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Survey Points to Stressed-Out Students
By Uma Unni 

Acalanes High School freshman Elena Mountin hard at work. Photo Uma Unni

In the spring of 2015, students at all four schools in the
Acalanes Union High School District took the Stanford
Survey of Adolescent School Experiences, more com-

monly referred to as the “stress test.” This survey was adminis-
tered by the Challenge Success program, a nonprofit group
associated with the Stanford Graduate School of Education. The
survey gauged student perceptions of a wide variety of subjects,
ranging from homework load and school stress to academic in-

tegrity and engagement. Based on the results of the survey, the
Challenge Success program is working with the school district
to create a less stressful and more engaging school environment
for students.

      

The district has a lot of work to do. 

      

According to the survey, 83 percent of Campolindo High
School students reported often feeling stressed by school work
(Acalanes and Miramonte had similar numbers); 42 percent of

Miramonte students suffered from exhaustion, headaches or had
trouble sleeping; and 96 percent of Acalanes students admitted
to cheating in the past year (cheating was broadly defined by the
survey, ranging from copying homework to cheating on tests).

      

A natural conclusion to draw from the results is that students
are anxious because they care too deeply about school, but fur-
ther data suggests otherwise. 

                                                               

... continued on page A11

No Drought in EBMUD Employee Compensation
By Nick Marnell

The public’s relationship with fire and water
is stewarded in Lamorinda for the most part

by the Moraga-Orinda Fire District and the East
Bay Municipal Utility District. Each entity has re-
cently struggled through adversity.  The manage-
ment of one agency responded to its crisis by
cutting salaries, thereby sharing the burden with its
customers, while the other agency placed the bur-
den almost entirely on the backs of its customers
and continued to increase total compensation for its
employees.

      
The Great Recession battered MOFD, with

property tax receipts – its major source of revenue
– falling and not keeping up with expenses. Despite
the district carrying a negative balance in its general
fund and being warned by its auditor that it was
running out of cash, then-president John Wyro fa-
mously told district residents in 2013, “There is no
need to raise taxes.”  The district has kept that word
to date.  

      
Not only did MOFD decline to stick the public

with a tax increase, management and labor both
agreed to wage concessions to help the district
weather its financial crisis. The firefighters received
no raise from 2008 until 2015. In fact, their wages
were cut a further 3.5 percent in 2014. Fire Chief
Stephen Healy also took a 3.5 percent salary cut in
2014, and each of his battalion chiefs received the
same pay reduction.  

      
While MOFD experienced a property tax de-

crease, EBMUD experienced an inventory de-
crease.  The state water shortage became so severe
that Gov. Jerry Brown declared in 2015 that Cali-
fornia was into the fourth year of a drought, order-
ing water customers to cut usage by 25 percent
from 2013 levels.  EBMUD reacted quickly to this
threat to its revenue. But unlike MOFD, the district
placed most of the burden of its potential revenue
shortfall on its customers.  EBMUD raised rates 8
percent to compensate for the water shortage – in
effect, penalizing those who conserved – and ham-
mered its customers with drought surcharges of up

to 23 percent.  The water district also slapped its
customers with an excessive use penalty of $2 for
every unit consumed over an 80-unit threshold, and
it publicized the names of the excessive users. “If
needed, the penalty can get a lot tougher,” said dis-
trict spokeswoman Abby Figueroa at an Oct. 16
news conference.  (The Lamorinda Weekly re-
ceived the list of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda ex-
cessive water users from EBMUD, but has declined
to publish the names.) 

      
Despite the onus placed upon its customers, not

one member of the EBMUD senior management
team has taken a cent less in total compensation
since the beginning of the drought in 2012.  For ex-
ample, based on records supplied by the district,
EBMUD general manager Alexander Coate’s total
compensation increased 19.8 percent between 2012
and 2014.  And unlike the MOFD rank and file dur-
ing their hard times, none of the EBMUD labor
groups have taken a pay cut during the four years
of drought conditions.      ... continued on page A8

 
       

    
  

      
 

 
       

    
  

      
 

 
       

    
  

      
 

3604 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
near Pizza Antica
VISIT US:October 24 – December 5

HOURS: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30
Sunday 11-4Closed Thanksgiving Daywww.thecashmeresale.com 

89 Davis Rd, Suite 100, Orinda

Jim Colhoun
Serving the Lamorinda community at the highest level since 1989. Call Jim

today for expert buyer representation, relocation or home listing services.

925 200-2795
Jim.colhoun@ bhghome.com       www.JimColhoun.com
BRE 01029160
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Dana Green
License #: 01482454

New Price!   

53 Oakwood Road, Orinda
Premium 4BR/3.5BA, 3936± sq. ft. 
new construction with a detached 

266± sq. ft. guest house (with full bath) 
showcasing an unprecedented level 
of fit & finish, impeccable design & 

stunning craftsmanship on a .63± acre 
oak-studded lot!

��������	�
��������
53Oakwood.com

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Lamorinda’s Best
Realtor

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2011 THROUGH 2015

City Council
Monday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Alarms 52
911 Calls (including hang-ups) 7
Noise Complaints 5
Traffic Stops 116
Suspicious Circumstances 7
Suspicious Subjects 13
Suspicious Vehicles 33
Abandoned Vehicle
      Mariposa Rd/Mt View Dr
      1000 block Los Arabis Dr
Animal Cruelty
      Lafayette Cir/Mt Diablo Blvd
      Post Office
Battery, Sexual
      3400 block Golden Gate Way
Burglary, Auto
      3500 block Terrace Way
      900 block Dewing Ave
      3200 block Camino Diablo
      3600 block Walnut St
Burglary, Residential
      1200 block Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd
Civil Problem
      3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3900 block Leroy Wy
Dispute, Verbal
      4000 block Viora Pl
      1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
DUI
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Fireworks
      Burton Valley Elementary
Fraud
      3600 block Sundale Rd
      3300 block Victoria Ave
Hit & Run
      Acalanes High School 
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      Withers Ave/Taylor Blvd
Loitering
      Springhill/Blackhawk Rds
Neighbor Dispute
      3600 block Bickerstaff
Police/Fire/EMS Response
      1000 block Hoedel Ct
      Pleasant Hill Cr/Acalanes Ave
      900 block Dewing Ave
      3800 block Palo Alto Dr
Public Nuisance
      900 block S Thompson Rd (3)
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Oak Hill Rd
      1000 block Oak Hill Rd
      200 block Lafayette Cir
      3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Promiscuous Shooting
      1800 block Reliez Valley Rd
      Via Roble/Dolores Dr
Reckless Driving
      Moraga/Hamlin Rds
      Pleasant Hill Cir/Acalanes Ave
      St Mary’s/Moraga Rds
      Pleasant Hill/Reliez Valley Rds
      Oak Hill Rd/Hwy 24

      Los Palos/Glenside Drs
      Pleasant Hill/Hwy 24
      Reliez Valley/Silver Dell Rd
      Reliez Valley/Pleasant Hill Rd
      Pleasant Hill/Mt Diablo Blvd
      Echo Springs/Reliez Valley Rd
Road Rage
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Moraga Rd
Shoplifting
      3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd (2)
Terrorist Threats
      900 block Janet Ln
Theft, Grand
      600 block Glorietta Blvd
Theft, Petty
      900 block Yorkshire Ct
      3100 block Mars Ct
      10 block Hidden Valley Rd
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3800 block Quail Ridge Rd
      Safeway
      3400 block Mt Diablo Blvd 
      (from veh)
      3200 block Alta Ln
      700 block Los Palos Dr
Theft, ID
      Reported to police
      3200 block Camino Colorados (3)
      1000 block Windsor Dr
Theft, Vehicle
      Oakwood Athletic Club
      1100 block Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd (2)
Threats
      1000 block Carol Ln
Unwanted Guest
      3300 block Betty Ln
      Safeway
      1000 block Blackwood Ln
      600 block Huntleigh
      900 block Hough Ave
Vandalism
      Toyon/Reliez Valley Rds
      1000 block Windsor Dr
      600 block Huntleigh Dr
      600 block Burton Dr
      1300 block Reliez Valley Rd

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Oct. 11-24 

    
        

  

®

LAMORINDA’S #1 SOURCE FOR BEAUTY SUPPLIES

3606 MOUNT DIABLO BLVD (NEXT TO PIZZA ANTICA) 
925.284.8600     •     LAFAYETTE-BEAUTY.com

Slow Moving Project Making Progress 
By Cathy Tyson 

Developments taking ages be-
fore final approval seems to be

trending in Lafayette.  Lennar Homes
first had study sessions in 2013 for a
then 47-unit project at the corner of
Mt. Diablo Boulevard and Dolores
Drive, the site of Celia’s, plus two ad-
jacent parcels that total two acres,
which garnered a very unenthusiastic
response from the Design Review
Commission at the time.

      
The applicant recently unveiled a

completely reconfigured, larger 66-
unit design at a DRC meeting featur-
ing three three-story buildings with an
underground parking garage, an-
chored by a restaurant on the corner.
This time around, it reaped some
compliments, but also some sugges-
tions for improvements.  Residences

in the proposed project will be for sale
and include 26 two-bedroom and 32
three-bedroom units, with only 8 one-
bedroom units.

      
Finding a balance between what

Lennar wants and city concerns has
centered on ingress and egress.  Both
the Circulation Commission and DRC
evaluated plans and provided com-
ments in 2014.  At that point, the DRC
let Lennar know that they would hold
off on their critique until “appropriate
access points” were spelled out.  

      
Traffic, access and parking have

been challenging from the start.
Lennar took input from staff, neigh-
bors and adjacent commercial prop-
erty owners to heart and came up with
a new and improved version of the
project with a shared driveway on the

far western edge of the property that
calls for a traffic signal.  Access from
narrow sloping Dolores Drive has
been nixed as well as a driveway in
the middle of the block.  The Circula-
tion Commission approved this
change in September 2015.

      
Owners of long-time Lafayette

business Diamond Kay across the
street still have concerns about how
the project would affect their cus-
tomers and deliveries, and urged
commissioners to rethink the pro-
posed angled parking along Mt. Dia-
blo Boulevard.

      
At the Oct. 13 meeting planning

staff explained their support for angled
parking instead of parallel parking as
it does not create needed additional
on-street spaces.  There are currently

nine existing on-street parallel spaces,
while there could be 21 angled spaces,
a net gain of 12 new spaces.

      
The most recent feedback from

commissioners praised the design
team on their progress with the new
plans, as well as working with neigh-
bors, but still suggested improve-
ments to make it feel more
village-like and less monumental –
more intimate and warm.   

      
One resident called the newest it-

eration “frankly uninspiring” – some-
thing that could be found in
Emeryville or Irvine. 

      
The applicant is continuing to

work on the project and will be back
with more adjustments to this version
that will return for more review in the
new year. 

Local residents jammed the Com-
munity Hall to weigh in on a

proposed traffic signal at the corner of
Reliez Station Road and Las Trampas

Road at the Oct. 26 Lafayette City
Council meeting.  

      
Lengthy comments on both sides

of the issue focused on inconven-

ience, safety, traffic flow, and danger-
ous left turns coming out of Las
Trampas and Richelle Court.

      
Currently there is a flashing light

at the crest of the hill that will flash
when activated by pedestrians.  “The
problem is you don’t know which
cars are going to stop,” said Council
Member Don Tatzin. “It’s kind of like
Russian roulette.”  The proposed sig-
nal would rest on green for motorists
along Reliez Station Road.

      
A thorough year-long study with

community input, an effort that not
everyone at the meeting was aware
had happened, was completed in May
2015 that evaluated the feasibility of
addressing traffic congestion and
safety issues along Reliez Station
Road and Olympic Boulevard.  Ulti-
mately the consultants recommended
a roundabout at the intersection of

Pleasant Hill Road and Olympic
Boulevard and a traffic signal at Re-
liez Station Road and Las
Trampas/Richelle Court, along with
additional corridor improvements.

      
City Engineer Tony Coe is

preparing drawings that will come
back for community review at a de-
sign open house where the public will
be welcome to view the plans.  In ad-
dition, a second public meeting will
occur with the Circulation Commis-
sion where drawings and feedback
will be presented.  Finally, the project
will be back before the city council
when construction bids are received.
Public meetings are all listed on the
city website, www.lovelafayette.org.
To read the entire Feasibility and Op-
tions Study, type “Reliez” into the
website search box.

Photo C. Tyson

Concern Over Traffic Light on Reliez
By Cathy Tyson
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More Lafayette News on Page A9

www.Orinda.com BRE: 1221247

L a f a y e t t e  •  M o r a g a  •  O r i n d a

Call for Showing

21 Sandy Court, Orinda    Exquisite 2005 Branagh built single 
level home with 3311 sqft including 4 Br, 3.5 Ba, plus paneled office.  
Great .66ac lot w/ vineyard, fruit trees & lawns.  Convenient location!    
Offered at $1,755,000                                www.21SandyCt.com

NEWER HOME IN ORINDA!

925 254-3030
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing 

Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Winning Image for
Reservoir Run T-shirt

Digital Design teacher Susan Lane, winning student Maia Beckman and
Jay Lifson, executive director of the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, race
sponsor.  Photo courtesy Acalanes Blueprint 

Acalanes High School student
Maia Beckman is a senior this

year, but obviously learned a thing or
two in Susan Lanes’ Digital Design
class that she took as a junior.  Her de-
sign was chosen to grace this year’s
T-shirt, worn by hundreds of partici-
pants at the annual Reservoir Run.  

      
Lane calls her a delightful student

who “exhibits a fearless attitude in her
ability to take creative risks.  She was
also very supportive of the creative ef-
forts of others in the class, just a joy
to have.  I was so happy to see her de-
sign win.”   C. Tyson

Investigating Opportunity
for More Parking
By Cathy Tyson  

Owners of a roughly half-
acre parcel downtown have

expressed an interest in dis-
cussing a possible deal with the
city of Lafayette to turn the land
into much needed parking.  With
unanimous support from city
council members who lauded the
concept and underscored the need
for more parking, $3,000 was al-
located to split the cost of an ap-
praisal of what is now the Barclay
Simpson Gallery-Lescure Build-
ing directly adjacent to Diamond
Kay on Mt. Diablo Boulevard.  

     
City Manager Steven Falk ex-

plained parking meter funds and
enforcement revenue is accumu-

lated over time, to be used to pur-
chase parcels for off-street park-
ing.  “The law requires that the
city can only pay fair market
value,” he said. “To start the
process, we need to have property
appraised.” 

     
He cautioned that the price

may exceed the approximately
$1.2 million balance that is in the
parking fund. “Parcels that are
this ideally suited for public park-
ing very rarely come on the mar-
ket and are available for the city
to purchase,” wrote Falk in the
staff report for the city council. 

     
The matter will come back to

the city council in closed session. 
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Design Review
Monday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 11, canceled
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Loud cheering 10/18/15  Cops
came to an apartment complex on
Ascot Drive on a report of loud
cheering by an anonymous fe-
male.  Upon arrival, non-hearing
impaired police were unable to lo-
cate any cheering or other noisi-
ness that would constitute a
breach of the town’s loud party or-
dinance.

Alleged driving while rude
10/19/15  The driver of a white
SUV came to the lobby of the po-
lice department to report she was
involved in a disagreement with
another motorist, who was al-
legedly rude and used obscene
hand gestures.  No one was ar-
rested, but the incident is under in-
vestigation.

Identity theft 10/19/15  A Draeger
Drive resident was a victim of a
data breach at Anthem Blue
Cross.  A number of months later,
the reporting person received cor-
respondence from Nordstrom,
Macy’s and Orbitz regarding at-
tempts to open credit accounts that
were not legitimate.  Sadly no sus-
pects or leads at this time.  

Slightly different type of identity
theft 10/23/15  A Claudia Court
resident entered his personal credit
card information into what he later
discovered was a fake Internet site.
Only hours later, his bank discov-
ered what appeared to be fraudu-
lent account activity and closed his
accounts.  Typist beware.

Non-authorized credit cards
10/23/15  An Ascot Court resident
called the police department to re-
port he had received an alert from
his credit monitoring service.  An
unknown subject used the per-
son’s name, social security num-
ber and address to open a Walmart
Master Card and charged over
$1,500 worth of stuff. 

Wallet abuse 10/24/15 A worker at a
Sanders ranch home left his wallet at
work, so he asked a co-worker to put
it in a drawer.  Surprisingly just a few
days later, the “loser” fellow received
fraud alerts – $2,400 was spent on his
Discover card and his Chase card
was declined when $700 worth of
goodies was attempted to be pur-
chased at an undisclosed merchant. 

Other crimes in Moraga
between Oct.18-27:

Door of Dodge Damaged –
Donald Drive
False Alarm – School Street,
Whiting Court, Laird Drive
Lost House Keys – Glen Alpine
Warrant Arrest of Moraga
Resident – in Antioch
Panic Alarm, Unlocked Door –
Scofield Drive
Medical Assistance – Draeger
Drive

Moraga Police 
Department

Moraga Works to Save the Bees, One Backyard at a Time
By Sophie Braccini

Throughout the world, the bee
population is threatened and

bees are dying.  With several probable
causes, beekeepers are not sitting
around waiting for hypothetical solu-
tions, but are developing practices to
insure the sustainability of their bee
populations. Moraga Associate Plan-
ner Brian Horn researched these prac-
tices as he worked on an ordinance to
regulate backyard beekeeping in
Moraga.  

      
“The first draft of the proposed

ordinance did not allow for sustain-
able small-scale beekeeping,” says
Moraga beekeeper Andy Scheck, the
publisher of Lamorinda Weekly. “Be-
cause honey bees die at a rate of 40 to

50 percent every year, if you allow for
only two hives, sooner or later you
will lose all of your hives.”  The first
text that the planning department pro-
posed in August allowed a maximum
of two hives on single-family proper-
ties.  As members of the public asked
for the rule to be reviewed, the plan-
ning commission directed staff to
look into the matter.

      
“We had been using for the base

of our work the research that the city
of Lafayette had done,” explains
Horn, “but as residents built their
case, I started to do more investiga-
tion.” Horn looked at other ordi-
nances around the country, from Los
Angeles to Florida, and he talked to

experts from the local Mount Diablo
Beekeepers Association to those at
UC Davis. 

      
“Two hives is not enough,” Horn

says.  “When your hives are healthy
and large (over 50,000 bees), you split
them and create smaller colonies with
a queen, or nucleus, in the spring.
Over the summer the colonies will
grow, then will decline in the fall.
Some will survive, and some will not,
but with four hives, come the next
spring, enough healthy bees should
still be there to start the new cycle.”

      
The proposed ordinance author-

izes up to four hives in a single-family
residence. “Bees need time to adapt to
a new environment, and constantly
having to get new colonies can be a
vector for disease and stress for the
bees,” says Scheck.  “What you want
as a beekeeper is to be able to maintain
your owns bees, even as the number
of hives goes up and down.” The total
number of hives in Scheck’s garden
has been fluctuating, but since he went
from two to four hives, he has been
able to keep the population alive and
has not needed to purchase new bees. 

      
Local beekeepers supported the

proposed ordinance text, approved by
the Planning Commission on Oct. 19,
and it now goes to the Town Council,

along with the new small farm ani-
mals regulation, for a final stamp of
approval.

      
The town planner has not re-

ceived any comments from residents
concerned about the bee portion of the
ordinance since the text has been in
the draft stage.  The new text includes
a requirement for beekeepers to raise
a six-foot barrier between their hives
and the neighbors’ living areas, if it is
less than 100 feet away.  “The bees go
where they want to go, where the
plants they like are,” says Horn, “but
the six-foot obstacle will redirect their
flight upward.” 

      
Horn plans to present the pro-

posed text, which includes the new
small farm animals rules, to the Town
Council at the Nov. 18 meeting or in
January.  At a prior planning commis-
sion meeting, the small farm animals
portion of the text was met with large
public support and one opposing res-
ident (see the Aug. 26 Lamorinda
Weekly article, “Small Animals Ordi-
nance Study Session Goes
Smoothly,” in the online archives).  At
the Oct. 19 meeting resident Dale
Walwark stated that he was appalled
that the town might be contemplating
authorizing the raising and slaughter-
ing of chickens in private gardens. 

Different sized bee hives in Scheck’s apiary Photo Andy Scheck

A Wide Breadth of  Knowledge
Moraga Hires New Administrative Director
By Sophie Braccini

It did not take Town Manager Jill
Keimach too long to find a new

head of administrative services for the
town to replace Stephanie Hom.  Vol-
unteer treasurer Bradley Ward filled
the position in the interim, but Amy
Cunningham, a multi-faceted public
administration professional, now fills
the seat and will focus on human re-
sources, risk management and com-
munity outreach, while keeping an
eye on the strategic plan and long-
term financial health of Moraga.

      
Cunningham was the assistant to

the city manager in charge of afford-
able housing and community service
programs in the city of Dublin and
was the city budget manager prior to
that. She moved up through the ranks
there over the past 16 years. Before
she left the city of Dublin, Cunning-
ham was working on an affordable
rental project for veterans, financed
by a $6.5 million loan from the city’s
affordable housing fund.  Unlike
Moraga, the city of Dublin asks de-
velopers for affordable housing fees
that it uses to contribute to the devel-
opment of affordable housing proj-
ects.  

      
“When I started in Dublin it was

much more the size of Moraga
today,” she says.  While working for
the city of Dublin, Cunningham saw
the population grow to 50,000 and the
city now has a healthy sales tax base,
relying on the commercial sector and
services.  Dublin also partnered with
Livermore and Pleasanton to form the
Tri-Valley entity, which manages dif-
ferent initiatives, such as a commonly
funded community health facility ex-
tension.  

      
As city budget manager for four

years, Cunningham managed an op-
erating budget of more than $50 mil-
lion, about six times that of Moraga,
but she believes that the same philos-
ophy of conservative fiscal policy ap-
plies. “We scaled back operating
expenses significantly (when the eco-
nomic crisis hit in 2008), over three to
four years, including reducing staff
and services and scaling back on ini-
tiatives, deferring maintenance and
replacement of equipment, reducing

and restructuring employees’ bene-
fits,” she says.

      
But Cunningham goes beyond

just crunching numbers and she says
she particularly enjoys fiscal strategy
and long-term planning.  “Dublin was
becoming more diverse, and there
was always this need to maintain
services at the level of the community
needs,” she explains. “With a budget
you can be strategic.” For example,
she created a series of community fis-
cal strategy forums to set priorities for
the city with the participation of the
residents and businesses. “So, long
term, we could be investing in the
right places,” she says.

     
Before managing the budget,

Cunningham managed support
services for the 40-plus-officer po-
lice department, contracted through
the Alameda County Sheriff’s De-
partment. Prior to that, she was a
caseworker for the San Mateo
County District Attorney’s office,
where she enforced child support
orders and conducted financial
analysis to determine fair shares for
child support.  Cunningham remem-
bers the positive impact she had on
children’s lives, making sure that they
had what they needed.  She earned a
bachelor’s degree in political science
and obtained her master’s in public
administration while working in San
Mateo.

      
“During high school and college

I worked in Parks and Recreation in
Pacifica and Daly City, and that’s
where my desire to become a civil
servant started,” she remembers.  Her
first full-time job was with a tax and
accounting firm where she learned
about financial statements and pay-
rolls.  

