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Do Not Try This at Home

Enjoy only the public fireworks displays, urge Lamorinda fire officials

By Nick Marnell

he combination of July 4 falling on a Saturday night
coupled with severe drought conditions will have
Lamorinda fire agencies on high alert this holiday

weekend, as officials once again warn those who mess with il-
legal fireworks of the potential disastrous consequences.

crackers in Contra Costa County, according to Stephen Healy, fire
chief of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District. “Some of these injuries
have been severe, including the loss of hands and fingers,” he said.

Contra Costa County Fire Protection District investigator Vic
Massenkoft recalled a pyrotechnics incident that he responded

Three teenagers were driving along a highway, the front floor
of the passenger side of their car loaded with two and a half inch
mortar shells. The passenger in the front seat fired the shells out
the side window. One of the shells bounced off the front door of
the car and caromed into the pile of explosives on the floor by

Each year, dozens of people are injured by fireworks and fire-  to years ago. the front seat. ... contined on page A8
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First Steps Made for Moraga Community Foundation

Will help come in time to save the Rheem?

By Cathy Tyson

€ ‘We need to buy the place!” suggested

one resident among roughly 100 who
turned out for a kickoff meeting to discuss form-
ing a nonprofit community foundation to save the
Rheem Theatre.

The focus of the evening was to outline for
concerned residents what it takes to start a foun-
dation that could support many other nonprofit
and service organizations, with an initial goal of
raising money to buy the theater.

The property has been for sale since Septem-
ber of 2014, at a reported asking price of $4.6
million for the theater and adjacent structures
down to Ristorante Amoroma. There have been
no takers so far, and it is unclear what the cost
would be for only the theater portion of the par-
cel. Currently Town Manager Jill Keimach has
negotiated a reprieve for the theater after meeting
with property owner Mahesh Puri and theater op-
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erator Derek Zemrak; all intend to work on a
long-term solution to keep the theater open.

The publisher of the Lamorinda Weekly,
Andy Scheck, organized the launch event and
has already filed the corporation papers for the
Moraga Community Foundation, but official ap-
proval from the IRS for the nonprofit status takes
some time. Meanwhile the Lafayette Commu-
nity Foundation has set up a separate fund for the
Moraga Community Foundation to receive tax-
deductible donations.

Two guest speakers who have experience in
starting foundations came from Lafayette and
Orinda to share advice. Anne Grodin is one of
the original organizers of the Lafayette Commu-
nity Foundation, and Mark Roberts, former citi-
zen of the year in Orinda was a member of the
Orinda Community Foundation for three years.

“The Lafayette Community Foundation
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started with five folks in my living room in
1999,” said Grodin, explaining that it was simply
“a group of folks who got together because they
love Lafayette so much.” A key helping hand in
getting the ball rolling was the East Bay Com-
munity Foundation, founded in 1928, which of-
fered instruction on setting up bylaws, policies
and procedures and gave direction about doing a
feasibility study. The Lafayette Community
Foundation annually gives away thousands of
dollars, but its big focus early on was helping to
fund the new Lafayette Library and Learning
Center, ultimately donating $12.7 million dollars.
She cautioned there are “many steps before
serious fundraising” and the foundation currently
participates in a number of fundraising efforts to
raise about $50,000 per year — from its successful

garage tour to the Taste of Lafayette event.
... continued on page A12
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Lafayette

Public Meetings

City Council
Monday, July 6, 7 p.m.
Monday, July 13, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, July 6, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, July 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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24 Sanford Lane, Lafayette

Stunning 5BR + office +
bonus/4.5BA, 5169+ sq. ft.
Hidden Oaks traditional built by
Branagh Development in 2007
with high-end design & quality
construction. Level .55+ acre
private parcel on a pristine
cul-de-sac with pool/spa,
patios & built-in BBQ.

Call for Price & Details
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Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report June
7-20

Alarms
Animal Cruelty

Safeway

Roundup
Assault w/Deadly Weapon

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
911 calls (incl. hang-ups) 9
Burglary, Auto

Springhill Elementary

10 block Silver Leaf Ct

3300 block Mt Diablo Bl

Mt Diablo Bl/Carol Ln (2)

900 Hough Av

Pleasant Hill Rd/Acalanes Av

900 block S. Thompson Rd

Oak Hill/Deer Hill Rds

200 block Lafayette Cr

Oakwood Athletic Club

Lafayette Park Hotel (5)
Burglary, Misc.

3300 block Mt Diablo Bl
Burglary, Residential

600 block Lancaster Dr
Civil Disturbance

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl

800 Las Trampas

1100 Estates Dr

3500 block Eagle Pt Rd

1100 block Glen Rd

3400 block S Silversprings
Police/Fire/EMS Response

Pleasant Hill Rd/Olympic Bl
Exhibition of Speed

3300 block Mt Diablo Bl
Fireworks

Upper Happy Valley/Peardale Dr

3200 block Ronino Wy
Harassment

Lafayette Cemetery
Hit & Run

Trader Joe’s

Lafayette Park Hotel

Brooke St/Hough Av

3600 block Mt Diablo Av (2)

Reported to P.D.

900 block Moraga Rd
Health & Safety violation

Lafayette Community Center
ID Theft

4000 block Coralee Ln

1700 block Toyon Rd

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl

1000 block Blackwood Ln

3300 block Sweet Dr

1000 block Orchard Rd

4000 block Valente Dr
Loitering

Bacon Wy/Ct
Loud Music

400 block St Mary’s Rd

Moraga Rd/St Mary’s Rd

Rowe Pl/Moraga Rd

400 block Valente Dr

St Mary’s/Woodview Drs
Loud Noise

Stanley Intermediate
Loud Party

4000 Marianne Dr (2)

Ruth Ct/El Curtola

Quandt Ct/Rd

Las Trampas Rd/Glenside Dr

Las Huertas/St Mary’s Rd

500 block McBride Dr

Happy Valley Rd/Soares Ln
Missing Adult

1500 block Rancho View Dr

3200 block Helen Ln
Ordinance Violation

100 block Camilla Ln
Panhandling

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl

65

Deer Hill Project Review Continues This Summer

By Cathy Tyson

Ithough the proposed Homes at

Deer Hill includes roughly one-
seventh the number of homes of the
original version, concerns remain
among residents and city council
members about the project, which
features 44 single family homes and
public amenities like a much-needed
sports field, parking and dog park
near Acalanes High School. The
project is going through a multi-meet-
ing final review phase, with the city
leaders going over environmental re-
ports with a fine-tooth comb.

The developer, O’Brien Land
Company, originally proposed the Ter-
races of Lafayette, a 315-unit multi-
family project on the 22-acre site at the
corner of Deer Hill Road and Pleasant
Hill Road back in March of 2011.

Spread over several meetings, the

review process will examine specific
topics and, of course, allow for public
comment. At the June 22 meeting, air
quality was on the agenda, and miti-
gation measures to monitor particu-
late matter in the air, along with
landscaping, visual screening and the
roundabout. Because the site is a for-
mer quarry, Council Member Mike
Anderson voiced concern about pos-
sible pockets of dust and silt that may
be found when the earth is excavated.
Real-time air monitoring will be used
to measure particulate matter during
construction, explained project man-
ager Dave Baker.

Residential parcels would be pri-
vately owned, and a common area sur-
rounding them would be controlled by
the Homes at Deer Hill homeowners
association. The City of Lafayette

would own and control the athletic
field, dog park and parking area. Ifthe
project is approved, the developer and
the city will enter into a landscape
agreement spelling out specific obli-
gations. Since vegetation screening is
so important, but considering the cur-
rent drought, O’Brien is in the process
of preparing a plan for irrigation water
that will address this, possibly with
rainwater harvesting, gray water cap-
ture and recycled water.
Transportation issues were also
discussed with city engineer Tony
Coe going over why a roundabout is
the best solution at the project en-
trance: “It best satisfies goals and
policies of the General Plan.” Coe ex-
plained that it helps maintain the
semi-rural character of the roadway
and will provide a better streetscape

design while slowing down traffic on
Deer Hill Road, but allowing it to
flow without stopping through the in-
tersection. Other options were con-
sidered, but they are expensive and
deliver a poor level of service.

Five meetings are slated to com-
plete the review process, with pre-
sumably an up or down decision at
the culmination, subject to conditions
of approval. With summer vacations
on the calendar, the plan is to take up
the matter of future scheduling at the
July 6 city council meeting, and then
likely continue the review at the July
27 meeting. “We are not eager to let
this drag out much longer,” said
Mayor Brandt Andersson. Nextup to
be discussed are design and architec-
ture, water strategy, transportation and
park facilities.

Sack the Bag, Says Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

tarting July 1, Lafayette joins

more than 100 other communi-
ties within California, banning single-
use plastic bags at retailers, requiring
a 10-cent minimum charge per bag at
select businesses, and also making
changes to take-out food packaging
requirements. Adopted in December
of 2014, Ordinance 626 regulating
single use carryout bags had a pause
before enactment to give retailers a
chance to make plans and presumably

Diablo Foods
Petty Theft
10 block Greenvalley Dr (2)
Reported to police
3600 Mt Diablo Bl
Safeway (4)
900 block Oak St (2)
900 block Hough St
600 block St Mary’s Rd
Public Nuisance

order either compostable plastic bags,
or bags made from at least 40 percent
post-consumer recycled content.

Businesses that are affected in-
clude grocery stores Safeway, Trader
Joe’s, Whole Foods Market, Diablo
Foods, Open Sesame and restaurants
that have a take-out component, such
as Chow, plus pharmacies, conven-
ience stores and liquor stores. Restau-
rants, delicatessens, and even food
trucks can’t distribute single use plas-
tic bags with its take-out food. The
other component of the ordinance
prohibits Styrofoam containers; food
and beverages must be given to pa-
trons in compostable or recyclable re-
ceptacles.

While some stores are comfort-
able using paper bags, others are not
happy with the plastic bag ban. Al-
though Jackson’s Wine and Spirits
has always used paper bags, General

Manager Kip Bruzzone was clear that
he is completely against the bag ban,
calling it another example of a “creep-

ing nanny state” and “micro manag-
b 2

ing.
... continued on page A10
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Sabrina Barba, helper, Holly George, baker, and co-owners/operators Ahmed

Shibli and Maria Gastelumendi, who is holding a biodegradable to-go container
at the Rising Loafer Cafe and Bakery in Lafayette. The business owners have al-
ways been environmentally conscious, and will have no problem with the bag
ban since they already embrace recycled compostable products. Photo C. Tyson

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl

1000 block Lindsey Ct

Perales St/Pleasant Hill Cr

3300 block Lucille

10 block Hartwood Ct

500 block Arrowhead Dr

Lucas Dr/Cir

500 block Silverado

Whole Foods
Promiscuous Shooting

S Lucille/Florence Dr
Reckless Driving

St Mary’s/Rohrer Drs

Moraga/St Mary’s Rds

3300 block Springhill Rd

Happy Valley Rd/Sundown Ter

Moraga Rd/Mt Diablo Bl (2)

Mt Diablo Bl/1st St
Shoplift

Safeway (5)

3600 block Mt Diablo Bl
Susp. Circumstances
Suspicious Vehicle
Suspicious Subject
Threats

70 block Revere Ct

3600 block Mt Diablo Bl

3500 block Rowe Pl

Saranap Av/Old Tunnel Rd (2)

900 block S Thompson Rd

700 block Moraga Rd
Traffic Stops
Trespass

Park Ln/Pleasant Hill Rd

1200 block Bacon Wy

Acalanes High School

Springbrook Pool
Vandalism

3400 block Golden Gate Wy

3300 Mt Diablo BI

Noah’s Bagels

400 block Castello Rd

BART, Lafayette

Starbucks
Verbal Dispute

3300 block Moraga Bl

Acalanes Rd/Marianne Dr
Vehicle Theft

900 block 4th St

13
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and vitality in our clients.

your family!

Home (are

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Livelne

Hundreds of Bay Area families choose
Home Care Assistance.

Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s —
needs. We're the best!

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 ¢ HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
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Live-in
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More EBMUD Work Downtown

www.lamorindaweekly.com  ¢% 925-377-0977 Page: A3

By Cathy Tyson

placing over 500 feet of pipe that was installed in 1933.

Managing water infrastructure
is not easy, and it’s no secret
that aging pipes are more susceptible
to cracking, corroding and bursting,
especially vintage pipes that date back
to the Depression, when Herbert
Hoover was president.

Businesses and residents of the
usually congested Lafayette Circle
area were concerned about the lack of
water, traffic gridlock, cones and flag-
gers on the narrow street, as 700 feet
of pipe, dating back to 1931, was re-
placed. Starbucks, Roam Burger, The
Cooperage and Chow all had their
normal business interrupted, along
with neighbors who call the area
home. Although there are temporary
patches on the roadway now, final
paving is targeted for mid-July. Half
of the pipe on Lafayette Circle has
been replaced, but the other half of the
street that ends at the Mercantile
Building is on hold until the East Bay
Municipal Utility District determines
the best construction process.

“We can only do so much,” said
City of Lafayette senior engineer Matt
Luttropp, acknowledging that the city
has very little leverage over the utility
company. Affected locals weren’t shy
about calling the city to voice their
complaints.

According to EBMUD commu-

Photo Cathy Tyson

nity affairs representative Michelle
Blackwell, the utility was trying to
be sensitive to restaurants and busi-
ness; water was cut off in the area for
eight hours from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. on
a Monday to be minimally impactful
— usually a restaurant’s least busy
day. Residents who were thinking
about a bath or perhaps flushing the
toilet were out of luck that particular
night.

Crews are working on nearby
Brook Street and the 510 feet of pipe
installed in 1933.  Construction,
which is slated to continue until the
end of July, will impact the usually
busy intersection of Moraga Road
and Brook Street at Lafayette Ele-
mentary School, said Blackwell.

Two other major projects are
coming to Lafayette, including the
long-awaited Diablo Vista Pumping
Plant replacement project that will
connect a 30-inch diameter water
pipeline installed along the freeway
side of Mt. Diablo Boulevard to a
new modern, efficient pumping plant
farther down Mt. Diablo Boulevard
near the cemetery. The old original
pumping plant wedged into a tight
space near Ace Hardware first started
moving water to serve the area back
in 1954,

... continued on page A10
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Moraga Resident Since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 29 years.

925-376-7776 » kkatzrman@pacunion.com

1224 Rimer Drive, Moraga
Listed at $1,099,000

SOLD AT $1,225,000
SOLED,!

140 Oxford Drive, Moraga
Listed at $1,095,000

1623 ino Pablo, Moraa
Listed at $950,000
SOLD AT $970,000

1939 Ascot Drive, Moraga
Listed at $624,500

SOLD AT $725,000

I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next.
Call me for a no obligation visit!
License #: 00875484

LI TCN

CITY OF LAFAYETTE

Plastic Bag Ordinance

Begins TODAY July 1, 2015 g

TO HELP KEEP PLASTIC POLLUTION OUT OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, CREEKS AND BAY

*

1no
MORE
SINGLE-USE
. plastic
BAGS

r,

reusable
| BAG

SO bring .
YOUR
ow

Py 10¢FOR
1 -?. a}

Select businesses are required to charge a minimum of 10¢ per paper checkout bag.
All other retail stores and restaurants can no longer distribute plastic bags for carryout,
however these businesses may provide paper carryout bags free of charge.

What businesses must charge me for a bag?

Select businesses are required to charge a minimum of 10¢ per checkout bag
(compostable bags, recycled paper bags, or reusable bags). These include:

» Grocery Stores & Markets ~ » Convenience Stores  » Pharmacies » Liquor Stores
Other retail and public eating establishments are not required to charge for bags.

How can | avoid the 10¢ charge?

Customers can avoid the charge by bringing their own bag or refusing a bag when they
make a small purchase that is easy to carry without a bag.

What bags are allowed under this ordinance?

Bags integrated into the packaging of products, bags without handles used exclusively to 1
carry produce, meats, or other food items, prescription medication, food or merchandise - L
that needs to be segregated to avoid damage or contamination to other food or merchandise
(examples include small paper bag for greeting cards, paper bags to protect glass bottles,
plastic bags around ice cream or soup containers, paper bags used to weigh candy, etc.).

Thank you for helping us build a better Lafayette.

i Fﬁ:ﬁTE &-

A
LAFANETTN

@ lafayatte

a lafayette gm

TO LEARN MORE visit www.lovelafayette.org/bags or contact the Planner-On-Duty at 925-284-1976
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Public Meetings

Town Council
Wednesday, July 8, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission
Monday, July 6, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.

Design Review
Monday, July 13, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, June 8 canceled

Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga Police
Department

Missing person 6/17/15 An older
gentleman who lives on Miramonte|
Drive reported to police that his 82-
year-old wife who suffers from de-
mentia was missing. The woman|
was later found uninjured by an ac-
quaintance and returned home.

Abandoned car towed 6/17/15 A
car with long-expired tags had been|
parked legally on Alta Mesa Drive.
The car appeared abandoned. Po-
lice mailed notices to the registered,
owner and had the car towed.
Traffic accident 6/17/15 This T-
bone was not on the grill, but rather
at the intersection of Moraga Road|
and Corliss Drive. One car was
pulling out from Corliss to head
northbound on Moraga Road and
failed to see a vehicle heading south|
on Moraga Road. Thankfully no
injuries.

Identity theft 6/15/17 An Augusta
Drive resident discovered his credit]
card had been used to make an|
unauthorized purchase online. The]
card owner reported the incident to
his bank and the online retailer, and
had the $348 charge reversed.

Lost, possibly stolen property]
6/01/15 In late April a resident was
contacted by her Moraga bank that
the contents of her safety deposit
box had been turned over to the|
California Secretary of State office;
for non-payment. The box owner
filed a claim requesting that thej
contents be returned. When they]
were, the reporting person discov-
ered a jewelry item worth $2,000
was missing.

License plate stolen 6/15/15 Al
Larch Avenue resident happened to
park her BMW in the parking lot of
the Moraga Police Department,
where officers noticed that her front]
license plate was missing. She said
it was there the day before, and the;
car owner didn’t know if it was
stolen or fell off her car.

Other crimes that also occurred
in Moraga between June 16-23:

Damage to Mailbox — Bollinger
Canyon Road

Obscene Text Messages — Del Rio
Court

Bench Warrant — Moraga Way
False Alarms — Moraga Way,
Larch Avenue, Laird Drive

Loud Party — Ascot Drive

Found Property — Moraga Way
Deceased Person — Augusta Drive|
Chainsaw Missing — Miramonte|
Drive
Traffic Incident — Moraga Road at
Rheem Boulevard
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Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Gary Bernie

A

n Ryerson

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Ke

If you are considering selling your home,
give us a call for assistance.

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken

gabernie(@pacunion.com
CalBRE#00686 | 44

CalBRE#01418309

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

ken@ryersonrealty.com
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New Construction Project in Moraga Center Specific Plan

By Sophie Braccini
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Project map, street rendition of the DRG project

q t a June 15 Planning Commis-
ion study session, commission-

ers reviewed a proposed development
on 0.33 acres that includes seven
three-story single-family homes at
1015 Country Club Drive, and ex-
pressed concerns to the applicant
(DRG Builders, Inc.) about the den-
sity and height of the development,
which is part of the Moraga Center
Specific Plan (MCSP).

The commercially-zoned lot,
which has been for sale for years, sits
between two office buildings, each
one story high. The MCSP, however,
defines the parcel as mixed-use, resi-

dential and/or commercial, with a
density of 18 to 20 units per acre. The
fact that the parcel is located between
commercial buildings did not concern
most planning commissioners since
residential housing is less than a block
away. The focus was on the density
and height.

“This site is uphill from the adja-
cent site along Canyon Road,” said
Commissioner Christine Kuckuk.
“The three stories will be looming
over it and will be highly visible from
the scenic corridor.”

Commissioner Steve Woehleke
added that the high-density zoning of

that parcel called for attached homes
or condominiums, rather than tall
homes only 10 feet apart. “This proj-
ect is a non-starter,” he said. “This is
inconsistent with Moraga norms.
What you put in Fremont is not com-
patible with Moraga.”

Doyle Heaton of DRG
Builders explained that he chose
the single-family concept because
that is what would sell best and that
it would be perfect for Lamor-
inda’s downsizing empty nesters.
Woehleke noted that three stories
are not optimal for an aging popu-
lation and that what is missing in

Illustration provided
Moraga are single-story resi-
dences.

Other commissioners agreed
that the density and height should
be revisited. The recommendation
to the builder was to come back
with a proposal of four or five
lower units, instead of the existing
seven. Heaton, who said he has
been working with the Moraga
planning department for a year, did
not indicate a time frame for his
next appearance. In the meantime,
the town is working on a complete
rezoning of the MCSP that could
affect this parcel.

Party House Causes Plenty of Noise at
Moraga Council Meeting

By Nick Marnell

Q ngry neighborhood residents
ashed out at the Moraga Town

Council June 24 for the town’s fail-
ure to cite Saint Mary’s College stu-
dents living in a rental house at 14
Wandel Drive who repeatedly vio-
late the Moraga loud and unruly
party ordinance. Describing the
Wandel neighborhood as a crime
scene, and calling the unit — dubbed
Hotel Wandel on a Facebook page —
an unregulated Saint Mary’s dormi-
tory, neighborhood residents de-
manded that penalties be increased
for both the violators and the land-
lord.

Wandel Drive resident Fanny

Photo Nick Marnell

Wilson said that on May 8, one
month after a student resident apol-
ogized to the council and the neigh-
bors for the behavior at the rental
house, the students were back to the
loud partying, including dancing on
the roof and throwing beer cans. The
residents were not cited for violating
the loud party ordinance. “Please
strengthen the ordinance,” she
pleaded.

“It’s disheartening to hear this,”
said Mayor Roger Wykle, who sug-
gested that Saint Mary’s has skin in
the game as well.

“Saint Mary’s is as unresponsive
as the landlord,” agreed a neighbor-

hood resident.

“I’'m getting tired of this sub-
ject,” said Vice Mayor Mike Metcalf.
“It’s time for Big Brother to step in.
There are sanctions the college can
apply and it’s time that they do it.”

“As soon as we are aware, we re-
spond,” said Tim Farley, the college
director of community relations. “I
have confidence that our tribunal
system takes these situations seri-
ously.” A Saint Mary’s student con-
curred, saying that behavioral issues
are handled by the Peer Conduct
Council, but not as rapidly as some
would like. This newspaper at-
tempted repeatedly to talk with the
student residents at 14 Wandel Drive,
with no success.

The council acknowledged that
it cannot tell the college how to run
its business, and instead focused on
its own. Four council members —
minus Phil Arth — discussed amend-
ments to Moraga municipal code

chapter 9.08, including larger fines,
citing the landlord, a longer proba-
tionary period after the first warning,
reclassifying violations from crimi-
nal to administrative, registering ten-
ants and zero tolerance for bad
behavior. Only Metcalf supported
the zero tolerance concept. City
Manager Jill Keimach opposed ten-
ant registration, cautioning that the
town should be regulating behavior,
not the type of tenant.

Until the town staff returns with
a strengthened ordinance, the council
charged Chief of Police Robert
Priebe to enforce the current munic-
ipal code to the letter. The chief said
that his department now documents
all responses to loud party com-
plaints and issues citations as allow-
able under the ordinance.

“These people need our help,
and they deserve it,” said Metcalf of
the frustrated Wandel Drive neigh-
borhood residents.

PLUS TAX AND HAZMAT
OIL CHANGE

INCLUDES:
- UP TO 5 QUARTS

OFF

LABOR

(UP TO $200)

FOR FIRST TIME
CUSTOMERS

AIR CONDITIONING & ELECTRICAL, WHEELS & TIRES, BRAKES & SUSPENSION

FREE TOW & SHUTTLE SERVICES

IN LAMORINDA AREA/BART

WE WORK ON ALL MAKES & MODELS

aceautocare.net

925 2849 5550

3430 MT. DIABLO BLUD, B, LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

OUR SERVICES COME WITH A 12 MONTH/12,000 MILE WARRANTY

OUR WEBSITE

FOR SPECIAL
DISCOUNTS FOR
TEACHERS, STUDENTS,
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES,
& SENIOR CITIZENS

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT SCAN
&
VISUAL BRAKE
INSPECTION

JONVNILNIVIA ‘NOISSINSNVYHL 8 INIONT 'SIONVHI 110 ' SdN INNL LNIANSITY

Compost Bins

Available for the

reduced price of

Turn your yard
waste and kitchen
scraps into
nutrient-rich
compost with the
easy-to-use

Soilsaver Composter.

