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Local high schools held graduation ceremonies June. 9. Clockwise from Top left: Miramonte, Campolindo, Acalanes, Campolindo, Miramonte and Acalanes Photos Gint Federas

Lamorinda celebrates its graduates
It’s that time of year again when a parent’s tears fl ow as 

quickly as mortar board hats fi ll the sky.
 Graduation 2017 from Acalanes, Campolindo and 

Miramonte was no different, as the three Lamorinda high 
schools braved a breezy evening to commemorate the nearly 
1,000 local graduates heading off to college, the military, 

work, gap years and other exciting opportunities.
 The graduation caps were decorated from everything 
from the student’s college of choice to their favorite movies. 
One Campo graduate channeled his own Summer of Love by 
dressing in fl ower child gear, while another graduate rocked 
a cap made of money.

 The diversity of the caps refl ected the diversity of each 
student accepting a diploma on June 9, representing their own 
Independence Day from 13 years of traditional schooling.  
 For a list of all graduating seniors, see page A11. And 
best of luck, graduates, from the Lamorinda Weekly! — 
Peggy Spear
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Canyon challenges Moraga’s 
handling of  bridge crisis 
By Sophie Braccini

The Canyon School District declared a 
state of emergency over the closure of the 

bridge connecting the small enclave to the town 
of Moraga that occurred in mid-April. 

According to the school board, the situation 
endangers the 70 students that attend the school 
since Moraga-Orinda Fire District emergency 
services cannot reach the community anymore. 
This declaration included a challenge to what 
Moraga has been doing to reopen the road. 

The Moraga Town Council will discuss all 
possible options to reopen the road at its June 
14 meeting.

For Moraga Public Works Director Edric 
Kwan, the Canyon School District’s claim that 
Moraga is stalling comes from its misunder-
standing of the complexity of the bridge situa-
tion and how the appropriate emergency fund-
ing works.

Jim Smith, president of the Canyon School 
District, explains that if an incident occurred in 
Canyon, rescue services would have to come 

from Oakland. The Canyon school board be-
lieves that the response time would be unac-
ceptable, bordering on 30 minutes. Pressed 
by what they feel is an emergency, the school 
board members decided to take things in their 
own hands.
 According to Smith, the only entity that 
should have been able to declare if a bridge 
is safe or not is the California Department of 
Transportation, not the consultants hired by 
Moraga. The Canyon resident explains that 
this is the only agency that has the expertise 
to assess a bridge’s usability. Smith confi rmed 
that the town of Moraga reached out to Cal-
Trans when EBMUD contractors signaled that 
a landslide was threatening the bridge, but that 
the agency does not intervene in an emergency, 
unless it gets direction to do so from state or 
district emergency services. The board is even 
questioning whether or not the bridge should 
stay closed.
 ... continued on page A8
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PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®
CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com
www.patticamras.com

17 Via Las Cruces, Orinda
• Custom home
• 5 bedrooms
• 3 baths
• approx. 3000+ square feet
• .95 acre lot
• Private guest suite with separate entrance
• Great Views

New Price $1,775,000

OPEN Sun. 1-4

believe in the art of  living well.

An unforgettable Father’s Day gift
By Cathy Dausman

Matt Phillips received his Father’s 
Day gift a bit early, but it is one he 

will never, ever forget. Phillips delivered 
— on his own — his second daughter Ade-
line in the Lafayette home he shares with 

his family and that once belonged to Ade-
line’s great-grandparents. 
 “It doesn’t seem real,” says mom Sarah 
Phillips, of the couple’s evening home-birth 
on April 11.            ... continued on page A12

Matt Phillips and his daughter Adeline meet two of the Con Fire crew who responded to 

his 911 call for help. From left, Captain Tony Arieta, Phillips and Adeline and Engineer Gar-

rett Presley.  Standing in for Firefi ghter Britien Peterson is Firefi ghter David Hall (far right).

 Photo Cathy Dausman
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Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

City Council 
Monday, June 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, June 19, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, June 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, June 28, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, June 21, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

 

Lafayette Police Department 
Incident Summary Report 
May 21 - June 3
Alarms 69
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 5
Noise complaints 18
Traffi c stops 143
Suspicious Circumstances 13
Suspicious Subjects 35
Suspicious Vehicles 30
Service to Citizen 39
Abandoned Vehicle
 3700 Block Sundale Rd.
 Mariposa Rd./Mountain View Dr.
 Palo Alto Dr./Toledo Dr.
 Silverado Dr./Hartwood Ct.
 400 Block Block Silverado Dr.
 1st St./Moraga Blvd.
Animal Cruelty
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 900 Block S Thompson Rd.
Auto Burglary
 10 Block Greenvalley Dr.
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Wb Sr 24
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 900 Block East St.
Battery
 Buchan Dr./Old Tunnel Rd.
Beat Info
 Wb Sr 24 At 1st St.
Civil Problem
 800 Block Reliez Station Rd.
 1000 Block Aileen St.
 800 Block Mountain View Dr.
Commercial Burglary
 1000 Block Dewing Ave
Counterfeit
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Defraud Innkeeper
 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbing The Peace
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Brookwood Park
DUI Misdemeanor
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 30 Block Lafayette Cr.
Elder Abuse
 3400 Block Lana Ln.
Fire/Ems Response Info
 3800 Block Palo Alto Dr.
 1000 Block Miller Dr.
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Forgery
 900 Block 4th St.
Found Adult
 3500 Block Golden Gate Way
Found Property
 4000 Block Marianne Dr.
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Glenside Dr./St. Marys Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses
 3300 Block Mildred Ln.
Grand Theft
 4000 Block Tilden Ln.
H&S Violation
 3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Hailed By Citizen
 Moraga Blvd./4th St.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Harassment
 Sunset Loop/Meek Pl.
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./1st St.
 800 Block Revere Rd.
 1000 Block Miller Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
 3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
 3200 Block Stanley Blvd.

 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Lafayette Cr./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft
 10 Block Vance Ln.
 500 Block Silverado Dr.
 3300 Block Johnson Rd.
 3500 Block Via Los Colorados
Illegal Entry
 1000 Block Dolores Dr.
Juvenile Disturbance
 Avalon Ave./School St.
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
 Monroe Ave./Moraga Blvd.
Litter
 Howard Hills Rd./Pine Ln.
Loitering
 3400 Block School St.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lost Property
 900 Block Almanor Ct.
 1000 Block 2nd St.
 3400 Block School St.
Ordinance Violation
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Panhandling
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Patrol Request
 Mosswood Dr./Village Center
 Acalanes Rd./Eb Sr 24
 Springhill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Petty Theft
 3200 Block Marlene Dr.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave
 40 Block Circle Creek Ct.
 N Thompson Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Vehicle
 3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Phone Harass
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./1st St.
Public Assembly Check
 900 Block Risa Rd.
 Happy Valley Elementary
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
Public Nuisance
 Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Happy Valley Rd./Bart Track
 Mountain View Dr./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Brook St.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 St Marys Rd./Camino Colorados
 San Reliez Ct./Springhill Rd.
 Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave
 Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd. (2)
 Happy Valley Rd./Rose Ln.
 Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Residential Burglary
 3200 Block Withers Ave
 1600 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
 3300 Block Vaughn Rd.
Security Check
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Supplemental Report
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Olympic Blvd.
 900 Block Risa Rd.
Trespass
 800 Block Las Trampas Rd.
Unwanted Guest
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Vandalism
 3400 Block Hamlin Rd.
 1000 Block Timothy Ln.
 3500 Block Brook St.
 Old Tunnel Rd./Buchan Dr.
 Mountain View Dr./Mariposa Rd.
 1100 Block Cambridge Dr.
Vehicle Theft
 Marianne Dr./Acalanes Rd.
Welfare Check
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

P R E S E N T I N G

2 7  L A  N O R I A , O R I N D A
J U S T  L I S T E D !  |  2 7 L A N O R I A . C O M  |  O F F E R E D  AT  $ 4 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0

DANAGREENTEAM.COM925.339.1918�|�LICENSE #: 01482454

L A M O R I N DA’ S  # 1  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  2 0 1 1

Located in the heart of Orinda Country Club, this one-of-a-kind 7BR/6BA, 4580± sq. ft. home includes a 450± sq. ft. pool 
house with kitchen and is located on a treasured .80± acre private parcel. This enchanting estate has been beautifully updated 
and includes guest quarters, pool house with kitchen and full bath, pool, and magical gardens for all to enjoy year-round.

Rockin’ the Plaza
Young and old alike 
celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Summer of Love in the 
fi rst of the Rock the 
Plaza series of concerts 
in Lafayette, to be held 
on Fridays in June. 
Families spread out their 
blankets and relaxed to 
the groovy sounds of 
San Francisco Airship. 
Some danced, some 
jammed after the show 
around the campfi re and 
others rode the magic 
bus. — Pippa Fisher
Photo Lafayette Chamber

Council takes time to review city manager’s contract
By Pippa Fisher

With City Manager Steve 
Falk’s employment agree-

ment up for renewal, Lafayette 
City Council members and resi-
dents weighed in on the terms of 
the contract at a recent meeting, 
resulting in an extension for 120 
days, giving enough time to review 
both performance and the wording 
of the contract.
 Although residents in atten-
dance took the opportunity to raise 
two areas of concern – performance 
and the severance package – it be-
came apparent that a couple of the 
council members also questioned 
the generosity of the package.
 Under current terms Falk has 
an 18-month severance package, 
which would add up to $512,142 
including salary and benefi ts. The 
city would not have to pay if a ter-
mination were due to willful mis-
conduct or felony.
 Council Member Cam Burks 
noted that an 18-month severance 
package was much higher than typ-
ically agreed for other city manag-
ers.  City Attorney Mala Subrama-
nian explained that 18 months had 
been arrived at over time, growing 
incrementally by one month for 
every year since it was set at six 
months in 1996 to a maximum of 
18 months.
 Council Member Ivor Samson 
agreed with Burks and said that he 
was concerned with an 18-month 
severance pay, “notwithstanding 
the history behind it.”
 By comparison, the Walnut 
Creek city manager has a nine-
month severance package, but 
more typically the length of time is 
six months, such as is the case for 

city managers in San Ramon and 
Moraga.
 Falk says that despite the sever-
ance controversy, he is still enthu-
siastic. He provided a long list of 
accomplishments from his latest 
three year term, including his work 
with Police Chief Eric Christensen 
and the Crime Prevention Commis-
sion to implement crime cameras, 
body-worn cameras and to convene 
an Implicit Bias workshop for po-
lice, and negotiated to acquire and 
rebuild a new police station. 
 He pointed to the development 
of housing in the downtown, the 
acquisition of $2 million in grants 
for improvement of the BART 
southern station entrance as well 
as the negotiations to rebuild Fire 
Station 16 in western Lafayette, 
among other accomplishments.
 However, those residents that 
attended the recent city council 
meeting had a list of their own, cit-
ing issues that they say have not 
been handled fairly, in particular 
the development of a playground in 
Leigh Creekside Park, the current 
controversy surrounding the pro-
posed removal of trees by PG&E 
and an ongoing investigation by the 
Fair Political Practices Commis-
sion into alleged wrong-doing by 
Lafayette commissioners, among 
other complaints.
 Council Member Mark Mitch-
ell reminded residents that while he 
respected their comments, residents 
should direct their anger over these 
issues instead to the city council. 
“The city manager implements the 
policies of the council,” he pointed 
out.
 Steve Cortese, a Lafayette resi-

dent and principal of the Cortese 
Investment Company who own La 
Fiesta Square and Lafayette Mer-
cantile, says that the city manager 
position is a diffi cult job. “You bal-
ance many different interests and 
you take heavy fi re. I’ve known 
several city managers throughout 
the Bay Area and Steve Falk is the 
best I’ve seen. I really think we’re 
lucky.”
 Cortese continues, “The state 
of the city is proof of his success.  
Before Steve became city manager, 
the downtown was in disrepair and 
lifeless. He’s managed to reposition 
our downtown in a relatively short 
time frame. Now we have a vibrant 
city and a stable fi nancial picture.”
 However as Burks later com-
mented, this meeting was not about 
performance. Right now, he said it 
is about “process and structure,” re-
ferring to the severance terms and a 
need for review of legal wording.
 The council agreed unanimous-
ly to extend the contract as it is for 
120 days during which time they 
will meet to review Falk’s perfor-
mance and they directed the city 
attorney to review the contract to 
make sure it meets current Califor-
nia law before bringing it back at 
a public meeting towards the end 
of the summer, at which time the 
council will hear residents’ com-
ments on the subject.
 Falk himself commented, “I 
have completely enjoyed my 27 
years here with the city and hope 
to serve Lafayette for many, many 
more. If I continue to work hard 
and do a great job, the matter of 
severance will never be an issue 
and the city won’t pay a dime.”

Steve Falk  Photo Gint Federas
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Live and Love Lamorinda!
Upper

Rockridge

94 Sanders Ranch Road, Moraga

Fantastic home on a park-like lot 

w/pool. lawn, sport court & views.

4652 sqft, 5Br, 3.5Ba, bonus room, 2 offices.

$2,375,000      www.94SandersRanchRd.com

21 Emery Lane, Oakland

Upper Rockridge home, built in 

2016 by Mark Becker. 2600 sqft,   

5 Br, 4 Ba, media room.  Close to BART.

$2,100,000              www.21EmeryLn.com

3465 Hamlin Road, Lafayette

Wonderful newer home, great 

location! 3359 sqft, 5Br, 4Ba.  

Gorgeous kitchen. Close to downtown&BART

$9,500/mo               www.3465HamlinRd.com

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga

Beautiful Colonial home with 

striking curb appeal. 4525 sqft,    

5Br, 4.5Ba.  Fabulous kitchen. In-Law suite.

$2,395,000                www.15MerrillDr.com

Special Lot
Open Sun 1-4

$2$2,3,37575,0,00000      www $2$ ,1, 00,0, 00         

For Lease
2 year term

 Landmark
property

 Open 
Sat-Sun

PENDING!

Price Gallegos Group
Amy S. Price & Christine Gallegos

925.997.6808 | 415.606.2047
pricegallegos.com

amy.price@pacunion.com
christine.gallegos@pacunion.com

License #: 01433269 | 01896511

Summer is heating up in Lamorinda!

49 Calle La Montana, Moraga | Offered at $1,295,000 
3623± sq. ft. of living space with breath taking views of Mt. 

Diablo, surrounding hills and an au pair unit. The main home is 
4BR/3.5BA with a 2-car garage, the au pair unit is located above the 

detached 3-car garage. This fantastic home is near award winning 
schools and is located close to both downtown Lafayette and Moraga.

ACTIVE!

1154 Glen Road, Lafayette | Offered at $3,650,000
Stunning Cape Cod style home, which offers 4460± sq. ft. of 

beautifully appointed living space with 4BR/4BA, an office, bonus 
room and gourmet kitchen. The backyard is outfitted with a stone 

fireplace, sparkling swimming pool, separate spa and expansive lawn 
area, perfect for entertaining! 

LPIE throws thank you 
Party in the Park
By Pippa Fisher

Families enjoyed a carefree af-
ternoon in the Lafayette Plaza 

Park June 4, picnicking and play-
ing, listening to music, with snacks 
and fun activities all provided by 
Lafayette Partners in Education as 
a celebration of community and for 
their support for the children in La-
fayette schools.
 The free event was organized 
by Chairperson Kelli Shrader and 
included a raffl e and live music. 

Food was available from local res-
taurants and families were picnick-
ing on the green. Local ice cream 
store Smitten was scooping ice 
cream.
 LPIE is a community-based 
education foundation run by parent 
volunteers working to enhance and 
expand the educational opportuni-
ties for students in Lafayette’s six 
public schools.

Mariachis and Margaritas 
support Las Trampas
By Pippa Fisher

A recent “Mariachis and Mar-
garitas” fundraising event 

organized by Lamorinda Gives 
Back, also known as LAMA, was 
fun for all but the real winner was 
Las Trampas, for whom they raised 
over $5,000.
 The sold-out event was held at 
The Coffee Shop in Lafayette and 
featured mariachi band, Reyna y 
su Trio, catering by Maria Maria 
and cocktails by Lost Republic and 
Dulce Vida.
 LAMA is a local charitable 
organization whose mission state-
ment is to engage Lamorinda resi-
dents to make a positive impact in 
the community through funding, 
volunteerism and advocacy. 
 Las Trampas in Lafayette sup-
ports adults with developmental 
disabilities. LAMA President Brian 

Britton commented, “Las Trampas 
is a remarkable organization with 
great leadership who make real dif-
ferences for Lamorinda residents 
on a daily basis.”
 Executive Director of Las 
Trampas, Daniel L. Hogue, was 
appreciative and enthused about 
their partnership with LAMA. “Las 
Trampas is sincerely thankful for 
the efforts of LAMA. Mariachis 
and Margaritas was a fantastic 
event and certainly a refl ection of 
the energy and commitment the or-
ganization has for championing our 
community.”
 No LAMA event would be 
complete without “Hot Notes,” its 
llama and mascot in attendance and 
this evening was no exception as he 
duly put in an appearance to add to 
the success of the occasion.

Residents get to rock out 
on ‘Make Music Day’

What’s better than karaoke? 
Live karaoke of course and, 

to celebrate “Make Music Day” 
residents will have their chance to 
belt out a song with a live band to 
back them up.
 Local musician Paul Cotruvo 
will be at the Lafayette Library and 
Learning Center Amphitheatre 6-8 
p.m. on June 21 with his band, The 
Flashbacks, waiting to play backup 

– there will be 100 songs from the 
60s to choose from. Aspiring rock 
stars can pick a song and sign up to 
be the lead singer.
 Make Music is a free celebra-
tion of music around the world 
on June 21. Launched in 1982 in 
France as the Fête de la Musique, 
it is now held on the same day 
in more than 750 cities in 120 
countries. — Pippa Fisher

Working at the Party in the Park, from left, Lisa Spieler (incoming Vice 

President, LPIE), Amy Parlett (President, LPIE) and Danielle Gallagher (chair 

of this year’s Power Party and incoming Community at Large Member, 

LPIE).                  Photo Pippa Fisher

Executive Director Daniel L. Hogue hosted the event. Photo provided

LAFAYETTE
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Mo Saadat
Formally with Lafayette Valero

NOW
OPEN

• Oil Change w/Filter

• Brakes/Anti-Lock Systems

• Batteries, Starters, Alternators

• Engine Diagnostics

• Air Bags

• Electrical Air Conditioning

• Heating Systems

• 30, 60, 90 K service

• Shocks, Stuts & Suspension

• Fluid Exchanges

• Power Locks & Windows

3500 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette  (in front of Whole Foods)

925 451 1835

May 23 to 30
Alarms: 
May 25 Redwood Lane
May 28 Commercial building; 
camera showed silhouettes, nothing 
amiss
May 29 Location n/a
May 23 Child abuse
Police responded to reports of an 
infant left unattended for 10 minutes 
in a car. The infant was not in the car, 
and unharmed. Parent and caregiver 
were counseled.
May 23 Miscellaneous
Initial reports of a purse theft from 
Safeway. Turns out the unattended 
basket was returned to the registers. 
Clerks didn’t notice the purse until 
later, but all the contents were 
accounted for.
May 26  Sexual battery 
800 block Camino Ricardo
May 26 
An anonymous letter, perhaps from 
Carnac the Magnifi cent, alerted 
police that a residence on the 
outskirts of Moraga may be used 
for illicit purposes in the future. The 
info was sent, but not by ESP, to the 
county sheriff’s department. 
May 27 Welfare check
Police responded to a yell-fest 
between a grandma and 7-year-old 
child. No crime was committed; it 
was just a mutual non-admiration 
society. Take two throat lozenges 
and call me (quietly) in the morning.
May 29 Drug
A suspect arrested on outstanding 
warrant found in possession of 
controlled substances. He was 
booked into jail in Martinez 
May 30 Vandalism
A Safeway shopper gone for 30 
minutes found her car keyed upon 
return. No leads.
May 30 Deceased
An elderly male on Calle La Mesa 
reported unresponsive and could 
not be revived. The death was likely 
from natural causes.
May 30 Trespass
A non-student was found on Saint 
Mary’s Campus trying to snitch 
items from a donation bin. College 
and town police took matriculating 
care to teach him not to return or 
trespassing charges would be fi led. 
May 30 Forgery
Someone checked into another’s 
account. Counterfeiter was being 
unbalanced.

Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga 
Police 
Report

City Council 
Wednesday, June 14, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 28, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, June 19, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, June 26, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

The good life on Kendall Circle in Via Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Sitting in Via Moraga’s community park with 
a group of residents while a dog frolics on 

the lawn and children have fun in the nearby 
play structure, it’s hard to believe that the space 
that looked so tiny on the developer’s plans is 
both perfectly adequate and friendly. It all fi ts, 
as the new Moraga residents that have moved in 
the now sold-out residences testify with content-
ment.
 Four years ago, the process started to devel-
op 17 compact single-family homes on the two 
acres that used to be a bowling alley. This type 
of home with almost no yard is a fi rst for Mor-
aga. Senka Maricic-Foster, who was in charge 
of sales of Via Moraga for the developer, Sig-
nature Homes, confi rms that the project is fully 
sold out. Sales started in May 2016, thus it took 
about a year to sell 17 units priced between $1.2 
and $1.4 million across from the Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center and next to 5A-Rent-A-Space. 
 Signature Homes President Gary Galindo 
says that this was his fi rst project in Moraga. He 
adds that with four years and 28 public meetings, 
this was the most diffi cult project to get approved 
in his entire career. He explains that the process 
took so long that the actors changed, such as the 
members of the Planning Commission and the 
new group came with different expectations than 
what had been previously approved. He remem-

bers confl icting requests from the design review 
board and the commission, another aspect that 
made it diffi cult for the developer. He believes 
it is because Moraga does so little in matter of 
development that it has not been able to adopt a 
more expedited process. Galindo is nonetheless 
very proud of the outcome. He says that inside 
the development people forget that it is located 
along Moraga Road. He believes that Signature 
Homes has contributed to the beauty of Moraga. 
 May Lin bought one of the largest fl oor plans. 
Her home is bright, modern, very well conceived 
and functional, with quality appliances and fi n-
ishes. The great room incorporates the kitchen, 
dining room and family room. The homeowner, 
who is a doctor working in San Francisco, loves 
that she can see her children play or do their 
homework while she cooks. The plan also works 
very well for entertaining. The ground fl oor in-
cludes a bath and a bedroom, or offi ce, while the 
second fl oor has three bedrooms, a master with 
large bath and closets and a Jack-and-Jill bath-
room for the kids. 
 Maricic-Foster says that these type of homes, 
compact single-family dwellings located near 
transportation and schools, is what many young 
families in which both parents work want today: 
an uncomplicated lifestyle with as little mainte-
nance as possible.

  George and Merle Silverman chose the home 
to be close to their children who live in Orinda. 
They come from Foster City. They did not want 
an old home that would require work. Merle Sil-
verman had been looking online for proposed 
development in the three Lamorinda cities and 
they were one of the fi rst to put money down to 
have an option on one of the homes. The couple 
loves the fact that the shopping center is across 
the street, and so does Lin, who enjoys walking 
to the store or to the gym.
  All the neighbors interviewed note, though, 
that there has been a few close calls with driv-
ers who do not stop when the crosswalk light 
fl ashes, warning that pedestrians want to reach 
the shopping center side of Moraga Road.
 Hubert Ma and Dr. Joanna Cheung were also 
among the fi rst to buy a home at Via Moraga: 
she is the owner of the pediatric dentistry that 
occupies a ground fl oor offi ce next door at 533 
Moraga Road. The couple thought the opportu-
nity was too good to pass. They choose Moraga 
for the school district and low crime rate. Their 
young children have made friends in the neigh-
borhood with other kids their age, such as those 
of Altan Khendup, who moved from Berkeley 
in a home at Via Moraga along with his wife’s 
brother’s family, who occupies the home next to 
his. 
 Some of the homeowners are newlywed, 
others are couples without kids, or young fami-
lies or empty nesters. Silverman says that the 
most spoken foreign language is Mandarin, and 
there are people from Eastern Europe, Malaysia, 
as well as American-born. Some residents are in 
the medical fi eld, one teaches at Saint Mary’s, 
some are engineers. 
 The neighbors quickly got to know each 
others, and it is as a group that they walked to 
the study session in April for the renovation of 
the Rheem Valley Shopping Center. “We would 
have liked to see more improvements proposed,” 
says Silverman, “but any modernization is wel-
comed.”
  The homeowners are part of a homeowners’ 
association that maintains the common area: a 
front garden that creates a buffer with Moraga 
Road, and the community back garden.

Civil discourse at DeSaulnier’s Moraga town hall 
By Cathy Dausman

Neither sinkhole nor bridge fail-
ure, not even the presence of 

Moraga’s mayor and city manager 
was enough to steer the conversa-
tion away from national issues dur-
ing a May 30 town hall meeting 
at Saint Mary’s College hosted by 
Congressman Mark DeSaulnier. 
 The only local question was 
really a regional one, concerning 
the state of California’s education-
al system. Although DeSaulnier 
didn’t mince words, as town hall 
meetings go it was a very civil dis-
course.   
 “We really try to be bipartisan 
in these times,” DeSaulnier said, 
but he calls President Trump “very 
unusual” and says bluntly “Con-
gress is not working right now.” 

... continued on page A8
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Are you considering selling your home?
 
If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide 
you with a complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as 
a comprehensive marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale 
price in today’s market!

Phone: 925.639.3904   /  KarenRichardsonGroup.com 

With our 
team of 
market 

experts, we 
sell homes 
fast & over 

ask!  