      
“Finance and staff development

have always been of particular inter-
est to me,” she adds.  In Moraga she
will be working in different areas such
as finance, risk management, human
resources and information technol-
ogy. “That’s something I’m looking
forward to.”

Coming Soon in Moraga!

Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

105 Miramonte Drive, Moraga
• Beautiful single level end unit townhouse located in Miramonte Gardens

• 2BR/2BA filled with an abundance of natural light

• Inviting living room with fireplace

• Spacious and secluded back yard provides a wonderful entertaining space

• Covered parking with additional storage locker

• Community swimming pool and club house

• Access to top-rated Moraga Schools

• Close to public transportation and BART

O�ered at $595,000 | Call us for more details!
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SMC Master Plan Presented to Town Council
By Sophie Braccini

Saint Mary's College is an eco-
nomic heavyweight in Moraga

and in Lamorinda as a whole, so
when SMC President James Don-
ahue presented the college’s 20-
year Master Plan at the Oct. 28
Town Council meeting, everyone
listened closely.  Despite its size
and seniority – Saint Mary's existed
before there was a Town of Moraga
– SMC has to abide by the common
Moraga laws for development, and
it is in the college’s best interest to
collaborate with town staff to set a
compliant and efficient process.  

     
“We believe that the Master

Plan represents the continuation of
our efforts to achieve town-gown
relations of renewed trust, cooper-
ation and shared interest,” said
Donahue in his introduction to the
council.  He explained the motives
and purpose of the plan: to not
grow in terms of number of stu-
dents, but to improve current and
future facilities, enhance mobility
and pursue sustainability goals.
“(We envision) almost no changes
in undergraduate student enroll-
ment and only very minor increase
in graduate student enrollment,” af-
firmed the president.  Donahue also

presented the plan as a way to ad-
dress some of the community con-
cerns that were raised in recent
years in terms of traffic, noise,
lighting and campus parking. “We
feel that the town and the college
have a mutual goal:  for Saint
Mary's College to become the lead-
ing catholic university in the west-
ern United States,” he said.

     
Project leaders from MIG, a

Berkeley-based planning consult-
ant brought in by SMC to support
the planning process, presented the
plan’s first phase of main projects.

              
... continued on page A11

Judge Rules Against
Moraga Petitioners
By Sophie Braccini

Scott Bowhay for the Friends of
Semi-Rural Moraga expressed

disappointment Oct. 28 at the Su-
perior Court of Contra Costa
County ruling that invalidates the
referendum petition his group
filed.  The group of Moraga resi-
dents, who is opposing Moraga
Center Homes, a City Ventures
building project of 36 housing
units on the 2.6-acre empty lot
next to the fire station on Moraga
Way, was seeking to overturn the
rezoning of the property that the
town council had approved in
May.  Although enough signatures
were gathered to put the question
to a popular vote, the judge agreed
with the applicant and property
owner that the referendum was il-
legal.

     
“We assumed that the devel-

oper might try something, but we
thought we were on solid ground,”
said Bowhay. “When we heard
their arguments, we felt there was
good case law protecting the refer-
endum, so we were surprised by
the judge’s interpretation, and be-
cause of long standing judicial pol-
icy to err on the side of protecting
the people’s right to petition,
which the judge ignored.”

     
David Bruzzone and City Ven-

tures filed litigation on two
grounds: the voters may not adopt
a zoning designation inconsistent
with the Specific Plan, which
would happen if the voters invali-
dated the zoning ordinance; and
the referendum did not include the
full text of the ordinance, includ-
ing the environmental documents. 

     
The parcel is located on an area

regulated by the Moraga Center
Specific Plan that was adopted in
2010.  The town is required by law
to modify its zoning ordinance to
conform to general plans and spe-
cific plans; it had not yet done so
for that parcel.  The referendum
was asking to rescind the ordi-
nance that had been adopted to
conform the zoning to the Specific
Plan, a strategy that could have
stopped the City Ventures’ pro-
posed development, but would
have put the town at odds with its
legal obligation. 

     
Bowhay added that the group

was considering all of its options,
which might include an appeal of
the court’s decision, or an initiative
to deal with the problem of the
Specific Plan and possibly other
growth issues in Moraga. 

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

LAFAYETTE   PRICE UPON REQUEST

1903 Reliez Valley Road  |  5bd/4.5ba
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA   $3,400,000

16 Quail Xing  |  5bd/5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Orinda Office  925.258.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors

FIND YOUR PLACE 

LAFAYETTE   $3,795,000

810 Mountain View Drive  |  4+bd/4.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives/ K. Brickman  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $255,000

Lucille Way  |  Lot
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $699,000

52 Camino Don Miguel  |  Lot
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $999,000

3720 Highland Court  |  3bd/2ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

Proposed design for entry roundabout Image provided

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Veterans Day Ceremony
Wednesday, 11/11

9:00 am – Commons Park
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Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, November 4, 2015www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Nov. 9, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Oct. 11 to 24
Alarms 42
Noise Complaints 5
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic Stops 106
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subjects 11
Suspicious Vehicles 22
Abandoned Vehicle

10 block Ardor Dr
Animal Cruelty

10 block Knickerbocker Ln
Barking Dog

100 block Via Floreado
30 block Oak Rd
60 block La Cuesta Rd

Battery
10 block Van Tassel Ln

Burglary, Auto
Quarry Hill/Bigleaf Rds

Burglary, Residential
60 block Moraga Via

Civil
Citibank

Disturbance
El Toyonal/Camino del Cielo
Miramonte High School 
10 block Altarinda Rd
20 block Dos Posos
Camino Pablo/Brookwood
1000 block Walnut Dr
10 block Theatre Square
80 block Orinda Way

Fraud
10 block Broadview Terr
10 block Charles Hill Rd

Harassment
70 block Coral Dr
100 block Spring Rd

Health & Safety Violation
Glorietta Elementary 

Hit & Run
St Stephen’s/El Nido Ranch Rd

Indecent Exposure
70 block Donald Dr

ID Theft
Reported to police
50 block Singingwood Ln
40 block Ivy Dr

Police/Fire/ EMS
200 block La Espiral
600 block Ironbark Cir

Public Nuisance
20 block Orinda Way

Reckless Driving
Camino Pablo/Claremont Av
Bear Creek/San Pablo Dam Rds
Hamlin Rd/Solana Dr
Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Moraga Way/Orchard Rd
Miramonte High School
St. Stephen’s/Hwy 24 

Shoplift
10 block Camino Sobrante 

Theft, Petty
50 block La Cuesta Rd
10 block Harran Cr

Safeway (2)
500 block Tahos Rd
100 block Camino Pablo
200 block Camino Sobrante
60 block Claremont Av

Trespass
Safeway

Threats
20 block El Toyonal

Unwanted Guest
Library 

Warrant Service/Arrest
10 block Dos Encinas
200 block Moraga Way

Council Denies Appeal, Approves J&J Ranch
Subdivision Plan
By Victor Ryerson

After taking a second look at the
environmental impact report

(EIR) and subdivision map for the
development of 13 home sites sur-
rounding the Moraga Adobe, the
Orinda City Council has denied an
appeal of the previous planning com-
mission approval by three neighbor-
ing homeowners.  The council’s
action clears the way for the devel-
oper, J&J Ranch Partners, to move
forward with the process of seeking
further approvals required to build
the homes, and for restoring and
using the historic adobe.

      
The discussion during the long

Oct. 20 meeting focused on specific
challenges to the adequacy of the EIR
and complaints by members of the
public at the meeting. The large
group was composed of local resi-
dents who showed up to speak.   The
council had little difficulty accepting
the city staff’s responses to a number
of alleged inadequacies of the envi-
ronmental review, but two aspects of
the plan emerged as particular con-
cerns.

      
One issue was the selection of the

vehicular entry to the subdivision.
The developer’s plan calls for access
via the northwesterly end of Donna
Maria Way between El Camino Mor-
aga and Adobe Lane, the new road on
the subdivision property.  One group
of neighbors challenged this choice,
favoring instead Alternative 5, a
shorter route to Adobe Lane via
Donna Maria Way East.  However,
that entry crosses Moraga Creek and
associated riparian wetlands, and the
council rejected the choice in favor of
the planned route as the environmen-
tally superior alternative.

      
The second issue, which emerged

for the first time at this hearing, was
a challenge by owners along Donna
Maria to widening certain portions of
the road to 20 feet in order comply
with fire code requirements.  This re-
quirement was recently called to the
attention of the developer and the city
by the fire marshal.  A number of af-
fected owners, whose road frontage
would have to be widened by one to
three feet, object that this would be
an impermissible use of an easement

created along the private road when
it was laid out 50 years ago.  The
issue may be litigated by the devel-
oper and the homeowners, causing
Council Member Eve Phillips to cast
the lone vote against approval to
avoid the appearance of “giving tacit
approval for the easement” pending
resolution of the dispute.  Several
other council members referred to the
easement issue in explaining their
reasons for voting to approve the

project, but were not troubled by the
existence of the controversy and ex-
pressed their overall support for the
project plan and EIR as a whole.

      
Mayor Dean Orr particularly

stressed the amount of work that
went into providing for preservation
of the Moraga Adobe as “worth not-
ing,” and praised the preservation of
nearly 40 percent of the property as a
scenic easement as “not a small
deal.”

9 10
11

8 7

ADOBE

1

2

4 3

13
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56

Donna Maria WaySag
er

Ct
.

Proposed site Map data Google, overlay Tentative Map J&J Ranch Subdivision 9271, Rev. 6-18-13 courtesy City of Orinda website

CalBRE# r00445794, CalBRE# 01181995 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

Happy Thanksgiving
Our sincere thanks to our clients for making 2015 a wonderful year.

And to our clients, friends and family, thank you for 
your referrals and support.

Many, many thanks,
Peter and Darlene
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Has your home outgrown you?
Let us help you create a simpler, freer lifestyle.  

We can provide answers to all of the real estate questions that come with downsizing.
Call us for a free consult.

Frank Woodward  Tina Jones 925-330-2620   
WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

Community Input from Online Survey
Sought for Superintendent Search
Submitted by Kathy Frenklach

The board of trustees of the
Orinda Union School Dis-

trict is beginning its search for a
new superintendent and has asked
the firm of Hazard, Young, Attea
& Associates (HYA) to help with
the process.

     
As one of the initial steps in

the process, the board is seeking
input from all stakeholders on the
desired characteristics and skills
that they would like to see in the
next superintendent. Interested

parties can share their thoughts by
responding to an online survey at
www.ecrasurvey.com/orinda.

     
Survey responders should re-

member that all characteristics
listed in the survey are desirable,
but the school board is interested
in knowing about which charac-
teristics are “most important” for
the Orinda Union School District.

     
To access the anonymous sur-

vey, click on the link, identify
your stakeholder group, and fol-

low the survey directions.  Re-
sponses should be received by
Friday, Nov. 6.

     
Community input is also wel-

comed at the Nov. 9 OUSD
School Board meeting when HYA
will present its leadership profile
report to the board.

     
Additional information re-

garding the new superintendent
search is available on the district
website at
www.orindaschools.org.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

californiamoves.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

OAKLAND $1,395,000
4/2.5. Stunning multi-lvl, vu’s chef kitch,
pvt, 2 Mstr suites, decks, H/W, yard,
garage, CLEAN.
Tom Stack     CalBRE# 01501769

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,685,000
4/2. Exceptional Style! Beautiful &
refined on private setting w/
remarkable outdoor spaces w/ pool.
Diane Petek   CalBRE# 01703677

BERKELEY $1,785,000
4/4.5. Claremont Traditional. Great loc.
Remodeled, sun filled & updated to
maintain original charm.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

ORINDA $1,325,000
4/2.5. 1935 updated traditional 4 bed/
2.5 bth home on private .82acre with
spectacular views!
Lynn Molloy   CalBRE# 01910108

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $7,500/mo.
5/5.5. Wonderful, Mid Century serene
estate property on 2.5 ac flat lot. Pool
& 2 bd pool house.
The Hattersley’s    CalBRE# 01181995

ORINDA $1,395,000
4/2. Private w/ views of Briones. Flat
front and back lawns & decks for play
and entertaining.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

OAKLAND $695,000
1/2. Views of Lake Merritt.  Luxury co-op
features walls of glass, an office/den
space, low maintenance lifestyle.
Andi Brown   CalBRE#01738605

ORINDA $799,000
3/2. Convenience & Style in this Mid-
Century Classic in downtown. Beautiful
flat yard.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $1,189,000
3/2. One of the best cul-de-sacs in
Lafayette. Upgrades galore. Happy Valley
Elementary.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $1,525,000
4/3.5. Remodeled & expanded. Easy
living with many upgrades. Part of
Woodland Hill swim & tennis.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01341390/01388020

LAFAYETTE $695,000
4/2.5. 2,000 Apprx. SF of living space with
a large backyard. Come see what this
home has to offer.
Quinn Berg  CalBRE# 01872891

ORINDA $3,450,000
5/4.5. High Tech Lux. Tuscan Villa. 4757
sq. ft w/ 400 sf. Guest/Pool house on
nearly gated acre in Sleepy Hollow.
David Pierce   CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

IN THE HEART 
OF THEATRE 
SQUARE

Please come by and visit us at 
our new ground floor location in 
Orinda’s beautiful Theatre Square. 
Different location but the same 
superior Real Estate Service which 
you have come to know and 
respect. 

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117
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The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict took the first official

step in the reconstruction of station
43 Oct. 21 by authorizing Fire
Chief Stephen Healy to spend over
$200,000 on document reviews
and updates and to purchase and
install a mobile home to serve as a
temporary fire station.  Director
Steve Anderson voted against the
authorization, and he was joined by
an unlikely ally in the firefighters
union.

      
“I don’t want the district to start

and then stop,” said Healy. “If
we’re going forward with the re-
building of the fire station and the
purchase of a mobile home, au-
thorize me to do it now. I will not
purchase anything until the board
has seen a total cost estimate.”

      
The chief said that the district

will require a double-wide mobile
home as the temporary station,
which has to be purchased and
cannot be rented.  The home will
have some salvage value, said
Healy, “Something more than
worthless, but less than $95,000.”
Tentative plans call for the place-
ment of the temporary station in
the St. Stephen’s Church parking
lot.

      
“For the taxpayers and resi-

dents of MOFD, station 46 was an
outstanding opportunity,” said An-
derson. The joint venture with the
Contra Costa County Fire Protec-
tion District to build and operate a
station in western Lafayette was
estimated to save each district
more than $1 million annually in
expenses. 

      
“Once we go down the 43

road, it removes any opportunity
for MOFD and ConFire to collab-
orate on a joint station,” continued
Anderson.  “And it removes lever-
age for ConFire to do what they
say they’re going to do.”  ConFire
Chief Jeff Carman presented a plan
to his board to rebuild station 16 in
Lafayette but he has not yet re-
ceived official approval. If station
16 remains closed, emergency calls

in that area will most likely con-
tinue to be handled through an au-
tomatic aid agreement with
MOFD.

      
“I received unanimous support

from our board for reopening sta-
tion 16 and to report back when we
have received a final proposal,”
said Carman. “We are forging
ahead with those same plans we
presented to our board.”

      
Mark DeWeese, the district

union representative, asked the
board to put the station 43 recon-
struction temporarily on hold.  He
appealed from a different perspec-
tive than Anderson, the only board
member to vote against the current
labor contract, fearful of the auto-
matic wage increases it earmarked.

      
“The financial challenges in re-

cent years have been addressed

through salary and benefit restric-
tions and reductions on current
Local 1230 employees,” said De-
Weese. “Now that the financial
picture is looking positive, restor-
ing these salaries and benefits
should be the first thing this board
addresses, not excessive capital
spending on rebuilding station 43.

      
“It's not expensive buildings

that put out the fires and deliver the
high quality emergency medical
response that MOFD is known for,
it's high quality people.”

      
The motion to authorize Healy

to commence the station 43 project
passed 3-1, with director Kathleen
Famulener absent.  Representa-
tives of investment bank Brandis
Tallman plan to address the board
Nov. 18 on financing options for
the primary building construction.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA8 Wednesday, November 4, 2015

Please submit  
Letters and Opinions:  

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.  
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to
which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your

letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public Forum. 

Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

                                                       Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  not necessarily those of the 
                              Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only 
                              accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us
your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will
be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. 
email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Opposing Forces Unite Against MOFD Station 43
By Nick Marnell

Fine Interior Painting
Painting beautiful spaces in Lamorinda since 1982

Peter A. Dewey
Lamorinda resident
925-360-4229
www.BayviewPainting.net
Bonded & insured – CA License #960624

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

• Fits all sizes of gutters
• 10 year No-Clog Warrenty
• High quality aircraft alloy
• We will clean and repair your gutters 
before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Fall Special - 20% OFF
The Gutter Guard Company

925-247-7044
www.bayareagutterguards.com 

Rendering of proposed fire station at Honey Hill Road and Via Las Cruces intersection Shah Kawasaki Architects

No Drought in EBMUD Employee
Compensation
... continued from page A1

      
“Our salaries and benefit pack-

ages are fair and appropriate,” said
Coate. “This compensation effec-
tively recruits staff with the skill level
and expertise necessary to operate a
Bay Area water and wastewater dis-
trict of our size and scope. We are in
a competitive job market and while
we face ongoing drought and the

challenges of aging infrastructure, we
need to retain our staff and managers
now more than ever.” 

      
Few will disagree that it is wise to

protect and conserve natural re-
sources. Keeping property maintained
by controlling unruly vegetation helps
the fire district protect natural re-
sources, and limiting water usage dur-

ing a drought helps EBMUD con-
serve that natural resource.

      
But the sacrifices of the conserva-

tion efforts have not always been
shared equitably between the employ-
ees of public agencies and their cus-
tomers.

Editor:

We are seniors at Miramonte High School. We are writing to you to address the rising cost of higher
education. As seniors, we are participating in the college application and financial aid process. This
issue is not only affecting us, but our nation as a whole. We’re burdening young adults with student
debt for years to come. This is an issue that we need to address. Financial aid is necessary for almost
every student due to the rising costs of higher education in America. In a society that requires a strong
post-high school experience to get a good job, obtaining that education on a small budget is nearly
impossible. Thus, we need to take action. 

Alison Ingrey and Elizabeth Dunne
Orinda
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Lafayette

City Considers Electric
Charging Stations
Free station looks especially attractive
By Cathy Tyson

Only two public charging sites
are available for the growing

number of electric cars driven in
Lamorinda – at Whole Foods Market
and McDonalds.  Aside from those
locations, drivers have to go as far as
Walnut Creek or Berkeley to fill up.   

      
With potential grant money avail-

able, along with the prospect of a free
charging station, eVgo, the city coun-
cil considered adding up to five new
stations in Lafayette at their Oct. 26
meeting.

      
Improving air quality is one of the

goals of the city’s general plan; pro-
viding charging stations supports that
goal.  Electric vehicles produce one-
third of the greenhouse gases emitted
by gasoline-powered cars, according
to the California Air Resources
Board.  The stations would operate
similar to gas stations, with customers
paying for their fuel, in this case elec-
tricity.  

      
Final locations for charging sta-

tions have not been chosen, but city
staff has already analyzed electric ca-
pacity availability and received some
bids on potentially installing stations
at the Mercantile Building, the Plaza
at Golden Gate Way, the Community
Center, the city-owned parking lot
near Uncle Yu’s, along with the
under-construction Eco Vive building
near the Veteran’s Memorial Hall.

      
There is some urgency to apply-

ing for the Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District grant money, as
funds for the first cycle of their pro-
gram were exhausted over two
months before the deadline.  The cut-
off for the next cycle of grants is Jan-
uary 2016, on a first come, first served
basis, according to Megan Canales,
assistant planner.  At stake is $18,000
in grant funds that could be coupled
with approximately $44,000 from city
coffers.  

      
Council Member Mark Mitchell

called the free eVgo station “a
tremendous opportunity” and sug-
gested fellow council members move
“full speed ahead” on that option,
however he also expressed concern
about losing parking spaces to give
preference to electric cars.  Parent
company of eVgo, NRG, will pay for
all the charging equipment and instal-
lation including design and permit-
ting, and agrees to pay for electricity
costs for the life of the agreement,
along with operation and mainte-
nance costs.  

      
How is this possible?  It started

with the Enron debacle, which ulti-
mately provided a $100 million set-
tlement to go toward installing at least
200 DC fast chargers over a four year
period, as part of creating a fast
charge infrastructure in California. 

      
After some discussion, city lead-

ers were unsure of charging station lo-
cations, and authorized city staffers to
gather more information from Sus-
tainable Lafayette and nearby mer-
chants about potential sites to
expedite the process. 

EVgo pump at Whole Foods Market
in Lafayette.  Photo C. Tyson
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Timing is everything!
Call Alexander for a free market analysis.

• Knowledgeable and experienced professional
• Outstanding quality
• Unparalleled Service
• Superior Marketing Locally, Nationally 

and Globally

Search MLS at www.AlexGailas.com

43 Moraga Way, Sute 203 Orinda
(925) 254-7600 Office
Alex@AGrealty1.com

23 Muth Drive, Orinda   $899,000  Just Listed

29 Muth Drive, Orinda    $962,000    Just Sold

925.708.1396   Tony Conte 
925.324.6246   Mary Beth MacLennan 
tony@mbtcpartners.com 
marybeth@mbtcpartners.com 
License # 00959101 | 01480008 
 

NEW LISTING! 
$859,000 

 
820 El Capitan Drive 

DANVILLE 
 

4BR | 2.5BA | 2281+/- SQ. FT. 
 

 
SOLD with multiple offers! 

$630,000 
 

4785 Terra Granada Drive, 3B 
ROSSMOOR  

 
2BR | 2 BA | 1403+/- SQ. FT. 

  

We’re busy selling homes… 
and we have a new home ourselves! 

We are pleased to announce we have joined  
 

Pacific Union | Christie’s International Real Estate 

CHOOSE YOUR DOCTOR

When it comes to good health, your 
doctor is your coach, partner, and ally. 
So it only makes sense that you have 
one that you connect with and can trust.

Our doctors are caring, supportive, and 
highly respected in their fields. And 
with more than 800 Kaiser Permanente 
physicians in Central and East Contra 
Costa County and the Tri-Valley area,  
it’s easy to find one that’s right for you.

To learn more, visit kp.org/diablo.

 more
 options

Elvis impersonator Dana Anderson poses Oct. 31 in the Vegas-style
wedding chapel at the city of Lafayette office.

Elvis Sighting in Lafayette
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When Carrie Klein took
over the Art Room in

Lafayette three years ago, across
from Chow and The Cooperage in
a charming cottage, many warmed
her that the building was set for
the same fate as the old Petar's
building: destruction.  But Klein
trusted in her lucky star.  She
knew that she would have to go at
some point, but that something
would come up.  Something, or to
be more accurate, someone did
come up: Bruce Whitten.

     
“Bruce used to come by and

see what I was doing. At one point
he asked me what I would want in
a perfect world,” said Klein. “I
told him about my dream of creat-
ing an art district in Lafayette,

close to Lamorinda Music and
Lamorinda Theater Academy.  He
did not say anything at the time,
but a few months later he came
back asking me if I’d look at his
parents’ old house. I looked at it
and thought, this is perfect!”