Register for a
FREE workshop online:

Order today!

www.recyclesmart.org

Offer available to residents of Danville, Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, San Ramon, Walnut
Creck and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County. Sponsored by the Central Contra
Costa Solid Waste Authority and the City of San Ramon. *As long as supplies last.

Tax & shipping included

Recycle
“sse*Simart

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Stephanie Hom Moves On,
the House in Order

By Sophie Braccini
Moraga Administrative Serv-
ices Director Stephanie Hom
will be leaving the town staff and re-
turning as of July 1 to the city of Oak-
land as its deputy city manager, a
professional opportunity she says she
couldn’t pass up. During her time in
Moraga, Hom set in place financial
and other administrative systems that
should continue to keep the town in
check. Town Manager Jill Keimach
noted at a recent meeting that Hom
had “made an indelible mark on the
organization and the community.”
Hom has accomplished a lot dur-
ing her four years in Moraga. “First
the council had a goal of creating a
five-year financial planning tool,” she
said. “And we didn’t build a binder
that would sit on a shelf; we built it
into the budget process. It is ongoing
and allows us to make financial pro-
jections.” The document includes fi-
nancial policies, such as the recently
approved structural balanced budget.
The town received an award two
years in a row for another financial
system created, the publication of a
Comprehensive Annual Financial Re-
port (CAFR). The main driver behind
developing the document was when
the town issued a debt of $7.2 million
(against the 1 percent sales tax meas-
ure revenue stream), said Hom. “We
have to report to all these investors

what our trends are every year. Now
we have all the data in one place, and
we can just send them the report that
also contains 10 years of history of the
town.”

Hom was also in charge of the
town's human resources. “People be-
fore me set up systems and had doc-
uments, [ just took those and
improved and expanded them,” she
said. The town now uses a compre-
hensive personnel rules manual,
thanks to Hom. “We will have to
keep up with changes in regulations,
but we now have a basis for how
things are done,” she said.

Focusing on internal operations,
Hom also improved the management
and compliance of all contracts by
subcontractors. “Things were spottier
before,” she said. “Now the contrac-
tors have to have the right insurance
and a signed contract with us.” She
also reviewed employees’ safety and
ergonomics.

Hom is confident in the town’s
approval of Measure K, designed to
fund the deferred maintenance of
Moraga’s infrastructure. She agrees
with the Audit and Finance Commit-
tee that there are still millions of de-
ferred maintenance costs not being
addressed. “The committee worked
with staff to come up with an inven-
tory and a schedule of deferred main-

But Leaves

tenance,” said Hom. “The town
should spend about $600,000 a year
to replace its assets, and there is also a
backlog. This is the biggest challenge
this town has.” She is hopeful that in-
creased property tax revenue will be
directed toward maintenance in Mor-
aga. She believes that the community
will need to have a discussion on
ways to address the issue, possibly
using some influx of money from de-
velopers’ fees at the onset and increase
savings into replacement funds.

Hom believes one of Moraga’s
challenges is dealing with the sales
tax leakage caused when residents
purchase goods outside of town, in-
cluding gas — an ongoing trend, she
says.

While Hom says she has learned
a lot and built strong connections in
Moraga, she feels pulled by the bigger
issues facing Oakland and is excited
by the fact that Oakland’s new mayor,
Libby Schaaf, is providing great lead-
ership. Hom will join an all-female
team with two assistant city man-
agers.

“Everybody is ready to make a
positive change,” said Hom, who has
18 years of previous experience at the
4,000-employee city of Oakland. As
she did in Moraga, Hom will focus on
internal operations such as finance or
business processes.
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SUPPORT THE JULY 4TH
FIREWORKS SHOW!
BUY A ROCKET

Page: AS

925-888-7045 « www.moragarec.com

B Moraca PARKS & RECREATION

home/made kitchen
café & bakery

Please join us every
Friday night for prix
| fixe dinners, 5:30-8:00.

Menu posted weekly on our website.

| —
—_—

Please note: home/made kitchen will close early
Friday 7/3 at 8pm and remain closed 7/4 for the holiday.

We will serve brunch 8-2
Sunday 7/5

We thank everyone for your support and
enthusiasm and wish you all a safe and
happy July 4th with family and friends.

337 Rheem Blvd, Moraga; 925-388-0841
www.homemadekitchen.com

— Judy’s Nail Salon

*s 8 13 YEAR ANNIVERSARY IN MORAGA.

New Remodel Mention this ad for
New Manicurists FREE hot wax or de51gn
Summer Special : %all)kuffef Shlmn}’
Regular MAN & PED $25 ¢ “nwecome

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. Pedicure $35

New Fiber Gel Set & Reg. Pedicure $50 (tasts 3-4 weeks)
THANK YOU LAMORINDA CUSTOMERS SUPPORT OUR BUSINESSALL YEARS

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 or 9998 Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon — Sat: 10am -7pm * Sun: 10am-6pm

ﬁ;'m FI%
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last 5 days!

CONCORD
SUN VALLEY

RUG RENOVATION
CLEARANCE

/5% off.

The Fine Rug Gallery is having a makeover and we need to make room
for new merchandise. Find incredible prices on one-of-a-kind hand-
knotted Oriental rugs, hand-crafted wool rugs and machine-woven
reproductions in a variety of styles and colors. Shop sizes from 2'x3'

to 9'x12' room sizes. Bring your fabric swatches, room sizes and
ideas—our rug specialists are ready to find your perfect rug.
Best of all, you can take your rug home today!

At this Fine Rug Gallery:

Men’s/Home Store 410 Sun Valley Mall, Concord

| — :
I L e
TR T

*

A, I:idlh'

the moglcl of

OCV

ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. RENOVATION ENDS 7/5/15. *Intermediate price reductions may have
been taken. Clearance items will not go up in price. All sales final. Floor stock only. Delivery not available. Styles shown are representative of the group. Prices and merchandise may differ on macys.com
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Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, July 7, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 14, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, July 8, 6:30 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

L ICE

Orlnda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report June
7-20

Abandoned Vehicle

30 block Knickerbocker Ln
Alarms
Animal Cruelty

Theatre Square
911 calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Barking Dog

10 block Altarinda Dr

100 block Rheem Bl

70 block Orchard Rd
Burglary, Auto

100 block Brookwood Rd

San Pablo Dam /Bear Creek Rds

20 block Bryant Wy

200 block Hall Dr
Burglary, Residential

700 block Miner Rd

60 block La Cresta Rd

60 block Sleepy Hollow Ln
Civil Problem

20 block Descanso Dr

10 block Calvin Ct

Theatre Square (standby)
Disturbance

Bevmo (domestic)

100 block Monte Vista (civil)

Orinda Community Center
Health & Safety Violation

Theatre Square
Theft, ID

reported to P.D.

100 block Van Ripper Ln

40 block Tarry Ln

100 block Moraga Wy
Theft, Petty

50 block Sleepy Hollow Ln

300 block Dalewood Dr (2)

20 block Culver Ct (from vehicle)

10 block Irwin Wy (from vehicle)

700 block Miner Rd

100 block Canon Dr (2)

20 block Orinda Wy

70 block El Toyonal

60 block Ivy Ln

50 block Donna Maria Wy

30 block Underhill Rd
Fireworks

Ivy Dr/Coral Dr
Forgery

70 block Ardilla Rd
Harassment

30 block Evergreen Dr
Hit & Run

10 block Theatre Square
Juvenile Disturbance

.!’ IRINI
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Maul'eé"_n Wilbur

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Maureen Wilbur~ Successful~ Caring~ Solution

Oriented~ Experienced Problem Solver

“...the unbelievable amount of personal attention given by Maureen to
me and my home were above and beyond anything | could have imagined.
The end result was far more than | had hoped. She was my realtor,
but now she is my friend.” Theresa H.

Direct: (925)253-631 |

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com

www.MaureenWilbur.com  caere #012¢853¢

LN T LT

Third Time’s the Charm

Orinda celebrates 30 years of incorporation

By Cathy Dausman

o

af—r

11-

Orinda’s First City Council at the 1985 Fourth of July parade Back, from left: Aldo Guidotti, Bobble Landers and

Dick Heggie; front: Bill Dabel and Joe Harb

ndependence Day takes on double

meaning in Orinda this year, as its
residents celebrate the 30th anniver-
sary of its incorporation July | along
with the nation’s Fourth of July cele-
bration three days later. In historical
perspective, it almost didn’t happen.
There were two failed prior attempts
—one in the mid-1950s and a second
in 1967 before “the vote for incorpo-
ration won hands down,” said Bobbie
Landers in remarks to this paper in
2010.

Landers was one of Orinda's five
original city council members, having
moved to Orinda 20 years before it
became a city because of “the nice-
ness of the town.”

“People wanted to captain their

own ship,” Landers said. Fortunately
for incorporation fans, the third time
was the charm. Landers said what
made the difference was that “we had
more information and facts [in the
1980s].”

The Orinda area also wanted bet-
ter police protection and more say in
planning, she said. Landers has seen
what she called “very, very positive
things” happen with the city since
1985 because of what she said are the
city’s “multiple people and diverse in-
terests.”

Joyce Hawkins served on the city
council as both member and mayor
between 1992 and 2004. She remem-
bers co-chairing with two others and
a “huge” committee to promote the

Photo courtesy of the Orinda Historical Society

city’s vote for incorporation in 1984.
Hawkins moved to Orinda in 1970
and began work on the Orinda Asso-
ciation planning commission, which
held an advisory role to county gov-
ernment.

Hawkins said the big catalyst for
incorporation was to gain planning
control. Prior to 1985, the jurisdiction
of Orinda’s modest 12.8 acres rested
in Martinez, the Contra Costa County
seat. At the time, Hawkins said
Orinda won most battles with the
county over residential development
but lost out on commercial develop-
ment. She remembers Martinez meet-
ings lasting until 2 a.m. Then
developers sought to tear down the
Orinda Theatre and erect a five-story

building in its place.

“We lost that battle [originally],”
Hawkins said, until a law firm
stepped in to provide pro-bono help.
The first step to incorporation was to
raise money for a Local Agency For-
mation Commission study, which, if
approved, would allow Orindans to
vote on becoming a city. When the
study was approved, the committee
went to work, “diligently” promoting
the idea of Orinda as a city.

Simultaneously, 19 candidates
began campaigning for one of five
seats on a city council, assuming
Orinda incorporation passed. This
would be a last attempt at incorpora-
tion.

Ironically, one of those working
against incorporation was Aldo
Guidotti, who was elected to the first
city council. Results of the March
1985 election was 60 percent for in-
corporation, a “spectacular victory,”
Hawkins said, adding “after that, it
became much more difficult to incor-
porate.”

Orinda was the last of the Lamor-
inda communities to incorporate, after
Lafayette in 1968 and Moraga in
1974. “It was an exciting time [for
Orinda],” said Hawkins.

To celebrate its birth as a city, the
Orinda Association began hosting a
Fourth of July parade. Strangely
enough, the biggest issue 30 years ago
was city road conditions; although
Hawkins recalls that the county spent
far less on repairs than the city has
done since. Perhaps the road to self-
governance is paved with good inten-
tions.

Concerns Are Raised as Sidewalk
Construction Begins on Ivy and Coral Drives

By Jennifer Wake
Signs and sandwich boards went
up as construction of 5-foot
sidewalks began last week on por-
tions of Ivy Drive and Coral Drive in
Orinda. The construction is part of
the Ivy and Coral Drive Sidewalk
project, which is being partially
funded by a federal grant through the
Safe Routes to School Program.
Two meetings were held in Sep-
tember to alert residents about the
construction, as well as the resurfac-
ing of Ivy Drive, but a broader pro-
posed master plan, called the Orinda
Intermediate School Sidewalk Mas-
ter Plan, was presented to the City

Orinda Way/Camino Sobrante

Orinda Woods/Kite Hill Rd

500 block Orindawoods
Litter

10 block Orinda Way
Loud Music

Donald Dr/Courtney Ln
Loud Party

30 block Valley View Rd

Knickerbocker/Lucille
Littering

20 block Calvin Ct
Loud noise

10 block Warford Ter

Glorietta Bl/Orchard Rd

Miramonte High School
Missing Adult

10 block Corte Sabrita
Neighbor Dispute

10 block El Toyonal
Ordnance Violation

El Dorado/Loma Vista
Police/Fire EMS

40 block Owl Hill Rd

Lavenida/Moraga Wy
Probation Violation

Hwy 24/St Stephen’s Dr
Panhandling

Starbucks
Public Nuisance

Camino Pablo/Hwy 24

Reckless Driving
Moraga Wy/Monte Veda
St Stephen’s Dr/Hwy 24
Moraga Wy/Glorietta Bl
40 block Lost Valley Dr
Camino Pablo/Ardilla Dr
Glorietta Bl/Virginia Dr
Moraga Wy/Brookwood Rd
Shoplift
Rite Aid
Susp. Circumstances 5
Suspicious Vehicle
Suspicious Subject
Throw from Moving Vehicle
Moraga Wy/Glorietta Bl
Traffic Stops
Trespass
10 block Monte Vista Rd
Camino Sobrante/La Cuesta
Camino Sobrante/Las Casca
Unwanted Guest
60 block Orchard Rd
20 block Orinda Wy
Vandalism
100 block Brookwood Rd
30 block Charles Hill Cr
Starbucks
Vehicle Theft
Bank of America
Warrant Service
10 block Robert Rd

115

Council March 3. The OIS-SMP
proposes adding sidewalks along
both sides of Ivy Drive, from Cielo
Court to Coral Drive, and on both
sides of Coral Drive, from Ivy Drive
to Moraga Way. The OIS-SMP pro-
posal came as a surprise to Orinda
resident Kim White, who attended the
council meeting. “After two meetings
held in the community, the sidewalk
project was never discussed as a mas-
ter plan,” she said. “It was dumped on
us like a bomb as part of Ivy Drive
getting fully paved.”

While some residents were sup-
portive of additional sidewalk con-
struction, citing traffic safety
concerns, others questioned the side-
walk placement decision, preferring

sidewalk construc-
tion on only the west
side of Ivy and north
side of Coral.
Council advised
staff to present the
OIS-SMP to the
Traffic Safety Advi-
sory Committee and
to get TSAC’s rec-
ommendation. “It’s
premature to discuss
the plan before it
goes to TSAC,” said
Vice Mayor Victoria
Smith.
... continued
on page Al12

Ivy Drlve at Flesta Circle

Photo Vlctor Ryerson

Responsive, attentive and professional care

in the environment our seniors desire most-AT HOME!

e Companionship & more

Care
findecd

(925) 317-3080
www.Carelndeed.com

Call us anytime you need an extra hand.
Our caregivers, all bonded and insured,
lend a hand in caring for your loved ones:

» Bathing, dressing, grooming & toileting

« Light housekeeping & meal preparation

» Transportation, shopping & errands

» Medication reminders & physical activities
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RESDENTIAL ERORELALE

Frank Woodward Tina Jones 925-330-2620

Team@ W’oodwardJ onesTeam.com WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service
Are you thinking about home improvements?

We offer a complimentary consultation on what will bring
you the greatest return for your investment.
Utilize our expertise from having sold well over 1000 homes.

'y Property Spectalists

CalBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Planning Commussion Considers Assisted Living Facility Zoning Regulations

By Victor Ryerson

t its June 23 meeting, the

Orinda Planning Commission
grappled with how to treat a property
included in a “PS” district, which ap-
plies to public and semi-public uses.
The property raising the issue falls be-
tween the cracks of Orinda's zoning
regulations in two ways.

The item came before the com-
mission as the result of a prospective
application for approval of an assisted
living facility on a parcel adjacent to
eastbound Wilder Road and close to
Highway 24. That application has not
yet been filed, and the merits were not
before the commission, but the
owner's discussions with planning de-
partment staff raised ambiguities in

the current zoning regulations,
prompting the staff to seek resolution
of the problems by bringing them to
the City Council. Obtaining a recom-
mendation from the commission to
the council is the first step in the
process of clarifying the zoning law.
The commission was first called
upon to decide whether an “assisted
living facility” conforms to the defi-
nition of “congregate care” in the
Orinda Municipal Code. In the code,
“congregate care residential” means a
facility that provides 24-hour non-
medical care of persons needing per-
sonal services, supervision or
assistance. The question arose be-
cause of the anticipated nature of the

care to be provided, and because
some — but not all — of the residential
units are expected to have small
kitchen facilities, although residents
will be fed in a common dining room.
Alternatively, a “convalescent facil-
ity,” which is not a permitted use in a
PS district, is one that provides med-
ical care, and a “dwelling, multifam-
ily” is a building that basically must
have a separate kitchen in each unit.

From four alternatives proposed
by the staff, the commission unani-
mously recommended that the coun-
cil amend the definition of
“congregate care” to clarify that
kitchens are not required in each unit
in a congregate care facility.

The second and more difficult
question before the commission was
whether the development standards
for any PS district in Orinda should
be those that apply to a residential dis-
trict or a downtown district. Orinda's
Zoning Code mandates that the appli-
cable standard must be that required
by the closest adjoining residential or
downtown district zoning regulations.
The problem is that the PS district
under review does not adjoin either of
those types of districts because of its
location near the entrance to the
Wilder development. Only two other
such PS properties exist within
Orinda, and both of those are utility-
owned parcels bounded by other util-

ity lands.

Following a brief discussion, the
commission essentially decided to
kick the can down the road. From
four possible alternatives suggested
by the staff, the commission con-
cluded that the code section does not
clearly provide which development
standards apply here, because no
property in the residential or down-
town district adjoins the site under re-
view, and recommended that the
council amend the code to specify
clearly which development standards
apply.

The council will consider the two
recommendations at a July meeting.

Gas Pipeline Tree Removal Revisited

By Cathy Tyson
bout 300 Orinda residents will
oon be receiving a letter from
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
about gas transmission lines that run
through their property. The utility’s
Pipeline Pathways project from over
a year ago is back, but overhauled to
ditch the original chainsaw approach
with a more collaborative move-the-
tree tactic and renamed as the “Com-
munity Pipeline Safety Initiative.”

Acknowledging that there was
room for improvement over the prior
version of the plan, PG&E spokesper-
son Jeff Smith explained the utility is
collaborating with residents to find a so-
lution to make the pipelines safer and
more accessible to first responders in
the event of an emergency or natural
disaster. He explained that PG&E will
pay for all work and re-landscaping
through shareholder dollars, so cus-

tomer rates won’t be impacted. Tree
roots can damage underground
pipeline.

Trees, certain shrubs like junipers,
hot tubs, pool decks, storage sheds and
sport courts should not be within five
feet of either side of the pipe, but veg-
etable gardens, low lying vegetation
or lawns are fine. Larger trees should
be located at least 14 feet away.

... continued on page A12

MORAGA $2,500,000
4/3.5. Exquisite estate in a very private
setting! Gorgeous grounds w/large spa.
4542 sq.feet.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

L i Y
ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $3,695,000
5/4.5. High Tech Lux.Tuscan Villa. 4757
sq. ft w/ 400 sf. Guest/Pool house on
nearly gated acre in Sleepy Hollow.
David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

MORAGA $549,000
2/2. Simply charming single Ivl end unit
townhome located in desirable
Miramonte Gardens.

Cathy Schultheis CalBRE# 01005765

Live The Retirement That You Deserve
With A Reverse Mortgage!

* For homeowners age 62 and older

* You retain the title
* No monthly mortgage

* No limitations on how

David Chang
Reverse Mortgage Advisor
NMLS #913224

* No income or credit score requirements

Reverse Mortgage Solutions, Inc. dba Security One Lending,
NMLS ID 107636. 2727 Spring Creek Drive, Spring, TX 77373,
Licensed by the Dept of Business Oversight under the CA Resdiential Mortgage

Phone: 925-984-1190

payments

you spend the proceeds

¥ Lendin g Act #4131074. Homeowner remains responsible for paying property taxes,
required insurance and home maintenance. This ad i for a 1st mortgage loan.

OLDWELL BANKER

SO

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

ORINDA $1,419,500
3/2.5.Absolute Luxury close to
Downtown. Spectacular 3972 sqft
picturesque home is its serene location.

Vlatka Bathgate

CalBRE# 01390784 Ana Zimmank

LAFAYETTE $1,349,000
3/2. LExceptional 1.22 acre lot to build or
create your own unique estate. Let your
imagination wander.

CalBRE#00469962

Happy Birthday, America!

Proud sponsor of the
Orinda Association’s 2015
Fourth of July celebration

Coldwell Banker:
We love where we live.

=5

MORAGA $785,000
3/2.5. Lovely updated Moraga Country
Club townhome conveniently located
close to downtown.

Laura Abrams CalBRE# 01272382

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 21| | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ORINDA $2,478,000
4/2.5. Fabulous Glorietta Home: over |
acre & remodeled w/ incredible
attention to detail.

Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

i i : |
MORAGA $1,399,000
5/2.5. Classic traditional updated &
expanded. Spacious rooms offering an
abundance of light.

Cathy Schultheis CalBRE#01005765

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

ORINDA $1,496,000
5/3.5. Stunning Views. Luxury
contemporary home w/ grand entry
makes an immediate impression.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $925 000
2++/|++. Investment Property. 3 separate
units . Charming farm house w/apt &
cottage.

Fellner/Molloy CalBRE#01428834/01910108

MORAGA $1,565,000
5/2.5.2765 square feet on .36 acre flat
lot, completely updated with park-like
yard, cul-de-sac

Kirsten Buckley CalBRE# 0I922658

LAFAYETTE $2,400,000
4/2.5. Luxurious Adobe Retreat.

STUNNING views. Private wine country
style estate, minutes from school & freeway.
Susan Schlicher CalBRE#01395579

MORAGA $2,099,000
5/4.5. Grand Mediterranean in coveted
private court w/enormous great room.
Close to park & schools.

Soraya Golesorkhi  CalBRE# 01771736

ORINDA $1,498,000
5/3.5. Magnificent Riviera style home
with pool.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $6,500,000
5/5.3. Happy Valley new const., 2.91
acre w/pano views, Chef’s kit w/Pewter
island, pool and spa.

The Beaubelle Group ~ CalBRE#00678426

californiamoves.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors

Wednesday, July 1, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 15, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Roomj
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

much higher.

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, July 21, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http:/alturl.com/5p9pu.

The driver lost control of the car as the
mortar shells exploded. The young
man sitting shotgun took the full brunt
of the blast in his face and on his torso.

“Mortar shells and skyrockets can
cause damage four or five blocks
away,” said Massenkoff, providing a
terrifying perspective to the serious-
ness of the accident.

Playing with illegal fireworks can
cause more than bodily harm. Two
boys were shooting bottle rockets in
Moraga behind the Rheem Shopping
Center in 2009. One of the rockets
shot sideways into dry brush and
started a fire, which burned five acres
and took 78 firefighters to control, ac-
cording to Healy.

It turned out that one of the boys
was supplied the bottle rockets by his
mother.  “When the other boy’s
mother found out (later), she brought
her son to station 41. The on-duty
captain called me,” said Healy, who
noted that the mother who provided
the bottle rockets was prosecuted by
the Contra Costa County district at-
torney. “The consequences of a fire
started illegally with fireworks or fire-
crackers can be severe. Criminal
charges, injuries, litigation, and cost-
recovery for extinguishing the fire, to
name a few,” said the chief.

Massenkoff pointed out an addi-

Emergency response information
and training:

Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
www.lamorindacert.org.

Thank you for

recycling this paper.
Itis printed on at
least 50% recycled
material and
vegetable based ink
and should be
recycled again.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

Do Not Try This at Home

Had this Moraga bottle rocket fire of six years ago occurred in 2015, the environmental damage could have been

Photo courtesy Moraga-Orinda Fire District

tional negative consequence of illegal
fireworks activity. “Two years ago,
we had active fires to respond to, but
we had no one to send to cover them,
because of all of the fireworks-related
fires,” he said.

“All fireworks of any type are il-
legal to possess and use in Contra
Costa County,” said Lon Goetsch,
ConFire assistant chief. “We have

many public displays throughout the
county — east, central and west. Please
enjoy those public displays.”

Saving human life is paramount,
but firefighters are also charged with
protecting the environment, which is
often destroyed because of the lack of
sound human judgment. Goetsch
stressed that the risk factor of using il-
legal fireworks has been upped this

Wednesday, July 1, 2015

year because of the serious drought
conditions. “It’s a real problem and
it’s a real danger,” he said.

