scoreless in the

first half, he hit a lay up with 6:10 to

go for his first points.  He went on

to record three steals in the period

with two resulting in layups. By the

end of the period, Campo was

within two.

The fourth quarter remained

close as Miramonte pushed the lead

back to eight on senior Kazz

Tamura’s long range jumper, but

Campo kept coming back to finally

tie the game off of a layup by King

27 seconds to go.

In overtime, Campo took the

lead. Junior Griffin Piatt scored

twice. Two free throws from King

on a one-and-one with 21 seconds

left sealed the win.

King led all scorers with 23

points, all in the second half and

overtime, while Piatt added 18.

Senior Anthony Piganelli led a bal-

anced Miramonte attack with 15

while juniors Ross Anderson and

Jack Pietrykowski added 13 and 10

respectively. Shastri scored 11.

Just the week before, on

Feburary 1 Campolindo defeated

Acalanes in a close game. Piatt hit a

three-point basket to bring the

Cougars back from a late two point

deficit and a 60-59 win over the

Dons.  Campo Coach Matt Watson

had called a time out and he said

“Acalanes defended the play very

well and it went down to the third

option and Piatt came through” on a

25-footer for the win.

The Dons’ had ten three point

baskets (including three each from

juniors Kevin Huber and James

Griffin).

Campo started early jumping

off to an 18-8 first period lead in the

game played at Acalanes.  The

Dons stormed back in the second

taking a 31-29 lead at the intermis-

sion.  Most of the rest of the game

was close before Piatt’s last second

heroics.  Piatt led Campo with 11

points while Franklin had nine

points and ten rebounds.

Griffin led all scorers with 22

points.

As the DFAL and regular sea-

sons come to an end, all three boys

team appear headed again for a trip

to the North Coast Section playoffs,

though likely not as highly seeded

as in recent years and this will be

the first time in several years that a

Lamorinda team has not won the

DFAL.  

Girls’ Games

The Lady Cougars had an

easier time than their male counter-

parts, defeating Miramonte 75-69

and Acalanes 63-37.

The February 8th matchup

against Miramonte game started

close.  Campo led 39-37 at the half

led by strong shooting from senior

Annie Ward and junior Mallory

Brown.

In the second half, Campo

pulled away to their biggest lead of

the game at 61-49 when sophomore

Laura Hickey hit two of her eight

points.  Miramonte came right back

behind senior Liza Katz who hit

back-to-back baskets and two free

throws and with 3:40 to go they

were down 65-61.  

Campo scored the next five

points capped by a steal and layup

by senior Ruthie Shapiro and de-

spite a three from Mat junior Tay-

lor Kizziee, Campo hung on for the

win.  Ward hit two free throws with

ten seconds left to put the game out

of reach.

Campo was led by senior

Amanda Forshay who scored 18 to

go with eight rebounds and seven

assists.  Junior Annelise Ito had a

double-double with 13 points and

12 rebounds.  She also hit seven-of-

eight free throws in a game where

Campo made 14-of-16 from the

charity stripe while Miramonte was

only five of ten.

Against the Lady Dons the

week before, Campo jumped off to

a 17-10 lead after one period and in-

creased the lead to nine at the half-

time.  A swarming defense held

Acalanes to only two points in the

third period and they coasted from

there.

Ito scored 12 points and

added eight boards while senior

Chloe Hull also added 12 points for

Campo.  Don senior Kiara Hare-

wood led all scorers with 13.

All three girls’ teams will be

in the post season.  They have all

been ranked in the top four in the

Division III rankings most of the

season, with Campo likely getting

the highest seed: Miramonte and

Acalanes will also be looking to

host first and second round games.

It would not be a surprise for two of

these three teams to meet again in a

semi-final or final game.

Mats' Kazz Tamura and Campo's Alan Hickey fight for a loose ball.
Photo Jordan Fong

Mats' Carly Gill dribbles past Campo's Mallory Brown. Photo Jordan Fong

New Lamorinda Soccer Club Holds Tryouts 
By Lou Fancher

Director of the East Bay

Eclipse Soccer Club

(EBESC), the latest addition to the

Lamorinda sports scene, Shane

Carney isn’t afraid of bold predic-

tions.

“With the proper training and

positive support, we believe that

any player, regardless of natural

ability, can be trained to success-

fully compete at a competitive

level,” he stated, in answer to what

will make his club different.

Carney, 25, has been coach-

ing soccer since the age of 14. Cur-

rently in his second year as head

coach of the varsity boys’ soccer

team at Campolindo High School,

he said his ability to read the game

better than others has helped him

tremendously.

“I never was the biggest

player on the field,” he admitted,

“so I was forced to become an ex-

tremely smart player.”

Ten years of participation as

a competitive player meant listen-

ing to a lot of soccer talk. And it was

what he heard while listening to

families in the community during

the past few years that gave him the

fundamental ideas for developing

the Eclipse club.

“There was always a com-

mon theme: the Lamorinda area

needed a different competitive soc-

cer option. Many players had been

cut individually or had their teams

cut. As a result, players had to play

for clubs in other areas, had to stop

playing competitive soccer, or

worse yet, stop playing soccer com-

pletely,” Carney said.

He intends to apply his phi-

losophy about competitive sports to

all aspects of the club.

“What will likely make us

different from other competitive

clubs is that we won't necessarily

get caught up in selecting only elite

athletes,” he explained. “Another

difference is that we [will] focus on

the player as a person to ensure that

our players are succeeding off of

the field as much as they are on the

field.”

Carney said a great youth

soccer player is “passionate about

the game and wants to improve all

of their skills on a regular basis.”

With a June to November

season and two to three practices a

week—plus games, tournaments,

special clinics, and festivals—

youths ages 6 to 19 will be chal-

lenged.

Carney is putting together a

staff of coaches, male and female,

with care.  The club’s website em-

phasizes that all hires will partici-

pate in interviews with him and

EBESC board members, will be

subject to background checks, and

will be evaluated throughout the

season “to make sure our coaches

are improving as well as our play-

ers.”

Club tryouts for youths age 6-

14 in February brought close to 230

boys and girls to Lafayette Com-

munity Park. Carney relied on his

game-reading skills to make his se-

lections.

“While a young soccer

prodigy is always a joy to coach, the

best players to have in your club are

the ones who enjoy being there and

working hard every chance they

get,” he said.

Tryouts were held at the Lafayette Community Park Photo provided

The season starts June 20th.
For complete information,
visit the website at http://east-
bayeclipsesoccer.com.

Tennis Pro Honored
Submitted by John Sharpe

In January Rancho Colorados

Swim and Tennis Club’s head

pro John Sharpe was elected presi-

dent of the NorCal division of

United States Professional Tennis

Association for a two-year term.

The USPTA is the largest tennis

coach organization in the United

States, in NorCal alone there are

750 USPTA Professionals. Sharpe

has been a member since 1977.

Sharpe said he believes in the or-

ganization for its certification and

education.

Photo provided

SMC Gaels 
Home Game Schedule

Fri, Feb 18 WTEN  Pacific  Timothy Korth Tennis Complex  2:00 PM  
Fri, Feb 18 MTEN  Idaho  Timothy Korth Tennis Complex  3:00 PM  
Sat, Feb 19 BSB  San Jose State  (Louis Guisto Field)  1:00 PM 
Sat, Feb 19 WBB  San Diego  McKeon Pavilion  1:00 PM 6:00 PM  
Sat, Feb 19 MBB  Utah State McKeon 6:00 PM
Sun, Feb 20 MTEN  Pacific  Timothy Korth Tennis Complex  2:00 PM  
Thu, Feb 24 MBB  GONZAGA  McKeon Pavilion (Moraga, Calif.)  8:00 PM 
Sat, Feb 26 MTEN  UC Davis Timothy Korth Tennis Complex  12:00 PM  

Schedule is subject to change. Confirm at www.SMCGaels.com

www.SMCGaels.com

St. Perpetua CYO third grade girls team provides half time show at Saint
Mary's women's basketball game against Gonzaga on January 27.

Submitted by Monica Chappell, Photo Joanne Easton



Saint Mary’s entered West Coast

Conference play predicted to

finish in second place behind Gon-

zaga and with three games left in

the season, they are right on track to

fulfill preseason expectations. Saint

Mary’s is 16-10 overall and 8-3 in

WCC play. 

Saint Mary’s returned home

after a tough road trip where they

lost to Pepperdine, 48-69 on Febru-

ary 3. Pepperdine is currently in

third place. The Gaels bounced

back to defeat Loyola Marymount,

58-51 on February 5.  With the win

the Gaels avenged their season-

opening loss to the Lions. 

The Gaels carried momen-

tum into their home games last

week against Bay Area rivals Santa

Clara and the University of San

Francisco. 

Saint Mary’s rallied from

down 2-15 in the opening minutes

and down 19-34 late in the first half

to defeat the Broncos, 75-70. The

Gaels fought back in the second,

rallying behind redshirt junior

guard Jasmine Smith who had 21

points in the second half.  Senior

guard Suzie Davis also stepped up

for the Gaels, notching a career-

high 17 points. Senior forward

Louella Tomlinson had a double-

double with 16 points and 15 re-

bounds.

Saint Mary’s continued their

winning ways, again fighting back

from a first half deficit on Saturday,

February 12, against USF. The

Gaels found themselves down 30-

33 heading into the locker room at

half time. Again, Smith led the

comeback, sparking a 15-6 run with

a big three pointer with 12 minutes

left to play. Davis notched 14 points

and sophomore guard Kate Gaze

had 13 points.

Tomlinson led all scorers in

the win with her fifth consecutive

double-double with 19 points and

16 rebounds. She also had six

blocks and three assists. Tomlinson

leads the NCAA in blocked shots

per game, averaging five per con-

test. She is tied for the NCAA ca-

reer triple-doubles record with

seven. She is also chasing the SMC

all-time points record, she needs to

average 13.5 points per game to tie

the record.

Tomlinson said that while

breaking records is ideal, she does

not consciously worry or think

about it, instead she focuses on

playing well. “Obviously I want to

be able to break school records and

leave the school with a legacy, but I

just want to play in games and its

fun to play,” Tomlinson said.

Saint Mary’s will play first

place Gonzaga on February 24.

While a win would mean a lot men-

tally, head coach Paul Thomas said

they are not looking at it as a “must

win.” “We don’t need to beat them

today or tomorrow. We need to

focus on how well our shoot around

goes and if we have a good prep

day,” Thomas said.

He is working on preparing

his team for the end of the season

grind and tournament play. “We just

have to be better about inconsis-

tency and the defending part of the

game. We can’t give open looks and

we need to know how to lock down

on defense,” Thomas concluded.

The Gaels next match-up is

against the University of San Diego

on Saturday at 1:00 p.m. The teams’

four seniors, Tomlinson, Davis,

Courtney Dunn and Leanna Richey

will be honored. It is also a Pink

Zone game and the Gaels will be

wearing their pink uniforms. 
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LOVABLE PET-SITTING
oneFREEvisit *

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding

Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience

Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

*restrictions apply

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

Business Service Directory   
Pet sitting Underpinning Construction

Fencing

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Cleanup
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743
License #: 018287 25 yrs. experience 

in Lamorinda

Gardening

HandymanHouse Cleaning

www.lamorindaservicedirectory.com

Pilates

Pilates
No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda
• Free fitness analysis with first lesson
• Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems
• Custom workouts-all bodies welcome
• Private and semi private classes
• Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

925-708-3279 

Handy-Hatley 42 Yrs Exp.

Senior Citizen &

Active Military 

Discounts

Insured, all work guaranteed Lic. # 573170

No job to small or too big, from complete remodels
to electrical, plumbing, sheetrock repairs, 
crown molding, all interior trim, tile, 
floor coverings, painting and more!
References! (925) 360-2655

Please ask 
for Bill.

SPORTS LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS

Saint Mary’s in WCC Second Place
By Caitlin Graveson

Suzie Davis knocked down a career-high 17 points in the win over SCU. 
She added 14 points against USF. Photos Tod Fierner

Kate Gaze drives past USF defender. Gaze had 13 points in the win.)

Saint Mary’s Overwhelms
USF
Gaels Win Four Games Heading into
Final Weeks
By Bryant West

The #23 Saint Mary’s men’s

basketball team won four

straight contests and are just a

win in San Diego away from

their first regular season confer-

ence title since 1997.

With a victory in San Diego

tonight, Saint Mary’s would

guarantee at the very least a tie

for the regular-season conference

title. If the Gaels beat USD and

then defeat either Gonzaga or

Portland a week later – both

home contests – they would stand

alone atop the WCC before the

conference championships in Las

Vegas in early March.

The Gaels managed to fend

off two less successful confer-

ence teams at home – getting a

79-71 win over Pepperdine on

February 3rd and a 79-70 win

over Loyola Marymount two

days later. Saint Mary’s then

headed out for two road contests

last week and bested Santa Clara

65-59 on Thursday and a notched

a 86-68 demolition of the second

seeded Dons on Saturday.

The Gaels’ two home con-

tests against Pepperdine and Loy-

ola Marymount were closer than

to be expected.

Senior guard Mickey Mc-

Connell scored 26 points and had

eight assists in the 79-71 win

over the Waves, while junior for-

ward Rob Jones had 20 points,

eight boards and two steals. The

Waves, who sit at sixth in the

conference, shot 55 percent for

the game and held Saint Mary’s

to 46 percent, but had 21

turnovers to the Gaels 13. Guard

Keion Bell had 24 points and

kept the Waves in it, but to no

avail.