     
The cottage is located at 91

Lafayette Circle, across from La
Finestra and next to the parking lot
serving Lamorinda Music and
Lamorinda Theater Academy.
Leading a tour of the place, Klein
marveled at the size and quality of
the space, especially compared to
the old Art Room.  “Here you have
a room that’s all natural light that
must have been a sun room,” she
said, as she entered a space where
two walls are made of windows.

“It will be a great place for paint-
ing!” She then moved into what
used to be a large kitchen where
mixed media classes are going to
be taught starting Nov. 9.  “We
will keep the fridge for storing
snacks and drinks for our camps
which have been so successful,”
added Klein.

     
The former home has two

other large rooms that Klein will
use for special events and where
the gallery will be located, with di-
rect access to the public deck
Klein is building in front. “We
have grown by about 50 percent
since I took over the Art Room,”
said Klein.  “The former space
was definitely becoming too small
as we added teen and adult classes
to the kids’ classes.  We some-
times had to have classes in the
gallery.” Klein always made it a
priority to invite other local artists
to exhibit.

     
The home’s exterior also has

an appeal.  A long garage will hold

the ceramics and 3D creation
space.  “Having a whole space
dedicated to this is wonderful,”
she said. A glass panel will soon
replace the garage door. 

     
The expansive back garden is

filled with beautiful trees, rose
bushes, a picnic table, and a large
expanse of flat space – a treasure
that Klein said she will take ad-
vantage of, first by transporting
her sculpture garden there, then
opening it for classes and even
more events.  A portion of the
fence in the yard that adjoins the
Lamorinda Music parking lot can
be removed to bring the three arts
enterprises together. “Bruce said
we could remove some of the
fence and create an arched entry-
way here,” said Klein.  “The syn-
ergy between the three businesses
will be enhanced and we will re-
ally create a place for all arts
here.” 

     
Klein is full of plans for the fu-

ture; she envisions art nights in-

corporating all forms of art.
“Lafayette has its restaurants, it
has its boutiques, but it also needs
arts and theater and music to give
it some flare,” she said.  The artist
and businesswoman also sees ex-
pansion possibilities for her enter-
prise.  “I will be able to have
workshops here, something many
people have been asking for, and
more classes.”  

     
She says she was never wor-

ried about the future of her busi-
ness when the prophets of doom
and gloom were warning her of
impending demolition.  “I have a
positive outlook on life, and you
have to live one day at a time,” she
said.

Business

Good Karma for Klein’s New Art Room
By Sophie Braccini

The Art Room
91 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette
(925) 299-1515
www.theart-room.com

Carrie Klein in the garden of the new Art Room. Photo Sophie Braccini 

Cashmere Sale ‘Pops Up’ in Lafayette
3604 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
thecashmeresale.com

For the past 10 years Republic Clothing Group, a diversi-
fied international manufacturer and wholesale marketer
and retailer, has hosted Cashmere Sale pop up stores.  This
year’s East Bay sale will be in Lafayette, two doors west
of Pizza Antica.  For six weeks, high quality cashmere
sweaters, jumpers, cardigans, and scarfs in multiple sizes
and colors will be for sale “at wholesale price, less than
half the retail price,” says boutique manager Julie Horton
Peck.  The cashmere is made of two-ply cashmere yarn
from China.  The boutique has a simple setup: a few ta-
bles, cardboard boxes where the sale price is marked – the
retail price is printed on the label – and fitting rooms, since
items cannot be returned.  “We won't be there to exchange
it,” says Peck.  For gift items, she recommends one-size-
fits-all styles, scarves and blankets. “We never know
where the store will be, it depends on where we can find
a good retail space available during the season,” adds
Peck, who is partnering with Nancy Katz, who used to
manage Diva in Lafayette. The store will be open every
day until Dec. 5. To be informed of boutique locations in
2016, register online at thecashmeresale.com.

Gold Coast Chamber Players Recognized by AC5
On Tuesday, Oct. 20 the Contra Costa County Board of
Supervisors and the The Arts and Culture Commission of
Contra Costa County (AC5) awarded a 2015 Arts Recog-
nition Award to Pamela Freund-Striplen and the Gold
Coast Chamber Players.  The award states, “The Gold
Coast Chamber Players are a unique artistic resource with
far-reaching influence in Contra Costa County, in the
greater Bay Area, and indeed around the world. Under Di-
rector Pamela Freund-Striplen’s inspired and dedicated
leadership, the group has for 27 years given residents of
the county the opportunity to hear world-class musicians
performing both well-known and rarely-performed works,
by the world’s greatest composers.” The board and AC5
also recognized GCCP’s educational and outreach pro-
grams such as the Goldberg Project. Information about
GCCP can be found at www.gcplayers.org. 

Patrizia Marrone: Curated Couture for Women
11 Fiesta Lane, Lafayette 
(925) 736-0220
Is Lafayette becoming a fashion destination? So says Pa-
tricia Brown, proprietor of Patrizia Marrone, Curated Cou-
ture for Women located in the heart of Lafayette. Brown
will be welcoming designer Richard Hallmarq for a Fash-
ion Extravaganza from 4 to 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13 at the
boutique located at 11 Fiesta Lane behind The Cooperage.
Hallmarq learned to sew in junior high school and reached
new levels as a high school fashion design student, creat-
ing cutting-edge styles for fellow students, friends and
family. From his first runway show in 2004, to presenting
well-received collections at San Francisco Fashion Week,
Hallmarq has achieved acclaim for his designs. Hallmarq
was a cast member on the Emmy-nominated TV series

“Project Runway” Season 11.  With strict attention to fit
and detail, Hallmarq takes his preferred textile Jersey-knit
from simplicity to luxury.  The event is open to the pub-
lic.

New Ownership at Amarin Thai – All in the Family
3555 Mt Diablo Blvd # B, Lafayette
(925) 283-8883, www.amarinlafayette.com
Tom Karmonphet’s Amarin Thai restaurant in Lafayette
has been a favorite spot for many years. Karmonphet de-
cided to retire and transferred ownership to the capable
hands of his niece, Paramee Phusawadrattana.  The new
owner said that she would continue in her uncle’s tradition
while adding some new recipes of her own.

Felder Named October’s Employee of the Month

Andrew Felder, the versatile maintenance specialist and
security supervisor for 5A Rent A Space, has been named
the Moraga Employee of the Month for October.  Felder
has done a little bit of everything for the storage company,
including providing site tours, taking payments, maintain-
ing the yard and buildings and providing security for the
complex. He often goes above and beyond the call of duty
in helping customers load or unload their belongings.
“Andrew is just wonderful with our customers,” said man-
ager Gloria Noggle. “He is truly a valued employee.” The
Moraga Rotary and Chamber of Commerce presented
Felder with gift cards to Safeway and Graze restaurant in
Moraga at the Oct. 27 Moraga Rotary lunch.

News from the Three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette
Ribbon Cutting at new Lafayette business Bistro Burger
& Grill at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 965 Mountain
View Drive.

Monthly Mixer at ABsolute Center at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 18 at 3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd., #101.

The 37th Annual Community Thanksgiving Breakfast is
scheduled at 7 a.m. Friday, Nov. 20 at Our Saviors
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane. This year’s guest
speaker is Rev. Dr. David Sammons, who will discuss
“Your Resume vs. Your Eulogy.” The event will include
music by harpist Wendy Tamis and the breakfast courtesy
of Dave’s Cuisine.  For reservations, visit Lafayettecham-
ber.org.

Moraga
No new events are scheduled at this time. 

Orinda
Pre-Holiday Mixer at McDonnell Nursery from 5:30 to 7
p.m. Thursday, Nov, 19 at 196 Moraga Way, Orinda.
Come do some early Christmas shopping.

business briefs

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Nancy Kutz, left, and Julie Horton Peck show off their
cashmere in front of the pop-up store. Photo S. Braccini

Roger Gregory, Andrew Felder, Gloria Noggle, Kevin Re-
neau Photo provided

If you have a business brief to share, please 
contact  Sophie Braccini at 
sophie@lamorindaweekly.com  
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• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re-piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

(925)377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per job, exp. 12/16/15

CA Lic
929641

Now’s the time to get
ready for the holidays!

$50 off any job*

$50 EBMUD
rebates on 

water saving toilets!

SAVE up to
$450*

Tankless Water Heater
Ahhh...endless

hot water
*$159 off + up to $300 federal tax
credit. Equipment provided $ 
installed by LeapFrog Plumbing.

green solutions!

�����	��
�����	��
	�joy... but 
they can 
overload 
your plumbing!
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We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LLIIVVIINNGG TTRRUUSSTT 
$$669955 
CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAIINNIITTIIAALL 

CCOONNSSUULLTTAATTIIOONN FFRREEEE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until November 30, 2015

 

   
   

    
     

   
      

   

      
  
 

  

 
 

    
  

  

 
 

  
   

   
    

     
   

      

   

      
  

 
  Notary Services Included! 

      

 

• Trust Agreement
• Pour Over Will
• Guardianship of Minor Children
• Power of Attorney for Finance
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust
• Advanced Medical Directive

Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com
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Lic # 075601405

At THE KENSINGTON
1580 Geary Road, Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Thursday, November 12th   |  12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Presented by Seniors Real Estate Specialist Dayna Wilson

Downsizing Made Simple 
Five Steps to a Successful Move

Please RSVP (925) 943-1121
www.VintageKensington.com

Enjoy a complimentary lunch while Dayna shares tips on downsizing. 
Everyone is welcome.

Survey Points to Stressed-
Out Students
... continued from page A1
At Acalanes, a mere 9 percent of
students felt that they were fully
engaged in their academics, while
50 percent of students admitted
that they were simply “doing
school.”

      

If students are not deeply en-
gaged in their academics, then why
do they feel so stressed out by
school? This could be because stu-
dents are focused more on out-
comes than on real academic
engagement. “Students are looking
at the end game," says Acalanes
principal Allison Silvestri. With ac-
ceptance rates dropping rapidly in
colleges across the country, stu-
dents feel the need to differentiate
themselves from the pool of appli-
cants however they can, grasping
at every extra GPA point, AP class
and extracurricular activity they
can manage in the hope that these
might boost their chances of ad-
mission to their preferred schools.

      

Amber Li, a junior at Acalanes,
frequently worries that if she lets
her grades drop, she will be risking
her chances of admission at her
dream college, University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles. “It’s not only
that it’s a prestigious college –
which it definitely is,” she ex-
plains. “It’s also way more afford-
able for me to go to school at a UC
than a college in a different state.” 

      

Although the UC system was
designed to provide affordable ed-
ucation for California students pri-
marily, Li worries that the UC
system may prefer to accept out-
of-state students because they can
charge higher tuition fees from
them than from California stu-
dents. This puts greater pressure on
California applicants, who feel
they must be truly exceptional stu-
dents to overcome this admissions
bias.

      

Many students also seek to dif-
ferentiate themselves on the sports
field and the theater stage. One-
third of Acalanes students are in-
volved in the music program, and
80 percent play at least one sport.
Acalanes students cited sports as
the most stressful extra-curricular
activity. The survey did not ask
why this was the case, but Silvestri
speculates that there could be any
number of reasons, ranging from
parental pressure to hopes of play-
ing sports in college, or even con-
cerns about not having enough
time to fit schoolwork into busy
sports schedules.

      

Mia Stripling, an Acalanes jun-
ior who is currently taking a full
course load that includes four
AP/Honors courses, spends six
hours completing homework on a

typical school night. “I get home
around five after softball training,
start doing homework at six, and
finish around midnight.” Her sleep
schedule is unpredictable: she gets
between four and seven hours of
sleep each night, but she describes
the latter as less frequent than she
would like.

      

Stripling’s experiences match
up with the majority of Acalanes
students, who get an average of
barely six hours of sleep a night,
according to the survey. This falls
far short of the suggested 9-10
hours teenagers are supposed to
get. Silvestri points out that this
lack of sleep is “greatly detrimental
to students’ brain growth,” since
the human brain does not fully stop
developing until age 25, and most
brain development takes place dur-
ing sleep. 

      

Dr. Juliana Damon, a local pe-
diatrician, says that her teenage pa-
tients come to her with anxiety and
depression, at least partially caused
by lack of sleep. Some of her pa-
tients end up developing stress-in-
duced sleep problems, which only
exacerbate the situation. Damon
also says that alongside school-
and sport-related demands, time-
management issues are frequently
the culprit.

      

Along with poor time manage-
ment, unfocused work habits could
also be contributing to the long
homework hours students com-
plain about. While doing home-
work, 44 percent of Acalanes
students said they texted their
friends, 30 percent watched TV,
Netflix and YouTube, and 29 per-
cent went on social media.

      

The problem of student stress
is far from simple. It cannot be at-
tributed to a single cause, nor can
it be solved in a single stroke.
However, all four AUHSD schools
are making a concerted effort to do
what they can to help their stu-
dents. According to Silvestri,
Acalanes is in the early stages of
exploring block scheduling, re-
duced homework loads and even
implementation of a homeroom
system to provide greater support
for individual students.

      

More broadly, Silvestri wants
students to remember that there is
a place for everyone after high
school, and it does not need to be a
race to the top college or the best
sports team. “I wish students knew
that opportunities are endless, and
each of you will end up where
you’re supposed to be at the end of
your 4-year high school experi-
ence. And we just want you to have
some fun along the way!”

Complete Sewer Special istComplete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com

SMC Master Plan Presented
to Town Council
... continued from page A5

      
The major developments include

improving and remodeling the library
and learning commons to service stu-
dents’ research needs; building a new
residence hall of 182 beds for junior
and senior students desiring to con-
tinue to live on campus; constructing
a roundabout where St. Mary's Park-
way intersects with St. Mary's Road,
creating a smoother flow to enter and
exit the campus, and adding a more
eminent entrance; building parking
decks at two campus locations to in-
crease the amount of onsite parking;
and improving sports facilities.

      
In term of traffic progress, the

plan proposes enhanced bicycle cir-
culation and intensification of the
Gael Rail program that shuttles stu-
dents to and from BART when the
regular Contra Costa Transportation
Authority buses are not running.  

      
The college also made the deci-

sion to pursue excellence in sustain-
ability by implementing a
Sustainability Tracking Assessment
and Rating System (STARS), which
will measure and control the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gas emissions
through building and landscaping

practices.

      
Vice Mayor Mike Metcalf asked

about the second entrance the college
wants to create off of St Mary's Road.
“Why not build a second entry at the
level of Rheem Boulevard?" he
asked.  MIG consultants said the lo-
cation chosen south of the campus
was the least impactful location for an
access that would be used only in case
of emergency.

      
When Councilmember Dave

Trotter asked how many decks would
be constructed over the existing park-
ing area by the entry of the campus,
he was told the plan was to build one
level.  “I'm of the view that you could
make it a three deck structure,” said
Trotter. “A multilevel structure could
mitigate the problem the college cur-
rently faces when people tend to park
along St. Mary's Road.”

      
The project’s environmental im-

pact review is currently underway and
will continue until the beginning of
2016.  In the spring, the public
process will begin with a review by
the planning commission followed by
a review and approval by the Town
Council.

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Now is the time to start thinking of Buying
and Selling in 2016.  Contact me today.

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    
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Giving Dreams an Address    
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CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~
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Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

New Animal Services Director: Let’s
Work Together
By Nick Marnell

Contra Costa County Animal
Services director Beth Ward

said it hit her as she drove to work
across the Dumbarton Bridge in 2008. 

      
“I was thinking, how much peo-

ple care about animals. How much
their families care about animals.
How much the community cares.
Everyone cares, but we all work in
silos, individually.  I thought I would
encourage everyone to work to-
gether,” she said.  Ward spearheaded
the formation of an alliance that in-
cluded the Humane Society Silicon
Valley, of which she was chief oper-
ating officer, and five other area shel-
ters, and christened it the WeCARE
coalition, whose purpose was to end
the euthanasia of all healthy and treat-
able dogs and cats in Santa Clara
County.  “The save rate is expected to
hit 90 percent in 2015,” she said.

      
Which fits into the job description

outlined by county administrator
David Twa, who hired Ward after two
rounds of recruitment that lasted over
two years. “There is a greater com-
munity expectation in terms of the
role of the animal services depart-
ment,” he said.  “Not only enforce-
ment, and the protection of the
community, but to reduce euthanasia
and to provide adoptive homes for the
animals that are brought to a shelter.”  

      
Twa said that since the county

shelter is public, and must receive all
animals in need, it would not work to
set what he called an arbitrary number
as a percentage save rate objective.
“Within the next year we expect to
see more community outreach and an
increase in the number of animals
saved and provided to good homes,”
he said. Animal Services reported a
2014 intake of 11,000 dogs and cats,
with a 69 percent save rate.

      
Ward, a Fresno State graduate

with a degree in recreation adminis-
tration, brings 28 years of animal
shelter and veterinary hospital expe-
rience to her new position.  Though
Ward now runs a public department –
unlike a private company that can
pick and choose which animals it will
intake – she noted that some of the
same HSSV approaches will apply in
Contra Costa County, specifically, re-
garding spay and neutering and ani-
mal intake.

      
Ward said that there are not

enough free or low-cost spay and
neuter services in the county.  And
though she said it is going to be a
challenge, she plans to apply for
grants, such as from the Petco Foun-
dation, to help fund those services, as
she did at HSSV.

      
“Why can’t the public keep their

animals?”  asked Ward.  She said she
believes that talking to the customers

at the point of intake, and finding out
exactly what the real problem is, will
help drive down the number of ani-
mal intakes.  Ward used an example
of possibly a landlord issue causing a
high number of animals being surren-
dered.  “If the problem is landlords in
a certain area, put a volunteer group
together to work out issues with the
landlords,” she said.

      
She discussed an interaction at

HSSV that worked out successfully
for all parties.

      
“A man came to our shelter, intent

on surrendering a large lab-bull mix.
He was distraught. The dog wasn’t
listening to his wife, and she was not
comfortable.  He could not afford to
pay for neutering, because he had just
been laid off. Our staff found a doctor
who did the neuter service for free,
and also found a free eight-week obe-
dience course for the dog. He talked
with his wife, and they agreed to go
through with it.  Six months later, we
talked to him, and everything was
great.”

      
If one word can summarize Ward,

who began her new job Nov. 2 after
the unanimous approval of the Board
of Supervisors, that word would be
collaborative.

      
“It’s possible to save more lives

by working together,” she said.

ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

WWW.DUDUM.COM

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

Distinctive Properties

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

Proud to be affi liated with

702 VIA HERMOSA, DANVILLE  $1,100,000

LISA TICHENOR 925.285.1093

SOLD

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYER

1416 GATEWOOD COURT, MARTINEZ  CALL AGENT

PAT AMES 925.330.5849

1 RELIEZ MANOR COURT, LAFAYETTE  $1,795,000

JULIE DEL SANTO 925.818.5500

3 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA  $1,695,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

JANE SMITH 925.998.1914

819 JEANNE CIRCLE, MARTINEZ  $819,000

PEN
DING

416 NOB HILL DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK  $1,595,000

ANGIE CLAY 925.207.9366

PEN
DING 

9 JOSEFA PLACE, MORAGA CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

SOLD

REPRESENTING BUYER

3320 LAS HUERTAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $1,300,000

PEN
DING

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

SOLD

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYER
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Culinary secrets unfold into sci-
ence lessons in the pages of au-

thor J. Kenji Lopez-Alt’s 960-page
doorstop of a cookbook, “The Food
Lab: Better Home Cooking Through
Science” (W. W. Norton & Company,
2015). The Serious Eats managing
culinary director balances must-know
basics including tips for the perfect
boiled egg and properly toasted
bagels with a bicep-building pancake
technique (baking soda is vital), 20
pages of Thanksgiving-related in-
structions, over 1,000 full-color im-
ages, 39 pasta recipes, eight pages on
making chicken stock (unflavored
gelatin is key) and easy-to-read expla-
nations of radiant heat transfer, the
anatomy of a knife, the chemical
makeup of meat and why a burger’s
“smash time” matters – and more.

      
For kitchen fanatics, the best-sell-

ing book by the author of the James
Beard Award-nominated column
“The Food Lab,” is exhaustive. But
even those less inclined to ooh and ah
over conversations about meat mois-
ture or engage in fresh versus dry
oregano debates can experience the
thrill of discovering there is a scien-
tific reason Granny’s roast beef was
five star-worthy or Uncle Joe’s meat-
loaf had that extra zing.

      
Lamorinda’s love for all things

food was evident Oct. 22, as approx-
imately 100 people attended a Com-
monwealth Club appearance at the

Lafayette Library by Lopez-Alt.
Moderator Joanna Pearlstein, deputy
managing editor for Wired, said
Lopez-Alt was a like a superhero for
“geeks” who like to cook. Seeking
wisdom, she first asked about the
most common mistakes made by
cooks.

      
Lopez-Alt said the one rule that

should never be violated is to “respect
the person with the knife in their
hand,” setting a casual, fun tone for
the evening. Sounding more like two
friends chatting over brisket and beer
than like highly respected writers and
experienced cooks (Pearlstein shared
that she’s been perfecting a chocolate
chip cookie recipe for years and has
no intention of stopping), the conver-
sation moved swiftly to searing, salt,
brining and more.

      
The words from the master?

      
Searing meat incorrectly will not

bring out the juices: don’t try to bring
the meat to room temperature and
start out with a dryer steak for faster
searing and a moister steak in the end.
“Salt is one of the most important in-
gredients in dishes,” Lopez-Alt said.
“It enhances the way you perceive
other flavors.” Chemical properties in
salt draw moisture out of meat by os-
mosis so timing is crucial for forming
a brine on the surface. With poultry,
salt allowed to relax the muscle fibers
by seasoning the bird and letting it sit,
then evaporate and cook when dry,

again results in the most desirable tex-
ture.

      
Lopez-Alt uses three kinds of salt

in cooking: Kosher salt that is coarse
enough to pick up with his fingers for
99 percent of the food he prepares;
large-flake finishing salt for adding
crunchiness; and popcorn salt. He
said for regular table salt, Morton is
OK.

                     
... continued on page B2
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Friday November 13
from 4pm to 9pm 

Fashion Extravaganza with Designs by 
Richard Hallmarq of Project Runway 

Saturday & Sunday November 14 - 15
10am to 7pm

Champagne bar, hors d’oeuvres, surprises 
and music will be waiting for you.

Enter our special draw during the evening to win 
an additional discount on your purchases.

*Mention this ad to receive 10% OFF our 
Fall-Winter 2015 Collection during our

Weekend of Style.   

11 Fiesta Lane  •  Lafayette, CA 94549  •  925-736-0220

INVITATION
A Weekend of Style

FALL IN LOVE

Community 
Thanksgiving Breakfast 

Friday, November 20, 2015
7:00 – 8:30am

Our Saviors Lutheran Church
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette

Breakfast and Coffee are provided by Dave’s Cuisine.
$20.00 per person, $150 Tables of  8  

Begin the holiday season in a significant and meaningful way.

Registration Online at www.lafayettechamber.org 

or call 925-284-7404

Presented by the Lafayette Chamber of  Commerce

This Year’s Key Note Speaker
Rev. Dr. David G. Sammons: Your Resume vs. Your Eulogy

Music provided by: Harpist Wendy Tamis

Reservations are required and guaranteed.
Deadline for reservations  is Wednesday, November 18.