Call now  
to sell your 

home:  
925.639.3904  

KarenRichardsonGroup.com BRE#01407557 

New residents at Via Moraga. Photo Sophie Braccini
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Moraga Police, with help 
from San Francisco P.D., 
arrest Uber driver
By Sophie Braccini

Recently promoted Moraga De-
tective Kevin Mooney says 

that San Francisco Police Depart-
ment’s Special Victims Unit was 
very helpful in the arrest a 42-year-
old Uber driver suspected of sexual 
battery on a Moraga resident. 
 The man, identifi ed as Leonid 
Beker, booked in the county jail in 
Martinez, was released on bail. Uber 
removed him from the app. 
 According to the Moraga po-
lice report, on May 26, at approxi-
mately 1:03 a.m., Moraga Police 
Department received a report of a 
sexual battery that had occurred on 
Camino Ricardo in Moraga. When 
offi cers responded, they discovered 
that a female victim had taken an 
Uber ride to Moraga from Oakland. 
The victim’s account of the inci-
dent is that when the Uber vehicle 
reached Moraga, the Uber driver 
stopped before reaching the desti-
nation, got into the backseat of the 
vehicle with the victim and com-
mitted sexual battery. 
 According to the California pe-
nal code, any person who touches 
an intimate part of another person 
while that person is unlawfully 
restrained by the accused or an 
accomplice, and if the touching 
is against the will of the person 
touched and is for the purpose of 
sexual arousal, sexual gratifi cation, 
or sexual abuse, is guilty of sexual 
battery. This crime is punishable by 
imprisonment in a county jail for 
not more than one year, and by a 
fi ne not exceeding $2,000, or by 
imprisonment in the state prison 
for two, three or four years, and 
by a fi ne not exceeding $10,000. 
Mooney said that both a misde-
meanor and felony charges were 
made at the district attorney’s of-
fi ce.
 Several sources of information 
allowed the MPD to identify the 
driver as Beker, including a traf-
fi c camera installed by the city of 
Orinda at the border with Moraga, 
as well as the victim’s camera. 
Mooney says that when the SFPD 

heard of the case they immedi-
ately understood its serious nature 
and the offi cers were very accom-
modating and helpful. As soon as 
Beker was located, Mooney drove 
to San Francisco and arrested him. 
The detective said that Beker was 
cooperative.  He was taken to the 
county jail in Martinez — Moraga 
does not have a jail — where he 
stayed until a $50,000 bail was 
posted and he was released..
 Andrew Hasbun, spokesperson 
for Uber, said that what the rider 
reported was deeply troubling and 
that the driver was removed from 
Uber as soon as the company be-
came aware of the accusation. 
Hasbun added that Uber was sup-
porting the police investigation 
and that this driver had had no 
previous feedback of this nature. 
The spokesperson also provided 
the screening policy used by Uber. 
That company indicates that it has 
a zero tolerance policy regarding 
sexual misconduct.
 Uber’s screening policy in 
California is mandatory. Beyond 
driving records that go back seven 
years, every person who wants to 
drive with Uber undergoes a na-
tional, state and local-level crimi-
nal history check that screens a 
series of national, state, and local 
databases including the US Depart-
ment of Justice National Sex Of-
fender Public Website, the PACER 
database, and several different da-
tabases used to identify suspected 
terrorists. This research is subcon-
tracted to Checkr, a third-party 
background check provider. 
 Mooney said that the inves-
tigation is continuing and that if 
other people have information they 
should contact him at (925) 888-
7056. He expects the results to be 
presented to the district attorney 
in the near future. The conclusion 
of the case will take several more 
months, depending on a number 
of factors, including the accused’s 
plea.

PLEASE HELP PROTECT
MORAGA

Support the
COMMUNITY WATCH CAMPAIGN

To Donate, go to:

www.moragacommunityfoundation.org   or:

MCF, 1480 Moraga Road, Ste. C #191, Moraga, CA 94556

Donations designated for the 

Community Watch Campaign will be 

used exclusively for the purchase of 

the Moraga Police Department video 

camera systems.

Raised 
to date:
$20,000

Goal: $60,000

It just took the desire of the 
Moraga Garden Club, the hard 

work of city employee Rubin 
Ochoa and fl owers recommend-
ed by the Moraga Garden Farm 
to give back some life to the old 
and large concrete urns located on 
Country Club Drive. 
 These grandiose and a bit out-
of-place features are the remnants 
of early plans for the Moraga 
Ranch. They were built in 1915 
to signal what was supposed to 
be the entrance of the town. That 
dream never materialized, but 
the concrete features remained, 
a piece of Moraga history many 
think is worth preserving.
 Carolyn Westoff often drives 
on Country Club Drive and the 
empty urns shaded by growing 
trees in the median strip of the 
road bothered her. One of the 
original urns was moved to the 
Moraga library years ago, where 
the group she belongs to, the 
Moraga Garden Club, makes sure 
it is maintained and attractively 
planted with fl owers. Westoff 
mentioned the abanoned urns to 
Parks and Recreation Director Jay 
Ingram, who said that something 
could be done only if the water-
ing system of the urns was opera-
tional.

 The project fell on the lap of 
lead maintenance worker Ochoa, 
who says that he enjoys working 
with the garden club members. 
He inspected the sturdy structure, 
found what was wrong with the 
irrigation system and repaired it 
with parts available in the town’s 
corporation yard. He then cleaned 
up the weeds and old roots be-
fore adding fresh soil and com-
post coming from the town’s own 
compost pile. He turned it over to 
the garden club.
 Westoff was the project man-
ager for the urns and she recruited 
a few friends from the 150 mem-
bers of the group, Penny Walwark, 
Rena Munson, Ute Kelly and Kar-
in Biasotti. They choose begonias 

for the color effect and for their 
low maintenance quality, as well 
as a few grasses. Ochoa says that 
the dirt is about 24-inches deep and 
could even accommodate shrubs.
 Elsie Mastick, who volunteers 
at the Moraga Historical Society, 
has gathered much information 
about the beginning of the town 
and the story of the urns. These 
concrete elements were installed 
on Country Club drive — called 
Munster Drive in 1915 — next 
to the Moraga Barn that was fi rst 
built as a hotel by the Moraga 
Company director Robert Noble 
Burgess. These features were 
constructed to attract potential 
land buyers in the valley. 
 At the time, there was a rail-
road coming to Moraga through 
the Oakland hills and going to 
Antioch.  Munster Drive was sup-
posed to become the main street 
of the community the owners of 
the Moraga Land Company had 
in mind for the valley. But the re-
sponse from the market was poor, 
followed by the crash  of 1929, 
then by World War II. Later Don-
ald Rheem created a second town 
center and what was to become a 
second shopping center. 
 The urns remained on the now 
quiet Country Club Drive. These 
features are part of the history 
tour every third grader takes in 
Moraga, along with the former 
hotel and the Barn that is now 
owned and occupied by Gaskin 
Wealth Management. According 
to Ochoa the urns are here to stay, 
unless someone moves them, as 
the construction is very sturdy. 
The garden club fl owers have re-
stored some of the original pride 
that was invested in them.

The local garden club helps the Moraga 
urns come back to life
By Sophie Braccini

From left, Penny Walwark, Carolyn Westoff , Rena Munson and Ute Kelly.

                 Photo Karin Biasotti

The new bridge in the proposed Moraga Townsite subdivision was fi nished and the concrete urns in place on 

Munster Street when this photo was taken. The Moraga Barn, center back, was also ready for business. One of the 

urns is now part of the landscaping at the Moraga Public Library.                           Photo Moraga Historical Society

Our Orinda offi  ce is uniquely posi� oned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; a central hub for our 30 Be� er Homes and Gardens offi  ces.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

89 Davis Road Ste. 100, Orinda  
925.254.0440

www.bhghome.com/Orinda

811 Shady Glen, Mar� nez  712 Kearney Street, Benicia 2880 Estates Drive, Mar� nez31 Vailwood Court, Danville

This nicely upgraded home with views has 4 bedrooms, 
3 baths, including a large Master Suite and 2065 sf. 
1 bed & bath are conveniently found downstairs at 
street level.  Also featured are a large deck and usable 
up sloped lot.  Beau� ful Alhambra Heights loca� on, 
close to everything.  Off ered at $750,000 by 
Regina Englehart, 925.876.9076.

Beau� ful and spacious single-story home in the 
pres� gious Water’s End neighborhood off ering 4 
bedrooms plus den, 3 bathrooms, 3 car garage, and 
a huge private backyard. Wonderful loca� on walk-
ing to schools and parks.   
Off ered at $829,950 by Sheri Wedlake, 
925.324.2091.

Wonderful single-level beauty with 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths and almost 1500 sf of light/bright open 
space and beam ceilings. Large kitchen/family 
room combo features maple cabinets & breakfast 
bar, gorgeous laminate fl ooring, new carpe� ng. 
Level lot & private, low maintenance backyard!
Off ered at $545,000 by Rose Brudigam, 
               925.746.7560

Spectacular remodeled home on a peaceful 
cul-de-sac w/4br+2ba on main level, 2nd master 
suite upstairs w/ private balcony & views! Vaulted 
ceilings, skylights, fl oor-to-ceiling windows & 
reclaimed wood fl ooring and wall w/inset fi replace. 
Updated kitchen & remodeled baths w/heated 
fl oors.  Closed at $1,375,000 with Julie Georgiou’s 
    grateful clients. CalBRE#01731662 CalBRE#00571094 CalBRE#00571094CalBRE#01043977

OPEN SUN. 1-4

NEW LISTING

REPRESENTED BUYER

Rose Brudigam 
925.765.6490

CalBRE#00571094

Lisa Shaff er 
925.528.9278  

CalBRE#00996886

Sheri Wedlake
925-324-2091 

CalBRE#00872175

Julie Georgiou 
925.200.8246

CalBRE#01043977 

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

CalBRE # 01094898

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
CalBRE# 01308462

RELIANCE PARTNERS

NEW LISTING

MORA GA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Buy A Rocket!
Support the Fireworks
Help Us Raise $29,000
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May 21 to June 3
Alarms 55
Noise complaints   3
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)   9 
Traffi c stops         45 
Suspicious Circumstances   9 
Suspicious Subjects 14
Suspicious Vehicles 13
Accident
 Camino Pablo/Brookwood
 (property) 100 block Crest 
      View Dr.
 Library 
 10 block Camino Sobrante
Animal cruelty
 Reported to Orinda Fire Station  
Barking Dog
 200 block El Toyonal (2)
Burglary, Auto
 10 block Theatre Square
Burglary, Residential
 50 block Orchard Rd.
 10 block Casa Vieja
 300 block El Toyonal 
Death, non-criminal
 10 block Snow Ct.
Disturbance
 Wilder/Rabble Rd
 Safeway (domestic)
 70 block Donald Dr.
Dispute
 Orinda Theater    
 Crest View Dr./Culver Ct.
 10 block Park Lane Dr.
 60 block Claremont Ave.
DUI
 Oak Hill Rd./Mt Diablo Blvd.
Fraud
 80 block Coral Dr. (2) 
ID Theft   
 20 block Dolores Way
 Reported to police
 20 block Via Hermosa (2)
 10 block Alice Place 
Loitering
 90 block Davis Rd.
Medical
 20 block Irwin Way
 Miner/Honey Hill Rd.
 100 block Stein Way
Panhandling
 Bevmo
 Safeway 
Possession stolen property
 Starbucks 
Public Nuisance
 20 block Ardor Dr.
 Camino Pablo/BART
Reckless Driving
 Orinda Intermediate School   
 Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave.
 Moraga Way/El Corte
 San Pablo Dam Rd/Bear Creek 
 Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave.
 Moraga Wy/El Camino Moraga 
Shoplift
 CVS
 20 block Orinda Way
Strongarm robbery
 Camino Encinas/Moraga Way
Theft, Grand
 Theatre Square 
Theft, Petty
 40 block Candle Terrace
Theft, Vehicle
 Starbucks

Traffi c Collision
 40 block Manzanita Safeway
Trespass
 Orinda Country Club
 20 block Heather Ln.
Unauthorized possession
 10 block Theatre Square
Unwanted guest
 10 Crest View Dr.
Warrant Service/Arrest/Advise 
 Safeway

Orinda
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council 
Tuesday, June 20, 6 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, June 27, 7 p.m.
Special Joint Meeting with City Council
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission  
Wednesday, June 14, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, June 19, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Bella Oaks: Orangetheory Fitness but no Chase Bank 
By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda City Council members 
clearly grappled with their 

dreams of what Orinda might be-
come as they agreed to a waiver 
allowing Orangetheory Fitness, an 
interval training, heartbeat-based 
fi tness center, to anchor a corner of 
the proposed development at 25A 
Orinda Way to be known as Bella 
Oaks.  
 Developer Paul Ugenti needed 
the waiver because the gym is not 
a Category A use — not strictly 
falling within the category that in-
cludes restaurants and retail busi-
nesses that were originally planned 
for the development.  
 And despite the concern ex-
pressed by Mayor Eve Phillips, the 
rest of the council could not see 
their way clear to also approve a 
waiver for Chase Bank to occupy 
the other street front corner of the 
development.  
 Ugenti told the council that he 
has been trying for a year to pin 
down tenants for Bella Oaks, and 
is in talks with businesses such as 
Coffee Shop and Urban Remedy 
in Lafayette, and The Gastropig 
in Oakland, but cannot get them to 
agree to open in Orinda without the 
presence of the anchor tenants, Or-
angetheory and Chase Bank. With 
both Orangetheory and Chase, 

Ugenti said, he would have leasing 
commitments equal to 90 percent 
of the building. After the waiver 
for Chase was denied, Ugenti said, 
“Despite this setback we will con-
tinue to work on our leasing agent 
in an attempt to replace Chase 
Bank as our anchor tenant. If we 
are unable to do so the future of the 
project is uncertain and our path 
unclear.”
 There were several concerns 
with the two waiver requests ex-
pressed by both council members 
and members of the public. Loyal 
patrons of the neighboring In For-
ma Fitness, which occupies 23A 
Orinda Way, urged the city coun-
cil not to allow Orangetheory to 
open right next door, fearing that 
the competition would put owner 
Andrea Columbu out of business. 
Columbu, owner since 1995, clear-
ly inspires loyalty and affection in 
the patrons of his establishment, 
but other speakers urged the coun-
cil to allow Orangetheory. Those 
speakers want something different 
and said that there is room for both 
gyms, which cater to quite different 
users.
 The second waiver request pre-
sented an even greater challenge to 
the council, particularly because 
banks are not open evenings and 

Sundays, which, they felt, would 
not contribute to the vibrancy they 
seek for downtown Orinda. In the 
staff report and further comments, 
Orinda appears to suggest that 
Chase has expressed a “prefer-
ence” for a ground fl oor location, 
which Ugenti believes is a misun-
derstanding of Chase’s position. 
Ugenti states that Chase does not 
want a second-fl oor location, an 
extremely rare location for banks.  
Chase Market Director of Real Es-
tate Ronald J. Chester, urged the 
council to consider the fact that 
some 3,500 Chase customers from 
Orinda go to other Chase branches 
each month. Chester was clear that 
this fi gure represents Orindans who 
actually walk into a bank, not auto-
matic teller machine users. Ugenti 
and Chester suggest that when a 
customer goes into a bank, they 
are more likely to combine that trip 
with other errands, such as getting 
dry cleaning done, or having coffee 
or lunch. Thus, they argue, even 
though the city does not derive 
sales tax from a bank, the presence 
of the bank should have a positive 
effect on city revenues.  
 The site of Bella Oaks was once 
a gas station, and has been vacant 
for decades. In 2014 Chase Bank 
applied for permission to build 

and occupy a two story building, 
but later withdrew the application. 
After Bella Oaks was approved by 
the Planning Commission, they 
denied permission for the bank to 
be located on the ground fl oor, but 
suggested that it might go in on the 
second fl oor, adjacent to the park-
ing lot, and approved spaces for 
two ATMs on the ground fl oor. 
 Council member Darlene 
Gee noted that she was very con-
fl icted, but could not approve the 
bank waiver, and Vice Mayor Amy 
Worth agreed with council mem-
bers Gee and Dean Orr. 
 Phillips said, “Chase may not 
be the most exciting tenant, but 
we have 3,500 users.” She said 
she was very concerned about the 
future of the project and wondered 
if this was the council’s last chance 
to make it more than an empty lot.  
If the project fails, she added, she 
thinks the people of Orinda are go-
ing to be really frustrated with the 
council.  
 Council member Orr was un-
receptive to suggestions that the 
street front footage could be re-
duced, but left a small opening for 
the applicant to return with a plan 
for a fi rst fl oor bank that was inter-
nal and did not front the street.

Bella Oaks site at 25A Orinda Way. Orangetheory Fitness in Walnut Creek. Photos Sora O’Doherty

School bus plan on hold, but routes still may be cut
By Sora O’Doherty

The Lamorinda School Bus 
Transportation Agency 

Board backed off its plan to im-
mediately cancel the El Toyonal 
bus route and eliminate stops on 
some other Orinda school bus 
routes, but it appears to be a dim 
hope that the busses might oper-
ate the routes for the next school 
year.  
 At a meeting jam packed with 
upset parents and bus supporters, 
the LSBTA decided that more re-
search was required, and tabled 
the matter until its next meeting 

on July 13 — a date that upset 
many parents even more because 
it will cause their children to miss 
the Stingray Ball at Orinda Park 
Pool that same evening. 
 To make matters even worse, 
on June 5 there was another ac-
cident involving a school bus on 
El Toyonal. No children were 
present and little damage was 
sustained when a white pick-up 
truck sideswiped a school bus and 
failed to stop.
 A steady stream of parents and 
children addressed the LSBTA 
board on June 8.  Although Board 
President Don Tatzin urged the 
audience to withhold applause 
lest they discourage any speak-
ers from voicing a contrary opin-
ion, the applause was frequent 
and enthusiastic and all speakers 
seemed to be unanimous in their 

opposition to the proposed route 
changes, especially the elimina-
tion of route 18, which serves El 
Toyonal, although other routes 
were also represented.  
 The parents begged the board 
to delay a decision on the bus 
routes until the end of the next 
school year, to allow for further 
research, but the board members 
expressed grave doubt that they 
could continue to allow the routes 
to be operated that have been 
deemed dangerous. The parents 
were also dismayed that the next 
meeting will occur when many 
affected families will be on their 
summer vacations.  
 The board and parents also 
heard from Orinda Director of 
Public Works Larry Theis, who 
explained some of the realities 
of dealing with Orinda’s narrow, 

twisting roads. Theis talked about 
such issues as the possibility of 
removing double yellow road 
striping, and replacing it with 
another form of striping. He also 
addressed the issue of improve-
ment to the roadway to increase 
the available width. As a capital 
improvement project such work 
would probably require a year to 
accomplish, from planning and 
city council approval through ac-
tual modifi cations of the roads.  
 One of the issues that was 
raised by the parents was that the 
striping was uneven on the sec-
tion of El Toyonal involved in a 
2014 bus accident: the lanes were 
unevenly divided so that the lane 
the bus was traveling in was only 
seven-and-a-half feet wide, while 
the other lane was over 11 feet 
wide.    ... continued on next page

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with 
your community.  

Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

ALEX GAILAS
925-254-7600

Alex@AGRealty1.com

www.Alexgailas.com

Making you feel confi dent with your 
Real Estate transactions since 2000!

Lamorinda’s Real Estate Brokerage since 2000  

Trust, Diligence, Dedication
CalBRE#01305545

WHAT’S YOUR HOUSE WORTH?
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Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

CalBRE#01335916

$1,325,000
4BR/3BA

2,290 sq. ft.
.5 acre 

flat yard

Just Listed   5 Fleetwood Ct., Orinda

Integrity       Knowledge       Results

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600   |   2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker
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11 REDWOOD CIR  | LAFAYETTE
$2,698,000

4 BR | 3 BA | 3707 Sq. Ft.
Audrey Neale | CalBRE#01441356

264 DRAEGER DRIVE  | MORAGA
$1,525,000

5 BR | 3 BA | 2900 Sq. Ft.
The Holcenberg Team | CalBRE#01373412

472 MILLFIELD PL  | MORAGA
$1,180,000

5 BR | 3 BA | 2348 Sq. Ft.
Maureen Wilbur | CalBRE#01268536

34 SANDERS RANCH RD  | MORAGA
$1,579,500

4 BR | 2.5 BA | 2680 Sq. Ft.
Cookie Javinsky | CalBRE#00598341

5 FLEETWOOD COURT  | ORINDA
$1,375,000

4 BR | 3 BA | 2294 Sq. Ft.
Frank Woodward | CalBRE#01335916

3361 BETTY LANE  | LAFAYETTE
$1,150,000

3 BR | 2 BA | 1154 Sq. Ft.
Robert Brown | CalBRE#01946857

649 MINER RD  | ORINDA
$1,575,000

4 BR | 2.5 BA | 3114 Sq. Ft.
Finola Fellner | CalBRE#01428834

1849 RELIEZ VALLEY RD  | LAFAYETTE
$1,265,000

4 BR | 2 BA | 2173 Sq. Ft.
Tom Stack | CalBRE#01501769

1194 MORAGA ROAD  | MORAGA
$1,075,000

4 BR | 2 BA | 1802 Sq. Ft.
Susan Schlicher | CalBRE#01395579

Sinkhole repair almost done
The Miner Road sinkhole 
repair is nearly complete. 
EBMUD was able to re-
install their high pressure 
water line within one day 
to put it back into service 
supplying water to most 
of Northeast Orinda.  
PG&E rewrapped their 
gas mainline for main-
tenance coating. The 
temporary steel beam 
support has now been 
removed and the sewer 
lines and waterline are 
fully operational.

  Bay Cities is install-
ing the high-fl ow pipes 
above the box culvert 
and the entire area above 
the culvert and between 
the retaining walls will 
be completely backfi lled 
under the proposed 
concrete slab and ve-
hicle barrier that will be 
formed. The overall proj-
ect is still on schedule to 
be completed in early to 
mid-July, according to 
the city. 
— Sora O’Doherty

School bus plan on hold
... continued from page A6
Theis agreed that stripe place-
ment is discretionary, and it was 
suggested that the placement of 
stripes should always be such as to 
accommodate school busses where 
possible. The public works direc-
tor also indicated that he would 
need to hire a special consultant to 
quickly accumulate the data on the 
road conditions of the bus routes.
 Many of the concerned parents 
said they had knowledge in rel-
evant fi elds such as engineering, 
and expressed very specifi c con-
cerns about the methodology of 
the safety study commissioned by 
LSBTA and conducted by School 
Bus Consultants.  There was also 
a great deal of dismay that the re-
port contained what the parents 
regarded as misstatements of the 
applicable law.  The parents have 
been quickly conducting their own 
research, coming up with alterna-
tive buses that are narrower than 
the ones currently used by First 
Student. The alternative buses pre-
sented cost around either $55,000 
or $62,000 each. The parents were 
ready and willing to pitch in and 
help with anything that will keep 
the bus routes operational.  
 Many parents and children ex-
pressed horror at the idea of chil-
dren walking on the dangerous 
road. While Patrick D. Kneib, the 
School Bus Consultants’ project 
manager said that they had never 
suggested that the children walk, 
at least two children addressed 

the board saying that their mother 
would make them walk.  
 Other parents noted that the 
lack of a school bus will drastical-
ly reduce home prices along route 
18. 
 There was also a great deal of 
dissatisfaction with the process of 
noticing the proposed school bus 
changes and the meetings, with 
many in attendance saying that 
they only happened to hear about 
the meeting, but would make sure 
to bring all their neighbors to any 
future meetings.
 Board member and Orinda 
Vice Mayor Amy Worth summed 
up the actions required now: 1) 
thoroughly examine the actual bus 
corridors to fi ne tune the report as 
to the exact location of road defi -
ciencies; 2) look into the possibil-
ity of operating narrower busses 
on these routes; and 3) determin-
ing the conditions under which 
the contractor, First Student, will 
agree to provide service for the 
contested routes.
 Late in the evening, after many 
of the parents had left, the board 
voted unanimously to authorize 
another $5,000 for School Bus 
Consultants to do further work on 
the study. Kneib assured the board 
that the additional money would 
not be used to correct any errors 
in the report but that that would 
be covered by the original amount 
of $70,000 that the board had al-
located for the report.

Fete your three-fourths of a century
Orinda’s Three Quarters of a Century Lunch will take place on June 
21 at the Orinda Community Church. The theme will be the Summer 
of Love with speaker Dennis Erokan, who used to be involved with 
the BAMMY awards. The Three Quarter Century lunch is an annual 
event for all Orinda residents aged 75 years and up. To arrange to 
attend the lunch, contact John Fazel at (925) 324-2017  or by email at 
runmtns@prodigy.net.
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Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, June 21, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, July 11, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

TAXI BLEU
All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Photo courtesy MOFD

MOFD replaces its outside auditor. Again.
By Nick Marnell

The  Moraga-Orinda Fire District hired 
its third auditor in four years in May 

when it agreed to terms with Vavrinek, 
Trine, Day and Company, a national ac-
counting and consulting fi rm. The district 
did not renew its contract with JJACPA 
Inc. after a three-year run.
 Section 26909 of the California Gov-
ernment Code requires that special districts 
provide a regular audit of their fi nancial re-
cords. A district ad hoc committee compris-
ing directors Steve Anderson and John Jex, 
a retired auditor, interviewed auditing fi rms 
and recommended that the board award 
Vavrinek, Trine, Day and Company a three-
year contract through June 30, 2019 worth 
$52,000, over $20,000 more than the district 
paid for the same services with JJACPA.  

 “We’ve become more sophisticated, 
and for what we were asking of an auditor, 
we think this is a reasonable price to pay,” 
said Anderson. “And we’ve been pretty 
tough on our auditors.”
 The district fi red its auditing fi rm, 
Cropper Accountancy Corp., in 2013 after 
the company failed to recognize $2 million 
that should have been allocated to a special 
district fund. JJACPA signed off on 2015 
and 2016 district fi nancial reports that in-
cluded a $23 million incorrectly recorded 
prepaid item.  
 Since 2014, the district has produced 
not only annual fi nancial records but a 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, 
a much more detailed analysis of district 
fi nancial operations.

MOFD to purchase four power gurneys for its ambulances
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict board accepted an Assis-

tance to Firefi ghters Grant award 
from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency that will allow the 
district to outfi t four of its ambu-
lances with self-loading gurneys. 
 “The self-loading gurneys are 
better for the patient, and they are 
better for the fi refi ghters, too,” said 
Fire Chief Stephen Healy. “Firefi ght-
ers won’t blow out their backs lifting 
so much weight from the ground.”
 The gurneys operate using a 
battery-powered hydraulic system 
which supports a cot on which the 
patient lies, and with the push of a 
button, the patient is loaded into or 
unloaded from the ambulance.
 At more than $47,000 a piece, 
power gurneys had been cost-pro-
hibitive for the district, but com-
bined with nearly $160,000 from 
the AFG award, the district will 
apply $30,000 it had budgeted for 
two traditional gurneys to cover the 
total cost of the four state-of-the art 
models.  Battalion Chief Jerry Lee, 
who authored the grant proposal, 
said that two of the gurneys will 
be placed into the two new district 
ambulances and two into the ambu-
lances at Station 41 and Station 44.
 “Gurneys are probably the most 
used item in the fi re district,” Lee 

said. “Essentially every medical 
call requires the use of a gurney.”
 Since he was named battalion 
chief in 2012, Lee has procured $2.9 
million in grant funding for the dis-
trict, highlighted by a $1.1 million 
FEMA Staffi ng for Adequate Fire 
and Emergency Response grant in 
2013 which covered the salaries 
and benefi ts of four fi refi ghters for 
two years.
 MOFD had not fared well in se-
curing grant money prior to Lee’s 
promotion. “Maybe it was a per-
ception that the district was pretty 

well funded,” Lee said.  And may-
be it was also because Lee sought 
out the award money from federal 
and regional agencies, and put in 
the work to obtain the funding.
 Grant applications typically 
take Lee 20 hours to fi ll out. The 
application to FEMA for the self-
loading gurneys ran 26 pages and 
did not contain simply a succession 
of yes-no and multiple choice ques-
tions. Lee had to provide detailed 
narratives about the structure of 
the fi re district, its fi nances, the 
community it serves and why it 

was applying for the grant in the 
fi rst place. He submitted the com-
pleted application in November 
and FEMA notifi ed MOFD of the 
award on May 19.
 The Stryker power gurney pic-
tured is an example of the equip-
ment the district looks to purchase. 
With the district board — minus an 
absent John Jex — having unani-
mously accepted the FEMA award 
money June 7, Lee will begin the 
competitive bidding process, with 
gurney delivery expected in the 
2017-18 fi scal year.