The victory over Loyola

Maymount two evenings later

secured the Gaels 20th win on

the season, as they survived an-

other contest where they let their

opponents outshoot them. The

Lions shot 52 percent and the

Gaels 49 percent.  Rebounding

was the major difference as Saint

Mary’s grabbed 36 boards and

the Lions gathered just 21. Soph-

omore guard Matthew Dellave-

dova had 23 points, while

McConnell had 16 and 10 as-

sists. Ashley Hamilton had 16

points for the Lions.

After scraping by their

Southern rivals, the Gaels headed

out to face off against their Bay

Area  rivals – the first of which

came Thursday night. The Gaels

survived a late rally to pull off a

65-59 win over Santa Clara.

SMC made just one basket in the

final 12:45 of the game but took

advantage of the free throw line,

making 20-of-24 attempts in the

second half.

"You're not going to get

many style-points games at this

time of year," head coach Randy

Bennett said. "Everybody knows

everyone. ... I knew it was going

to be that way, and our guys were

able to get it done, so I was

pleased with them."

McConnell again led the

way with 25 points, while Jones

had 10 points and 16 rebounds.

Sophomore forward Mitchell

Young had 10 points and seven

boards. Broncos guard Kevin

Foster had 25 for the Broncos.

They held Saint Mary’s to 37.5

percent shooting.

Saturday’s match with the

Dons, who sit second in the con-

ference, didn’t live up to the

hype. While the Dons’ fast paced

offense worked well in the first

half, and the Dons’ tied it with a

jumper at 36-36 with 19:17 to go

in the second half – Saint Mary’s

took over from there, finishing

out the game on a 50-32 run.

Saint Mary’s outshot the Dons

66.7 percent to 33.3 percent in

the second half, and the Dons

couldn’t muster a comeback

much to the disappointment of

the sold-out crowd.

"To have a good offensive

game against their team, which is

good defensively, on their court

was a big step for us,” head coach

Randy Bennett said after the win

in San Francisco.

The Gaels play today, Feb-

ruary 16, in San Diego for at

least a share of the conference

regular season title, but Satur-

day’s game is equally important.

Saint Mary’s will face off at

home against Utah State in the

2011 Sears Bracketbuster con-

test. The contest against the

#21/#17 ranked Aggies could

really help – or hurt – NCAA

Tournament hopes come March.

Kenton Walker II
Photo Tod Fierner

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
FENCING & FENCE REPAIR

STEVE’S SERVICES
925-284-5049

We Also Do
Decks, 

Arbore &
More!

FREE 
Estimates
LIC: #710769

Letty’s House Cleaning
Best references in town!

I’ve been housecleaning
& catering in Lamorinda

for 20 years.

Call Letiza Montano 
925-408-4837



If you met Ben Ho or his wife

walking their shepherd dogs

around the neighborhood, you’d

think they were only pets.  You’d

be so wrong.  The dogs – Argus, a

thick-coated Bavarian Shepherd,

and Jackson, an American Shep-

herd – are search and rescue dogs.

They, along with Ho, are mem-

bers of  “WOOF,” or Wilderness

Finders Search Dog Teams.  

According to its website,

WOOF  “is a unit of highly

trained ‘professional volunteer’

dog teams on-call to the entire

U.S. The volunteer service unit

aids law enforcement in search,

rescue, and recovery efforts.

WOOF searches without charge

to the person(s) lost or to the re-

questing agency.”

Argus, Jackson and Ho have

compiled an impressive record of

assisting in wilderness searches

for missing persons, and urban

searches after natural and man-

made disasters.  The dogs are

trained and tested for two years

before setting to work; they have

a useful work life of seven years.

Ho has volunteered the last 20

years at sites and events as diverse

as Hurricanes Iniki, Katrina and

Rita, the Mexico City, Northridge

and Loma Prieta earthquakes, and

the Oklahoma City and World

Trade Center bombings. 

Closer to home, WOOF dog

teams have been involved in res-

cue and recovery missions includ-

ing the Oakland Hills Fire, a 2001

Highway 99 fatal accident, and

searches for Lacey Peterson,

Jaycee Lee Dugard, Sandra Cantu

and Hassani Campbell. Last New

Year’s Day, search dog teams re-

sponded to a request for help to

locate mushroom pickers missing

for two days in Mendocino

County.  

Search dogs, and the people

who train them, don’t take the

dogs’ mission lightly.  Although

the breed may be Kelpie, Blue

Heeler, Boarder Collie, Lab,

Golden Retriever or Shepherd,

each dog must have good health

and temperament and a genetic

predisposition for a soft mouth.

You wouldn’t want a search dog

harming a small lost child. Train-

ers prefer to raise puppies, with

six generations of pedigree to

prove the pup’s disposition and

health.  

Only one per cent of dogs

are working dogs, falling into the

police dog, guide/companion dog

or Search and Rescue categories.

Search and Rescue dogs must be

intense but non-aggressive.   Spe-

cial training within Search and

Rescue hones their skills for

tracking, evidence retrieval, ca-

daver searches, water searches or

avalanche searching.  The dogs

must be good athletes, and water

safe. 

Wilderness search dogs

learn to allow themselves to be

hoisted or lowered off a cliff face;

some ride in or dangle from a hel-

icopter for insertion into rough

terrain. For certification, trainer

and dog-partner must pass a timed

map-and-compass search at 6,000

foot elevation within a square

kilometer.  “Suche!” (search), the

trainer commands in German to

his dog, all the while being inten-

tionally distracted with incoming

radio calls. Trainers are evaluated

for fitness as well.  They must

carry a 45 pound pack and cover

three miles in 45 minutes at a one

mile elevation. 

Ho is currently volunteer

dog coordinator for WOOF, con-

tributing by his estimate 400

hours a year in that position. An

active reserve member of the

Moraga Police Department since

1981, he is a retired Marine Corps

officer and eye surgeon.  He is

most proud, though, of the legacy

he’s left in his children: one son a

San Ramon fire fighter, another a

doctor in San Diego, and a daugh-

ter who inherited her father’s

love of travel and devotion to the

great outdoors. 

Why would anyone leave a

warm bed to go out in rainy, cold

weather, all without pay?  Ho’s

simple, brief answer: “altruism.”

Ho and his fellow rescue dog

teams simply avoid the spotlight,

exhibiting what he calls the Lone

Ranger syndrome. “The impor-

tant thing is reuniting the (lost)

victim with his/her loved ones,”

he says.  The search teams simply

slip away while that happens.  

To learn more about

WOOF, visit its website:

http://www.searchdogs.com/hom

e, or visit PBS’s Dragonfly TV

online (http://pbskids.org/dragon-

flytv/scientists/scientist36.html to

see Argus in action.   
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• Remodels
• Additions
• Custom Homes
• Kitchens
• Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value 

engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

925-376-7500

Tired of Fighting the Crowds?

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

Try Star Pilates in Moraga:   20 days for $20
Quiet studio. Private or group classes. Everything you need to workout, including the

best Cardio Equipment, Spin, Pilates, Zumba, Ballet and Weight Classes.

BIG BAND BALL ROOM DANCE

Friday, February 25th
Doors Open at 7PM for Dance Lessons by Gail Enright

Dance begins at 8PM through 10PM

Tickets   $10 per person 
available at the Lafayette Chamber of

Commerce 

Call 284-7404 for reservations

www.lafayettechamber.org

Other Dates
• Friday, April 8th  

(Rheem Theatre, Moraga)

• Friday, May 6th 
(Veterans Memorial)

• Friday , Oct 14th
(Veterans Memorial)

Sponsored by Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage,
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, Generations In Jazz Foundation,  
City of Lafayette and Parks and Recreation and Lamorinda Weekly

Veterans Memorial Building

3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette

Come swing with your friends and neighbors-or just listen!
There will be a no-host bar open throughout the evening. 

Now offering:
FREE 
Dance 

Lessons

Lafayette Jazz Festival
Thursday, March 10th, 7:30 

Del Valle Clubhouse, Rossmoor
Sponsored by 

Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage

The Big Band of Rossmoor 
Private Party

Friday, March 11th, 7:30  
Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Diablo Foods, Sponsor

The Tom Scott Quartet
and Stanley Jazz Messengers

  $10 Adults $5 Student

Saturday, March 12th, 7:30  
Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Oakwood Athletic Club, Sponsor

 The Erik Jekabson Quintet

 and the Acalanes Jazz Ensemble

$10 Adults $5 Student

  Sunday, March 13th, 6:30 

Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Sponsor, Lafayette Chamber and

Lamorinda Music

  Contra Costa County Honor Jazz Bands
High School- Guest Director John Maltester
Middle School- Guest Director Dave Martell 

 $5 ticket

Thanks to our Supporters!
* Minuteman Press* Rotary of Lafayette * City of Lafayette * Julia Burke Foundation * 

 * Lafayette Community Foundation * Lafayette Partners in Education *  

Generations in Jazz presents:  11th Anniversary

Tickets   Available at the Lafayette Chamber  * (925) 284-7404 
 or www.lafayettechamber.org  
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Wonder Dogs to the Rescue
By Cathy Dausman

Argus (foreground), almost 14 years old; Jackson (background), age four years Photo C. Dausman
Now accepting new clients

(925) 254-1662
19-J Orinda Way, Orinda



Theater Square Brings More Success to Living Lean

Living Lean moved to Theater

Square six months ago and

things have been developing

very positively for Orinda resi-

dent and business owner

Sheena Lakhotia.  “I love the

esthetics of the new place,”

says Lakhotia, “it is very con-

venient, the parking structure

right there, my place is very

visible, and more and more vi-

brant businesses are moving

into the Square.”  Lakhotia cer-

tainly adds to the new vibe of

Theater Square with the hip

music that starts at 5:30 am for

the bravest of her clients, the

laser lights and high energy that

circulates there all day long.  As more people come in, Lakhotia needs

to think about expanding again.  “I have so many clients coming from

the Alamo-Danville area,” says Lakhotia, “it made sense to expand in

that direction.”  The Danville studio is scheduled to open in May and

will operate on the same model as Lakhotia’s second location in Mont-

clair.  

Local Kids with Great Granola Ambition

Matt Teichmann and his

childhood friend and

now business partner,

David Miskie, grew up

in Lafayette and gradu-

ated from Acalanes High

School in 1999.  Lever-

aging lessons learned in

previous careers of web

starts up and private eq-

uity, the two recently

started San Franola Gra-

nola, offering a healthy snack that tastes good.  “The recipe actually

comes from Dan Miskie, David’s father,” says Teichmann.  “Some 15

years ago I was looking to healthier food and was frustrated by the high

calories, high sugar, granola that was on the market,” says Dan Miskie,

“so I developed my own recipe.”  Miskie credits his granola for the 40

lbs he lost and never put back on.  Teichmann explains that most gra-

nolas are based on oats that have little natural flavor, “a lot of fat and

sugar needs to be added to make it taste good,” he says.  Instead they

base their recipe on flax seeds and almonds that have a high nutrient

content and a lot of flavor, especially when roasted, which Teichmann

and Miskie do in their commercial kitchen in Alameda.  “We believe

that the desire for a healthier life style and healthy food is a macro-

trend,” says Teichmann, “our San Franola Granola business will grow.

We see ourselves as a start-up, not a small business.”  Teichmann and

Miskie have big dreams and want to become a national consumer foods

company.  They made their Lamorinda debut on Saturday, February12

with tastings at Diablo Foods, which will carry San Franola Granola.  

Tri-Chamber Meeting – Make Your Movie

Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda will hold a Tri Chamber Mixer at The

New Rheem Theatre, 350 Park Ave, Moraga, on Tuesday, April 26.

Since the meeting will be in a movie theater, the Chambers are asking

residents to shoot a video (three minutes or less in length) or create a

PowerPoint presentation or slide show about how much they love their

town/city.  “I thought, we are in a theater and we are all proud of our city

– and hey, let’s have some fun,” said Lafayette Chamber Executive Di-

rector Jay Lifson.  Winners from each community will be shown on the

big screen and win prizes. Moraga residents should send their submis-

sions to Mary Lloyd Coe, 216-8904, coemary@aol.com. Lafayette sub-

missions can be sent to Karen Rose, 284-7404,

Karen@lafayettechamber.org. And submission from Orinda should go

to Candy Kattenburg at 254-3909, Candis333@aol.com. 

Lafayette’s 2011 Citizen of the Year

Nominations are being accepted for Lafayette’s Citizen of the Year. The

Citizen of the Year criteria include being a current Lafayette resident;

someone who has given of their time, money or energy to help make

Lafayette a healthy community, where people will want to live, work

and shop; someone who models excellence in everything they do; some-

one who brings this community together and/or makes us proud to be

a member of the community.  Nominations should be sent by February

17 to jay@lafayettechamber.org or faxed to (925) 284-7404.  Indicate

who your candidate is and why they should be recognized.   The win-

ner will be honored at a special dinner held on Friday, March 25 at the

Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa. Cocktails will be served at 6:00pm and

dinner begins at 8:00pm.  “Help us celebrate the greatness we have in

those around us,” said Lifson. The winner will be announced by March

1st. 

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette 

• Entrepreneur’s Club, February 17, 8:30am in the 

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

• Green Committee Open Meeting February 22, noon-1pm 

in the Lafayette Chamber Conference Room

• Business Issues/Government Affairs Committee Open Meeting, 

February 25 8-9am in the Lafayette Chamber Conference Room

• Big Band Dance on February 25th from 7-10pm at the Veteran’s 

Memorial Building in Lafayette.  Dance lessons by Gail Enright 

from 7-8pm and dancing with music by The Big Band of Rossmoor

from 8-10pm.  Tickets are $10 and available at the Lafayette 

Chamber of Commerce, 284-7404.

