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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 
Moraga Resident

93 Moraga Way, OrindaDRE #: 00903367

_____CLARK THOMPSON_____ 
                   REAL   ESTATE   BROKER    

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE 

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com
Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

at 76 Gas Station
"On your Side for the Ride"

• Over 400 Major Brands in Stock!
• Open 7 Days a Week
• FREE Tire Inspection
• Free Tire AIR
• Tire Repair
• Shuttle Service Available

67 Moraga Way 
@ 76 (Gas Station) Orinda CA 94563.
(925) 253-7799

Lowest Price in Town

Expires: 06/2013 Expires: 06/2013 Expires: 06/2013

Now offering Brake Services - 
competitively priced!

From Front Page

      
As part of the $500,000 purchase

price, FJMA will “pay up to one-half
of the cost of restoration of the adobe
to its original 1840’s configuration
and preparation of the site for public
access as a museum and history learn-
ing center,” and will also establish “a
fund for ongoing maintenance and
operation,” said FJMA representa-
tives. J & J will cover the remaining
half of the restoration costs, according
to the firm’s president, Matt Branagh.

      
J & J’s Michael Olsen, who

praised the decorum of negotiations,
observed that finalization of the deal
simply came down to having an offi-
cial group to help bring things to-
gether, adding that the agreement
“concluded to the benefit of us all.”

      
Additional terms released at the

press conference stipulate that the
learning center will be open to the
public up to 30 days each year, and
that FJMA will have up to three years
from the day on which the Orinda city
council approves revised plans for the
J & J project to complete its payment
to J & J. If FJMA is unable to raise the
necessary funds, ownership of the
adobe will pass to the J & J Ranch
homeowner’s association for likely
operation as the private Adobe Com-
munity Clubhouse described in prior
planning documents – but at least en-
suring that the adobe would still be
preserved and maintained for future
generations.  

      
As a result, J & J must now sub-

mit updated plans to the planning
commission, explained Ursu. “After
we receive revised plans the environ-
mental review process will start. Ac-
cording to the draft schedule prepared
by our CEQA [California Environ-
mental Quality Act] consultant on the
project, it will take approximately
nine months to prepare an EIR [Envi-
ronmental Impact Report] for the
project. Planning commission hear-
ings will likely not be held until early
2014.” Ursu added that the city coun-
cil authorized staff to retain the con-
sulting firm of Lamphier Gregory to
prepare the EIR.

      
Regarding work on the actual his-

toric structure, said Ursu, “The devel-
oper may submit a plan to restore the
adobe with its subdivision application
or it may submit a restoration plan
separately after the subdivision appli-
cation is considered.”

      
The members of Protect Adobe

Lane (PAL), an advocacy group con-
cerned about the environmental im-
pact of both renovation and future
operations on site, plan to follow the
city’s review process closely.

      
FJMA president Kent Long

thanked the Orinda city council and
Moraga town council for their sup-
port, and hinted at additional events
to come as he brought to mind grand
celebrations with music and dance
once held on the adobe grounds.
“We’d like to tap into that tradition,”
he said of plans to host FJMA’s first
fandango and fundraiser. More infor-
mation will be available on the FJMA
website as details are finalized: mor-
agaadobe.org. 

      
Moraga’s mayor, Dave Trotter,

expressed confidence that the com-
munities of Moraga and Orinda will
come together to raise the funds
needed to make the adobe’s restora-
tion happen.

      
Lance Beeson, a direct descen-

dant of the Moraga family, added,
“It’s time that this property becomes
part of the public…. It is the founding
structure of the entire valley.” 

Adobe Deal Sealed
... continued from page A1

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Visitors to the Moraga Adobe feel a sense of history oozing from the grass and
old trees and surrounding one of Contra Costa County’s oldest historic struc-
tures. Completed in the 1840s by Joaquin Moraga,the adobe was restored in
1941 by Katharine Brown White Irvine, widow of James Irvine and a member of
the James Irvine Foundation’s first Board of Directors.     Photo Ohlen Alexander

Lamorinda Fire News Briefs
... continued from page A9

      “You’re leaving too soon,” said
Commissioner Ed Haynes as the
board recognized Louder’s October
retirement.  Commissioner Barry
Cunningham complained that the
chief had been poorly portrayed by
the media. “You shouldn’t have been
criticized for doing your job, since so
many of your tools were taken
away,” said Cunningham. 
Fitch & Associates

      Financial issues have plagued the
Contra Costa County Fire Protection
District, forcing it to consider options
for providing fire service.  Property
tax revenue has dropped, and a dis-
trict parcel tax ballot measure did not
pass in 2012.  The message is clear
from the taxpayers: they will not in-
crease their contributions to fund
ConFire, station closures or not.
      Faced with the reality of these
fiscal limitations, the Board of Super-
visors recently authorized Fitch and
Associates, a Platte City, Mo. public
service consulting company, to con-
duct an evaluation of ConFire opera-
tions. The company will analyze all
aspects of the fire agency, including
fire suppression, prevention and dis-
aster response, and will recommend
options for a more efficient fire serv-
ice model.  The project is expected to
be complete in January 2014.
     This is the third contract with
Fitch and Associates the board of
supervisors has authorized in the
past 18 months. In October 2011,
a $95,000 contract was awarded
to evaluate and identify potential
new funding sources for the
county's Emergency Medical
Services. An additional $198,500

was contracted in December to con-
duct a study for the county's EMS
Modernization Project.  And the fire
district evaluation contract is
$170,000; that cost will be borne by
the county, not ConFire, according to
Jackie Lorrekovich, ConFire’s chief
of administrative services.
Canyon Multi-Agency Wildfire

Meeting

      Townspeople and officials gath-
ered at Canyon Elementary School
on April 10 to explore the challenges
that a major wildfire presents to both
the community and the fire agencies.
      Lamorinda Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Dennis Rein
described how a major disaster was
averted during a wildfire in an iso-
lated southern California community
similar to Canyon, thanks to cooper-
ation between residents and the fire
agencies.  Contra Costa County Dis-
trict 2 Supervisor Candace Andersen
discussed emergency preparedness
planning.  And Moraga-Orinda Fire
District division chief Stephen Healy
detailed how residents can coordi-
nate an evacuation, including the use
of Reverse 911, and PulsePoint, a
free smartphone app that lets users
view emergency activity as it is hap-
pening.
      Healy emphasized a life-saving
basic:  “When we say evacuate –
please go!” 
      “There are things that you can do
to save your home,” said MOFD fire
chief Randall Bradley. He chal-
lenged the community to take him up
on an offer to have the MOFD con-
duct a free fire prevention assess-
ment of their properties.
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