DeSaulnier’s Moraga town hall   ... continued from page A4
 DeSaulnier drew applause ex-
plaining why he chose not to attend 
the presidential inauguration. The 
sympathetic audience applauded 
again hearing their Congressman’s 
stance against defense spending. (De-
Saulnier says the Department of De-
fense has wasted $125 billion dollars 
in spending.) He called the adminis-
tration’s new medical aid bill, passed 
by the U.S. House of Representatives 

May 4, “one of the worst pieces of 
legislation I’ve ever seen.” 
 With his own preexisting medi-
cal condition related to a blood can-
cer diagnosis, DeSaulnier himself 
has reason to be concerned about 
what changes Trumpcare might 
bring. “You can’t change (health 
care) in one year,” he said, but he 
expects to see bipartisan support 
to prevent benefi t cutbacks to low- 

and middle-income wage-earners. 
 Civility and passion should 
coexist even in disagreement, De-
Saulnier said, but he admits getting 
information with civility today is “a 
real challenge.” His Moraga-based 
audience of 200 might beg to differ.
 DeSaulnier’s town hall presen-
tation is available online at https://
desaulnier.house.gov/newsroom/
power-point-presentations

Canyon challenges Moraga   ... continued from page A1
 Moraga was fast to answer to 
Canyon’s declaration of emergen-
cy, even using the Nixle emergency 
channel to broadcast its response. 
Priebe characterized Canyon’s al-
legations that the bridge had not 
been properly assessed as “gross 
misrepresentation of the facts.” He 
explained that the town decided 
to close the bridge following ex-
pert advice that indicated that the 
structure was unsafe for public use. 
The manager added that the town 
declared its local emergency pursu-
ant to the correct government code, 
referencing the California Emer-
gency Services Act.
 The Canyon School Board’s 
president said that if the bridge is 
not safe, a Pioneer Bridge should be 
installed. The Canyon school board 
asked for an estimate of a 150-foot, 
two lane steel bridge and received 
a quote for $250,000. Smith adds 
that if the hill is unstable, then the 
town should already have started to 
build a retaining wall.
 At previous Moraga town coun-
cil meetings the town engineer and 
public work director made a de-

tailed description of the work that 
needed to be done before a tem-
porary bridge be set in place. The 
hill that failed continues to move 
and a complete understanding of 
the depth and span of the instabili-
ties needs to be completed before 
remediation takes place, otherwise 
whatever is built now to contain the 
hill might fail again. Only then will 
remediation have a chance to last, 
and a temporary solution can be put 
in place.
 At the beginning of June the 
town was notifi ed that the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
denied the Town’s Public Assis-
tance request because the Emer-
gency Relief program administered 

by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration is the lead federal agency 
for bridges and roadways emer-
gency projects. The Town will fo-
cus on working with FHWA for ER 
program grant funding.
 At the June 14 council meet-
ing, which starts at 7 p.m., Kwan 
will present six alternatives and the 
council will decide on a course of 
action. The solutions range from 
doing nothing to constructing a 
permanent new bridge. Several 
alternatives of temporary bridges 
will be proposed. The meeting is 
opened to the public at 335 Rheem 
Blvd. and can also be seen online at 
https://livestream.com/moraga.

Sinkhole bid to be awarded  
The town received four bids to repair the sinkhole at Rheem Boule-
vard and Center Street, ranging between $1.3 and $2 million. At this 
week’s city council meeting, the contract should be awarded to the 
lowest bidder, McGuire and Hester, if the council fi nds them respon-
sive and responsible. If the council follows staff recommendation 
work should start in July for 77 consecutive workdays. The Rheem 
Boulevard and Center Street intersection will be completely closed 
off to motorists during construction.

MOFD fears a fierce fire season
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District re-
sponded to a four-alarm vegetation 

fi re June 5 that charred over 20 acres in 
Orinda along westbound Highway 24. It 
was the fi rst event of what fi re offi cials 
fear is shaping up to be a very rough fi re 
season, and prompted these words from 
Fire Chief Stephen Healy.

“With the heavy rains this past winter, 
the larger fuels have higher moisture con-
tents, which is good because the chances 
of a confl agration from a fuel-fed fi re are 
diminished. However, these same rains, 
particularly those late in the season, have 
contributed to an annual grass crop that is 
thick and tall. This is why we ask our citi-
zens to remove dead fuel, including grass, 
brush and trees. Remember only to mow 
weeds during morning hours, when fuel 
moistures are higher and the winds are 
typically lighter. For more information 
about vegetation management and other 
community risk-reduction measures, 
check our website: www.mofd.org ” 

New job for Hoover
Former Moraga-Orinda 
Fire District Fire Mar-
shal Tonya Hoover was 
appointed superintendent 
of the U.S. National Fire 
Academy in May. She be-
comes the fi rst woman to 
lead the academy. “I feel 
so honored to serve our 
nation’s fi re service within 
my new role,” Hoover 
said. “I also want to thank 
the citizens of MOFD and 
the members of the fi re district for allowing me to serve 
them as the fi re marshal and take those lessons throughout 
the rest of my career.” Hoover worked at MOFD from 
1998 until 2007 and later served as state fi re marshal.

Tonya Hoover in 2014

Lamo archive
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Scouts earns Merit Badge
Dear Editor,
I’m writing a report on the Lamor-
inda newspaper for my Boy Scouts 
Merit Badge. I’m supposed to say 
a thing I enjoy about the paper. I 
think it was a great idea to have the 
winning team of soccer or basket-
ball in the newspaper. It is very fun 
to see your name and picture in the 
paper and show your family.

Chandler Peatross

Dear Editor,
For a Boy Scout requirement I am 
supposed to write to you and ex-
press my opinion or share informa-
tion with you. I would like to fi rst
express my opinion. I love all the 
work you guys do over there. I 
sometimes go out and grab the 
newspaper at my house and I al-
ways like looking at the front page. 
I would like to share information 
with you but I don’t currently have 
anything very important. When I 
do get some information I’ll make 
sure you’re the fi rst to hear. 

Charlie Peacock

What about other large vehicles 
on El Toyonal?
Dear Editor,
Why now? I’ve been here 40 years. 
They use small busses on upper 
El Toyonal. What about garbage 
trucks, or UPS trucks? What about 
fi re trucks? 
 Our city needs to seek an ex-
emption or we withhold tax mon-
ey. For Uber or Lyft.

Caroline Smith
Orinda

Support local climate change ef-
forts
Dear Editor,
Climate change is a “tragedy of the 
(unregulated) commons.”
 Cattle herders in England in the 
early 1800s shared a “commons” 
on which they were each entitled 
to let their cows graze, as was the 
custom in English villages. Each 
individual herder had an incentive 
to add more cattle, because they 
would receive additional benefi ts 
from each additional animal, but 
the whole group would suffer if too 
many cattle were added and over-
grazing destroyed the commons.  
Only a rule-making authority that 
encompassed the entire commons 
could protect it.
 The Paris climate agreement is 
just such a rule-making authority 
that can limit destruction of our 
common atmosphere and climate. 
President Trump’s decision to 
withdraw is as narrow-minded and 

foolish as the cattle herders on the 
English commons.
 We the people can make up for 
president Trump’s failure by sup-
porting local actions such as state 
carbon tax legislation, SB 775, and 
choosing community choice en-
ergy providers for our counties and 
cities.

Jim Ulrick
Orinda

Onoda is out of touch with poet 
laureate
Dear Editor,
I hope I’m not the only one to see 
the ludicrous positioning of two 
news stories about Moraga govern-
ment on page 4 of the 5/31/ edition.
 First, Moraga’s budget “scrap-
ing the bottom of the barrel” and 
right next to it Moraga’s “Mayor 
Onoda wants to appoint Moraga’s 
own poet laureate.
 The town is in dire shape fi -
nancially which demands the full 
attention of our elected offi cials 
and, it won’t get a lot better soon.  
BUT the person who is ‘Mayor’ is 
concerned that SHE wants our own 
town poet, and that this is “an im-
portant ‘personal’ project of hers.” 
 We are told it would not be a 
paid position but that the person 
would be given an offi ce at the 
Hacienda at no charge so that they 
would write - as though that makes 
it OK.
 The town still has to pay for the 
overhead on that offi ce, to clean it, 
maintain it, light it, heat it, cool it, 
and to say nothing of insuring it as 
part of the building.  None of that 
is FREE.  
 It was suggested that Moraga 
join Orinda and Lafayette in such 
a project but according to the pa-
per, the “mayor would not hear of 
it” - - really? On top of that, she 
wants to the authority to make the 
appointment WITHOUT A VOTE 
OF THE COUNCIL.
 When I was a kid we had a 
snarky comeback for situations 
like this:  “Who died and made you 
king?”
 Mayor Onoda does not under-
stand her role as mayor. She is sup-
posed to represent all the people of 
the town and she is not to use her  
position  to further her personal 
projects.
 Shame on the council if it ap-
proves this proposal. And Mayor 
Onoda should resign her position 
so she can pursue her own ‘person-
al projects’ on her own time and 
dime.

Barbara Simpson
Moraga

Letters to the Editor

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the 
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- 
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising 
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verifi cation purposes only). Letters should be 350 
words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit www.
lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular 
mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN. RESERVE NOW TO
RECEIVE LIMITED-TIME BENEFITS.

Your place in Walnut Creek - now you can see (and reserve it) for yourself
at the Viamonte Preview Center. Opening in 2020, Viamonte will place you

at the intersection of nature and culture, serenity and vitality, creative
cuisine and cosmopolitan shopping. Adjoining The Orchards, a walkable community 

of shops, restaurants and tree-lined walkways in sight of Mt. Diablo,
Viamonte is now accepting refundable deposits on a limited number of

architecturally distinctive residences.

seeing is beliving.
reserving is rewarding.

Viamonte at Walnut Creek is a creative collaboration from the team that brings you the well-established Continuing Care Retirement Communities of 
The Tamalpais, The Sequoias San Francisco, and The Sequoias Portola Valley. Viamonte Senior Living is a California nonprofit public benefit corporation
and has sole financial responsibility for the development and operation of Viamonte at Walnut Creek. Benefits applicable to new appointments.

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING IN WALNUT CREEK •  OPENING 2020

CALL TODAY TO VISIT OUR
PREVIEW CENTER: 925-266-3633

165 LENNON LN, SUITE 105  •  WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598
VIAMONTELIVING.ORG

Giving Dreams an Address    

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700

Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com
CalBRE#00700106                    CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

Jeff  Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

3705 Highland Ct., Lafayette
For those seeking distinction... 
This rare top-of-hill, serene retreat captures

views & nature from 2+ acres. Attractive

single story 4 bedroom plus fabulous

outdoor living area with kitchen, pool & park-

like yard.  www.3705HighlandCt.com 
$1,495,000

Reporter 
Wanted
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for an additional 

City Reporter:

 

Required Qualifi cations:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical

and professional. Live or work in or near the Lamorinda 

area and have the ability to write balanced, researched,

well-structured articles. Prior journalism experience

desired, but not required. 

 

Compensation: 

Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing sample 

to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call

(925) 377-0977

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
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(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

green solutions!

We Hop To It!

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for cooktops 

and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/17

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off

Tankless water heater 
installation*

We’re poly‐pipe certified
(approved vendors of PG&E ‐ better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plumbing job*

Head Frog Mo Williams

Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until July 31, 2017

Steve Benjamins lives on an-
other planet, one where time-

lessness and quality reign.  In our 
world where impermanence is ev-
erywhere, he talks about musical 
instruments made to last centuries. 
 His calling is to restore the in-
struments and give them back the 
majestic sound they were built to 
produce. In his Golden Gate Way 
atelier he is now working on a 1896 
Chickering & Sons, from the fi rst 
American piano manufacturer, giv-
ing it back concert quality sound 
and enjoying himself immensely in 
that process.
 Benjamins says that one thing 
he loves about his job is that people 
pay him to work slowly. He never 
takes more than one or two instru-
ments a year and has built such a 
reputation now that the waitlist is 
long. He can even refuse to work 
on instruments too recent that he 
does not feel are worth a restora-
tion. Benjamins also tunes pianos 
and plays professionally.
 “After the Great Depression, 
people started to take shortcuts 
and use cheaper material to make 
the pianos,” says Benjamins. He 
gives the example of a 1970 Ger-
man harpsichord that looked like a 
beautifully made instrument. The 
artisan explains that in the middle 
of the harpsichord, two pieces of 
pressed wood had been used un-
der the rose wood veneer, maybe 
to save a few Deutschmarks, but 

when Benjamins started to tune it 
and put it to tension like he does for 
well-made instruments, these piec-
es would not stand the tension and 
broke, completely destroying the 
instrument. “It had to be trashed,” 
he adds sadly.
 But nothing of the sort hap-
pened with the Chickering he is re-
storing now. He says that the Hill-
sborough client had bought a large 
mansion and needed a piano to go 
with it. Friends of friends owned 
the old American instrument, a 
family heirloom, but had no use for 
it anymore. The client bought it for 
$2,500. The restoration will cost 
them $20,000, but then the value of 
the antique piano will jump to more 
than $100,000.
 What is special about this Bos-
ton manufacturer is that he was the 
fi rst in the world to use iron bars 
to increase the tension in the piano 
and thus creating a more profound 
base that gives each piano its per-
sonality. 
 “When this happened, pianos 
were fi nally able to produce the big 
sound that some composers, like 
Mendelsohn, needed,” says Ben-
jamins as he is brings back to mag-
nifi cence a piece of history.
 Benjamins starts playing the in-
strument that’s now in the fi nal tun-
ing stage. The sound is stunning, 
full and sonorous, ready to become 
the medium for the most intense 
musical emotions. The piano re-

storer and tuner is also a player and 
already imagines playing the re-
stored Chickering in the large hall 
it was purchased to adorn. People 
sometimes hire him to play at par-
ties.
 Moving through his warehouse, 
Benjamins points to the old pianos 
he has purchased to rescue them. 
He says that today’s piano are made 
to last 80 years, and then go. What 
made the big difference for the old 
instruments was the quality of the 
woods, metal and other material 
that were used to construct them.
 “This wood was probably cut 
down in the 1850s,” says Ben-
jamins, pointing to the frame of 
a 1893 Steinway Baby Grand he 
is also restoring, “At the time the 
wood was cured in open air for 
some 50 years. This wood now 
is as hard as a nail and it was cut 
so thick, two inches of American 
oak, that we can clean it up with 
a chisel and return it vibrancy.” 
Once cleaned the wood will be 
given a coat of West Marin Epoxy 
to reseal it. Benjamins says that the 
wood used now comes from trees 
that were not given enough time to 
grow and then to dry. He adds that 
the fi rst Stradivariuses were made 
out of very old German trees that 
simply do not exist anymore. 
 Benjamins pays also great at-
tention to the bent sideboard that, 
when made right, with spruce, will 
make the piano sing and give it its 
personality. 
 Benjamins’ client said he could 
keep the instrument for a few more 
months to tune to perfection the 
new set of cords. He will continue 
this work of love for a few more 
weeks. Benjamins also will come 
to people’s home to tune their pi-
ano, even if they don’t own an ex-
ceptional instrument. “It should be 
done every three years,” he says.
 Scott Hildula recently produced 
a documentary about Benjamins 
that was featured in the Lamorinda 
Arts Council’s documentary com-
petition. It can be viewed online 
at https://youtu.be/27Im8zoqQW8. 
More about Benjamins at http://
www.restorationpiano.com.

Steve Benjamins starts playing the 1896 Chickering & Sons he has been 

restoring to its former splendor.          Photo Sophie Braccini

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfi ed client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190 
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

Ill-advised drivers still using Pinehurst 
Road as an alternate route though Canyon
By Nick Marnell

Ramifi cations of the Canyon 
Road bridge outage in Mora-

ga continue to haunt Canyon resi-
dents.
 On the evening of the Canyon 
Elementary School Science Fair, 
a big rig driver lugging an auto 
carrier detoured onto Redwood 
Road and Pinehurst Road to avoid 
congestion on Highway 13 north-
bound. Predictably, he jackknifed 
his vehicle on the fi rst major hair-
pin turn after he passed through 
Canyon, closing Pinehurst to traf-
fi c in both directions. Because the 
Canyon Road Bridge in Moraga 
closed in April, the accident shut 
down one of the only available 
town access roads for three hours. 
 According to Gloria Faircloth, 
Canyon School superintendent, 
many of the families could not 
make the May 25 fair, and town 
residents worried for their safety, 
fearing that an emergency might 
occur while the road remained 
blocked.
 The truck driver told Can-
yon resident Sally Hogarty, who 
was stuck in the traffi c jam, that 
he used a GPS app that directed 
him to use Pinehurst to bypass the 
heavy Highway 13 traffi c. 
 “If you look at a map, it looks 
like a good way to go,” said Mor-

aga Chief of Police Jon King, who 
mused over the truck driver’s ac-
tion. “But I can’t imagine why 
anyone would do that. And why 
do these mapping programs think 
this is a good idea?” Representa-
tives from Waze, Google Maps 
and Apple Maps did not respond 
with an answer to that question. 
 King said he reached out to 
the routing apps to let them know 
about the Canyon Road Bridge 
closure. Julie Bueren, Contra Cos-
ta County Public Works Director, 
said she has successfully reported 
road closures to Google Maps, 
although she is still not satisfi ed. 
“With this winter’s storms and 
several long term road closures, I 
realize we need a process to notify 
mapping companies to ensure the 
accurate information is out there, 
and we are looking at how to do 
that for the County Network,” she 
said. 
 Signage appears to be the most 
obvious and immediate solution to 
deter trucks from using Pinehurst 
as an alternate route. The town of 
Moraga posted its informational 
signage immediately after the 
bridge closure. According to Fer-
nando Valdez of the Contra Costa 
Public Works Department, the 
county posted a No Trucks sign 

atop Pinehurst near Skyline. And 
Art Carrea of the Alameda County 
Public Works Department said that 
his department will put up a warn-
ing sign at the Pinehurst-Redwood 
Road intersection to discourage 
truckers from driving on Pinehu-
rst.
 But there is a catch to the pre-
ventive measures. According to 
Offi cer Brandon Correa of the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol, ignoring a 
warning sign or an informational 
sign does not provide grounds for 
a traffi c ticket. And despite the 
ruckus the truck driver caused, 
“Unless an offi cer observes a vio-
lation, we cannot issue a citation,” 
Correa said.
 Sgt. Ray Kelly of the Alam-
eda Sheriff’s Offi ce said that it is 
up to the county supervisors, law 
enforcement, traffi c engineers and 
community leaders to sit down 
and talk about the impact and the 
dangers of a truck going through 
Canyon. “Our job is to keep the 
roadways safe for vehicles and pe-
destrians. If we put up signs here, 
there will be problems over there; 
if you do A, then B will happen. 
What if someone hires a mover? 
What do they do then?” Kelly said.
 Pinehurst Road problems are 
not caused only by truck drivers; 
slides and fallen trees have also 
shut down the road this winter and 
spring. Citing the longer response 
times for fi re, medical and secu-
rity emergencies, exacerbated by 
the road closures since the bridge 
outage, the Canyon School Dis-
trict board declared a local state of 
emergency May 25, requesting the 
state to take action to “restore trav-
el across the Canyon Road bridge 
quickly.”

Not a very good idea. Courtesy Jamie Barret Riley

We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 
a sports bar, something for families, 
couples, students and seniors. On the 
menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 
specialities, from the classic bruschetta 
made with melted fontina cheese and 
sautéed mushrooms to mista and 
arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 
primis and seconds. The restaurant has 
full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com

Steve Benjamins, the man who works slowly
By Sophie Braccini
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Armin Adly 
Sean Ahmed 
Czarnie Alinsod 
Bradley Altbaum 
Christopher Anderson 
Rhett Anderson 
Callista Asuncion 
Emily Attiyeh 
Marguerite Audley 
Alexandra Awwad 
Joshua Baginski 
Madeline Bakar 
Bennett Baker 
Bryan Bamford 
Dante Bamont 
Nikolas Barakos 
Benjamin Barreto 
Caroline Basha 
Natalie Basha 
Harrison Bauer 
Aidan Beard 
Cameron Beattie 
Dylan Beaunae 
Samantha Bell 

Ryan Bixler 
Imani Boggan 
Michael Bone 
Jazzlynn Boynton 
Faith Branch 
Emma Broback 
Samantha Browne 
Jonathan Burns 
Matthew Burns 
Cameron Burrill 
Alyssa Burtis 
Sterling Butler 
Alexandra Calender 
Joshua Candau 
Peter Candell 
Elvia Canonizado 
Jessica Carlin 
Payson Carpenter 
Emily Carr 
Marina Carr 
Mia Carvotta 
Alexis Caviness 
Cole Christensen 
Ian Churchill 

Caroline Clark 
Ryan Clavin 
Eliza Cleaver 
Kaitlin Clever 
Lindsay Cocotis 
William Cohen 
Owen Coleman 
Takori Coleman 
Cole Combi 
Kelsey Comins 
Laura Connolly 
Casey Conrad 
Jason Cornell 
Lauren Crowson 
Natalee Culver 
Yohannes Dagne 
Andrew Dao 
Molly Davis 
Kallie Deakins 
Dylan Decool 
Charles Delamore 
Anna deRoque 
Alexandra Donner 
Elizabeth Dorner 
Rachel Dresdner 
Brenden Duboff  
Alexander Edraki 
Thomas Edwards 
Melissa Elliott 
Charlotte Ensley 
Callie Ericksen 
Danielle Evangelista 
Isaac Evans 

Michael Everton 
Tyler Ewing 
John Feddersen 
Alexandra Figueredo 
Hailey Fisher 
Ryan Franke 
Joseph Frumenti 
Olivia Gaff ney 
Nicole Gagliardi 
Cole Gallagher 
Troy Ganter 
Nickolas Garcia 
Sarah Garfein 
Bennett Garza 
Emma Godfrey 
Christopher Gonser 
Amanda Gonzales 
Alyssa Gorton 
Hayley Gotelli 
Rajiv Govindjee 
William Grace 
Paul Griessel 
Devin Grobeck 
Hannah Gurson 
Madeline Guzaitis 
Benyamin Hakimjavadi 
Kelsey Hansen 
Sarah Hansen 
Quinn Harrington 
Alexander Hashim 
Madeleine Helvey 
Brian Hemmenway 
Jin Young Heo 

Fernanda Heredia 
Hadas Hessler 
Thomas Higgins 
Aaron Hill 
Lan Chi Ho 
John Hoff man 
Lillian Hooker 
Foster Houlston 
Naomi House 
Taylor Howell 
Trinity Howell 
Kyle Hulsey 
Andrew Hyatt 
Nicholas Jaber 
Skylar Jeveli 
Parker Jones 
Gabriela Joseph 
Axel Jurgens 
Joseph Kahler 
Jonah Kallen 
Ryan Kapoor 
Shanel Kashef 
Rebekah Kaufman 
Alexander Kaviani 
Christopher Keeler 
Cecily Kenney 
Daniel Kim 
Isabel Kirke 
Sean Ko 
Lauren Kobayashi 
Greta Kohls 
Hannah Kramer 
Mandan Kuhn 

Drew Kuzmin 
     Batchelor 
Daniel Kvitko 
Stanley Kvitko 
Lauren Ladrech 
Michael Lalor 
Rebecca LaMotte 
Katharine Larson 
Natalie Lawton 
Brianna Lee 
Ryan Levy 
John Lewerenz 
Jingyanshan Li 
Derrick Lin 
Olivia Lindgren 
Natalie Lira 
John Lomond 
Alexia Lucey 
Ophelia Luchin 
Francesco Macayan 
Samuel Machol 
Chase Maderious 
Matthew Magnus 
Emilie Malinovsky 
Evan Mann 
Mitchel Manning 
Sarah Manning 
Neil Marcellini 
Windy Margerum 
Jesse Marlow 
Veronica Marrone 
Maia Marshall 
Alexandra Matson 

Connor McCarthy 
Kevin McConnell 
Chloe McCullough 
Mason McKay 
Harley McKee 
Mitchell McTigue 
Seth McWhirter 
Allison Merrill 
Evan Mickas 
Sarah Miles 
Joseph Miller 
Kai Mills 
Mea Mitchell 
Matthew Mlynek 
Matthew Moorehead 
Diego Mountin 
Julia Mueller 
Nixson Murgia 
Chase Nemanic 
William Newman 
Lucy Nguyen 
Jacqueline Nichols 
Meghan Nuti 
Julian O’Donnell 
Scott Ortlieb 
Sean Ortlieb 
Katie Pan 
Brooke Panfi li 
Daniel Paris 
Caroline Passalacqua 
Sabina Patel 
Ben Peck 
Marguerite Phillips 

Meredith Pierce 
Robert Plafker 
Justin Plummer 
Eva Poulsen 
Liza Pressman 
Noah Prozan 
Brody Quinn 
Stefan Ramsey 
Cassandra Reid 
William Rembac 
Cole Robertson 
Kyra Robertson 
Bradley Robison 
Flavia Caroline 
      Rodrigues 
Juan Rodriguez 
Eric Rogers 
Morgan Rogers 
Patrick Romero 
Karina Ron 
Wesley Rosemont 
Arisa Routh 
Matthew Ruegg 
Diana Ruiz 
Katrina Rynne 
Olivia Sabbadini 
Jade Sadoff  
Benjamin Salquist 
Daniel Seiler 
David Severet 
Bijan Shahabi 
Elizabeth Shehter 
Anne Shepherd 

Gabriel Singer 
Carter Smith 
Jonathan Smith 
Riley Smith 
Nickolas Smyrnios 
Samuel Stack 
Heidi Stanford 
Julia Stedman 
Dominique 
       Steinbrecher 
Madison Stewart 
Mia Noelle Stripling 
John Stryker 
Cameran Stuart 
Ryan Summerlin 
Lia Swan 
Asiana Tam 
Kourosh Tavakoli 
Leah Templeton 
Claire Terentieff  
Delila Tesfai 
Steff en Thallaug 
Adrielle Thorenfeldt 
Zachary Tom 
Madison Toma 
Melanie Tymn 
Uma Unni 
Jilliane Vallesteros 
Anne Varellas 
Sophia Varnai 
Matthew Vicencio 
Alexander Volkov 
Mark von Hacht

Clare Elizabeth Ahearn
Allison Ahn
Stephanie Nicole Alderete
Ray Joseph Altenberg
Victoria Grace Andersen
Juliet Raelene Arnswald
Joshua William Baier
Alex Michael Baldwin
Dylan Keola Ball
Kimberly Judith Baxter
Ana Michaela Tee 
        Bernardo
Sierra Nicole Berrick
Raymond Joseph Berzins
Taylor Alexandra Birdsong
Shelby Lynn Bocks
Branden Ariel Pregillano 
        Bocobo
Justine Bon
Kaveh Boostanpour
Navid Nicholas Boozarpour
Chloe Maguelone Bouchy
Jake Anthony Bowen
Sophia Marie Braden
Bridget Mary Bradford
Peter Jacob Brassinga
Jake Leon Breul
Annie Elizabeth Brewster
Grace Kathryn Mauli 
      Ola Brown
Jack Joseph Brown
Jaime Lynn Brown
Mackenzie Anne Brown