Moraga 

Tuesday, February 22, 2011 - 6pm, the Chamber and Mechanics Bank

are sponsoring the 2011 Business Person of the Year Dinner at the China

Moon Restaurant, 380 Park St.  All Chamber members and their guests

are invited.  RSVP to Kathe Nelson at kathenelson@gmail.com.

Orinda

First Annual State of the City Address and Special Recognition Awards

Dinner on Thursday, February 24, 2011 at the Orinda Country Club.

Cocktails: 6-6:30pm; dinner 6:30-8:15pm, 315 Camino Sobrante,

Orinda. RSVP required by Feb. 22. at www.orindachamber.com, cost is

$65 per person.  The event will recognize as Best Small Business in

Orinda, Orinda Taxi: Julian Juricevic.  The State of the Town Address

will be given by Mayor Victoria Smith.  The Chamber will also give

Special Recognition Awards to Sally Hogarty, Editor of the Orinda

News and columnist Valerie Hotz.
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business briefs

Reach
60,000+ in
Lamorinda

Advertise
with us
Lamorinda

Weekly
Call 

925-377-0977
today

If you have a business brief to share, 
please contact  Sophie Braccini
at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
or call the office 925-377-0977

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3-15-11.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

New Location
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ADULT DAY PROGRAM
Providing activities for adults with Alzheimer’s or 

other related dementias and respite for caregivers.

925-254-3465 433 Moraga Way Orinda
www.holyshepherd.org

FOOD TRIALS
By Mona Miller, DVM

With few exceptions,

there is nothing inher-

ent in a food source that makes

it good or bad for a species.

Just as some individual humans

have dietary intolerances (lac-

tose, gluten, etc), so do individ-

ual animals.   Likewise, some

individuals can eat all varieties

of foods, no matter the fat or

spice content, and have no trou-

ble with digestion.  I keep in

mind whether the individual is

experiencing any symptoms

that might be related to food in-

tolerance before calling it

“good” or “bad” for that partic-

ular pet.  For instance, from a

physiologic standpoint (leaving

out cultural or ethical issues,

and I’m willing to risk some

raised eyebrows here) there is

nothing “better” about a grain-

free diet as a general diet for an

entire group/species.

Some disorders may call

for a trial change in diet to de-

termine if symptoms resolve.

The main culprits in food intol-

erance are usually the protein

and/or carbohydrate source,

rather than preservatives, vita-

mins or minerals.  Food trials

are important for food allergy

problems manifesting as

chronic itchy skin and ear in-

flammation, and for intestinal

intolerance manifesting as

stomach noises, flatulence,

vomit or diarrhea. 

There are three main fac-

tors to consider when changing

a food for a trial:  the ingredi-

ents of the diet, the length of

time feeding the new diet and

awareness of all foods entering

the animal’s mouth.  This takes

real commitment involved on

the part of the pet owner, as you

will read.  I like to have an in-

depth conversation with my

clients before starting a food

trial so that all factors are un-

derstood.

When changing the pro-

tein or carbohydrate ingredi-

ents, one must change ALL the

ingredients.  To do so, you

should read the entire list on the

back of the bag or can.  For ex-

ample, let’s say that Diet A

states “lamb and rice” on the

front label but actually contains

lamb, rice, soy, chicken and egg

as stated in the ingredient list.

Diet B states “venison and po-

tato” on the front label and con-

tains venison, potato, lamb, soy

and egg on the ingredient list.  A

change from Diet A to Diet B

will still provide exposure to

lamb, soy and egg; thus the en-

tire diet hasn’t actually

changed.  This is often where

veterinary prescription diets

come in handy – because these

are formulated to be limited in

the ingredients to just a couple

of food sources.

For a dog, it is recom-

mended to feed a new diet for

six to ten weeks before deciding

its effectiveness; and four to

eight weeks for a cat.  In a true

food trial, one should follow

this time frame with a challenge

of the previously-fed food for a

couple weeks to determine if

the symptoms return. 

ALL food that goes into

the pet’s mouth should be con-

sidered when changing to a lim-

ited ingredient trial.  This

includes dry, can, dog cookies,

cat treats and table scraps.

Even indigestible items that can

still provide allergens might

need to be excluded, such as

Greenies and rawhide chews.  

The Economics of  a Festival
By Sophie Braccini 

It cost about $100,000 to put on

the California Independent

Film Festival (CAIFF). According

to Program Director Beau Behan,

this 13th edition of a Festival was

the biggest ever and one of the

most successful.  There are a few

secrets behind that cultural and

economic success – the enthusi-

asm of what Behan calls a troop of

highly skilled volunteers, and the

fact that this year the facility was

given to the Festival by the man-

agers of the Rheem Theater.

“This year was the most

‘black’ of the past several years,”

says Behan, “and the one with the

biggest attendance, with more than

3000 people coming to events and

showings.”  The Festival suffered

like the rest of the entertainment

industry the past few years, and

deciding to move it to remote Mor-

aga could have seemed a risky

business decision.  But the com-

munity lived up to the expectations

of the CAIFF Board.  “We had 70

volunteers and more calling in to

help,” said Behan.

Community and Target

Marketing Chair Carol Haag

started working on outreach in

November. Haag and her volun-

teers toured all the businesses in

Lamorinda, contacted all the so-

cial clubs and reach out to every-

one from Rossmoor to local day

care centers. “It was a real grass-

root effort,” says Haag, “and we

got an outpouring of support

from the community.”   

“During our opening and

closing nights, 75% of the people

who came were local,” said

Behan, “and all our events were

sold out.”  It seems that when it

is time to party, residents are will-

ing and able.  The other showings

attracted moviegoers from across

the Bay Area, according the

CAIFF management.  Ticket

sales represented 55% of the total

income of the Festival.

The local business commu-

nity played a large role in support-

ing the Festival.  For opening night

all the food was donated by local

restaurants, Amoroma, Chef

Chow, China Moon, and Terzetto

Cuisine.  Captain Vineyards sold

the wine at wholesale prices, and

so did Pennini’s on Closing Night.

The return on their investment var-

ied depending on where they were

located.  “The restaurants close to

the Theater had some of their

busiest times,” said Chamber of

Commerce President Edy

Schwartz.  On the other side of

Town however, in the Moraga

Center, Terzetto’s Roos Pal re-

ported a very disappointing out-

come.  “I will continue to back the

Festival in the name of community

support,” said the business owner,

“but it was not a boost for my busi-

ness.”

Additional income came

from generous donors.  One of

them is The New Rheem Theater.

“The CAIFF Association is a

non-profit and is the operator of

the New Rheem Theater,” explains

Behan.  “The Association is a

venue sponsor for the Festival.”

In the past the non-profit had to

pay the venue, the projectionist,

the projector and all those are very

costly.  Behan explains that one of

the motivations of the Board to be-

come the operator of the theater

was that cost factor.   

Behan believes that the Fes-

tival benefits the Theater as well.

“Some of the proceeds from the

Festival are going into the im-

provements of the New Rheem,

such as the sofas and the new pro-

jector,” says Behan, “now we can

put more into the renovation of the

theater, like upgrading the sound

system, and finishing the upgrade

of the projection system.”  

CAIFF Board members,

along with most of the volunteers,

pledged to do it again in Moraga

next year.  “What is important is

that we were involved in the Festi-

val, that the theater shows some

life, and that people know that we

are here,” said Haag.

Sheena Lakhotia at her new Theater
Square location    Photo Sophie Braccini

Matt Teichmann and Dan Miskie offer samples
of their granola to customers at Diablo Foods
Photo Sophie Braccini

Moragans raised their hands when prompted on opening night Photo Doug Kohen

Dr. Mona Miller lives in Lafayette
with her young son and two cats.
She has worked at Four Seasons
Animal Hospital in Lafayette
since moving here in 2001. She
attended Cal as an undergrad,
and received her DVM from U.C.
Davis. She can be reached at Four
Seasons, 938-7700, or by email to 
MonaSDVM@aol.com.

Hall of Taxes
Tax Preparation 

and Tax Planning

Peggy Hall

Moraga (925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com
26 years experience
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Walnut Creek 
January 25, 2010

February 24, 2010
at 6:30 p.m.

Adults only, please!
55 Eckley Lane
(925) 934-1507

Lafayette
January 27, 2010

February 10, 2010
at 6:30 p.m.

Adults only, please!
984 Moraga Rd.
(925) 284-4321

At the Old Firehouse Schools, children stay with their primary 

caregiver for the duration of time at the school, anywhere from 

3-4 years.  Through observations, discussions, and reflection, teachers

follow the emergent theories of Reggio Emilia. 

Now enrolling for 2011-2012

ST. STEPHEN'S PRESCHOOL,
ORINDA
Since 1973

Two's through Pre-K

Socialization
Enrichment
Kindergarten readiness

925-254-3770  Ex.19

LAMORINDA s Preschools

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Preschool
Guide is not paid advertising; our intent
is to provide a useful reference guide.
We hope that we have included all Lam-
orinda Preschools on this page. LW is
not liable for errors or omissions.
In the event that we have inadvertently
printed misinformation or excluded a
preschool please let us know
(info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that
we may correct our list for the next
time.
Thank you to those preschools who
helped to fund our efforts to create this
service to the community

A Writer’s Place: Lafayette Library and Learning Center Hosts Group of
Budding Writers
By Moya Stone

ASunday visitor to the

Lafayette Library and Learn-

ing Center might spot in the Teen

Center a group of animated men

and women sitting in a circle,

laughing and clearly having a good

time. Who are these jovial folks?

They are local writers, part of a new

group called A Writer’s Place.  

A Writer’s Place is just that –

a space and opportunity for budding

scribes to regularly meet and dis-

cuss the craft of writing. Started late

last year by Lafayette resident and

author Gloria Lenhart, the group

supports one another by discussing

their own crafting challenges. Mod-

erated by Lenhart, the writers also

share writing strategies, publishing

tips and research resources. Addi-

tionally, participants have the op-

tion to exchange manuscripts and

critique each other’s work. 

Called Writers Open House,

the meetings happen once a month

on Sunday afternoon. Among the

writers gathered recently is

Lafayette resident Dudley Braun,

who is working on a non-fiction

piece and looking for tips on how

to write a book proposal. Shelley

Koon from Martinez writes young

adult fiction and shares information

on e-publishing and the importance

of social networking for writers.

Lenhart begins with a particular

topic, such as how to get started

writing, but the discussions take on

a life of their own as any good con-

versation does. 

Moraga resident Danielle

Vanaman is working on a collection

of personal essays and excited to be

attending for the first time the up-

coming San Francisco Writers Con-

ference. Those in the group who

have attended the popular event

guide her on what to expect and

how to prepare. Lenhart mentions

that what’s great about this confer-

ence is the opportunity to pitch

story ideas to editors and agents.

Business cards are now number one

on Vanaman’s must-have list. 

Lenhart was one of the

women behind the Lafayette Li-

brary Sweet Thursdays Author

Reading Series. Having seen the

success of that program, she was

inspired to offer something use-

ful to local writers. “I know there

are a lot of writers out there wait-

ing to start that book or short

story,” she says. “I’d like to be a

resource for these people.” 

Lenhart is familiar with the

distractions writers face. Life got

busy in 2006 after the publication

of her memoir, Planet Widow: A
Mother’s Story of Navigating a
Suddenly Unrecognizable World.
“I fell off my own writing,” she

admits. Wanting to start writing a

historical novel, she recognized

the need for a supportive com-

munity and approached Friends

of the Lafayette Library with her

idea of A Writer’s Place. The re-

sponse was immediate and en-

thusiastic. The Friends provide

administrative support and pro-

motion and the Lafayette Library

and Learning Center provides the

space.  

In addition to the monthly

meetings, A Writer’s Place offers

reasonably priced workshops led

by published authors. Scheduled

for March 6th is a workshop de-

signed to jumpstart would-be

writers, Write that Book Already,

led by authors Kathi Kamen

Goldmark and Sam Barry.

Lenhart also organizes visits from

local authors to talk about their

writing and publishing process.

Visitors last fall included San

Francisco Chronicle columnists

Jon Carroll and Adair Lara.

Writers Open House is free

and open to all writers. Each meet-

ing attracts eight to fifteen writers

coming from Oakland, Lafayette,

Moraga, Walnut Creek, Pleasant

Hill, Martinez, and even Brent-

wood. Lenhart says she’s pleased

with the interest and support.  “We

are feeling our way and seeing

how it goes.” 

For more information visit

A Writer’s Place Website:

http://www.awritersplace.com/

Celebrating 50 Years

Skills
Lifefor

Since 1961

Open Year-Round • Sign up now!

925-283-2100 • www.ShermanSwim.com
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• Private Swim Lessons, Year-Round
• Protected Warm Environment
• Classes in 90°-92° Water
• Diving Lessons    • Parties too!