Our Holiday Tradition Continues ...
37th Annual

New Exhibit Links Art and
Technology at Saint Mary’s College
By Ryan McKinley

The Saint Mary’s College Mu-
seum of Art’s current multi-

media artwork exhibition, “The Axis
Mundi/Open Portals,” by Ron Hutt
is a true combination of art and tech-
nology – and is unlike anything the
museum has featured before. 

      
On display in the Armistead

Gallery, the exhibit showcases Hutt’s
digital paintings, as well as digital
photographs that combine with
Quick Response Codes (QR Codes)
to provide sound clips. The codes are
interactive and patrons will need to
bring their smart phones in order to
scan them. If viewers choose not to
utilize the QR technology they will
be missing part of the experience. 

      
The title of the show, Axis

Mundi, relates to a philosophical be-
lief that finds a geographical mid-
point between the earth and the sky,
where all compass directions con-
verge. It is also seen as the natural
human instinct to create identity. The
exhibit features a dozen photographs
taken by Hutt as he traveled across
the United States and Europe. The
locations range from as far as Ams-
terdam and Greece, to as close as
Cloverdale, California. Each photo
utilizes vertical and panoramic

space, but all are obscured by a large
QR barcode that holds the links to
the sound clips. Interestingly, in
order to scan the codes the viewer
must get close up to the photos,
which then makes the once obscured
image come into focus.  

      
Four sound files accompany

every photo. They can be played in
any order and as many times as the
viewer would like. The files range in
length from a second to five minutes,
and feature everything from ambient
noise (horses, traffic, children laugh-
ing) to music, and even a news seg-
ment documenting the reopening of
the New York Stock Exchange after
Hurricane Sandy. The sound of the
wind plays throughout the space
from overhead speakers.

      
If that were not enough, the pho-

tos and sound clips inspired Hutt to
create digital works, which appear to
be a mix of science fiction imagery
and Japanese landscape paintings.
To continue the theme of Axis
Mundi, all the paintings are long
columns that examine vertical space
as well as a depth of field. There are
a number of similarities between the
digital images: they all feature a
sphere seemingly representing a sun

or moon, a series of geometric
shapes flowing from top to bottom,
a landscape, and all are devoid of
people. The paintings make the state-
ment that through technology society
is more connected and at the same
time equally isolated. They also
point out that the current world is a
new landscape or an open portal to a
future society.

      
All the paintings are projected on

the far wall of the gallery, and are
also available as a free download, via
QR code, for the viewer to keep and
share. The exhibit is truly something
to experience and is a sign of where
art is heading in the future.

      
“The Axis Mundi/Open Portals”

is currently on display through Dec.
6. Also on display are oil paintings
by William Keith, artwork by Luis
Guttierez, and “The Dr. Maurice Al-
berti Print Collection of European
and American Masters.”

     
The Saint Mary’s College

Museum of Art is open Wednes-
day through Sunday, 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., 1928 Saint Mary's
Road, Moraga.

      
For more information, visit

http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/saint-
marys-college-museum-of-art.

"Cloverdale" by Ron Hutt "Delphi" by Ron Hutt "Bandelier National Monu-
ment" by Ron Hutt

"Los Alamos" by Ron Hutt
Images courtesy Saint Mary’s
College Museum of Art

Must-Know Basics for Serious Foodies
Author Lopez-Alt discusses ‘The Food Lab’ at LLLC 
By Lou Fancher



     
Talk soon turned to eggs, with

Lopez-Alt describing “blind egg”
research he had conducted. After
people peeled “hundreds of eggs”
prepared with slightly different
methods, he said the best results
depended on the starting temper-
ature of the water. Cold to warm
makes the shell adhere to the egg,
but starting the eggs in boiling
water, adding a little ice 30 sec-
onds into the boiling, and cooking
at a simmer for 11-12 minutes be-
fore shocking them with ice water
is best.

     
A proponent of low-water

volume pasta cooking (scoring a
hit during California’s four-year
drought), he said the best time to
go to an Italian restaurant is late
at night. The cooks reuse the
pasta water and this raises the
starch content of the pasta.

     
Newbies in the kitchen benefit

most from learning knife skills.
“If you can’t cut well, you can’t
cook evenly,” he said. And train-
ing your tongue to recognize sa-
vory, salty, acidic, sweetness, heat
intensity and the right amount of
seasoning requires constant tast-
ing while cooking. Essential tools
other than good knives include
cast iron pans and an accurate
meat thermometer. Advice others
give to “poke your cheek then
poke your meat and if they feel
the same it’s medium rare,” had
him saying, “Everyone’s cheeks
are different. How do you know
yours are medium rare?”

     
With Thanksgiving Day just

one month away, Lopez-Alt said
toss the roasting pan; the part of
the turkey you want to cook the
slowest receives excess heat from

being close to the pan edges. In-
stead, ask the butcher to “hack
out the back,” salt under the skin
two days prior to cooking and
spread the turkey out on its breast
in a flat pan to bake it. He admit-
ted, you must not mind “your
turkey looking like a porn star.”
For those who object and prefer a
Norman Rockwell turkey, there is
a solution. A turkey’s fast and
slow twitch muscle fibers create
two temperature zones: placing a
preheated baking stone under the
turkey he said will allow both
light and dark meat to cook at dif-
ferent rates and retain their mois-
ture.

     
Of course there was more in-

formation – including that at one
point his manuscript “meat-
balled” into a 1,600-page book
before it was trimmed to just
under 1,000 pages. Lopez-Alt’s
next book will include material
cut from his first book, mostly
things you can eat with your
hands including burgers and
tacos. Book three will be a vege-
tarian cookbook.
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Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

6211 Medau Pl., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Offer good while 
supplies last.
One gift per 

customer, please. Gift Dates:
Oct. 21 – Nov. 8 Auburn

Next to SaveMart & CVS
(530) 885-0500

Choose Your Moisturizer
RENERGIE LIFT MULT-ACTION NIGHT 
Lifting and Firming Night Cream
BIENFAIT MULTI-VITAL NIGHT
High Potency Night Moisturizing Cream

Choose Your Lipcolor
COLOR DESIGN Lipcolor (2 shade choices)

Receive
ADVANCED GENIFIQUE
Youth Activating Concentrate
CRÈME RADIANCE Cleanser
DEFINICILS Mascara
BI-FACIL Eye Makeup Remover
Cosmetics Bag

Lafayette

FREE Gift with Purchase! 
7- PIECE GIFT- YOURS WITH ANY 

$35 LANCOME PURCHASE ($90.00 – 98.00 VALUE)

Montclair

Must-Know Basics for Serious Foodies
.. continued from page B1

Photo provided

Another Food Lit Event at LLLC Dec. 3
Join chef, cooking instructor and television host and author Joanne Weir,
in conversation with Chef Gary Danko, as she takes a trip down culinary
memory lane, sharing stories from her days cooking with Alice Waters
at Chez Panisse, traveling and teaching throughout Europe and becom-
ing the California chef she is today from 6:30 to 8:15 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 3 at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center.  For information,
visit http://www.lllcf.org/calendar/consortium.html. Tickets are $15 -
$25 at www.commonwealthclub.org.  

Electrifying Jazz Concert will Sizzle at
Lafayette Library Nov. 13
Submitted by Alison Williams 

Based in the Bay Area and soon
celebrating their 25th anniver-

sary, Charged Particles crosses stylis-
tic boundaries and blends jazz styles
with elements from Latin music, clas-
sical music, funk, and more.  The
band will be offering an electrifying,
free jazz concert at the Lafayette Li-
brary from 7 to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov.
13.

      
The group’s original composi-

tions are mixtures of elaborate orches-

tration and opportunities for creative
improvised solos.  And they bring a
similar approach to playing arrange-
ments of tunes by other jazz artists
and traditional jazz standards, each
played with a new twist. Reviewers,
such as Jazz Times Magazine have
called the group “a tight and enor-
mously talented trio.”  

      
Charged Particles has appeared at

Yoshi’s in San Francisco, Vitello’s in
Los Angeles, Café Cordiale in Sher-

man Oaks, and the historic Light-
house in Redondo Beach.  The
group’s hundreds of other appear-
ances include the Houston Interna-
tional Jazz Festival, the John F.
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.,
the Orange County Arts and Jazz Fes-
tival, the Midwest Jazz Heritage Fes-
tival, the Trenton Jazz Festival, the
King Cobra Jazz Festival, and a tour
of Sweden.  For information, visit
www.chargedparticles.com.

Jon Krosnick Photo Michelle Le

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/30/15. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

Are you looking to enroll your child in
preschool for the 2016-17 school year?

Open House is on Saturday, November 14,
from 9:30am to 11:30am

Bring your children to have them participate in some of the
activities we offer, and talk with our Directors and parents about

the co-operative approach to preschool. 
We are licensed by the California
State Department of Social Services,
and fully conform to all state laws
regulating childcare and school
facilities. This school admits students
of any race, color, national or ethnic
origin. Facility #070200456.

More information at www.lafayettenurseryschool.org

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

FALL SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com



Jim Fernandes was lying in a hos-
pital bed on Aug. 15, 1945, when

he learned of the Japanese surrender.
The then-Naval Aviation Cadet was
receiving shots of penicillin, clearly
misprescribed, for a sprain he had suf-
fered in gymnastics. The war was
over, though Fernandes’ desire to be
a pilot was not: “I was gonna earn my
wings of Navy gold,” he says.

      
Forty years of unpredictable

twists and turns – all par for the course
in Navy life – left Fernandes, now 89,
far from his goal. Instead of flying a
jet, Fernandes had a four-decade
Navy career, a captaincy, three tours
of duty in the Pentagon, the command
of four destroyers and three land
bases, five prestigious service medals,
and a pivotal place in ushering in
computer technology to the armed
services.

      
The itinerant chaos of Fernandes’

life was set into motion just after the
war, when the Navy sent him to Saint
Mary’s College for training. “I have
no idea why we had to come cross the
country,” recalls Fernandes, who gen-
uinely remains baffled to this day.
Nonetheless, Fernandes and his fel-
low cadets, stationed in North Car-
olina, hopped into a cattle car – with
bunks stacked four high – and rode
the railroads from Durham to Oak-
land. 

      
Fernandes was quite smitten by

California: “The smell of orange blos-
soms was everywhere and it was a
nice sunny day. That kind of did it for
me,” he says; but even more so when
he met his future wife, Rosemary, a
student at Cal.

      
In the early ‘50s Fernandes was a

reservist ensign on Treasure Island,
focusing his time on his wife, three
children, and a career selling adver-
tising space for the San Francisco
Chronicle. That is, until the Navy re-
called him to active duty. Unknown
to him at the time, he would remain
active until his retirement in 1983. 

      
Throughout the decade he

worked his way up to commanding

officer of the USS Vammen only to
be summoned back to dry land in
1961. Specifically, to the Pentagon.
Secretary of Defense Robert McNa-
mara wanted Fernandes to compile
records and 20-year projections for
every dollar in every ship in every
fleet. His tools: a pencil and a very
long piece of paper. 

      
Fernandes wanted access to the

Pentagon’s IBM 650, which at only
the size of several refrigerators, was
state of the art. “I went to my boss and
said this pen and pencil stuff is really
ridiculous. Let me put (the data) on
EAM cards,” to be read by the 650.
His boss acquiesced, but there was
one major problem: “I didn’t know
anything about computers.” 

      
Fernandes audited after-work

classes at IBM until he learned the
650. Then the Pentagon decided to
update to the IBM 1401. Fernandes,
undeterred, studied the new model
and tirelessly converted all the data to
the 1401. On the day he was set to
enter it, “the guy who runs the com-
puter floor came and said, ‘Guess
what! We’re going to have an IBM
7090!’” More classes, more convert-
ing. After that, though, there were no
sudden upgrades and everything
“worked just dandy.” 

      
In 1964 with the Vietnam War es-

calating, Fernandes returned to com-
mand the USS Wilhoite in combat
against enemy patrol boats. After sev-
eral more moves, which took Fernan-
des from Vietnam to England to San
Diego, Fernandes wound up at the
Office of the Chief of Naval Material
where he simultaneously worked to
outfit ships with modern computers
while appealing to Congress for fund-
ing. “It was very tiresome,” he says of
the latter. 

      
Fernandes developed a thorny

relationship with one particular sen-
ator, who at Fernandes’ request re-
mains nameless. “(The senator) had
no idea about the military,” accord-
ing to Fernandes, and he leaked in-
accurate information to the press.

Beholden to his chain of command,
Fernandes was unable to rebut the
senator’s statements in a timely man-
ner – allowing the senator’s damag-
ing statements to smolder. That was
until Fernandes realized this: The
senator’s press releases followed a
model; he was plugging in words
and themes into a premade structure,
not unlike a Madlib. Fernandes used
this to create his own generic
counter; all he had to do was insert

the senator’s own words and themes.
This expedited the rebuttal process
and within months, Fernandes says,
the senator stopped.

      
Following several more moves –

including Japan – and Fernandes’ re-
tirement in 1983, his wife longed to
return home. The Fernandes’ settled
in Lafayette and now as a 15-year res-
ident, Fernandes seems to finally have
put his nomadic Navy lifestyle behind
him – save for the occasional visit to

Ocean Beach. “Lafayette is what Cal-
ifornia should be,” he says.

      
In this reporter’s last conversation

with Jim Fernandes – which followed
hours of interview and multiple fol-
low-up phone calls trying to stitch to-
gether the maddening chronology of
his life – I told him, “I think I might
finally be able to sort this all out.” 

      
“If you ever do,” Fernandes

laughed sympathetically, “please ex-
plain it to me.”
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

We offer care that matches your needs
              

24/7

(925) 317-3080
www.careindeed.com

Safe, reliable and affordable
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Oakmont Memory Care

Tours Available Daily!

Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of 
Oakmont of Mariner Point’s Traditions program. Our highly 
experienced care team will assess your loved one’s needs and 

provide compassionate care for all stages of memory loss 
associated with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias.

For More Information Call 510-328-3170

• Diabetic Wellness Program
• Indoor and Outdoor Dining
• Courtyard and Resident Gardens 

• Full-time Nurse
• Enriching Activity Program
• Respite Care available

RCFE #019200530

2400 Mariner Square Dr
Alameda, CA 94501

510-328-3170
oakmontofmarinerpoint.com

Do you know someone with Memory Loss?

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured.
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC

A Lifetime of  Accomplishment for this Lafayette Veteran
By Daniel Smith

Veteran’s Day Ceremony at Moraga
Commons Nov. 11
A Veteran’s Day Ceremony is scheduled from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov.
11 at the Moraga Commons Park, honoring all who served in times of war
and in times of peace.  There will be speakers and refreshments at the free
event, sponsored by the Town of Moraga and Moraga Boy Scout Troops
212, 234, 246 and 249.

Jim Fernandes Photo Andy Scheck

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S. MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.
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‘Transyl-Mania’ Promises Loads of
Laughs at OIS
The more silly than spooky production opens Nov. 12 
Submitted by Jeanette Lipp

The “Transyl-Mania” Zombie cast Photo provided

Cue the lightning!  Cue the
thunder!  It is going to be

monster mayhem at Orinda Inter-
mediate School’s (OIS) Bulldog
Theater during the fall production
of “Transyl-Mania” – a frightfully
fun comedy.  

      
Transylvania High School is

where kids of all the classic monster
movie villains go to learn the tricks
of the trade.  There are vampires,
mummies, werewolves, zombies,
witches, Frankenstein’s daughter,
the Invisible Man’s son, and even
the Phantom of the Opera’s kid, all
of them struggling to live up to their
parents’ legendary examples.  From
science fair projects to cliques,
these monsters struggle with the
same stresses as typical teenagers.
When a group of human high
school students stumbles upon the

monster school thanks to a broken
down bus, utter mayhem ensues.
Far more silly than spooky, this
comedy delivers both loads of
laughs and a gentle message about
befriending those who are different
from us.  “Transyl-Mania” is appro-
priate for ages 7 and up.

      
The production is directed and

produced by Bay Area Children’s
Theatre (BACT) as part of their ed-
ucation program.  Jacob Russell-
Snyder serves as director with
Sidney Spiegel as assistant director.
Presented as a “Totally-Teen” com-
edy, Russell-Snyder notes, “Over
the past few months of rehearsal,
we have taken the comedy of this
show very seriously. We have mem-
orized jokes, practiced our chase
scene and worked on the timing of
both physical and verbal jokes.  It

has been important for us to really
know and understand not only what
the characters say, but why they say
what they say. Each actor was re-
sponsible for coming up with their
character’s back stories and even
had input over their costume and
how their character might dress.”

      
There are two casts, comprised

of approximately 43 OIS students
along with additional 14 OIS stu-
dents serving on tech crew.  Per-
formances will run Nov. 12-14 at
the OIS Bulldog Theater.  The per-
formance lasts a total of 90 minutes,
including one intermission.  For
show time information and to pur-
chase tickets, please visit
www.showtix4u.com.  Tickets are
also available at OIS Theater one
half hour prior to show times.

DramaDons’ Comedy ‘The Curious
Savage’ Opens Nov. 10
Submitted by Mandy Chivers

The Acalanes DramaDons will open their en-
tertaining and comedic production, “The Cu-

rious Savage,” directed by Acalanes drama teacher
Ed Meehan Nov. 10. “The Drama Dons have been
hard at work for the last six weeks preparing,” said
Meehan.  “We began September 15th with auditions
and call-backs.  Fifty students auditioned for 11

roles.  Once the play was cast we dove into a full
table read of the play.”  The actors discussed the
play’s themes and what they wanted to say with the
piece, and then began working on their characters. 

     
The plot has delightful twists involving a widow

who inherited millions of dollars from her husband
and wants to use the money to help others realize
their hopes and dreams.  Her grown-up stepchildren
want the money for themselves and commit the
widow to a “sanatorium” hoping to “bring her to her
senses.” Instead, the widow leads the self-serving
stepchildren on a hilarious chase for the inheritance,
while befriending the charming “guests” of the
sanatorium. 

     
“While the acting crew was preparing, the

Acalanes Stagecraft class was hard at work design-
ing and creating sets, costumes, props, lights, and
sound for the production,” said Meehan.  “The
stagecraft students built and painted sets; designed,
built and procured costumes.  They hung focus
lights; chose music and sound effects (both practical
and recorded). It is a lot of work to create the whole
world of the play.” 

     
The story playfully highlights how, in a world

that seems motivated by greed and dishonesty, the
virtues of kindness and affection can prevail.  

     
“We are very excited for this production,” said

Meehan.  “It is funny, sweet, and has a lot of heart!”

     
The production runs Nov. 10, 12, 13 and 14 at 7

p.m. in the Acalanes High School Little Theatre.
Tickets are available in November during lunch at
AHS and online from the web store: adults $12; stu-
dents and seniors $7. There are limited ticket sales
at the door.  Doors open at 6.30 p.m.  For more in-
formation, visit http://ahsperformingarts.org.

Image by Rachel Larsen, DramaDons’ resident artist

ELK’S LODGE
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When theater director and pro-
fessor at Saint Mary’s Col-

lege, Rebecca Engle, came across a
New York Times review of Ken Pres-
tininzi’s play “Chaste: An Awful
Comedy,” Engle knew it would a per-
fect production to put on at Saint
Mary’s. 

      
“Our directors choose plays

which speak to them and which they
think will speak to the students, the
campus community and our neigh-
bors beyond,” explained Engle. Hav-
ing met Prestininzi through the Bay
Area theatre festival many years ear-
lier, coming across the review was an
experience that Engle likened to
“(finding) a message in a bottle.” 

      
“I always have my ear open for a

play that will work well for college
age actors, looking for scenes that will
speak to a young audience,” said
Engle. She believes that “Chaste” is
just that sort of play. “Any student
who’s ever said to anyone else ‘let’s
just be friends’ – that’s what this play
is about.”

      
Running Nov. 5-8 in the LeFevre

Theatre, the “awful comedy,” as Pres-
tininzi calls it, features a trio of pas-
sionate young thinkers (one woman
and two men) who are determined to
cooperatively live up to their high-
minded ideals, fighting the pressures
of jealousy, lust and ego in the
process. “It’s very much about the
kind of dilemmas that young people
(certainly students) will relate to,”
said Engle.

      
Inspired by the real life encounter

between philosopher Friedrich Niet-
zche (played by Michael Craigen)

and proto-feminist Lou Salomé
(Kimiya Shokri), and the real-life
characters of Paul Ree (Jack Clifford)
and Elisabeth Nietzsche (alumna
Kathleen Esling), the play is set in a
sacred mountain town in Germanic
Europe at the end of the 19th century,
as well as in the metaphysical imagi-
nations of the characters.

      
“The characters want to live in the

future,” said Engle, “so the set (de-
signed by resident Deanna Zibello
and inspired by turn of the century
paintings) was created in the spirit of
the 20th century. The look and feel of
the show will be very modern.”

      
Though the account depicted on

stage didn’t actually happen, Engle
finds the fact that characters are based
on real people “simply delicious.” 

      
Prestininzi discovered Lou An-

dreas Salomé (the main female char-
acter in “Chaste”) while working on
a play about Bohemian poet Rainer
Maria Rilke. “I specifically studied
her at this time in her life, which is ba-
sically the start of her independence
and as a woman on the thinkers’
stage,” said Prestininzi.

      
The play was originally produced

in 2009 by Trap Door Theatre in
Chicago. It is a genre that Prestininzi
calls “the awful comedy” and de-
scribes as “that place of comedy
where to survive, you have to laugh.”

      
No historic background or pre-

reading is required. What really drives
“Chaste” forward is the depth of emo-
tion and passion felt by each charac-
ter. “The issues of sexuality and
power and one’s individual relation-
ship to God are charged issues,” said

Prestininzi. “(The characters) are
open and reckless with that, which
will translate to any adult audience.”

      
Prestininzi came out early in the

season to work with the cast and to
speak to the production crew. “They
had such a strong connection and un-
derstanding of the text,” he said. “I’m
really excited to see them go deeper
with it.”

      
Engle echoed the playwright’s

sentiment, referring to the cast as “a
quartet of outstanding actors. Each of
their voices weaves in and out of the
play. (There are) moments of disso-
nance and harmony, and all of the
possibilities you can have when you
have four voices.”

      
The question of ultimate chastity

is, as the play’s title would suggest,
another key tension that moves the
plot forward, one that Prestininzi de-
scribes as the conundrum of minds
being encased by bodies and emo-
tions. “Those are issues I find under-
grads get on a very gut level,” he
said. 

      
“I’m excited to see how that

lands. I think one audience might
take it to a very emotional place and
another might take it in a place of
high recognition. There are many
ways you root for the young woman
and other ways you are horrified at
what youth can be. I think the audi-
ence will go back and forth with that.
I’m very interested to see what will
happen.”

      
Tickets for “Chaste” are $8-12

and can be purchased at the box office
or online at https://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/chaste-an-awful-comedy. 
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“Chaste: An Awful Comedy” at SMC is Anything But
Saint Mary’s production opens Nov. 5
By A.K. Carroll

From left: Michael Craigen, Kimiya Shokri and Jack Clifford  Photo Stanislava Georgieva
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Sneak Peak of  ‘Suessical Jr.’ at LLLC
Submitted by Linda Drucker

Middle school cast from “Suessical Jr.” that opens Nov. 12 at Town Hall Theatre. Photo provided

Town Hall Theatre's middle
school students were the fea-

tured performers at the Children's
Book Festival held at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center on Oct.
24.  The festival featured appear-
ances by several prominent chil-

dren's book authors and illustrators
including Gennifer Choldenko,
Michael Slack, Elisa Keven, Jordan
Jacobs, and Thacher Hurd, who read
from their books and autographed
copies for festival attendees.  The
Town Hall students performed sev-

eral numbers from their upcoming
production of “Seusssical Jr.” which
will be performed in full on Friday
and Saturday, Nov. 12 and 14 at
Town Hall Theatre on School Street
in Lafayette. Tickets are available at
townhalltheatre.com.
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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or
graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from
Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to
250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.

