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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

ACS Air Conditioning Systems
5151-C Port Chicago Hwy., Concord, CA 94520

(925) 676-2103 • www.ACSystemsInc.com
Save Energy and Save Money

 Since 1969

 It’s 
 GOOD!

License# 632329

CASH & INCENTIVES UP TO $1,175 WHEN YOU UPGRADE 
TO A HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM 

BY DEC 31ST, 2011.
*After $50 rebate 

Call for Details Exp 12/2/11.

FURNACE 
MAINTENANCE

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

FALL SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

New Sports Field at Camino Pablo
Elementary
By Sophie Braccini

The bell rang at 10:55 a.m.

on Thursday, December 8.

Like a flock of birds taking over

a newly-seeded field, the children

of Camino Pablo Elementary

(CP) in Moraga ran running and

screaming, on that crisp and

bright morning, across the new

sports field.  The grass took it

well. 

     

Officials from the Town of

Moraga, the School District and

the East Bay Regional Park Dis-

trict (EBRPD) looked on in de-

light – they had just finished an

inauguration ceremony for the

new field.

     

“What is nice about this field

is that it can be used in different

configurations for different

sports,” said Harry Crouch, Park

and Recreation Commissioner

and LMYA parent.  The field at

CP had ceased to be a viable al-

ternative for sports team in the

area, which are always hungry for

good practice surfaces, due to

drainage and grass quality issues.

     

The complete renovation of

the field cost the Town of Moraga

over half a million dollars.  It was

made possible by a Measure WW

grant; the bond measure was ap-

proved in 2008 by residents of

Contra Costa and is administered

and redistributed by the EBRPD.  

     

“We are thrilled that the reno-

vation went so well,” said Mor-

aga School District

Superintendent Bruce Burns,

“this cooperative project with the

Town went very well and we’d

like to see more.”  The Town

Council decides on the use of

Measure WW money, which must

go toward parks and recreation.

The choice of renovating the

School District’s property was

made because it seemed the best

way to serve the recreation needs

of the community.  

     

About $100,000 remains of

the bond allocation to fund other

recreation projects in Moraga.

Students help to cut the ribbon Photo Cathy Dausman

The vanilla ice cream, which was

donated for the evening’s dinner

and is Loard’s main staple, is

used in everything from sundaes

to single scoop cones.

      

“That’s the real deal,” Brad an-

nounced as wait staff rolled out carts

with dishes of vanilla ice cream. 

Orinda Theatre – Heart and

History

     

Opened by Donald Rheem on

December 27, 1941, nearly three

weeks to the day after the attack

on Pearl Harbor, the Orinda The-

atre quickly became the gathering

place for a community worried

and wearied by World War II.

News reels that were shown with

movies of the time offered both

reality and respite. Saved from

demolition in the mid-1980s, the

theater retains the original art

deco touches of architect Alexan-

der Aimwell Cantin.

     

Three of the Theatre’s former

ushers, Colette Kersten, Malia

Martin, and Shellie Abbes Kirby,

remembered special times spent

there, prompting laughter and

broad smiles from audience

members.

     

Abbes Kirby, now a realtor

associate with Coldwell Banker

in Orinda, started at the theater in

1966 as high school freshman.

Tickets were $1.35 for adults and

35 cents for kids during her

tenure, which lasted until 1971. 

     

“We were called usherettes,”

she said. “We really worked for

our money.” Her dad, Frank Mar-

tin, made the “Coming Soon” fix-

tures in the theater that are still

familiar to today’s audiences.

     

“You Only Live Twice,” “Val-

ley of the Dolls,” “The Gradu-

ate,” and “Guess Who’s Coming

to Dinner” were favored flics

back then.

     

Kersten held the prized job of

ticket taker, helping late arrivals

find their seats with the help of

her trusty flashlight. Describing

the usherettes’ uniforms and Go

Go boots, she also recalled an un-

written rule – friends of the ush-

erettes were permitted to snag

free popcorn and Cokes.

     

“I was so impressed by the

art,” she said. Now an Energy Ad-

visor with the California Public

Utilities Commission, Kersten

avidly collects Orinda Theatre

memorabilia. “To this day, I can

see the marquee outside my win-

dow.”

     

“The whole place is a work of

art,” said Martin, part of the Santa

Maria school’s first graduating

class and now owner of the li-

censed Orinda daycare, Baby

Central. Calling the bathrooms “a

whole other social experience,”

she described how high school

girls would watch each other put

on makeup from the sitting room

area of the women’s restroom. “I

love the fact that the same chairs

are still there. I’m so glad they

have preserved that.” 

     

Kersten mused that she took

up skiing after seeing “On Her

Majesty’s Secret Service,” and in-

spired a few head nods as she

said, “I think I saw Woodstock

probably 20 times.”

     

Multiple members of the au-

dience offered their own choice

memories, including clues to the

theater areas designated by teens

– and maybe a few adults over the

years – as “make-out sections”. 

     

As audience members gradu-

ally filtered out, many remained

behind swapping stories. After-

ward, Williams commented that

the evening had been one of the

Society’s most successful activi-

ties presented to date.

History Warms Hearts, Spurs Smiles 
... continued from page A7
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