Preschools Street
Kinder 
garten

Calendar Hours Min Age Phone Website

Lafayette
Apple Seed Little School NA year around 8am - 5:30pm 2 years (925) 962-9335 www.appleseedlittleschool.com
Building Bridges 1035 Carol Ln. Dev K year around 8am - 6pm 2 years (925) 283-6792 www.buildingbridgespreschool.com
Child Day School 1049 Stuart St. yes year around 6:45am -6:15pm 2 years (925) 284-7092 www.tcdschools.com
Diablo Valley Montessori School 3390 Deer Hill Rd. yes yr around option 7:30am - 6:00pm 3 months (925) 283-6036 www.dvms.org
Gan Ilan Preschool/ Temple Isaiah 3800 Mount Diablo Blvd. no summer option 8am - 3pm 2 years (925) 284-8453  www.temple-isaiah.org
Happy Days Learning Center 3205 Stanley Blvd. Pre K year around 7am - 6pm 2 years (925) 932-8088 www.eastbaypreschools.com
Joyful Beginnings 955 Moraga Rd. Pre K 8:45 -11:45am + 2 yrs., 7 months (925) 284-1143 www.eastbaypreschools.com
Lafayette Kids' Cottage Monroe Ave yes year around 8am-6pm 2 yrs, 9 months (925) 286-6848 www.lafayettekids.com
Lafayette Nursery School 979 First St. NA NA (925) 284-2448 www.lafayettenurseryschool.com
Merriewood Children's Center Burton Valley Schoool Pre K yr around option 9 - 11:30am + 1 year, 6 months (925) 284-2121 www.merriewood.org
Michael Lane Preschool 682 Michael Ln.  yr around option 9am - 1pm 2 yrs., 9 months (925) 284-7244 www.stanselms.ws/preschool
Old Firehouse School 984 Moraga Rd  Dev K year around 8am - 5:30pm 1 year   (925) 284-4321 www.oldfirehouse.com
Seedlings/LOPC 49 Knox Dr. Dev K summer option 9:15am - 4:15pm 6 months* (925) 284-3870 www.lopc.org

Moraga
Bright Beginnings 1689 School St. Dev K school year 8am - 4pm 2 yrs., 6 months (925) 376-2600 www.eastbaypreschools.com
Child Day School 372 Park St. Dev K year around 6:45am- 6:15pm 1 year (925) 376-5110 www.tcdschools.com
Creative Playhouse 1350 Moraga Way Pre K year around 7am - 6pm 24 months (925) 377-8314 www.eastbaypreschools.com
Growing Light Montessori School 1450 Moraga Rd. Pre K  7:30 - 6pm 18 months (925) 377-0407 www.growinglight.net
Growing Tree Preschool 1695 Canyon Rd. 8am - 4:30pm 18 months (925) 376-8280 www.growingtreepreschool.net 
Mulberry Tree Preschool 1455 St. Marys Rd. Junior K no 8:45am - 4:00pm 2 years (925) 376-1751 www.eastbaypreschools.com
MVPC Nurtury Preschool 10 Moraga Valley Ln. Pre K no 9am - noon +  2 years (925) 376-4800 x248 www.mvpctoday.org/nurtury
Saklan School 1678 School St. yes, full dayschool year 8:30am - 2:00+ 2  yrs., 9 months (925) 376-7900 x16 www.saklan.org

Orinda
Fountainhead Montesorri 30 Santa Maria Way year around 7am -  6pm 2-6 years (925) 254-7110 www.fountainheadmontessori.org
Holy Shephard Christian Preschool 433 Moraga Way no year around 9am - 2pm 2 years (925) 254-3429 www.holyshepherd.org
St. John Preschool 501 Moraga Way year around 7am to 5:30pm 2 years (925) 254-4470 www.eastbaypreschool.com
St. Mark's Nursery School 451 Moraga Way Dev K 9am - 2pm 2 yrs., 9 months* (925) 254-1364 www.stmarksnurseryschool.org
TOPS The Orinda Preschool 10 Irwin Way Pre K summer option 1/2 day morning 2 years (925) 254-2551 www.topsonline.org
St. Stephen's Preschool 66 St. Stephen's Dr. Pre K 9am to  noon 2 years (925) 283-1328 www.saintstephensorinda.org

Is Preschool in Your Family's Future?
It may seem like only yesterday that you were gazing in

awe at your newborn, then waiting for that first word,

first step, first everything. If finding a perfect place for your

child's first school experience is now on your to-do list, we

hope that our annual preschool directory can help you get

started.
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Community Service
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about their

activities.   Submissions can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Painting

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Foundations, drainage, remodel 

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
www.swartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more.  Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.  
Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Handyman - experienced in
all types of home repairs.
I am glad to discuss your repair
or project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. I show up. I clean up.

$3 per line in bold, 
$2 per regular line,
3 lines minimum  

(max 30 Characters per line)
Submit online:    

www.lamorindaweekly.com 

Services

GET ORGANIZED for 2011!!
Taxes, Closets, Garage!           
Call Shelly (925) 254-0329       

Wilma Mae Steele Connor
Wilma Mae Steele Connor,

known by family and

friends for her wisdom, wit,

and global perspective,

passed away peacefully on

January 31, 2011, in the

beautiful home she built in

Lafayette with her late

husband, Joseph Connor.  She

was 92.  

Wilma was born in a

farmhouse in Thurston,

Nebraska on March 22, 1918.  She spent her early years on

farms in the Midwest and then her family migrated to Seattle.

She graduated from West Seattle High School and earned a

Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Washington in

1939.  She birthed four children from 1940 to 1955.  Wilma

actively participated in the local Democratic Club and Parent

Teacher Associations.  She also enjoyed performing in several

plays in the Town Hall Theatre in Lafayette.  She earned her

teaching credential from the University of California Berkeley

in 1966.  She taught English and Journalism at Alhambra High

School in Martinez from 1966 to 1985.  

Wilma enjoyed creating a beautiful garden and an inviting,

artistic home. She greeted everyone with enthusiasm and

interest.  She appreciated and inspired family and friends in

her Lafayette home for 63 years.  Her amazing capacity to

educate and nurture will be missed forever.

She loved reading the New York Times and relished new

books.  Ever the optimist, she received her latest order of five

books a mere six days before she passed away from cancer.

Wilma is survived by four children, seven grandchildren,

six great-grandchildren and her brother, Robert Steele.  Her

children: daughter Sandra Thais Connor; daughter Tara Ross;

daughter Shelley O'Connor; and son Joe Connor.  Her

grandchildren: Brad Ross; Lisa Ross, Beth Ross; Ryan Ross;

Erin Nelson; Jarett Nelson and Mirabel Connor.  Her great-

grandchildren:  Tristen Ross; Brooklyn Ross; Gabrielle Ross;

Imani Ross; Nevah Spettigue-Ross and Leo Spettigue-Ross. 

Family and friends are invited to a memorial service at

2:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 20, 2011, at the Town Hall

Theatre, 3535 School Street in Lafayette.  

Wilma appreciated how much the George Miller Center

has enriched the life of her daughter, Sandra.  In lieu of

flowers, donations in Wilma's honor to the George Miller

Center Concord Campus, 3020 Grant Street, Concord,

California 94520, would be preferred.

Nerd4Rent.com
990 Moraga Road, Ste B, 
Lafayette *Offer applies to new Lamorinda clients only. Exp. 3/15/11, w/ coupon only.

FREE ½ Hour
Computer 

Service Call
schedule your 
appointment!

(925) 283-5666

“You are wonderful!  I will definitely call you again.
I will refer you friends, for sure.”     Megan-Moraga

100% No-Risk Guarantee
We want our clients to be super-pleased - in fact, absolutely
delighted- with everything we do.  So all of our work comes
with our ironclad, risk-free guarantee.  What does that mean?
Simply this:  If you aren't happy with our work within 14 days,
we'll do it over for free.  If you're still not thrilled you can have
your money back.  No questions asked.  No hard feelings. 
It's your choice.  We stand behind our work 100%.  

*

251 Lafayette Circle #240, Lafayette

283-WELL 

Become Healthy Once and for All
• Personal Plans  •  Weight Loss  •  Graceful Aging

(9355)

Give a 
gift certificate 

to someone 
you love!

New Location!

Kiwanis Club Presents Donation to EFO
Submitted by Sandra McGonigle 

Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley representative, Bruce Berman,

presented a check for $2,500 to members of the Educational

Foundation of Orinda, EFO. The Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley

follows its mission “to serve the children of the world” as proud

supporters of the Orinda schools. This donation helps EFO achieve

its goal of raising $1.5 million to support K-12 students at all six

Orinda schools this year.

From left: Jill Morris, Bruce Berman and Joan Kiekhaefer, EFO President
Photo provided

Lafayette Girl Scouts Celebrate 10 Years
Submitted by Chrissa Ventrelle (written by Colleen McCarty)

Young women in this community have

many choices about how to spend

their time so Lafayette Girl Scouts is proud

to acknowledge the following girls for com-

pleting 10 years in Scouting:

TROOP 31042, led by Geni Federas &

Linda Bailey:  Bronwyn Hutchison, Erin

Wurgley, Krista Federas, & Caroline Colvin

TROOP 31883, led by Mary Ilyin & Bar-

bara Cole:  Janie Hofmeister, Carolyn Cole,

& Kennedy Bloom 

TROOP 30632, led by Marguerite Brack-

ett:  Emily Hopper & Samya Faiq 

TROOP 32913, led by Laura Gambel &

Karen Thapa:  Emily Svensson, Julia Fel-

lows, & Annalise Baer 

TROOP 31983, led by Cathy Vanden-

berghe:  Indigo Catton, Julia Partlow &

Claire DeWolf

JULIETTE: Stephanie Burr

These girls have enjoyed ten years of

making friends, providing service to others,

camping, earning badges, selling cookies,

learning leadership skills, and having a lot

of fun!  The girls were honored at the

Lafayette Leader meeting on January 27th

by the Lafayette Coordinating Team,

Lafayette Leaders and their families.

From left; top row: Bronwyn Hutchison, Kennedy Bloom, Janie Hofmeister, Carolyn Cole;   bottom
row:  Erin Wurgley, Krista Federas, Samya Faiq, Emily Hopper.  Photo Sandra Patterson

Troop 246 Donates to SAFE
Submitted by Max Weinstein

The Boy Scouts of Moraga’s

Troop 246 donated over 160

stuff animals to the Moraga Police

Officers Association holiday col-

lection drive benefitting Stuffed

Animals for Emergencies. The

stuffed animals are given to chil-

dren in need after a disaster or

tragedy.   

Standing , from left: Sargent
Brian South, Max Weinstein, Paul
Ogle, Joe Zacharin, Charlie Chen,
Officer Will Davis; in front: Jackson
Hu, Ryan Baldwin

Photo provided

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925
5600-D S

 WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM
License #898787

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

FREE ESTIMATES

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)
1813 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

$250
Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.
Exp. 3-31-11

Vickers Rain Gutter (Ken)
Installation cleaning & repair.
Serving the Lamorinda area since 1980.
Senior discount and free estimates.
Lic. #677426 Ph. (925) 687-8831

Help offered

Outstanding Caregiver
My mother passed away in her
Orinda home in December.
Her beloved caretaker is now
seeking a new patient to help.
During the 7 ½ years she worked,
the family found her exceptional,
kind, compassionate, ethical and
highly competent.  She was self-
motivated, punctual, cheerful and
willing to do whatever was
needed.  For more info call 925-
962-0745. (No agencies please!)

For rent

2Bdrm, 1ba, single car garage,
small yard, washer/dryer hookup
in duplex. Just refurbished w new
kitchen. Small quiet pet ok.
$1600/mo/, Security deposit:
$1000 (can pay allotments w/in 90 days
after move in). 2033 Donald Dr,
MORAGA. Elementary and High
School in walking distance
dorotheamichalik@hotmail.com

Rentals

Residential Leasing and  

Property Management

Ed Basaldua (925) 899-9405

www.LamorindaRentals.com
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Download “Your” story from
www.lamorindaweekly.com

925.376.7776 kkatzman@pacunion.com www.pacunion.com

Keith Kat zman
Moraga Resident since 1966.

Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
Call Keith for your real estate needs!

A Member Of Real Living

Certified Green Builder

      

 

 

 

 
  

          

 

Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

(925) 376-5717
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

Martin Returns to THT with The Glass Menagerie
By Sophie Braccini

It’s little wonder that Artistic

Director Clive Worsley asks

Susannah Martin to come back

to Town Hall Theater every year.

The award-winning director,

who gave us The Importance of
Being Earnest and Rabbit Hole,

and is now shaping Tennessee

Williams’ The Glass Menagerie,

has strength and precision that

result in crisp and impactful pro-

ductions. One of Martin’s many

talents is her ability to select the
cast for each play.  Expect a

powerful experience in this in-

terpretation of The Glass

Menagerie.

The fact that 2011 marks

the100th birthday of Tennessee

Williams was icing on a cake

full of reasons that Martin

wanted to direct The Glass
Menagerie.  “This script is very

present and real, even if it is set

in the past,” she says, “it is ro-

mantic, greedy and hard edged.

Pretty astounding considering

it’s his first play.”

“I’ve loved Tennessee

Williams since I was very

young,” says Martin, who re-

members reading The Glass
Menagerie when she was

eleven, “I definitely related to

Laura and Tom.  The way they

want to find their place in the

world, the challenges of being

rejected or not heard.” Martin

thinks that the way the charac-

ters speak makes them jump off

the page, “They are so real and

contemporary,” she adds.  

“I think that we have a fan-

tastic cast,” states Martin, “all of

these actors bring immediacy to

this play, their work is so pres-

ent that it becomes visceral and

alive.  I needed four people who

were going to dive in.  They are

not a traditional casting, but they

are the best people for the play.”

Aleph Ayin’s Tom is raw,

uncensored, with an internal vi-

olence that burst at times.  “I am

boiling inside,” he says in the

play, and the spectator senses it.

His mother Amanda, played by

Heidi Abbott, is there right

alongside him.  During re-

hearsal, Abbott encouraged Ayin

to act out his emotions, “Making

it physical breaks down what

was getting in the way of really

hearing it,” she said.  