Mariah McKenna Brown
Rebecca Elizabeth Buck
Kelsey Elizabeth Budde
Grace Lauren Milburn 
          Burnite
Abigail Maria Burns
Samantha Mary Burt
Noelle Marie Cadotte
Andrea Alexa Calderon
Thomas Michael Caprio
Alexander Joseph Capurro
Nathan Dunn Carlson
Richard Lawrence Chen
Ann J. Cherayil
Josh Christian
Jonathan Chu
Claire Lorraine Cimino
Andrew James Cirelli
Bennett Robert Coates
Josie Clare Cole
Nathaniel Barrett Correll
Cameron Marie Canter 
        Cort
Kiera Lynn Crandall
William(Cole) Coleman 
       Cronk
Aidan Davies Crouch
Kannah Jacob Cruickshank
Alexander James Crum
Carlie Ann Crumbaugh
Quinn Michael Cuddihy
Jennalee Elizabeth Curtis
Shane Michael Dalton
Daniel John Damianakes
Michael Joseph DaRodda
Raymond Barron Diaz
Elle Akera D’Iorio
Briana Jean Donat
Anthony Jay Doninelli
Ryan Patrick Doyle
Zachary Patrick Duff y
Amanda Margaret 
       Dunning
Jovana Durovic

Alexandria Alma Patricia 
       Dusauzay
Danielle Helen Dusauzay
Rupert Gabriel Dusauzay
Solomon Omar Dusauzay
Lindsay Rose Easter
Dominic Milano Edwall
Grady Davis Balamuth 
       Eglin
Payton Katherine Ellis
Jenna Rose Englund
Simone O. Epperson
Brandon Keba Falicki
Sarah Angeline Fass
Riley Hope Felt
Nathan Bourdet Fenske
Christian Thomas Fick
Benjamin Jun Fish
Noah Francis Fitzmaurice
Sean Francis Flannelly
Christopher Francis Fleming
Kyle J. Flett
Samuel Aitken Foss
Frenel Matthew Francisco
Lev So Garcia
Calvin Christopher Gee
Robert Spencer Giglio
Shannon Lee Gilbert
William Gipson IV
Haleigh Alexandra Goett
Daniel Ethan Gong
Janelle Haley Gong
Richard Gong
Sydni Gordon
Sabrina Madeleine 
       Gottlieb
Jennifer Lynn Gregory
Jolen Miles Griffi  n
Kaley Grupe
Matthew Jasper Farne 
      Guerrero
Emily Marshall Halsebo
Lydia Lucero Hancock
Joan Laurina Harris

Shaeleigh Marie Hasler
Wayne Christopher 
       Hawkins
Bryce Charles Henderson
Rachel McCoy Hendricks
Kacie Jean Hennessy
Scott Jacob Hillhouse
Kyle McGuff ey Hinds
Vincent Jen Fone Ho
Andrew Robert Holloway
Lauren Elizabeth 
       Holloway
Michael Harding Hooper
Dylan Michael Hoover
Rebecca L. Hull
Hayden Everett Hunt
Christina Emma Hunter
Julia Elizabeth Hyatt
Anastasia Izmailova
Rachel Marie Cosola 
     Jackson
Kari Johanna Jensen
Rachel Jin
Kaylee Johns
Nick Johnson
Diana Marlene Katzman
Jessie M. Keppler
Gwendolyn Tryphena 
       Kessenich
Charlotte Olivia Ketley
Ethan Hiroshi Khakmahd
Ghazal Khashayar
Anthony Jang Kim
Everett Jang Kim
Peyton Leigh King
Sara Jean Koenigsberg
Ashley Hannah Kohan
Sarah Elizabeth Ku
Michael Allen La Porta
Matt Lai
Saskia Alice Lamb
Nicholas Gerard Lee Landry
Cooper Paul LaRhette
Ashley Lee

Frances Lee
Matthew Jason Lee
Spencer Stephen Lekki
Sara Anne Lemelin
Samuel David Levy
Matthew Philip Lewis
Austen Li
Jordan H. Li
Jason Daniel Lin
Mia Banducci Lineweaver
Mikayla Dorin Llewellyn
Alicia Maria Long
Matthew Samuel LoPresti
Katherine Thuy-An Ly
Quinn Edward Lyon
Logan Cole MacDonald
Jack Michael MacLennan
Xuan Yu Mao
Tomas Antonio Martinho
Claire Austin Matranga
Ronin Clyde McCobb
Ryan Elliott McCormick
Vivian Rose McGowan
Nicholas Umberto Mediati
Holly Terese Melohn
Kyra Ann Jinnett 
        Merryman
Katharine Mae Metcalf
John David Moeller
Amanda Jean Moellering
Kate Violet Molloy
John Michael Monasevitch
Nikolaus Jackson Moore
Jack L. Moser
Jenna Lynn Muller
Garrett J. Murphy
Emilie Florence Naughten
Michael Navruzyan
Claire Elizabeth Nelson
Abigail Wilder Norton
Avery Novick
Natalie Novick
Katherine Constance 
      Nunn

Elizabeth Hailey Obrand
Genevieve Erin O’Brien
Kiera Pauline O’Brien
Gabrielle Laura Ortega
Isabel Correa Owens
Katarina Rose Owens
Jake Daniel Oxendine
Lauren Elene Pak
Tajveer Singh Parhar
Lilly Anna Partovi
Matthew Cole 
      Pascual-Mead
Christopher Jack Patty
Sofya Pesternikova
Caroline Weber Phipps
John Robert Poole
Zoe Annelise Portnoff 
Olivia Mei Yee Price
Samuel Michel Pride
Jocelyn Kayla Purcell
Ming Jing Qian
William Charles Rack
Sierra Marie Ramer
Maya Ramesh
Meera Ramesh
Chano Melindo-Fernando 
       Real
Declan B. Rector
Joshua David Rego
Kevin Jackson Reneau
Dylan M. Richardson
Corban Patrick Ricketts
Evan McBride Riedel
Amalia M. Riegelhuth
Erika Lynn Riepe
Matthew Stephen 
      Ringquist
Caroline Stokes Roberts
Valerie Anne Rockwell
Julia Marie Rossi
Mariel Eva Rossi deVries
Josie Louise Rosso
Alyssa Kaitlyn Roth
Jackson Albert Rothman

Rishabh Roy
Jesse Liberman Rusk
Sara Elizabeth Ryerson
Sarah Jane Ryles
Ivy Quinn Ryness
Harris Sahar
Jessica Elizabeth Sanborn
Jessica Elizabeth Sanchez
Olivia Claire Sanchez
Maria Taylor Sanderson
Morgan Mary Scanlon
Kendall Therese Schmidt
Amelia Claire Schooley
Ryan Matthew Schulze
Julian Augustas Scoglio
Adam Pearson Shafer
Kenna Allison Sherman
Grace Yifan Shi
Olivia Grace Slaby
Brett Robert Smith
Sabrina Nicole Smith
Abraham Ezra Soane
Julian Socher
Spencer Spiering
Jenna Eve Sposato
Anshula Srivastava
Jack Christopher Strong
Olivia Grace Strout
Eric Neal Sweeney
Jennifer Marie Symonds
Andras Szucs Jr.
Lola Takhirov
Cathy Tang
Kimberly Ann Tang
Megan Riley Taylor
Mateo Thi-Smallwood
Isaac James Thomas
Paris Chanee Thomas
Nicholas A. Thompson
Lindsay Taylor Tinker
Ana Sofi a Toscano
Anmerlyn Francis Tucker
Christina Kelley 
       Ungermann

Christina Marie Vaccaro
Ethan Xavier Valencia
Gabriel William 
         Valverde-Turner
Natalie Kerstin 
         Van Ardenne
Carson James Van Farowe
Vaughn Keli’i Van Kirk
Emily Grace Vankoll
Tomas Ignacio Vega
Jack Thomas Vittimberga
Savva Vyatkin
Ara K. Walls
Roger Wang
Julie A. Waters
Hayden Lawrence Wells
Christine Danielle Wenzel
Jason Scott West
Madeline Claire West
Jacob Matthew Westphal
Kai Alan Weyland
Ellen Kathryn White
Kyle Michael Wiggins
Lauren Naomi Williams
Erica Rose Wilson
Melissa Mitchell Wilson
Jennifer Elyse Winkler
Nicolas Paul Wolford
Joshua Michael Wolfram
Jason Thomas Wong
Maria Elisa Wong
Marla Yvonne Wong
Noah Michael Wood
Gage Thomas Worsley
Kevin Matthew Wottrich
Christopher David Wright
Jared Michael Yabu
Thomas Lin Yee
David Yoo
Kaitlin Mary Zarembinski
Alexander James Zerkle
Jeff rey Matthew Zhu

Orr Ethan Abir
Tyler Allen Abramson
Salar Orion Afshar
Mary Sophia 
       Allen-Walmisley
Madison Marie Alvarado
Amy Lynn Anderson
Gavin Andrew Anderson
Jacqueline Forest Andrews
Griffi  n Scott Ansel
Giuliano Luca Avella
Angelique Kalani Axelrode
Joseph Edward Baie
Joshua Akelos Bandt
Andrew Bolt Barber
Dekkers Clayton Barr
Toby Joshua Barrons
Katherine R Barry
David A Basili*
Michael B Basili*
Layal Amer Bata
John Patrick Berg*
Bradley Maurice Berkman
Brigid Olivia Berndt
Fredrick George Biancardi
Neil Taylor Binnie
Robert Gregory Bonar
Lauren Elizabeth Bond*
Julia Corine Bowers
Michael James Britten
Gabriel Byrne Bronfman

Nolan Tristam Brown
Francesca Lorel Caronna
Caleb Lynn Casimere
Dana Anne Chan
John Jia Chen
Katherine Rose Isabel 
       Chester
Andrew Patrick Chow
Iris Gillette Chow*
Grant Merwin Churchill
Benjamin Lee 
       Cohen Stillman
Zachary Neil Cohn
Matthew Connor Coleman
Arden Dineh Creson
Rosalie Marie Cruz
Charlotte M Curran
Harry Braxton Davis
Jacqueline Ashley 
      Decareau
Marquez Jaren Delos 
      Santos
Jasmine Alina Der
Samantha Elena DeVecchi
Georgia Claire Dowling
Katherine Grace Dunn
Lindsay Hannah Dunn
Winston Mitchell Durand
Julia Caitlyn Dureault
Victor Lee Ean
Yassamin Emadi

Harrison Paul Erny
Layne Cameron Estes
Claudia Joanne Evans
Riley Ann Eversole
Soren David Faulkner
William Sargent 
       Fehrnstrom*
Jonathan Michael Fierro
Callie Mara Miller Finck
Kyle Jay Finger
Hannah C Fishlow
Olivia L Fishlow
Lava Moon Fleischauer
Maxwell James Fleming
Jules Jarvis Fogarty
Emily Kate Forkas
Nicholas Reading Foster
Samuel Robert Foster
Daymond A M Frank
Emily Irene Freel
Max Conrad Fritzen
Faith Marie Galang
Timanus Alec Gates
Taylor H. Geary
George Nathaniel Van 
Voorhis Gilbert
Steven Andrew Ginsburg
Antonio Gomes
Hannah Louise Gomez
Sasha Gordon
Greyson Stephen 
      Gottschalk
Jordan Cole Grelling
Haley M Grenning
Mia Rae Grillo
Jessica Guo
Tallulah Ruby Gutman
Morgan Jean Haky
Sophie Claire Hammond
Lucas Juan-Alberto 

      Hanshaw
Jordan Christopher 
      Hardwick
Julian Charles Hechinger
Kendall Hart Hemming
Natalie Chuck Ho
Vannie Chuck Ho
Charles D Hocking
Benjamin Melville Hodder
Elijah Jerrard Hodges
Christopher William 
       Hornbeck
Callan Alden Hoskins*
Charlotte Mary Houston
Jarred Truman Howe
Sebastian Bert Huang
Elizabeth Claire 
       Huelsenbeck
Riley Victoria Hummel
Stephen John Hyman
Matthew Cary Immesoete
Tori James
Robin Zhaojun Ji
Morgan Marie Johnson
Payton Lauren Johnson
Phoenix Alexander Kang
Lucelio Grant Kangeter
Gabriella Remy Kelly
Olivia Garrity Keogh
Juni Jou Hyun Kim
William George Knox
Ciara Madison Kohr
Daniel Konstantino*
Leo M Korsunsky
Lauren Elizabeth Kozicki
Justin King Lammert
Amy Evelyn Larsen
I-An Lee
Megan Nicole Lewis
Jennifer Li

Sophia Li*
Christy Dong Liang
Nikita Lilichenko
Christian Matthew Lim
Tessa Caroline Lindberg
Bryn Arleigh Linderman
Alexander Justin Linney
Ryan Christian Liseri Little
Justin Liu
Rachelle Anne Louie*
Carson James Lowe
William Aidan Lyons
Liam Coltrane Madsen
William Leland Martin
Riley Catherine 
       McCormick
Claire Caroline 
      McCullough
Calvin Harley McDonald*
Casey Patrick McGonigle*
Emily Bryn Meredith
Mary Clare Metherd
Bailey Nicole Meyer
Alexander Michael Meyers
Megan Renee Miller
Ryan Jennings Miller
Makenna Anne Millham
Leila Minowada
Erin Elena Mohr
Arash Ahmad Mojaddidi
Melanie Lee Moran*
Reilly McCormick Moran
Alexis Julian Moretti
Callen Hartleigh Morrison
Kylie Leigh Morrison
Katherine Amelia Nerone
Hana Lynn Catherine 
       Neugebauer
Loryn Geraldine Nieto
Emma Louise Nushi

Eli Sidney O’Brien
Ryan Harrison Ochs
Ifelola L Olabode
Emily O’Neill Olson
John Stuart O’Melveny
Claire Elizabeth O’Neill
Jeremy Robert O’Neill
Kai Marju Otsmaa
Christopher Joseph Padilla
Hannah Y Pan
Emily Marie Parodi
Kaylie Nichole Parr
Mark Darby Petersen
Zachary Brance Peterson
Kelly Kay Peyovich
Jennifer Phunmongkol
Veronika Isabelle Pister
Hallie Adele Pritchard
Matthew Jonathan 
        Przekop
Isaac Alexander Pugh
Spencer Benjamin Pugh
Darcy Anne Pummer
Jared Evan Pursiano
Nima Raie
Bhargavi Ram
Manveer Singh Randhawa
Momina Rehman
Steven Cooper Rein
James Rupert Ricksen
Mary Elizabeth 
       Sawyer Rockwood
Nicholas D Rovetti
Sofi a Ruiz
Natalie Elizabeth Rusk
Nazarii Oleksandrovich 
      Rybii
Roman Alexander 
         Sanchez
Lara Sanli

Kennedy Elle Sapletal
Keon Constantino Savar
Natalie Dawn Sayavong
Caroline McKinley Schafer
Christian Cody Schillinger
Stephen Lorenz Schmidt
Andrew John 
        Schrittwieser
Samuel Lewis Sernett
Blake Glenn Severson
Blake Cynthia Sharp*
Dory Shen
Kathryn Anne Silveira
Skylar Noelle Sjoberg
Andrew J Sloan
Gabrielle Reese Slyfi eld
Lauren Hastings Smith
Sydney Camryn Smith
William Emerson 
        Dorman Smith
Rachel Marie Soldis
Lauren Ashley Sopak
Michael William Stanaro
Lucy Elizabeth Stenovec
William Shepard Stenzel
Erica Elena Stephan
Connor Michael Stewart
Emily Ann Stewart
Karl William Strand
Brooke Avery Strumlauf
Devan Ajay Sudra
Carter Dillon Supple
Timothy Barry Tague*
Julia Hana Tamaoki
Cameron Simone 
        Tannyhill
Montana Elizabeth Tasker
Casey John Tavernier
Robert William Tennant
Michaela Rayne Thomas

Daria Lea Torba
Isabel Nguyen Tran
Nina Khanh-linh Truong
Stephen Mookie Tse
Kathryn Sage Tuemmler*
Kalolaine Smiley 
       Tuihalangingie
Rose Stewart Tuttle
Bryan Liang Veres
Tessa Elizabeth Viola
Reneir Joseph Viray
Linnea de Lambert Visher
Kassandra Shing Wai
Lara Leonie Waibel
Ryan Sutton Walker*
Tyler Joseph Walker
Dillon Jonathan Wall
Dylan Andrew Wallerstein
Alexander Wang
Thalia Thao Le Ward*
Christopher Mark Warthen
Benjamin Stone Wemer
Raquel Maris Wescott
Rebecca Lynn Weston
Emma Kogure Wilkinson
Jesse Kogure Wilkinson
Zoe Hannah Wilson
Cole Philip Wolfe
Leah Marie Woodcox
Skyler Aaron Wright
Iris Wu
Angela Beihong Xiao*
Alex Thomas Yee
Matthew James Yee*
Timothy Rex Young
Zoe Dominique Zakow
Margaret Ying Zhang

* Highest Academic Honors

   Class of  2017
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions
Buy  •  Sell  •  Live  •  Lamorinda

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A

DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968 

449 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO $3,095,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.787.4622

3161 TEIGLAND RD, LAFAYETTE $1,395,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS        925.212.7617

892 LAS TRAMPAS RD, LAFAYETTE $1,995,000

LAURIE HIGGINS           925.876.7968

634 ENRICA LANE, WALNUT CREEK $1,150,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.787.4622

1070 VIA ALTA, LAFAYETTE $1,875,000

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

260 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA $1,110,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES          925.383.5384

228 LONGVIEW TERRACE, ORINDA $1,165,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES          925.383.5384

3322 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $2,785,000

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

33 CAMPBELL PLACE, DANVILLE $1,780,000 

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

HORSE PROPERTY IN SAN JOSE $2,499,000

JOHN FONDNAZIO         925.817.9053

97 BROOKFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA $1,410,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO          925.404.4361

6 EVERGREEN CT., WALNUT CREEK $1,299,000

JANET POWELL         925.876.2399

An unforgettable Father’s Day gift
... continued from page A1

Sarah Phillips’ due date wasn’t for three weeks, so de-
spite experiencing what she thought was false labor 
earlier that day, she and her mother shopped for baby 
clothing in Livermore. She expected to work the next 
day at her teaching job at Dublin’s Kolb Elementary 
School. She was to accompany her third-grade class 
on a San Francisco fi eld trip, but Mother Nature had 
other plans. 
 After putting her 2-year-old daughter to bed Phil-
lips began having more contractions. Her doula, 

reached by phone, suggested she might be dehydrat-
ed. Phillips chose coconut water to drink. “I chugged 
six,” she said, adding she hasn’t touched the beverage 
since. Then she took a bubble bath. Husband and wife 
tried to watch TV, but neither could concentrate. As 
she paced the house experiencing 30 second contrac-
tions every two minutes Phillip’s thought was: “If this 
is false labor, how can I bear the real thing?” 
 They called her parents in to babysit daughter 
Nora and Phillips began to pack for the hospital. Sud-
denly everything changed, and Phillips knew they’d 
never make it. When her husband called 911, Con-
tra Costa County Fire Protection District dispatcher 
Kelley Matulich answered. Fortunately for the Phil-
lips family, Matulich had talked three or four other 
911 callers through the home birth process over the 
past several months. No time to panic, no time even 
for pillows or blankets; Matt Phillips helped his wife 
and mother-to-be to the kitchen fl oor while Matulich 
talked him through the process. After only two pushes 
dark-haired, fi ve-pound, seven-ounce Adeline arrived. 
 Con Fire Engine 15 and its crew arrived moments 
later, alongside Sarah’s parents; the crew helped Matt 
cut the umbilical cord and the trio — mother, father 
and newborn baby — rode to Walnut Creek’s Kaiser 
Permanente hospital. “It was strange going into Labor 
and Delivery with a baby already,” Sarah says. 
 Contra Costa Public Health offi cer Jami Daviner 
says the county has registered 4,505 hospital births and 
33 out-of-hospital births in 2017; of those four home 
births two were in Lafayette and one was in Moraga. 
Orinda had no home births for the same time period. 
 “We were blessed and fortunate,” Sarah Phillips 
says, noting in the event of childbirth “the body really 
does what it’s designed to do.” Even big sister Nora 
did the right thing that night — she slept through the 
entire blessed event! 

Sarah and Adeline Phillips             Photo Cathy Dausman

Rodent Proofi ngRodent Proofi ng
Learn about Honest Rodent Proofi ng’s 

industry-leading 4-step process to get 

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.   

GUARANTEED
FREE In-Home Inspection, 
Call 925-433-3988

GUARANTEED

www.honestrodentproofi ng.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento
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A beautiful Saturday morning at 
the Lafayette Reservoir; dogs 

in costumes walking the red carpet 
as they approach the stage, proudly 
PAWrading across it, PAWsing for 
the cheers – and laughter — from 
the audience and, then, of course, 
waiting for the best part: their dog-
gie treat for a job well done. This 
is what both two-legged and four-
legged participants and onlookers 
will have the opportunity to enjoy 
when Diablo Ballet hosts its second 
annual PAWS de Tutu from 9 a.m. 
to noon on June 24 from 9 a.m.
 Last year’s event attracted doz-
ens of costumed dogs, dressed in 
outfi ts both simple and intricate. 
Kerry Silverstone, former Diablo 
Ballet board member and event 
chair both years, encourages at-
tendees to think “outside the box” 
when creating costumes. And last 
year, many did just that. There were 
dogs dressed as ballet dancers, 
cowboys, aviators and campaign-
ing politicians. One even arrived 
riding atop a pony. 
 The winning entrant was Peg-
gy Bradley, dressed as the Wizard 
of Oz’s Dorothy, along with her 
dogs, costumed, of course, as the 
cowardly lion, scarecrow and tin 
man, as well as sidekicks Glenda, 
the good witch and the “Lollypup” 
kids. Silverstone knows what Brad-
ley is planning for this year’s PAW-
rade and promises that it will wow 
the audience.
 This year there will be two cat-
egories for the costume comPAW-

tition: one for best individual cos-
tume and one for best group (two or 
more dogs) costume. A third com-
PAWtition has also been added: 
dog tricks. Winners in each of the 
three categories will be awarded 
great prizes, including gift baskets 
provided by Pet Food Express, a 
WHISTLE GPS dog tracker and 
gift cards from a variety of local 
retail outlets.
 Judging the comPAWtition will 
be Pam Kessler, editor of Walnut 
Creek Magazine, Rosie Allen, for-
mer KGO news broadcaster, Aman-
da Kuiper, wife of Glen Kuiper, TV 
broadcaster for the Oakland A’s, 
and Renee DeWeese, co-founder-
co-artistic director of the Lamor-
inda Theatre Academy. Radio per-
sonality and self-proclaimed dog 
lover Charly Kayle, most recently 
with KOIT radio, will be the guest 
emcee while Brian Fitzsimmons of 
21st Century Sounds will serve as 
the DJ, playing his custom “Walk 
the Red Carpet” music for all the 
PAWticipants.
 K-9 units from both the Con-
cord and Oakland police depart-
ments will be on hand, demonstrat-
ing what they can do, how they 
are trained and how they protect 
our communities. ARF and Rocket 
Dog Rescue will be there with dogs 
available for on-the-spot adoptions. 
And then, ensuring that none of the 
furry friends are stressed, as well 
as giving a whole new meaning 
to “downward dog”, there will be 
DOGA (Dog Yoga), led by interna-

tionally known fi tness guru, Molly 
Fox. 
 Snacks and coffee, provided by 
Don Francisco’s, will be available 
for the humans while doggie treats 
will be available for their pets. Fol-
lowing the comPAWtitions, a Pup 
PAWrade around the scenic Lafay-
ette Reservoir will offer exercise 
for all.
 While it may seem that this 
particular Saturday morning will 
go to the dogs, it will also benefi t 
Diablo Ballet’s PEEK (Perform-
ing Arts Education and Enrichment 
for Kids) Outreach Program, the 
only arts education program of its 
kind offered by a local professional 
dance company. PEEK provides 
in-school movement curriculum 
and free dance performances for 
students and families in under-
served areas, most of whom would 
never be exposed to the arts in any 
other way. In 2015, Diablo Ballet 
expanded the program to provide 
creative movement classes to teen-
agers incarcerated within the Con-
tra Costa County juvenile justice 
system. All proceeds from PAWS 
de Tutu go to fund these incred-
ible programs, which have reached 
more than 65,000 underserved chil-
dren in the past two decades.
 Lauren Jonas, co-founder and 
artistic director of Diablo Ballet, 

is so grateful for all the PAWtici-
pation. “I love the creativity that 
dogs and their owners showcase,” 
she said. “I am so very appreciative 
of the support that PAWS de Tutu 
provides. Our underserved youth 
get so much from our PEEK pro-
gram and this is the perfect vehicle 
to support it.”

 No dog? No problem. Come 
watch, laugh and have fun while 
helping to support PEEK. Admis-
sion is only $5 per person; to enter 
any (or all) of the comPAWtitions, 
it’s $20 per adult and $10 for those 
under 17. To register, go to diablob-
allet.org/events/.

B1

 ~ Life in LAMORINDA ~

GRADES K-12  •  PRE-ALGEBRA  •  ALGEBRA 1 & 2  •  GEOMETRY • P

Summer
Session
Enrolling
Now!

D

B
 
W
a
S
a

Must present coupon. New students only.

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

BBQs, Beaches, and
    Better Grades
Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in the fall, to 
advance skills learnt during the year, or to avoid the 
Summer Slide - give your child a clear advantage. Reserve 
a place in our summer session. 

We Make Math Make Sense

GRADES K-12 • PRE-ALGEBRA • ALGEBRA 1 & 2 • GEOMETRY • PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS • SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

WE MAKE

MATH
MAKE SENSE

VISIT US TODAY

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in

the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give

your child a clear advantage. Reserve a

place in our summer session.

PAWS de Tutu: A fun PAWrade and ComPAWtition on four legs
By Diane Claytor

There’s no place like Paws de Tutu for this group of 2016 participants.                                              Photos Diablo Ballet

Live Band Karaoke with 
The Flashbacks

Wednesday, June 21, 2017
6:00pm-8:30pm

Lafayette Library and Lerning Center

Here is your chance to be a rock star! 
Limited spots, sign up today!