“And this year, it’s going to be
bad.”

Moraga Fireworks
Display Fundraiser

Help the Town of Moraga reach its
fundraising goal of $25,000 for the
2015 fireworks show. A minimum
donation of $50 per rocket will help
offset costs to continue this event.
Donate online
(https://secure.rec1l.com/CA/mor
aga-parks-recreation/Dona-
tions/Buy-a-Rocket/7643)  or
send a check to: Town of Moraga,
Parks and Recreation, 2100 Donald
Drive, Moraga, CA 94556, Attn:
Buy-A-Rocket.

Fireworks will kick off at dark on
July 4 over the Moraga Golf Course,
on Moraga Way. Parking is available
at the Moraga Commons and over-
flow parking is available

near Moraga Center.

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify

most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs oy
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry,
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels! :
925_827_ 1 093 Paul Kephart Ma_ster Craftsman
) ) ] www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.

Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244

o LERE % AR NPT TR "|I AET EARM IS THERE®
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
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925.«3?6“11_1_8'
CALL TOM

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
Residential * Commercial * Industrial
A"‘E?E’ S S o s 101
~ e All Work Done by Owner
10651555 iz

T
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[T —r—1"

rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Gomplete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

“www.BurkinElectric.net

Sole Proprietor
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Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
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Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only
accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us
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your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will
be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines.
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

Thanks to the amazing support we received from
Moraga voters throughout our Town, in just three
short weeks, our “Keep Moraga Semi-Rural” volun-
teer signature gatherers were able to secure over 1,500
signatures (15% of Moraga’s voters) on our Referen-
dum Petitions. That total far exceeded the 1,003 sig-
natures that were required.

We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of response
we received. Our basic “Keep Moraga Semi-Rural”
message resonated with many long-time residents as
well as young families. We very clearly heard Mora-
gans express their keen opposition to the Town Coun-
cil’s approval of the massive project on the Moraga
Way next to the Firehouse.

The next step in the process is for the County Elec-
tions Department to verify that the number of valid
signatures on the petitions exceeds the minimum re-
quired. We don’t yet know how long that might take.
Once that validation process is complete, then the
Moraga Town Council will have to consider what
path to take in response to the very substantial number
of Moragans who have already gone on record telling
the Town Council they disagree with the majority of
Council members who voted for the rezoning.
Alternatively, it can either call for a Special Election,
which would be expensive or it can put the issue on
the ballot at the next General Election, which is a
much less expensive process.

We encourage you to closely follow the Town Coun-
cil’s actions. Let them know your views on what
course they should next take — for smart and thought-
ful growth to preserve the Semi-Rural Moraga that
we all love.

The Friends of Semi-Rural Moraga

Editor:

I read the Lamorinda Weekly May 20 front page story,
“Planting the Seeds of Hope,” about the wonderful
teachers and fifth graders of Burton Valley Elemen-
tary School who are promoting the survival of the
Monarch butterflies. When asked by writer Lavin
what is causing the precipitous demise of the
Monarch butterfly, Ms. Ketcham answered,
“RoundUp.”

I agree. Lamorinda residents, including those of us
from Parents for a Safer Environment, attended the
“Marches against Monsanto* in Oakland on May
23rd. We joined residents of 428 cities in 38 countries
all over the world, including Bay Area cities, to ex-
press outrage over Monsanto’s unethical means of
promoting GMO and pesticide products like Roundup
and profiting at the expense of the community’s and
environment’s health.

Public agencies, professional and home gardeners
alike have become so dependent on Roundup, a seem-
ingly simple answer to weed control. Data from the
US EPA’s Pesticides Industry Sales and Usage 2006
and 2007 Market Estimates Report shows that the ac-
tive ingredient, glyphosate, is being applied at the rate
of over 10 million pounds a year in the United States
for non-agricultural purposes alone.

Recently in March of 2015, the World Health Organi-
zation, International Agency for Research on Cancer
(WHO IARC) re-classified glyphosate as a “probable
carcinogen.” In addition to glyphosate linked with can-
cer, peer-reviewed and published studies from 2003 to
2010 also link glyphosate to increased rate of breast can-
cer growth at the levels found in the bloodstream of
Roundup applicators and other concerning studies such
as birth defects and hormone disruption in animals.
But our government has decided that the economic
benefits outweigh the damage caused by Roundup to

date and allows Roundup and thousands of other pes-
ticides (herbicides, insecticides, rodenticides, fungi-
cides, etc..) that have even more evidence of damage
to people, wildlife and the environment.

Here are a few simple ways to fight back: Join Parents
for a Safer Environment, a local East Bay grass roots
organization that’s been working since 2003 educat-
ing us and urging our schools, cities, and county to
find safer alternatives to Round Up and other pesti-
cides. Or Join your neighbors through NextDoor and
organize to be heard by your local schools, cities and
county officials.

We must act now for our sake, the sake of our children
and our planet’s future.

Christine Steck
Moraga

Editor:

With much fanfare, the Central Contra Costa Solid
Waste Authority and the "rebranded" Republic Serv-
ices announced that the region would be receiving
new garbage cans. Some questioned the need for this
change as clearly the change wasn't necessary for any
practical need such as to accommodate new auto-
mated trucks. Moreover, there was the legitimate
concern of creating new waste with the disposal of
the old cans.

Nonetheless, all the concerns were dealt with and the
new cans started arriving in Orinda in June. However,
the exchange did not go as advertised. For starters,
the new cans were supposed to be delivered the day
before the normal garbage pickup day. Instead, in
some areas of Orinda, new cans have arrived on the
same day as garbage pickup. The old cans were sup-
posed to be removed after the garbage pickup, but this
did not always happen either. As a result, homeown-
ers have been forced to leave unsightly cans in front
of their property for periods exceeding two weeks and
counting.

More disturbing has been the quality of the new cans.
After the first week of normal use, I photographed an
organics can, which had lost a wheel. This morning,
I spotted a 2-week-old landfill can with its lid com-
pletely missing:

Clearly this has been an ambitious and costly ex-
change without any obvious necessity. The quality of
the previous cans was hardly exemplary. If this is an
indication of the quality of the new cans, how many
of these new cans will require replacement and who
will pay for it?

Edouard Lagache
Orinda

Editor:

It is sad but no surprise that Stephanie Hom is leaving
the Town of Moraga's staff for a bigger job in Oak-
land. During her three years at Administrative Service
Director she improved our financial controls and re-
porting to a level far above what we experienced
when I was on the Town Council. She is a star, and
larger cities can pay more for stars. Most Moraga res-
idents never meet the members of the town staff as
they come and go, but we should understand that the
quality of our staff is very important. Thanks to for-
mer Town Manager Phil Vince for initiating the im-
provement several years ago and to current Town
Manager Jill Keimach for continuing it. All the best
to you, Stephanie.

Dale Walwark
Moraga



WOODBURY

LAFAYETTE

ENJOY MORE OF
WHAT YOU LOVE. GARDEN FLATS

F he L 1 Milli
Introducing Woodbury, a community of new luxury Garden Flats rom the Low $1 Millions

and Terrace Flats in the heart of downtown Lafayette designed with
“lock and leave” living in mind.

TERRACE FLATS
Now Celebrating Our Grand Opening From the High $800,000s

Garden Flats Models & Terrace Flats Interactive Tours
Open Daily

925.299.1325 | WoodburyNWHM.com
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SHERRIE B. PERLSTEIN

Realtor®
925.766.3030
Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com
License #: 00925213

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

www.lamorindaweekly.com

ORINDA COUNTRY CLUB CHARMER

7 925-377-0977
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Nestled into the hillside on a cul-de-sac in the highly coveted Orinda Country Club area of Orinda, this
custom 3BR/2BA, 1855+ sq. ft., mid-century home is filled with character and charm. Updated eat-in
kitchen and updated bathrooms. Spacious living room with vaulted beamed ceilings, walls of glass and
hardwood floors. Additional room for an office or den. Close to downtown. 12 years of top rated schools.

Offered at $925,000 | Virtual Tour: www.TourFactory.com/1380976

The robust Spring Real Estate market seeing record prices continues into the Summer selling season.
Call for a FREE confidential Market Analysis and opinion of value of your home at 925.766.3030

REDEFINING THE WAY BUSINESS IS DONE

SHERRIE B. PERLSTEIN

www.OrindaHome.com

925.766.3030

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117, Orinda, CA 94563 | a' Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

Business

Claim Your Space in Lafayette's Latest Hideout

By A.K. Carroll

Photos A.K. Carroll

€€ ou know that space you walked into as a kid? The place

you took all your favorite things and made into your
own?” J.B. Balingit asks as he gestures over a plate of bright or-
ange sweet potato fries. He sits across from me at a patio table
outside of the Hideout Kitchen & Cafe on a Wednesday after-
noon, the sun scarcely slipping through tree branches and um-
brellas. “That’s the sort of place I had in mind.”

I take a bite of a thick crisp tuna melt, juicy tomatoes and
fresh cucumbers enclosed between a layer of cheese and a layer
of tuna salad, all of it sandwiched in panini-pressed slices of
Boudin sourdough. “The tuna melt is from Little Star,” says
Balingit. “But the curry wrap is an original.”

Much like the cafe’s decor, Hideout’s menus are an eclectic
array of favorites, from a waffle sandwich stuffed with country-
fried steak and doused in syrup and gravy to the Lafayette salad
loaded with summer berries, cucumbers and crushed almonds,
to a bowl of clams and mussels soaking in a white wine butter
sauce. Compiled and executed by Balingit himself, the menu re-
flects a range of culinary influences.

Born in Los Angeles and raised by Filipino parents, Balingit
grew up immersed in the bold sauces and dark, rich flavors of
Spanish and Filipino-influenced dishes. At age 10 his family
moved to the Philippines, where his parents inherited his grand-
mother’s restaurant and catering company. “I grew up eating
what was available,” says Balingit, who became accustomed to
having food grown within walking distance of his family’s
kitchen, much of it in his own backyard. Farm-to-table wasn’t a
concept — it was the only way of eating.

Balingit didn’t officially enter the culinary scene until mov-
ing back to California. After filling out 87 job applications, he
started as a busboy at Fresh Choice, a humbling experience for
the ambitious 19-year-old. “T wasn’t afraid of hard work,” says
Balingit, who learned the importance of good service as he pro-
gressed from busboy to food runner to server to line cook, and
finally to sous chef, working at Chevys (Pleasant Hill), Little Star
Cafe (Walnut Creek), and Pasta Pomodoro (Pleasant Hill) before
making it to the Sausalito Yacht Club, where he began honing
his culinary skills.

Balingit later spent valuable time working in San Francisco’s
Brickhouse Caf¢ and brainstorming with local chefs, but his
strongest culinary ties were back in the East Bay with John,
Dave, and Chris Marcovici, owners of Jack’s Restaurant and Bar
(Pleasant Hill). “The only reason I was confident enough to open
this place were the skills they gave me,” says Balingit of his ex-
perience as Jack’s sous chef and director of culinary operations.

“What it is now is exactly how I envisioned it when I drove
into the parking lot the first time.” Though the name was a while
coming, the Hideout has become just that — a place where Balin-
git has brought many of his favorite things, including a collection
of old Hangar One bottles, mix and match silverware, reclaimed
wood, and handmade art installations. “Every piece of furniture
has a story,” he says.

The interior of the restaurant resembles a well-swept barn
with a flair of rustic charm from exposed brick, distressed wood,
repurposed fruit crates, and caged light fixtures. Sturdy tables
with mismatched antique chairs seat 2-6 guests, a bar is lined
with high-backed seats and a “wine room” can hold parties of 8-
10. The space is small, but not crowded, with a wall of floor-to-
ceiling windows that open to the outdoor patio and let in light.

The Hideout isn’t a place to visit if you have a movie to catch

or a deadline to meet. The service is slow, but sincere, and for
the most part that’s by design. It may be a generous 20 minutes
between your heirloom tomato bruschetta and bacon-sage brus-
sel sprouts, and your waiter may not ask after you often, but when
he does he will really mean it. The spot is better suited for a
leisurely evening than a power lunch, with a minimal kitchen
staff putting things together plate-by-plate.

Lunch, dinner, and weekend brunch menus are seasonally
influenced and extensive in their offerings. With an array of sand-
wiches and wraps, salads, pastas, and entrees that range from
fried chicken and biscuits to rack of lamb served with sweet
sautéed kale, you’re almost certain to find something that suits
your palate. Just be sure to order enough wine to sip as you await
its arrival.

Bring a book, bring a
friend, bring whatever it is that
will make the Hideout feel like
home and spend some time
making this space your space,
as you nibble and nosh
through a meal.

The Hideout Kitchen and Café
3406 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
(925) 900-8861

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended to inform the community about local
business activities, not to endorse a particular company, product or service.

. ousiness briefs

Seven Hills School Welcomes New Headmaster

975 North San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek

(925) 933-0666 — sevenhillsschool.org

Kathleen McNamara will begin her tenure as Head of School at The Seven
Hills School effective July 1. Most recently, she has been Head of School at
Tuxedo Park School in Tuxedo Park, New York. The Seven Hills School, an
independent school serving approximately 400 preschool through eighth grade
students, many of whom are from Lamorinda, was founded in 1962, and sits
at the edge of Heather Farm Park in Walnut Creek. “Kathleen is the perfect
leader for Seven Hills,” Sameer Hilal, chair of the school’s Board of Trustees
said, “with broad and deep experience in independent school teaching and
leadership. She embraces the distinctive mission of Seven Hills, respects the
school visionaries on whose shoulders we now stand, and will lead with an
innovative spirit toward the future. We considered 65 candidates for this im-
portant post, from around the world, and we’re confident we’ve found a great
leader.”

Hilal expressed his appreciation to Bill Miller, headmaster at Seven Hills for
the past 23 years, who retired on June 30. “We are thankful to Bill for his ex-
emplary service to Seven Hills,” Hilal said. “When he arrived on our campus
in 1992, he created a transformative vision of a school that would change the
face of education in San Francisco’s East Bay communities. He succeeded
wildly and has our deepest gratitude.”

News from the Three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette

The Entrepreneur's Club will meet at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, July 16 in the Cham-
ber Conference Room.

Enjoy Coffee with the Mayor at 8 a.m. Friday, July 24 in the Chamber Con-
ference Room.

There is a Green Committee meeting scheduled at noon Tuesday, July 28 in
the Chamber Conference Room. For information, visit lafayettechamber.org.

Orinda
The Chamber staff will be working at a hot dog concession stand after the
Fourth of July Parade at the Community Center Park. Stop by and say hello.
If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette

Sack the Bag

Drugstore CVS will switch over
to recycled paper bags without a
problem since they have other stores
that currently use paper bags. “In
compliance with the city of
Lafayette’s new ordinance, as of July
1, we will no longer provide plastic,
single-use carryout bags to our cus-
tomers,” said Stephanie Cunha, pub-
lic relations manager. “Per the
ordinance, reusable plastic and paper
bags will be available upon request
for a 10 cents per bag fee. Our
reusable bags are made from post-
consumer recycled material and are
100 percent recyclable.”

The goal of the new ordinance is
to reduce litter and waste, encourage
reusable bags as well as reduce con-
tamination in recycling and compost-
ing programs. According to the city
website page under Green Lafayette,
“The purpose of the regulations is to
reduce the impact of disposable bags
on the city and the environment. A
charge per bag has been shown to re-
duce the number of disposable bags
used.”

Single use plastic bags are the

most common type of litter, and most
types of plastic bags are not
biodegradable. It’s estimated that
more than 13 billion single-use plastic
bags are generated in California an-
nually, which translates into approxi-
mately 247 million pounds of bags
that end up in landfills every year, ac-
cording to the California Department
of Resources Recycling and Recov-
ery. The new rules help fulfill the
city’s environmental strategy that in-
cludes a goal of diverting 75 percent
of solid waste from landfill.

Plastic bags without handles that
carry produce, meat, chicken or bulk
items will still be complimentary at
stores.

Code Enforcement Officer Adam
Foster will be on the job to ensure that
businesses are monitored, but he’s
likely to encourage a carrot rather
than a stick approach. “The city’s new
ordinance requires a number of busi-
nesses to make adjustments,” he said.
“Extensive education and outreach
will be offered before any enforce-
ment is conducted.”

This is “a long time coming” said

... continued from page A2

Michael Cass, associate planner and
staff liaison to the Environmental
Task Force. He anticipates an adjust-
ment period, but adds the city is ded-
icated to “work with businesses to
help them succeed.” The Lafayette
regulations are modeled after Walnut
Creek’s plastic bag ordinance that
started in September of 2014. Mor-
aga and Orinda have no bag ban.

If the bag ban concept seems
vaguely familiar, residents may recall
back in October 2014 Gov. Jerry
Brown signing into law Senate Bill
270, the landmark bill banning single
use bags statewide that was supposed
to go into effect on Jan. 1, 2015.
Shortly after SB 270 was signed into
law, the American Progressive Bag
Alliance, representing the plastic bag
manufacturing industry, gathered sig-
natures to qualify for a referendum to
repeal it. The organization collected
over 800,000 signatures from Califor-
nia voters, more than enough to qual-
ify to put the referendum on the
ballot. Regardless of the outcome of
that vote, Lafayette is saying goodbye
to plastic bags.

Lafayette

EBMUD Work

Construction should start in the late
summer or early fall, says Black-
well.

Also breaking up the asphalt

and usually peaceful ambiance of
Las Huertas will be 1,600 feet of re-
located pipeline and water main re-
placement under the street, which is

... continued from page A3

being relocated due to age and its
fragile state that would not tolerate
expected road reconstruction,
planned for the near future.
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DISCOVER ORINDA’'S NEW
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RAISE A GLASS —
AND YOUR EXPECTATIONS
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TASTING

SCHEDULE
Immerse yourself

In our exciting new
7 10 ]5 ;| 47PM wine experience featuring
2t a completely redesigned
MOET & CHANDON, : ;
S Al wine ?hop that_ won’t
and DOM PERIGNON look like anything
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Gillian Ballance,
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Alison Crowe,
WINEMAKER
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Elizabeth Vianna,

WINEMAKER Coupon valid for in-store redemption only. No duplicate or copied coupons accepted. One-time use only and must surrender coupon upon redemption.
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Register today at
http:/www.bevmo.com/Orinda
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

| www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

Q==

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

MicHAEL VERBRUVGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC,
General Contractor

Full design team resources available

david collins

PAINTING s

LICENSE #583003

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST
Specializing in Wood Rot Repair with Epoxy
Over 30 years in business
Long-time resident of Orinda

25.254.6882

www.dcollinspainting.com deollinspainting@gmail.com

NEED HELP AT HOME? /
for yourself or a loved one? }J:__;.

Errands . Driving . Appointments . Shopping . Cooking
Technology . Finances . Holiday . Fet Care . Organizing

} 925-285-6272

Lamorinda Comforts of Home

LOCAL - BONDED - INSURED
www.lamorindacomfortsofhome.com

b
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LRD. (925) az?'?ss_uh .9
il (510) 451-7373

e 1
S

LAFAYETTE $2,590,000

LAFAYETTE Call for Details!

HAPPY VALLEY! COMING SOON!
3822 Palo Alto Drive 7.8 Acres - Zoned R-20
Jennifer Griessel Shiva Jafarzadeh

(925) 382-7484 (925) 876-2290

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585
Cell:  925-998-7898
www.clarkthompson.com

CalBRE #: 00903367

ct@clarkthompson.com
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Future Foundation

Roberts credits the Lafayette
Community Foundation for the exis-
tence of the Orinda Community
Foundation. Orinda’s nonprofit pub-
lic benefit organization began with the
economic downturn of 2008-09 when
the City of Orinda stopped discre-
tionary spending. Now the Orinda
Community Foundation helps spon-
sor the Fourth of July events, Lamor-
inda Idol, the senior transportation
service, the Spirit Van, Opera in the
Park and more.

Although some said it was reas-
suring to hear what it takes to get a
community foundation off the
ground, when the question and an-
swer portion of the evening rolled
around, concerns centered on dollars
and cents.

Pointing out that the theater has
opened and closed several times in
history, Scheck believes there needs
to be both a short-term solution and a
long-term solution. Estimating that it
will cost between $2,000 to $3,000
per month to keep the doors open in
the near term, Scheck would like to

get a committee of volunteers to-
gether to look into specifics, perhaps
increasing membership numbers or
hosting fundraising events. The land-
lord has reduced the rent from
$18,000 to $5,000, but can’t afford to
keep the rent artificially low.

One major concern was the po-
tential sale of the property — the owner
may get a better offer before the Mor-
aga Community Foundation is able to
take action. “When it goes, it goes,”
said Scheck, encouraging attendees
that the time to get started is now.

Moraga councilmember Dave
Trotter commented on the short-term
need — pointing out that $5,000 was
raised in 36 hours over the Internet via
crowdfunding to keep the theater’s
doors open. He added that the town,
along with other members of the town
council, are supportive of the project.

Regarding long-term needs,
Leonard Pirkle, co-operator with
Zemrak of both the Rheem and the
Orinda theaters, spoke up to help clar-
ify the complicated situation. “The
landlord has reached his limit,” he

... continued from page A1l

said, noting there are not enough ad-
missions to keep it open, and in July
the rent went up 60 percent. “We
don’t make money there.”

Moving forward, it was suggested
to come back with plans that spell out
specific costs and a timeline to the
community to further gauge support.
It appeared that there was a substan-
tial amount of community interest in
keeping the theater open, but it will
take real effort to make it happen.

For information about the Mor-
aga Community Foundation and how
to get involved, visit moragacommu-
nityfoundation.org. A video recording
of the June 24 kickoff meeting is
available on the website.

Meet the Newly Appointed
Moraga Community
Foundation Board

The Moraga Community Founda-
tion appointed the following mem-
bers to its board: Edy Schwartz,
Sam Sperry, Bob Fritzky, Bob
Moore, Maridel Moulton, Rob Lu-
cacher and Andy Scheck.

Sidewalk Construction

Approximately 15 residents at-
tended a TSAC walking and informa-
tional meeting June 15. Residents
reiterated concerns about the size of
the sidewalks, the 12-foot right of
way over their properties, and the po-
tential impacts on landscaping and
other items in their yards. At the
March 3 council meeting, Senior
Civil Engineer Larry Theis explained
that they tried to conform around
some landscaping features, but some
homeowners will need to relocate
some items back, such as mailboxes,
due to the sidewalk construction.

Another concern was the slope of
driveways, where steep grades can

Luxury is
more than a
price point. ..
it’s a service
level.

BERRSHIRE
HATHAWAY

LAFAYETTE $1,550,000
PENDING IN A WEEK!
978 Victoria Court

Maria Eberle
(925) 478-7190

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 100 | Orinda 94563 | (925) 258-4088 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com

A memben ofl the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

create challenges when adding new
sidewalks, but according to Associate
Civil Engineer Daniel Chavarria,
BKF Engineers, the designer for the
project, resolved the issue of bottom-
ing-out (or bumper scraping) by re-
constructing and re-grading part of
the driveways to minimize the grade
break impacts of the project.

One Ivy Drive resident who at-
tended the TSAC walking meeting
expressed concern about the process.

“I'would like to see the opportunity
for meaningful public comment, and in-
telligent design and land use,” he said.
“Personally, I have nothing against
sidewalks per se, but they must be con-
sistent with Orinda’s General Plan man-
date to maintain the semi-rural
character of the community. What city
staff'is contemplating — and actually im-
plementing on a short segment this
summer — will make Corliss Drive in
Moraga look like a country lane.”

... continued from page A6

Chavarria said the OIS-SMP is
still a work in progress and consid-
ered a long-term plan. “The OIS-SMP
is a critical plan prior to the city ap-
plying for more state and federal
funds regarding sidewalk construc-
tion,” he said in an email. “Currently,
if the city would like to apply for
more Safe Routes to School Funds for
design/build sidewalks, it would have
to apply to the Active Transportation
Program (ATP). The ATP has a ‘com-
petition” process statewide and Bay
Area-wide. Orinda would have to
compete for state and federal funds.
The OIS-SMP is trying to have an ap-
proved neighborhood sidewalk plan
and is committed to the plan before
we apply for funds.”

No formal recommendation from
TSAC was provided at the June 15
meeting. Another TSAC meeting will
be held in September and more discus-
sions will follow regarding OIS-SMP.