Martin trusts her actors but

pushes them to question

Williams’ every intention behind

every word.  “The play is im-

peccably structured, everything

is intentional,” she says, “but it

is not a realistic play, it is be-

tween realistic and expression-

ist.”  The play is narrated in the

past from the son’s point of

view; is he rewriting history,

wanting to do things differently?

At times a ghost seems to pull a

veil over the scene and for a sec-

ond the actors are suspended in

time.  The slight lapse in time

adds to the charm and mystery

of the play.

Laura, played by El Beh,

and Jim, played by Michael

Perez, form a very believable

tandem of characters.  She is

fragile, and extremely touching,

while Perez portrays with deter-

mination the young American

blessed with optimism.  Abbott

obviously enjoys exploring the

many facets of the great iconic

mother character, Amanda.

“It is a great pleasure to

work on a play written by such a

master of language,” said Ayin,

“every comma matters, there is

no gap, everything is meaning-

ful and timeless.  It’s an unlim-

ited world opening to you.”  

The enthusiasm and the

energy that this group of young

actors brings to the play should

make this performance one of

Town Hall Theater’s big suc-

cesses.  “Susannah and I talked a

lot early on about not wanting

this play to feel like a museum

piece – something that can hap-

pen when people approach such

an iconic piece of classic the-

ater,” said Worsley, “But rather

we wanted to concentrate on

what in the play is relevant to

contemporary audiences and

find ways to make the play feel

real and alive for us today. The

works of Williams have been

branded on the American psyche

and have become part of our

emotional lexicon, tools that we

use to explore and understand

ourselves and the world around

us. We're confident that our au-

diences will be delighted and

moved by this brilliant script

and thoughtful production.”

The Glass Menagerie will

be at the Town Hall Theater

from February 19 to March 19,

with previews on February 17

and 18, at 3535 School Street in

Lafayette.  The shadow cast

composed of teen actors will

perform on February 27 and

March 5. For tickets, call the

box office at 283-1557 or go to

www.TownHallTheatre.com.

El Beh plays Laura (forefront), Heidi Abbott plays Amanda (left) and Aleph Ayin
is Tom in Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie Photo Stu Selland
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CLEANING
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Orinda International
Film Showcase: 
First Great Hit and More
to Come
By Sophie Braccini

The success of the first of-

fering of the Orinda Inter-

national Film Showcase

exceeded all expectations.  So

many people came to see the

film Max Manus that an extra

week was added. Now picking

up on Efi Lubliner and Jo Alice

Canterbury’s success, a San

Francisco theater has picked up

the film. 

The second movie pro-

posed by the Orinda Interna-

tional Film Showcase at the end

of the month could prove just as

successful, and this time Orinda

will be the first in the United

States to present it to the public.

Many cheers and a few

even cried at the Cannes Festi-

val presentation of “Illegal” last

spring.   The movie tells the

story of an illegal Russian im-

migrant who had been living in

Belgium with her son for 8

years, who finds herself incar-

cerated in a detention center for

illegal immigrants and faces ex-

pulsion.  Director Olivier Mas-

set-Depasse present a   realistic

and blunt work of fiction, based

on personal research into the il-

legal immigrant retention cen-

ters in Belgium.  Actress Anne

Coesens, who plays Tania, car-

ries a lot of emotion, while

playing the visceral determina-

tion of her character.  The

movie will play at the Orinda

Theater from Friday, February

25  to Thursday, March 3. Go to

lfef.org for more information.

But that is not all for

Orinda. The East Bay Interna-

tional Jewish Film Festival,

which will run from March 5 to

the 13 and feature 50 independ-

ent and international movies, has

scheduled some of its showings

in Orinda.  The Matchmaker and

Naomi (Hitparzut X) will play

on March 12, and on March 13

moviegoers can choose from

nine different movies.  For more

information go to www.eastbay-

jewishfilm.org.

Michael Heller
BMW Concord

mlheller78@hotmail.com

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

The X5 is in!
Call Michael at 
925-998-2150

LeapFrog Plumbing
Plumbing is the heart

of the home.
LeapFrog 

offers a wholehouse 
checkup so you know
all systems are “go.”

We Hop To It 

The onecall plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper repiping
• Preventive checkups
• Design & remodeling
• Tankless water heaters

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service, exp. 2/28/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off

Whole-house checkup*

LeapFrog Loot
$59 off

Any plumbing repair 
or installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

Family-owned &
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

+$300

tax credit

Pack 645 Visits
Lamorinda Weekly

The 1st grade Cub Scouts of Lafayette Pack 645 paid us a visit

on Friday, January 21. We had a great time with them, and

received a nice thank you note from Cub Scout Jake. You're very

welcome, Jake!

Pack 645 Photo Doug Kohen
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ART

150 Years after the Civil War an

NEH-sponsored exhibition, Lee and
Grant, will be on view from through

Sunday, Mar. 20 at The Hearst Art

Gallery at Saint Mary’s College in

Moraga.  The museum is open to the

public Wednesdays through Sundays,

11am- 4:30pm.  Adult admission is

$4; admission is free for K-12th grade

students and Hearst members. A bat-

tlefield re-enactment, featuring nearly

one hundred NCWA volunteers, is

planned for Saturday, March 19, on

the Saint Mary’s College campus.  

Information: (925) 631-4379. 

The Lafayette Gallery is presenting

the Heart Throb Exhibit. Gallery

hours are Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-

5pm. Located at 50 Lafayette Circle,

Lafayette. Admission is free.  For

more information please call (925)

284-2788 or go to www.lafayette-

gallery.net.

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new

show, 2 plus 2 = 1, shorthand for

“Two Artists, Two Visions: A Singular

Experience,” The exhibit brings to-

gether paintings in various media by

Orinda’s Beryl Glen-Reiland and wa-

tercolors by Moraga’s George Ehren-

haft. The gallery is located at the

Rheem Shopping Center, 570 Center

Street, Moraga.  For more information

call (925) 376-5407.

MUSIC

Twelve recital pianists will entertain

with compositions by Chopin,

Brahms, Schubert, Beethoven and

other classical composers, as well as

20th century composers Joaquin Tu-

rina and Ludovico Einaudi. Sunday,

February 20, at 2pm. Located at the

Grace Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice

Creek Blvd., Walnut Creek. The public

is invited to this free concert. For more

information go to www.ccpas.org. 

Campolindo Orchestra Winter

Concert on Thursday, February 24

at 7:30 in the CPAC.  This will be a

benefit concert with the proceeds to

assist the Campolindo Orchestra's trip

to Beijing.  Featuring violinist Jeremy

Cohen, a three-time Grammy nomi-

nee, and Barry Green with his Green

Man Bass Group as guest artists.  An

evening of great music not to be

missed!  Tickets are $10 only and on

sale now.  Call 270-8083 to reserve

your ticket.  More information on

website www.campomusic.org. 

Generations In Jazz presents The

Big Band Of Rossmoor Feb 25 for a

big band dance and concert at The

Veterans Memorial Building. Tickets

are on sale at the Lafayette Chamber

of Commerce for $10. Reserve tick-

ets at 284-7404 or purchase at the

door. Free dance lessons are available

from 7-8pm with instructor Gail En-

right. Then the dance and concert be-

gins at 8pm. 

Campolindo Jazz Dinner Dance

featuring the Campolindo High

School Jazz Band, is coming up on

Saturday, February 26 at Temple Isa-

iah in Lafayette. Tickets are $55 ($60

after February 7) and on sale now.

Visit www.campomusic.org or con-

tact Diane Haley, 631-1439.

Voci, conducted by Jude Navari, is

seeking experienced choral singers

for all voice parts. Our spring concert,

entitled Double. The 24-voice ensem-

ble sings primarily classical music

from a wide variety of historical peri-

ods. Voci rehearses Wednesday

evenings from 7:30 to 10pm in

Orinda. For more information or to

schedule an audition, please contact

artistic director Jude Navari at jude-

navari@comcast.net.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre presents The
Glass Menagerie, by Tennessee

Williams, February 19-March 19,

with previews on February 17 & 18.

See article page L5.

The International Film Showcase

presents "Illegal", February 25-28.

See article on page L5

“Live at the Orinda" a champagne-

splashed evening of live professional

comedy on Friday, March 11th,

Orinda Theatre, Theatre Square,

Orinda. The whole community is in-

vited to fill the 750 seat Orinda The-

atre to laugh until your sides hurt.

Doors open at 7pm, 17 and over only.

Advance tickets: $30 ($35 at the

door). For more information and tick-

ets visit www.orindachamber.org.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

What: A panel on the Bay Area

housing and mortgage crisis and eco-

nomic and employment trends. Pan-

elists: Congressman John Garamendi,

10th Congressional District, Gary

Zimmerman, senior economist Fed-

eral Reserve Bank of San Francisco,

and Christopher George, founder and

CEO, CMG Mortgage. Moderated

by: Tomas Gomez-Arias, director,

Center for the Regional Economy,

Saint Mary's College. When: Friday,

February 18 from 1-3 pm.

Where: Claeys Lounge, Soda Activ-

ity Center, Saint Mary's College of

California, 1928 St. Mary's Rd., Mor-

aga.  Admission is Free.

Peace Corps at 50: Realizing the

Promise of Its Next 50 years- Lecture

by Kevin Quiqley who has more than

20 years of non-profit leadership ex-

perience in advancing international

understanding and civil society. A for-

mer Peace Corps volunteer in Thai-

land, he is President/CEO National

Peace Corps Association.  When:

Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 7 pm.

Where: Soda Activity Center, Saint

Mary's College, 1928 St. Mary's Rd.,

Moraga.   

On Wednesday, Feb 23 , Dr. Mar-

shall Zaslove will lead a meditation

workshop from 6-8 pm at the Orinda

Library using as a guide the book

“Inner and Outer Peace through Med-

itation” by Rajinder Singh. He will

present the latest medical and scien-

tific data and the benefits gained from

the exercise of this ancient practice.

This program takes place in the Gar-

den Room of the Orinda Library, 26

Orinda Way in Orinda. It is free to all.

For more info please visit ccclib.org

or call (925)-254-2184.

The Orinda Library will host a do-

cent talk on Tuesday, March 1 at 7pm

on Berkeley Repertory’s production

of Lynn Nottage’s Pulitzer Prize win-

ning drama, “Ruined.” This powerful

award-winning play provides a bleak

yet beautiful look at the lives of

women in the civil war ravaged land,

the Congo.

Gerald Henig, an Emeritus Profes-

sor of History at Cal State East Bay

and the author several books includ-

ing the award-winning book “A Na-

tion Transformed: How the Civil War

Changed America Forever” will

speak on Wednesday afternoon,

March 2, at 2:00 pm at the Moraga li-

brary, 1500 Saint Mary’s Rd. (925)

376-6852.

March 3rd, at 1pm, join Moraga li-

brary staff for a discussion of Geral-

dine Brooks’ 2005 Pulitzer Prize in

Fiction book “March: A Novel.”  The

book concerns an idealistic cleric, Mr.

March, who becomes a Union chaplain

and later finds himself assigned to be a

teacher on a cotton plantation that em-

ploys freed slaves.  Copies of “March:

A Novel” are available through the

County Library System.  The Moraga

library is located at 1500 Saint Mary’s

Rd, Moraga.  (925) 376-6852.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Have you ever wished you could

hear what really happens to our

tween/teen girls in middle and high

school? A panel of local high school

students from the Acalanes Union

High School District will share their

stories, their successes and their mis-

takes, and debunk some of the mis-

conceptions parents have about this

sometimes trying time for the girls in

our communities. Monday, February

28, from 7-8:30pm at Stanley Middle

School, in the Multi-Purpose Room,

in Lafayette. For more information go

to sister2sister.info.

Campolindo High School Parents

Club and Healthy Choices Commit-

tee will present a Teen Drug Sympo-

sium hosted in the Campolindo High

School Library on Monday, Feb. 28

from 7-8:30pm. The Symposium will

feature testimonials from local parents

and students who have dealt first-hand

with drug addiction and recovery. Ad-

ditionally, we will hear from Dr. Tim-

othy Browne, a local Psychologist

and addiction specialist.  For More In-

formation and to RSVP please contact

Roxy Klein at roxygklein@com-

cast.net.

OTHER

Fulbright Hosts Needed

Saint Mary’s College is offering a

wonderful opportunity for local com-

munity members to take part in peo-

ple-to-people diplomacy by  hosting

1 – 2 of our Southeast Asian Fulbright

women in their home.  The College

has organized a four-day leadership

seminar for the U.S. State Department

to prepare the students to return home

after completing their Master’s or

Doctorate degrees later this spring.

This special group of 40 Fulbright

women come from the countries of

Thailand, Burma, Laos, Cambodia,

Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines,

and Malaysia and will be on the cam-

pus of Saint Mary’s College and in the

Lamorinda communities from March

30 – April 2.  

Open your Home and Open a Door to

another country by hosting one or two

students from this amazing group.  Al-

though the scholars have been study-

ing at U.S. universities for the past 2 –

6 years, many of them have never

stayed in an American home.   Please

consider sharing your home with 1 or

2 of the Fulbright  students for 3

nights.  For those of you interested in

learning more about the great inter-

cultural sharing opportunity, please

contact Susan Miller Reid, Director,

Center for International Programs at

Saint Mary’s, at 925-631-4316 or by

email:  smiller@stmarys-ca.edu. 

Salsa & Bachata with Tomaj pres-

ents Salsa Mondays in Orinda. Be-

ginning class from 7-8, Intermediate

class from 8-9:30. It is a 6-week se-

ries, Jan. 10 - Feb. 28. Singles $72,

Couples $130; Drop-in: $15. Located

at the Orinda Community Center, 26

Orinda Way. Register at your first

class, or call (925) 254-2445.