Lafayettechamber.org/events/make-music-day/

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. – Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,
hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.
A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese, 

balsamic olive oil ......................................................................9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino:  in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo ......................................................19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine .........................................17
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College Prep • Grades 8-12 • Small Classes

Now Enrolling 
for Fall 2017

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off  Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/31/17. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Offi  ce

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
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Submit stories to 

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette author Gini Graham Scott 
shares secrets of  self-publishing 
By Kara Navolio

Have a story to tell? Want to 
write a book to help promote 

your business? Publishing your 
book is easier than it ever has been.  
Lafayette author Gini Graham 
Scott will share her expertise on 
how to the self-publish your book 
at a talk in Lafayette on July 15.
 There were over 1 million self-
published books in 2016.  The fast-
growing phenomenon has created 
opportunities for writers, but also 
for companies who are looking to 
take advantage of would-be inde-
pendent publishers with high fees 
for services such as editing and 
printing.  These so-called “Vanity 
Presses” often charge thousands of 
dollars to get a book out.
 “Of the 1 million self-published 
books last year, 462,000 were done 
on Amazon’s CreateSpace,” notes 
Scott, “which is a free platform.  
Self-publishing does not have to 

be expensive or take a long time.”  
Scott, author of over 150 books 
spanning over 30-plus years, pub-
lished “Self-Publishing Secrets” in 
May.  It outlines the myths about 
publishing and 10 easy steps to do 
it yourself at very little cost and 
within a few weeks of having a 
completed manuscript.
 “Self-publishing has really tak-
en off over the past fi ve-10 years,” 
notes Scott.  “The publishing in-
dustry has undergone major chang-
es with the market for actual books 
declining as the market for eBooks 
and audio books rises. The Great 
Recession of 2008 also had a big 
impact on the traditional publishing 
houses. It’s harder to get tradition-
ally published now.”
 In the early days of her career 
that was the only option, and she 
enjoyed success with many of her 
titles.  “Collect Your Court Judg-

ment” sold over 40,000 and has 
been reprinted under new editions 
many times. (The newer editions 
have been rewritten by another 
author).  Scott, who has a Ph. D. 
from U.C. Berkeley in Sociology 
and a J.D. from University of San 
Francisco, uses both traditional and 
self-publishing, depending on the 
book.
 At her talk on July 15, which 
is hosted by Women of Infl u-
ence’s Academy, she will discuss 
the myths of publishing, writing 
a book to promote your business, 
ghostwriting, and self-publishing 
and marketing your book.
 Scott has many projects going 
at all times. This year alone she has 
published 20 books. While most of 
her work is non-fi ction, she has also 
written some fi ction, fi lm scripts, 
and children’s books.  In March, 
a book she co-wrote with a doctor 
who specialized in end-of-life care, 
“At Death’s Door,” was published 
traditionally by Rowman Publish-
ing.  The book has been turned into 
a pilot for a TV series based on the 
doctor’s experience in dealing with 
terminal patients. 
 To attend Scott’s talk on self-
publishing, contact her at ginis-
cot@pacbell.net or 925-385-0608 
for an invitation to attend Women 
of Infl uence as her guest.  On July 
11 and 18 she will also be leading 
Meet-up groups to share her ideas 
on writing and publishing a book as 
well as marketing and promoting it.
 

SMC’s MFA dance program presents the 
first ever ‘Process Dance Festival’  
Submitted by Michael Lupacchino

Launched in 2014, Saint Mary’s 
College of California MFA 

in Dance program offers danc-
ers, choreographers, and designers 
the chance to further their studies 
and prepare for employment in 
professional dance organizations 
and higher education. The second 
graduating cohort, known as Co-
hort 2, announces the culmination 
of its two years of study with the 
“Process Dance Festival.” Taking 
place at Saint Mary’s College on 
June 17 and 18, the festival is two 
full days of dance, art and creative 
expression. 
 Festival attendees will enjoy 
multiple performances during the 
day in the LeFevre Theatre and 
across the way at the Saint Mary’s 
College Museum of Art. Food 
trucks will be on-site both days 
for refreshments and the quad in 
front of the theater will host craft 
and arts vendors, community dance 
classes, and other activities. Ticket 
options include an all-day pass for 
all 12 performances as well as a 
two-day pass for the entire week-
end. Additional options and pricing 
information are available online at 
stmarys-ca.edu/process-dance-fes-
tival. Following the performances 
on Saturday (June 17), there will be 
a reception open to the public at the 

Brother Cornelius Art Center Inte-
rior Patio starting at 8:15 p.m.
 Cohort 2 is one of the most 
diverse cohorts in the brief his-
tory of the MFA in Dance program. 
With an age range spanning four 
decades, students come from mul-
tiple states and multiple countries. 
Choreographers include Cassie 
Kosin Liu Begley (Pleasanton), 
Byb Chanel Bibene (Brazzaville, 
Republic of Congo), Danielle Fer-
guson (Dayton, Ohio), Joy Thiesen 
(Fresno), Kaveri Seth (New Delhi, 
India), Kelsey Bergstrom Young 
(San Francisco), Kevin Paul Hock-
enberry (Lubbock, Texas), Michael 
Lupacchino (East Hartford, Con-
necticut), Raúl Galván (Edinburg, 
Texas), Sarah Billings Wheeler 
(New York, New York), Stephanie 
Emmanuela Engel (Santa Cruz), 
and Zaquia Mahler Salinas (San 
Diego). The weekend of new works 
refl ects an eclectic variety of artis-
tic expression inspired by a wide 
range of personal histories and cul-
tural experiences.    
 The “Process Dance Festival” 
features works that are the culmi-
nation of two years of scholarship 
and personal choreographic explo-
rations. Tight-knit Cohort 2 pres-
ents a weekend of dynamic and 
unique works with the common 

theme of shared human experience. 
Bibene and Engel explore the di-
vine, iconography, and the role that 
spiritual beliefs play in our lives. 
Seth’s work is a journey through 
the layers of consciousness and the 
self, while Thiesen delves into the 
social issues of mental health and 
how dance can be used as a tool 
for treatment. Looking at histo-
ries, Galván presents a study on the 
paths of four men who have been 
guided through life thanks to dance 
while Bergstrom Young looks at all 
of our “baggage” and how what we 
collect along our paths infl uences 
our futures.
 Begley and Lupacchino of-
fer different views of gender and 
intersectionality, with Begley’s 
work diving into female sexual 
expression, while Lupacchino 
looks at masculinities in American 
concert dance. Mahler Salinas dis-
sects human connection through 
biomythography while Billings 
Wheeler takes us into different 
spaces, both physical and abstract, 
that infl uence our lives and our be-
ings. Freeman and Hockenberry ad-
dress artistic expression as a form 
of freedom and healing, with Free-
man’s emphasis on the therapeutics 
of dance and Hockenberry’s look at 
LGBTQ dance artistry and libera-
tion. The festival features lighting 
designs by Danielle Ferguson and 
Seth, as well as costume designs by 
Freeman. 
 The MFA in Dance program at 
Saint Mary’s College of California 
offers two distinct tracks of study: 
the MFA in Dance: Creative Prac-
tice and the MFA in Dance: Design 
and Production, which is the fi rst 
program of its kind in the nation. 
Students in the MFA program span 
multiple generations and come 
from all over the world to study in 
the San Francisco Bay area, home 
of one of the largest dance commu-
nities in the United States.

Correction
The May 31 publication of Lamorinda Weekly incorrectly stated the date for this year’s Sunstock Solar Music 
Festival. The correct festival date is Sept. 9. Additionally, Sunstock Berkeley is scheduled on the U.C. campus 
Sept. 30. 

Photo Jen Philips photography

At left, self-publishing author Gini Graham Scott.                    Photo provided

• Carpets
• Upholstery

Gregg does a fabulous job on our
carpets!  I absolutely recommend
Diablo Valley Carpet Care.
Dora Parker Assistant Manager,

Moraga Country Club

Our exclusive hot water 
extrac�on method, 
together with so� water
and eco-friendly cleaning
solu�on loosens and li�s
the dirt and soil from the
carpet without the abrasive
brushing of other
cleaning methods.

owned and operated by Gregg
Eckstein for 39 years

Cer�fied Green Cleaner

Spring Cleaning Call to schedule now!
(925) 945-6767 or (925) 945-6746

• Oriental Rugs
• Water Damage
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2561 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette   (925) 691-9000

With 20 years experience, serving the greater Bay Area, now conveniently 
located in down town Lafayette ready to serve all your fl ooring needs.

Farshid Ramani
Owner
Lic.#853620

Theater View

Veterinary Clinic,

owned by 

Dr. Laurie Langfold,

is excited to

announce a new

addition. 

Dr. Amelia Ausman

has joined our team. 

Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187

Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com

www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Pet Projects
Choosing a flea control product
By Mona Miller, DVM

I am often asked, “What’s the 
best fl ea and tick product?” and 

I wish I had a short simple answer. 
There are now so many options, 
due in part from differences in for-
mulations and from pharmaceutical 
company competition for the mar-
ket. There are pros and cons to each 
type. Additionally, most of these 
fl ea control products also help pro-
tect against ticks.
 The factors that a pet owner 
might consider when choosing a 
product include safety, effective-
ness, potential toxicity reactions 
or side effects, cost, availability 
(through their veterinary hospital 
directly, mail order pharmacy or 
warehouse or pet store) and effects 
on the environment. 
 There are basically two types 
of formulations: oral chewable 
monthly tablets and topical spot-on 
liquid applications. The oral tablets 
get absorbed into the pet’s system 
and kill adult fl eas and ticks when 
they contact or bite into the pet’s 
skin. Usually the kill is within a 
couple hours, and the tab is effec-
tive for a month (about 28-31 days). 
This formulation is comparable 
to the old-fashioned “fl ea bath” in 
that there’s no repellent activity – it 
doesn’t keep fl eas off the pet. For 
the most part, these tabs are fairly 
safe, especially when given with 
food. Some pets, however, expe-
rience nausea, loss of appetite or 
diarrhea. Very rarely, seizures have 
been reported with some of these 
tabs. 
 The spot-on topicals are ap-

plied on the back of the pet’s neck 
(if a cat) or between the shoulder 
blades (if a dog). It takes about 48 
hours for the liquid to absorb into 
the skin and translocate through 
the skin layers all over the body. 
Most of these products do not get 
absorbed into the pet’s body system 
other than skin. This formulation is 
comparable to the old-fashioned 
“fl ea dip” in that there’s repellent 
activity and most life stages (ju-
veniles, adults and in some cases 
eggs) are killed. These topicals are 
labeled for “once a month” but ef-
fectiveness seems to decrease by 
the third week or so. Side effects to 
the pet are rare – occasionally, I’ve 
seen lethargy or loss of appetite, or 
a mild skin rash at the site of appli-
cation. 
 These two types of formulation 
can be used together for maximum 
fl ea control, and I often recommend 
this when faced with either a severe 
fl ea problem or a fl ea-allergic pet 
who is having high levels of itchi-
ness. Otherwise, I generally recom-
mend the oral product to clients 
who desire low to moderate protec-
tion; and the topical products for 
fl ea allergic pets, high-load fl ea is-
sues and for clients who want high-
level protection. 
 There may be a concern with 
the topical products on environ-
mental impact. An article pub-
lished in the Central Contra Costa 
Sanitary District “Pipeline” last 
year asked as its title “Is your Pet’s 
Flea Treatment Sending Toxic Pol-
lutants to the Bay?” There has been 

documentation that fi pronil has 
been detected in Bay Area water 
systems, and has been placed on a 
list of pollutants of “moderate level 
concern.” Fipronil is an active in-
gredient in one of the most popu-
lar topical spot-on fl ea products 
that has been in use for 20 years or 
more. It is also used as ant and ter-
mite control in industrial and con-
struction sites. 
 I’d like to make a specifi c note 
that cat owners should use only cat 
products, since cats are more sen-
sitive to toxicities than dogs (as a 
general rule). A wonderful resource 
to compare the many products 
available can be found at www.
veterinarypartner.com by searching 
“fl ea and tick control products.”

Your Words
Does Anybody Wanna Play Monopoly?
By John T. Miller

So now that the May 30 deadline has come and 
gone, who’s ready for the next round of Safeway 

Monopoly?
 Bleary-eyed and fatigued almost to the state of 
nausea, I stay up late nights that last week of May, 
opening ticket after ticket looking for that elusive 
8Z07G to win a million dollars or the 8Y14F for the 
million-dollar vacation home.
 But no. After ritualistically ripping my way 
through a pile of 80 tickets, I am no closer to winning 

a million dollars than I am to claiming a $5 grocery 
card.
 At night, I dream of Wheat Thins and Dannon Yo-
gurt, the two tickets I need to win either a $10,000 
4-Wheeler or a $300 Smart Watch. The logos of Safe-
way products dance through my head like visions of 
sugar-plums.
 In the morning, unable to sleep, I wake and tear 
into another eighty Monopoly tickets an hour before 
the alarm goes off in hopes of fi nding the missing link 
to our future fortune — the $1,500 Hershey’s Syrup 
Gas Grill and Grocery ticket, or the Planters Peanut 
$5,000 cash! 
 When we win the million dollars, my wife and I 
will throw our alarm clock away — which has been 
set to 6:00 am for the last 30 years — and buy one 
of those Bose headphones with surround sound white 
noise sleep enhancer. I hope that exists.
 To be fair, all was not lost. The coupons included 
with the tickets, especially toward the end when the 
Safeway employees gave away a pile an inch high to 
any customer still willing to accept them, included, for 
me, a free pound of Iodized salt, fi ve donuts, a can of 
Safeway Signature corn and a loaf of French bread. 
This was more than enough to atone for the sleepless 
nights, useless pile of torn up tickets, and coffee-fu-
eled mornings, ceremonially unveiling sacred logos of 
Safeway products. 
 So yes, bring it on. When they play Monopoly 
again I’ll be there in line buying as much as I can, 
waiting breathlessly while the Safeway checker circles 
the number of tickets earned, counts them out in front 
of me, and sends me home to sleepless nights search-
ing for the 8M54B, my ticket for the $1,000 laptop.

Is anyone a winner?                              Photo John T. Miller

Dr. Mona Miller lives in Lafayette 

with her son, two cats and yellow 

Labrador. She attended UC Berkeley 

as an undergraduate, and received 

her DVM from UC Davis. She has 

been happy to call Lafayette home 

since 2001. She can be reached via 

email at MonaSDVM@aol.com. She 

welcomes questions from readers 

that may get incorporated into a 

column.

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

Reporter Wanted
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for an additional 

City Reporter:

 

Required Qualifi cations:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical

and professional. Live or work in or near the Lamorinda area and have the ability to write 

balanced, researched,

well-structured articles. Prior journalism experience

desired, but not required. 

 

Compensation: 

Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing sample to 

wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
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Share Your Celebrations and 
Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a spe-
cial event or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, 
scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a spe-
cial person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo 
along with your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lam-
orindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and Remem-
brances” in the subject line.

Local Girl Scouts earn Gold Awards
By John T. Miller

Four area Girl Scouts earned the pres-
tigious Gold Award just prior to their 

graduation from high school. Kiera Crandall, 
Lauren Holloway and Kyra Merryman of 
Campolindo and Erica Stephan of Miramon-
te achieved the highest award bestowed upon 
an outgoing Girl Scout.
 One other area senior, Maria Wong of 
Campolindo is working on completing her 
project: “Awareness and Prevention of Sexu-
al Assault among Youth.”
 The award — equivalent to the Eagle 
Scout in Boys Scouts — represents an inde-
pendent project that will, according to their 
website, “change the world, or at least your 
corner of it, and solve a community problem, 
not only in the short term but for years in the 
future.”
 The Gold Award must be done inde-
pendently and represent at least 80 hours of 
work. An advisor from the host organization, 
along with a Girl Scout advisor oversees the 
activity, and a lengthy write-up of the pro-
gram is submitted at the project’s close. Only 
about 3 percent of Girl Scouts nationally 
complete the Gold Award.
 Crandall wrote, directed and edited a set 
of fi ve videos for the “Character Counts” pro-
gram at Kimball Elementary in Antioch, a 
school with a high percentage of children from 
low-income families. She also created corre-
sponding activities for the program that teach-
ers can use for years to come to help model 
appropriate behavior in social situations.
 Her YouTube examples demonstrated 
desired behaviors such as respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, trustworthiness, and citizen-
ship, and, whenever possible, she involved 
the students in the process of fi lming the vid-
eos.
 Holloway developed “A Library for Con-
tra Costa Interfaith Housing,” a project she 
hoped would “help the children who didn’t 
like reading or who had trouble reading to 
have a higher chance of success.”
 She expanded on her previous experi-
ence through her church of working with 
children at the CCIH in Concord to develop a 
library for their afterschool program. “They 
had some books,” she said, “but no library.”
 She created a checkout system, organized 
the books by age level, gathered about 300 
new or gently used books, and started a book 
club. Volunteers will keep up the checkout 
system and continue the book club.

 Her project serves the Lakeside Apart-
ments, a low-income housing unit at the end 
of the Monument Corridor, home to 124 
households including 16 families with spe-
cial needs.
 An interest in science prompted Krya 
Merryman to develop a “Youth in Sci-
ence Program” at Wren Avenue Elementary 
School in Concord. “I knew I wanted to do 
something with education and youth,” she 
said, “but I wasn’t sure what.”
 The past summer spent at UCSD study-
ing marine biology accelerated her interest 
in science, and working with the Students in 
Action Club at Campolindo called attention 
to community service, leading her to work at 
the school where their science program was 
severely underfunded.
 Over the course of two months, she intro-
duced fourth and fi fth grade students to six 
different fi elds of science in their afterschool 
program. “It was cool to see them work in a 
new lab environment because they’d never 
had a class like that,” said Merryman. She 
organized the program so that volunteers can 
continue to use the packets she developed to 
work with the next group of students.
 Erica Stephan expanded on her role as a 
volunteer with the Aspire Education Project 
where she worked one-on-one with disad-
vantaged students to improve academic per-
formance, created a garden, painted a mural, 
and collected over 200 books for a “Head 
Start on Learning” program in the Fruitvale 
area of Oakland.
 “Improving lives and providing equal 
opportunities in education are very important 
to me,” she said.
 The garden is composed of mostly pe-
rennial plants, while the mural focuses on 
healthy eating habits. The books will be-
come a permanent part of the library collec-
tion. Stephan plans to go back and see how 
the garden is doing, but says, “It was made to 
last without me.”
 All of the students will be moving on, but 
their projects were designed to be sustainable 
and continue without them. Both Crandall 
and Merryman plan on attending Diablo Val-
ley College before transferring to four-year 
schools. Holloway will attend Loyola Mary-
mount in Southern California, and Stephan 
will participate in a joint program with the 
College of William and Mary in Virginia and 
the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. 

Left to right: Erica Stephan, Kyra Merryman, Kiera Crandall and Lauren Holloway           Photo John T. Miller

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available 
whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated 
community service organizations to submit news and information 
about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the 
Community.

Submit stories to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette couple from Atria 
wins 90th birthday bash 
Submitted by Ben Adkins

From left: Jenifer Noble, Engage Life director, Atria Park of Lafayette, Leo Morales, senior 

executive director, Ania Lamsen, community business director (kneeling), Joan Wight (holding 

check), Fleta Herb, senior community sales director, Kay Trail, community sales director.

A Lafayette couple has been selected as 
the winners in a contest that will allow 

four generations of their family to join for a 
90th birthday celebration this summer.
 Bob and Joan Wight, residents at Atria 
Park of Lafayette, were the top vote-getters 
in the international Mother’s Day “Gifts of 
Time” contest held by the Atria Senior Liv-
ing corporate offi ce.
 Contest participants shared ideas for 
ways they would ideally choose to spend 
time with their mother. Atria received dozens 
of submissions from families across the U.S. 
and Canada.
 Submissions were then narrowed to a 
fi eld of fi ve, posted on Facebook and put to 

a public vote. Thousands of votes poured in, 
with the Wight family edging out their com-
petition by a narrow margin. The couple will 
use their winnings to help create a celebra-
tion for their 60 children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren together for their 90th 
birthday celebration in August.
  “The Wights are such a lovely and de-
serving couple, and we are thrilled that they 
will be able to celebrate their 90th birthdays 
with family members from across the coun-
try,” said Jenifer Noble, Engage Life direc-
tor at Atria Park of Lafayette. “I could not be 
prouder to be a part of making this family’s 
dream come to reality.”

Cyclists again embark on ‘Laura’s 
Ride’ to fight breast cancer
Submitted by Rick Perez

This month, Orinda’s Nick Bloisa, 70, 
and friend Rick Perez , 69  – who maybe 

should have better sense – will cycle from 
Santa Monica, California to St. Augustine, 

Florida as a fundraiser in memory of Laura 
Bartron, a friend of Bloisa’s who succumbed 
to breast cancer age of 45. Although her life 
was far too short, Laura, who worked as a 
Nutritionist at Renaissance, is well remem-
bered.
 Called “Laura’s Ride,” the two men are 
determined to help fi ght breast cancer with 
an epic 3,000 mile bicycle adventure that 
will cross the USA. They leave June 14.
 Through this adventure, Laura’s Ride 
will raise funds for the Danville based Laza-
rex Cancer Foundation in support of patients 
fi ghting breast cancer and to help move 
breast cancer research forward. Their goal is 
to raise $100,000. Lazarex is a one of a kind 
non-profi t that offers fi nancial assistance di-
rectly to advanced stage cancer patients, en-
abling them to access potentially life-saving 
treatments available through FDA clinical 
trials. 
 For more information on the men’s ride, 
visit www.laurasride.org.

Community service honored
Submitted by Dawn Brightbill

Service winners are joined by Acalanes Principal Travis Bell and College and Career Advisor 

Ginger Jessop.

Acalanes High School honored its Com-
munity Service Award winners on 

May 25. Seventy Acalanes students from 
all grades received either the Acalanes Ser-

vice Award or President’s Volunteer Service 
Award. These students provided over 4,300 
hours of community service over the past 12 
months.

Getting healthy at Acalanes
Submitted by Graham Wiseman

Acalanes students take a spin on a stationary 

cycle at the school’s fi rst Wellness Faire.

Acalanes High School held its fi rst well-
ness Faire in April. There were booths 

for all types of assistance in keeping youths 
healthy and happy. There was even musical 
accompaniment by Acalanes musicians. The 
school hopes to make this successful event 
an annual tradition.

Photo provided
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Thanks for helping!
We want to bring you local news, interesting stories 
and local advertising. Please patronize and keep on telling our 
advertisers to support this paper. 
Encourage others to give it a try.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
925-377-0977   www.lamorindaweekly.com

“We are getting solid response from the ad and it’s supporting our other eff orts.  
Th ank you!” Denise, Mark Bellingham Painting

“Th anks so very much for your help in making our Shakespeare Summer 
Conservatories a big hit!” Janet Magleby, Cal Shakes, Director of Marketing & 

Communications

Listening to the Bella Voce women’s 
chamber choir practice in their rehearsal 

space at Acalanes High, it is easy to hear why 
they would win Unanimous Superior ratings 
at their festivals throughout the year.
 With no one in the audience other than 
this reporter, they sang with unbridled joy 
and euphonic precision a contemporary 
Spanish language song “Martes,” by Joseph 
Gregorio, under the direction of Bruce Len-
gacher, their musical instructor.
 I applauded when they fi nished, but Len-
gacher nodded and mentioned casually, “You 
were just a little sharp on those last high 
notes there.”

 The chorus agrees, and I can sense the 
sopranos vowing to nail those notes the next 
time around.
Superior Ratings
 All four of the Acalanes ensembles 
scored high in their festival outings this year, 
while also participating in a whirlwind of 
activities that helped continue their tradition 
of being one of the best performing arts pro-
grams in the area.
 At the California Musical Educators 
Association (CMEA) Choral East A festi-
val hosted by Acalanes in March, both the 
Chorale and Women’s Ensembles achieved 
Superior ratings, while the Concert Choir 

scored a Unanimous Superior rating. The 
Bella Voce and Concert Choir went on to 
garner Unanimous Superior ratings at the 
Napa Valley Choral Classic Invitational.
Year in Review
 The Concert Choir attended the Choral 
Institute in Occidental with Head Royce 
Academy, Ruth Asawa School of the Arts 
and ECCO, the high school ensemble of the 
Piedmont East Bay Children’s choirs. To-
gether they worked with L.J. White to pres-
ent the world premier of “I/WE” at the First 
Unitarian Church of San Francisco.
 All four ensembles participated in the 
Mixed and Women’s Fall Choral Classic fes-
tivals with the other district coral programs, 
and they performed a pair of winter concerts 
in December: “Winter Wind, Winter Moon.”
 In January, Bella Voce and the Women’s 
Ensemble worked with Volti, a professional 
chamber choir, on a Renaissance piece and a 
modern composition.
 Later that month the combined fi ne arts 
departments began their nine-week produc-
tion schedule of “Bye Bye Birdie,” which 
ran for three performances in March.
 Bella Voce also competed at the North-
ern California Women’s Choir Golden State 
Competition at the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyte-
rian Church, placing fourth out of ten schools, 
thereby earning a spot in next year’s competi-
tion. “We probably could have done better,” 
said Lengacher, “but the competition coincid-
ed with closing night for our musical, and a 

majority of the cast was also in Bella Voce.”
 Later in March, Bella Voce and Concert 
Choir toured Los Angeles, where they par-
ticipated in a workshop with Dr. Chris Pe-
terson at CSU-Fullerton, and an advanced 
vocal workshop with Disney composer and 
arranger Bret Simmons. They also attended 
an Anaheim Ducks vs. Buffalo Sabres hock-
ey game. “We didn’t get to be on the ice for 
the National Anthem, but we sang our own 
arrangement loudly from the stands,” said 
Lengacher.
 The choirs fi nished the season with their 
Spring Choral Concert “He Said, She Said,” 
in April and the Pops Concert “Broadway 
and Beyond” in May.
Notable Performers
 Lengacher, in his 18th year as choral di-
rector at Acalanes, made special mention of 
three students who brought talent and energy 
to the program: Sarah Manning, who will at-
tend University of Colorado at Boulder next 
year, did original graphic designs for the mu-
sical, Spring and Pop concerts; Conrad Ro-
cha, a junior, 
 Rocha choreographed the musical and 
co-choreographed the mass choir numbers 
for the Pops as well as for Concert Choir’s 
song; and Emma Broback, who will attend 
UCLA, received the Arion Award, recogniz-
ing her as the outstanding choral musician.
 The choir is generously funded by LIPE 
and the Acalanes Performing Arts Boosters.

The women of Acalanes’ Bella Voce along with director Bruce Lengacher.    Photo John T. Miller

Karen David Ross 
October 21, 1942 - May 24, 2017

 Karen David Ross was born Karen Da-
vid Resnick on October 21, 1942, in Rock-
ford, Illinois.  Her parents were Rose David 
of Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada and Jerry 
Resnick of Chicago, Illinois.  Karen is sur-
vived by her husband, Dr. Joel C. Ross and 
her three sons, Kevin Ray, Keith Michael 
and Curtis Paul Ross.  She was the grand-
mother of four, Jakob Castillo, Samuel 
O’Brien, Lukas Augustin and Emilia Ann 
Ross.  To her grandchildren, Karen was just 
“Nana” or “Gammy.”  She was loved by 
her daughters-in-law, Claudia Castillo and 
Catherine O’Brien Ross, and by Taralyn Ti-
etjen, the fi ancée of Dr. Curtis Ross.  She 
was loved by her brother, Kalman Resnick, 

and his wife, Benetta Mansfi eld, of Chicago, Illinois and her dear Aunt Eileen Lasky 
(Aunt Babe) and Uncle Marvin Lasky of Rossmoor, California.
 Karen grew up in Chicago where she graduated from Goudy Elementary School 
in Evanston, Illinois and then graduated from Evanston Township High School.  Karen 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in teaching from the National College of Education, 
now National Louis University.  While a student at National, she met her husband, Dr. 
Joel C. Ross.  Karen and Joel were married on July 3, 1963, in Wood Dale, Illinois. 
Their fi rst son, Kevin Ray Ross, was born in 1967 in Skokie, Illinois.  In 1969, Karen 
and Joel moved to Travis Air Force Base in Travis, California, where their second son, 
Keith Michael was born.  In 1971, they moved to Orinda, California where they lived 
for 44 years.  Their third son Curtis Paul Ross was born in 1978. In 2015, Karen and Joel 
Ross moved to Rossmoor.
 During her time in Orinda, Karen founded Rossera Designs, a successful interior 
design business.  Rossera Designs provided sophisticated design services throughout 
the East Bay and San Francisco and elsewhere in California.  Karen also participated in 
many activities in her community, including serving as a docent at the Oakland Museum 
of California and volunteering at her sons’ schools in Orinda and with Raphael House in 
San Francisco. She travelled extensively throughout the world with friends and family.  
She was a passionate collector of antique estate and costume jewelry.  Several of her 
signed pieces will be donated to the causes she felt most close to.
 Karen leaves behind the legacy of her family and the affection of her many friends.  
She will be dearly missed by all those that knew her.  Her passion and energy will never 
be forgotten.
 Aunt Babe’s description of Karen says it all:

Karen lived every day of her life to the fullest.  To say it was joie de 
vivre is putting it mild.  Being dull was not her style.  Her presence 
never went without notice.  She will be missed by one and all.