Community Service Dance for Kindness Flashmob
Event in Lafayette Nov. 8
Submitted by Sonya Grover

As part of Dance for Kindness, a worldwide
event in celebration of World Kindness

Day facilitated by nonprofit Life Vest Inside,
groups from across the globe are joining to-
gether to perform a Kindness Freezemob-Flash-
mob to the same song, with the same dance, all
happening on the same day.  Local nonprofit
dance studio, Joy in Motion, is leading the
Lafayette event, which will be held at 11 a.m.
Sunday, Nov. 8 at Elam and Margaret Brown
Plaza, across the street from Safeway at the cor-
ner of Moraga Road and Mt. Diablo Boulevard

in Lafayette.  “Everyone can participate,” said
Joy in Motion co-founders Justin Cole and
Linda Craig. “If you are a parent of a dancer, or
have friends who might be interested, you can
participate, too!  You don’t have to be a dancer,
but if you simply want to spread kindness out
into the world and have the desire to be a part
of something bigger than yourself, you should
register.” A rehearsal video is available online
for those who register through the LVI website
at lifevestinside.com.  For more information,
visit www.joyinmotiondance.org.

Image provided

Orinda Boy Scout Troop 237
Honors Four New Eagle Scouts
Submitted by Lisa Hoskins

New Troop 237 Eagle Scouts, from left:  Jack O’Melveny, Drew Barber, Callan Hoskins, Tim Tague
Photo provided

Boy Scout Troop 237 of Orinda members
Drew Barber, Callan Hoskins, Jack

O’Melveny, and Tim Tague, all juniors at Mira-
monte High School, achieved Scouting’s high-
est rank of Eagle Scout and will celebrate their
Eagle Court of Honor at 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15
at the Orinda Community Church. Scoutmaster
Eric Jorgensen will present the awards.  

      
Troop 237, chartered by the Orinda Com-

munity Church, has served Orinda for 60 years
and has seen over 200 of its young men achieve
the rank of Eagle Scout. To become an Eagle,
the candidate must earn a minimum of 21 merit
badges, including 13 Eagle-required badges,
demonstrate leadership and scout spirit, and suc-
cessfully complete an Eagle service project that
benefits the community.

      
Being an avid reader, Barber wanted to

make sure all the children at Shelter Inc., a local
organization which helps homeless people get
back on their feet, have books at their disposal.
With the help of many other Troop 237 Scouts,
Barber collected over 1,000 books, sorted them
by age and gender, and distributed a personal-
ized stack to each of the 26 kids currently living
at Shelter Inc.’s Martinez facility. 

      
Hoskins, an active public speaker, built a

display case for the award-winning Miramonte

High School Public Speaking program. Callan,
worked with teacher and head coach, Kristen
Plant, to assess her needs to house trophies,
plaques and a news bulletin, and with support
from his troop, he built the wooden and glass
case entirely from scratch and installed it in front
of the Public Speaking classroom. 

      
O’Melveny wanted to give back to the

school’s campus community. Seeking to add to
both school spirit and to the beautification of the
grounds, O’Melveny supervised and worked
along with 15 fellow Scouts to resurrect a long-
abandoned garden fronting the Aquatic Center.
The troops cleared deep-rooted old plants, con-
structed a large “M” and applied 15 yards of
decorative bark and rock over the course of two
days. 

      
Tague wanted to do a project that would

benefit an important organization to him, so he
chose to do a project for Xenophon, a therapeu-
tic horseback riding center in Orinda.  Tim’s
youngest sister, Nicole, has ridden at Xenophon
for five years.  Tim built a water feature for their
sensory trail that enables the riders to reach into
the water while on horseback. 

      
For more information about Troop 237, visit

troop237orinda.com.

Lafayette Juniors Announce Beneficiaries,
Host Annual Rummage Sale 
Submitted by Elizabeth Siamas  

From left: Teli Thayer and Amy Anderson at
last year’s Rummage Sale.

The Lafayette Juniors, continuing its long
tradition of service to others in need, re-

cently selected Diablo Ballet’s PEEK Outreach
Program, the Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano, the Lamorinda Spirit Van, and Youth
Homes as their 2015-2016 beneficiaries. The
Juniors’ first fundraising event for these four
local nonprofits will be the 22nd Annual Rum-
mage Sale on Saturday, Nov. 7. 

      
“We are thrilled to be able to help children,

young adults and seniors in Contra Costa and
Solano counties through our 2015 - 2016 non-
profit beneficiaries,” said Christy Mack, presi-
dent of the Lafayette Juniors. “These nonprofit
organizations will use the proceeds from our
fundraising events, beginning with our Fall
Rummage Sale, to provide subsidized school
meal programs for disadvantaged students,
transportation for seniors who can no longer
drive, and education programs for at-risk youth
in juvenile detention as well as young adults
aging out of the foster care system. We are con-
tinually grateful to everyone who comes to-

gether to support us so that we can continue to
serve those who need it the most.” 

      
The Rummage Sale will be held from 8 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Nov. 7 at Our Saviors Lutheran Church
in Lafayette with a special early bird entrance
fee of $5 per adult from 7 to 8 a.m. The Juniors
invite you to shop for pre-loved designer
clothes, baby and kid clothes, gear, toys, and
books, furniture, household goods, and much
more. To find out more about the Lafayette Jun-
iors and this year’s Rummage Sale, visit
www.lafayettejuniors.org.

      
Founded in 1953 by Lafayette resident Bet-

sey Young, the Lafayette Juniors is a nonprofit
organization made up of local women who
come together to raise funds and offer service
in support of other non-profits that serve chil-
dren, families and seniors as well as other peo-
ple in need throughout Contra Costa and
neighboring counties in the San Francisco area.
Over the past 16 years, Lafayette Juniors
have raised more than $600,000 for Bay Area
nonprofit groups.

Katy Abrahams Photos provided

John (Jack) Minott Wuerth 
March 29, 1920-Sept. 29, 2015

John (Jack) Minott Wuerth of
Moraga slipped peacefully into eternity
at the age of precisely 95 and a half on
Tuesday evening, Sept. 29, 2015.  He
was born in Montclair, New Jersey, on
March 29, 1920, to Gustav and Elsie
Wuerth.

Jack graduated Magna Cum Laude
with a B.S. in physics from Princeton
University in 1942. During the second
World War, he served as a Lieutenant
A(L) and project officer in the U.S.
Navy Department in Washington D.C.
He used his physics to improve the
accuracy of shooting moving targets
from airplanes.  After the war, Jack
moved west to California where he
became a nationally recognized expert

on space navigation, exciting the nation in 1951 by describing how to get to
Venus. He also developed and managed systems of inertial navigation for aircraft,
submarine, and guided missile navigation. Jack was issued seven navigation-
related patents, related to aircraft, submarines, and the Minuteman II’s guidance
control system and reliability during his 35-plus-year tenure as an engineer at
Autonetics (which later became Rockwell International).  He also served as
president of the North American Institute of Navigation. Yes, he was truly a rocket
scientist! 
       Jack was married to Joan Alling on June 11, 1948 after a whirlwind courtship
of only two weeks, and they enjoyed 65 wonderful years of marriage.  They raised
four daughters together in Southern California, but retired to Oak Bluffs on
Martha’s Vineyard in 1986 and spent many active years there before returning to
California in 2008 to be closer to their youngest daughter in Moraga.
       Jack was well known for his keen mind and great sense of humor. In his
youth he was an accomplished practical jokester, for example arranging for cherry
bombs to go off while chatting with local police officers. He matured to become
an active problem solver, and took on various leadership roles in community
organizations, commissions and church boards, and battled in local politics. To
relax, he greatly enjoyed gardening, sailing and music. 
       Jack is survived by his four daughters:  Vicky Sigworth and her husband,
Fred, of Hamden, Connecticut; Shelley Rice and her husband, Craig, of San José,
Costa Rica; Kelsey Ambrose and her husband, Tom, of Rumney, New Hampshire;
and Wendy Scheck and her husband, Andy, of Moraga, California, as well as 10
grandchildren and four great grandchildren. He was predeceased by his loving
wife, Joan (Alling) Wuerth.
       A memorial service is scheduled for 11 a.m. Nov. 21 at the Edgartown
Federated Church in Massachusetts. 



Classical music in the United
States suffered a decline in pop-

ularity during the last economic crisis,
but it is slowly bouncing back, ac-
cording to the 2014-2015 Nielsen
music report.  And fortunately for
Lamorinda classical music lovers,
Lawrence Kohl, the spirited director
and conductor of the Pacific Chamber
Symphony along with his orchestra,
is about to open the 2015-2016 con-
cert series in Lafayette, seeking to de-
light as well as enlighten audiences.

      
“When I compose a program I al-

ways want the pieces to play off one
another,” says Kohl. “It elucidates
something about music.”  The Nov.
21 concert will start with the Overture
of Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro bring-
ing forth the light vein of the classical
era music.  The orchestra will then
play Beethoven Symphony #2 that
was created in a time when the com-
poser realized he was becoming deaf
and stretched the bounds of what a
classical piece is, moving toward ro-
manticism and its heroic power.  The
third piece will be Violin Concerto #2
by Prokofiev, who was a neo-classic
composer at the beginning of the 20th
century.  Prokofiev adopted the light-
ness of classism within the post-ro-
manticism movement that was

moving away from the excesses of
the romantic movement.  Prokifiev’s
use of modern harmony adds irony to
his neo-classic music.

      
“With these three works you are

going walk away from the concert
hall, whether you are a novice or an
enthusiast, with some enrichment in
term of what each of these pieces are
about and how they relate to one an-
other,” says Kohl.  “It’s opening some
new vistas for me, and that is some-
thing interesting and fun to share.”

      
While Kohl decides the program,

the core group of the orchestra is in-
volved in the discussion.   Concert-
master and leader of the violin
section, Igor Veligan, has been with
the Pacific Chamber Symphony for
six years and he had been talking to
Kohl for some time about the
Prokofiev concerto that he particu-
larly likes.  The unique atmosphere of
the orchestra and its cohesive nature
is part of what makes the group
unique and why musicians such as
Veligan are so dedicated to it.  “This
size chamber orchestra allows (us) to
build a spirit of collaboration over the
years,” he says, “like a tight family.” 

      
Kohl decided years ago to create

this type of chamber group to fit the
audiences and the venues of the East

Bay, selecting the best musicians of
the Bay Area. “These are people who
play at the San Francisco Symphony,
for the best recording studios,” he
says, “only top notch artists that have
worked with me for years.” Kohl first
created the chamber orchestra of San
Leandro in 1989. “When the times
were good we performed in five com-
munities: San Francisco, San Lean-
dro, Napa, Walnut Creek and
Pleasanton; and when the times were
bad, we had to pare down,” says
Kohl, who moved from San Leandro
to Orinda and now lives in Moraga.
Over the years the orchestra received
many outstanding reviews for its
work, which Kohl largely attributes to
the quality of the musicians and the
cohesiveness of the ensemble.  The
Pacific Chamber Symphony gives the
audience the feeling of participating
in a spontaneous interpretation.  “This
unique relationship is recognized as a
thing of its own,” says Kohl. “Its per-
sonality comes out as the musicians
and myself draw out the best in each
other.”

      
The Pacific Chamber Sym-

phony’s board is based in Livermore
where active volunteers built a strong
following.  Now that the economy has
improved, the orchestra has started to

expand again.  “With the support of
the Dean and Margaret Lesher Foun-
dation we were able to expand first to
Orinda, and now in Lafayette,” says
Kohl.

      
The orchestra developed many

educational programs for Livermore
schools, such as the mixed quintet that
performs at the elementary schools.
“We do a series of very fun interactive
educational programs such as post-
cards from around the world to illus-
trate different musical scales,” he

says.  “By the end of the series, the
kids are able to recognize by ear and
name what is a major scale, a minor
scales, an harmonic minor scale, a
melodic minor scale, a pentatonic
scale, or a middle-eastern scale.”
Kohl hopes to develop a board of di-
rectors in Lamorinda and increase the
orchestra's involvement in his com-
munity.

      
For more information and to pur-

chase tickets, visit http://www.pacific-
chambersymphony.org/.
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The Pacific Chamber Symphony Expands to Lamorinda
By Sophie Braccini

Upcoming Pacific Chamber Symphony
Performances at the Lafayette Library

Beethoven, Mozart, and Prokofiev
Saturday, Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m. at Lafayette Library 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Overture to "Le Nozze di Figaro
Sergei Prokofiev: Violin Concerto #2
with Igor Veligan, Soloist
Ludwig von Beethoven: Symphony #2

Delightful Strings and Joyful Songs
Feb. 27, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at Lafayette Library 
Alessandro Scarlatti: Su le Sponde del Tebro
for Soprano, Trumpet and Strings
Antonin Dvorák: Serenade for Strings

Majestic Masterpieces
April 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at Lafayette Library
George Frideric Handel:
Coronation Anthems 

The Pacific Chamber Symphony Photo provided 

Local Action for the Climate Summit in Paris
By Sophie Braccini

The United Nations climate
summit, which will take

place Nov. 20 to Dec. 11 in Paris,
will include representatives from
195 countries (196 adding the Eu-
ropean Union) who will work to-
ward an agreement with individual
commitments to reducing green-
house gas emission. Sustainable
Lafayette board member Wei-Tai

Kwok says, “This might be one of
the most important international ne-
gotiations in our lifetime.” 

     
Kwok and Sustainable

Lafayette president Steve Richard
have planned a series of local
events to inform residents and to
help them feel part of the interna-
tional event.  The two will share
what they have learned about cli-

mate issues with the community in
the weeks leading to the interna-
tional conference, and discuss the
importance of the upcoming Paris
talks – what they see as  the world's
first major step to reduce carbon
pollution and address climate
change since the Kyoto protocol.

     
On Thursday, Nov. 12, a few

weeks before the launch of the

summit, Kwok and Richard will fa-
cilitate a Climate Talk where they
will discuss the latest science on
climate change and what is at stake
with the Paris conference.  The
Nov. 12 presentation is free and
will take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
1035 Carol Lane in Lafayette. Both
Richard and Kwok were trained at
The Climate Reality Project, a
three-day seminar led by Al Gore.   

     
“I had never been in such a di-

verse international environment,”
says Richard about the Miami
training.  “Top scientists were pre-
senting to leaders from all over the
planet, sharing knowledge and
practices; it was exhilarating.”
Kwok went to Miami in 2013 for
the same training and presented an
abbreviated version of his experi-
ence last year at the Lafayette Li-
brary. 

     
For Richard, it has been an al-

most 10-year journey since the first
time he saw Gore's documentary,
“An Inconvenient Truth,” in 2006.  

     
“As (my family and I) were

coming back from the theater, we
discussed what that meant for us,”
he remembers, “and the idea came
to me of reducing our own carbon
emission by 50 percent.”  Around
the same time he met Bart Carr, an-
other passionate Lafayette resident,
and together they founded Sustain-
able Lafayette, a movement that is
now involved in many projects and

initiatives around the city.

     
Kwok and Richard feel that the

Paris summit may be a turning
point in the consciousness of world
leaders, with the United States and
China having both made public
commitments to reduce their car-
bon emissions. “The purpose is to
reach an international agreement
for all countries with the objective
to limit the climate warming to 2
degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit),” says Steve Richard.

     
Two additional events are

scheduled in the days leading to the
summit.  The public is invited to a
buffet dinner to watch Gore
streamed live from Paris to discuss
how countries are being affected by
the climate crisis, as well as solu-
tions on hand at 6:30 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 13 at T's Firehouse Indian
restaurant in Lafayette. Advanced
tickets are $15 and may be pur-
chased online at sustainable-
lafayette.org or $20 at the door.
Then on Saturday, Nov. 21, Sus-
tainable Lafayette will participate
in the Northern California rally of
the People's Climate March, a
global solidarity effort in hundreds
of cities around the world.
Marchers will meet at Lafayette
BART at 10 a.m. and travel to-
gether for the noon march at Oak-
land’s Frank Ozawa Plaza.   For
more information, visit sustainable-
lafayette.org.

Wei-Tai Kwok, left, and Steve Richard want to do their part. Photo provided 
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Not to be missed Not to be missedLamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

ART

About Face - The Arts and Culture
Commission of Contra Costa County
is offering two-day self-portrait paint-
ing workshops at no cost to all Contra
Costa County veterans. Workshops
will take place in Martinez at
ARTU4iA, a working art studio led by
noted artist John Kleber. No art expe-
rience required. All painting materials
will be provided. Workshops are form
6 to 9 p.m. on Nov. 5, 17 and 19. Free
food and beverages will be provided.
Class size will be held up to 15 partic-
ipants. Register online at
AC5.org/ABOUTFACE.

Valley Art Gallery’s “Colorfall” ex-
hibit runs through Nov. 7. Fall is the
most colorful time of the year, with
russets and siennas joining the greens
and golds of summer. Valley Art
Gallery celebrates this expanded
palette with a new show, with a juried
selection of new work from a talented
group of local members.

The newest show at the Lafayette
Art Gallery is titled "Artful Gifting,”
which opened Nov. 3 and runs
through Dec. 26. Noted glass artist
David Strock will be featured as a
guest through Nov. 14. There will be
a free reception showcasing Strock’s
work, with beverages and snacks,
from noon to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.
8. For info, visit www.lafayetteart-
gallery.com.

The 9th Annual Artisan Faire in
Orinda will be held from 4 to 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 5 at the Orinda
Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante.
This is a perfect occasion to find hol-
iday gifts of unique and distinctive art
and craft pieces, including ceramics,
glass, painting, woodwork, clothing,
fiber art, clocks, jewelry, photography
and more. Complimentary wine tast-
ing will be offered at this festive event. 

The SMC Museum of Art lecture
“Another Kind of Truth” – in con-
versation with Mexican-American
artist Luis Gutierrez and Peruvian, cu-
rator and arts educator, Susana
Aragón, from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 5 in the Clayes Lounge in the
Soda Activity Center. $5 admission.
For info, visit www.stmarys-
ca.edu/museum. To RSVP, call (925)
631-4363.

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new ex-
hibit, “Yellowstone: Beauty, Beasts,
and Boneyards,” will feature oil land-
scapes by Orinda’s Lisa Gunn, whose
imaginative palette captures the prim-
itive character and timelessness of
Yellowstone National Park and its en-
virons. Also featured is a boldly-hued
collection of one-of-a-kind etched
tableware, handmade by guest artist
Lisa Neimeth in her studio, a con-
verted San Francisco chicken coop.
The show will run from Nov. 4 to Jan.
9 with a free reception from 5 to 7
p.m. on Nov. 7. The current show
“Color, Clay & Fire” featuring artists
Jacqueline Proulx and Marge Barta
Atkins runs through Oct. 31. For more
info, visit www.moragaartgallery.com
or call (925) 376-5407.

“Wild” Animal Portraits and
Cityscapes by Dan San Souci at the
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery, 3620 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. The Exhibit
runs from Nov. 6 to Dec. 5 with an
artist reception from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Nov. 6.

50th Annual Holiday Collection for
"Artful Giving" at the Valley Art
Gallery from Nov. 21 to Dec. 23. Our
new gift exhibition includes a wide
variety of beautifully crafted, ceramic,
wood and glass pieces, original de-
signer jewelry, holiday decorations,
small paintings and many other
unique, one-of-a-kind gift items.
There will be a free Open House re-
ception at the Gallery on from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 21. Stop
by for a beverage and a snack, see the
new show and meet the artists!

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art exhibit “The Axis Mundi/Open
Portals” is currently on display
through Dec. 6. Also on display are oil
paintings by William Keith, artwork
by Luis Guttierez, and “The Dr. Mau-

rice Al- berti Print Collection of Eu-
ropean and American Masters.” The
Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art
is open Wednesday through Sunday,
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the Saint
Mary’s College of California campus,
1928 Saint Mary's Road, Moraga. For
more information, visit
http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/saint-
marys-college-museum-of-art. (See
story page B1)

MUSIC

The Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center will be hosting its third an-
nual Teen Battle of the Bands from
4:30 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7. In this
popular event, teen bands will battle it
out on stage in front of their friends
and peers alike for cash and other
prizes. Radio station Live 105 will
make a return appearance. Local Wal-
nut Creek-based food trucks Tonli
Dumpling House and United Bites
will also be present. Raffle prizes will
be randomly awarded to audience
members between each set.

Electric jazz concert: Charged Par-
ticles from 7 to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov.
13 in the Lafayette Library Commu-
nity Hall. Charged Particles crosses
stylistic boundaries and blends multi-
ple traditions to create vital new
sounds in the electric jazz arena. The
trio's repertoire blends jazz styles with
elements from Latin music, classical
music, funk and more. Free.

Diablo Wind Symphony Concert at
5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15 at Cam-
polindo High School, 300 Moraga
Road, Moraga. The Diablo Wind
Symphony includes numerous SMC
wind and percussion players. Under
the artistic direction of SMC faculty
member John Maltester, they play a
spirited range of music from marches
to masterworks. Free.

The Moraga Library is pleased to
present classical guitarist, Peter
Fletcher, in concert at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 17. This evening concert is part
of a nationwide tour to promote
Fletcher’s new CD “Christmas Music
for Guitar.” Fletcher will perform se-
lections from this new CD as well as
music by Villa Lobos, Grieg, Albeniz,
Bach and Walton. For more info, visit
ccclib.org or call (925) 376-6852.