The Ninth Annual “A Nite at the

Races” will be staged by Rotary Club

of Moraga on Saturday, March 12, at

the Holy Trinity Cultural Center on

School Street in Moraga. The cost is

$45 per person. The proceeds from

this event will help Moraga Rotary

fund its local and international youth,

educational, and humanitarian causes.

For information or reservations,

please contact Rotarian Frank May at

(925) 376-8195 or at mayfrl@com-

cast.net.

The “Starting Points” Series, led by

Pastor John Valentine, is Intended

for people seeking to discover (or re-

discover) what it means be a

Lutheran, a Christian and a child of

God. From 9:45-10:25am, Feb 6, 13,

27. Located at the Holy Shepherd

Lutheran Church 433 Moraga Way,

Orinda. For more information call,

Lisa - (925) 254-3422 or

lisa@holyshepherd.org.

Homeopathy On The Fly. Renita

Herrmann will focus on how to

quickly and efficiently use homeopa-

thy as a treatment process. Join us at

the Homeopathy Every Day Study

Group of Walnut Creek Thursday,

February 17, from 6-7pm. 43 Quail

Court, Suite 215. Cost: $9.00. For

more info see

http://myranissen.com/blog/?p=2008.

Grief Support Meetings, the Con-

tra Costa/Alameda County Wid-

owed Persons Support Group is

offering grief support meetings for the

recently widowed. These sessions are

run by widowed people. The meet-

ings will be Saturday January 15, Feb-

ruary 19 from 10am to 12noon. They

are held at St. Stevens Church, 66 St.

Stevens Dr., Orinda. You need not at-

tend all sessions. Just come when you

can. No reservation needed. For ques-

tions, please contact Penny Robb at

(510) 654-0974 or (925) 032-3448.

Aegis of Pleasant Hill announces a

series of educational programs de-

signed to enhance the skills of profes-

sionals working with people who

have dementia, their families and

caregivers. The first program is enti-

tled “It Takes a Family: Building Part-

nerships with Families Affected by

Dementia. Program presented by de-

mentia expert, Laurie White, MSW

on Wednesday, March 2, 2-5pm at

Aegis of Pleasant Hill, 1660 Oak Park

Blvd, Pleasant Hill. This is a FREE

event. RSVP 925-939-2700. 

Will your will stand up? Can you

trust your trust? With the new legal

& economic landscape, walk through

the important steps you need to create

certainty about your bequests. Located

at the Arts & Science Discovery Cen-

ter at LLLC. Tues. Feb. 23 9:30-11am.

The 3rd annual Moraga Classic

Car Show sponsored by the Moraga

Chamber of Commerce and 5A Rent

A Space will be held Saturday May

14 from 11am-4pm in the Rheem

Center. Please register your classic car

by visiting moragachamber.org or

visit 5A Rent A Space at 455 Moraga

rd Suite F. For more information

please call (925) 247-4629.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

The Lamorinda Republican

Woman, Federation Club will meet

Thursday February 17, at 11am. The

topic this week is “The Legal Case

Against Obamacare.” Our speaker

will be Brad Dacus, President, Pacific

Justice Institute. Located at the Orinda

Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante.

GARDEN

Moraga Garden Club meets Feb-

ruary 17, at the Holy Trinity Cultural

Center, 1700 School St., Moraga. The

general meeting is from 9:30—10:00

am. Our topic will be "Our Garden at

the Contra Costa Times," and our

speaker is Joan Morris, Editor of

Home and Garden Section at CCT.

Welcome to all.

The Northern California Camellia

Society presents our 65th Annual

show, Saturday February 19, from 1-

5pm. Those wishing to show their

flowers should arrive before 10:30am.

The show will be held at the First

Baptist Church of Walnut Creek,

2336 Buena Vista Ave., Walnut

Creek. For more information please

call, (925) 937-0188

CLUBS

The Suburban Woman's Club of

Lafayette meets on the 3rd Thursday

of the month at the Lafayette Com-

munity Center in the Elderberry

Room at 11:30am. The next meeting

will be February 17. We invite all

women over the age of 55 to join us.

Lunch is provided by the members

and an interesting speaker is sched-

uled. For more information on the

club and our activities contact Jean

Cappa at Jeanc43821@aol.com or

join us at the next meeting. We look

forward to seeing you.

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda

Branch 171 meets the first Wednes-

day monthly at Holy Trinity Culture

Center 1700 School St. Moraga.  So-

cial hour 11 am, lunch 12 pm.  The

after lunch speaker will be Scott B

Denison who has been the General

Manager for the Lesher Center for the

last 20 years.  He is also the Managing

Director of the Center Repertory

Company and over the years has di-

rected numerous production.  He will

speak on Creating an Art Center. For

membership information, call Larry at

(925)631-9528.

Not to be missed Not to be missed

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

www.refugecommunity.org  

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church   

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am   
 

 

YOU 
Are invited! 

925-942-1000 www.refugecommunity.org  

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church  

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am  
 

 

925-942-1000 

A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
Veterans Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Sundays at
10:30 am

The Orinda 

Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda
Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger925-254-3422

Lamorinda’s
Religious  Services

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am & 10am.
Music at both services. Choir at 10am.

Sunday School & childcare at 10am.

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19

Please submit:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am 
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Reading Room/Bookstore                  M - F  11 - 4; Sat 10 - 1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.

Programs for children & youth

Bay Area Psychotherapy Training Institute

Providing affordable counseling for the East Bay 

Psychotherapy for Adults, Adolescents, Children, 

Couples, Families, and Groups

For more information or to make an appointment, please call 

(925) 2842298

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite B201, Lafayette, CA 94549
www.bapti.org

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services

Monica Bustamante
Licensed Owner

Free Estimates

(925) 348-3761

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722                                 www.oslc.net 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
8:30  Classic    10:45 Contemporary
PROGRESSIVE.  PROACTIVE.
PRESENT. We welcome you.
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LAMORINDA’s Restaurants
download our Restaurant Guide 

from our web site at 
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,

which can be found at Across the Way in Moraga, 

www.amazon.com, and www.taxbites.net. 

Susie can be reached at suziven@gmail.com.

These recipes are available on our web site. Go to: 

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Many of our readers like Susie's recipes. Our website now features a link to our recipe page where

you can read, print or download all of the recipes  we have published.  If you would like to share

your favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call our office at 925-377-0977

356 Park Street, Moraga
(next to Rheem Theatre)

376-2872
Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner

www.kirinsushi.us

Japanese Restaurant

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

Offering:
• Super Healthy Food
• No Trans Fats, No Heavy Sauces
• Only Naturally Delicious Food at 

Affordable Prices
• Piano Music, and Love

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette
(near the Lafayette theatre) Reservations recommended

(925) 284-1330
Lic. Castro Ascarrunz, owner, chef, waiter, entertainer

Since 1963

A Blast from the Past
By Susie Iventosch

Delightful old recipes resur-

face from time to time and

with a wee bit of updating, they

make very nice “new” additions

to our recipe files.  My mom re-

cently pulled her mom’s chicken

and wild rice casserole out of the

file to take to her book club lunch-

eon in Graeagle. The recipe was

safely tucked into Do Bee’s (my

grandmother) file on two different

recipe cards—one from Maxine

Demeter and the other from Jean

St. Hill, both good friends from

her Orinda bridge club days.  Just

like today, they enjoyed their

potlucks and were always on the

lookout for the perfect new recipe

to share.  

My mom and I decided to

update the original, adding Kala-

mata olives, sundried tomatoes

and fresh basil, but who knows

what our daughters and grand-

daughters will add when they dust

off these recipes and add the lat-

est ingredients to hit market

shelves in 2050! 

Longtime Orinda-Moraga

resident Steve Thaw (a member of

Campolindo’s first graduating

class in 1966), brought to our at-

tention an award-winning recipe

his mom, June, submitted to The

Squire* back in June of 1968. Her

“Patio Steak Broil” won her a $5

gift certificate—good at any store

in the Moraga Center! 

The winning recipe was for

scored flank steak marinated in a

delicious-sounding concoction

made of melted butter, tomato

paste, garlic, pepper, red wine

vinegar and bay leaf. This seems

like it might be perfectly current

today, though Thaw, now a

vegan, would prefer to use it

with a veggie burger or eggplant!

“Both my mom and her

mom, Lula Taylor, were really

good cooks,” Thaw remembers.

“Anything my mom fixed for my

dad’s company potlucks were

the first to go. Her potato salad

was amazing.”

Her potato salad is still one

of his all-time favorites. 

“She always cooked the

potatoes just right … not too

mushy and not too underdone,

either,” he said.

After serving in both fronts

of WWII, Steve’s dad, Wallace,

worked for many well-known

companies from Standard Oil, to

Sherwin Williams, Cutter Labs

and Kaiser Center for Technol-

ogy, so June’s delicious cooking

enjoyed a wide audience. She

also served as president of the

Moraga Betas and the Welcome

Wagon, where her dishes were

always popular. 

Diagnosed with polio in

1954, June made all of her won-

derful dishes with the use of just

one of her arms.  But, this did not

cut down on her socializing—or

cooking efforts. Her many

friends took turns picking her up

and off they went to social and

philanthropic functions, goodies

in hand.

“My mom entered quite a

few recipes contests, and I now

have her huge box of cook-

books,” Thaw said. “I am an ad-

vocate for good food and diet

and I really appreciate home

cooking. My mom fostered that

outlook for me, not only with her

excellent cooking, but by taking

the time to make Christmas, gin-

gerbread and oatmeal cookies

with my twin brother, Russell,

and me.  Nowadays, I really

enjoy cooking and going to

vegan potlucks.”

Thaw says he makes his

own popular dish—a salad, and,

following family tradition, his is

also one of the first to disappear

at potlucks. The salad contains

spinach, almonds, sesame sticks,

blueberries, red onion, raw po-

tato, (yes, raw potato!), olives,

and “nearly any veggie you

like”, all dressed in a mustard-

balsamic dressing.  Maybe I can

get him to send us an official

copy, so we can share it with you

one of these days! 

More on financiers …

If you enjoyed the “fi-

nanciers” recipe from our last

issue, you may be interested in

knowing there is an actual “fi-

nanciers” pan available at Sur La

Table.  Lamorinda Weekly re-

porter Sophie Braccini, who hails

from France, said, “I don't think

that the shape of the 'moule'

changes much of anything, but

this distinctive shape makes the

little cake more noticeable.”

I’ve also seen them made in

fluted round shapes, which are

also really cute.

Here is a link to the rectan-

gular financiers pan:

http://www.surlatable.com/prod-

uct/PRO-612655/de-Buyer-Elas-

tomoule-Mini-Financier-Grid

*Check our archive for more arti-

cles about The Squire at

www.lamorindaweekly.com.

Copied from The Squire, June 1968 

Mrs. Wallace Shaw’s Award-Winning Patio Steak Broil
The Squire is very pleased to announce the winner of our recipe contest … Mrs. Wallace Thaw,
30 Woodside Drive, Moraga.
It was a very difficult contest to judge, since all entries were delicious. But, the judges finally se-
lected Mrs. Thaw’s Patio-Steak Broil for her unusual twist to the recipe.
Mrs. Thaw wins a $5 gift certificate good at any store in the Moraga Center. And, many thanks
for the other entrants for their very good recipes.
Patio Steak Broil
INGREDIENTS

About 2 lbs. flank steak, scored
2 tablespoons melted butter
1 tablespoon tomato paste
½ to 1 teaspoon garlic salt
½ teaspoon pepper
¼ cup red wine vinegar
1 cup water
1 bay leaf

DIRECTIONS
In a shallow dish, prepare marinade by blending together tomato paste, garlic salt, salt, pepper,
vinegar and water. Add bay leaf. Place steak in marinade overnight. Remove steak, also bay leaf.
Transfer marinade to small pan and add butter.  Place 4 to 5 inches from coals and broil 5 to 7
minutes, occasionally spoon marinade over top. Turn and broil additional 5 to 7 minutes or until
desired doneness. Add topping, slice diagonally and serve.
Toppings
Whip ¼ cup butter until fluffy, add 2 cups shredded cheese. Beat until smooth. Or, lightly fold 2
tablespoons chili sauce, 1 tablespoon chopped onion, and 1 teaspoon prepared horseradish
into ½ cup sour cream.

Chicken & Wild Rice Casserole
INGREDIENTS
1 cup brown rice, cooked (1 cup before cooking)
1 cup wild rice, cooked (1 cup before cooking)
1 large yellow onion, coarsely chopped and caramelized in olive oil
3/4 cup chopped sundried tomatoes
1 cup (pitted and quartered) Kalamata olives
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cooked and cut into bite-sized pieces
2 Italian turkey sausages, cooked, casing removed and cut into bite-sized pieces (optional),
about 1½ cups bite-sized sausage bits.
1½ cups grated Parmesan (or sharp white cheddar, or both!)
1 can cream of chicken soup or cream of mushroom soup (can use two cans, but I prefer to use just one)
2 teaspoons Pick-a-Pepper Sauce
1 tablespoon Soy Sauce
¼ fresh basil leaves, cut into fine strips or chiffonade
DIRECTIONS
Cook rice according to directions.  Mix all ingredients
(reserve ½ cup cheese) and pour into greased 9x13
inch casserole dish.  Sprinkle reserved cheese over the
top. Bake at 3500 until hot and cheese is bubbly.
Note* The original recipes called for diced celery,
mushrooms, green pepper and sometimes shrimp,
too, but no olives, basil, or sundried tomatoes.  I’ve used
feta cheese, too. You can definitely integrate your favorite
ingredients into this dish!