 Karen died on May 24, 2017 from complications stemming from a stroke in 2012.  
During the past six years, she fought her health battles with a positive attitude, a strong 
sense of humor, and a commitment above all to her love for her family.  
 There will be a celebration of Karen’s life at the Lafayette Veterans Memorial 
Building on June 17 between 12 and 4:00 p.m. to commemorate the woman we knew 
and loved.

TeenWrites
A summer full of  expectations
By Analie Fernandes

“Drriiiinngg.” It’s the last school bell of 
the year, the only time that any of us 

are happy to hear the obnoxiously loud call 
to order. Everyone in my class cheers, then 
rushes out the door, calling goodbyes over 
their shoulders and waving to friends. The 
parking lot is a mess. Yearbooks are being 
passed around with colorful pens. Groups of 
teenagers are packing into cars like sardines. 
Car doors are open, leaking loud music. On 
my way to my friends’ car I hear “Despacito” 
and “That’s What I Like” at deafening vol-
ume. Traffi c is awful. Everybody’s heading 
the same direction — downtown, to get food. 
It’s a mass exodus into freedom — the start 
of glorious, beautiful summer. 
 What I love about summer is that the 
minute that last bell rings, all my responsibil-
ities wash away, like sand castles, smoothed 
by the waves. There are no more AP classes, 
no more sports, no more clubs. I’m left with 
a blank slate, with pristine, untouched sand, 
ready to be shaped however I want. Summer-
time is freedom in its purest form — a fresh 
start. 
 Usually, my summers are carefree, a col-
lection of long days spent relaxing in the sun 
in various locations. This year is different. 
I’ve been ambushed by nostalgia, what used 
to be known as YOLO in cringier days past. 
I can feel the pressure to have a memorable 
summer more keenly this year than ever, my 
penultimate summer as a high schooler. My 
sentimentality is easily translated into melo-
dramatic introspections. I don’t have much 
time left as a teenager, and I’ll never be this 
young again. My window to make memories 
that will be worth remembering decades later 
is closing. Is seems almost as if I’m failing 
to truly experience adolescence unless I do 
something amazing this summer — as if a 
mundane summer refl ects a mundane person-
ality. 
 After all, our society has idealized the 
sunny season, making it into a hallmark of 
teen culture. Our parents tell us stories of old 
roadtrips and beach vacations with friends. 
We watch movies and read books about teen-
agers and their amazing, life-altering sum-
mertime adventures. Think about it: “Dazed 
and Confused,” “Grease,” “Dirty Dancing,” 
“I Know What You Did Last Summer.” All 
are cult classics, all are centered around sum-

mer adventures, 
 I had fallen into a trap. 
 My summer was being crushed under the 
weight of a lifetime of expectations — and if 
I wasn’t careful, my entire senior year would 
be crushed too. I was suffocating all the fun 
out of summer, fi xating on perception rather 
than feeling. It took some time for me to real-
ize that the reason that all these stories reso-
nated with me wasn’t because I wanted to do 
what these characters and people did. Rather, 
I wanted to experience what they did. I want-
ed a summer that was spontaneous, relaxing, 
fun—and those things are entirely within my 
control. I can make my summer whatever I 
want it to be. I needed to realize that what 
I’ll cherish the most won’t be manufactured 
moments, modeled after old stories, but the 
happy memories I make when I let my life 
play out naturally.
 So I will make a pilgrimage to the beach 
with my friends; I will watch the waves wash 
up and do cartwheels on the sand — but it 
won’t be because I’m trying to live up to an 
idealized story. It’ll be because I love the 
beach, because my friends want to collect 
seashells, because it’s sunny and we’re in 
California, and “What else would we do?” 
because we’re young, because it’s fun, be-
cause we can do what we want. It’ll be be-
cause we’re only young once and summer is 
what we make it.

Analie Fernandes is a rising senior at Berean 

Christian High School, where she is the 

editor-in-chief of the school newspaper. 

She has called Lafayette home for fi ve years, 

having previously lived in New York, Ten-

nessee, and Ohio. Analie’s favorite authors 

include George Orwell, Elizabeth Gaskell, 

and, of course, Jane Austen!

The talented singers of  Acalanes choral program excel all year
By John T. Miller
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Not to be missed Not to be missed

Please submit 
events to:

calendar@lamorinda

weekly.com

ART

Flower Power: an Asian Art 
Museum Docent Lecture at 2 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 28 
in the Orinda Library Garden 
Room. Asian Art Museum Do-
cent LauraBeth Nelson will 
share the highlights of this ex-
hibition (June 23 – October 1, 
2017) in honor of the 50th anni-
versary of San Francisco’s Sum-
mer of Love, showcasing the 
expressive powers of fl owers in 
the arts and cultures of Asia.

MUSIC

St. Paul’s Concert Series: Flute 
and Piano Concert featuring 
Laurel Zucker, fl ute, and Dwight 
Stone, pianist, composer at 8:15 
p.m. on Saturday, June 17 at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1924 
Trinity Ave., Walnut Creek. St. 
Paul’s Concert Series hosts free 
concert; donations are welcome 
to support the artists and the on-
going concert series. There is 
free parking across Trinity Ave. 
www.laurelzucker.com; www.
stonemusic.us.

Make Music Day from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 21 at 
the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center Amphitheatre. Make 
Music Day is a free celebration 
of music around the world. Back 
by popular demand,will be local 
home-grown musician Paul Co-
truvo. Paul will bring his band 
The Flashbacksto back YOU up. 
We will have 100 songs from the 
60s to choose from. You pick a 
song, and sign up to be the lead 
singer. Live Karaoke – and you 
can have your fi ve minutes of 
fame. Visit www.lafayettecham-
ber.org for details. 

It’s time to sit back and un-
wind at the free summer con-
certs in at the park series from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Orinda on 
Tuesday nights. June 20, Juke 
Joint — Classic Soul; June 27, 
Fog City Swampers — Classic 
Rock & Roll.

Free concerts from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Thursday evenings at the 
Moraga Commons Park. Bring 
your picnic blanket or lawn 
chairs to the grassy hillside in 
front of the band shell. Enjoy the 
music while your children enjoy 
the park. The volunteers of MPF 
will cook dinner with the Snack 
Bar opening at 6 p.m. June 22 
Floorshakers - Fun, soul, rock& 
roll; June 29 Spill the Wine - 
Jackson 5 to Maroon 5.

Lafayette Celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Summer 
of Love at the Rock the Plaza 
concerts on Fridays throughout 
June in Lafayette.
June 16: Dream Posse; June 23: 
Barry “The Fish” Melton and 
his band.

Music begins at 6:30pm. The 
‘60s inspired “Hippie Market” 
along Plaza Way opens at 6 p.m.
Stay late to jam! The Acoustic 
Hootenanny around the camp-
fi re begins at 8:30, with special 
guests, including Lafayette’s 
own Stevie Coyle (The Way-
backs), playing folk songs. 
Bring your guitar.

THEATER

“As You Like It” by William 
Shakespeare presented by Cal 
Shakes and directed by Desde-
mona Chiang. runs through June 
18 at the Bruns Amphitheater 
located at 100 California Shake-
speare Theater Way in Orinda. 
Tickets and show times at www.
calshakes.org; or by calling the 
box offi ce at (510) 548-9666; 
boxoffi ce@calshakes.org.

Town Hall Theatre presents 
“An Ideal Husband” by Os-
car Wilde through June 24 on 

stage at 3535 School St. in La-
fayette. Enjoy one of Oscar Wil-
de’s most beloved and funniest 
plays. Tickets and show times 
available at townhalltheatre.
com or at the box offi ce.

Orinda Starlight Village Play-
ers present Agatha Christie’s 
“The Unexpected Guest” from 
June 2 to July 1 at the outdoor 
theater in Orinda Community 
Center Park, 28 Orinda Way. 
Showtimes and general admis-
sion tickets are $20 and are 
available at the Box Offi ce, call 
(925) 528-9225 or email info@
orsvp.org for reservations. Be 
aware that this is an outdoor the-
ater and dress appropriately and 
bring blankets.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“Some of My Best Friends 
Are Super Sleuths: Let Me 
Introduce You!” at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 15 in the 
Orinda Library Garden Room. 
Join Acalanes Adult Education 
instructor Joan Trezek for a pre-
sentation on what makes our fa-
vorite detectives such engaging 
characters. She will cover detec-
tives you may already know and 
love, and introduce you to some 
she thinks you should meet.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The Contra Costa County Li-
brary invites children, teens 
and library users of all ages to 
take part in Summer Reading. 
Summer Reading runs through 
Saturday, Aug. 5. This year’s 
theme is “Build Your Brain” 
and the program is fi lled with 
activities, events and reading 
lists designed to exercise your 
brain. Readers of all ages can 
participate online or use a paper 
reading record. Completed read-
ing records or online completion 
certifi cates should be returned 
to one of the 26 Contra Costa 
County Library branches by 
Aug. 5. All fi nishers will receive 
a book prize and be entered into 
a drawing for a chance to win 
additional prizes. For more in-
formation on Summer Reading 
visit your local Contra Costa 
County Library branch or http://
www.ccclib.org/summer.

OTHER

Saint Mary’s College of Cali-
fornia, MFA in Dance Program, 
presents the fi rst ever Process 
Dance Festival. MFA Students 
of the Class of 2017 (Cohort 2) 
will present their graduate the-
sis concert-length works in the 
program’s dance festival, to be 
held from noon to 8 p.m on June 
17 and 18 on the Saint Mary’s 
campus. Ticket and pricing in-
formation atwww.stmarys-ca.
edu/process-dance-festival.

This Father’s Day grow your 
family by adopting a kitty from 
Community Concern for Cats. 
See our purrfect kittens and cats 
at this weekend’s adoption event 
from 1 to 4 p.m., June 17 and 18, 
at Pet Food Express in Lafayette 
and Pleasant Hill, and Petco in 
Walnut Creek. For more infor-
mation, see www.community-
concernforcats.org .

Alta Bates Summit Com-
prehensive Cancer Services 
presents its annual Cancer 
Survivorship Symposium, “A 
Celebration of Life – Finding 
Strength Together” from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. on June 21 at Sam-
uel Merritt University in the 
Bechtel Hall, 400 Hawthorne 
Ave, Oakland. Join Alta Bates 
staff for an evening of inspira-
tional speakers who will discuss 
the impact of the cancer experi-
ence on families. This is a free, 
event open to all members of the 
community.

KPFA Radio 94.1 FM pres-
ents Melvin Goodman & Dan-
iel Ellsberg: Whistleblower 
at the CIA from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 21 
at First Presbyterian Church 
of Berkeley, 2407 Dana Street, 
Berkeley. Melvin Goodman 
and Daniel Ellsberg will dis-
cuss Goodman’s book, Whistle-
blower at the CIA, answer ques-
tions & sign books. Cost: $12 
advance, $15 door. For more 
info see www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/event/2947326 or call 
(510) 967-4495. 

Unleash the Wonders of Your 
Mind at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day June 21 in the Orinda Li-
brary Garden Room. The Brain 
Whisperer, Steven Campbell, 
will teach you how to use the 
new brain science to transform 
your life: end negative think-
ing, improve focus and clarity, 
enhance problem solving and 
simply be happier. A Summer 
Reading Festival program.

Diablo Ballet presents their 
second annual PAWS de Tutu 
dog festival from 9 a.m. to noon 
on June 24 at the Lafayette Res-
ervoir. The dog costume com-
petition and parade, benefi ting 
Diablo Ballet’s PEEK Outreach 
programs, will feature costume 
and trick competitions, K-9 
demos, dog adoptions, vendors, 
snacks and fun. Anyone inter-
ested in attending should regis-
ter online at www.diabloballet.
org as participation is limited. 
Admission is only $5 per per-
son. To enter any or all of the 
competitions: $20 for adults and 
$10 for youth (17 and under), 
which includes the admission 
fee. (See story page B1)

Attention wireless radio lov-
ers: LARIG, Lamorinda’s ama-
teur radio group, hosts a free, 
live, in-the-fi eld radio demon-
stration 11 a.m. to dusk, June 
24 at Moraga Commons Park. 
LARIG joins 35,000 amateur 
radio operators nationwide in 
celebrating the 103rd annual 
American Radio Relay League 
Field Day. For details, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/k8asjef.

Eat Stay Love Lafayette 
Food Tour. Green Hills. Great 
Schools. Good-tasting eats. Eat – 
Stay – Love Lafayette food tour 
is a two-hour, family-friendly 
tour great for newbies and any-
one looking to discover this side 
of the Caldecott Tunnel. Tours 
run on the last Saturday every 
month at 11 a.m. Advanced res-
ervations required. Adults: $35; 
Kids 12 and younger: $20. Book 
today at www.localfoodadven-
tures.com or (510) 604-6546.

The American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Relay For Life of Con-
cord and Walnut Creek will be-
gin at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 
24 at Ygnacio Valley Park (901 
Oak Grove Rd. Concord). Relay 
For Life is a community event 
where teams and individuals 
camp out and take turns walk-
ing or running around a path 
for 12 hours, symbolizing the 
battle waged around the clock 
by those facing cancer. Fam-
ily friendly activities, entertain-
ment, food and more will be 
happening throughout the day. 
This event is free and open to 
the public. Visit relayforlife.
org/ConcordWalnutCreekCA to 
learn more, sign up or donate to 
this life saving event, or contact 
Jessi Norris at 510.993.8536 or 
Jessi.norris@cancer.org.

... continued on next page

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

OORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 

and Serve the World

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
all are welcome

Sunday mornings, 9:30 am
new!  Sunday evenings, 5 pm

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org

925.376.4800

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Service Clubs Announcements

OTHER ... continued 

Naturalist and Wildlife ex-
pert, James “Doc” Hale will 
discuss the local Pleistocene 
Megafauna, their extirpation, 
and the evolution of the East 
Bay Area wildlife landscape 
from 1-3 p.m. on Saturday, June 
24 at the Lafayette Community 
Garden, 3932 Mt Diablo Blvd. 
The classes are free. However, a 
$5 donation is appreciated.

Wine and Tapas Speaker Se-
ries Presents: Finding Peace in 
Broken Places at 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, July 9 at 1035 Carol Lane, 
Lafayette. After experiencing 
the plight of Syrian refugees and 
their children in Turkey and Jor-
dan, Sai Aashraya dedicated his 
life to create ways of love and 
service that unleash the capacity 
for joy and peace. Admission is 
free and open to all ages, bring 
a small tasting to share for our 
common cheese and charcuterie 

board. Beverages and baguettes 
will be provided.

SENIORS

Friday Connections at the La-
fayette Library.  Join the gath-
ering at the Lafayette Library 
from 1 to 3 p.m. every Friday 
for a variety of activities: speak-
ers, games, fi lm screenings, pre-
sentations and more. Catch up 
with old friends or meet new 
ones over refreshments! Check 
with library staff or the online 
calendar www.tinyurl.com/laf-
calendar for each week’s activi-
ties and meeting room. For more 
info, contact Chris Gray at (925) 
385-2288 or cgray@ccclib.org 
or Lafayette Senior Services: 
Seniors@LoveLafayette.org or 
(925) 284-5050.

Branch 116 Sons in Retire-
ment, for retired or semiretired 
men, will be holding its 11:30 
a.m. lunch meeting on June 19 
at the Clubhouse at Boundary 

Oak, 3800 Valley Vista Road, 
Walnut Creek. The guest speak-
er will be Dr. Brian Hopkins, a 
board certifi ed urologist, who 
will be speaking on myriad uro-
logical problems of older men. 
The cost is $25. For reserva-
tions or information call (925) 
322-1160 or email branch116@
gmail.com. For more informa-
tion about our group, visit www.
branch116.org.

Smart Driver 4 Hour Re-
fresher Course from 9 a.m. to 
1:45 p.m. on Thursday, July 20 
at the Toyon Room, Lafayette 
Community Center. Refi ne your 
driving skills, develop safe, de-
fensive techniques, and possibly 
lower your insurance premium. 
Offered through AARP. $15 
AARP Members; $20 Non-
Members. Max: 25 paid reg-
istrants. To reserve your spot, 
send check, made payable to 
AARP, to Lafayette Senior Ser-
vices, 500 St. Mary’s Rd., La-
fayette, CA 94549.

My Cousin Rachel” begins its two-week 
run at the Orinda Theatre on June 16. A 

remake of the 1952 original starring Richard 
Burton and Olivia de Havilland is based on the 
Daphne Du Maurier novel of the same name. 
 The fi lm follows the story of a young man 
Philip (Sam Clafl in) who seeks revenge on his 
cousin Rachel (Rachel Weisz) who he believes 
murdered his cousin and the guardian who 
raised him. Upon meeting her, Philip falls under 
the alluring spell of her charm.
 Academy Award Winner Rachel Weisz 
(“The Constant Gardener”) is captivating in the 
role of Rachel. She lures the audience and Philip 
into her web. She is mysterious, seductive, be-
guiling and mesmerizing. Clafl in’s performance 
as Philip is as strong on the opposite side of the 
acting spectrum. 
 “My Cousin Rachel” is a solid alternative 
from the superhero fi lms currently blasting up 
theaters nationwide. The cinematography is Os-
car-worthy with stunning European landscapes. 
Equally impressive is the costume and set de-

sign. When award season rolls around later in 
the year, you will be hearing the name, “My 
Cousin Rachel.”
 “My Cousin Rachel” is an enjoyable mys-
tery thriller, rated PG-13 for some sexuality and 
brief strong profanity with a TRT (total running 
time) of 1 hour and 46 minutes.
 Silent Movies return to the Rheem
 At 7 p.m. Saturday, June 17, at the Rheem 
Theatre, enjoy an evening of short fi lms starring 
Mary Pickford with authentic music composed 
and performed by Patti Leidecker. Leonard 
Pirkle will give a history of Mary Pickford and 
the short fi lms. 
 Did you know that Mary Pickford was a 
co-founder of United Artists Studio and one of 
the original founders of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences? 
 Learn more about this amazing woman at 
this very special event at the Rheem. The Mor-
aga Community Foundation is sponsoring this 
event.
 Admission: $15.

Oscar-winner Rachel Weisz stars in  “My Cousin Rachel.”             Photo credit:  Fox Searchlight Pictures

Film Clips
Mysterious and well-acted ‘Cousin Rachel’ 
hits Orinda Theatre this Friday
By Derek Zemrak

 Lafayette
 Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Summer of Love at the 
Rock the Plaza concerts on Fridays throughout June.
 June 16: Dream Posse
 June 23: Barry “The Fish” Melton and his band.
 Music begins at 6:30 p.m. The ‘60s inspired “Hippie Market” 
along Plaza Way opens at 6 p.m.
 Stay late to jam! The Acoustic Hootenanny around the campfi re 
begins at 8:30 p.m., with special guests, including Lafayette’s own 
Stevie Coyle (The Waybacks), playing folk songs. Bring your guitar.
 Moraga 
 Thursday evenings at the Commons are for relaxing with friends 
and enjoying the bands. Bring a blanket or lawn chairs to the grassy 
hillside in front of the band shell. The volunteers of MPF will cook 
dinner for you with the Snack Bar opening at 6 p.m. 
 June 22  Floorshakers - Fun, soul, rock& roll
 June 29  Spill the Wine - Jackson 5 to Maroon 5 
 July 4  David Martins House Party - Dance party and show 
     (7 p.m. concert)
 July 13  Foreverland -Tribute to Michael Jackson 
 July 20  Beatles Flashback - Tribute the Beatles 
 July 27  Mixed Nuts - Jazz, soul, blues and rock 
 August 3  House Rockers - Rock and soul
 August 10  Apple Z - Rock and roll
 August 17  Fundamentals - Red-hot rockin’ soul 
 The County Food Bank will have collection bins near parking 
lots each Thursday. Concerts start at 6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m.
 The concerts are sponsored byThe Bruzzone Family, Republic 
Services , Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley, Moraga Junior Women’s 
Club and 5-A Rent A Space
 Orinda
 It’s time to sit back and unwind at the free summer concerts at 
the park series on Tuesday nights. 
 June 20, Juke Joint — Classic Soul
  Food Truck: Pia’s Pizza
 June 27, Fog City Swampers — Classic Rock & Roll
  Food Truck: An the Go (Asian Fusion)
 July 11 Floorshakers — Funk Soul, Rock & Roll
  Food Truck: Kenny’s Heart & Soul (Soul Food)
 July 18 Lamorinda Idol 
  Food Truck: Pia’s Pizza
 July 23, Opera in the Park,  5-7 p.m.
 July 25, Bruce Gunn & Big Rain — Soulful Rock Country
  Food Truck: El Ranchero (taco truck) 
 August 1, JetBlacq — Jazz
  Food Truck: Rebel Dog Hotdogs 
 August 8, West Grand Blvd — Motown
  Food Truck: An the Go (Asian Fusion)
 August 15, Big Band Jazz
  Food Truck: Kenny’s Heart & Soul (Soul Food)
 The concerts run 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
 Sponsored by the Orinda Community Center Auxiliary and the Ro-
tary Club of Orinda, and supported by the Orinda Parks and Recreation 
Foundation, Orinda Community Foundation and City of Orinda. 
Also coming up in Orinda this summer:
 The Orinda Village Starlight Players have three plays at the 
Orinda Community Park this summer:
 Agatha Christie’s “The Unexpected Guest” June 2 through July 1
 Malcolm Cowler’s adaptation of L. Frank Baum’s “The Wizard 
of Oz,”  July 21 through Aug. 12
 Robert Merrill’s “Five-Door Farce,” Sept. 1 through Sept. 30

Free concerts to rock
Lamorinda this summer

Some dancing at a concert last year at  Moraga Commons. Photo A. Scheck

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

June 15:  
Rich Dutra       

The Challenge Day Event

June 22:  
Dennis Erokan    

Get Famous

Rock the Plaza:   Fridays in June, 6 pm   Free 
Live Music, Plaza Park Downtown Lafayette

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafaye� e Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafaye� e. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Maura Wolf, Consultant and 
Educator, Focus on Strategic 

Planning, Organiza� onal and People 
Development

Seismological Lab at UC 
Berkeley on The Science 

Behind Earthquakes

June 23June 16

The “Teardrop Inn” trailer con� nues to appear in June at Rock 
the Park Concerts on the Square in Lafaye� e
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You can fi nd most 

of  the recipes 

published 

in the 

Lamorinda Weekly 

on our website. 

Click Food tab.

www.lamorindaweekly.

com/html2/food1.html

Susie can be reached at 

suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found 

on our website: www.

lamorindaweekly.com. If 

you would like to share your 

favorite recipe with Susie 

please contact her by email or 

call our offi  ce at (925) 377-

0977.

...thanks

Please...

Cooking Term 
of the Week
Grunt
This is a fun cooking term 
and one that might prove 
useful as we get into the 
beautiful summer fruit 
season. Grunt is a dessert 
typically seen in the 
eastern United States, and 
is a hybrid between a pie 
and a cobbler. The fruit 
(berries or stone fruits) is 
cooked under a crust of 
biscuit dough. The grunt 
is said to be named for 
the sounds coming from 
the bubbling fruit under 
the dough as it cooks. A 
grunt is usually cooked 
on the stove top, but can 
be baked. When baked, it 
is actually very much like 
a slump, but that’s a term 
for another day!

Thoughtful Food
All hail Cilantro for that extra spice
By Susie Iventosch

It seems to be love or hate with 
cilantro, but I am a huge fan. Not 

only is it a key ingredient in many 
Mexican dishes and salsas, but 
freshly snipped leaves are so tasty 
in green salad. It’s a perfect addi-
tion to curry sauce and the beauti-
ful leaves make for a lovely gar-
nish.  Cilantro is the king of herbs 
in my book and for some reason, 
the smell of it just reminds me of 
summer. 
 When we made chimichurri 
grilled chicken the other night, 
we added cilantro to this typical 
Argentinian sauce, and it was a 
palate-pleaser. Since cilantro pairs 
so well with lime juice, we tossed 
in a touch of both lemon and lime, 
which made it extra zingy. Nor-
mally, chimichurri is made with 
parsley and oregano in addition to 
garlic, red pepper fl akes, olive oil 
and red wine vinegar. The zesty 
lemon-lime potato salad fell into 
place and all together, this is a fun 
meal to serve for your summertime 
barbecues and picnics. The sauce 
holds well in the refrigerator, so if 
you make extra you can have it on 
hand as a dipping sauce for other 
meals, too.

Green Chili Goat Cheese Dip   Photos Susie Iventosch

Grilled Chimichurri Chicken 
(Serves 4-6)

1 whole roasting chicken

1 batch chimichurri sauce (recipe below)

DIRECTIONS

Rub skin of whole chicken with ½ cup of the chimichurri sauce, reserv-

ing the remaining sauce for serving. Place chicken in aluminum pan, 

or a baking pan that you don’t mind putting on the barbecue or grill. 

Place the pan with the chicken over the center burner and cook indi-

rect on gas grill with the two side burners on medium and the center 

burner turned off . Cook for approximately 1 hour, or until done and 

juices from legs and thighs run clear. This will vary depending upon 

the size of the chicken and the grill you are using. Carve chicken and 

drizzle chimichurri over when serving. Pass extra sauce for seconds!

Chimichurri Sauce

(Yields approximately 1½ cups)

INGREDIENTS

1 bunch fresh Italian parsley

½ bunch fresh cilantro

¼ cup fresh oregano leaves (no stems)

2 garlic cloves, peeled

1 tsp. dried red pepper fl akes

½ tsp. powdered cumin

¼ tsp. salt

Juice of 1 lemon

Juice of 1 lime

½ tsp. lemon zest

¼ cup red wine vinegar

¾ cup olive oil

DIRECTIONS

Clean parsley and cilantro and cut off  the bottom part of the stems. 

Place in food processor along with oregano leaves and garlic. Pro-

cess until fi nely chopped. Add remaining ingredients and puree all 

together in the processor. Cover and let stand at room temperature 

for about 2 hours until ready to use. If you make it a day or two ahead, 

refrigerate and bring to room temperature before using.