Gas Pipeline

“We understand that some property
owners may not be aware of the im-
portance of first responders having
immediate access to gas pipelines in
the event of an emergency, agree-
ments with PG&E, or the presence of
the natural gas transmission pipeline
on their property,” said Smith. “As
part of this program, we will work
closely with property owners to en-
sure they understand the importance
of keeping the area around the
pipeline safe and clear. A map of our
natural gas transmission pipelines is
also available at
www.pge.com/pipelinelocations.”
Several Contra Costa County
cities including Lafayette banded to-
gether last year to complain about the
utility’s plan to unilaterally chop
down trees over pipelines without
permits. The utility put the Pipeline
Pathways project on hold, ultimately
substantially changing it into the
Community Pipeline Safety Initiative.
In Walnut Creek an estimated 735
trees on public and private property
were slated to be removed according
to the original plan. Steven Falk, city
manager of Lafayette, said the utility
has not yet met with city representa-
tives to work on the new and im-
proved initiative. The pipeline runs
down Mt. Diablo Boulevard near the
reservoir where large mature shade
trees and a nearby riparian habitat are
located. City leaders obviously sup-
port public safety, but pointed out that
the utility should have been maintain-

... continued from page A7

ing its pipelines all along.

“They have really revamped the
program,” said Orinda’s city manager
Janet Keeter. She explained that the
city was originally advised there were
305 suspicious trees on public prop-
erty, but after taking a closer look, only
11 were deemed unmanageable. Call-
ing it “a more thoughtful approach”
and “quite a relief,” Keeter said that the
utility would be looking at vegetation
on a case-by-case basis. When asked
if PG&E will get a permit for tree re-
moval, she said it depends on the type
of tree; the utility agreed to follow the
city’s rules and will get a permit for
protected trees — for example, oaks.
For those who receive a letter, the util-
ity will make an appointment to send
arepresentative out to assess the situa-
tion, and work with homeowners on a
“shared solution” if the process unfolds
as anticipated.

There are 5.3 miles of gas trans-
mission pipelines in Orinda, one in
the northern part of town along Lom-
bardy Lane and Dalewood Drive, cut-
ting through Briones Regional Park,
and a southern section along Glorietta
Boulevard and Moraga Way ending
at Estabueno Drive.

Emphasizing that it’s all about
safety and first responder access,
Smith said, “We want to make it as
safe as possible for our customers.”

The PG&E letter to residents will
probably come as a surprise since, ac-
cording to Smith, easements on proper-
ties may or may not have been recorded.
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Lyle Pemble works on his latest projectile-shooting robotic.

hen Will Pemble took one of

his three homemade roller
coasters to the Maker Faire in San
Mateo last month, he had thousands
of kids and their parents clamoring for
more information. How and where
did he build it? How could they learn
to build one? Could he teach them to
build their own? All these questions
gave Pemble an idea: “I could set
something up,” he said. “I should cre-
ate an environment where more than
just my kids and their friends can ex-
perience the excitement of creating
and learning.” And that is exactly
what Pemble is planning — the Coas-
terDad MakerSpace, a facility “that
will be just like my house only bigger
and more organized.”

Pemble is not a man who focuses
on the negative, rarely uttering the
word no. “If you say no to an idea,
you get an instant result. Nothing
changes. Nothing is learned. Nothing
positive happens,” Pemble said. Last
year, when his sixth-grade son, Lyle,
said, “Wouldn’t it be cool to have a
roller coaster in our yard?”” Pemble
immediately admitted that it would,
indeed, be cool. “I flashed through the
mechanics of it and figured it
wouldn’t be so hard to do, and that’s
why we built it,” he said. “For me, it
was a very natural response to a very
reasonable question.”

Walking into Pemble’s Orinda
house, the first reaction is that this is
definitely a kid-centric place. Besides
the roller coaster, which takes up most
of the backyard, the living room walls
are covered with framed pictures
drawn by Lyle and his sister, Ellie.
The “work” area/lab, complete with
computers, 3-D printer, robotic mate-
rials and lots of small pieces most vis-
itors wouldn’t be able to identify, fills
about one-fifth of the living room, an
area Pemble admits will likely take
over the whole space in due time. All
of this is done with the support of
Pemble’s wife, Liz, whom he de-

The Brother Buster was developed
and built by Will Pemble and his
daughter, Ellie, to keep her brother
from entering her room when she's
not there.

scribes as the “sane one.” According
to Pemble, Liz enjoys and participates
in all his “crazy” endeavors.

“Most of what I do,” Pemble said,
“comes from my passion for wanting
to educate my kids and make sure
they have every opportunity to learn.
That’s what my house is for; that’s
what the MakerSpace will be — a
place where kids can think stuff up
and make it come true. Kids’ minds
are entirely agile. They’re typically so
much more open-minded.”

Last year Ellie was convinced
that Lyle was entering her room when
she wasn’t there, and she wanted to
bust him. Pemble asked how she
could accomplish that. The two of
them put their heads together and
came up with the Brother Buster, a
motion sensor that hooks to the com-
puter and, when someone enters
Ellie’s room, sends her a text. Pem-
ble, whose energy and creativity seem
boundless, explained, “All I wanted
to do was teach her how to make
something to solve her problem. And
this was a 13-year-old girl’s solution
to a 13-year-old girl’s issue. At one
level or another, we are a family of
makers.”

Pemble’s house already attracts
the neighborhood kids, and the Mak-
erSpace will only expand on that.
“Kids show up here and don’t want to
leave,” Pemble noted. “When they’re
here, it’s not just to play. They learn,
they ask questions. They answer
questions. They don’t just get to ride
the roller coaster, they learn how and
why it works.”

He hopes to take all this to the
next level in the fall with the opening
of the CoasterDad MakerSpace, a
4,500-square-foot facility in Concord.
“A MakerSpace is a creative, do it
yourself space where people can
gather to create, invent and learn. It
opens the mind and allows for infinite
... connections,” according to Pem-
ble’s website. The plan is to have
classes in 3-D printing, drone and
robot building, electronics, cooking,
videography and YouTube produc-
tion, as well as the opportunity to “in-
vent kooky new things with science-y
tools.” Pemble, a self-described tin-
kerer, proclaims that it’s always been
his mission to “let kids know that the
coolest stuff ever —rockets, airplanes,
things that go boom and things that go
fast — all come from math and sci-
ence.”

Pemble’s goal is to let the kids
“drive the curriculum, teach them
things they’re interested in, offer all
sorts of interesting, stimulating oppor-
tunities and then step back and let
them try and learn and fail and retry,”
he said. His son, Lyle, will teach a ro-
botics class. After all, Pemble said,
“What’s better than having someone
who understands both robotics and
the other kids actually teach the class.
He’s someone other kids can relate

Photos Diane Claytor

to.” Pemble also hopes to host birth-
day parties and set up a scholarship
program for underserved kids. “I
hope to be a really productive and
useful resource,” he noted.

The MakerSpace isn’t just for
kids. Pemble said a variety of classes
and memberships are being created to
help adults build new skills and per-
fect their existing ones.

The CoasterDad MakerSpace is a
nonprofit organization and an In-
diegogo fundraising campaign is un-
derway to secure financial assistance.
For more information, go to coaster-
dad.com. As the website states, “We
live in an amazing time where infor-
mation, inspiration and ideas move at
the speed of thought. ... Let’s teach
physics, family and fun to kids every-
where.”

925-377-0977

Orinda CoasterDad Plans to
Open MakerSpace Site

Goal to bring physics, family and fun to kids everywhere
By Diane Claytor
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Fourth of July Fun in Lamorinda

By Cathy Dausman

children’s bike parade, quickly
followed by a round of kid games
at 11 a.m. and a family magic
show at 12:30 p.m.

The party continues at 7 p.m.
where picnickers can enjoy music
by the FUNdamentals, a rockin’
dance band, at the Moraga Com-
mons band shell. Food booths
will be open at the park until 8
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to start after dark at around 9:30
p.m. Moraga has been working to
raise $25,000 to defray the fire-
works show costs. To make an
online donation, visit www.mor-
agarec.com.

Fortunately, this year’s Fourth
of July celebration falls on a Sat-
urday, so we can all sleep in on
Sunday.

Fourth of July parade in Orinda

he Old Farmer’s Almanac

predicts a sunny, hot inland
day, perhaps with morning clouds
for this year’s Fourth of July. So
bring layers of red, white and
blue and don’t forget the sun-
screen as Lamorinda celebrates
Independence Day.

Lafayette does not host offi-
cial celebrations, the better to
allow its denizens to enjoy a
dawn to post-dusk roster of
events in the two other nearby
Lamorinda towns.

In Orinda, connect with fam-
ily and friends and enjoy music
and great food at the annual pan-
cake breakfast, sponsored by
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary, at
7:30 a.m. at Orinda’s Community
Park. After getting properly

loaded up with carbs, runners can
take their marks at the 11th an-
nual Haley’s Run for a Reason
(http://www.sudc.org/haleysrun/),
benefitting Sudden Unexplained
Death in Childhood. Be at the
Community Center five minutes
before the 8 a.m. race start to
watch the stars and stripes run up
the Orinda Community Center
flagpole. An Orinda book sale in
the library’s breezeway will help
while away the hour until the start
of the Lamorinda Fourth of July
Parade, which steps off at 10 a.m.
from the Orinda BART east park-
ing lot, then up to Theatre Square
and back down to Camino Pablo,
ending at the Community Park
(https://orindaassociation.square-
space.com/parade-info). Commu-

Moraga schedule of events:

» 8am. Kiddie Race, Moraga Shopping Center

*  8:30 am. Two- and Five-mile Run, Moraga Shopping Center
e 9am. Dog Parade, Moraga Commons

* 9 am. Community booths open until 1 p.m., Commons

e 10:30 a.m. Bike Parade, Commons

e 11 am. Kids’ Games, Commons

e 12:30 p.m. Family Magic Show, Commons
e 7 p.m. Outdoor concert by the FUNdamentals, Commons
e 9:30 p.m. (approximate) Fireworks, Commons

Orinda schedule of events:

*  7:30 am. Pancake breakfast (until 10 a.m.), Community Park

* 7:55 am. Flag Raising, Community Center

» 8am. Haley’s Run for a Reason, Community Center

* 9 am. Friends of Orinda Library book sale

* 10 a.m. Lamorinda Fourth of July Parade, starts at BART parking lot
e 11:30 a.m. Community Park activities (until 1:30 p.m.)

g Approwed

Auto Repair

Photos Ohlen Alexander

nity Center and Park area activi-
ties, including kids activities, a
petting zoo and food courts will
run from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
In Moraga, the “Fun Run”
with three events in all, including
a kiddie race and two- and five-
mile courses, begins at § a.m.
Proceeds benefit the Campolindo
High School Track, Field and
Cross Country program (sign up
online at
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/
Moraga/MoragadthofJulyRun).
Then Moraga Commons goes to
the dogs with its annual parade of
pooches beginning at 9 a.m. near
the band shell and the town’s
community booths open simulta-
neously. Then at 10:30 a.m. line
up at the flagpole for the annual

Orinda Motors Inc.

Proud Sponsor of Orinda’s Annual

p.m. The fireworks are scheduled

Fourth of July Road Closures

Orinda Street Closures During Parade

The westbound Highway 24 on-ramp (east side of Camino Pablo)
will be closed during the parade from approximately 9:30 to 11:45
a.m. One northbound lane of Camino Pablo will remain open. The
southbound lanes of Camino Pablo with the on/off ramps on that
side of the street will remain open. Moraga Way from Wells Fargo
Bank to the Davis Road intersection will be closed from 10 to 11:45
a.m. A portion of Santa Maria and all of Orinda Way will be closed
from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m. for the Parade and Community Center.

Moraga Way Closure During Fireworks

Due to the Fourth of July celebration, there will be heavy pedestrian
and vehicle traffic around the Moraga Country Club, and Moraga
Way will be closed at 8:45 p.m. between Camino Ricardo and
Hardie Drive. The road will remain closed during the fireworks dis-
play. During the July 4 road closure, there will be a posted detour
around the closure area, although the detour will not accommodate
tractor-trailers and very large trucks. Moraga Road will be open and
may be used as an alternate route.

4th of ]uly Parade eé* Celebration!

Join the fun! See the parade of classic cars and the car show!

Orinda
ﬂm- i~ u;{:

B Detail

» Express
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Orinda Motors (925) 254-2012 * Orinda Auto Detail (925) 254-2011 * Express Oil Change & Tire Center (925) 254-8989

- www.orindamotors.com
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LPIE Art Teacher Retires

Submitted by Darwin Marable

Joan Marable

oan Marable, one of several

founding art teachers of the
Lafayette Arts and Science Founda-
tion (LASF) visual arts program, now
the Lafayette Partners in Education
(LPIE), is retiring.

Marable was born in Oakland and
grew up in Alameda and attended
Lincoln Elementary School where
she was introduced to music and art
as part of the curriculum. Joseph
Pucci, her fifth-grade teacher, loved
opera and would often enter the class-
room singing an aria. He also
arranged trips to the San Francisco
Opera for his students. His nephew,
Christopher Pucci, is currently an in-
ternationally renowned tenor. The
school organized classroom competi-
tions in which the students identified
music and their composers.

Marable began ballet at age 4 and
continued to dance while at UC
Berkeley, attending master classes
with both the Royale Ballet and
George Balanchine, the father of
American ballet. Music, dance and
the visual arts became an integral part
of her own arts education.

Her family moved to Moraga in
1952, and she attended Acalanes High
School and UC Berkeley, majoring in
both design and art history. After
graduation, she worked as a home de-
signer for Breuner’s Department
Store in Oakland and then as a free-
lance designer. In 2002, she designed,
and with her family, built a modified
New Mexico pueblo style home in
Moraga.

She first entered teaching as a
volunteer Head Start preschool
teacher in East Oakland and then
taught in parochial schools in San Le-
andro and also in the Midwest.

When LASF was founded in
1980 Marable was one of several art
teachers hired and helped design the
art program that included both art
practice and art history. Prior to the
founding of LASF, Marable volun-
teered to teach art in her daughter’s
third-grade classroom since no art of
any kind was being taught in
Lafayette’s elementary schools. She
then developed an after-school arts
program at Burton Valley School in-
tegrating art practice with art history
as she had done in her prior teaching.
Her approach was integrated into
LASF and became a key component

Photo provided
of the arts program.

Marable also created a series of
classes focusing on famous artists.
However, when she began teaching a
class on Picasso, parents and staff
were reluctant as they thought that it
was too difficult for children to under-
stand abstraction, simultaneity and
negative space. However, her child-
centered approach enabled the third
graders to understand and easily dis-
cuss Cubism. She also introduced
Alexander Calder’s toy sculpture,
“Circus,” to the students and they
were soon creating their own toy cir-
cus using wire, wood and Styrofoam.

Another innovative project in-
volved the creative use of a Styro-
foam cup to design a model for a
larger abstract sculpture to be located
in a public space. Using only scissors,
glue and a Styrofoam cup the students
created some very sophisticated and
unique models.

Marable was waiting in line at a
local restaurant several years ago
when a young man walked up to her,
hugged her and announced to the cus-
tomers in line that Marable was his
former art teacher and that he was
graduating from California College of
the Arts and planned to be an artist.
The customers all began clapping as
he also told his parents who were
waiting outside that she was his for-
mer art teacher. He invited her to his
senior art exhibition, which she at-
tended.

In 2011, the Arts and Culture
Commission of Contra Costa County
recognized Marable’s innovative con-
tributions to teaching children’s art
through LPIE by awarding her with
an Arts Recognition Award. LASF
(LPIE) had previously received an
Arts Recognition Award in 2005.

Marable says, “It has been a
pleasure and very satisfying teaching
art at all elementary grade levels
throughout the years seeing the chil-
dren’s creativity emerge and develop.
LPIE has provided me with the
unique opportunity to teach through
their innovative program that, not
only supports creativity in art, but also
in thinking and problem solving in
general. While not all the children will
become artists, they can learn to ap-
preciate art, beauty and apply creative
solutions to some of life’s chal-
lenges.”
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LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

By Lou Fancher
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In the not-too-distant future, a doc-
tor’s prescription might read like
this: Take one-half the usual dose of
pharmaceutical and apply 30 minutes
of video gaming, daily.

Sound like a digital fantasy? It’s
not.

At a Commonwealth Club at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter on June 10, neurologist Adam
Gazzaley presented an audience of
approximately 100 people with a fu-
turistic vision of brain training health
care in the digital age.

The UCSF professor of neurol-
ogy, physiology and psychiatry and
director of the university’s Neuro-
science Imaging Center spends his

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/15
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Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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Video Games and Neuroscience
Brain training health care in the digital age discussed at LLLC

lllustration by Jennifer Daniel

days developing video games — or
traveling worldwide to show people
the mind-bending work performed in
his Gazzaley Lab.

Humans have long sought out
high-level results in the physical fit-
ness realm. There’s endless equip-
ment to build the body’s endurance,
flexibility, balance and power. Gazza-
ley says cognitive training equipment
is “tragically lacking” and education
is based on transferring information
to the brain, not increasing the brain’s
power. Combating the effects of
aging, disease and mental disabilities
has been largely left to medication.

“We’ve been siloed into answer-
ing (mental health) needs with phar-
maceuticals,” Gazzaley said.

In his lab, scientists are working
to prototype targeted, personalized,
multimodal, closed-loop video games
that harness the brain’s neuroplasticity
and boost desired outcomes for atten-
tion, focus and memory. The games
are an ideal method for activating the
brain selectively and providing feed-
back in the form of data. Able to ad-
just adaptively as EEG, heart rate,
MRI imaging and other monitoring
systems that evaluate a gamer’s men-
tal activity, video games can signal
that a gamer’s skill level is improving
and boost the complexities for maxi-
mum results. Specific deficit areas in
the brain can be targeted for therapeu-
tic digital stimulation that a pill’s
blanket approach — impacting all re-
gions of the brain instead of selec-
tively — can’t begin to imitate.

“We can use technology to liter-
ally fly through your brain and see
how it’s functioning while you’re in-
teracting with something,” Gazzaley
said.

Neuroracer — a game not com-
mercially available but developed and
used in his lab — enhances older
adults” working memory and func-
tion. “Older adults (up to age 80) who
trained on it had their multitasking
mode improve even above that of 20-
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year-olds,” Gazzaley said, referring to
ground-breaking results published in
the journal Nature in 2013.

But to build a consumer product,
a video game has to be scalable for
mass distribution. Founding Akili, a
consumer-focused spinoff for which
he now is chief neurological advisor,
Gazzaley says the company is trying
to get their brain training video games
approved to compete with medicines
prescribed for attention deficit disor-
ders.

The effort may some day lead to
games targeting MS, Parkinson’s,
autism, PTSD, ADD, Alzheimer’s
and a host of other brain impairments
impacting people of different ages.
Gazzaley gave a peek into the possi-
bilities, describing “Meditrain,” a
meditation/video  cross  blend;
“Rhythmicity,” a game tapping into
the music therapy domain; “Virtual
Attention,” aimed at distributing at-
tention more broadly; and “Body-
Brain Trainer,” a game using motion
capture that challenges a gamer both
physically and cognitively.

KQED journalist and moderator
Christina Farr asked Gazzaley ifhe’d
been a hard core gamer as a child and
tried repeatedly to get him to make
“best video games for brain training”
recommendations.

Gazzaley wasn’t having any of i,
and said that scientists need to “slow
down” the hype about brain games.
“We need to figure out what really
works. It’s very exciting, but I’d hate
to see the baby thrown out with the
bath water. We need to move the ex-
citement back to the science.”

Big pharmaceutical and insurance
companies, the gaming community
and medical professionals are inter-
ested in supporting the research. Gaz-
zaley said that when Akili started
raising funds, the first over-one-mil-
lion dollar checks came from two Big
Pharma companies. Even Google and
Apple are jumping into the digital
medicine pool and developing health
care products and divisions, Gazzaley
said.

Asked about addiction, a primary
consumer concern with video games,
he said gaming is just one aspect of a
healthy lifestyle. “Technology has
opened potential for us, but it’s the
most vulnerable information stream.
If you’re in control of your environ-
ment, it’s not unreasonable to set
aside technology and learn how to en-
gage with one thing at a time.” And
for gamers who just can’t stop, Gaz-
zaley’s lab is working on that problem
too; designing games that lock out at
the exact moment a game becomes
addictive.

Diablo Ballet’s ‘Dance on
Film’ Series Continues at
Lafayette Library

By Diane Claytor

our years ago, Diablo Ballet,

headquartered in  Walnut
Creek, collaborated with the
Lafayette Library to bring older,
timeless movies featuring music
and dance to local audiences dur-
ing the summer months. The
“Dance on Film” series proved to
be popular and this month viewers
will have the rare opportunity to
see a true classic. According to
Lauren Jonas, Artistic Director of
Diablo Ballet, audiences seem to
prefer movies from the 1930s and
‘40s, the movies that our parents
often referred to as real entertain-
ment.

Last month, attendees saw a
very young and very dapper Gene
Kelly alongside an even younger
and very handsome Frank Sinatra in
“Anchors Aweigh,” a 1945 musical
comedy. As a special treat to that
audience, longtime Moraga resident
and local actress, Kathy Ferber, re-
vealed that her mother, Pamela
Britton, had a feature role in the
movie, playing the Girl from
Brooklyn. Ferber brought photos
and told stories from the filming
that her mother had shared with her.

On July 14, you can return to
the days of yore when viewing
“Top Hat,” starring the incompara-
ble Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers
(watch carefully and you’ll see Lu-
cille Ball in a bit part as the flower
shop clerk). Two of the songs writ-
ten by Irving Berlin — “Top Hat,
White Tie and Tails” and “Cheek
to Cheek” — have become Ameri-
can classics, and Astaire’s tap solo
in “Top Hat, White Tie and Tails”
is often considered his most cele-
brated.

“Top Hat” was made in 1935
and is, according to filmsite.org,
“one of the great ‘30s dance musi-
cals, and possibly the best, most
characteristic ... Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers musical ever, with
wonderful, magical dance and
song numbers.” In 1990, Top Hat
was selected for preservation in the
United States National Film Reg-
istry by the Library of Congress as
being “culturally, historically, or
aesthetically significant.” The film
ranked number 15 on the 2006
American Film Institute's list of
best musicals.

... continued on next page
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Front, from left: Kaiso Hill, Carlos Berrera, Tristan Cunningham, Sarah Nina Hayon, Jomar Tagatac, and Jason
Kapoor; back row: Amir Abdullah, Julian Lopez-Morillas, Adrian N. Roberts, and Sean San José in California Shake-
speare Theater’s Life Is a Dream, directed by Loretta Greco.

he fate of miniature figurines

at Cal Shakes’ Inside Scoop
perfectly illustrated the central
theme behind the outdoor theater
company’s upcoming production,
“Life Is a Dream.”

Tipping a scaled-down model to
provide the audience with a better
view of the streamlined, circular set
upon which Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright Nilo Cruz’s adaptation
of Pedro Calderén de la Barca’s
classic Spanish Golden Age drama
will play, costume designer Alex
Jaeger sent tiny actor replicas tum-
bling.

“Oh no — I thought they were
glued down,” Jaeger said.

Imagined and realistic forces
that control destiny are the nexus of
Calderon’s complex tale. Extrapo-
lated as a physicalized metaphor,
was Jaeger a god, omnipotently act-
ing upon men and women and fling-
ing them to their terrible fate? Or,
having been asked by dramaturg
Phillippa Kelly to show the model
to people gathered in the Orinda Li-
brary auditorium, was Jaeger a
pawn and Kelly the true agent be-
hind the action?

Or was the entire 10-second
episode the result of a dream acted
out in real life — perhaps a dream ex-
perienced by actor Julian Lopez-
Morillas, who plays the character
Clotaldo and spoke of projecting his
voice on an outdoor stage without a
backdrop? After all, it was he who
“set up” Jaeger’s showing the
model.

Astrologists alive at the time
during the 17th century when the
play was written might look to the
stars for answers. Calderon’s
Catholic colleagues after he left the
military and became a priest might
pivot to spiritual explanations for
the cause of life’s blessings and suf-
ferings. Secularists would undoubt-
edly point to gravitation and friction
to explain the disasters attributable
to a slippery slope and inclined sur-
faces.

Thank goodness for live theater,
which entertainingly wraps into a
tidy, two-hour bundle the questions
of fate, faith, futility and the fear-

some few years of life afforded
human beings.