From left: Russell, June and Steve Thaw Photo courtesy Steve Thaw

Photo Susie Iventosch

L iv e at the Orin

da

Live at the Orin

da

Live at the Orin

da

Ed Tracey

Dan St. Paul

G. King

Vic Dunlop
John Fox

Denny Johnston

Doors Open 7pm • Open Seating • Showtime 8 pm
$30 advance • $35 at the door

Comedy & Champagne!
Advance tickets available @ www.orindachamber.org

and at  First Republic Bank on 224 Brookwood

In Affiliation with Tommy T’s Comedy Club in Pleasanton and The Lamorinda 
Film  and Entertainment Foundation. Benefiting Orinda Non-Profits
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Ken C. Young - Fine Art Images
Senic Note Cards
Moraga and St. Mary’s

See many of my
Note Cards
at 
www.Kynotecards.com

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting

in my home
Lisa Gillett

1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Moraga, CA 94556(925)631-1063

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California Brake, 

Lamp & Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

Dirty House?

www.totalclean.biz
376.1004

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 9-4, Sun closed

www.theupsstore.com

Shipping
Coying, Finnishing
Printing Services

Notary Services
Postal Services
Business Services

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Terry Wolff Stratton
HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga, (925) 437-2076

925 - 377 - 1908

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

$1 OFFWatch BatteryWith This Coupon.

354 Park Street 
Moraga 

(Next to Rheem Theater)

925-376-1888 www.TheTickTockStore.com
1547-A Palos Verdes Mall

Walnut Creek
(In Lunardi’s Center)

We Make
House Calls

On Grandfather
Clocks!

The Tick Tock Store
The Right Place For The Right Time

Batteries • Bands •Repair
FREE Estimates

Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center
Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 

(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)
Moraga’s Premier Salon

40% off
mineral makeup *

(* discontinued colors)

925 country club drive   moraga  ca

t 925.376.3486        f 925.376.3503

www.canyonconstruction.com

C A N Y O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N

professional remodeling & custom homes

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Suite A
Moraga    •    (925) 3762020

O P T O M E T R Y

CA License:  #616357 and Insured

376-3380   MORAGA
steven_thaw@yahoo.com

FREE ESTIMATES   IMPECCABLE REFERENCES

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Formerly from SIXTO’s
925-286-2023

SHARON

now at
Reflexion Salon

508 Center Street
next door to Mountain Mike Pizza

Watch for Love Lafayette March 2nd  Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

`ÉÜtzt exàÜxtà VtÜx
Luxurious Residential Care for the Elderly

Our residents receive Assistance with activities of 
daily living, medication management, home 

made meals, housekeeping and laundry, 
entertainment and wellness programs.

Tel 925.376.CARE (2273)   Fax 925.376.7137
moragaretreat@comcast.net Lic#: 075601205

Rheem Shopping Center next to CVS 376-5407

Open Tue. - Sun. 
12-5 pm

New show, 2 plus 2 = 1,   
Two Artists, Two Visions: 
A Singular Experience

Beryl Glen-Reiland, Orinda  
George Ehrenhaft, Moraga

Show runs until March 18th

Rheem Valley Center  •  Moraga  •  (925) 376-8399

www.lafayettepet.com
Carrying everything you need 

for your pets!

Small Animal Grooming
Small Animal Boarding

Holistic Pet Food
Huge Selection of Toys & Pet Accessories

Now
open 

SUNDAYS 

11-3

Lafayette/Rheem Valley Pet Shoppe

Providing the market edge for you
• Home Staging
• Color Consultation 
• Redesign,giving a fresh look 

with your own items
Nikolene Isely, MA, CSP,LGLS,IDS

Staging By Design
cell (925) 360-0947
www.stagerbydesign.com

since 1987

Yaron Shoshan, Moraga
(925) 376-7077

SPECIAL
10% OFF*

any landscaping or 
maintenance service

Gardening Solutions Co.
Landscape Contractors

• Design & Installation
• Relandscaping
• New Lawn • Ground Covers
• Rock Gardens
• Sprinkler Systems • Drip Irrigation
• Decks • Fences • Concrete Work

YARD MAINTENANCE

* Please present coupon at time of estimate. 
New clients only. Exp. 6/30/11

Lic. #783598
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A Tale of Two House Flips    ...read on page OH6

Solar Ovens ñ From Lafayette to Kabul
By Sophie Braccini

S
charline Howell set the que-
sadilla on the solar stovetop 15

minutes before I arrived.  When I was
directed to the Howells’ backyard, the
cheese had melted and the tortilla was
browning in the pan, ready to eat.  On
a nearby table, Jack Howell set up a
solar oven he built 20 years ago and still
uses today.  The sun on this February
morning was already warming the air
and the thermometer set at the center
of the oven read 300 degrees F.  

          
100 such solar ovens, constructed

under Howell’s direction for Budd
MacKenzie’s Trust in Education, will
soon be shipped to Kabul, Afghanistan.
(See www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue0313/Budd-MacKenzie-
a-Man-Consumed-by-his-Passion-for-
Freedom.html or
www.trustineducation.org.)

          
About thirty years ago, Howell

founded Morning Sun Press, a publish-
ing company that he still manages part-
time today. In 1978 he met Dan Halacy,
who designed solar cookers that could

be built very inexpensively.  Howell
published Halacy’s book, Cooking with
the Sun, and built the solar cookers he
still uses. “They last forever,” says How-
ell, “as long as you keep them out of the
rain.”

          
“The stovetop cooker is made of

cardboard, with a Mylar coating, an
EMT pipe attached at the center with a
floor flange, and a holder for the pan,”
explains Howell, “it is very easy to as-
semble, and weights only three pounds.
We take it everywhere – for picnics and

on trips.”  Howell, who according to his
wife is the cook of the family, says he
can do anything in the cooker; pieces
of chicken, potatoes, pizza, casseroles,
just like on a regular stovetop.  The
Lafayette resident thinks solar cookers
are a great addition to an earthquake kit
or emergency plan.

          
The oven is a slightly heavier con-

struction that sits on a plywood frame
The sides are made of cardboard cov-
ered in Mylar as well.  The center – the
oven itself – is made of foam painted
black to retain the heat.  “The paint has
to be a special non-toxic material,” says
Howell, “for the 100 ovens for
Afghanistan, we got a special deal from
Ecohome Improvement in Berkeley,”
Howell explains. “We use the oven for
slow cooking food,” he adds, “The tem-
perature reaches 350 degrees after 40
minutes of pre-heating.  It takes about
1½ hours to cook a whole chicken.”  

          
When he met MacKenzie, Howell

knew he had found a new outlet for the
oven.  “At first I was too busy to think
about it,” says MacKenzie, “but I told
Jack, if you run it, I’ll support it!”
MacKenzie took a trial sample of five
solar cookers that Howell built to
Afghanistan and after testing in refugee
camps they decided to build 100.  “Peo-
ple in camps are the least likely to be
able to afford the wood that they use to
cook and sterilize the water,” says
MacKenzie, “70% of their wood supply
is consumed just to boil water.  In a
country that has 300 days of sun a year,
it is at least a very cost effective way to
sanitize the waster.”  

          
... continued on page OH4

Scharline and Jack Howell cooking solar. Photo Sophie Braccini



OUR HOMES       Wed., February 16, 2011 Page: OH 2

Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
LAFAYETTE
1031 Sunrise Ridge Drive, 94549, JP Morgan Chase Bank, 01-10-11,
$1,004,500, 3422 sf, 4 bd
MORAGA
2129 Ascot Drive #19, 94556, Bear Stearns, 01-10-11, $91,350, 432 sf, 1 bd
12 Josefa Place, 94556, Bank of America, 01-13-11, $501,236, 1845 sf, 2 bd
ORINDA
44 Estabueno Drive, 94563, US Bank, 01-14-11, $865,202, 1901 sf, 4 bd

LAFAYETTE
3180 Camino Colorados, $915,000, 4 Bdrms, 1935 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 
1-11-11; Previous Sale: $1,079,000, 06-29-05
3959 Cowan Road, $585,000, 3 Bdrms, 1680 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 
1-11-11; Previous Sale: $1,070,000, 06-13-07
580 Francis Drive, $650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2468 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 1-12-11
715 Las Trampas Road, $1,462,500, 4 Bdrms, 3316 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $925,000, 06-29-01
1163 Pleasant Hill Circle, $825,000, 3 Bdrms, 1805 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 
1-11-11; Previous Sale: $450,000, 04-23-10
3142 Sandalwood Court, $875,000, 5 Bdrms, 3782 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 
1-24-11
1023 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,245,000, 4 Bdrms, 3422 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt,
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $1,579,000, 04-03-07

MORAGA
142 Cypress Point Way, $760,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $905,000, 08-30-07
144 Greenbriar, $695,000, 2 Bdrms, 2029 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 1-10-11
1047 Larch Avenue, $725,000, 3 Bdrms, 1460 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $717,000, 09-23-04
452 Millfield Place, $827,500, 5 Bdrms, 2377 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $725,000, 12-28-01
39 Miramonte Drive, $389,000, 3 Bdrms, 1447 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $651,000, 03-13-06
70 Miramonte Drive, $415,000, 2 Bdrms, 1762 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 
1-19-11; Previous Sale: $40,500, 12-13-84
41 South Merrill Circle, $1,348,000, 4 Bdrms, 3425 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 
1-12-11; Previous Sale: $1,615,000, 07-20-07

ORINDA
63 El Gavilan Road, $625,000, 3 Bdrms, 2175 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 1-14-11
29 Knickerbocker Lane, $895,500, 2 Bdrms, 2880 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 
1-20-11
221 La Espiral, $750,000, 2 Bdrms, 2087 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 1-14-11
383 Miner Road, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3845 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 
1-14-11; Previous Sale: $1,701,000, 10-11-07
83 Muth Drive, $982,000, 4 Bdrms, 1765 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 1-21-11

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
LAFAYETTE          Last reported: 6
   LOWEST  AMOUNT: $585,000
  HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,462,500
MORAGA                Last reported: 7
  LOWEST  AMOUNT: $389,000
  HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,348,000
ORINDA                  Last reported: 5
  LOWEST  AMOUNT: $625,000
  HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,300,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oak-
land real estate information company.  Sale prices
are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close
of escrow and are published five to eight weeks
after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor
this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

Lamorinda Weekly  
Please call for advertising 925-377-0977
Delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda. 

25,000 printed copies and it’s all 
online:  www.lamorindaweekly.comwww.villageassociates.com

Desperately Seeking the 
Following Homes in Lamorinda

for Qualified Buyers!
These buyers have already viewed the current inventory and have not found the “right

house”.  Do you have that house and are you thinking of selling this spring?

3bedroom, 2.5 bath home in Orinda--buyer's physical requirements are for a single level updated
home under $900,000. 
Call or email Bruce Maxon at (925) 253-2144, ibruce@comcast.net, CDRE# 00877963

4 bedroom, 2 bath, at least 2100 sq'  with an ample yard, "big enough to throw a ball", in Burton
Valley or the Trail Neighborhood of Lafayette. Buyers will pay up to $1,100,000, possibly more if
there is a separate in-law apartment or cottage. 
Call or email Pamela Halloran at (925) 323-4100, pamela@pamelahalloran.com, CDRE#00936191

5 bedroom, 3 bath, at least 3,500 sq' with a flat yard for small children to play. Move-in condition,
traditional style preferred $1,400,000-$1,800,000. Anywhere in Lamorinda. 
Call or email April Matthews at (925) 200-0773, aprilmat@comcast.net,  CDRE#01221153

4 bedroom, 3 bath, at least 3,000 sq' with good yard access for entertaining.  Views are a plus.
$1,000,000-$1,400,000. Orinda Country Club or Tahos area. 
Call or email April Matthews at (925) 200-0773, aprilmat@comcast.net,  CDRE#01221153

3 or more bedrooms, 31/2 baths, 3,000 sq', contemporary style with easy yard access for
entertaining. $1,000,000.-$1,450,000. Orinda only.
Call or email April Matthews at (925) 200-0773, aprilmat@comcast.net,  CDRE#01221153

3 plus bedrooms, 2 plus baths, level out yard in Lamorinda. Quiet street. Cosmetic fixer ok.
Flexible timing.  $600,000-$750,000.  
Call or email Karen Murphy at kmurphy@villageassociates.com  (925) 788-6322, CDRE#00699318

4 bedrooms, 3 baths, family room.  2800 plus sq'.  Up to $1.2 million in Orinda.  Timing is flexible. 
Call or email Karen Murphy at (925) 788-6322,  kmurphy@villageassociates.com, CDRE#00699318

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, level out grassy yard in Lamorinda.  Move in condition.  Up to $1.2 million.  
Call or email Karen Murphy at (925) 788-6322,  kmurphy@villageassociates.com, CDRE#00699318

Lovely young family looking for home in North Orinda with privacy, wooded feel, smaller yard
okay, minimum four bedrooms, love mid century architecture - $1,600,000 budget.  Willing to do
cosmetic work.  
Call or email Debbie Johnston at (925) 285-8556, Djohn55524@aol.com, DRE#01203673

Growing family looking for home in Lafayette (first choice) or Orinda - want a great yard, like higher
ceilings open floor plan, love a playroom, neighborhood feel a plus - $1,500,000 budget.  
Call or email Debbie Johnston at (925) 285-8556, Djohn55524@aol.com, DRE#01203673

93 Moraga Way, Ste 103
Orinda 
(925) 254-0505 ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

If your property is currently offered for sale through a real estate broker or you are working with another broker, this
ad is not intended as a solicitation.  Village Associates is happy to work with your broker and cooperate fully, DRE
License #01301392.