Lemon-Lime Potato Salad

(Serves 4-6)

6 medium potatoes (3 new potatoes and 3 Yukon gold)

Dressing:

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 shallot, fi nely chopped

1-2 Tbsp. olive oil

½ bunch cilantro, stems removed and leaves chopped or julienned

2 Tbsp. lemon juice

1 Tbsp. lime juice

¼ cup red wine vinegar

1 tsp. Dijon mustard

2/3 cup olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS

Clean potatoes and cut into evenly-sized halves or quarters. Place in a 

large pot of cold water and bring to a boil. Reduce to simmer and con-

tinue to cook the potatoes until they easily pierce with a knife, but are 

not mushy. This will take roughly 15 minutes or so. Check them often, 

because you don’t want them to be either underdone or overdone. 

Drain potatoes and place in a bowl to cool. 

Lemon-Lime Cilantro Dressing-directions
Heat 1-2 Tbsp. olive oil in small frying pan. Cook garlic and shallot un-

til translucent. Remove from heat and cool. Meanwhile, place remain-

ing ingredients in a jar with a tight-fi tting lid. Add cooled shallot and 

garlic and shake well. Adjust with extra olive oil as needed for your 

tastes. We tend to like a tangy dressing.

 Gently toss cooled potatoes with dressing and stir every once in a 

while to make sure all of the potatoes are well-coated. Serve at room 

temperature. This salad is really nice served on a bed of lettuce with 

slices of avocado on the side.

Pour Me 
The Father of  Craft Beer
By A.K. Carroll

In this installment of Pour Me, 
we take a peek at the world of 

craft beer, a favorite of fathers and 
brainchild of brewmasters.
 Once upon a time, long before 
the invention of the kegerator and 
the rise of hop-happy hipsters, 
homebrew and craft beer were 
the favored drinks of Americans 
everywhere, from the corn-based 
creations of native-born people to 
lagers and ales made in the tradi-
tional styles of immigrants from 
all parts of Europe. The country’s 
fi rst industry entrant, New World 
brewery, was founded in New 
Amsterdam (present-day Manhat-
tan) in 1612, but it wasn’t until 
the 19th century that craft beer re-
ally took off. Between 1810 and 
1873 beer went gangbusters, and 
by the turn of the century the U.S. 
boasted over 4,100 breweries, a 
number which wasn’t eclipsed 
until 2015. 
 The average American was 
consuming upwards of 20 gal-
lons of beer a year by 1914, and 
then the industry came to a halt-
ing stop. Why the slow down? 
One word—Prohibition. Though 
the crackdown on spirits was de-
fi antly met with gallons of home-
made moonshine and dozens of 
the speakeasy cocktails that have 
been making a comeback in the 
past fi ve years, beer took a hard 
hit from teetotalling. A few hun-
dred of the thousands of pre-Pro-
hibition breweries renewed their 
licenses after the 21st Amend-
ment passed, but the fi rst iteration 
of Big Beer put the squeeze on the 
little guys, and by the early 1980s 
only 50 independent beer compa-
nies were still in play. Americans 
had all but forgotten the craft 
brews of bygone days, having 
traded them in for cans of bland 
pale lager.
 Lucky for us, Northern Cali-
fornians were as innovative and 
adventurous then as they are to-
day, and the same spirit that moti-
vated plucky winemakers to start 
setting up shop all over Napa Val-
ley and led to Alice Waters’ famed 
contribution to California Cui-
sine, also inspired Fritz Maytag 
to make a risky investment in the 
purchase of Anchor Steam brew-
ery in 1965. Though the company 
now produces over 164,000 bar-
rels a year, they were arguably the 
brewery that launched the craft 
beer movement, which contin-
ues to this day and has led to the 
creation of over 5,000 breweries 
across the U.S.
 What exactly is craft beer? 

According to Brewer’s Asso-
ciation, craft breweries must be 
small (they make less than six 
million barrels annually, which is 
also roughly three percent of U.S. 
annual beer sales), independent 
(they own and control over three-
quarters of the brewery), and tra-
ditional (in one way or another). 
Traditional beers get their fl avor 
from traditional or innovative in-
gredients and their fermentation. 
Many craft brewers interpret his-
toric brewing styles, such as Eng-
lish porters, Belgian saisons or 
Irish stouts, with modern twists, 
while others develop original 
brewing techniques of their own.
 Under the blanket of craft 
breweries you’ll fi nd microbrew-
eries, which produce less than 
15,000 barrels annually and sell 
majority (75 percent or more) 
of their beer offsite, brewpubs, 
which sell at least 25 percent of 
their beer on site and typically 
within the confi nes of a restau-
rant, regional breweries, regional 
craft breweries and contract brew-
ing companies.
 You don’t need to be a beer 
geek to enjoy a quality brewsky, 
and there are plenty to pick from. 
According to California Craft 
Beer, there are over 700 craft 
breweries in the Golden State 
alone, more than any other state 
in the nation. Though none of 
them are located within the con-
fi nes of the Lamorinda area (at 
least not yet), there are still plenty 
of places that pay tribute to the 
art of beer and carry local favor-
ites on tap. So raise a pint to Fritz 
Maytag, the father of craft beer, or 
toast your own dad with a quality 
brew from one of these local wa-
tering holes.

Graze offers local craft brews from Anchor Steam, Sierra Nevada, 
Anderson Valley, and Lagunitas (which makes craft beer, but was 
purchased by Heineken earlier this year)
376 Park Street, Moraga, 925-388-0351

The Cooperage offers a seasonal rotation of local craft brews from 
microbreweries including Firestone Walker, Trumer, North Coast, 
Sierra Nevada, Altamont Beerworks, Filedwork, Lagunitas and Fort 
Point
32 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette, 925-298-5915

The Fourth Bore offers a seasonal rotation of local craft brews from 
microbreweries including Fort Point, Track 7, North Coast, Firestone 
Walker, E.J. Phair, Anchor Steam, Pizza Port, Fieldwork, Eel River, 
Altamont Beerworks, Stone, Alameda Island, 
2 Orinda Theatre Square #134, Orinda, 925- 254-1183

Craft beers on tap.  Photos by A.K. Carroll
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Asked to name the person who 
most impacted his coach-

ing philosophy, former Mira-
monte Athletics Director Vince 
Dell’Aquila, who just retired after 
26 years at the school, didn’t hesi-
tate to answer. 
 “The very fi rst coach that I had 
– and he only coached me for a 
year – was my dad,” Dell’Aquila 
said, recalling his father Fred. “My 
dad is probably – whatever posi-
tives you might have about Coach 
Dell – my dad was that on ste-
roids.”
 In his more than a quarter of a 
century at Miramonte, Dell’Aquila 
donned a variety of hats, serving 
fi rst as an assistant coach, then as 
a head coach and P.E. teacher and 
fi nally as the AD for the past 19 
years. 
 “Everybody said the same thing 
(about my dad),” Dell’Aquila con-
tinued. “‘Coach Dell’Aquila was 
fair. He was kind. He was compas-
sionate. He taught things the right 
way. He didn’t talk down to you.’ 
So, I’d hear all those things (grow-
ing up).”
 The younger Dell’Aquila’s 
tenure at Miramonte all started 
with a barbeque back in the fall of 
1991. 
 His son, Brian, had just joined 
the football program, and the long-
time head coach, Floyd Burnsed 
sought out Dell’Aquila knowing 
he’d played center at Cal Poly 

Pomona. Burnsed asked if he 
wanted to help coach the team and 
Dell’Aquila jumped at the oppor-
tunity.
 That spring, the head baseball 
coach, John Buschini, made him 
the same offer – knowing that 
Dell’Aquila had also played that 
sport collegiately – and like that, 
he was in. 
 In 1996, Dell’Aquila took over 
the baseball program that would 
go on to win six NCS titles un-
der his stewardship and produce 
a 366-202-1 record. Shortly there-
after, he took over as the AD, all 
the while continuing on as a P.E. 
teacher and offensive line coach 
for the football team.
 Whether he was conducting a 
class, standing in the dugout or pa-
trolling the sidelines, Dell’Aquila 
was always eternally optimistic, 
wearing a perpetual smile and en-
tirely unfl appable. 
 “I try to pick out the best of 
everyone,” Dell’Aquila said, ex-
plaining that he’s always pos-
sessed a calm demeanor. “Some-
times when I see the worst, I go, 
‘Okay, that’s not where I want to 
go.’”
 The 2002 State Coach of the 
Year was never simply worried 
about teaching baseball funda-
mentals or football techniques – 
like so many of his peers.
 “Most of those people don’t 
touch on life skills,” Dell’Aquila 

explained. “That’s what I’ve al-
ways felt. I’ve always treated 
players like professional players. 
I’ve taught them like professional 
players. I’ve coached professional 
players so I know what it is that 
they need and how to make them 
better.”
 When asked to highlight the 
most memorable teams that he 
worked with, Dell’Aquila speaks 
of winning four section titles with 
the football program, and most 
notably coaching the line that pro-
tected future two-time Hesiman 
Award fi nalist and NFL quarter-
back Ken Dorsey.
 He also singled out the 1999 
baseball setup – the fi rst to win 
North Coast under his manage-
ment.
 “I think we we’re 12-12 to 
get into NCS as the last seed and 
we kind of ran the table on the 
top seeds with just a good group 
of guys,’ Dell’Aquila said. “Fast 
forward to this year, same thing 
(it was) a great group of guys. We 
don’t have a Division I player, but 
just a really, really good group of 
kids and they were really deter-
mined and this year was obviously 
a very special year. 
 “There were many teams in 
between that had their own per-
sonalities and successes and it’s 
just been a great run,” Dell’Aquila 
added. 
 Believed to be the longest-ten-

ured employee in the district at the 
time of his retirement, Dell’Aquila 
said there is nothing better than 
seeing his former charges excel 
later in life – regardless of the 
stage they choose.
 “That to me is the ultimate 
compliment. It’s the ultimate satis-
faction in coaching,’” Dell’Aquila 
said. “The wins and the losses, 
they’re going to come.”
 Long after he forgets the win-
and-loss records, Dell’Aquila will 
still remember the kind words his 
ex-players have shared with him. 
 “When you get kids that come 
back and there may have been 
things that I said that I don’t even 
remember, but kids say, ‘Hey, re-
member when you told me this … 
It’s made me the father that I am 
today. The son that I am today. The 
business person that I am today,” 
Dell’Aquila said. “That’s really 
the satisfaction that I think a coach 
gets from coaching young men.”
 Even though he’s retiring, 
Dell’Aquila isn’t leaving the game 
all together. 
 He plans to stay on as the of-
fensive line coach with the foot-
ball team, will coach one set of 
grandkids in tee-ball and little 
league and will now have far more 
fl exibility to visit his other set of 
grandkids in southern California. 

 “I’m not going to really real-
ize that I’m retired because the 
teacher dynamic is that you have 
all summer off,” Dell’Aquila said. 
“So this is just normal for me.”
 The only difference is there 
won’t be the annual summer count-
down to the fi rst day of school.
 “Somewhere after the Fourth 
of July I go, ‘Oh my gosh, al-
ready a month has gone by.’ So, I 
won’t have to worry about that,” 
Dell’Aquila said with a chuckle.
 Before departing his post at 
Miramonte, Dell’Aquila was cel-
ebrated at a retirement party on 
May 20 on the football fi eld. Ini-
tially, the coach, AD and teacher 
was planning to go out quietly, but 
the community – and his own fam-
ily – insisted otherwise. 
 “It was just very special,” 
Dell’Aquila said. “There were a 
lot of decades there. Kids from the 
90s and the 2000s and up to now 
and I guess I don’t feel like I need 
to be validated because I know 
what I’ve done and I know how 
hard I’ve worked to try to make 
things better for kids, but when 
you have an event like that it really 
echoes to hear people say certain 
things or come up to you and say 
certain things.
 “It was a very good feeling.”
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FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registra�on form at campofootball.com

DATES: July 10 thru July 21 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $350 (T-shirt included)

Coach Vince Dell’Aquila gives advice to some of his baseball players. Photos Gint Federas

Dell’Aquila retires after 26 years at Miramonte 
By Karl Buscheck

Eighth-Graders star at Volleyball Nationals
Submitted by Lee Baldwin

Fighting through Northern Cali-
fornia’s qualifying season, La-

fayette and Moraga eighth-graders 
Brianna Lee, Erin Meade and Mol-
ly Mitchell helped guide their Nor-
Cal Volleyball club team to a spot 

in USA Volleyball’s Junior Nation-
als. The team is helmed by head 
coach Stacey O’Connor, alumna 
and stand-out volleyball player 
at St. Mary’s College.  The team, 
which has qualifi ed for nationals 

three years in a row, is looking for-
ward to the upcoming trip to Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, where they 
will play from June 25 to 28.

Back row, Stacey O’Connor (#12), Erin Meade (#14), Molly Mitchell (#18); front row: Brianna Lee (#10). 

 Photo Greg Lee

Sports Reporter 
Wanted
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a sports reporter to cover 

a variety of high school, college and club sports.

Required Qualifi cations:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Live or work 

in or near the Lamorinda area and have the ability to write 

professional, well-structured articles. Prior journalism 

experience desired, but not required. 

 

Compensation: 

Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing sample 

to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call

(925) 377-0977

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808
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reach 60,000+ with your ad
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Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

ConstructionHandyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  
Email to:  classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Music

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band.  Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

Drainage Systems

Drainage Systems, 
French Drains

925-930-8123.  CALic # 417323

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting
Hillsides, Free Estimates 

925-938-9836

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured. 
(925-285-0370) Don

Vickers Rain Gutter
Installation, repair, 

roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1984, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount...,free est...lic
677426. I do the work myself & take
pride in it.....Ken 925-687-8831

Rain gutter

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Lamorinda U16 Boys NorCal Premier 
League and State Cup Champions
Submitted by Michelle Maeder

Back row from left, Adrian Guzman, Nickol Geannacopulos, Dante Finley, Alejandro Cardenas, 

Jose Carra, Vicente Rodriguez, Chris Rogers, Martin Galvan, Saul Carapia, Alvin Sanchez, Montreux 

Maeder, Coach Billal Samy; front row from left, Christian Ramsey, Fernando Lara, Kellen Clancy, 

Gio Sponzilli, Erik Voss, Felix Luis, Vivek Lashkari, Victor Quintanilla, Amado Uyehara

The Lamorinda U16 boys team started 
2017 with a bang! With 11 games in to 

the new year they recorded an amazing 10-0-1 
record, outscoring their opponents 32-to-6.
 It was a huge month of May for these boys. 
They became champions not once but twice 
within a week: NPL1 Spring League Cham-
pions, and, NorCal State Cup State Division 
Champions.
 Led by Coach Billal Samy, these boys 
made Lamorinda Soccer Club history by not 
only becoming the fi rst boys’ team to reach 
the State Division Finals, but also the fi rst to 

win and become champions in a very tense, 
physical game against higher-ranked San Jose 
Earthquakes PDA. 
 It also must be noted that the U15 boys 
team, also coached by Billal Samy, became 
champions in their respective Spring season 
and State Cup tournament. Congratulations to 
both teams.
 Lamorinda SC wishes both teams the best 
of luck as they begin their summer tournament 
season.

Oakland Strokes Sibling Alumni 
Strike Gold at 2017 IRA 
Championships
Submitted by Steven Johnson

Erik Johnson, Lafayette, bow seat in Cornell’s Lightweight Mens 8+, second from right 

Photo Cornell Crew

Winning a National Champion-
ship is the ultimate goal of all 

collegiate athletes.  Winning two Na-
tional Championships during your col-
lege career is amazing.  Winning your 
second National Championship on the 
same day that your sibling also wins 
their second gold medal is really special.  
That special event happened for Oakland 
Strokes alumni Erik and Marie Johnson, of 
Lafayette at the 2017 IRA National Cham-
pionships June 4 at Lake Natoma in Gold 
River, California.
 Rowing as the bow seat for Cornell’s 
Lightweight Mens 8-plus, Erik and his team 
won their 8-plus Grand Final, capping off 
a undefeated season. This was the second 
time for Erik having won the same event at 
the 2015 IRAs, also capping another unde-
feated season.  For Marie, after being on the 
injured reserve list all year, rowing as the 

bow seat for Stanford’s Lightweight Wom-
ens 2X, she and her teammate won the 2X 
Grand Final. This was the second gold in as 
many years for Marie, as she and her boat-
mates won the Lightweight Womens 8-plus 
Grand Final at the 2016 IRAs.  
 For Erik as a graduating senior, it was a 
great way to fi nish off his collegiate rowing 
career.  For sophomore Marie it was a sweet 
way to cap off a challenging season with a 
win.  This was her fi rst race in a 2X, and she 
had talked her coach into entering her into 
the race only three weeks prior to the 2017 
IRAs.
 Prior to enrolling at Cornell, Erik 
rowed both Open and Lightweight events 
for Oakland Strokes. Before enrolling at 
Stanford, Marie also rowed both Open and 
Lightweight events for Strokes. Both Erik 
and Marie graduated from Miramonte High 
School in Orinda.  Go Strokes alumni!

Marie Johnson of 

Lafayette, bow seat in 

Stanford’s Lightweight 

Women’s 2X,( far right). 

Photo Stanford Lights

Miramonte Lacrosse member makes the 
UnderArmour All America West Region Team
Submitted by Jason DeWitt

Boo DeWitt, freshman at Miramonte High 
School, went to the UnderArmour All 

America West Region tryouts in Mission Vie-
jo on June 3, 2017 and was among two other 
Bay Area students selected to represent the 
West Region, which consists of none western 
states, and made fi rst team All League (DAL).  
She also started every game and had the most 
goals/assists/points in league history for a 
freshman player. Boo was also second in the 
State of California (Division 1) among fresh-
man in total points, goals, and assists.  
 2017: 46 goals, 22 assists, 68 total points.
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Submit stories to 
sportsdesk@

lamorindaweekly.com
 (we prefer to receive your original photo fi le, minimum 

size: 200 dpi  and 1200 pixels wide)

Huntington Beach wins the LMYA 4th 
grade gold volleyball championship
Submitted by Judy McNeil

From left, Lily McKinney, Dulci Vail, coach Nicki Cobain, Grace Gallacher, Natalie Hsia, Olivia 

DeBoy, Skylar Platto, Taylor Kaufman, assistant coach Robin Mathers, Abigail Tichenor, Lila 

Mathers, Stella Baceda        Photo provided

Lamorinda U11 Girls Navy 
Takes 2nd at The Creek Cup 
Submitted by JD Woods

Back row from left, coach Evan Sassano, Noe Johnson, Katie Lakin, Nadia Young, Maren Thorpe, Ol-

ivia Penney, Catherine Davis, Emma Knutson, and director of coaching Mohamed Mohamed; front 

row from left, Sophia Amanquah, Sadie Hansell, Demi Woods, Mylie Jaquet, Louisa Symkowick, 

Nicole Nguyen, and Madyson Yu.

Following a game one loss to the 
Stockton Storm, The LaMO girls tied 

the MVLA Lyonnais 3-3 to fi nish the day. 
On Sunday, the girls dominated the Dan-

ville Mustang, and then rattled off fi ve un-
answered goals to take second overall in a 
6-4 victory versus the host Walnut Creek 
Soccer Club (May 27-28).

Front (L-R) Audrey Flitter, Katie Weaver, Kaitlyn Golik, Gianna Bordi, 
Kiyah Watenmaker  Back (L-R) Coach Lance Hendrickson, Maddie 
Ingham, Sophie Hendrickon, Melina Nath, Bella Bundy, Antonia 
Lawrence, Marilyn Jia, Coach Justin Bundy 

Back (L-R) Aubrey Fitzsimmons, Marina Rago, Isola Foutch,  Umpire  
Mike Wilson, Ava McGlothlin, Makayla Erickson, Ingaborg Foutch, Jane 
Callister, Abigail Weiner, Kaeli Martinet. Front (L-R) Rachel Gottfried, 
Jake the Dog, Tessa Wilson, Erica Riegel 

12U All-Stars: Ashlyn C., Brianna R., Cassidy K., Charlotte A., Chase O., 
Chloe S., Ella J., Emmi C., Havana W., Ingaborg F., Isola F., Jane C.,   
Jordan C., Julia P., Kaeli M., Kalena K., Kate S. Keilly K., Kendall K., Kira J., 
Leah M., Makala E., Marina R., Marinna L. 

 
 

F t (L R) A d Flitt K ti W K itl G lik Gi B di

B k (L R) A b Fi i M i R I l F h U i

10U  
All-Stars 
 

Avery S. 
Bella B. 
Cailyn C. 
Campbell E. 
Charlotte F. 
Christina R. 
Clara D. 
Dulci V. 
Emma D. 
Eva M. 
Kate C. 
Kate W. 
Katelyn H. 
Lulu L. 
Macie R. 
Maddie I. 
Marina C. 
Melina N. 
Nola C 
Olivia W. 
Piper B. 
Riley W. 
Sienna H. 
Sophie H. 
Taylor M. 

   

O., 
C., 

a J., 

OIS Track and Field excels

Congratulations to the Orinda Intermedi-
ate School Track and Field team.The 

seventh-grade girls and the eighth-grade 
boys won the League Championships at 
Acalanes High School on June 2nd. The 

boys were led by Zion Mayo who won the 
100, 400, Long Jump and anchored the win-
ning 4x100 and 4x400 teams. The Girls were 
led by Ella Dulski and Kate Riley. This is the 
fi rst Track and Field championship for O.I.S.

Double Win for Moraga in Manteca
Submitted by Susan Linden

13U team back row from left, Dylan Wilkalis, Michael Coane, Jack Beaty, Max Rittmann, Jack 

Williams, Scott Linden; front row from left, Connor Fritch, Xavier Esquer, Luca Rago

Not pictured: Cade Bennett and coaches Don Cooper, Brody Cooper, Chris Rago.

Moraga Pony Mavericks’ 13U and 14U 
teams won in Manteca at the Ultimate 

Memorial Day Tournament. The 13U’s, led 

by coach Don Cooper, went a perfect 5-0 
and the 14U’s, led by coach Dave Manousos, 
went 4-1.

14U team from left, Dillan Thoms, Nicholas Meng, Drew Isola, Casey Linden, Sam McGo-

nigle, Justin Liang, coach Dave Manousos, Jack Daugherty, Max Weaver, JT Clark, coach Dan 

Wheeler, Sean Lee, Daniel Wheeler. Not pictured Graham Becker.
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Watch for Love
Lafayette June 28
Call for Advertising

925.377.0977

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

SHOP MORAGA

Pet Shoppe
Rheem Valley

Pet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.             Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

R

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Lip Wax w/
Brow Wax

* new clients only

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California 

Brake, Lamp &  
Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

OFFI
CIAL

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING
STATION

OFFI
CIAL

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation

• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

(925) 330-3999

RCFE LIC # 075601205 / 075601509

M E R Y L ’ S
S K I N C A R E

waxing, facials, etc.
910 Country Club Dr
Moraga, Ca 94556

(Behind Si Si Caffee)
925.212.2262

20% OFF
New Clients Only

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga. Located on 

Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

THE 
MORAGA 
BARBER SHOP

925-247-1101 • 1431 Moraga Way

Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7, 
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience

Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC
Specializing in complex tax

situations for individuals and
small businesses.

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

� celebrating �

45YEARS

Summer Horse Camps
Private Riding Site in Moraga

Complete Horsemanship 
Programs for Riders of All Levels

roughingit.com/horse   
925.283.3795

Exterior & Interior Painting
Deck Refinishing     Dry Rot Repair

We Painted 235 Homes in 2016
Best of Houzz Awards 2017 and 2016: 

Highest Client Satisfaction

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Local Moraga Resident
California Contractor License 456414

Fully insured

See our reviews on Yelp, Nextdoor, Houzz

Hair by Renee
Men & Women’s Hair Cut

Regularly $40
Spring Special $30*

Call to book now: 925-376-9661
910 Country Club Drive, Moraga

*New clients only
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on page D12

When Dan Mazaika comes 
on the scene he is oft en 
accompanied by smoke 

and fi re. Th ere is plenty of shiny red 
and chrome equipment too, but there 
may also be hot dogs, pork, chicken or 

tri-tip. 
 Mazaika is a Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District engineer, as well as a welder 
and cook. He combined the latt er tal-
ents to hand-craft  one industrial-sized 
barbecue smoker oven on wheels, a 

project Mazaika admits cost him three 
years in labor plus “blood, sweat, tears 
— and even a few beers.” 
 He says his barbecue is still very 
much a work in progress. Th e unit 
doesn’t have a name yet although it 

begs for one. From its heavy-duty 
four-wheeled trailer to its wood-burn-
ing fi re box to the oven scratch-built 
from a repurposed air tank and OS&Y 
sprinkler valve handles to its big-rig 
twin chrome smoke stacks, it is a mar-
velous sight to behold.  It is red and 
shiny enough to hold its own even 
amid commercial fi re trucks. 
 And hold its own it does — the 
unit handles 100 pounds of meat at a 
time. “I did a whole pig for Super Bowl 
one year,” Mazaika said. Although he 
brings the smoker to work for his crew 
and coworkers to enjoy, Mazaika says, 
“It is my personal barbecue and it is 
kept at my house.” 
 Th e smoker was featured at a re-
cent MOFD Open House in Orinda 
where Mazaika busily turned out 
barbecued hot dogs. Lunch proceeds 
were donated to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association. 
 “My father taught me to weld, and 
I thought I could build one of these 
cool barbecues,” Mazaika said. Aft er 
some research, he decided to build a 
smoker. “I did not have to make the 
barbecue as detailed as it is for it to 
be functional, but I wanted to give it 
some character,” he said. Th e red and 
chrome color scheme was almost a 
given considering his profession. 