Voci Women’s Vocal Ensemble
looks to the heavens with “Celestial
Bodies: The Beauty of Distant
Things,” the 14th in its annual “Voices
in Peace” concert series at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 21 at St. Perpetua
Catholic Parish, 3445 Hamlin Rd.,
Lafayette. The Oakland-based cham-
ber group performs a radiant selection
of music that invokes the sun, moon,
and stars, and that voices the longing,
love, and other complex emotions
they inspire. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony begins
the new Lamorinda Season at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 in
the Community Hall. Tickets: $10-35.
Children with paying adult are free.
Tickets are available at www.brown-
papertickets.com or by calling 1-800-
838-3006. (See story page B7)

THEATER

“Chaste (an awful comedy )” by
Ken Prestininzi and directed by Re-
becca Engle, LeFevre Theatre, 1928
Saint Mary’s Road, Moraga.  A darkly
delicious comedy, about a trio of free-
thinking Victorians who bet their
friendship on a vow of abstinence.
Things get sticky quickly when their
high-minded living arrangements in-
vite desire, provoke jealousies, and
fan titanic egos. Show times: 2 p.m.,
4 p.m. and 8 p.m. times available on
different days from Thursday, Nov. 5
to Sunday, Nov. 8.  Tickets: $12; $8
students and seniors. Available one
hour before show time or online
h t t p : / / w w w . s t m a r y s -
ca.edu/node/139301.  (See story page
B5)

Join the Acalanes DramaDons in
their entertaining and comedic pro-
duction of “The Curious Savage,” di-
rected by Ed Meehan, Acalanes
drama teacher. The story playfully
highlights how, in a world that seems

motivated by greed and dishonesty at
7 p.m. Nov. 10, 12, 13 and 14 in the
Acalanes Little Theatre. Tickets are
available in November during lunch
at AHS or online at ahsperformin-
garts.org. Limited ticket sales at the
door. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Cost:
adults $12; students and seniors $7.
(See story page B4)

Variations, a brand new student-
run production highlighting the
Saint Mary's Dance Company, is a
representation of each choreographer
in the concert. This production will in-
clude two different evenings of con-
certs (Concert A and Concert B),
presenting choreography by graduat-
ing seniors. "Variations" opens Nov.
19 for a one-weekend run in the inti-
mate LeFevre Theatre at Saint Mary's
College. Tickets: $5 general; free for
SMC students with ID. Purchase on-
line at www.stmarys-ca.edu/variations
or at box office, one hour to curtain.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Moraga Movers and the Moraga
Library present “Book Talking” at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 4 at the Mor-
aga Library, featuring speaker Marian
Neilson of Orinda Books. 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Wine & Tapas Speaker Series pres-
ents: Wealth Inequality: History and
Implications from 7 to 9 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 14 at 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Ramsay Thomas’ presenta-
tion will highlight the events and
trends that have led to inequality, the
impacts of inequality on the current
world, and the implications for the fu-
ture. Free.

The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette
(OML) Branch of the AmericanAs-
sociation of University Women
(AAUW) will feature Graciela Tis-
careno-Sato, publisher, speaker and
bilingual STEM consultant, at 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 17 at the Holy Trinity
Serbian Cultural Center, 1700 School
Street, Moraga. For membership in-
formation, visit the Branch website:
http://oml-ca.aauw.net.

Lamorinda Republican Women
Federated luncheon speaker will be
Larry Greenfield, who writes widely
on American politics and U.S. foreign
policy and appears frequently in the
media as a popular spokesman for
economic freedom, religious liberty,
America's founding first principles,
and the defense of U.S. national secu-
rity interests. Greenfield will speak at
11:15 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 19 at the
Orinda Country Club. Cost: $26 per
person with lunch; $15 per person,
speaker only. Register by Nov. 13 by
calling Sheri Rosen at (925) 935-4847
or email Reservations@lamorindare-
publicanwomen.org.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Oakland ZooMobile animals and
their ambassadors will visit the Mor-
aga Library at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.
17. Look and learn about animals on
this early school dismissal day. Space
is limited for this free event; register
online or by contacting the library. For
elementary students K-5. 

OTHER

A Gathering of the Tribal Knowl-
edge – a panel discussion covering
the historical, social, archival and cul-
tural influences and aspects of the
Grateful Dead with long-time mem-
bers of the Grateful Dead extended
family will be held at 6 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, Nov. 6 and 7 at the
Town Hall Theatre in Lafayette.  Fol-
lowing the discussion will be an his-
toric musical celebration featuring
Grateful Dead tribute band The
Golden Rose. For schedule and tick-
ets, visit www.townhalltheatre.com.

Lafayette Juniors 22nd Annual
Rummage Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7 at Our Saviors
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Special early bird entrance
fee: $5 per adult from 7 to 8 a.m. Pre-
loved designer clothes, baby and kid
clothes, toys, and gear, furniture,
household goods, and much more. For
info, visit www.lafayettejuniors.org.
                   ... continued on next page

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor
Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church 

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda 
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org 
Sunday 8am &10am Rite II services. 
Music at both service. Choir at 10am. 
Sunday School & childcare at 10am. 

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19 

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Teen Faith Formation    Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship   Sunday 6 pm

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
925-283-8722                        LOPC.org    
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Sundays, 9 & 10:30am
10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

THIS IS THE AD WHICH SHOULD BEGIN RUNNING SEPTEMBER 9 



The Rheem Theatre is starting a new
monthly film program beginning this Fri-

day, Nov. 6, entitled The Bay Area Film Series.
This unique series will showcase Bay Area film-
makers’ projects and provide local filmmakers
with a venue to screen their films before an au-
dience. The first film will be “Losing Her,” the
Best Feature winner at the Noor Film Festival in
Los Angeles and the Golden Ace Award winner
at the Las Vegas International Film Festival.
“Losing Her” will show at 2, 4, and 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday. Director Dave
Moutray will be at the 2 p.m. showing on Satur-
day, Nov. 7. Come meet Moutray and learn more
about what it takes to write, produce and direct
an independent film. 

      
Moutray, an award-winning director and

screenwriter has an M.A. in English and an
M.F.A. in screenwriting. Originally from the
Midwest, he fulfilled his love for film in the Bay
Area. He is a co-founder of Crux Jinx Produc-
tions, LLC in San Francisco, and the founder of
the Bay Area Film Mixer, which allows film-
makers from around the Bay to network and cre-
ate a tighter community of like-minded film
professionals.

      
As a filmmaker, his focus is on character and

story driven narratives, regardless of genre. “Los-
ing Her” is the story of a man distraught over the
loss of his fiancée. He joins a grief therapy group,
and interacts with a group of strangers who are
also sharing the loss of a loved one. He finds
comfort in their stories of grief, but his own story
holds a devastating secret.

OTHER ... continued

Join Joy in Motion on World Kind-
ness Day for the Dance for Kindness
at 11 a.m. on Nov. 8 at Elam and Mar-
garet Brown Plaza across the Street
from Safeway at the corner of Moraga
Road and Mt. Diablo Boulevard in
Lafayette. Groups from across the
globe join together to perform a Kind-
ness Freezemob/Flashmob to the
same song, same dance, all happening
on the same day. Everyone can partic-
ipate. For info, visit www.joyinmo-
tiondance.org. 

The Stroke Support Group of Con-
tra Costa County will hold its No-
vember meeting from 7 to 9 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 9 in the Sterns Confer-
ence Room at John Muir Medical
Center - Walnut Creek Campus (1601
Ygnacio Valley Road.) The speaker
will be Rev. Suzanne Tindall, who will
discuss “Grief Following Illness and
Loss.” For further information about
the Stroke Support Group, contact Ann
Dzuna at (925) 376-6218. Free.

The Moraga Movers will hold its
regularly scheduled dinner meeting
at the St. Mary's Soda Center at 6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 9, preceded by social
hour at 5 p.m. An "activities evening"
is planned with staffed tables to en-
courage interest in bridge, book club,
board games and an informal bocce
ball court set up. For info, or to make
reservation before midnight on Nov.
4, call (925) 376-6622.

Veterans Day Ceremony from 9 to
10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11 at Mor-
aga Commons Park to honor all who
served in times of war and in times of
peace. Speakers and refreshments
sponsored by the Town of Moraga and
Moraga Boy Scout Troops 212, 234,
246 and 249.

Saint Mary’s College Guild’s Har-
vest Luncheon, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12 at the SMC Soda
Center. A traditional Thanksgiving
luncheon will be served.  Cost: $35
per person. All donations will benefit
the Saint Mary’s Scholarship fund.
Mail checks to: SMC Guild, 828
Crossbrook St., Moraga, CA 94556.
Questions? Call Dolores at (925) 376-
4339.

Lafayette Nursery School Open
House from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14.  Come see what
Lafayette Nursery School is all about.
This school admits students of any
race, color, national or ethnic origin.
For info, visit www.lafayettenurs-
eryschool.org.

"Walk For A Cure" Oakmont Me-
morial Park Cancer Walk from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14 at the
Oakmont Memorial Park and Mortu-
ary, Lafayette. $20. Register at
www.OakmontCancerWalk.com.

Shine A Light on Lung Cancer
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 19 at the Walnut Creek Library
Oak Room, 1644 N. Broadway.  Join
an engaging panel of medical experts
as they cover the most current infor-
mation regarding screening recom-
mendations, genomic profiling,
immunotherapy, targeted therapy, ra-
diation therapy and surgical tech-
niques.  Also included will be an
inspiring lung cancer survivor’s story.
Q & A session will follow presenta-
tion.  Free. Reservation recom-
mended; call (925) 677-5041.

Orinda Holiday Bazar from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Nov. 21 at the Orinda
Community Center. There are over 20
new exhibitors this year featuring suc-
culents, handmade cards, lotions,
women's clothing, handmade bags,
knitwear, decorative trays, candles and
paper mache items.

Holiday Boutique supporting New
Day for Children from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane in
Lafayette. Start your holiday shopping
while supporting a local faith-based
Safe House for young girls who have
been rescued from human trafficking.
For info, visit www.newdayforchil-
dren.com.

18th Cycle Recycle, held by Bobbie
and Tom Preston, will be held
throughout November. New and/or
used bikes and trikes in working order
or repairable, or useable bike parts
may be delivered to the side driveway
of the Preston’s home at 1307 Larch
Avenue in Moraga. No skateboards or
plastic bikes please; no need to call be-
forehand, but for more information
contact Bobbie at (925) 376-8474.

SENIORS

Drop-In Mah Jongg - Calling all
Mah Jongg players!Bring your card
and mah jongg set every Tuesday af-
ternoon from to 3 p.m. in the Lafayette
Community Center Cedar Room. This
group is for all levels. No need to
RSVP – just show up and pay at the
door. Free for Senior Services mem-
bers; $10 non-members.

Dementia Roadmap: From Diagno-
sis to Family Care at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 11 at the Eldercare
Walnut Creek office at 1808 Tice Val-

ley Blvd., Walnut Creek. Join Linda
Fodrini-Johnson as she discusses what
you need to know, what you need to
plan, and what you and your family
can do when faced with the challenges
of dementia. No fee and limited seat-
ing. Advance registration required. To
register for an event call (866) 760-
1808 or email info@eldercarean-
swers.com.

GARDEN

The Walnut Creek Garden Club
will meet from 9:30 a.m. to noon
Monday, Nov. 9 at the Gardens at
Heather Farm located at 1540 March-
banks Road in Walnut Creek. The
topic of the program is Special Flow-
ers and Arrangements for the Holiday
Season. Anna Cambell grows unusual
flowers on her own farm and will
share her “live art” with a hands-on
demonstration of unique and simple
arrangements. You do not need to be
a gardener to join the WCGC. For
more info, email
mslittle44@gmail.com.

Lafayette Garden Club, November
meeting and program will feature
Najat Nicola, owner of “Floral Design
By Najat” and longtime exhibitor for
the annual Bouquets to Art, who will
demonstrate her renowned floral de-
signing talent in a program entitled
“Holiday Arrangements” from 9:30
a.m. to noon Thursday, Nov. 12 at the
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Hall,
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Guests wel-
come! For info, email
cpoetzsch@gmail.com.

The Moraga Garden Club will hold
its general meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 19 at the Holy Trinity
Church, 1700 School Street, Moraga.
Guest speaker will be Rebecca Sweet,
who will give a presentation entitled
"Refresh Your Garden." Interested
parties are welcome for the 9:30 a.m.
social time and marketplace table, fol-
lowed by the meeting at 10 a.m.

Montelindo Garden Club Meeting
will be at 9 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 20
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66
St. Stephens Drive, Orinda. Visitors
welcome. Topic: Bee Friendly Gar-
dening. The speaker will be K. Ruby
Blume, gardener, beekeeper and
founder of The Institute of Urban
Homesteading, who will be dis-
cussing the important roles of bees in
our garden.
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Not to be missed Not to be missed

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Please submit events to: 
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Service Clubs
Announcements

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

A global volunteer organization working to improve
the lives of women and girls through programs
leading to social and economic empowerment. 

Contact us:
Letters to the editor (max 350 words):  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures:  sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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General interest stories/Community Service:  
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Award-Winning Film, ‘Losing Her,’ Kicks Off  The Bay Area
Film Series at the Rheem Theatre
By Derek Zemrak

More Upcoming Events at the Rheem Theatre
Mark your calendars for
Saturday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m.
for the return of live music
at the Rheem.  Patti Lei-
decker, a talented com-
poser, singer and piano
player has been in the
music business for almost
50 years. She will be
singing and playing every-
one’s favorite holiday
songs on the baby grand
piano once owned by Hol-
lywood comedic genius,
Dom DeLuise.  She com-
poses original material and
performs standards and
show tunes. Leidecker has
performed at Clint East-
wood's Mission Ranch Inn
in Carmel on Wednesday nights for the past eight years.  Come sing along
with Leidecker and get into the holiday spirit.  Tickets are $15 general ad-
minssion, $12 for seniors / children and include holiday cookies and punch.
This will be a great event for the youngest and the young at heart.

Patti Leidecker Photo provided

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Speaker: Mike Vigo - The Bee
Ranch

November 6:
Speakers: Jan Cushman/Gail
Chesler Trek Trek -
Empowering Young Women

November 13:

Look for an upcoming Cold Weather Coat and Clothing Drive partnering
with the Monument Crisis Center. There will be donation drop-off bins,
located in each Lamorinda city, in late November or early December.

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
3666 Mt. Diablo   Blvd, Lafayette.



Iwas perusing Facebook a few weeks ago, and found that my
daughter’s good friend, Jose Gonzalez, had posted a photo of

these delicious-looking quiche-like “muffins.”  Immediately, I
messaged him to see if he would share the recipe with me for the
food column, because they looked so good. Of course, he said yes!
That’s what is so fun about FB, you never have to wait to long for
an answer.

      
Jose said that the idea for making these “muffins” surfaced be-

cause he wanted to make a quiche, but didn’t want to bother with
the crust and all of that. Then, he saw the muffin tin and thought,
why not make little individual quiches?

      
“This was something I could just store in the refrigerator and

easily heat up for a meal, or take them on the go,” he said. 

      
When Jose is not acting, dancing or auditioning, he also is a

substitute grade school teacher, and with such a crazy schedule, a
good meal that can go with him is great to have.

      
Jose, who was born and raised in Oakland, went to college

with my daughter and, it is fun to note, I first met him when they
sang a duet together for a musical at San Jose State. Since then,
Jose has performed in the national tour of Memphis and was also
in the cast of all three Woodminster Theater musicals in Oakland
this past summer. Now, he is back in New York City, hoping to
land a show on Broadway.

      
Since I was going to visit my daughter in just a few weeks after

his posting, we decided that the three of us would meet up at his
apartment and make this recipe together, which we did last week
and it was so much fun. They are really easy, and great for a fancy
brunch, or to take on the road for those with a busy, hectic schedule.
What I really like about them, too, is the fact that they are chock-
full of sautéed onion, garlic, bacon, cheese and lots of fresh
spinach. The beauty of this recipe is that you can also change it up
and add any sort of veggie or sausage that you like. They would
also work well, I think, with just egg whites instead of whole eggs,
for those who prefer to omit the yolk. And, if you make them in
the mini muffin tins, they would be the perfect finger food for any
kind of party, brunch, lunch or dinner.
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Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977

today

Advertise

Business Directory

GardeningUnderpinning

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorindawww.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

Present this coupon for

off any 
service.

*May not be
combined with
any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2015.

*

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can be found
at Across the Way in Moraga, www.amazon.com, and www.taxbites.net. 
Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our website: www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you
would like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or
call our office at (925) 377-0977.

Quiche Muffins Make a Quick Meal
By Susie Iventosch

INGREDIENTS
6 strips of bacon, cooked crispy and
crumbled (reserve 2 tablespoons of the
grease for onions)
1 yellow onion, coarsely chopped
1 clove garlic, minced 
2 cups chopped fresh spinach
½ to ¾ cup grated mozzarella cheese
8 eggs

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350F.  Spray a muffin tin
with coconut spray or PAM. 
Cook bacon until crispy. (If you prefer, you
can use pre-cooked bacon and then just use
oil or butter to sauté the onion and garlic.)
Set aside until cool, and discard all but a
couple tablespoons of the bacon grease.
Crumble the bacon.
In the same pan, cook the onions and garlic
until translucent. Add spinach and cook for
just a few minutes. 
Meanwhile, beat eggs in a large bowl. Add
the veggies, bacon and cheese to the eggs
and mix well. 
Distribute the egg mixture evenly into the
muffin tins. You will have some of the
mixture leftover for a second batch, maybe
about four of them. (You can also use the
larger muffin tins, or the mini muffin tins
for this recipe. Just adjust cooking time as
necessary.)
Bake for 30 minutes, or until done in the
center. Eat right away, or cool and store in
containers for quick meals during the
week.

Jose Gonzalez with his creation Photo Susie Iventosch

Jose’s Spinach Quiche Muffins Photo Jose Gonzalez

Specialties of  the House: The Hunt for Happy Hour
By A.K. Carroll

This week’s Hunt for Happy Hour, which brings you the
freshest and finest when it comes to discounted beverages

and premium small bites in the Lamorinda area, focuses on La
Finestra, a Sicilian dining spot with old-world charm and classic
cocktails.

      
Recently, I have been watching The Dick Van Dyke Show –

light-hearted, black and white, 1960s television. I watch Laura
Petrie prance around her suburban New York bungalow, baking
cakes and shredding cabbage, making coffee in pedal pushers
and a sweater. Something about this version of life seems simple,
straightforward, classic. It is the same sort of classic I feel when

I pass through the light-trimmed archway that leads to La Fines-
tra. It is not trendy or hipster chic. There are no brass-studded
chairs, tiny pots of succulents or a reclaimed wood bar. In fact,
there is no bar at all. What it does have, however, is old-school
charm along with an air of old-world Italy.

      
The best feature of happy hour at La Finestra is the restaurant

itself. Photos, paintings and prints of the Italian peninsula fill the
walls, along with framed maps of the region and gold-trimmed
mirrors flanked in green shutters. The emerald trim is flaking and
worn, a little like Italy itself, where you’ll find more character
and care than you will sleek shellac or stuck-up service. Opened
by owner Jeff Assadi and Sicily-native Andrea Ditta in 1999, La
Finestra is the sort of restaurant that has a banquet room rather
than a lounge and an ambiance that calls for classic piano. 

      
There are other throwbacks as well – servers clad in white

shirts and black pants, Lucinda script menus and white-clothed
tables. It is a respectful sort of formality that is consistent
throughout the service. Now open seven days a week, with the
recent addition of a weekend brunch, La Finestra features a
happy hour that lasts the length of the afternoon, starting at 2
p.m. and running until 5:30 p.m. All beer, wine and cocktails are
discounted by $2, from a cold bottle of Stella to a spicy glass of
Toscolo Chianti. Cocktails are simple, but clean – no home-made
lavender syrup, smoked bourbon, or fruit-infused spirits to be
found. A tart, crisp cosmo is made with cranberry, vodka and
triple sec, while the house mimosa (only $6 during happy hour)
features fresh-squeezed orange juice whose pulp dances on bub-
bles.

      
Drinks can be enjoyed throughout the restaurant, on the mo-

saic tables out front, or in the glints of sunlight found on the
quaint side patio. “We don’t have a bar or a television,” says As-
sadi. “To me when you have food and wine and cocktails, you
don’t want distraction.” Happy hour is strictly for drinks, though
if you’re feeling a bit peckish, Assidi recommends the scalene,
an abalone and sea scallop patty served in garlic cream sauce, or
the jumbo prawns sautéed with pine nuts and raisins and served
on a crostini. There is also the restaurant’s trademark wild mush-

room and sun-dried tomato polenta.

      
Close the keyboard and put away your phone. Order yourself

an afternoon mimosa or pre-dinner drink and take a trip back to
the classic simplicity of cocktail hour.

When: 2-5:30 pm, Monday-Sunday
Where: 100 Lafayette Cir #101, Lafayette
Drinks: $2 off all beer, wine and cocktails
Recommended: $8 Cosmopolitan and $6 Fresh-squeezed
Mimosa

Photos A.K. Carroll



The fans were still pouring
into Bob Wilson Stadium

when junior Kannah Cruickshank
hauled in the opening kickoff and
ran the ball back 97 yards to give
Campolindo an immediate 7-0
lead. It was a lead that the home
team wouldn't hand back.

     
“There's a lot of levels of

sweetness to this victory,” head
coach Kevin Macy said after
Campo (8-1 overall, 5-0 DFAL)
thumped Miramonte (8-1 overall,
4-1 DFAL) 37-0 on Oct. 30.

     
With the decisive win, the

Cougars are now guaranteed at
least a share of the DFAL title for
the fifth consecutive season and
have now ripped off 29 consecu-
tive league wins – including five in
a row over the Mats.

     
Even though the Cougars are

the reigning Division III state
champions, Macy loves to position
his squad as the underdogs.

     
“We're a bunch of no-name

kids,” Macy said. “But they play
as a team and that's all we can ask
for.”

     
In the beatdown of their neigh-

bors, the Cougars literally were
no-names, taking the field in uni-
forms that only had numbers on
the back. Afterward, Macy insisted
that there was no symbolic mean-
ing behind the team's attire.

     
“We have these red jerseys that

we only pull out once a year for
special games. So, every year the
jerseys just get passed down to an-
other group of kids,” Macy said.
“That's why there's no names. But,
maybe you're right. Maybe it was
perfect.”

     
Of all the nameless players in

red, it was the secondary that stole

the show. The Cougars intercepted
four passes from Miramonte junior
signal-caller Tim Tague, who had
uncorked just four picks all season
entering the night.

     
“We've just got smart kids. In

the secondary, you need smart
kids,” Macy said. “And I think
they were ready. These kids, they
wanted their chance to take on this
high-power(ed) offense.”

     
Campo didn't just take on the

high-powered attack – they took it
apart.

     
Before getting dismantled by

the Cougars, Miramonte had aver-
aged 45 points per game. Against
their local rivals, the Mats didn't
have any answers for Campo's
swarming defense. It didn't help
that Tague lost his top target in the
first quarter when senior wide re-
ceiver Sutter Lindberg left the
game with a knee injury.

     
While Miramonte's air attack

was stalled out, Campo's running
game was relentless. Running
back Niki Moore ran for 99 yards
on 18 carries and Jack Cassidy
chipped in two rushing touch-
downs.

     
Even though Miramonte was

on the wrong side of the scoreline,
head coach Jack Schram offered
praise for his defense.

     
“They only got one touchdown

where they drove the ball on us.
Our defense did an outstanding
job,” Schram said. “The kick re-
turn and the bad field position be-
cause we didn't convert the fourth
down (really hurt us).”

     
With three minutes to go in the

second quarter, the Mats made the
ill-fated decision to go for it on
fourth down. The Mats ended up

turning the ball over to Campo on
their own 34-yard line and the
home team promptly punched in a
touchdown to make it 23-0.

     
The rout of Miramonte was

more than just another win for the
Cougars who remain undefeated in
DFAL.

     
“At this point, this was our

championship game for the year.
Especially because it's been a long
year of everybody in the league
wanting to knock us off,” Macy
said. “They looked at us as
wounded prey this year after los-
ing all our big-name kids. So, it's
been a long, grueling year for this
group.”
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Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2015 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for HS.  Ages 6-19. Girls welcome through middle school.
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at
the Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For middle and elementary school ages, contact head youth Coach Adam Browne
for more info: adam.browne6@gmail.com. For High School, contact Recruiting
Director Steve Peterson at stevepetersonhome@yahoo.com. 