“Dream” tells the story of
Prince Segismundo, who has been
locked up by his father, King
Basilio, because of an early omen
predicting he’d grow up to be a dis-
aster. Released after a childhood
with only one man as his educator
(Clotaldo, the young prince’s tutor),
Segismundo is full of rage and vio-
lence.

“The 21st century would say,
‘What can you expect of a boy
brought up without any maternal
care, no discernible love, only natu-
ral or early science?” When he has a
trial run, he fails miserably,” Lopez-
Morillas said.

Kelly said that Cruz’s script is
economical, taking a third of the
original play’s language and run-
ning a vein of humor through the
challenging conflicts presented.
Concerned with issues of love and
honor, the characters are pinched by
irreconcilable demands. “Fate: what
did that mean 400 years ago?” Kelly
asked. “Viewed from our society,
which says you can be who you
want to be, it’s fascinating.”

Jaeger likened the Cal Shakes
production to a modern fairy tale —
not set in a specific period or coun-
try — and said the play’s director,
Loretta Greco, has called it “muscu-
lar.” Emphasizing character over
historical recreation, Jaeger said pe-
riod research influenced, but did not
dictate, his designs. “Things that
take place out of the court have a
modern sensibility,” he said. Jaeger
approaches costume design from a
distinguished lineage: he’s the son
of a family of high-fashion couturi-
ers in France. Ranging from riding
outfits to gowns suitable for a wed-
ding to semi-military outfits with
leather, high boots and capes, design
drawings he displayed showed vel-
vet robes occasionally paired with
tight jeans.

Audience questions about clas-
sifying “Dream” as a tragedy, com-
edy or morality play, had Kelly
answering that it is a romance play
with thick add-ons. “The plot is ex-
tremely complicated, but it helps to

Photo Kevin Berne

know about this child, imprisoned
his whole life. Is he a monster be-
cause of his condition, or is it what
he’s meant to be?” she said.

Lopez-Morillas said the play
had “serious moral purpose we as-
sociate with tragedy” and dares to
ask questions about whether or not
events of the world are real, or
merely illusions.

Unlike the answers to
“Dreams” central philosophical
questions, the play’s end is known —
there’s forgiveness and characters
waking from dream states to a hap-
pily-ever-after finish. Like figures
sent catapulting over a spiral ramp,
the rest of us will be left to wonder,
to talk, to think, and to hope we’re
firmly glued to the foundation upon
which fate dictates or we choose to
stand.

“Life Is a Dream” runs from
July 8 to Aug. 2 at Bruns Amphithe-
ater, 100 California Shakespeare
Theater Way (formerly 100 Gate-
way Blvd.) in Orinda. For more in-

formation, visit calshakes.org.

925-377-0977

Cal Shakes ‘Life Is a Dream’” Opens July 8

By Lou Fancher

Diablo Ballet’s ‘Dance on
Film’ Series Continues at
Lafayette Library

.. continued from page B4

For Jonas, who co-founded Dia-
blo Ballet 22 years ago, these types of
movies have a more personal mean-
ing. “My parents grew up in New
York and saw every Broadway musi-
cal. That’s what I grew up on. I didn’t
listen to pop music; I listened to
Broadway musicals and learned the
words to every song. These movies
bring back a lot of fond memories for
me.”

Jonas also feels good bringing
these classic films to local viewers
and seeing people appreciate dance
by watching the movies. “Diablo Bal-
let’s mission is to educate children
and adults through the art of dance.
It’s important for us to be accessible

and reach different audiences in dif-
ferent ways,” she said. “Additionally,
most of the movies chosen for this se-
ries are not readily available anymore
so, in some cases, we're introducing
a whole new genre to our attendees.
And they seem to like it.”

“Top Hat” will be shown at 6:30
p.m. Tuesday, July 14 at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center. Prior to
the film, Jonas and Performing Arts
Education & Enrichment for Kids As-
sociate Director Edward Stegge will
give a brief presentation, including
behind the scenes facts about the
movie and offer a dancers’ perspec-
tive. Tickets are $5 at the door. For
information, visit lafayettelib.org.
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Taking care of all dental needs for you and your family.
cosmetic dentistry with tmplants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

CELEBRATE OUR BRAN
LIFE'S NEIGHBORHOOD
MEMORY CARE WING!

TOUR. LEARN. MEET AND GREET.

Micheal Pope, CEO, Alzheimer's Services of the East Bay

Presenting:

"The Importance of Environment and How It Affects

those with Cognitive Decline"

Enjoy music, champagne toast and refreshments.

Thursday, July 9th at 4PM - 6PM
Space is limited. Kindly RSVP 925-297-6760

Aegis

of Moraga

Assisted Living & Memory Care

950 Country Club Dr. ¢ Moraga, CA 94556

www.aegisofmoraga.com s 1Y
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Community Service

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the
subject header In Service to the Community.

New Troop 237 Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Sandra McGonigle

7
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o

Boy Scout Troop 237 conducted an
Eagle Court of Honor June 14 at the
Orinda Community Church. Scoutmaster
Eric Jorgensen presented five Scouts with
their Eagle Awards.

The Troop 237 honorees are students at
Acalanes High School, Bentley High
School and Miramonte High School.
Sophomore John Berg built and installed
owl houses for Sleepy Hollow Swim and
Tennis Club leading to a safer environment
at the club. Sophomore Will Knox col-
lected used cleats for underprivileged chil-
dren in Central America, supporting the
Rogers’ family company Fair Trade Cof-
fee. Junior Nico Martinsen held a back-
pack drive, collecting backpacks, school
supplies and donations for foster children
of Youth Homes in Contra Costa. Sopho-
more Casey McGonigle built a rolling,

From left: Will Knox, Nick Millham, John Berg, Casey McGonigle and Nico Martinsen

Photo Tracey Millham/Matt Coats
portable merchandise cart to transport
MHS gear for school sports and events,
supporting the Miramonte Boosters Club.
Sophomore Nick Millham built barn owl
boxes and installed them at the Lafayette
Reservoir to encourage the nesting of owls
and to reduce rodents in the area.

Troop 237 is chartered by the Orinda
Community Church, has been serving the
Orinda community for over 62 years and
has recognized over 210 Eagle Scouts over
its history. Eagle is the highest award that
a Scout can earn. Each Eagle candidate
must earn a minimum of 21 merit badges,
including 13 Eagle-required badges and
demonstrate leadership, outdoor skills and
Scout spirit, plus successfully complete a
service project that benefits the community
to earn the Eagle award. For information,
visit www.Troop2370rinda.org.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Lafayette Juniors Raise $50K for
Charity

Submitted by Elizabeth Siamas
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Juniors present Ruby'’s Place, its major beneficiary, with $25,000. From left: Tina Frechman, Rachel

Blatt, Addy Park, Manijeh Kaviani, Sean Murphy, Teli Thayer, and Alison Crane

he Lafayette Juniors raised $50,000 in the

past 12 months for local nonprofit organ-
izations. The funds were distributed June 4 in a
special ceremony at the Lafayette Community
Center to Ruby’s Place, Boys & Girls Club of
Diablo Valley, Las Trampas, Trinity Center Wal-
nut Creek, and VESTIA.

The Lafayette Juniors have a history of or-
ganizing fundraising events like the Rummage
Sale in the fall and Kitchen Tour in the spring
to raise money for selected beneficiaries. This
year the Juniors chose Ruby’s Place, Califor-
nia’s first incorporated shelter for women and
children impacted by domestic violence, as their
major beneficiary, donating $25,000 to support
the work Ruby Place's has been doing since the
shelter’s founding in 1972. Today, 43 women
and children each day call Ruby’s Place home
and rely on the shelter and its staff for a com-
prehensive array of services for safety and heal-
ing as they begin to live their lives free of abuse.

The $25,000 donation will be used to re-

Photo provided

model the intake room “so that we have a con-
fidential and safe space for women and children
when they are admitted to the shelter to speak
openly with our staff. We will also use the Jun-
iors donation to upgrade our existing shelter fa-
cilities with a handicap accessible bathroom,”
states Vera R. Ciammetti, CEO of Ruby's Place.
The Lafayette Juniors also donated $10,000 to
Boys & Girls Club of Diablo Valley, $5,000
each to Las Trampas, Trinity Center Walnut
Creek and VESTIA.

The Lafayette Juniors are accepting appli-
cations through July 31 from all nonprofits in
Contra Costa and neighboring counties in the
San Francisco Bay Area who serve women,
families and seniors and others requiring assis-
tance. The Juniors will select four organizations
from the applicant pool to become their 2015-
16 beneficiaries. Fundraising for these groups
will begin this fall. To obtain an application or
learn more about the Lafayette Juniors please
visit www.lafayettejuniors.org.

Lions Pride Awards Given to Local Middle Schoolers

Submitted by Dan Hagan

From left, back row: Constance Russell (mother), JM teachers Kristin Cortright and Jill Lichti,

Mariana Hernandez (mother), Alberto Hernandez (father), JM teacher Kerr Warmboe, and JM
principal Joan Danilson; front row: JM student A.J. Russell, Dan Hagan of Moraga Lions Club,
and JM student Jesus Hernadez.

Photos provided

From left, back row: Ms. Carranza (grandmother), Erick Carranza (father), Stanley principal
David Schrag, Stanley counselor Rosie Homes, Jeff Auston (father), Sara Tresser (step-parent);
front row: Dan Hagan, Moraga Lions, Stanley teacher Brian Connolly, students Erica Carranza
and Sadie Auston, and teacher Megan Westcoat.

he Moraga Lions Club recently awarded
eight middle school students with the
2015 “Pride Award.” Each student will receive
aplaque with their name and school plus a check
for $50. This award represents a student who has
demonstrated effort in pursuing their academic
endeavors. It is based on perseverance, diligence,
and teamwork. Excerpts written by teachers for
each student are included below.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Alexandra (AJ) Russell: “Good grades do
not come easy to AJ. She can work twice as long
as other classmates in completing classwork and
homework. She works hours at night to com-
plete assignments. AJ excels at advocating for
herself, finding solutions and seeking resources.

Her effort to take on public speaking was a par-
alyzing experience. Yet she worked with a coun-
selor to strategize about ways to improve. Her
effort is boundless.”

Jesus Hernandez: “A new student to JM,
Jose is one of the hardest working students. Lan-
guage Arts is a difficult subject for him but he
is persistent, asks for guidance, and is willing to
correct his mistakes. He is prompt, proactive
and works diligently with great effort.”
Stanley Middle School

Erick Carranzaa: “Erika has worked very
hard with a positive attitude through her aca-
demic challenges. She has been a tremendous
caregiver to her younger sister with significant
special needs. She is an artistic young lady with

From left, back row: Bernice Patterson (grandmother), Pat Patterson (grandfather), Jay Russell
(grandparent), Carrolyn Leary (mother), Christopher Leary (father), Guy Aengus (father), Adam
Hall (aide), and OIS principal Michael Randle; front row: OIS student Jackson Leary, Dan
Hagan, Moraga Lions, and student Tristen Aengus.

-

From left: John and Eugenia Wackowski (parents), St. Perpetua student John Christopher
Wackowski, Dan Hagan, Moraga Lions Club, student Mackensie Hastings, Ashley Hastings

(parent), and teacher Hedi Schwarck.
aresilient and kind heart.”

Sadie Auston: “Sadie has shown tremen-
dous character in her resiliency to life's chal-
lenges. She is sweet, empathetic, a natural
caregiver, and mature beyond he years.”
Orinda Intermediate School

Tristen Aengus: “We happily recognize his
tireless effort. Things do not come easy to Tris-
ten, however he gives each task his utmost. He
comes prepared and excited to learn without
complaint. He asks questions when uncertain.
He does whatever it takes to accomplish his
work. He is an excellent example of a student
that values the privilege of an education.”

Jackson Leary: “Through perseverance
Jackson has overcome his aversion to writing.

He now approaches his writing assignments
with enthusiasm. Jackson's efforts are more im-
pressive as he has had to contend with health is-
sues. This has been a challenge both physically
and emotionally. We are proud of Jackson's
growth.”

St. Perpetua School

Mackensie Hastings: “Mackensie was
picked due to her dedication to her education
and community service. She takes pride in her
work, often going the extra mile.”

John Christopher Wackowski: “John is
hardworking, dedicated and constantly setting
new goals for himself. He also shows the same
goals as an athlete. He is active in community
service.”
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BBQs, Beaches, and

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Better Grades

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

GRADES K-12 » PRE-ALGEBRA  ALGEBRA 1 & 2 » GEOMETRY » PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS  SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
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Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs e Appraisals
e Expert Repairs * Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler's Block Insurance.

1 $5 off Watch Battery 1
1

Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/31/15. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply. ‘I

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Moraga Teen Wins Best in Show for
Photography at Alameda County Fair

“Boat on the Shore
ecent Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School graduate

Mor.aga resident Lauren Hlavac points to her prize-wir;ning photograph,

Photo provided
Lauren Hlavac, 15, won Best in
Show, Best in Class and Judge's

Favorite in the youth photography
contest at the Alameda County
Fair. “She discovered she won the
awards when she went to the fair
on June 18, and her photograph
was roped off,” said Lauren’s
mother, Colleen. Lauren took the
photo, titled "Boat on the Shore,"
at Lake Tahoe and said her goal
was to capture the beauty and re-
laxed atmosphere associated with
the lake. This is the second con-
test that Lauren has placed in the
top tier; she also won third place
in a photography contest at JM.
With her father as her inspiration,
Lauren plans to enter more pho-
tography contests in the future,
and continue to learn and im-
prove. J. Wake

UPSCALE WOMEN'S CONSIGNMENT
Our items Include: %Qaéagette

* Clothing &

* Shoes Faschionicta &0
e Hand bCIgS UPSCALE WOMEN'S CONSIGNMENT y
* Jewelry Lafayette's

« Accessories  Hidden Jewel

1020 Brown Ave., Lafayette
925.283.6540

o7\

Tuesday-Friday 10 AM -6PM
Saturday: 10 AM -4 PM

Community Service

Bat Boxes Installed at Reservoir as Part
of Gold Award Project

Kendall Comins works on building specialized bat boxes at Lafayette

Reservoir

ocal Ambassador Girl Scout

Kendall Comins recently com-
pleted her Gold Award Take Action
Project by installing specialized
boxes at the Lafayette Reservoir for
bats to make their homes. The Gold
Award is the highest award a girl
can earn as a Scout, and it involves
completing a project that leaves a
lasting impact on the local commu-
nity. For her project, Comins spent
the past year, and over 100 hours of
her time, organizing and developing
her project all the way up to the
final installation in mid-February.
She hopes that soon visitors to the
reservoir will see a flourishing
ecosystem to which bats help con-
tribute.

“Bats are flying mammals, and
have striking similarities to hu-
mans, particularly in bone struc-
ture,” says Comins. “However,
these creatures need our help. Na-
tionwide, they suffer a risk of habi-

Submitted by Kendall Comins

Photos provided

tat loss, disease, and extermination
by people, many who are afraid of
them. Local bat populations are
nothing to be afraid of and, in fact,
they help balance the ecosystem by
eating millions of mosquitoes, and
fertilizing native plant species with
their guano, which comes at a high
price if bought from a nursery.”
Comins believes that her bat boxes
will help provide safe homes for
local bat colonies, which will then
bring many benefits to the reservoir
and community.

Comins worked long and hard
to make this project a reality, and
grew tremendously as a leader dur-
ing the process. She remembers,
“At first the progress was slow and
it didn’t seem like I was getting
anywhere, but once [ started build-
ing my team, I found that people
were willing to take over some of
the work, and the project picked up
speed.” Through all the hard work

Comins with the finished product

that Comins put in, she found peo-
ple not only to help out, but also to
guide her with the process. She
would like to thank her friends,
family, and everyone from the com-
munity who helped out. Dr. Cush-
man, especially, who works with a
team to approve proposals and
projects, as well as offer guidance
to make girls a success, was an ex-
treme help, says Comins. “She was
the closest thing I had to a mentor
while working on the award be-
cause she explained the process and
worked directly with me on my
proposal, to make sure I satisfied
the requirements.”

The hard work paid off, and
Comins is extremely proud that she
was able to lead a large group of
people on her own. She hopes that
her efforts will inspire other girls to
become leaders and wants to show
that young women can make a dif-
ference.

Thank you for recycling this
paper. It is printed on at least
50% recycled material and
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be recycled again.
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPING

Free Estimates

* Synthetic/Artificial Grass

* Design & Consult

* New Landscape Installation

* Re-Landscape & Remodel

» Paver Walkways & Driveways
» Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated
Lic. #938445

925-819-2100

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM
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§t Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda

254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

Willow Spring Community Church

Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor

Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays:

10:00am

Community Bible Study

1689 School Street, Moraga (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

F=

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

v

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m.

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

T Sriulay Seloool &

Conmmmanion SeTvioe
in the SMC Chapel

SAINT GILES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH

stgiles-moragn.ong
{923) 376-3770

traditiceal Hturgy 1
inclusive theolomy

»
»
»
»
»

The Orinda

Community Church

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Jjourney, you are welcome here!”

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Lafayette United Methodist Church

284-4765, ofhice@thelumc.org, thelumc.org

Worship Sunday 10am
Children & Teen Faith Formation Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship Sunday 6 pm

LOPC

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

with programs for 3-mos.-12th grade.

» SEEDLINGS Preschool, M-F.

LOPC.org

» LOPC: Where everyone is
welcome, nobody is perfect &
anything is possible with God.

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

» SUNDAY Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 AM,

Worship the Lord!

Sunday Mornings at

9:30am during the summer

MORAGA VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA
www.mvpctoday.org e 925-376-4800

Sunday Service and Sunday School
Informal Wednesday Meeting
Reading Room/Bookstore

www.christianscienceorinda.org

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212
10-11 am

7:30 - 8:30 pm

M-F11-4;Satll-2

7 925-377-0977
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Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art presents three new exhibitions:
“Visual Language: Mystery and
Meaning” through June 21; “River
Passage: New Work by Danae
Mattes” May 25 — Sept. 6; and “The
Darker Side of William Keith: Late
Paintings” through Sept. 6. Museum
admission: $5 adults; members and K-
12 graders free; free parking. For info,
call (925) 631-4379 or visit stmarys-
ca.edu/museum.

The newest show at the Lafayette
Art Gallery is titled "H20." It will
run through Aug. 29, and will focus on
water. Whether it is the use of water in
the artistic process, water as subject
matter, or the current absence of water,
our talented group of local artists will
showcase their works related to the
theme of water. For info, call (925)
284-2788 or visit www.lafayetteart-
gallery.com.

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery pres-
ents Thursday Night Live from 5:30
to 9 p.m. on July 9. Live Painting by
local artists, in the gallery window.
Stop over and take a look at art in ac-
tion and see the summer show and all
the gallery has to offer!

The Moraga Art Gallery presents
“Precision Beauty,” a new show fea-
turing works created in the artistic tra-
ditions of Japan and China. The show,
which includes the gallery’s 15 resi-
dent artists and several guest artists,
runs through Aug. 22. For more info,
visit www.moragaartgallery.com or
call (925) 376-5407.

MUSIC

Orinda Library's Summer of Music
- Crying Time at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 8. Honky Tonk Revisionists.
Nashville Apologists. Crying Time
plays classic country music that puts
a smile on your face and pulls at your
heartstrings.

The Concerts in the Park, which
are sponsored by the Orinda Parks
and Recreation Foundation and sup-
ported by the Orinda Community
Foundation, Rotary Club of Orinda
and City of Orinda, are held on Tues-
day evenings. The following, with the
exception two concerts, are held from
6:30to 8:30 p.m.: July 7 Floorshakers
- funk soul and rock ‘n’ roll; July 14
Lamorinda Idol with Arts in Bloom at
5 p.m. - variety; July 21 West Grand
Boulevard — Motown, and rhythm and
blues.

Summer Concert Series at the Mor-
aga Commons begins at 7 p.m. July 4
with rockin' dance band FUNdamen-
tals; July 9 Mixed Nuts - decades of
rock; July 16 Mania - Beatles tribute
band. For information, visit
www.moragaparks.org/concert.html.

Dirty Cello, featuring the virtuosic
cello stylings of Rebecca Roudman,
one of the Bay Area's most exciting
cross-over cellists, with uptempo
music featuring down home blues,
Eastern-European dance music, a bit
of bluegrass, and some classic rock,
from 7 to 8 p.m. on Friday, July 10 at
the Lafayette Library Community
Hall. Free.

Operation Swingtime. Local Ro-
tary Clubs (Lafayette, Lamorinda
Sunrise, Orinda, Moraga and Ross-
moor) are planning a very special
evening concert on the Rotary stage at
the Lafayette Reservoir on Saturday,
July 18 beginning at 5 p.m. Operation
Swingtime is a free outdoor concert
featuring Mic Gillette on Trumpet
(formally with Tower of Power), the
Big Band of Rossmoor and the
Swingin Blue Stars. Bring a picnic
and enjoy a family concert honoring
our veterans lakeside. For more info,
visit www.thebigbandofrossmoor.org.

THEATER

The Orinda Starlight Players will
present Agatha Christie’s “Black
Coffee” Thursdays through Sundays
through July 4 at the Outdoor Theatre
in Orinda Community Center Park lo-
cated at 28 Orinda Way. Cost: $16
regular admission; $8 seniors. For
show times and ticket information,

visit the box office, go to
http://'www.orsvp.org or call (925)
528-9225.

Cal Shakes will be performing
""Life Is a Dream" July 8 to Aug. 2,
and a one-night show, "Virgins To Vil-
lains: My Journey Through Shake-
speare's Women," on July 20. Cal
Shakes performances are held at
Bruns Amphitheater, 100 California
Shakespeare Theater Way (formerly
100 Gateway Blvd.), Orinda. For
more information, visit www.cal-
shakes.org. (See story page B5)

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“The importance of Environment
and How it Affects those with Cog-
nitive Decline,” presented by Michael
Pope, DEO, Alzheimer’s Services of
the East Bay from 4 to 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, July 9 at Aegis Living of Moraga,
950 Country Club Dr. Please RSVP as
space is limited: (925) 297-6760.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The Orinda Parks and Recreation
Department is happy to bring back
Movies in the Park for a second con-
secutive year. The movies will be held
Thursday evenings at Orinda Com-
munity Center Park located at 28
Orinda Way. The following movies
will begin at dusk: July 9 —“The Box-
trolls;” July 23 —“Big Hero 6.”

Lafayette Community Garden and
Outdoor Learning Center series, Our
Secret Garden III, will be held from 9
to 10 a.m. on Mondays and Wednes-
days. Our Secret Garden is in its third
year of celebrating our earth and her
sustainable young stewards. Lafayette
Community Garden’s Eli Chan and
Tracy Randolph will host an hour of
stories, crafts and exploration for chil-
dren of all ages. Each class builds
upon the next “big idea” and sheds
light on the impact we have on the
world around us. To register, visit
lafayettecommunitygarden.org/classe
s--?and--?events.

Lafayette Community Garden and
Outdoor Learning Center - Discover-
ing Connection Through Miwok Eyes
Summer Camp from 8:30 to 11:30
a.m. Aug. 10-12 at 3932 Mt Diablo
Blvd, Lafayette (across from
Lafayette Reservoir). Kids ages 8-12
can come discover their connection to
nature and her peoples. Experience
nature’s riches all around you — her
foods, her materials, her peaceful
sounds and spaces. We’ll explore na-
ture’s land, plants, trees, and animals,
make acorn meal, arrow shafts, clap-
per sticks, and more. Cost: $30 ($15
deposit required at time of registra-
tion). For info, visit http:/lafayet-
tecommunitygarden.org/classes-and-e
vents/.

Moraga Library Kids Programs for
July: Independence Day Craft 1 to 2
p-m. Thursday, July 2 - Children make
an Independence Day Craft, just in
time for the Fourth of July; Special
Dance Storytime with the Tutu School
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 14 -
Children are invited to a special inter-
active dance story time with a balle-
rina from the Tutu School of Walnut
Creek. Free. No registration required.
For more info, visit ccclib.org or call
(925) 376-6852.