THE PIPER GROUP

Christine
Gallegos

Kurt 
Piper

Marianne
Greene

Christine
Curran

GET CONNECTED

Lafayette Orinda Moraga Walnut Creek & Beyond

Go to www.kurtpiper.com to learn more.

Kurt Piper
Broker Associate/Group Leader

kurt@kurtpiper.com

(925) 253-2527

Part of Lamorinda’s
#1 Real Estate firm,
Village Associates
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MacKenzie’s volunteers have been spending their Sundays

working in Trust in Education’s warehouse.  “The ovens are al-
most complete,” said MacKenzie, “the team still needs some
handy volunteers.”  

          
Howell believes that solar ovens are a great solution in

many different environments.  According to Sperling’s “Best
Places to Live,” there are 262 sunny days per year in Lafayette,
so solar ovens can be used 72% of the time, saving on gas and/or
electricity.  They are lightweight units perfect for outdoor and
emergency cooking.  In developing countries they are an inex-
pensive solution to the serious problem of indoor air pollution
that some areas are crippled with – according to the World Bank,
indoor air pollution ranks eighth globally among health risk fac-
tors, and fourth in developing countries (indoor air pollution is
due to the use of low-cost, widely available traditional energy
sources such as coal and bio-mass for cooking and home heat-
ing.)

          
The original book, “Cooking with the Sun,” by Beth and

Dan Halacy, is out of print.  Interested individuals can buy a solar
cooker how-to booklet on the Morning Sun Press website at
//home.ix.netcom.com/~jdhowell/ (go to Morning Sun Press
Products).

Solar Ovens ñ From Lafaye
...continued from page OH1

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

IDEAL DOWNSIZE/STARTER HOME

VLATKA BATHGATE
925.597.1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
DRE#01390784

Charming 1667 sqft cottage with 2 bedrooms plus office/bonus room

and open floor plan with oodles of light.

Luxuriously appointed bathroom, gleaming hardwood floors, dual pane

windows. Big flat backyard with privacy.  Secluded location within walking

distance to downtown and  BART. Priced at $658,000

136 Spring Rd, Orinda
www.136SpringRd.com

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

A family in a refug

Jack Howell (righ

The frame of the solar stovetop is made of cardboard 
Photo Sophie Braccini
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ette to Kabul

Wendy Holcenberg

wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
DRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg

michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
DRE#01373412

607 Nantucket Ct., Walnut Creek

Updated, Energy-Efficient, Pheasant
Run Beauty with Excellent Schools
Updated 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath two-story

home located on a cul-de-sac. New carpet

& paint, dual-paned windows, solar system

that powers much of the home’s

electricity, raised ceilings, 2 fireplaces, level

yard with lawn and deck areas. Living

room with formal dining area, granite

kitchen open to family room. Indoor

laundry. Updated baths. Close to private

pool club, walking trails & park. Excellent

schools, including Northgate High School.

Offered at $679,900
www.607NantucketCourt.com

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

First
 open Sun. 1-4

Joan Cleveland
Broker, MBA

“The consummate
professional”

W.W., Orinda client

Office: 925-254-0505
Cell: 925-200-2909

DRE# 00592537

joancleve@aol.com

Joan’s 34 years of success
in real estate is the result
of the satisfaction of
her many repeat and
referral clients who value
her expertise, negotiating
skills and professionalism.
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gee camp in Afghanistan receives a solar oven. Photo Budd MacKenzie

ht) constructs ovens with other Trust in Education volunteers.
Photo Budd MacKenzie
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A Tale of Two House Flips
By Cathy Tyson

Exterior of Ruth Court home in Lafayette before remodel.  Photos Cathy Tyson Current view of Ruth Court house, construction should be completed in March.

Original La Espiral home in Orinda before flip.  Photo provided Interior of finished remodel. Photo provided

T
here used to be shows on cable tele-
vision highlighting the process of

flipping a house: buy a fixer-upper at a low
price, do some improvements and sell
quickly  – making a profit on the deal.
That was back in the day when it seemed
like real estate prices in California, and
elsewhere could never go down and there
were actual buyers with, cough, bank-ap-
proved financing.  The $64,000 question
these days is, has California’s roller coaster
real estate market hit bottom and can a
contractor looking to quickly turn over a
house make money on it? 

          
According to Fannie Mae, the

largest U.S. mortgage buyer, home prices

will probably start to gain in the third
quarter of 2011.  Dean Okamura, a real-
tor with Pacific Union in Orinda, agrees,
“2010 was better than 2009 for the most
part, values are not falling as rapidly as
they were, but there is still a ton of Short
Sales and a few REO’s out there – both
drag values south.”  He feels that good lo-
cations and values sell quickly and the
market is picking up volume.  Local
home sale data demonstrate just that, for
example in 2010 - 271 homes sold in
Lafayette, compared to just 206 in 2009.
Moraga saw a similar gain from 124 in
2009 to 167 in 2010, Orinda went from
166 sales in 2009 to 182 in 2010.

          
Is it possible to buy low and sell

high?  Two Lamorinda contractors are
attempting to do that very thing – and
are willing to take the risk to, hopefully,
get the reward.

          
Contractor Robert Vallentyne pur-

chased a very distressed property on La
Espiral in Orinda .   Carolyn Lacy and
Stan Whal got in at the ground level on
a home that had been declared a nui-
sance on Ruth Court in Lafayette.  They
had hoped to turn it around quickly, but
a number of liens on the property stalled
the project for months.  

          
Vallentyne worked his way through

the construction management program

at Cal State Sacramento while a young
single parent.  He enjoys transforming
“the worst home in the neighborhood to
the best.”  He describes the house on La
Espiral as rotting away and the subject of
numerous complaints.  He purchased the
property just before foreclosure with the
help of some family members.  By taking
advantage of the lower area they more
than doubled the square footage from
1800 square feet to 4000.  The new
“flipped” incarnation is completely dif-
ferent than the prior home.  It now has
five bedrooms, 3 plus baths, a wine cellar
and a very spacious laundry room.  

                           
... continued on next page  
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Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real

Estate needs to experience the

integrity, professionalism and

results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family
in your neighborhood since 1989.

Office: (925) 253-2148

Residence: (925) 254-8088

Cell: (510) 918-8911

honens@pacbell.net

DRE License #01327738

Mortgage rates are at historical lows
Best time to buy or refinance a home
or investment property

Kyle Davis
MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

80% Loans to $2,000,000

75% Loans to $3,000,000

We use experienced local Appraisers

Providing Premier Loan products 
and service.
For current rates call Kyle 
at 925-314-5299.

Fax: (925) 831-9161

kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347
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With three bedrooms and two bathrooms the house on Ruth Court that

contractor Stan Wahl and partner Carolyn Lacy bought has approximately 1750
square feet.  Wahl estimates the remodeling process will be complete in March.
There were quite a few complicated liens on the property that had to be ad-
dressed before construction started.  Wahl describes that process as, “herding
cats.”  Wahl has completed six flips over the last two years and managed to make
a profit every time, “it pays the bills” he said.  Once the homes are all fixed up,
“they sell quickly,” he added. 

          
“Our specialty is locating distressed homes in the Lamorinda area that

can be thoroughly rehabilitated and put back on the market for a quick sale,
slightly below market (price) so a family can enjoy the home, the neighborhood
and the city,” said Lacy.  She hopes the scheduled replacement of the street this
year happens sooner rather than later because, “it definitely needs it.”

          
Contractor Jerry Isaacs of Moraga Remodel and Construction advises

caution in house flipping:  “While houses can be bought at very low prices, the
possible profit factors still remain the same -and in fact are, in my opinion, even
riskier than before.  The carrying costs plus the remodeling costs and commis-
sions are pretty much the same, and when the house is done and ready, there
are just not very many buyers out there.”

          
He continues to look at "fixer-uppers" but says nearly every single one

pencils out as barely break even, “We can buy cheap, but we have to sell cheap.”
Jerry’s advice:  “If folks have the money to remodel, I believe now is a great
time.  We are all bidding jobs for less money than we have in years - the com-
petition has become brutal.  It's a perfect time for a first time buyer, or, families
that want to stay put for a while.”  

          
Rob Olson, an experienced realtor also with Pacific Union, believes that

flipping is more dangerous these days; the market is completely different than
what it was from 2000 – 2005.  Profitability depends on the amount of work
needed, “Cosmetic fixer is the best way to go today.  A partial tear down and
major improvements can get expensive fast,” said Olson.

          
He recommends buying the worst house in a great neighborhood at a low

price for a successful flip.  “It can be worthwhile; you can definitely increase
the value of a property by sprucing it up – with paint, updating the kitchen and
bathrooms, replacing windows – you should get your money out and then
some.” 

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

... House Flips continued

- New Custom Builds    
-  Additions    
-  Custom Kitchens    
-  Custom Baths
-  Doors/Windows    
-  Tile/Pavers

-  Foundations:
- Re-Leveling
- Structure Repair
- Drainage Systems

-  Retaining Wall

-  Electrical/Custom Wiring

510-385-8251 • MaraConst@comcast.net
W W W . M A R A C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20th YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

MARA CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

View projects and style ideas at our updated Website.
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93 Moraga Way, Suite 103
Orinda, CA 94563

(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
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ORINDA

23 Heather Lane
Architectural Digest stunner! Soaring ceilings,

hdwd flrs, pvt mstr retreat, gorgeous kitchen.

Renovated thruout w/finest materials, beaut

setting w/lovely view, lvl lawn.

Offered at $1,489,000

ORINDA

20 Snow Court
Lg 5bd/3.5ba home in quiet, serene Lost Valley.

Over 4200 sf, 2 fam rms, lvl play area, fenced

veggie garden w/raised beds. Valley & Mt. Diablo

views. Close to schools/shopping/commute.

Offered at $1,495,000

ORINDA

37 Oak Road
Dramatic 5bd/4ba 5006 sf cust trad on beaut

.68 ac lot among redwood & oaks. Lux mstr re-

treat w/frplc, updated kitchen, ofc/library, wine

cellar for 1620 bottles & tasting room.

Offered at $1,495,000

ORINDA

239 Sundown Terrace
Orinda Downs jewel! Cusomt trad 5bd/3ba,

3468 sf on premium cul-de-sac lot. Lux mstr

w/frplc, hickory hdwd flrs, chef's kitchen,

dining/fam combo w/frplc, patio & play areas.

Offered at $1,895,000

ORINDA

136 Manzanita
Spectacular newly blt 4000 sf custom Santa

Barbara style home seldom found in area.

4bd/3.5ba of incredible design & custom ap-

pointments. A world of charm!

Offered at $1,995,000

MORAGA

2092-2094 Donald Drive
Charming ranch-style duplex each with

2bd/1ba & 1-car garage. All dual panes, hdwd

in LR, DR & kitchen. Pvt bckyd in wooded

setting. Top schools.

Offered at $699,000

MORAGA

39 Sea Pines
Open floor plan, lg living rm, fam rm w/blt-ins,

frplc & office area w/skylights. Eat-in kitchen

w/slab granite, lots of storage. Borders 5th green of

MCC. Great views.

Offered at $730,000

MORAGA

4 Sparrow Court
Charming as can be 4bd/2ba home w/hdwd flrs,

French doors, dual panes, beaut updated bath-

rooms. Grt space incl sep fam rm, lovely brick

patio, pvt yard. Cul de sac location.

Offered at $795,000

MORAGA

20 Greenfield Drive
Lots of saquare footage, flexible floor plan, pvt

lvl backyard, fabulous area for in-home office,

convenient to elementary, trail, park. Wonderful

home, great buy!

Offered at $865,000

MORAGA

7 Gloria Court
Updated 4bd/3ba on cul de sac with

hardwood floors, Andersen sliders and an

ideal in-law or teen set up. Lovel private play

yard...move in ready!

Offered at $899,000

MORAGA

927 Augusta Drive
Located at the end of a cul de sac this

professionally decorated 4+bd/2.5ba home is

most desirable. Privacy, views and an open space

feeling make this a choice spot in MCC!

Offered at $1,020,000

LAFAYETTE

1267 Laurel Lane
AMAZING setting/HUGE pvt creekside yard

w/pool, views, gardens, more. Remodeled &

updated 4bd/2.5ba hm in desirable

Springhill...close to town, trails, schools, BART.

Offered at $1,095,000

LAFAYETTE

3919 So. Peardale Drive
Fabulous sgl lvl updated 6bd/4ba hm. Tons of

natural light, hdwd flrs, vaulted ceilings. LR

w/custom frplc & sep alcove. Marvelous

great rm, kit w/wine bar, separate pantry.

Offered at $1,335,000

WALNUT CREEK

416 Beacon Ridge Lane
Beaut updated approx 1800 sf w/fab newly

landscaped garden/yard. Great location

surrounded by rolling hills but nr Laf schools,

shopping, hiking, good commute.

Offered at $679,000

WALNUT CREEK

987 Monet Circle
4bd2.5ba built in 2000. High ceilings, loads of

light. Convenient location close to shopping,

commute, trails, etc. Elegant, functional home.

Offered at $725,000

WALNUT CREEK

6001 Horseman's Canyon Drive
Beaut detached 2+bd/2ba home in Rossmoor. All

1=lvl w/high ceilings thruout, gourmet kitche,

eat-in area, LR, DR, plantation shutters, recessed

lights, 2-car gar, views.

Offered at $899,000

Sunday Open House 
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New ListingNew Listing

Pending New Listing New Listing New Listing




