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Summer @ Saklan
Your passport to the world!

Culture, language and summer fun for students ages 3-11
 June 10 - August 9, Monday to Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Van transportation available
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The Saklan School | www.saklan.org | 925.376.7900

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

925-521-1380
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

Do business with a neighbor.

Spring Tune-Up 
Special $59

Teaching Pétanque

Athenian School French
teacher Mary Eid organized

a trip from Danville to Lafayette
with her middle school students
last month to visit the Pétanque
grounds on St. Mary’s Road, just

south of the Community Center.
A welcoming committee from the
Lamorinda Pétanque Club
demonstrated the old French
game played with metal ‘boules’
aimed at a small wooden ‘co-

chonet’ that get thrown in a dif-
ferent spot at each round. “The
idea is to get kids to participate in
this game that can be played by
people of all ages that bring gen-
erations closer,” said Pétanque
Club member Gilbert Sonet.  “We
hope that other local French
classes would be interested to
come and have fun here.”  Lam-
orinda Pétanque Club is opened
to everyone; regulars meet at the
Lafayette pétanque terrain on
Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons starting at 2 p.m. and
are happy to show the game to be-
ginners.  Some of the local play-
ers also participate in national and
international competitions.  On
April 21 the Lafayette Club
hosted the Federation of Petanque
USA Northwestern regional
mixed double tournament.  
S. Braccini
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Bentley School’s Jazz Festival Features
Jazz Stars of  Today and Tomorrow
Submitted by Jenna Starkey

Friends, family, and guests
came together April 20 for

Bentley School’s 1st Annual Jazz
Festival to celebrate several gener-
ations of jazz.  Youth from Bentley
Upper School were joined by
Lafayette’s Stanley Middle School
to work and play with musicians
who have been performing at the
highest level for decades to create
an evening to remember. The veter-
ans inspired the youngsters, and the
youngsters gave the veterans a
glimpse of the future and the assur-
ance that the great jazz traditions
will carry on.

      
The award winning Stanley

School Jazz Messengers, led by di-
rector Bob Athayde, opened the
show with a vibrant collection of
songs, including "Strike up the
Band.” Bentley School’s Jazz I En-
semble seamlessly joined the Mes-
sengers for two songs including,
“Spring Ain’t Here,” and “Cuchi
Frito Man.” It was a special treat to
see how polished these musicians
are at such a young age.  

      
Next up was the Bentley School

Jazz Master Class, under the direc-
tion of Brian Pardo. The Master
Class is Bentley’s performance-
based jazz ensemble made up of
Bentley's most experienced jazz
students. The ensemble performed
with confidence and style, and im-
pressed the audience with a playful
take on the classic Steely Dan tune,
“Josie.” The Master Class also wel-
comed members of the Bentley

Jazz II Ensemble to perform to-
gether on "Song for Bilbao.” 

      
The show followed with a per-

formance by duo Brian Pardo and
Lynn Ray, who showcased songs
from their upcoming album. Brian
Pardo is the Director of Bentley
Ensembles and is on the faculty at
various East Bay schools including
The Jazz School in Berkeley, Mills
College and UC Berkeley. He has
performed and recorded for com-
mercial radio, television, and film
and collaborated with well-known
musicians including Eddie Harris,
Bonnie Raitt and Jack McDuff.
Lynn Ray is known in the R&B
and Gospel communities and was
nominated for an Outstanding Fe-
male Vocalist Bammy Award by
BAM magazine. During the show,
Pardo and Ray were backed by
members of Ray Obiedo and
Mambo Caribe, David K. Math-
ews on keyboards, Marc van Wa-
geningen on bass, and Phil
Thompson on drums. Ray’s soulful
voice and Pardo’s strong musical-
ity were a true pleasure. Especially
moving was Pardo’s unique
arrangement of Johnny Nash’s
song, “I Can See Clearly Now,"
which offered a bittersweet note to
the evening.

      
The night ended with Ray

Obiedo and Mambo Caribe taking
the stage. Obiedo is a well-known
smooth jazz artist and producer in
the Bay Area, and has recorded nu-
merous albums with artists such as

Herbie Hancock, Pete Escovedo,
Grover Washington Jr., Sheila E.,
and Brenda Russell, to name a few.
He has four of his own albums on
the Billboard Top 25 charts, and has
produced a great deal of music for
film and television. 

      
Mambo Caribe is made up of

some of the finest jazz musicians
from the San Francisco Bay Area,
including those noted above and
Alex Murzyn on flute and soprano
sax, Phil Hawkins on steel pans and
percussion, and Sandy Cressman,
vocals and percussion.

      
From the first note to the last,

Mambo Caribe had the audience
moving in their seats to the exciting
rhythms of Brazilian, Afro-
Caribbean and West Coast Latin
jazz masterpieces. In addition to
outstanding and crowd pleasing im-
provisational solos by Mathews,
van Wageningen, Thompson, and
Murzyn, Hawkins took a moment
to explain the history of steel pans,
Trinidad’s beloved national instru-
ment. He played a long solo, which
showed off the pans’ beautiful
range of sound.  In the final number
David K. Matthews, currently tour-
ing with Santana, captivated the
crowd with a special 10-minute
piano solo. 

      
The show ended late into the

evening, with a standing ovation
from the audience and a buzz of an-
ticipation for what hopefully will
become a new annual jazz tradition
for Lamorinda.

Students from Bentley Upper School and Stanley Middel School perform together Photos provided

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic 
is a brand new 
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Salon Elegante
Get the look you deserve

Men & Women
European Trained Stylist
Perfect color & highlights,
extensions, Keratin smoothing
treatments, make-up

43 Moraga Way, upstairs in Suite 204, Orinda
www.salonelegante.com  |  925-258-HAIR (4247)

Color
Root

touch-up
$45

Nina Kalani
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We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.