FOURTH OF JULY EVENTS

There are a day’s and evening’s
worth of wonderful events planned in
Orinda and Moraga July 4, including
fun runs, a pancake breakfast, a dog
parade, the ever-popular Fourth of
July Parade, concerts and a fireworks
display to celebrate Independence
Day. (See events listing on page B2)

OTHER

Diablo Ballet Dance on Film pres-
ents “Top Hat,” a 1935 screwball
musical comedy film starring Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 14 at the
Lafayette Library Community Hall.
Diablo Ballet Artistic Director Lauren
Jonas and dancer Edward Stegge will
present fun facts about the film prior
to the screening and light refreshments
will be served. Cost: $5 at the door.
(See story page B4)

Free Girl's Fashion Show to intro-
duce the new made-to-order, sustain-
able and educational dress concept,
Isabel Azam by designer Jaleh Naasz
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 22 at
Hacienda de las Flores, 2100 Donald
Drive, Moraga. Fashion show will
start promptly at 6 p.m. To

RSVP, visit
https://www.facebook.com/events/16
06223822986453/. For those without
access to Facebook, e-mail RSVP to
Jaleh.naasz@gmail.com and indicate
the number of attendees.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chief
Stephen Healy from 10 to 11 a.m.
Saturday, July 25 at St. Stephen’s
Church will discuss the fire and med-
ical emergency services to the Orinda
and Moraga communities, and about
the proposed deal with Contra Costa
County regarding a new fire station.
The Church is located at 66 St.
Stephen’s Drive in Orinda.

For the fifth year in a row, Sustain-
able Lafayette will be hosting a sum-
mer film series at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center featuring
three recently released documentaries
about waste reduction, food produc-
tion and food waste. These award-
winning films will be shown on
weekday evenings in June and July.
All movies will run from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. in the Community Hall of the li-
brary. Schedule: “Food Patriots” —
Tuesday, July 7; “Just Eat It” — Tues-
day, July 28. Free snacks, cookies,
coffee, and refreshments will be
served at each movie and special guest
speakers will be included when possi-
ble. $10 donation requested; $5 for
students. For info, visit
http://www.sustainablelafayette.org/o
ur-events/summer-film-series.

Lindsay Wildlife Experience:
"Wild Cats at Lindsay Wildlife" on
July 25 and Aug. 22 at the Lindsay
Wildlife Museum in Walnut Creek.
Celebrate the Lindsay’s "Summer of
Cats- Felines: Fierce and Friendly."
With Barbara and Rob Dicely of Wild
Cat Conservation and Education
Fund, who will bring their big cats to
the Lindsay to introduce them to the
public and provide a valuable learning
experience. For info, visit http://lind-
saywildlife.org/summer-of-cats/.

As a thematic prelude to the “Row
with the Champions” Rotary Re-
gatta, scheduled Aug. 22 at San Pablo
Reservior, Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary
is presenting an author-appearance
eventat 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 1, at the
Veterans Memorial Building on
Mount Diablo Boulevard in Lafayette.
Special guest is Daniel James Brown,
who wrote “The Boys In The Boat,”
a national bestseller about an unher-
alded team from the University of
Washington that overcame towering
odds to win the rowing title at the
1936 Olympics in Berlin. The book,
being made into a motion picture, is in
the vein of “Seabiscuit,” the plucky
prize-winning racehorse. Tickets: $30,
available through www.rowwith-
champions.org.

SENIORS

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 174 meets for lunch at 11
a.m. the Second Wednesday monthly
at Holy Trinity Culture Center, 1700
School Street, Moraga. Our guest
speaker on July 8 will be Dinah Mc-
Farlane from ARF. For attendance and
membership info, call Tyler at (925)
284-5561 or visit www.branch174.sir-
inc2.org.

Consumer Scam Stopper Seminar
from 10:30 to noon Wednesday, July
15 in the Elderberry Room, Lafayette
Community Center. Seniors are the
most targeted group for scammers.
Learn how to avoid becoming a vic-
tim of fraud. Topics covered will in-
clude scams related to home repair,
phone  solicitations,  insurance,
Medicare, mail/foreign lottery fraud
and more. Attendees will have their
questions answered and obtain assis-
tance if they have been scammed.
Free for Senior Services members;
$10 non-members.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
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Friends of Orinda Creeks Gathers Steam

By Chris Lavin

At ameeting last week of Friends
of Orinda Creeks, seven people
gathered to do two things: Revitalize
their membership, and hear from the
California Department of Fish and
Game about how they can help chil-

-

Lisa Hales of Friends of Orinda Creeks and Chris Lavin check the trap.
Photos provided

dren get more involved with trout.
After all, notes member Brian Waters,
a network of creeks is under just
about everyone’s nose.

“They see neighborhoods, roads,
and they don’t even know that a creek

An overnight capture of wildlife in a tributary of San Pablo Creek in Orinda
last week netted a frog, a crayfish and tons of stickleback fish.

Lisa Hales holds a frog for a photo opp before the frog was released.

runs through it,” Waters said.

Michael McGowan is out to
change that. As the new person in
charge of membership, he is deter-
mined to swell the ranks of Friends of
Orinda Creeks to well beyond its pal-
try list today. The Friends are starting
with their usual table at the Fourth of
July celebration downtown, but Mc-
Gowan also started a free member-
ship group for any student who wants
to join, no matter his or her age.

“It’s something we just started, so
it’s not really going (gangbusters)
yet,” McGowan said. He plans to re-
vamp the website to make it more ap-
pealing to students, make the site
more user-friendly, and link it to edu-
cational materials.

That’s where Ethan Rotman, who
has the whopping title of Fishing in
the City and Classroom Aquarium
Education Programs Director for the
state of California, came in. Plus he
has a picture of a mountain lion and a
trout on his business card, something
most people cannot get away with.
Rotman described Trout in the Class-
room, a program that needs sponsors
to provide aquariums and support for
teachers who want to hatch trout eggs,
then have their students release them
into pre-ordained areas where the
trout are naturalized.

The Friends group immediately
voted to sponsor three classrooms at
about $275 a pop. That pays for the
aquarium, the water-cooling system,
and posters that show what trout eat
(just about anything that moves),
where they live and what their habitat
is dependent upon. “You have to re-
member that the high cost is up front,
for the equipment,” Rotman said.
“Then it lasts for years. We haven’t
had anything break down yet.” Teach-
ers throughout the state, including in
Orinda, participate in the program.

“It’s quite the emotional experi-
ence for these kids,” Rotman said.
“They watch the fish hatch, and then
they each get to go out with a tiny fish
that can fit in a bottle cap and release
it themselves.” An added plus: The
curriculum fits into the new core stan-
dards program in the middle grades.

“We have some schools that keep
it going, year to year, adding more
complexity,” Rotman said. “It would
be great if you could hook up with
one of our volunteers and work with
a classroom.” All eight heads in the
room nodded.

Rotman’s visit seemed to add a
new sense of urgency to the Friends’
mission — to preserve the watershed,
keep the creeks clean, and to increase
membership.

“This guy is great,” Waters said of
Rotman’s visit. “And I called him
only yesterday.”

Information about The Friends of
Orinda Creeks can be found at
www.orindacreeks.org.  Teachers
wanting to participate in Trout in the
Classroom can contact ethan.rot-
man@wildlife.ca.gov.

925-377-0977
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Service Clubs
Announcements

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Page:

Rotary

Please join us at our new location
THE LAFAYETTE PARK HOTEL
on Friday mornings at 7am.
For more info, please email us at
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

ROW WITH
CHAMPIONS

REGA TA
Reminder: No meellng on Friday 7/3 due to the holiday

b g
TAAT LaMoRinDA SUNRISE
d ,..-IP-L 4
o B
o
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Sat., Aug 22, 2015
10:00am to 3:00pm
San Pablo Reservoir
go to www.rowwithchampions.org
for more info and to purchase tickets

SPIRIT OF *29
Dixieland Jazz

Elegant Dixiland Jazz
and swing bands
For organizations
and private parties

Eliot Kenin

800-965-1302

Lamorinda Weekly
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Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Fatima Beheshti, D.D.S.

Moraga Native
Campolindo HS Grad

Graduate of USC School of Dentistry

Summer Specials!
Dental Implants
Cosmetic Dentistry $2997.00*%
Teeth Whitening Implant, Abutment, Crown
Tooth Colored Fillings
Bonding & Veneers Porcelain Veneer &
Porcelain Crown
General & Emergency $899*
Root Canal Therapy
Wisdom Tooth Extractions Partial Denture
Children Welcome $997 per arch*
Specialty Services Full Dentures
Snoring & Sleep Apnea $997 each*

Sports Guards & Night Guards *offers valid 6/3/15 - 8/31/15

24 Hour Emergency Care * Weekend Appointments
All PPO’s Accepted * Easy payment plans
Schedule your appointment today!
925-299-992.2
Lamorinda Dental, g Moraga Road, Suite 102, Lafayette
www.LamorindaDentalOffice.com

diabl

aﬁle‘t

AMNNUAL
DANCE ON FILM FESTIVAL

in conjunction with the Lafayette Library &
Learning Cenfer and the Lamorinda Weekly

Tuesday July 14 6:30 PM

Tﬂp Hat “!r"fi-ﬂ Oscar ramesied russeal saih musie by bedng 3ein

Starring Gimger Rogers and Fred Astaire, ihis (ibm wes the mea
succestlul picture ol Astaire and Rogers parfnership, stheving
second place in worldwide box-office receipis for 1935,

Lafayette Library - Community Hall
$5 admission

Pre-gsheereryg lun fecla discussion by Dbl Ballel Artistic Dirg<' o
Leuren Joray and Edwerd Slegge. Light refreshmenls will be sarved

To reserve tickets: 925.283.6513 x 103
reserve@LLLCE.org wew. lafayettelib.org

For more information: $25.943.1775 | www.diabloballet.org
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A French-Inspired Dish with Freekeh and Snap Pea Puree

By Susie Iventosch

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Freekeh Risotto with Fresh Snap Pea-Asparagus Puree

y mom and I just returned

from a trip to France to visit
my brother who lives on the island of
Corsica. After a few days in Paris, we
ventured down to a delightful little
jewel of a town in Provence called
L'Isle sur-la-Sorgue. The town truly
is situated on an island in the middle
of the river, and we stayed at an inn,
La Prevote, which also spans a small
portion of the river, with a little wa-
terway right under the bar! It was for-
merly a convent, and therefore
situated directly adjacent to the
Catholic church.

The owners completely reno-
vated the crumbling old convent 12
years ago, in keeping the original
style, but with the modernities of
electricity and running water. It was
beautiful and charming. As with
many of the French inns, the restau-
rant is a gastronomic adventure and
this meal did not disappoint.

The first dish I selected was
Freekeh risotto with fresh asparagus

Photo Susie Iventosch

and snap pea puree. It was so inter-
esting, garden-fresh and delicious
that I knew it would be the next food
column, if only I could figure out
how to make it! The recipe was not
forthcoming, but this dish closely re-
sembles theirs. My main course was
a whimsical stack of lamb "done two
ways," with eggplant, but this shall
have to wait for another column.

Freekeh is a high-fiber whole
grain, made from green wheat, and
roasted to a slightly smoky flavor. It
is used in salads, pilafs or even risotto
such as this, and can be found in the
specialty rice section of the grocery
store. 1 used Bob's Red Mill cracked
Freekeh for this recipe.

What made this dish especially
timely is that we also have fresh snap
peas growing in our vegetable gar-
den, which are so sweet and crisp,
and usually never even make it to the
kitchen from the garden because they
are so irresistible. But do save some,
as they are perfect in this recipe.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Freekeh Risotto with Fresh Snap

7 925-377-0977

Pea-Asparagus Puree

INGREDIENTS

1 cup cracked Freekeh
2 1/2 cups chicken broth (divided: 2 cups and 1/2 cup)

2 asparagus stalks, sliced into 1/8-inch slices on the angle

(reserve a few slices for garnish)
2 asparagus stalks, cut into 1/2-inch pieces for puree

8 ounces snap peas, half sliced into 1/8-inch slices and the rest
cut in half or quarters for the puree. Set aside several of the

peas inside for garnish.

2 green onions, chopped

2 tablespoons olive oil

2 tablespoons cream or half and half
Salt and white pepper, to taste

DIRECTIONS

In a skillet, heat olive oil and cook onions with sliced snap peas

and asparagus, over medium-high heat until onions are

translucent, but veggies are al dente. Add Freekeh and cook for
another few minutes, tossing all together. Add 1 cup of the broth
and cook until absorbed, stirring occasionally. Add second cup
of broth and cook until absorbed, again stirring occasionally. Set

aside.

Meanwhile, put the remaining asparagus chunks into a food
processor along with the cut up snap peas and puree until very
fine. Add a half cup of the chicken broth and two tablespoons
cream and continue to puree until as smooth as possible. Adjust
thickness by adding a little more broth at a time, if you think it's

too thick.

Season with sea salt and white pepper. Transfer puree to a small

sauce pan and cook over medium heat until just heated

through.

Serve Freekeh on a plate, and drizzle puree over the top and
sides. Garnish with thin slices of raw asparagus and raw snap
peas. In order to make the Freekeh look molded, | just packed it

into small ramekins and then inverted onto plates.

Wednesday, July 1, 2015

=

Susie Iventosch is the author of
Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,
which can be found at Across
the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

Beyond ‘Fit’ in College Search and Selection

By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD and Stuart Nachbar

College costs are skyrocketing and the

job market is undergoing rapid and ex-
citing change. Students and their families must
go beyond the basics of college “fit” like loca-
tion, size and weather to make more informed
decisions about where to apply and ultimately
enroll to get a good education and value. Here
are important questions and some resources to
get the information that supports wise decision-
making:

What is the academic profile of last
cycle’s entering freshman class? How does
your profile compare? Here you are trying to as-
certain if the school offers the right amount of
challenge and assess your chances of admission.
But understand there is more to assessing your
chances than your GPA and test scores. Strong
applicants show leadership and commitment to
extracurricular activities and/or employment,
write effective personal essays, and submit
strong recommendation letters. Hooks such as
legacy, ability to pay and special talents also play
into the mix.

What percentage of the freshman class
returns for sophomore year? A retention rate
below 80 percent is cause for concern.

What is the four-year graduation rate? Less
than 2/3 is ared flag. Your goal is to graduate in
four years. To support this graduation goal, the
school should offer strong academic advising
and maintain a Web portal where you can track
progress toward your degree. Ideally, colleges
should schedule courses in a way that all stu-
dents can graduate on time, even if they change
their major. Map out a hypothetical four year
plan with knowledgeable admission staff after
you are accepted, but before depositing.

What are class sizes at different grade lev-
els, required courses, and courses in your
major area of interest? The introductory
courses at most small schools are less than 40
students. The professor does the teaching and
helps students outside of classes. At larger
schools, introductory classes in popular majors,
like biology and psychology, have very large en-
rollments. The professor delivers the lecture, and
teaching assistants do the actual teaching in
smaller groups. Also, if you choose a large uni-
versity that houses several smaller colleges, each
college may have its own core requirements in
addition to the requirements for your major. Be
aware of these requirements and how you would
meet them in your four-year plan.

How do you learn in your weaker sub-
jects? Colleges may have required courses in
subjects that were a challenge for you in high
school. They might also be important subjects
to learn—Tlike calculus in a business program.
Some schools offer an extensive network of tu-
tors who can teach you the material. Others ex-
pect you to go to the professor for help. Discover
how a school supports student learning; today
more than ever before, it is important to graduate
with the degree you want with the best grades

you can earn. This is important in the job market
as well as if you go on to graduate or profes-
sional school education.

What is the makeup of the student body?
Examine breakdowns by gender, ethnic group,
and geography. Will you be happy with a stu-
dent body that is 65 percent female? Or being
one of the few out-of-state residents on campus?
There are no right or wrong answers, just be sure
to be aware of the demographics on campus.

How are you going to pay for college?
Schools award aid based on need as well as
merit (scholarships that do not need to be paid
back). Merit awards are often renewable, as long
as you maintain a minimum GPA. Do you be-
lieve that you can maintain the grades necessary
to keep the award while earning the degree you
want? It makes little sense to pursue an “easier”
major to maintain a scholarship or graduate on
time, if that major does not take you in the di-
rection that you want to go toward further edu-
cation or a rewarding career.

If you’re interested in graduate or a pro-
fessional school, does the area around cam-
pus offer opportunities to gain relevant
experience? If you attend college near or in a
large, economically robust city you could work
or volunteer year-round to build your resume in
paid and unpaid positions. If you go to college
in a more isolated location, you are less likely to
pursue these experiences during the school year.

What is the academic calendar for the
school year? Many schools work on a semester
system; you take four to six classes over four
months with a break in between. Others work
on a quarter system; you take three or four
classes over 10 weeks. The calendar affects the
amount of time you have to work during the
school year, time you have off, and time avail-
able for study abroad or study away. The work-
load in quarter systems comes faster, but it
enables you to take more classes and may speed
degree completion and/or your ability to double
major. Understand each school’s academic cal-
endar and its impact on your learning and goals.

Where do alumni live and work? Suppose
you want to go to college on the East Coast, but
hope to return to California. Some schools have
large alumni bases in the Bay Area to help you
find an internship, maybe even your first full-
time job.

How do you get into the major? Some-
times admission standards for a particular major
are higher than they are for the school as a
whole. Some schools admit you directly into
your major, while others require you to apply
during your sophomore year. Some performing
arts programs require auditions, others do not.
Some schools offer pre-engineering programs
so those without necessary high school prereq-
uisites still have a shot at earning an engineering
degree. There are many ways to complete a de-
gree program that will fit with your prior skills
and experiences.

How well does the college prepare students
for life after graduation? What percentage of
the student body applies to graduate and profes-
sional schools? How many are accepted and
where? Which companies recruit on campus?
Which majors are most heavily recruited and into
what type of jobs? At what salary ranges? An ac-
tive Career Counseling and Placement Office
reaches out to alumni, faculty and employers to
gather this information and prepare you to make
the right contacts. Visit this office when you visit
colleges and explore these questions.

Where can you find some of this informa-
tion? College Board’s Big Future, (https://big-
future.collegeboard.org/) has a good deal of
information and direct access to each college
website.  LinkedIn’s ~ University — pages
(https://www.linkedin.com/edu/?tab=schools)
will help you to learn where a school’s alumni
work and the companies that employ them.

You can find rather superficial data through
the schools’ guidebooks, but more in-depth
analysis requires actually visiting to college
campuses and searching school websites for
“Common Data Sets” which most colleges
maintain. The examples I chose below have ac-
tual Web addresses, as opposed to requiring a
data download:

»  University of Delaware:
http://www.udel.edw/IR/cds/cds1415.pdf

*  Boston University:
http://www.bu.edu/oir/cds/

»  University of Oregon:
http://ir.uoregon.edu/sites/ir.uoregon.edu/files/
CDS20142015ForWEB.pdf

Information gathering takes time, but it is
worth the effort to become an informed con-
sumer of education and its true value to you and
your goals.

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. draws on 27 years of
higher education experience to expertly guide
and support the college and graduate or
professional school admission process for
students and their families in our local
communities and throughout the US. Each cycle,
more than 80 percent of Elizabeth's students get
into their first or second choice school. Call
Elizabeth (925) 385-0562 or write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com. Visit
www.doingcollege.com for more information
about her services. Stuart Nachbar publishes
EducatedQuest.com, a parent-focused blog that
provides timely advice on the college search and
the best values in higher education.
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Gardening

J. Limon Gardening

Mamtenance/CIeanEﬂp
Monthly Service
Sprinkler
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience
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Girls’ DFAL All-League Awards

Mary Hildeburn

Photos Gint Federas

Lacrosse: All three Lamorinda teams qualified for the
NCS tournament. Acalanes (12-6) earned the No. 2 berth.
The Dons advanced to the semifinals before falling to
S. F. University. Miramonte earned the No. 4 seed and
faced Lamorinda rival, Campolindo, in the opening round.
The Mats beat the Cougars 19-10 in the first game and then
beat the No. 1 seed to advance to the finals. Miramonte
beat S. F. University in the finals to win the NCS title.

Most Valuable Player
Mary Hildebrun Campolindo
First Team:
Caroline Newman Acalanes
Alyssa Mueller Acalanes
Caith Wright Acalanes
Sophie Ross Acalanes
Caroline Tague Miramonte
Madison Geary Miramonte
Lauren Ramirez Miramonte
Lauren Burns Campolindo
Second Team:
Ellie Higgins Acalanes
Camilla Otero-Smith Acalanes
Lauren Pejza Miramonte
Katie Hawkins Miramonte
Sophie Hubbell Campolindo
Emma Price Campolindo
Honorable Mention:
Peyton King Campolindo
Taylor Geary Miramonte
Rebecca Hull Campolindo

Swimming: All three Lamorinda teams finished in the
Top-10 at the NCS meet. Against 36 teams, Campolindo
led the way with a sixth place finish, recording 144
points. Miramonte finished in eighth place with 98 points,
and Acalanes followed in 10th place with 87 points.
First Team:

Brittany Usinger Acalanes
Natalie Morlock Acalanes
Emily Lo Acalanes
Lucy Fellner Acalanes
Katherine Erickson Campolindo
Mary Ashby Campolindo
Emily Ward Campolindo
Sophia Cavalli Campolindo
Brooke Presten Campolindo
Alicia Campbell Campolindo
Marie-Claire Schillinger Miramonte
Honorable Mention:

Emily Byrme Miramonte
Kimi Hata Miramonte
Carson Broad Miramonte
Andrey Chang Miramonte
Kylie Morrison Miramonte
Katrina Drake Miramonte

Track and Field: Competing against 20 teams, Lamor-
inda teams each recorded Top-10 finishes at the NCS
meet. Campolindo finished in fourth overall with 47
points. Miramonte followed in fifth place with 37.50
points. Acalanes tied for sixth place with 32 points. In ad-
dition to the Top-10 team finishes, Lamorinda athletes
also recorded individual podium finishes. Top finishers
include: Miramonte’s Jordyn Bryant, who finished first
in discus and third in shot put, Miramonte’s Arden Creson
and Acalanes’ Julia Lyons who finished second and third
in long jump, Campolindo’s Kelley Wirth, who finished
second in high jump, Campolindo’s Brighie Leach and
Toni Finanne finished first and third, respectively, in the
3200M run while Sarah Cella finished second in the
800M run. Leach also finished first in the 1600m.
Acalanes’ relay team took third in the 4x100 and 4x400

relay.

First Team:
Brighie Leach Campolindo
Arden Creson Miramonte
Imani Moggan Acalanes
Maya Michon Acalanes
Anni Klopstock Acalanes
Muppy Gragg Acalanes
Kemanani Booze Acalanes
Lola Olabode Miramonte
Philadephia Tse-McKewon Miramonte
Kelley Wirth Campolindo
Jordyn Bryant Miramonte

Second Team:
Toni Finnane Campolindo
Julia Lyons Acalanes
Sarah Cella Campolindo
Windy Margerum Acalanes
Maddy Daum Campolindo

Honorable Mention:
Mary Orders Campolindo
Georgia Roden Miramonte
Julie Arnswald Campolindo
Olivia Fishlow Miramonte
Hannah Fishlow Miramonte
Kelly Gabriella Miramonte
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Follow us on
Twitter@LamorindaSports
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AT CAMPOLINDD HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 4 = 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 6 thru July 17 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 —5:00 P.M.

FEES: $320 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us
or download registration form at campofootball.net

All Airports
Served 24/7
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Lafayette Motors

Independent service and repair for Mercedes Benz

JERRY FIGUEROA

Shop (925) 284-4852
Cell (510) 754-1942
lafayettemotors@gmail.com

3470 Golden Gate Way , Lafayette, CA 94549

,?”Z?}R Lafayette Motors

Independent service and repair for Jaguar

CarrLos “Kixko” CAICEDO

Shop (925) 284-4852
Cell (925) 285-0783
lafayettemotors@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

)
SUMMER SPECIAL

19" OFF

How's your hearing?
Ask an Audiologist
Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

+I..-"k MORINIDA
AUDIOLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Anythlng Sound ®s

maraniz

e
OUNDWORK

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospital
Oakland

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

www.lamorindaweekly.com

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

7 925-377-0977

SPORTS MEDICINE
CENTER FOR
YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430
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Warriors are Champions
Submitted by Scott Gardner

Oakland Strokes Compete at

Nationals
Submitted by Cheryl Richards

The varsity men'’s 8+ boat From Ieft Max McDonaId Tucker Johnson, Connor Olson,
Cameron Chater, Kenyon Watson (coxswain, Miramonte), Michael Cuellar, Alexandr
Lilichenko (Miramonte), Rhys Daniel, Daniel Hogan (stroke).