       ... continued on page D4

Where there’s smoke there’s barbecue
By Cathy Dausman

Dan Mazaika's barbecue rig can hold its own against shiny red fi retrucks. Photos Cathy Dausman
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
19
4
7

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $920,000
 $800,000
 $950,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $3,000,000
 $1,490,000
 $2,025,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
3364 Bett y Lane, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1154 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 5-5-17; 
 Previous Sale: $37,000, 12-06-72
9 Burnt Oak Circle, $1,441,000, 4 Bdrms, 2250 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 5-2-17; 
 Previous Sale: $44,000, 01-27-71
659 Byrdee Way, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 2122 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-10-17; 
 Previous Sale: $850,000, 04-09-15
60 Carolyn Court, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 1191 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $760,000, 05-29-09
3451 Echo Springs Road, $1,362,000, 2 Bdrms, 2216 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt, 5-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,249,500, 07-26-06
919 Hawthorne Drive, $1,970,000, 3 Bdrms, 2692 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 5-10-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,285,000, 11-19-03
624 Huntleigh Drive, $1,273,500, 4 Bdrms, 2044 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 5-2-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 07-28-06
37 Jennifer Highlands Court, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 3538 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt,  
 5-2-17; Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 09-14-05
17 Kelly Ann Court, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1888 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $55,000, 04-12-78
3324 Las Huertas Road, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2384 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 5-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $660,000, 05-10-01
660 Los Palos Drive, $2,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 3388 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-12-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,775,000, 05-23-13
3924 Quail Ridge Road, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 3588 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 
 4-28-17;  Previous Sale: $1,575,000, 10-05-09
864 Revere Road, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2117 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 4-28-17; 
 Previous Sale: $880,000, 11-21-16
514 Silverado Drive, $1,335,000, 4 Bdrms, 2377 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-2-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 11-17-14  ... continued on page D9

925.254.1212 
TheBeaubelleGroup.com 

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 



925.818.8000
License #: 01130308

KURT PIPER

925.216.7583
License #: 01919680

SCOTT SANS

415.990.4929
License #: 01296053 

LESLIE PIPER

845.798.2077
License #: 01959571

DASHA SIENITSKY

925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

KurtPiperGroup.com

Exquisite European Manor

1982 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette
Home completed 2001 | Main house is 4000± sq. ft. | 4 Bedrooms and 4.5 Bathrooms | Guest house is 750+ sq. ft. | 1.12± acre lot 

3-car garage is 770± sq. ft. | James Clardy - Architect | John Buestad Construction | Engineered By The Buller Group 

Offered at $3,300,000
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 Mazaika also loved “the look of industrial stuff  from the ‘30s and ‘40s. I wanted 
it to look like an old boiler that might have come out of a factory 80 years ago,” he 
said. Th e trailer was a surplus gift . “It was going to be for my backyard” Mazaika said 
until his friend gave him the trailer. To date the barbecue on wheels has traveled as 
far north as Red Bluff . 
 Just how did Mazaika get bitt en by the barbecue bug? “A few years ago a 

barbecue competition show was popular on the Food Network and I enjoyed 
watching the teams compete with their cool homemade barbecues,” Mazaika said. 
He perfected his cooking skills by assisting Martinez Sportsmen’s Club’s Danny 
Pellegrini. Although he says he is not a hard-core competitor Mazaika has entered 
the King of the County barbecue contest in Martinez a couple times.
 Th e barbecue takes about an hour to reach 225 degrees, Mazaika’s preferred 
cooking temperature. “Th ere are thermometers on the cook box and I stoke the fi re 
about every 40 minutes,” he said. He even cooks for the employees at Bob’s Christ-
mas Tree Lot in Moraga. 
 “In December the lot gets busy, so for one day I come down and barbecue for 
them, so they can enjoy a hot lunch of tri-tip and ribs,” Mazaika said. 
 When he’s not cooking, Mazaika works out of Orinda’s Fire Station 45. 
He’s been with MOFD for 19 years; he spent the fi rst fi ve years as a reserve offi  -
cer. “I am a second-generation fi refi ghter in the department,” he said. “My father, 
Steve Mazaika, started as one of the original Moraga Volunteers Firefi ghters.” 
 Mazaika has no plans to cook for a living. “I get many off ers to be hired, but I 
just cook for friends and family. I don’t want this to become a side business (be-
cause) then it becomes more work than fun. I don’t want that. I built it to have fun." 

Understanding barbecue — and building them

If this article has left  you bitt en by the barbecue bug, fi rst bone up on the re-
gional defi nitions of slow-smoked meat. 
 Cooking styles diff er from city or region of origin, from Kansas City, Kansas, 
to Memphis, Tennessee, Lexington, Kentucky, North Carolina and Texas. Sauc-
es, marinades, dry rubs, choice of meat and the very wood itself (pellets or logs? 
Cherry, apple, pecan, alder, oak, hickory or mesquite?) all impart delicious but 
distinctive tastes to your entrée. 
 Th en fl ip over to the Kansas City Barbecue Society website (www.kcbs.us/
index.php) for in-depth information on the subject. Th is nonprofi t organization 
boasts over 20,000 members and sanctions more than 500 barbecue contests 
worldwide, including the upcoming Silicon Valley BBQ Championship at 
Santa Clara Central Park, June 23-24 (www.kcbs.us/event/6877/silicon-val-
ley-bbq-championship). 
 For those stoked to build their own smoker out of wood, metal, cinder 
block, brick clay pots, or cardboard, Lamorinda Weekly has smoked out a few…
ahem… choice websites to get you started:

• htt p://cooldiyideas.com/diy-meat-smokers/
• www.popularmechanics.com/home/food-drink/how-to/a778/3372796/
• htt p://amazingribs.com/links/build_your_own_bbq_smoker_grill.html
• www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Build-a-Smoker/
With summer just days away, if you really can’t wait, ready-made units abound: 
• www.thespruce.com/how-to-buy-a-food-smoker-331659
— Cathy Dausman

Where there’s smoke there’s barbecue
... continued from page D1



Office:  925-254-8585    ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

 

CALBRE# 00903367 

 20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill 

29 Tappan Lane,  Or inda  
A pr ivate,  t ranqui l  set t ing wi th in  the S leepy Hol low neighborhood  

prov iding panoramic v iews that  inc lude  
Mount  D iablo ,  the Berke ley Hi l l s  and the 8 th  Tee of  the OCC Gol f  Course  

4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms   | .1.89 Acres | Offered at $1,775,000 

I t  A l l  Begins  wi th  the Set t ing  



BERKELEY
510.542.2600

DANVILLE
925.838.9700

LAFAYETTE
925.283.7866

MONTCLAIR/OAKLAND
510.339.4000

Spectacular Custom Estate
99Tappan.com
99 Tappan Lane | $2,777,000
5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms
Lauren Holloway | 925.285.1728
Web Id: 2YFVQ6, CalBRE #01393592

Situated on a fabulous lot in the 
Sleepy Hollow neighborhood. The 
panoramic views extend from the 
peaks of Mt. Diablo in the east all 
the way to Mt. Tamalpais in the 
west.

Exclusive Upper
Happy Valley Lot
00 Los Arabis | $999,000
1.54 Acres
Shiva Jafarzadeh | 925.876.2290
Web Id: HLF57S, CalBRE #01507290

Rustic surroundings with the feel 
of seclusion, yet Lafayette Parks, 
reservoirs and growing downtown 
are just minutes away. Award 
winning Lafayette schools. Quick 
acess to BART, SF. 

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT
LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Nancy Stryker
925.890.6911
nancystryker@gmail.com

The Beaubelle Group
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay

www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CalBRE # 01290021

Nancy Stryker a few of my recent sales….

Represented  Buyer
Offered for $3,295,000

424 Donald Dr. Moraga

Represented  Seller
Offered for $1,595,000

204 Moraga Rd. Moraga

Represented  Buyer
Offered for $1,325,000

1103 Country Club Dr. Moraga

Represented  Buyer
Offered for $1,800,000

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

3834 Palo Alto Dr.  Lafayette



MARY ROBBINS, Partner
(925) 963-8294

Mary@MaryRobbins.com
www.MaryRobbins.com

Mary Robbins 

MARY ROBBINS, Partner
(925) 963-8294

Mary@MaryRobbins.com
www.MaryRobbins.com

Mary Robbins 

Peaceful Serenity in Orinda

11CrestviewCourt.com $2,579,000

Stunning Mediterranean Villa with breathtaking Panoramic 
views of the Orinda hills from most every room.

4 bedrooms, 
3 full baths + 
2 half baths plus 
a bonus/rec room 
+ separate movie 
theater
1 ac. Site (approx.)
Open fl oor plan
Built in 2008

The rare and perfect jewel you’ve been waiting for…. beautiful and 
charming all at once! This fabulous 3BD/2.5BA 2,159+/-sq. ft. home 
enjoys unparalleled attention to detail with high-end fi nishes throughout.

• Gourmet kitchen with 2 dishwashers, DCS 6-burner gas range with 
oversized oven, Shaw sink, American Range French door oven, 
wine & beverage refrigerated drawers

• Deluxe master bathroom with heated fl oors and steam shower
• Fabulously charming laundry room with 100 year old Sonoma 

farmhouse sink and marble countertops
• Delightful backyard, great patio, ozone hot tub, fl at grass area, 

garden beds and more

3106SandalwoodCourt.com      |      Offered at $1,525,000

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
  
 

www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Burton Valley Beauty
3106 Sandalwood Court, Lafayette  
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925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Offered at $1,695,000 | 69sleepyhollowlane.com

69 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda
Beautifully remodeled 4 bedroom 3 bathroom single-level home in Sleepy 
Hollow. The open floor plan has a great room with vaulted ceilings and 
hardwood floors and a gourmet kitchen with quartz counter tops and 
stainless steel appliances. The level yard includes a trellis-covered blue 
stone patio, a deck, a large lawn area and a private patio off the master 
suite. Enjoy serene views of the hills from the upper yard area. Minutes to 
Sleepy Hollow Elementary School (check for availability).

Drainage Systems

925-944-5263
drainagepros.com

A+ rated

• Standing Water Problems 
Eliminated

• Sump Pump Service, Repairs 
& Replacement

• Drainage Inspections & Reports
• Retaining Walls
• Grading

Lic. #
512288

LAFAYETT E ... continued
3156 Somerset Place, $1,440,000, 3 Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 5-8-17
1757 Springbrook Road, $1,595,000, 4 Bdrms, 2596 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-10-17
3332 Stage Coach Drive, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 3127 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 
 5-10-17; Previous Sale: $1,695,000, 10-16-13
931 Stow Lane, $2,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 3015 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-5-17; 
 Previous Sale: $825,000, 11-19-98
4043 Valente Court, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2074 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 4-28-17
MORA GA
133 Danefi eld Place, $1,490,000, 4 Bdrms, 2320 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 5-11-17; 
 Previous Sale: $167,500, 09-19-78
101 Hodges Drive, $1,019,000, 4 Bdrms, 1978 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-9-17
5 Josefa Place, $800,000, 2 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 5-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $332,000, 11-02-99
3983 Paseo Grande, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1745 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 4-28-17; 
 Previous Sale: $680,000, 07-13-11
ORINDA
17 Broadview Terrace, $1,607,500, 4 Bdrms, 1620 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-28-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 05-15-09
32 Coachwood Terrace, $1,661,500, 3 Bdrms, 3291 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 5-5-17
4400 El Nido Ranch Road, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2933 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 4-28-17
26 Loma Vista Drive, $1,133,000, 5 Bdrms, 2431 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 4-28-17; 
 Previous Sale: $913,000, 09-21-06
41 Longridge Road, $1,232,000, 3 Bdrms, 2022 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 4-28-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 09-29-05
91 Muth Drive, $2,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 2241 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 5-5-17; 
 Previous Sale: $985,000, 07-20-16
129 Spring Road, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1252 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-5-17; 
 Previous Sale: $633,000, 09-09-11
38 Whitehall Drive, $1,455,000, 3 Bdrms, 2077 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 5-11-17

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from page D2

Neil Morse
C: 530-448-1944
neilcmorse@gmail.com
CalBRE CA #0127947, NV #0170054

Contact Neil Morse to help you 
with Tahoe property.

View properties at:    www.tahoeproperties.com

Your connection to Tahoe



PACIFIC UNION REAL ESTATE
WELCOMES

STEPHANIE B. CATRON

With over 20 years of experience in 
redesigning, renovating and staging 
homes for market, Stephanie is uniquely 
qualified to advise in both the buying 
and selling process. She and her family 
moved from San Francisco to Oakland 
before finally settling in the Lamorinda 
area over 14 years ago. Stephanie’s 
strong communication skills and 
professional eye for design enable 
her to help both buyers and sellers 
maximize the potential of their home.

Pacific Union Real Estate is the Bay 
Area’s leading luxury real estate 
company with over 35 years of 
experience and 25 offices in 9 counties 
including Orinda, Lafayette, Danville, 
Alameda, Berkeley, and Montclair. 

Stephanie B. Catron
Realtor® 
510.772.2586
stephanie.catron@pacunion.com
License #: 02008386 

51 Moraga Way, Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563
925.258.0090

pacificunion.com 

Extraordinary People
Local Expertise

Lynn Molloy
presents:

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of 

Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Fabulous single-level rancher 

Completely remodeled, light-filled, stylish and contemporary single-story four-

bedroom, two-bath home on .41 acres in desirable Orinda neighborhood with

inviting Bluestone tile front porch, open floor plan, vaulted ceilings, crown

moldings, multiple skylights, hardwood floors, recessed lights,  Andersen French

door, dual pane windows,  plantation shutters,  gourmet eat-in kitchen

upgraded with Carrara marble counters,  stainless Dacor,  Viking and Bosch

appliances, updated bathrooms with granite and stylish fixtures, office space

with private entry,  two-car garage and amazing backyard with sprawling patio,

deck, lawns,  gentle hillside dotted with fruit and shade trees and wonderful

space to further customize.  Walking distance to top-rated K-12 schools with

easy access to Orinda Village,  BART,  freeways, outdoor recreation areas and

parks and about 20 miles to San Francisco.

Call for more details

The Beaubelle Group
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay

CalBRE # 01910108

6 Eastwood Dr. Orinda 

Lynn Molloy
925.818.7620
www.lynnmolloy-realestate.com
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Feng Shui

Trends for on point design
By Michele Duffy

My work focuses on drawing upon the ancient wisdom of Feng Shui, and 
applying design principles in a way that supports modern, busy 21st 
century lives, so trendy isn’t normally a word I would include in many 

consultations, but it’s important to be au courant and fresh, that in itself is great 
Feng Shui.
 So what are some trends we can all take advantage of that strengthen, versus 
weaken, the Feng Shui of our homes?
 First, color is the biggest splash of trendsett ing and what we paint in our inte-
riors should, ideally, strengthen the overall Feng Shui of our spaces, create the right 
mood and form a nice backdrop for living our lives. 
 Th ere is more to a color consultation than simply picking colors and color can 
be downright daunting to many people. Choosing a “fl ow” color will help you neu-
tralize most of the common areas and it’s also wise to choose colors that are friends 
and work well together. Remember to apply colors that will support and strengthen 
the Five Elements of the Bagua, as you overlay the Bagua over the rooms you paint 
in your home.   

 Th ere are many new and old favorite colors that I love and share in the Ben-
jamin Moore palett e, but the real trend I’m all juiced up over is a locally based, 
eco-friendly, paint pigment line called Drikolor. Th e fabulous pigment is added 
carefully to a Drikolor gallon of paint, and voila, you have a cutt ing-edge, environ-
mentally friendly, one-of-a-kind color that will surely set your space apart.  
   Another en pointe trend is to use eco-friendly natural design elements that 
represent one of the Five Elements.
 Th e fl ooring our feet touch, the bedding we sleep in, the chairs or sofas we 
sit on, the dining table where we eat, are increasingly made of sustainable materials 
that blend to create a subtle subliminal of “nature inspired, energy-rich” wellness.                
 Utilizing reclaimed or repurposed raw and sustainable materials such as vin-
tage wood, sea glass, corrugated metals, cork, and abundantly available bamboo can 
strengthen the Five Elements and ultimately the Feng Shui of your space.  
  Applying the Five Elements in your own home can be an adventurous and 
fun exercise. Th e Water Element can easily be represented by black wavy sculptures 
or a soothing table-top fountain in the foyer; purple orchids activate the Wood El-
ement; a soy candle ignites the Fire Element; a crystal or ceramic bowl of crystals, 
shells and rocks grounds the Earth element; and the Metal Element activates eff ort-
lessly with a harmonious metal chime. 
 Each home, each room, has an individual energetic signature, so each project 
needs the trained eye of a Feng Shui expert to see the big picture as well as the small 
details, to tie all of the elements together and enhance the overall Feng Shui. Your 
home should be vital, vibrant, serene and abundant.
 ... continued on next page
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Thanks for helping!

We want to bring you local news, 
interesting stories and local advertising.
Please patronize and keep on telling 
our advertisers to support this paper. 
Encourage others to give it a try.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977
www.lamorindaweekly.com

“We are getting solid response from the ad and it's 
supporting our other eff orts.  Th ank you!”

Denise, Mark Bellingham Painting

“Th anks so very much for your help in making our 
Shakespeare Summer Conservatories a big hit!”

Janet Magleby, Cal Shakes, 
Director of Marketing & Communications

 For the trend-within-a-trend, even “DIY projects” are more frequently inclu-
sive of a professional Feng Shui analysis so the design budget dollars are spent wise-
ly, save time, save elbow grease and other precious resources in our busy lives. Se-
lecting from the beginning ideal Feng Shui items that are workable, budget-friendly, 
readily available and powerfully placed puts you in the happy “commanding posi-
tion” for any of your home remodeling projects. 
           Of course, trends don’t always fi t our lifestyle, tastes or mindsets. One that I like 
to buck is always changing every last detail to fi t the season. Yes to lighter-weight 
blankets and throws but keeping some of the yin winter blue pillows maintains just 
enough coolness to balance the strong yang Fire Element of the coming summer 
months.
           Most importantly, experiment and have fun. Remember, if it feels good to 
you, most likely you are probably on the right track towards wonderful Feng Shui.

Michele Duff y, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999, 
enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, 

as well as hiking in nature, cooking, 
and spending time with her family; 
Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master, 
International Feng Shui Guild 
(IFSG) Red Ribbon Professional.  
To schedule a professional 2017 Feng 
Shui Consultation, contact Michele 
at (520) 647-4887 or send an email 
to spaceharmony@gmail.com.
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Digging Deep     

11 Tips for uprooting and transplanting gardens 
By Cynthia Brian
“What you plant now, you will harvest later.” — Og Mandino

It’s the time of year when kids are excitedly looking to-
wards the play-fi lled days of summer while parents are 
wondering how they will juggle all of their children’s ac-

tivities — swim meets, fairs, camps, baseball tournaments, 
concerts and, possibly, a move. During the summer, many 
people are uprooted and transplanted to another location. 
Sometimes the disruption is just across town and some-
times it is across the country or across the globe. It’s chal-
lenging and oft en a shock to our systems gett ing sett led, 
making friends and building a new garden.

 When plants, trees, and shrubs are moved, they also 
go through an instance of distress. It doesn’t matt er if they 
are being moved from one part of the garden to another 
or across the continent to a new home, as directors of our 
landscapes, we have a responsibility to give the transplants 
a good foundation for their new environs. Spring, early 
summer and late fall are traditionally optimal times for this 
transition, Follow the suggestions below for a successful up-
rooting and transplanting experience. 
         ... continued on next page

Th e shiny green leaves of the purple trumpet vine mix perfectly with the deep purple fl owers of the potato vine. Photos Cynthia Brian

Deep red blooms of the Queen Elizabeth Rose decorate a patio. 

Asiatic Lilies increase in blooms annually.
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Privet is a fast growing shrub that is used for borders, privacy screens, and in formal gardens.

Transplanting Tips:
 When we transplant seedlings, trees, shrubs, or other plants, 
they experience shock. To diminish the negative eff ects of being 
moved, these easy steps will help provide strength and adjustment to 
the new environment.

1. Prevent shock eff ectively by gently uprooting. Dig up as many 
of the roots as possible and don’t shake the dirt off . Refrain 
from cutt ing roots, unless a plant has been root bound. 

2. To strengthen the plant, cut it back about a third and make sure 
to remove any fl owers, dead leaves or dying limbs. Th is will 
help the plant regenerate more quickly without exerting extra 
energy. Don’t over prune or you’ll worsen the eff ects of shock. 

3. Provide clean, nutrient-rich soil for the transplants. Buy bags of 
topsoil or pott ing soil, depending on where you are transplant-
ing. 

4. Before transplanting, boil eight cups of water with eight table-
spoons of sugar. Stir and allow cooling to room temperature. 
Before putt ing the roots in the new soil, pour two cups of this 
liquid on the transplant. Save two cups for each plant aft er the 
transplant. Th is recipe is good for two plants. Increase recipe to 
make as much as needed.

5. Dig a large enough hole for the transplant as a major cause of 
shock is placing a plant in too small of a hole and not providing 
enough water. 

6. Aft er planting in your new location or container, pour the re-
maining two cups of sugar water on the plant. 

7. Water the transplant thoroughly. Th is helps the roots sett le into 
the new soil.

8. Monitor water on a regular basis. Proper watering is essential 
for rapid recovery. 

9. Wilted, shriveled, scorched, rolled, curled, or yellow leaves are 
indicators of shock. An immune system booster for transplants 
is to treat with aspirin water. Smash two or three aspirins in a 
gallon of water. Trickle water on your plants to increase plant 
health.
Add three to four inches of organic mulch around the plants to 
reduce symptoms. Mulch will insulate the plant, maintaining a 
consistent temperature while prevent erosion. 

10. Continue to water deeply yet be diligent not to drown the 
roots.

11. Give the plants time to recover and sett le into their new home. 
Have patience. It’s shocking to be uprooted!

         ... continued on page D14
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- WATER deeply and less frequently. As summer approaches 
our gardens will be thirstier. By watering deeply, you encourage 
strong roots. If you want to use a hose and sprinkler, buy a water 
timer that can be att ached to a hose bib. Price is only about $23-
$30 and will save you time, money and waste. 

- GROW roses on your patio or deck in containers where you 
have plenty of sunlight. Use high quality soil and tree rose of 
your choosing for blooms and beauty all season long. Cover a 
mailbox with a climbing rose to increase your curb appeal. 

- SNIP the tops off  mint to enjoy in multiple refreshing uses in-
cluding salads and mojitos.

- SPREAD the seeds of Love in a Mist aft er they have fi nished 
blooming. Th e seed pods can be crushed and shaken in areas 
where you want more fl owers next year.

- PRIVACY screens are all the rage in neighborhoods. Prune 
privets to a height and width you want for a quick green fence 
or plant clumping bamboo. (Th is bamboo does not get out of 
control or tear up your concrete)

- GIVE the gift  of living plant to your graduate. With care, a plant 
will be a constant reminder of your ongoing love.

- CELEBRA TE Dad on Father’s Day. A well-made tool or herbs 
for his barbecue marinades could be right up his alley. 

- WATCH for mosquito larvae in birdbaths and other still water. 
Empty water from all containers or add animal safe Dunks.

- WIN $50,000 for your Garden:  As a judge in America’s Best 
Gardener Contest, I encourage you to enter your best garden 
photo. Th e top prize is $50,000. Wish I could enter! www.amer-
icasbestgardener.com

- Harvest what’s ripe and ready:
• Mulberries (you may have to batt le the birds)
• Cherries (Ditt o to above)
• Wild Plums
• Nectarines,
• Kale
• Mints

Enjoy our fi nal days of spring. Summer sun and fun is quickly ap-
proaching. Congratulations to all of our graduates and a very Happy 
Father’s Day to all the great daddies. Kudos to you all.

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-month Gardening Guide

Th e lacy blue, white, or pink fl orets of Love in a Mist are great as garden fi llers. Photos Cynthia Brian

Adding a cascading pink Bonica rose over a mailbox increases curb appeal. 
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Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains

Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts • Jewelry

Landscape Consultation

Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess Gardener, is a 
New York Times best selling author, actor, radio 
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as 
well as the Founder and Executive Director of 
Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.com
Her new book, Growing with the Goddess 
Gardener will be available soon!
Hire Cynthia for your next project, 
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

Cynthia Brian loves gardening in June.

Acanthus spinosus is the inspiration for the popular architectural and decora-
tive ornamentation motif originally introduced by the Greeks. 

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53
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51 Valencia Road  
Magical home & setting w/stylish 
updates, spacious fl oor-plan & wonderful 
in/out living. Wood fl oors, updated 
kitchen & baths, walls of glass & 
numerous upgrades. Convenient to town, 
schools, BART.              

2 Valley View Drive   Iconic 
Orinda landmark home on prime .6 acre 
with wonderful grounds. Exquisitely 
remodeled throughout, chef’s kitchen, 
huge family room, gorgeous master 
suite, 3 renovated baths + bonus room.

102 Brookline Street
Modern elegance, vaulted ceilings, 
custom fi nishes & abundant light are 
some of the wonderful features of this 
detached 3 bedroom, 2 bath, apx. 2098 
sq. ft. renovated Moraga Country Club 
home.         

1781 Indian Wells Way  Great 
updated Black Diamond end unit 
townhome on fabulous corner lot. 3 beds, 
2.5 baths in apx. 1749 sq. ft. on a .12 
acre lot. Vaulted ceilings, lovely kitchen 
with granite counters.

411 Camino Sobrante  
One of Orinda’s most charming & 
distinctive homes set on Premier parcel 
at El Sueno corner lot. Incredible “Old 
World” charm in every rm. Easy access 
to patios, yards for entertaining, family 
fun.              

10 Winding Lane  
A tasteful estate situated up a winding 
lane of 8.6 acres. 3 main structures of 
apx. 23,422 sq.ft. with Main Residence, 
Carriage House &Sports Complex. 
Handcrafted features well beyond the 
norm.

1600 Reliez Valley Road   
Custom home with top of the line 
everything! 3298 sqft, 4 bdrm, 3 bath 
on private .68 acre. Separate 1180 sqft 
permitted studio/ offi ce that City & 
County have approved as accessory 
dwelling unit.

36 Donegal Way   Updates 
throughout in this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
townhome. Highlights include updated 
eat-in kitchen, new fl oors, new carpet, 
fresh paint.

29 Tappan Lane    
A rare fi nd! Very special mid-century 
custom built 1 level home on gorgeous 
1.89 acre estate knoll setting. Views 
across Sleepy Hollow. Total tranquility. 
Beyond beautiful long estate lane. 
              

891 Augusta Drive
Moraga Country Club expanded Plan 
3. Remodeled kitchen, updated baths, 2 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, offi ce and spacious 
bonus may be used as third bedroom.

115 Bando Court
Spacious 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath 
home, new kitchen, updated baths, 
hardwood fl oors, sparkling pool on 
cul-de-sac.            

1121 Studebaker Road    
Live in the heart of Walnut Creek’s 
charming Saranap neighborhood. Apx. 
1922 sq. ft. home with 4 bedrooms, 2 
baths and offi ce. Expansive yard with 
pool. Great commute location with 
Lafayette schools.

10 Albo Court  Pristine single-story 
home featuring classic farmhouse charm 
& character mixed with exceptional 
modern-day materials & outstanding 
design. Completely remodeled kitchen. 
Level lot, secluded pastoral setting. 
              

572 Dalewood Drive
Stunning executive 5bd/4.5ba, apx. 5211 
sq. ft. home in Orinda Downs. High ceil-
ings & hrdwd fl rs; large family room & 
rec/game room opens to deck w/outdoor 
kitchen & gazebo w/views.             

1038 Leland Drive    
Sweet move in ready 3bd/2ba, apx. 1,228 
sq.ft. home w/ hardwood fl oors, fi replace, 
dual pane windows, A/C & level fenced 
yard. Private .31 acre lot with level lawn 
& room to garden. Top schools!

1901 Meredith Court  Beautiful 
Rancher on quiet cul-de-sac. Pride of 
ownership abounds. Fully remodeled 3 
bedroom, 3 bath with Bonus Detached 
Offi ce/ Studio. Fruit trees and garden 
beds. Backs to Open Space.
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore

Joan Eggers 
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Charles Levine
Erin Martin

April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff  Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle

Clark Th ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

$1,398,000

$1,795,000

$1,165,000

$630,000

$1,699,000

$16,500,000

$1,845,000

$550,000

$1,775,000

$1,050,000

$1,750,000

$959,500

$1,595,000

$2,295,000

$925,000

$619,000
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