Campolindo Cruises Past Miramonte 37-0
By Karl Buscheck

Niki Moore (44) Photos Gint Federas

Jack Cassidy

Tim Tague



The Saint Mary’s women’s vol-
leyball team is an intriguing

mix of inexperience and raw talent.
After graduating seven players last
spring, coach Rob Browning has
faced the challenge of balancing a
bundle of new players, mostly fresh-
man, and preparing his team for gru-
eling matchups against quality WCC
opponents. 

      
“Our conference is so good that it

maybe looks like we’re not that good,
but we’re actually pretty good,”
Browning explained. 

      
The Gaels’ inexperience and raw

talent was never more apparent than
their recent loss to conference oppo-
nent Loyola Marymount (LMU) last
Thursday. In a five-set loss to LMU,
the Gaels played the more polished
Lions into a deciding fifth set where
they just couldn’t overcome their
more disciplined, experienced oppo-
nents.

      
The Gaels roster features youth

across the board. Out of the team’s 11
players, there are five freshmen, five
sophomores, and only one junior.
Making an immediate impact this
season for Saint Mary’s has been a
quartet of starting freshmen: Lindsey
Knudsen, Sarah Chase, Payton Rund,
and Lindsey Calvin. 

      
According to Chase, who stands

second on the team in kills and points,

inexperience has contributed to some
of the closer losses suffered by the
Gaels this season. “We’ve been really
close with all these teams and just fin-
ishing off the last five points has been
a real struggle for us,” Chase said. 

      
Similar to Chase, freshman Lind-

sey Knudsen, from Valencia (Calif.),
has played extremely well in her first
college season. Leading the team in
both kills and service aces, she has
played in all 74 sets this year for Saint
Mary’s. She credits the team’s de
facto veterans – sophomores Mary
Hernandez, Madi Wilkerson, and
Alexis Salmons – with ensuring a
smooth transition to college volley-
ball for her and her fellow freshmen. 

      
The team embraces the chal-

lenges that come along with inexpe-
rience, but acknowledge that in order
to reach their ceiling, they need con-
sistency. “One of the things that is a
sign of inexperience or being young
is inconsistency,” coach Browning
said. 

      
Alexis Salmons, a redshirt soph-

omore and player who has suddenly
been thrust into a leadership role,
echoed her coach’s sentiments. “Rob
says we ride a rollercoaster a lot,”
Salmons explained. “Sometimes we
can be playing super well and some-
times we can go down and get into a
rut.”

      
While slumps have hindered their

success this season, the Gaels’ brief
explosions of dominance offer
glimpses into what should be a bright
future. In early October, for instance,
in a match against conference leader
USD, currently ranked 24th in the
country, the Gaels dropped the first
two sets, but then, in the third set, took
an 18-10 lead and eventually won 25-
19.

      
Browning, who is now in his 11th

season at Saint Mary’s, has high ex-
pectations for his team going forward.
“We’re going to be very, very good
next year,” said Browning. “The tra-
jectory they’re on is really exciting.”
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reach 60,000+ with your ad

SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  
Email to: 

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor
Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Lafayette Painting
All phases and types of painting work done

on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.  

Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Home & Pet Care

Local retired teacher offers
overnight care, rides to BART,
light laundry and house tidying.
References 925-699-7722

Electric Wheel Chair
Pronto M41 - $900. Tight turning
radius and very stable wheel design.
300 lb. weight capacity & 17 mile
battery range. (925) 330-1983

Wheel Chair for Sale

Lindsey Knudsen (17) and Sarah Chase (15) Photos Tod Fierner

Alexis Salmons

Future is Bright for Gaels’ Volleyball
By Dean Boerner

NCS Water Polo Playoffs
Begin 

The NCS released its playoff
brackets Nov. 1 for boys and

girls water polo. For the girls, the
first round begins Wednesday, Nov.
4. The boys’ tournament begins
Thursday, Nov. 5. 
Girls
      The Lamorinda girls’ programs
earned the top three seeds in the Di-
vision II NCS bracket: 
      The No. 1 seed Miramonte Lady
Mats (17-6 overall, 5-0 DFAL) ended
league-play on a high note, beating
both Acalanes and Dougherty Valley,
polishing off a perfect record in
league and securing the DFAL title.
Also, on Oct. 27, the Mats handed
San Ramon Valley – NorCal’s top
team and perennial powerhouse – its
first loss of the season. The girls took
fifth place at the NorCal Champi-
onships Oct. 31 at Sacred Heart (Palo
Alto, Calif.), defeating the Campo
Lady Cougars 10-7. On Wednesday,
Nov. 4 the Mats will host No. 16
Marin Academy at 6:45 p.m. 
      On the other side of the bracket
are the No. 2 seed Lady Cougars (13-
9 overall, 3-2 DFAL) and the No. 3
seed Acalanes Lady Dons (14-8 over-
all, 4-1 DFAL). The two teams met
last month in one of the season’s most
thrilling matches, where the Dons
beat the Cougars at home in triple
overtime. The Cougars will meet No.
15 Bishop O’ Dowd in Moraga at 7
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 4; The Dons
will host No. 14 Ukiah at 6:45 p.m.
Wednesday. The two teams could
meet again in the NCS semifinal
match on Wednesday, Nov. 11.

Boys
      In Division I boys’ water polo,
DFAL co-champions Miramonte
(14-10 overall, 4-1 DFAL) and
Campolindo (15-9 overall, 3-2
DFAL) find themselves in a unique
situation. The No. 3 seed Mats and
the No. 6 seed Cougars have met in
the NCS championship each of the
last two seasons – Campo won in
2013, Miramonte in 2014. This fall,
however, the two are on the same
side of the bracket and, should they
win their opening-round matches
Thursday, Nov. 5 – at home against
No. 14 Washington (8 p.m.) and
No. 11 Alameda (6:15 p.m.), re-
spectively – the two would meet at
Miramonte on Saturday, Nov. 7.
The Mats beat the Cougars 9-7 in
Orinda during the regular season on
Oct. 14.
      The No. 5 seed Acalanes Dons
(13-10 overall, 3-2 DFAL) finds it-
self on the opposite side of the
bracket as its rivals. The team had
an up-and-down October, at one
point dropping six of seven
matches. The team ended the sea-
son on a high note, however, beat-
ing St. Francis (Mountain View,
Calif.) 12-9, losing a close match to
EBAL champions and No. 2 seed
San Ramon Valley, and polishing
off the regular season with a con-
vincing 20-7 win over DFAL-rival
Alhambra. The team will open the
tournament at 8 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 5 at home against Mission San
Jose (Fremont, Calif.).  S. Silva

Tyler Abramson Photo Gint Federas

Nanny

Local, mature and very exp. Nanny
is avail. to care for infants and
young children in your home. 
Full-time or part time. Has her own
car. Has had CPR training.
References available. Please call
Roxana at 925-768-2323.
Enthusiastic, hard working and
reliable. Can start work immediately. Landscaping

AZ Landscaping
Lawn removal, New planting,

Drip system irrigation 
azgreenwork@gmail.com

(925) 584-2996



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, November 4, 2015 C3

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size:  200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Follow us on 
Twitter@

LamorindaSports

-    Orinda's Taverna Pellegrini: A Place to Come Back To
-    Group Demands Weil's Ouster from MOFD Board
-    Miramonte Defeats Campo in NCS Final Rematch
-    Making the Most of Your College Admissions Interview
-    Charles R. Vierra
-    Developer Must Yield for Story Poles in Burton Valley
-    District Grapples with Old Schools, More Kids
-    PG&E High Wire Act Wraps Up
-    Lafayette Little League Standout Set to Star on Big League

Stage
-    Back and Forth Bargaining Between the College and the Town

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories
From Our Last Issue:

LMSC U14 Girls Win Placer United Cup
Submitted by Christine Pitt

Back row, from left: Caroline Scofield, Ivy Souza, Isla Burch, Caitlin McDonagh, Monique Zarling, Yasmeen Dao,
Catherine Liu and Anna Pitt; front row: Katheryn Dunn, Emily Cohen, Mallory Louis, Sierra Harley, Tatiana Berestka,
Jordan Goularte and Imogene Carlos; not pictured: Malika Haji Photo provided

The Lamorinda Navy U14 girls were champi-
ons of the Gold division at the Placer United

Girls Cup. The team went 3-0-1 over the course of
the tournament, outscoring their opponents 10-1.

Lamorinda U15 Girls Premier Win
Placer  Championship
Submitted by Marcia Holbrook

Photo provided

The Lamorinda U15 Girls Premier team won the
Placer United Girls Cup, the most competitive

event offered in Northern California during the fall, Oct.
24-25. The tournament averages 210 teams and attracts
the best talent from Northern California and the Western
United States. The girls entered the tournament on the
heels of several big wins and growing confidence. They
opened with a 3-0 shutout of the Oakland Alameda Bay
Oaks Soccer Club and then beat the Ceres Earthquake
FC Elite 6-1. In the semifinal on Sunday morning, the
girls lost a 1-0 lead with 30 seconds left, which led to a

sudden-death penalty shootout. A big save by injured
goalie Dariana Mihalache and five successful Lamor-
inda penalty kicks secured the team a 5-4 victory. In the
final, on Sunday afternoon, the girls matched up against
their archrival: the Davis Legacy Soccer Club. The
match was close throughout, but ultimately, it was Lam-
orinda that closed out the match with a late goal, ensur-
ing the 2-0 win. The girls are currently ranked No. 3 in
Northern California and 31st in the country. Congratu-
lations to the Premier soccer team for their Placer
Championship!

Sleepy Hollow USPTA
Junior Tournament a
Huge Success
Submitted by Barbara Burkhalter

Pictured: Alex Thornton, boys 12 winner, with his trophy
Photo Grace Wilson

Under the direction of club
pro Jim Coyne, Sleepy Hol-

low Swim and Tennis Club in
Orinda hosted a USPTA tourna-
ment Oct. 2-4. It hosted over 60
junior tennis players who com-
peted in six different age groups.

Winners: Boys 10, Ioann Timo-
khin; Girls 10, Sofia Kohn; Boys
12, Alex Thornton; Girls 12, Ali-
cia Babson; Boys 14, Dominic
Davidson; and Girls 14, Anya
Mortensen.

Lamorinda United U10 Boys Win
IMPACT Boo Fest Championship
Submitted by Mike Bonardi 

Team: Brant Ballantyne, Andrew Harrick, Charlie Lewis (not pictured),Dune Gesink, Everett Glass, Gabe Roman,
Hugo Metzgen, Jake Boselli, Landon Fly, Luke Bonardi, Sam Babir, Tarak Watkins and Will Atwood. Coach: Jake Wilson

Photo provided

The Lamorinda United U10 Boys Navy team
claimed the IMPACT Boo Fest Champi-

onship. The boys played great soccer and won all

four games over the Oct. 24-25 weekend in Antioch,
California.
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Watch for Love
Lafayette Nov. 18th

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.• Comprehensive Vision Testing • Eye Disease Diagnosis • Specialty Contact Lens Care • Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses
1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A

Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste l

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

30 years experience

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

small businesses.

Consultation, Preparation, 
Representation, Planning

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

SHOP MORAGA

Pet Shoppe
Rheem Valley

Pet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.             Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

1/4 page 3.625” x 4.75”

R
925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Lip Wax w/
Brow Wax

* new clients only

1375 Moraga Way, Moraga

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California 
Brake, Lamp &  
Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

OFFICIAL
LAMP

ADJUSTING
STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFICIAL

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed
Affordable, Competent,

Warm & Compassionate Adult Care
• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed
(925) 330-3999

Gardening Solutions Co.
Landscaping Design & Maintenance

(925) 376-7077
License# 783598

THE 
MORAGA 
BARBER SHOP

925-247-1101 • 1431 Moraga Way

Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-6, 
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

Thinking about re-entering the workforce or
making a career transition? 
Work with a local, experienced Career Coach.



Garage, noun: a building or shed
for housing a motor vehicle or

vehicles – a humble definition, unless
the structure has been reimagined.
Lafayette Community Foundation’s
Nov. 1 fundraising tour gave Lamorin-
dans an inside look at several unique
garage sites. For those who missed
out, here is a recap of three revamped

spaces.
The Birdhouse:

          
Hays Englehart, a self-pro-

claimed gearhead geek is delighted to
discuss his new 700-square-foot cus-
tom-built garage, saying it was “built
like a fine watch.” 

          
“This is not a shed,” he says em-

phatically. 

          
His granddaughter nicknamed

the garage “The Birdhouse,” referenc-
ing the 1966 Thunderbird Englehart
stores there. He also has a Triumph
Bonneville motorcycle, vintage blue
and silver Honda mini trail bike and
an award-winning 1958 balloon tire
Columbia bicycle.  This is a second
garage, which blends in with the exist-

ing home and allows Englehart’s wife
to park her car inside and off the street. 

          
Englehart chose Stevenson Con-

struction for the four-month project,
and praised his neighbors for being “so
cool” during the work. Although ele-
gant, the garage is definitely not frag-
ile. “The foundation alone is
four-foot-thick concrete,” he explains,
with rebar-reinforced piers. The 14-
feet ceilings allow clearance for the
four-post car lift. Each overhead beam
supports a 1,000-pound load.  The
walls are covered in 5/8 plywood, and
every third 2-by-2 stud was upgraded
to a 4-by-4. 

          
Englehart says if there is a “big

shake,” this is where he wants to be.
The site has a sandblast cabinet and
parts tank for motor work and 220
amp electrical services. The lighting is
all LED. Englehart designed and in-
stalled his air compressor system,
which he built using PVC schedule 40
pipe. He jokes he had the concrete
floor sealed with Epoxy and colored
dark red “to hide the blood.” 

          
“Every house I’ve ever owned

I’ve wanted a garage like this,” he says.
The garage may have been clean on
show day, but Englehart cannot wait
to get his hands dirty. He plans to pull
the T-bird’s engine and transmission
immediately.

                         
... continued on page D4
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L
amorinda

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian   ...read on page D12

Tour de Garage Aids Community Foundation
By Cathy Dausman

Sev and Margie Marsted toured the garage of Hays Englehart (on right). Photo Andy Scheck
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
23
25
11

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$318,000
$305,000
$850,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$3,150,000
$1,750,000
$3,300,000

LAFAYETTE
972 4th Street, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1636 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 9-11-15; 

Previous Sale: $729,000, 05-28-03
1181 Bacon Way, $745,000, 3 Bdrms, 1154 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-31-15
2427 Cherry Hills Drive, $825,000, 4 Bdrms, 1855 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-15-15; 

Previous Sale: $67,000, 04-03-87
1658 Glen Oak Court, $1,225,000, 5 Bdrms, 3366 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-14-15; 

Previous Sale: $395,000, 06-21-90
4038 Happy Valley Road, $2,095,000, 3 Bdrms, 3127 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 8-31-15
4087 Happy Valley Road, $3,150,000, 5 Bdrms, 3879 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 9-15-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 03-18-98
127 Marsha Place, $930,000, 4 Bdrms, 1535 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-11-15
554 Morecroft Road, $1,130,000, 4 Bdrms, 1997 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 9-11-15
1051 North Thompson Road, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 1847 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-31-
15; 

Previous Sale: $230,000, 12-07-95
722 Old Jonas Hill Road, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3353 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 9-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 08-18-04
2548 Pebble Beach Loop, $760,000, 2 Bdrms, 1871 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 9-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $699,000, 03-16-07
369 Read Drive, $2,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 3578 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 9-14-15; 

Previous Sale: $40,000, 10-22-76
1253 Rose Lane, $2,823,000, 5 Bdrms, 4826 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 9-1-15; 

Previous Sale: $2,500,000, 05-12-05
3500 Silver Springs Road, $1,720,000, 3 Bdrms, 2299 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 9-9-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,599,000, 06-27-12
1060 Silverhill Drive, $1,675,000, 5 Bdrms, 4095 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 9-17-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 02-07-12
3175 Teigland Road, $318,000, 5 Bdrms, 3583 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 9-11-15
1265 Upper Happy Valley Road, $2,850,000, 5 Bdrms, 3343 SqFt, 1936 YrBlt, 9-
15-15; 

Previous Sale: $615,000, 04-01-83
3620 Walnut Street, $1,509,000, 3147 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 9-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 06-13-06
14 White Oak Drive, $1,405,000, 4 Bdrms, 2935 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 9-1-15; 

Previous Sale: $556,000, 05-14-91
1024 Windsor Drive, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2209 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 9-3-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,219,500, 08-22-05
1010 Woodbury Road #101, $1,168,500, 9-18-15
1010 Woodbury Road #301, $1,774,000, 9-16-15
1010 Woodbury Road #302, $1,605,000, 9-15-15

... continued on page D13

WWW.FINOLAFELLNER.COM

SOLD! Represented Seller
4087 Happy Valley, Lafayette - Listed at $2,998,000

www.FinolaFellner.com  925.890.7807

SOLD! Represented Buyer
3840 Palo Alto, Lafayette - Listed at $1,890,000

BRE #01428834

SOLD! Represented Buyer
319 Tappan Terrace, Orinda - Listed at $2,475,000



Realtors Recommended for a Reason

Kurt Piper

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
www.KurtPiperGroup.com

License #: 01130308

Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper

Amy Price Scott Sans

415.606.2047 415.990.4929

925.997.6808 925.216.7583

O�ered at $1,795,000 
Visit KurtPiperGroup.com for more information.

Just Listed

• 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms. Approximately 3517 sq. ft. Built in 2001. .69± acre
• Gorgeous views of Mt. Diablo ridgeline & open space valleys and hills
• Gourmet kitchen includes custom cabinets, high-end stainless appliances 
• Kitchen/Family room combination is an inviting space for entertaining
• Great room o�ers views of the Lafayette hills and beautiful heritage oaks
• Adjoining living and formal dining room with fireplace and built-in speakers
• Delightful master retreat with spa tub, extra-large walk-in closet & fireplace
• “Jack and Jill” bedroom/bath layout. Large laundry room on bedroom level
• Separate fourth bedroom with adjoining full bath – guest room or home o�ce
• Vaulted ceilings, crown molding, custom lighting throughout 
• Two Trex decks ideally connected for al fresco dining and entertaining
• Dual zone air conditioning and heating units. Security alarm & fire sprinklers
• Minutes to town, trail, Walnut Creek and schools. Quiet court location

14 Diablo Oaks Way, Lafayette
O�ered  at $1,795,000
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Vintage Saloon:  

          
It is almost always casino night for Terry and

Nancy Engel. Truth be told, the couple agrees they
spend more time in their four-car bay than in any other
room in the house. And why not? Engel and his wife
have transformed the space so convincingly that a new-
comer’s jaw drops when first stepping inside. 

          
The heavily ornate red and black colors of the

drapes and walls, casino carpeting, poker tables and a
vintage 1890s full length bar are the show stoppers in
a lounge filled with memorabilia from Reno’s old
Harold’s Club.  

          
Terry Engel jokingly calls their space “a den of al-

cohol, tobacco and gambling.” 

          
“It has all the vices, except for the dancing girls,”

he adds. The solid oak furnishings show their age in a
fine patina. Engel made the frosted glass cashier sign,
and added a tin ceiling, stained glass skylights, a spit-
toon, mood lights and wall mirrors to make everything
sparkle. 

          
Only the garage door lift tracks betray the room’s

original design, and yes – even that is fully functional.

The Engels have owned this home for 12 years and
began collecting casino artifacts shortly after moving
in. It is a decidedly joint effort. 

          
“My wife is as guilty (of expanding the collection)

as I am,” Engel confides. “A month doesn’t go by that
we’re not adding something.” 

          
But this is not a “hands off ” collection – it is the

place for a weekly gathering of Engel’s friends, and al-
most everything works. Frankie Avalon croons “Venus”
from a Wurlitzer jukebox. The roulette wheel ball, when
thrown, stops on black-17, and the custom poker tables
are equipped with automatic card shufflers. There is
usually a sports event airing on television, and the bar
is well stocked. 

          
At Christmas poker tables are topped with red

and black tablecloths and small trees and become din-
ing space for family and friends. Although the space is
equipped with fire sprinklers, smoking is not allowed
inside. But Nancy has little worry about spills. “The
casino carpeting hides almost everything,” she says,
adding she even welcomes her brother’s dog.

                                                         
... continued on page D6

Tour de Garage ... continued from page D1

When the Engels learned of an 1890s-era bar for sale in Vancouver, Washington, they purchased it and had it
shipped to their Lamorinda home. Photos Cathy Dausman

Engel’s trophy business has allowed him to do some of
the glass etching on display at their casino garage.

The Wurlitzer jukebox plays 78 LP records. It is
stacked with music from Frankie Avalon, Ritchie
Valens, the Everly Brothers and Jerry Lee Lewis



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®
CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real

estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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INTERNATIONAL
DIAMOND SOCIETY

BAY AREA TOP 100

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-

pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Looking to sell or buy?  

Chad Morrison
Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com    
www.sellinglamorinda.com CalBRE# 01905614

Now is a great time for both. 
Contact me for a free market 

analysis of your home.

Forty-niner Haven:

          
When it comes to daguerreotypes, Mathew Brady

and Butch Cassidy were latecomers compared to Doug
Scougale. In the past 15 years he has amassed what he
proudly calls “an important collection” of Gold Rush-
era photography and gold mining memorabilia, includ-

ing some California gold pieces. His second story man
cave, although not a garage, was designed and built two
years ago by his wife Leighla Douglah, and includes a
bar, pool table, office space and room to display his col-
lections.  

          
Scougale began collecting coins as a child; it grew

to become both his avocation and his business. 

          
With an interest in early Americana and a love of

in-depth research he found absent from coin collecting
– “You can look up the value in a book; what fun is
that?” – Scougale began collecting daguerreotypes. 

          
His collection of more than two dozen daguerreo-

types shows men with the proceeds of their labor, some
holding a poke of gold or coins traded to the assayer’s
office for nuggets or dust. He owns pictures of gold
miners and gold camps from the Gold Rush era; rare,
because it was complicated to lug the heavy photo-
graphic equipment to California, let alone drag it up to
the back country and shoot subjects on site. 

          
Scougale patiently explains the difference be-

tween early photographic methods that include da-
guerreotypes, ambrotypes and tin types. He proudly
displays his toaster-sized pre-1855 era three-quarter
plate Allen camera. There are gold scales to inspect,
along with counterfeit coin balances, a safe made in San
Francisco, stereopticons, a Wells Fargo cargo chest and
a collection of reference books with titles like “Wyatt
Earp,” “The Diary of a Forty-Niner,” “Days of Gold” and
“Five Years a Dragoon.” 

          
It is a beautiful space to behold, whether you are

viewing his paintings, his furnishings, or as Scougale
says, “the innumerable aspects” of daguerreotype col-
lections. 

Tour de Garage Aids Community Foundation
... continued from page D4

A collection of counterfeit coin detectors from Doug Scougale’s collection. The slots verified proper coin size, the
scale showed whether the metal was truly precious metal or a counterfeit filled with lead.     Photo Cathy Dausman
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Scougale holds a daguerreotype of an advanced scout, called a
Royal Dragoon, in his hand. An enlargement of the photo is on the
wall behind him. So called “blue dags” had to be hand colored. 

The case containing Scougale’s Gold Rush-era daguerreotypes was
custom built by a friend. 