From left, back row: Ben Kang, Reid Thorson, Jack Clancy, James McIntyre, Ryan Gardner, Andres
Santos, Jacob Madrigal, Ben Reisenberg, and Luke Claussen; front row: coach Kenji McCrae

The Warriors basketball club’s fourth grade boys' team won the 2015 MVP Flight spring tourna-
ment with a thrilling 37-33 comeback victory over Piedmont on May 31.

Magic U15 Girls Win Western

he Oakland Strokes sent 23 of its top ath-

letes to Sarasota, Fla., to compete at the

2015 U.S. Rowing Youth National Champi-

onships. From June 12-14, Strokes’ crews com-
peted against 162 high school rowing teams.

The Strokes varsity men won the gold

medal in a marquee event, the Grand Final 8+,

with a time of 5:51.813, for the first time in the

program’s history.

The women’s team won the silver medal in
the Lightweight Womens 8+ Final with a time
of 6:52.055.

The men’s 4+ boat won the Petite Final in
their event with a dramatic come-from-behind
0.08 second victory.

Regional

Submitted by Greg Davis
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Back row, from left: coach Haris Obic, Kate Minden, Mia Grillo, Vanessa Vaisnor, Molly Davis,
Emily Smith, Keeley Murphy, Kierra Krawec, Vanessa Jones, Jasmine Safarians, Kaitlin DeVries,
Sophie Morengo, Mitzy Ramirez, coach Tony Neto; front row: Jenna Van Pelt, Rachel Brickman,

The women'’s Lightweight 8+ boat. From left: Tenaya McCoy, Limor Dubrovsky (Acalanes),
Julia Giovanni (Campolindo), Madelynn Prendergast, Gray Strandberg, (coxswain), Rileigh
Long, Marie Johnson (Miramonte), Jillian Lundstrom (Miramonte), Elizabeth Hofinga (stroke,
Miramonte).

Anya Li, Sophia Giordano, Lauren Van Stralen, Annie Midthun

Photo provided

S Club Soccer held the Nation Cup West-

ern Regional Championships in Davis on
June 20-23 and the California Magic U15 girls
came away with the victory. The Magic girls
played in the highly competitive Super Group
division of the tournament, playing five games
over four days. Magic outscored their opponents
17t03.

In the final match, Magic faced Davis
Legacy, a team ranked No. 2 in California and
No. 7 in the nation. Magic came out fast and fu-
rious and put up its first goal in the opening two
minutes of the match. Magic scored another
goal to go into halftime with a 2-1 lead. Magic
scored two more goals to seal the championship
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The men’s 4+ boat. From left: Isabella Onken, (coxswain), Henri lllien, Nikita Lilichenko (Mira-
monte), Brandon Fluegge (Miramonte), Luke Lawler (stroke). Photos provided

victory.

Classified

Classified

Classified

Classified

Classified « Classified  Classified
Music Lessons Computer Service
Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar\ [ coOMPUTERS BEST ERIEND

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
9253239706 %

Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL
- WINDOWS TUTORING i
- HARDWARE UPGRADES #
« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

robbiednbr@gmail.com - REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 « 510-938-1881

Classes Offered

Photography

Terry Riggins Photography:
Stunning Portraits: Families, Kids
and Pro Headshots. 925-631-1000.

Yoga for 12 Step Recovery classes
are currently being offered at Earth
and Sea Yoga, 3400 Mt. Diablo |

House Cleaning |

Blvd,, Suite 209, Lafayette, CA
(across from Jack in the Box and above
Lafayette Academy). Y12SR combines
the practical tools of the 12-step
program and the ancient wisdom
of yoga. Classes are continuous
and ongoing, Mondays 1:30-3pm.
All A's are welcome. For more
information go to www.Y12SR.com

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Terry Riggins Photo Workshops:
Private/group sessions available.
Contact: 925-631-1000.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Painting Contractor

Lafayette Painting
All phases and types of painting work done
$350 OFF on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.
Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Tom Romaneck Painting Co.
Named Orinda Ambassador of
the year Interior& Exterior
painting. Deck restoration.
Meticulous prep and finish work.
I do all my own work one job at a
time 925-323-9908. I'll match any
discount coupon. Lic. # 922081

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Landscape Maintenance

Balaam Landscape Services
Natural Pruning and Thinning
Detailing - Weeding
Irrigation Timers Adjusted
Reasonable Rates
925-586-0558

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Rototilling

==+ Ken's Rototilling
; + 4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

reach 60,000+
with your ad

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeli

g * Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

M csssTs 925-825-5201

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Blue Jays Keep Fighting

Submitted by Sherry Quinn
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From left, back row: coach Nick Hanson, head coach Mike Michlitsch, coach Russ Yoshinaka;
front row: Cody Michlitsch, Ace Reeder, Jake Yoshinaka, Nate Lyons, Zach Nurkiewicz, Cale
Hanson, Dylan Mansour, Brady Quinn, Trevor Gough, Alexander Kurimai, Drew Hasse; not pic-

tured: Neve Abcari Photo Gabe Gough
he AA Lafayette Little League Blue Jays they won the first two games, lost the third, and
started the season going 0-6. However, then proceeded to win five straight games in six

the team found a rhythm and qualified for the ~days to clinch the championship.

postseason. In the double-elimination playoffs,

LMSC Goes Undefeated

Submitted by Paradi Mirmirani

From left, back row: coach Joe De Venuta, Jada Deitrick, Ella Kummer, Elle Efremsky, Wynter
Rivera, Tahra Minowada, Catie McCauley; front row: Audrey Le-Nguyen, Shima Dixon, Maia
Beltran, Annie Boyden, Avery Welch, Ava Jacuzzi, Camille Berzansky
he Lamorinda Soccer Club U10 girls put  feated, going 7-0-2 in the Region II Gold Divi-
in a team effort on both the offensive and  sion NorCal Spring league. The girls wrapped
defensive end this season. They were unde- up the season on June 13.

MBA All-Stars Win

Submitted by Susan Linden
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From left, back row: Brent Meyers, Justin Rodriguez, Ken Sintchak, Will Studebaker, Evan Olson,
Charlie Hill, Logan Robeson, Ron Concepcion; front row: Miles O'Connor, Lucas Concepcion,
Ryan Sintchak, Dashiell Weaver, Justin Meyers and Scott Linden Photo Susan Linden

The Moraga Baseball Association’s 10U All-Star team went undefeated to win the Pleasant Hill
tournament championship on June 21.

Gamers Play Tough Game

Submitted by Anna Marie Gamboa

-

game on June 10 ready to compete. The Gamers
matched up against the Fury, who pulled off the
upset to win the championship.

fter a winning season and a first-place fin-
ish in league play, the Orinda Gamers en-
tered the OBA Mustang 10U championship

£ 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: C3
MBA Tournament Results

Submitted by Kat Panos

The Moraga 14U Mavericks took the silver division championship at the 680 Diablo League
tournament in Sunnyvale on May 30-31. From left, top row: Connor Gregg, Ben Powers, Corey
Goldman, Justin Feldman, Conor O'Brien, Charlie Craig, Cameron Fara, Coach Max Luckhurst,
Jeremy Gunderson; bottom row: Billy Woolsey, Donovan Robles, Will Weaver, Tommy Raftis
Photos provided

from various divisions and age groups
competed to take home a trophy.

fter a fun spring season, the Moraga
Baseball Association wrapped up the
year with a series of tournaments. Teams
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The Moraga 11U Mavericks came in second in the gold division at the 680 Diablo League tour-
nament. From left, top row: coach Don Cooper, Connor Fritch, Luca Rago, Cade Bennett, Jack
Williams, Nate Powers, Shan Brinton, Coach Chris Rago; bottom row: Adam Harper, Xavier Es-
quer, Jack Beaty, Michael Coane, Max Rittmann

Saint Mary’s College played host to the Mustang championship on June 10. The Giants won
the 9/10 division. Coaches: Dan O'Donnell, Kyle Schlehofer; players (in alpha order): Adrian
Blumberg, Andrew Pan, Brendan O'Donnell, Hardy Dolge, Landon Fly, Leighton Jay, Logan
Robeson, Luke Olsen, Max Polk, Robbie Mascheroni, Tiago Jordan, William Cable

i -
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The Yankees won the Pinto division tournament on June 7 at Saint Mary’s College. Pinto Yan-
kees coaches: Brian Myers, Robert Woodford; players (in alpha order): Andrew Vaughn, An-

thony Sanguinetti, Avery Jules, Blaise Clancy, Carson Rossi, Cort Woodford, Jack Braun, Lleyton
Osteen, Luke Devine, Maddox Johnson, Quinn Flanagan, William Meyers

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file,
minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)
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in-home care services

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
¢ Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from > Complete Auto Repall'
Smog Station | °......
377-6020

the Post Office) State of California
ADJUSTING
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM
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Familq & Cosmefic Denlisfl’q

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

Moraga - 925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA * CDA + CCDS *« AACD ‘

Studio E

Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes. Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you £
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.
1605 School Street Moraga

(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moragas Premier Salon

3 Lip Wax w/
s Brow Wax
*new clients only

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
il (in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

MORACGARETREAT
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The UPS Store ¢

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste |
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v Shipping v Postal Services
v"Copying, Finishing v Business Services
v/ Printing Services v Live Scan
v"Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga
Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive ;n,\? ﬂ'rﬂﬁ.ﬂx

Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic i

_. Lol
W b
ﬁ? 530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

www.moragamotors.com
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YOQUTH PHOTOG Hﬁl PH‘J" WORKSHOPS
Crigital Phatagraphy 101 Travel Photegraphy

Urachaiatand yout carmmie and grom | Capbomng greal ingses ot ull
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Classes thraugh Summer & Fall
Wionksheps For Al Skill Levels - Tesn. Collage & Adult

ARTGALLERY

“PV P B [y »
Show dates- June 17-August 22

£

E*J{
178

Bing-J b Huang Koy Nittow
Covlte:y{]portf,ry Cabochon Jewelry
Chinese Calligiraphy

follow us on facebook
for local art news!

SI2 CEMIER STREET  RHEEM, EHORFING CENTER.  MORAGA, CA 4556
Cper ‘Wedneday thru Sendoy drere 12 neon be 5 pa 719302007

HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga
(925) 437-2076

WM aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Ken C. Young -

Fine Art Images

Unlimited
Fun, Exciting, smﬂ per mouth

% _ﬁ Challenging ~ 925.376-3667

_— HFPFIISA corm
“4d. .+ 1375 Moraga Way, Moraga

GARDENING SOLUTIONS Co.
Landscaping Design & Maintenance

(925) 3767077

License# 783598

&~ 925-377-0977
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1 and 2-Week Horse Camps

Private Riding Site in Moraga
Complete horsemanship programs
for riders of all levels.

Win a Week of Camp!
www.roughingit.com/lamorinda

Q{ﬁeem Valley

Pet Shoppe

Fet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 386 Fark Street Moraga (925) 376-86399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 11a.m.to5p.m.

THE
MORAGA
BARBER SHOP

Hours: Tues-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 8:30am-4pm,
Sun 11:30am-6pm, Mon 10am-6pm

925-247-1101 - 1431 Moraga Way

Moving? Cleaning? Gelting Organized?

15% ol packing supplles
- dncluding specialty boxes,

f— dixh packs. wardrobe boxes,
‘Iﬂ tape & any slze box in stock!
: : St pavkng nuppbs diarsurnt mm G050

y _. RENTENSPACE .-

| 155 Movapa Hd {925) 631k
- "":'.'. W SASHTCE Coun

[T T i

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T o m E T R Y

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.

» Comprehensive Vision Testing >~ 2ETD
e Eye Disease Diagnosis

e Specialty Contact Lens Care

e Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A ETITIIY
Moraga « (925) 376-2020 -

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

30 years experience

stituations for individuals and
small businesses.

|
|
|
Specializing in complex tax |
|
|
|

Consultation, Preparation,

Moraga : ;
Representation, Planning

(925) 388-1040

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Trees & Shrubs I

Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds
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Hunsaker Canyon

Lamorinda neighborhood boasts an unpretentious, quiet countryside

By Cathy Dausman

Wild horses (although this one is actually a statue) couldn't drag most residents away from their beloved

Hunsaker Canyon.

nsaker Canyon may be one of Lamorinda’s
J@;est—kept real estate secrets, but its residents
eagerly share its attributes. Nestled in acreage adja-
cent to Burton Valley and land owned by East Bay
Regional Parks and PG&E, Hunsaker is imminently
accessible yet retains a distinctly remote, definitively
country feel. It is a warm, dry oak woodland habitat
populated by 70 or so residents sprinkled among 20
or so homes.

Photos Cathy Dausman

Unlike the other Canyon abutting the East Bay
hills, this is not a stand-alone community but a
Lafayette neighborhood. Some homes are new and
generously sized at 3,000 to 4,000 feet while other
originally tiny homes were enlarged over time.

Residents claim the original houses were built
in the 1920s as a collection of summer residences.
An adobe home and one built entirely of straw clad
with stucco sit among more standard wood-sided

homes. A home built at a 1,000-foot elevation com-
mands a 180-degree view, to the east of Mt. Diablo,
the west beyond Moraga to the Berkeley Hills, and
as far north as Martinez. On a clear day, residents
and guests of another home can see the Sierras.
People from as near as Walnut Creek and as far
as New England populate Hunsaker. “We sort of
have a hillbilly reputation, but we have doctors,
lawyers, writers, business owners and some local
green community advocates,” Karen Schneider told
Lamorinda Weekly. “To live here you need an inde-
pendent and free outlook,” she explained. Schnei-
der and her husband, Doug, are no strangers to the
area; they grew up in the East Bay. “We built our
[Hunsaker] home 25 years ago, but were owners of
the property for 43 years,” Schneider said.
... continued on page D4

This metal sculpture adds movement and whzmsy to
this outdoor space.
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VLATKA BATHGATE S ———

ALAIDEN TIAL B R AL
IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

LT Linked[[].

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda

Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate

Offered at $3,295,000

FOR SALE

35 Canyon View Dr, Orinda }

Modern Home with
Pastoral Vista
Offered at $I 495,000

4 FOR SALE
i@l 114 Lucille Way, Orinda

Private Retreat Close to
Downtown
Offered at $1,449,000

FOR SALE =y
97 Oak Rd, Orinda

Entertainer's dream home
with a pool
Offered at $1,498,000

COMING SOON

167 Stein Way, Orinda

Exclusive Retreat with Views
close to Downtown

Offered at $1,798,000

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They will go up.

If 1 had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETITE 20 $680,000 $7,200,000
MORAGA S $429,000 $1,675,000
ORINDA 9 $275,000 $2,250,000
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and i provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

1225 Cambridge Drive, $2,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 3136 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-19-15

28 Camino Court, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3987 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 5-12-15

3162 Condit Road, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2644 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-20-15

1186 Glen Road, $1,705,000, 4 Bdrms, 2624 SqFt, 1950 YiBlt, 5-21-15;
Previous Sale: $705,000, 11-15-93

3915 Happy Valley Road, $7,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 5525 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 5-19-15

3090 Hedaro Court, $1,140,000, 3 Bdrms, 2811 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-14-15;
Previous Sale: $310,000, 11-27-91

2123 Hidden Pond Road, $959,000, 6 Bdrms, 2975 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 5-12-15;
Previous Sale: $860,000, 04-19-13

3701 Highland Road, $1,210,000, 4 Bdrms, 2341 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-21-15;
Previous Sale: $500,000, 04-14-10

3326 Las Huertas Road, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3460 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-20-15;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 02-28-01

729 Los Palos Drive, $1,555,000, 4 Bdrms, 1909 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-21-15;
Previous Sale: $579,000, 11-17-98

3279 Mt. Diablo Court #19, $680,000, 3 Bdrms, 1842 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 5-8-15

928 Oak Street, $824,000, 3 Bdrms, 1304 SqFt, 1947 YiBlt, 5-20-15;
Previous Sale: $700,000, 05-10-13

1420 Reliez Valley Road, $2,950,000, 6 Bdrms, 4207 SqFt, 2013 YBlt, 5-14-15

1858 Reliez Valley Road, $1,133,000, 4 Bdrms, 1906 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-20-15;
Previous Sale: $285,000, 03-30-89

3065 Rohrer Drive, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2362 SqFt, 1968 YrBIt, 5-12-15

3394 Springhill Road, $1,980,000, 4 Bdrms, 3095 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 5-8-15;
Previous Sale: $1,742,000, 07-14-06

977 Stow Lane, $1,695,000, S Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1935 YrBlt, 5-21-15;
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 05-02-06

3171 Surmont Drive, $1,167,000, 3 Bdrms, 2173 SqFt, 1961 YiBlt, 5-8-15;
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 06-16-05

3338 Vaughn Road, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2409 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 5-19-15;
Previous Sale: $1,399,000, 04-17-07

6 Wellesley Drive, $3,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 6203 SqFt, 1996 YiBlt, 5-14-15;
Previous Sale: $291,000, 11-15-94

MORAGA

1982 Ascot Drive #B, $429,000, 2 Bdrms, 1233 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 5-12-15;
Previous Sale: $510,000, 05-03-05

769 Augusta Drive, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2472 SqFt, 1974 YiBlt, 5-14-15;
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 08-15-08

9 Crockett Drive, $1,675,000, 4 Bdrms, 3292 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 5-12-15;
Previous Sale: $535,000, 05-06-88

9 Irvine Drive, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 3204 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 5-14-15;
Previous Sale: $1,260,000, 11-23-10

20 Ross Drive, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1450 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 5-20-15;
Previous Sale: $830,000, 05-07-07

... continued on page D11



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.
A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

- I B N L Nl = . I B L
JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER ANGIE CLAY

With the spirit of red, white, and blue...
we calebrate our independence and the
apportunity to pusue happinass and the
Amernican Dream. If your dream includes

buying or selling o home. we're here to help.

925.818.5500 925.207.9366 HE‘IPP‘H’ Ath of J.uhrl

THE CHURCHILL TEAM JANE SMITH

LEGACY COURT, ALAMO $3,495,000 3 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA $1,695,000

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441 925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM LISA TICHENOR

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

19 TOTTERDELL, ORINDA $1,175,000 1038 WESTRIDGE AVENUE, DANVILLE $1,548,000

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105 925.285.1093

MATT McLEOD PAT AMES

925.464.6500 - 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

925.464.6500 925.330.5849 $838,888 - $925,000

TERESA ZOCCHI TERRYLYNN FISHER
[]

I 925.360.8662 925,876_096 TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662 PATRICIA AMES 925.330.5849

Www.DUDUM.COM
D D LAFAYETTE WALNUT CREEK Proud to be affilated with
e ) 999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
\‘(,ﬁlrﬁ// nelive s((ﬁ/’('/)()/’//(”)/ LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 commerce | mor tgage
_ 0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411 0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

REAL ESTATE GROUP

CALBRE #01882902
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Hunsaker Canyon

... continued from page D1

Schneider says Hunsaker Canyon was developed along Grizzly
Creek from part of the Rancho Laguna de Los Palos Colorados land
grant. The Hunsaker family lived there 20 or 30 years, said Lafayette
Historical Society’s Laura Torkelson, adding the family produced two
county sheriffs. The Hunsakers moved out when Horace Carpentier
took over the Moraga land grant in the 1870s and eventually moved

i T ..-I
- -"' it 3%

to Oregon, Torkelson said.

Author Joyce Maynard and her husband, Jim, “fell in love with
Hunsaker Canyon and the little community here just a year ago.” May-
nard spent her “young years” in New Hampshire. “I'd seen pictures
online of a house for sale in the canyon, and the place was so unlike
anything I'd seen anyplace else that I knew I wanted to see it that same
day. We jumped on his motorcycle, and off we flew, and when we
pulled around the last bend in the road and saw the place,  knew I was
home,” she said.

For Maynard, Hunsaker is “quiet, utterly peaceful, and sur-
rounded by nature. When I step outside at night, I can see the stars,
and all night long we hear owls calling to each other”

Kim and Fred Curiel felt they got the best of both worlds when
they moved from Hayward in 1998 and built their dream house of
straw in Hunsaker Canyon. “He wanted to live in the country and I
wanted to live within 15 minutes of a hospital and school. Hunsaker
met all of our requirements. It’s amazing to wake up surrounded by
the absolute beauty of the oak woodlands, walk to work at Burton Val-
ley Elementary School (she is the gardening teacher), and in the

evening we can be in downtown Berkeley in less than half an hour,”

Four-legged residents of Hunsaker Canyon Photo Cathy Dausman Curiel said. ... continued on page D6

Looking to sell or buy?

T Now is a great time for both.

INTERNATIONAL P Contact me for a free market
DIAMOND SOCIETY = analysis of your home.

BAYAREATOP100 Chad Morrison

o Direct: 925.253.4650
| ek Mobile: 925.330.1416
‘:ﬂw% | chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com

www.sellinglamorinda.com

CalBRE# 01905614
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"~ HI "' I]I 1" I I o I -"HI-"FI'--HI:II-“- " — . Mt r =k o ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
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N i Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-
- 5 IR L T "4 ¥ - " pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.




STILL #1 FOR A REASON

4 Ridge Lane, Orinda
$3,850,000
Awatrd-winning 5BR/4.5 BA, 4750% sq. ft. Sleepy
Hollow retreat on a peaceful 2.5% acre parcel (protected

by adjacent EBMUD land) with a rare blend of level
land, stunning gardens & panoramic views.

4RidgeLane.com

Not on MLS e Call to Show!

3716 Crestmont Place, Lafayette

$2,895,000

Impressive 4BR + office + 2nd family room/4BA,
4291+ sq. ft. traditional built in 2003! Located in
Happy Valley on a .60% acre parcel with sports court,
level lawn, views, gardens, and sun-drenched patio.

3716CrestmontPlace.com

Easy to Show!

DanaJaeen
e

Rose Lane, Lafayette
$3,475,000

Beautiful 4BR + office + 2nd family room/3BA, 4710+
sq. ft. traditional in a sought-after, flat neighborhood of
[Happy Valley. Nearly level 1.1£ acre lot with privacy, pool

& detached studio with kitchen & bath.
1231Roselane.com

Just Listed!

- B
312 Maverick Court, Lafayette
$1,795,000

Inviting 4BR/3.5BA, 35131 sq. ft. traditional
on a dream, level .35+ acre parcel with outdoor
kitchen, lawn & gardens. Prime Baywood court

location in this sought-after, gated neighborhood.

312MaverickCourt.com

Just Listed!

Call me ‘coday to view any of these wondelful list'mgs.’

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

DanaGreenTeam.com

2010 THROUGH 2015

24 Sanford Lane, Lafayette
Call for Price & Details
Stunning 5BR + office + bonus/4.5BA, 5169+

sq. ft. Hidden Oaks traditional built by Branagh
Development in 2007. Level .55% acre private lot on a

pristine cul-de-sac with pool/spa, patios & built-in BBQ.

DanaGreenTeam.com

Just Listed!

Expanded 4BR + bonus/3BA, 27851 sq. ft.
single-story on a mostly-level 1.13% acre Reliez Valley
parcel with sweeping Briones/valley views, incredible

expansion possibilities & the ability to house horses.

1493RanchoViewDr.com

Just Listed!

Dana Green
925.339.1918

License #: 01482454
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Hunsaker Canyon

... continued from page D4

Erin Partridge grew up in Hunsaker, moved away, and then came “home.” As
a child, the art therapist was a member of what she called the Canyon Kids Club.

“Living here has been such a gift,” Partridge said. “We explored the hillsides
looking for fossils, wildlife tracks, and wildflowers. Iknow it has shaped me both
personally and professionally; living in this beautiful place with such a great group
of people has taught resilience, collaboration, and the importance of community.”

With their Hunsaker Canyon acreage, Diana and Norm Paulson have culti-
vated a sunny garden nearly the size of a city lot. The certified composter and his
wife grow an abundance of fruits and vegetables, including rhubarb, peppers, cane
berries, zucchini and cucumbers across the road from their house. (Read the story
about their composting efforts in the Lamorinda Weekly archives at
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0807/Lamorinda-Home-Com-
posting-A-Diverse-and-Growing-Practice.html.) The Paulsons incorporated a por-
tion of an original Hunsaker wall within the terraced garden.

