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Micaela and Dawn Marie Hoo work together and
love it. Photo provided
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Drifter Organics' mother-daughter team: Business
partners and best friends
By Diane Claytor

Every day must feel a little like Mother's Day to Dawn
Marie Hoo. Not only does her 22-year old daughter,
Micaela, still happily live at their Moraga home, but the
dynamic mother-daughter team own a business
together, working side by side on an almost daily basis -
and thoroughly enjoying all this togetherness.

Ever since she was a little girl, Micaela Hoo endured both
digestive and skin problems; stomach aches, bloating
and eczema were constants in her life. Diagnosed three
years ago with leaky gut, a condition that affects the
lining of the intestines, Micaela Hoo went through a total
detox of every item she ate and everything she used on
her skin, forcing her to reevaluate all her food and
skincare choices. Changing the foods she ate was
relatively easy but finding acceptable skincare products
was far more difficult. At that time, she learned she
couldn't tolerate citrus, a common natural preservative
found in most natural beauty products, even those
labeled holistic. 

Desperately wanting to help her only child, Dawn Marie
Hoo took to the internet, researching everything she
could about natural skincare and DIY beauty products. "I
figured Micaela couldn't be the only one on the planet
with these issues," Dawn Marie Hoo says. 

She studied labels to determine the ingredients on
products already available; she read blogs, finding
recipes for different natural skincare products. And then,

with her daughter by her side, she went into her kitchen and started "cooking up" natural skincare creams.
Her husband served as the guinea pig, testing each concoction. "He'd tell me one is too gritty or another is
too oily," Dawn Marie Hoo said. "When he finally said 'this stuff is pretty good,' I knew we had found the
right recipe."

"Micaela's skin and digestive issues soon cleared up and changed her entire outlook on life," Dawn Marie
Hoo said. "Through our research, we discovered there were a lot of people with the same or similar issues.
So we decided that, with all the homework we had done and all the time we had already invested, we should
start a business." 

With the help of a successful Kickstarter campaign, Drifter Organics, described by Micaela Hoo as the
"skincare solution for anyone who wouldn't rub anything on their skin they wouldn't trust eating," was born.

Certified organic by Oregon Tilth, a leading nonprofit certifier, educator and advocate for organic products,
the gluten-free, soy-free, paraben-free, plant-based Drifter Organics products are made in the Hoo's Moraga
kitchen by the mother-daughter team. There are four main body butters - one unscented, three scented
with essential oils - described by one beauty blogger as containing "super-thick and moisturizing shea butter
mixed with a trifecta of oils that rejuvenated my dry, itchy, cold-weathered skin." Sold primarily through
their website, drifterorganics.com, Drifter Organics products, which are for the entire body, can also be
found in several local boutiques.

The mother-daughter duo had been working together for several years before founding Drifter Organics.
Micaela Hoo writes a fashion and lifestyle blog and her mom takes most of the photos for the blog. "We've
always been close," Micaela Hoo said. "It's funny, we do actually finish each other's sentences. We can both
be thinking the exact same thing at the exact same time. I can look at her and just know what she's
thinking." 

Micaela Hoo admits that she's more high-strung than her mom, a characteristic that her mother believes
may be attributed to her youthfulness. "She does occasionally have to calm me down," Micaela Hoo
acknowledged. "But we really complement each other."

Dawn Marie Hoo spends about 25-30 hours each week being the "crazy mad scientist" for the skincare
company while Micaela Hoo said she spends "a steady" 40 hours per week on company business, primarily

file:///C/Users/Andy/Documents/Web/Lamorindaweekly/html/home.html


LAMORINDA WEEKLY | Drifter Organics' mother-daughter team: Business partners and best friends

file:///C/...ents/Web/Lamorindaweekly/archive/issue1105/pdf/Drifter-Organics-mother-daughter-team-Business-partners-and-best-friends.html[5/2/2017 8:52:56 AM]

handling the marketing through social media. An online student through the Savannah, Georgia College of
Art and Design majoring in graphic design, Micaela Hoo describes herself as a "blogger, photographer,
(sometimes) videographer, business owner, entrepreneur, (sometimes) illustrator, (sometimes) model, and
holistic health nut." 

Still happy to be living at home with her parents, Micaela Hoo offers a description that every mother hopes
to hear someday. "She's my best friend," Micaela Hoo says about her mother, "the yin to my yang." And
that is, perhaps, the best Mother's Day gift ever.

Reach the reporter at: info@lamorindaweekly.com
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