Spectacular Lafayette Estate
810 Mountain View Drive

Custom Branagh Moraga Estate
16 Quail Xing

Located only minutes from downtown, this one of a kind estate enjoys superior
appointments w/tremendous attention to quality & detail throughout. This
stunning 4,460+/- sf. home offers 4BD plus an office & 4 ½BA & is located on
a breathtaking 2.81+/- ac. parcel with unparalleled views of Mt. Diablo. The
expansive grounds include an outdoor kitchen & movie screen, infinity pool,
spa & flat yard area making this home an entertainer’s dream.

810MountainViewDr.com   Offered at: $3,795,000

Completed in 2006, this gracious, light-filled 5,818+/- sf. Moraga estate
with 5BD + office, 5BA is a splendid combination of classic beauty &
sophisticated elegance. Enjoy breathtaking panoramic views from this
Branagh built home situated on a captivating 6.6+/- ac. parcel that
provides the ultimate spot for entertaining and fresh-air enjoyments as well
as plenty of land for horses, a guest retreat and/or a vineyard.

16QuailXing.com     Offered at: $3,400,000

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336, CalBRE#: 01408025

Kristi Ives 925.788.8345, CalBRE#: 01367466

Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049, CalBRE#: 01932119

www.BrydonIvesTeam.com BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com
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Feng Shui for Late Fall
Adjustments for the Joy, Descendants and Completion area
By Michele Duffy

Hiking around Lamorinda I am always delighted
by the clever fall displays of pumpkins, gourds,

and fall wreaths.  There is a truly clever witch display in
Orinda, with said witch, driving her broom straight into
a tree. Sweet.  With days getting shorter and with the
challenges shorter days present, such as living with less
natural light, celebrating with all of our children and
family around balances out the fall and winter seasons
perfectly.

          
Understanding space as medicine can help you fill

your environment with joyfulness, and create happy
and healthy communications and energy or Qi.  

          
The Feng Shui Bagua area of joy, descendants and

completion is located from your front entrance to the
middle right of your home.  This area is ruled by metal,
so you should minimize fire and wood elements in this
area.  Great colors to incorporate into your seasonal

décor include white, gray, silver, gold and metallic, plus
the earth element also works strategically well here too,
with orange, yellow and brown as accents. 

          
This area is often misunderstood.  We activate this

area to enhance the childlike fearlessness we need to
harness when completing all of the tasks ahead, and the
resultant joy we feel when loose ends are buttoned up
by our efforts. This is also the area we adjust and activate
in homes if children are not doing well for whatever rea-
son, for example, if they are struggling in school or per-
haps not stepping into age-appropriate activities.

          
This metal element bagua area also governs things

like conceiving and bearing children, finding fulfillment
with a hobby or job, having more creative ideas for
every situation, getting unstuck on a project, improving
your relationship with children, becoming more com-
fortable showing the childlike side of your personality,

making “something out of nothing,” creating efficiency
in a company, or even deterring the aging process.   

          
So in addition to buying those expensive wrinkle

creams, try spending a moment in the middle right area
of your home and listen to what it is saying to you.
What is physically located in this area?  Are you able to
finish your projects?  Are all of your children thriving?
A pile of laundry, messy shelves or closets, or a bath-
room located in this area can clog or drain positive Qi.
Many common energetic culprits are easily adjusted
and improved using feng shui or space as medicine.

          
Are the plants we have placed unknowingly in this

area, not doing well or not growing as vibrantly as they
might elsewhere?  In this metal area, the wood element
does not fare well, so minimize it and use instead a sin-
gle silk orchid.

                                                       
... continued on page D10

Silver pumpkins and orange or “earth” silk flowers activate metal in this Lafayette home. Photos provided

Minimize the wood element in this middle right area to
protect plants.



55+ Community

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer InspectionsSewer Inspections && Cleaning Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating
Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 
Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Knowledgeable - Professional - Reliable - Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

www.ANTIGUADOORS.com
321 Hartz Ave, Suite #5, Danville, CA 94526, 925.283.8933
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Feng Shui for Late Fall
... continued from page D8

Save your plants for better energetic areas of your home or office.  If there is a fireplace
in this metal area, we can adjust this anxiety-producing mix by applying the water
element, which controls fire.   Mirrors represent the water element, so placing a mir-
ror over a fireplace in this location adjusts this friction nicely.

          
You can place metal angels depicting one for each of your children in the same

middle-right area of your home’s yard. Metal yard sculpture is an excellent way to
activate and represent each one of your children. See what transpires. 

          
Feng shui philosophy is based on the ancient but still entirely relevant philos-

ophy of the TAO, which states that everything is connected to everything else. Since
this bagua area rules children, too, as we prepare for the holiday season, work with
intention to create magic with your kids.  What delights can you bring into your
home that will dazzle and delight in the candlelit glow of holiday days and nights to
come?

          
As we plan all things sparkly for holiday festivities, borrow the Qi of a child by

preparing to make new memories and traditions with joy and inquisitiveness.  In-
clude lots of metallic in cozy throws for chilly little kids, warm them up with hot
cocoa served in ceramic snowmen mugs, and wrap gifts in abundant golds, silvers,

blue metallic and coppers for an auspicious reflection of the wonder of the season.  

          
Making an effort to delight and dazzle will have many lasting returns and will

connect generations in timeless ways. 

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, since
1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space
at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking, and spending
time with her family; Canyon
Ranch Feng Shui Master,
International Feng Shui Guild
(IFSG) Red Ribbon Professional.
To schedule a professional 2015
Feng Shui Consultation, contact
Michele at (520) 647-4887 or
send an email to
spaceharmony@gmail.com. 

Children’s photos correctly placed hang prominently in the middle right area of this
Moraga home. 

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY
"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood
Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

FAME &
REPUTATION

"Integrity"

REAR MIDDLE
Fire
Reds

CENTER

"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN
"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL

"Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
White, grey & black

“Front Door”



     

   

    Prospect Mortgage is located at 15301 Ventura Blvd., Suite D300, 
S     91403, 800-464-2484.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, 
(           

          
           

       

       

     

      
k  

     

   

    Prospect Mortgage is located at 15301 Ventura Blvd., Suite D300, 
S     91403, 800-464-2484.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, 
(           

          
           

       

       

     

      
k  

 Refinancing?  Purchasing?  

 Call Kat! 
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Kat Rider  Loan Officer  NMLS#202928 

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years 

1910 Olympic Blvd.#120 Walnut Creek 

Cell: 925.787.1692     
kat.rider@prospectmtg.com 
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Equal Housing Lender. Prospect Mortgage is located at 15301 Ventura Blvd., Suite D300,
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403, 800-464-2484. Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296,
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited liability company, licensed by the De-
partment of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage 
Lending Act. 1910 Olympic Blvd #120 Walnut Creek, CA 94596 Branch#301524

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@cbnorcal.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 4.000% 4.000%

15 Year Fixed 3.000% 3.000% 3.750% 3.750%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

3.875% /3.990% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

ANNIVER
S
A
IR
E11

Interior Design • Gifts • Rugs
Home Accents • Lighting

Additional Markdowns on Select Items
Throughout the Store

You are unique, with Grange your home is too.
Hand made in France.

Available only at Indigo & Poppy

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette

925-962-9201
www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday
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Digging Deep-Gardening with Cynthia Brian
By Cynthia Brian
“We need to teach people that the environment has a direct bearing on our own benefit.” – Dalai Lama

As Americans, we love our grass, but as the years
of drought drag on, the word L-A-W-N is be-

coming synonymous with wasteful. Daily in the U.S.,
over 29 billion gallons of water are used and of that, 30
percent or 8. 5 billion gallons of water is devoted to our
landscaping, mostly lawns.  In arid states, the percentage
of landscape water usage soars to over 60 percent.  Add
to this the amount of chemical fertilizers and weed con-
trollers utilized on grass, and we have a recipe for eco-
logical disaster. 

          
The media bombards us with messages informing

us that it is time to tear out the water guzzling, chemi-
cally infused turf and replace it with drought-tolerant
native landscaping, shrubs, ground covers or gravel.
Many water districts offer rebates for each square foot
of lawn that is replaced. Yet, as much as I believe in water
conservation and fully understand that water is our
most precious natural resource, I am not convinced that

ripping out waves of green will solve our water shortage.
Protecting our water supply depends critically on
changing how we care for our lawns. An alternative so-
lution to the high maintenance, chemical dependency
and water waste must be available somewhere. 

          
A lawn has many positive benefits. It generates

oxygen, helps control erosion, decreases air tempera-
tures, sequesters carbon dioxide and filters runoff. A
lush emerald swath of turf gives our eyes a relaxing break
and offers our families a place to play, tumble, picnic, or
simply walk barefoot.  It makes me sad when I stroll
through my garden and my thirsty brown lawn crunches
beneath me. Future generations many not enjoy mem-
ories of somersaults, cartwheels, croquet or the giggles
of running through sprinklers if grass disappears from
our yards.

          
In my quest to find a verdant resolution to the

water wars, at the recent National Garden Symposium
where I was a key lecturer, I spent hours meeting with
plant specialists, growers and landscapers brainstorming
the alternatives. I even visited a beautifully designed gar-
den with synthetic turf. As pretty as it looked against the
backdrop of the shrubs, it did not solve my desire for
natural grass. Imitation lawn is fake, detracting from the
splendor of the outdoors. To date, my best solution has
been the slow spreading mini clover.  

          
Then, I interviewed entrepreneur and water con-

servationist, Jackson Madnick, who for years has been
researching innovative ways to save energy, improve sur-
face and ground water quality and create healthier lawns
that require no fertilizer, dramatically less time, money,
water and greenhouse gasses. After 10 years of research
and over 10,000 trials with world-renowned scientists,
they discovered a mix of seven eco-friendly lawn seeds
that reduce the water bill by three-fourths.  Once estab-
lished, the grass only has to be mowed every four to six
weeks, it thrives without chemicals, can grow in sun or
shade, all the while creating a beautiful organic lawn that
stays deep green all year long.

          
Since fall is the best time to plant a lawn when soil

temperatures range from 50-70 degrees, I am experi-
menting with Jackson’s miracle seed called Pearl’s Pre-
mium, named after his mother who was a life-long
protector of Mother Earth.  The secret to this seed’s suc-
cess, says Jackson, is its slow growth, boasting a 12- to
14-inch root system as opposed to three or four inches.

The seeds are natural, non-GMO, and all organic.  

          
If the hype sounds too good to be true, hold your

horses. Pearl’s Premium has already won numerous na-
tional and international accolades for innovation, re-
ceived rave reviews from garden experts, and even
Newsweek and Popular Science magazines. As an
award-winning environmental advocate and sustainable
lawn expert Jackson has been commended by two
White Houses, the United Nations, Al Gore, John
Glenn and numerous environmental groups for his en-
vironmental advocacy. He even lives in a sustainable
house that produces 95 percent of its heating, cooling
and power from the sun and earth.

          
Perhaps the best news for homeowners, munici-

palities, city landscaping commissions, and even golf
courses, is that the old lawn does not have to be re-
moved to install the new seeds. Additionally, birds won’t
eat the seeds.

                                                    
… continued on page D14

It’s November and pumpkins are ripe and ready.  
Photos Cynthia Brian

A stone path with grass inserts in a drought garden
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MORAGA
114 Alta Mesa Court, $1,060,000, 4 Bdrms, 2785 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-4-15; 

Previous Sale: $962,000, 08-30-13
1894 Ascot Drive, $670,000, 2 Bdrms, 1613 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $96,500, 06-02-78
2045 Ascot Drive #B, $349,000, 2 Bdrms, 928 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-8-15; 

Previous Sale: $200,000, 02-18-11
661 Augusta Drive, $820,000, 3 Bdrms, 2148 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 9-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $610,000, 03-20-15
1447 Camino Peral, $690,000, 3 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-17-15; 

Previous Sale: $180,000, 05-04-89
32 Corte Aires, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 3123 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-11-15; 

Previous Sale: $499,500, 07-24-92
1068 Country Club Drive, $1,230,000, 4 Bdrms, 2391 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $445,000, 12-11-96
1107 Country Club Drive, $1,585,000, 4 Bdrms, 2573 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $335,000, 04-15-87
2121 Donald Drive #9, $305,000, 2 Bdrms, 756 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 8-31-15; 

Previous Sale: $249,000, 12-10-13
1 Doral Drive, $811,000, 2 Bdrms, 1552 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 9-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $600,000, 11-19-04
14 Josefa Place, $810,000, 3 Bdrms, 2095 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 9-8-15; 

Previous Sale: $676,000, 04-03-13
1920 Joseph Drive, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 3164 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 9-8-15
19 Ketelsen Court, $1,105,000, 3 Bdrms, 3833 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 9-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $17,000, 05-29-75
1043 Larch Avenue, $958,000, 3 Bdrms, 1427 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 9-4-15; 

Previous Sale: $45,000, 11-30-72
44 Lynwood Place, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1883 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 9-2-15; 

Previous Sale: $123,500,   -  -  
52 Miramonte Drive, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1762 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 9-2-15; 

Previous Sale: $435,000, 05-30-03
111 Miramonte Drive, $723,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 9-9-15; 

Previous Sale: $230,000, 07-31-97
703 Moraga Road, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1381 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 9-11-15

728 Moraga Road, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 1493 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 9-1-15; 
Previous Sale: $700,000, 08-29-13

1140 Sanders Drive, $1,238,000, 4 Bdrms, 2017 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-3-15; 
Previous Sale: $276,000, 06-01-87

51 San Pablo Court, $1,625,000, 5 Bdrms, 2774 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-3-15; 
Previous Sale: $575,000, 06-11-96

66 Shuey Drive, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2880 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 9-15-15; 
Previous Sale: $655,000, 11-05-99

1849 St. Andrews Drive, $1,189,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 9-15-15; 
Previous Sale: $1,130,000, 06-23-05

1932 St. Andrews Drive, $885,000, 2 Bdrms, 1552 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 9-17-15; 
Previous Sale: $750,000, 06-15-07

427 Stonefield Place, $1,565,000, 5 Bdrms, 2765 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 9-9-15; 
Previous Sale: $937,000, 06-13-03

ORINDA
48 Camino Don Miguel, $1,190,000, 3 Bdrms, 1842 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-31-15; 

Previous Sale: $850,000, 05-15-15
208 El Toyonal, $1,567,000, 4 Bdrms, 2584 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 9-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $790,000, 07-21-10
2 Hacienda Circle, $1,412,000, 3 Bdrms, 2206 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 9-2-15; 

Previous Sale: $725,000, 07-24-02
26 Knickerbocker Lane, $935,000, 2 Bdrms, 1385 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 9-2-15; 

Previous Sale: $680,000, 10-02-12
77 Meadow View Road, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1790 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 9-3-15; 

Previous Sale: $90,000, 02-09-78
136 Moraga Way, $850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1761 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 9-17-15
10 Muth Drive, $1,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 3146 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 9-3-15; 

Previous Sale: $130,000,   -  -  
34 Oak Ridge Lane, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 4012 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 9-15-15; 

Previous Sale: $625,000, 06-20-89
2 Rabble Road, $2,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 5363 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 9-18-15
120 Silver Oak Terrace, $3,300,000, 6 Bdrms, 5300 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 9-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,330,000, 06-11-98
25 Via Floreado, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1524 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 9-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $750,000, 10-09-02

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded ... continued from page D2

Contra Costa Green Award for Lafayette Development
Ward-Young is proud to announce that the firm has been

presented with the 2015 Contra Costa Green Building
Award for Woodbury, a luxury condominium in Lafayette.
The 7th Annual Contra Costa Leadership in Sustainability &
Green Building Awards Gala on September 23rd paid tribute
to local businesses, government programs, community
groups, nonprofits and individuals who demonstrate an out-
standing commitment to implementing sustainable practices.

            
Woodbury is the new residential enclave in the heart of

Lafayette that hosts a community of 36 new luxury Garden
Flats and 20 Terrace Flats, many with views of Mount Diablo.
Woodbury was designed to promote convenience and eco-
friendly initiatives. The idea is simple; less time spent caring
for a home and more time enjoying the ease and independ-
ence of a state-of-the-art new residence in one of California’s
most popular towns.  Located in the heart of Lafayette, and
with walking and biking trails right outside the property, it is

a short walk to downtown, public transportation, and local
parks. 

            
“We are honored to receive this award!  Working with

The New Home Company to create eco-friendly spaces that
our clients can enjoy and have a better quality of life was one
of the goals of this project,” said Scott Thomsen, Architect, the
project designer at Ward-Young Architects.

            
Ward-Young Architecture & Planning was established

in 1977 for the purpose of providing comprehensive architec-
tural services for projects requiring creative solutions in re-
sponse to special needs, in environmentally sensitive sites, and
where community concerns may influence project viability.
Ward-Young has a record of designing a wide variety of suc-
cessful residential and commercial projects and has been rec-
ognized with national and regional awards for design
excellence. The firm has studios in Lafayette and Truckee, Cal-
ifornia. For more information, visit www.wyarch.com. 
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Here are the steps to planting a Pearl’s Premium Lawn:
1. Cut your old grass as short as possible.
2. Rake away the clippings.
3. Test the soil to adjust the pH to between 6-7.
4. If soil is compacted, core aerate.
5. Add ½ inch of topsoil to your existing lawn.
6. Spread the seed according to directions.
7. Add a small amount of organic fertilizer.
8. If it doesn’t rain, water daily for three or four weeks.
9. The new grass will sprout in seven days and within one month, a beau-

tiful soft, green lawn that requires only one-fourth of the water of a reg-
ular lawn will be ready to enjoy. 

10. Once established, it can be cut once a month to 3 or 4 inches or it can
be left to grow to 6 inches, when it flops over to make a deliciously soft
meadow grass.
Pearl’s Premium may already be at your favorite garden center and if it

is not you can ask them to carry it. You can also buy directly from their web-
site at www.PearlsPremium.com. If you type in the code “Blue Moon” at
check out, you will get 20 percent off your purchase plus free shipping. 

I will be reporting on my lawn’s progress in future articles as finding a
waterless grass is at the top of my gardening agenda. You can listen to the
radio interview for more in-depth information at http://www.voiceamer-
ica.com/episode/88059/fall-garden-guide-pearl-premium-exercise.

Pearls Premium lawn after three months of planting

Large white clover mixed with grass for a lawn

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Think of the tree you just purchased as a lifetime investment. How well your tree, and
investment, grows depends on the type of tree and location you select for planting, the care
you provide when the tree is planted, and follow-up care the tree receives after planting.
The ideal time to plant trees and shrubs is during the dormant season-in the fall after their
leaves drop or early spring before bud breaks. Weather conditions are cool and allow plants
to establish roots in the new location. The proper handling during planting is essential to
ensure a healthy future for new trees and shrubs.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at
Advance Tree Service and Landscaping to help you find
your perfect tree.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew EdwardsNew Tree Planting
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©2015
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.  

Cynthia with fall colors

A former lawn replaced by a gravel Zen garden

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman
OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

Since I wanted to give everyone a head start on a possible
new lawn alternative, the November Garden Guide will
be in the next issue. If you are aware of another solution
for organic grass without guilt, send me an email at Cyn-
thia@GoddessGardener.com.   We want to avoid the turf
wars and embrace sustainability and stewardship of na-
ture where people, pets, and our planet are healthy, safe
and happily enjoying the green. 

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing.

family owned since 1933

Christmas trees coming Thanksgiving week

Holiday Open House
Tuesday November 17 from 5:00 -7:30 

Refreshments, Door prizes, Special pricing on 
Holiday Items and Free Gift Wrapping
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PLEASANT HILL WALNUT CREEK WALNUT CREEK WALNUT CREEK

115 Bacon Court  For Lease,
this beautiful 5bd/3ba, 4092sf home
w/views of Mt. Diablo. Updated
kitchen w/3 ovens, 2 dishwashers.
The house also offers game rm for
the kids, ofc, library, & a chicken
coop!                     $6,000/month

40 Dos Osos Incredible Orinda,
San Pablo Dam, Mt. Diablo views
+ abundance of nature surrounds
this supersized parcel bordering
EBMUD land.  Once in a lifetime
opportunity raw land sale.

$489,000

46 Cedar Terrace  Excellent
3.93 acre property located at the
end of Cedar Terrace, off of Cedar
Lane. Views and Privacy! Build a
Dream Estate!    

$699,000

135 Crestview Drive Beautiful
1 acre setting for this charming
single level 1287sf, 2bd/2ba retreat.
Vaulted ceiling, hardwood floors,
lovely views. Updated kitchen/baths.
3 car garage. Expansion potential.

$899,000

42 Valley Drive Fabulous
contemporary home in sought after
Glorietta area. High ceilings, formal
dining & living rm, large bonus rm,
gourmet kit. open to fam rm. Walk to
Swim/Tennis Club & Glorietta Elem.

$1,450,000

8 Camino Del Diablo Stunning
Contemporary rebuilt in 2002 by
MGHG Designs. Impeccable design
& architectural finishes. Chef's
kitchen w/top of the line appliances,
Carrera marble counters, radiant flrs.

$2,100,000

120 Sleepy Hollow Lane  Rare
opportunity in Sleepy Hollow.
Incredible 1.2 acres, (two lots)
w/private tennis crts. 4bd/3.5ba home,
spacious rms, walls of windows
bringing in the natural light. Endless
possibilities. $2,250,000

412 Woodminster Drive
Sparkling totally renovated
3bd/2.5ba townhome with attached
two car garage. Prime walk-to-town
complex. Lovely community pool.

$649,000

250 Rheem Blvd.  Updated
Kitchen, refinished hardwood
floors, new hardscape, fresh paint,
3 bedroom, 2 bath, conveniently
located.

$949,000

1100 Rahara Drive   Custom
Upper Happy Valley home. 4
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood
floors, resort-like yard, lush
landscaping & beautiful views.

$2,195,000

23 Sessions Road  Gated
English Manor 12.18 acre 5bd/6ba
Estate. Grand foyer, living, family
rms + "Club" rm, deluxe kitchen,
dramatic solarium + executive
office. Gorgeous grounds w/lap
pool/lawns, views. $3,550,000

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf
Estate w/luxury amenities in grand
oversized spaces. Premium 2.25ac
parcel w/sport court, sun-drenched
pool, pavilion w/kitchen, dressing
rms & showers. $6,595,000

20 Whitfield Court 
Great 2.58 acre parcel at top of
knoll w/views of Mount Diablo &
ideal privacy. Truly special setting
sites for development zoned R-10 &
R-15. Wonderful opportunity for
investment. $1,750,000

1501 Canyonwood Court #2
Fabulous Sonoma Wrap w/2bd/2ba +
washer/dryer in unit. Cultured
marble countertops in kitchen/baths.
Elec. chair lift at stairs. Rear veranda
enclosed, side veranda open. Views.

$395,000

1315 Alma Avenue Unit #433 
Penthouse Top Floor with Mt. Diablo
Views. Light & Bright 1 bdrm with
bonus office space + large laundry
room with sink. Granite Kitchen
w/bar. Close to shopping. Top
schools! $525,000

3311 Rossmoor Pkwy #4  
A rarity! Fantastic, level in (no steps)
Cascade model on golf course
w/views of hills & course from most
living spaces. Granite kitchen
w/breakfast nook, plantation shutters,
view deck. $629,000

New Listing

New Listing New Listing

New Listing

New ListingNew Listing

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

Lamorinda’s  Leading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Sunday Open Homes
93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on