Attorney and resident Joan Fife said life in Hunsaker Canyon provides unheard of
opportunities and mixes the best of both worlds. “The space makes it a great spot for
pursuit of passions and interests,” she said, including big dog walking, keeping roosters,
bird and weather watching, and the Frisbee golf her sons play. Yet Hunsaker Canyon res-
idents are a scant 15 minutes from fine dining, the best shopping and BART.

Hunsaker properties “weave in and out of Lafayette city limits following the path
of Grizzly Creek,” said Schneider, who estimates 90 percent of canyon properties fall
within the incorporated area. Residents maintain the length of their two-mile-long
privately-owned single lane road and rush to repair it after a washout or downed tree.

Single lane access does come with at least one concern. Schneider says her
Hunsaker neighbors “are wary of grass fires and have a phone tree set up to contact
each other in an emergency. Additionally, many upper canyon properties keep extra
water tanks [filled] for use in emergencies.

“We know since there is only one road, once the fire trucks come in, no one
is driving out,” she said, adding her family works to keep the natural vegetation
trimmed away from their house. But for Schneider, it’s worth it. “It is actually an
awesome place to live”

Two Masters Providing |
World Class Service

Frank Woodward

Tina Jones
925-330-2620

WoodwardJonesTeam.com

FOATL B e d

(alBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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& 925-377-0977

With a hillside elevation and sweeping views, Karen Schneider's Hunsaker Canyon
home is the perfect spot for a telescope.

Photos Cathy Dausman

DAVID PIERCE

Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct: 925 254 5984

david.pierce@cbnorcal.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

| Estate LLC. All Rights
LLC. An Equal Opport
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SSOLIALES

- Amy Rose Smith Ashley Battersby
925-212-3897 925-323-9955
l a < amy@amyrosesmith.com ashley@ashleybattersby.com
A

REAL ESTATE www.ashleybattersby.com
www.amyrosesmith.com

COMING SOON IN HAPPY VALLEY! Happy Valley Hills with Views in a Breathtaking Setting
10 Wellesley Drive, Lafayette

*y

4 BEDROOMS 3.5 BATHS 3733 SQFT*
1.66* ACRES NEAR BRIONES REGIONAL PARK

Situated on 1.66 acres, this extraordinary property was built on one of
the most spectacular parcels in the Happy Valley hills. Offering total
privacy, magnificent views of the surrounding hills and level land, the
residence was designed with walls of glass, spacious rooms and a
superb floor plan to bring the serene natural vistas indoors.

The beautifully appointed residence is part of the small Wellesley enclave of pristine properties accessed —
from Happy Valley Road. Close proximity and easy access to Briones Regional Park with miles of trails
provides the residents with an extensive backyard trail system for daily enjoyment. :

e High vaulted redwood ceilings throughout living areas and master suite

e Skylights, ceiling windows, glass sliding doors, large expansive windows

e Oak hardwood floors, new wall to wall carpeting

e Kitchen/informal eating area/two family rooms

e Chef's kitchen - Thermador stainless steel appliances, honed quartzite counters

e Lovely living and dining rooms

e Private master retreat

e Mature redwoods, oaks, Lafayette Reservoir views, large level lawn, patios, decks, pool, spa
e Gated entrance, 3- car garage, generous storage and parking

e Convenient location minutes from downtown, BART, freeway access

Top Rated Schools: Happy Valley Elementary, Stanley Intermediate, Acalanes High School District
(Please check with districts for school availability)

*per Public Records




4 Bed + Office
3.5 Bath

3927 Sq H,

A48 Acre,
Rebuilt in 2006

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates
93 Moraga Way
Suite 103

Orinda, CA 94563

—

Don't slecp on this one.

From the incredibly desirable location,
to the privacy, neighborhood and
award winning schools and last but not
least...the exquisitely rebuilt California
Rancher, this Sophisticated Modern
home in the heart of Sleepy Hollow will
WOW you upon entry!

AMYROSESMITH

Phone: 925.212.3897

Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com

BRE: #01855959

15 Hilldale Court, Orinda
This fabulous property consists of a 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bathroom, 5,270+ square
foot home on 2 levels sited on 1.53+ acres of park-like grounds featuring a
large circular paver driveway, lush lawns, exterior lighting, fountains, beautiful
gardens, numerous patio spaces and an outdoor kitchen. Relax around the pool
and spa or challenge yourself on the full-size tennis court. All this plus nearly
200 producing Merlot grapevines for the discerning wine enthusiast.

Offered at $3,195,000 « 15HilldaleCourt.com

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

925.253.462 1 Direct

Dana.reedy@camoves.com

www.DanaReedyHomes.com
Cal BRE # 01880723

COoLDWES1L
BAMKCR O

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

Thank you for recycling this
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Blackhawk ~ Gorgeous updated newer home at Blackhawk CC.
6 bdrm 5.5 bath, 6300 sq. ft., Ig kitchen open to the fmly rm
w/sliders to pool, hrdwd flrs as well as travertine marble. Lg

master suite w/huge walk-in closet w/all built-n's. $3,299,000

P
et -
- —

Gretchen Bryce

Castro Valley ~ Newer home with a/c, chefs kitchen, high
end SS appl, gas range, granite counters. Deck + yd for enter-
taining, privacy & Ig redwood trees in Creekside setting.
Close to San Ramon. $779,000

Brian Cooney ~ 925.964.7588
Briancooneyteam.com

ACCORD

With over 400 Associates in 10 ofices rhrt'.-l_Jghnl_n
the East Bay, RE/MAX Accord is your first choices
for home buying and selling.

www.remaxaccord.com

925.283.9200

[ e T e tet T i
Blackhawk ~ Sharp home on the golf course! 4 bdrm, 3 bath,
updated kitchen w/granite counters, All bthrms remodeled.
One bdrm & bath on main flr, 3 car garage w/pull down storage.

Enjoy the pool/spa + great view of the Diablo Hills. $1,295,000

~ 925.683.2477
gretchenbryce@msn.com

Lafayette ~ 2 homes on 1 lot. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath with 2 car
garage for main house. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath with 1 car garage
for guest house. $925,000

Paddy Kehoe "’ 925.878.5869
paddyrealtor@gmail.com

g 9
PROSPECT

Ready to get your home loan?
BEB-502-7548
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Stylish Solutions
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Summer Entertaining

When your party colors don 't match your home decor

By Ann McDonald

Using napkin rings is a great way to hide any fabric size imperfections.

e've all been here: The weather clears, the
summer sun works its wonders and it’s
time for a party! Visions of the perfect

linen shift, coordinating sandals and jewelry, gorgeous
table tops, matching flowers, a signature drink, invita-
tions, friends enjoying a summer get together ... you
can see the entire event in your head.

You even pick out a theme and color palate. Not
too kitsch, just jaunty enough to serve as an outlet for
your creative juices.

Then it hits: The realization that your ‘Ideal Sum-
mer Party” will clash like the titans with your year-
round décor.

The funeral dirge plays in your head. You wonder
do I'have time to redecorate the entire house before the
party? No, you don’t. However, the following are some

Photos courtesy Couture Chateau LLC

of our insider tips to make it all work.

1) Buy a 30-yard “halfbolt” of fabric. Choose a neu-
tral fabric in linen or cotton that works with your year-
round décor. I always keep the following on hand: beige
linen, white linen, beige boucle, white boucle, sage
green velvet and white velvet. Yes, I like to entertain!
2) Arm yourself with the best quality pinking shears
you can afford and hide them from your family.
Gingher, KIA and Fiskers are the brands I use. Test-
drive different brands. We all have our favorites and,
yes, I do hide them.

You can now buy fabric shears in more than the
traditional zigzag, but I like the zigzag for this particular
DIY because you will want a slightly frayed edge to
work with.

3) Find a large flat surface and start cutting out nap-

& 925-377-0977
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kins and table runners. I use my dining table or the
floor in my studio. Mark with a straight edge that is long
enough to cover the entire width. I like using a level I
picked up at Home Depot because it keeps my lines
straight. I overlay a long flat-edge ruler as well.

Bolts of upholstery weight fabric are typically 48
to 54 inches wide. That means you can get two napkins
across at 25 square. I typically opt for only two across,
since the better, more natural fabric, when washed, will
have a lot of shrinkage and thread pulling from the
zigzag-cut edge, which you want.

Do the same for cocktail napkins and table run-
ners or place mats.

4) Wash them. Yes, I said take your beautiful uphol-
stery weight fabric and wash it. When upholstery fabric
is shipped, it contains protective sealers to ward off
bugs and if it’s rated for commercial application, there
will be additional fire retardant, even with the most
eco-friendly brands. We always wash fabrics twice be-
fore using in applications like this, especially if we are
making custom linens to be used near food.

... continued on page D12

Threads will work their way out of fabric as you wash
it, which is good.



Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299 Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

4.125% 14.199% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE APR RATE APR

30YearFixed | 3.875% | 3.975% | 4125% | 4.199%
15Year Fixed | 3.125% | 3.199% | 3.500% | 3.500%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available

e ]
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property % t' D 1‘1 I: Lt;r J 5 t' l E

qualifying. T = -
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender. Land & Home Financial

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

...continued from Page D2

ORINDA

40 Crestview Drive, $1,110,000, 4 Bdrms, 1907 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-12-15

28 Kellie Ann Court, $1,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 2774 SqFt, 1978 YrBIt, 5-13-15

31 La Cuesta Road, $1,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 1903 SqFt, 1936 YrBlt, 5-8-15;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 05-13-08

44 Lost Valley Drive, $1,075,000, S Bdrms, 1671 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-19-15

102 Meadow View Road, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2847 SqFt, 1990 YrBlIt, 5-8-15;
Previous Sale: $329,500, 09-01-89

20 Owl Hill Road, $275,000, 2 Bdrms, 1485 SqFt, 1948 YrBIt, 5-19-15

27 Valencia Road, $1,031,000, 3 Bdrms, 1479 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-19-15;
Previous Sale: $202,500, 05-02-86

62 Van Tassel Lane, $1,279,000, S Bdrms, 3422 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 5-19-15;
Previous Sale: $562,500, 09-05-97

28 Via Farallon, $2,250,000, S Bdrms, 4160 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-20-15;
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 04-09-13

Ruth Ed&y Prc:sc:nts

Adorable 1289 square foot Ivy Drive ranch style home on gorgeous
flat wooded .39 acre lot. Great floor plan with 3 br/2ba, beautiful re-
modeled kitchen, hardwood floors, & updated baths. Amazing out-
door living spaces.

Offered at $895,000

157 Westchester St., Moraga
_ R L=

o N A

br/3.5 baths, 2291 square feet with landscaped courtyard & large
back deck. Specious living areas, formal dining room, newly remod-
eled gourmet kitchen.

Offered at $875,000

Ruth Eddy

Better Homes and
Garden Mason McDuffie
89 Davis Road, Ste. 100,
Orinda

925-788-5449 %ﬁ:ﬂﬁw

DISTINCTIVE
COLLECTIC
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Summer Entertaining

... continued from page D10

This napkin set was made out of designer fabric and napkin rings
from the Gift Show in North Carolina.

You will also want to add softener if fabric is
particularly stiff. If the fabric is still stiff after
washing, add a softener to the dryer. By placing
the fabric cuts in the dryer for a bit, the threads
will work their way out — a good thing! Remove
when slightly damp and press flat with your
hands. Remove the gaggle of threads (don’t
panic) and let dry. Start over again by trimming
any odd sides where a mass of thread may have
pulled away during the wash and dry cycle, wash
again and dry them again until damp. Flatten with
hands to dry.

These napkins and runners will be ready to
use as is. No sewing. One of the keys when setting
your table is to use napkin rings. They will con-
ceal any odd sizing issues and the fact that you
aren’t ironing this time.

We also use this method for chair bows,
napkin ties, table bows and container covers in
coordinating fabrics. For large-scale container
covers, you will need “60-yard piece goods” (an
industry term for wholesale fabric bolts).

What is accomplished? You have just neu-
tralized your year-round décor. By dampening the
visual of your normal décor with weighty uphol-
stery neutrals (nubby linens, velvets, boucle) you
make room for a visual line of focus — straight
through to your theme.

When you enter your space, your eyes need

places to focus and rest. If they are resting and
registering on the weighty neutral, your party
theme colors can pop.
5) Bring your theme color in. Match flowers,
candles and your drinks (I've shared this tip be-
fore but it is one of my all-time favorites), and
stage and set out on top of your coordinating neu-
trals. Remember to dress your beverage carts or
counters where your signature drinks will start
with the same neutral.

Your theme or color is concentrated on
pieces that leave once the party is over and you
now have a neutral set of linens for a fraction of
the cost of buying retail (unless, of course, you
opt for expensive fabric, which I have been

known to do).

£ 925-377-0977
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Tools for this project include a level, pinking
shears and a ruler.

Let me know how it goes! And if you don’t
want to do DIY, give us a call. Our fabulous work-
rooms have made some gorgeous linen sets for
clients including dust covers for tablecloths and
custom boxes for napkins.

Share this with a friend planning a party and
have a beautiful summer, stylish suburbanite.

Make sure you check out the blog and sign
up for an invite to our Summer Inventory Clear-
ance Sale at http://couturechateau.com/de-
signer-clearance/.

Blessings!

P Faiy L
Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the
Founder/CEO of Couture Chateau, a
luxury interior design firm in Orinda. For
a complete blog post including other
design ideas, visit
www.couturechateau.com/blog.



Wednesday, July 1,2015 & 925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: D13

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for July

By Cynthia Brian

“To me every hour of the light and dark is a miracle. Every cubic inch of space is a miracle.” ~ Walt Whitman

Set a pretty Fourth of July table with red, white and blue flowers from your garden.
Photo Cynthia Brian

ah!It’s summer. Time for vacations, swim meets, barbecues, swinging in ham-
mocks, and ... conserving water resources. Our weather patterns have certainly
been weird. My car thermostat registered 107 degrees on a Monday in June and two
days later I was gathering buckets to catch the downpour. The 13 hours of welcome
rain was not enough to quench the thirst of our landscapes. Brown may be the new
green, but I prefer to call our gardens California gold. My lawn crunches when I walk
on it and the only green is the slowly spreading, striking clover with its tiny pink
flowers. Yet, have hope, because as long as we maintain vigilante, come winter, lawns

and gardens will revitalize.
Is your garden sunny or shady? When evaluating what to plant where, remem-

ber that an area is considered sunny when it gets at least six hours of direct sunlight
daily. When an area receives four to five hours of sunshine, it is considered only
partly sunny. A shade garden is an area that receives less than three hours a day of
sunshine.

This week I received a few new releases of hibiscus from JBerry Nursery
(www.jberrynursery.com). These stunning specimens are called Patio Party with
colors that are bursting with flair and frivolity. Although they are advertised as being
deer resistant, as soon as I planted mine, our sweet deer devoured the flowers and
leaves.

I made wire cages to protect the plants and am now considering installing a
deer fence. As much as I enjoy observing these munching marauders, with our severe
drought, they are hungrier than usual and are eating plants that they’d normally
avoid.

Did you read the recent insert of your East Bay Municipal Utility District water
bill? With our busy schedules most people toss the extras but this issue of Pipeline
discussed the critical water shortage and the mandatory outdoor watering rules. Be-
cause these new regulations affect all landscapes, I am including the rules now in ef-
fect with a few of my personal recommendations.

1. Strictlimits on frequency of watering: no more that two non-consecutive days
per week with no runoff. Irecommend choosing a Monday and Thursday or Tues-
day and Friday or Wednesday and Saturday to water. Sundays are a day to rest.

2. Strict limits on times: only before 9 a. m. or after 6 p.m. Depending on how
long your watering schedule takes, I recommend watering lawns in the mornings
beginning anytime after 6 a.m. By doing this, you give your grass time to absorb the
moisture and enjoy the sun. When you water your lawn in the evening, you may be
inviting lawn moths as the grass doesn’t have enough time to dry. For your
flowerbeds, evening is a better time to water as the moisture has 12 to 15 hours to
saturate and quench the earth.

3. No watering allowed within 48 hours of measurable rainfall.

4. No watering of ornamental turf on public street medians allowed.

5. No washing of driveways and sidewalks, except as needed for health and safety.
I recommend that you use a broom to sweep or a blower to keep driveways and side-
walks clean.

6. Use only hoses with shutoft nozzles to wash vehicles. If you have an area of
grass or lawn that is accessible to your vehicle, drive on the lawn and wash your car,
using biodegradable soap. Your car gets clean and your lawn gets a drink.

7. Turn off fountains or decorative water features unless the water is re-circulated.
Remember if you have uncirculated standing water, you are inviting mosquito larvae
to hatch. Buy Dunks or add a bit of bleach to keep the water mosquito-free.

Conservation is essential and EBMUD will be adopting excessive use ordi-
nances that will penalize households. We may not be able to keep our landscapes
beautiful, but we can keep our gardens alive. Just remember they aren’t brown, they
are California golden.
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Cynthla Brlan S Gardenmg Gulde for July
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A f ltered pond doesn t breed mosquitoes and adds a relaxing water feature to a natural

setting.

ADVANCE

- TREE SERVICE:
& Landscaping

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

Your friendly ne/ghborhood
ISA arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

KEEPING TREES HEALTHY

Generally speaking, trees don’t need us to grow. But they need our help
to stay healthy and safe. Having your trees checked by an ISA arborist on
a regular basis is a wise choice. As a professional we may be able to see
the dangers that lark ahead and can solve them before they can become a
bigger problem or even dangerous.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by your local
ISA Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service and Landscaping for all
your tree care needs. - A
Advance Tree Service & @
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.
925-376-6528
advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

e  CUT old or overgrown elderberry trees down to the ground. The stump
will re-sprout providing better flower and fruit production.

®  GROW a pollinator garden in a pot with nectar and pollen-rich snap-
dragons, coneflowers, coreopsis, zinnias, thyme, sage, salvias, and sedums.

e  PLANT tall perennials together as support beams for one another. Make

§ sure to read the tags for spacing details. Don’t overcrowd.

e  CELEBRATE the Fourth of July with a picnic table set with red, white
and blue flowers from your garden. Red roses, dahlias, or alstroemeria, blue
agapantha, white gardenia or begonia will be surefire winners.
e  CHECK for sources of mosquito breeding. Mosquitoes won't breed in
swimming pools as long as the pool is filtered and chlorinated.

| o REPEL pests and attract beneficial birds and insects by planting aromatic

herbs such as basil, rosemary, thyme, or sage.

% o REDUCE weeds by mulching with grass clippings, leaves, and other or-
E? ganics. Sweep or blow all of your leaves onto your lawn before mowing. Use a

bag on the mower and pour all of the contents into the compost pile.
e  WATCH the frolicking of the birds in your garden, specifically the Cali-

i fornia quail. Both the father and the mother tend to their covey of babies.

e  BLAST aphids with a strong spray from the hose on any plants that have
been invaded. If you see ants on your plants, they are protecting the aphids.
Get rid of the ants and you’ll also get rid of the aphids.

e  SPRAY yourself with a bug repellent containing DEET for outdoor fes-
tivities when biting insects are present.

e  BRING miracles into your life by savoring the long days of summer.

The new release of Patio Party hibiscus will brighten any garden.
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Cynthia Brian in the hydrangea plot.
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Cynthia Brian

The Goddess Gardener

Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

925-377-STAR

I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

D1s

McDonnell <0 N ursery

!

—( family owned since 1933 —

Summer Rose Care Workshop
Saturday July 11, 10 am

The New American Front Yard —
Kiss Your Grass Goodbye

Sarah Sutton, landscape architect and author, will talk about creating a beautiful,

eco-friendly, water-wise and low maintenance front yard.
Sunday July 12, 10:00 (zime change!)
To reserve a seat for either workshop please call

(925) 254-3713 or info@mcdonnellnursery.com

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda - (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Get Out & Stay Out! 2

.

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reason to “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a builtin
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.

We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 - www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

DESIGN R "
INSTALLATION DQ
IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE '
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK

DECKS 025-258-9233
FENCES CELL: 510-847-6160

PATIOS
St LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
CLEANUP & OWNER/OPERATOR W INSURED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633
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ORINDA

New Listing
6 Estates Court Incredible New
Construction Rental to be completed
& ready for occ. 9/1/15. Charming
traditional "Farmhouse" 4064 sqft. 5
bed/4.5 bath. 3 car gar. on .67 ac lot
w/ lovely level yard.

$8,500/month

ORINDA

New Listing

3 Beaconsﬁeld Court Single
level home with 4 bds + poss. 5th
bd/ den. Spacious living areas, lg
kitchen, lovely grdns w/raised veg.
beds, views & spa. Desirable Ivy Dr.
nghbrhd close to 12yrs of Orinda
schools. $1,225,000

ORINDA

& New Listing

20 Austin Court Beautiful 2
story, 2529 sf home situated on cul

de sac on private 1.45 ac. lot w/pool,

spa & extensive patios, master
retreat, ofc, gourmet kitchen
spacious living rm & formal dining

room. $1,350,000

ORINDA

L= .

2 Cedar Lane Private setting,
Inviting Pool, Expanded Master
Suite + 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
playroom/art studio & detached
workshop. Lots of outdoor living
space.

$1,350,000

ORINDA

50 Don Gabriel Way South
Orinda home features open floor plan
w/custom cabinetry, hardwd flrs,
updated kitchen. Patio & outdoor
dining area, large terraced upslope
backyard perfect for relaxation.

$1,350,000

ORINDA

11 Estates Drlve Amazing
3252sf 4+bd/4ba Berkeley style home
surrounded by redwds. Sunny pool,
views. Vaulted ceilings, hdwd flrs,
gourmet kitchen/ family rm. Sought-
after Glorietta neighborhood.

$1,379,000

ORINDA

New Listing
49 Overhill Road Situated in
sought-after Glorietta nghbrhd,
substantially updated 4bd/4ba
4970sf home w/amazing views &
.78ac lot. Close to downtown but
with the feel of being in the
country!

$1,575,000

MORAGA

74 Van Tassel Lane Custom
Single Story Contemporary
w/open floor plan perfect for
families/ entertaining built in 2006
in The Heart of Sleepy Hollow.
Apx. 4000sf, 4bed-+office, 3.5bath

on .48ac. $2,895,000

LAFAYETTE

219 Scofield Drive Expanded
& updated rancher w/space inside &
out! 5 bed/3.5 bath, granite/stainless
kitchen, cathedral ceilings, hardwood
flrs, master suite. Level lawn/play
space & top schools!

$1,399,000

LAFAYETTE

i3 lemgel R [T T

1152 Brown Avenue Privacy,
seclusion & magnificent views of Mt.
Diablo & Lafayette Reservoir. Built
by architect William Wood, 5 bed,
5762 sf estate, wraparound terraces
w/ eastern & western views.

$2,495,000

LAFAYETTE

4038 I-iappy -Véllley Road
Premium Happy Valley loc, 2+ac

gated estate. Stylish 3bd + 2 Offices,

soaring ceilings, walls of glass,
spectacular views from every room.
Beautiful updates, Resort pool/spa,
great schools.

$2,495,000

LAFAYETTE

3921 Happy Vally Road
Fabulous gated estate in coveted
Happy Valley. Custom home w/beaut.
Indscp, pool w/waterfall & patios.
Views! Hdwd & marble flrs. Cherry
cbnts. Chef's Kit/ FR. Au pair set-up.
Walk to HV School. ~ §2, 595,000

LAFAYETTE

1155 Camlno Vallec1t0 Happy
Valley masterpiece by architect
Joseph Esherick. Exquisite
sophisticated style, high ceilings,
French drs, walls of glass. Priv. 2 ac
w/views, guest quarters, beautiful

grounds, pool. $4,150,000

LAFAYETTE

: 'New Lzstlng
1632 San Mlguel Drive Truly
"One of a Kind" Fabulous 2262 sf
Single level condo at San Miguel
Terraces. Large eat-in Kitchen,
huge formal dining, 3bed/2.5bath +
2 balconies & 3 parking spaces.
Pool/Spa. $850,000

PLEASANT HILL

31 Grandew Place Updated
& light-filled home near Parkmead
School. 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms,
Hardwood floors. Plenty of
outdoor/indoor living space with
spectacular views.

$1,095,000

WALNUT CREEK

W ¢ Ther.
172 Rudgear Drive Amazmg
priv. setting in desirable South W.C.
w/spectacular views of Mt Diablo
& Shell Ridge. Open Kit/Fam rm
combo, Liv rm w/vaulted ceilings,
formal dining & Bonus 2nd family
room! $1,495,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on [ Sunday Open Homes |

llage

ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens I
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

“ facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc






