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Should you remodel before selling your home?
MIDRANGE
PROJECT TYPE

JOB
COST

RESALE
VALUE

COST
RECOUPED

Bathroom Remodel
Minor Kitchen Remodel

$24,022
$26,422

$26,419
$39,000

110.0%
147.6%

Contact Frank for a full report of cost vs. value for a wide range
of projects. I can advise you on which projects provide the
greatest return on your investment.

Integrity

Knowledge

Results

Frank Woodward

Farshid Ramani
Owner

CalBRE#01335916

Realtor®, Global Luxury Specialist

Lic.#853620

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

With 20 years experience, serving the greater Bay Area, now conveniently
located in down town Lafayette ready to serve all your flooring needs.

2561 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 691-9000
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Orinda Planning Commission supports Short Term Rental restrictions
By Samuel Ganten
rinda has a long history
voicing strong opinions
about housing development and
increased density, with one of
those issues being short-term
rentals (STRs).
As part of a continuing discussion on development in the
Lamorinda area, the Orinda Planning Commission recently voted
unanimously on a resolution to
support restricting short-term
rentals, agreeing to a cap of 100
STRs in Orinda.
Orinda’s sales tax consultant,
Muni Services, looked at AirBnB
as well as other listing sites and
estimated there are approximately 37 active short-term rental listings in the city, according to the
staff report presented to the commission.
The changes to the ordinance
would require short-term rental
owners to register with the city,
confirm the city’s transient occupancy tax applies to STRs, and
emphasize that STRs must comply with various city rules designed to avoid nuisance issues
such as overcrowding, excessive

O

noise, and illegal parking.
To address concerns of events
being held at STRs, the ordinance would also cut the maximum occupancy from 30 persons
to two per bedroom, plus five,
with a three-bedroom home able
to house 11 people.
Beyond this, the amendment
to the Orinda zoning code would
limit the amount of STRs to a
maximum of one for each single
property.
As part of the vote, Vice Chair
Brandyn Iverson and Chair Willy
Mautner expressed a desire for a
three-strikes penalty for violators
and a further reduction of maximum occupancy to two per bedroom plus three, resulting in the
same three-bedroom home able
to accommodate nine people.
During the public hearing
portion of the June 27 meeting,
residents expressed support for
the restrictions, citing issues
with traffic and congestion they
perceived with the short-term
rental units. In several cases, the
speakers advocated for either a
total ban on STRs or a shift to

case-by-case consideration, similar to Lafayette, which requires
Land Use Permit approval for
short-term rentals. Lafayette’s
land use permit application fee is
between $2,250 and $5,700. No
recent short-term rental land use
permit requests have been submitted, the staff report noted.
One speaker during the public comment portion stated that
despite the occupancy being cut
significantly, the amount of cars
on the streets would still be intolerably high, leading to traffic
and parking issues, while another
resident commented that there
should be no regulation on STRs
due to the valuable services it
encourages, such as immigration
to Orinda and tangible economic benefits to renters and other
members of the community.
The commission expressed
its appreciation for residents’ desire to reduce stress on the roads
yet simultaneously encouraged a
middle ground between owners
of STRs and the concerned residents.
Commissioners Joe McGrath

and Mautner, with the rest of the
committee, moved for the approval of the amendment to cut
the maximum occupancy from
its current proposed level with
consideration of these issues.
Despite support for the resolution, Planning Commissioner
Louis Adamson agreed with one
speaker’s expressed concern over

the lack of an enforcement mechanism for the resolution. However, the commission as well as
staff said that enforcement of the
ordinance was not a concern.
The Planning Commission
forwarded its recommendation to
the Orinda City Council for future discussion and a vote.

$800 / 342ft2 - MORAGA Office Space - Suite C

Premium office space available in Moraga across from
Rheem Shopping Center and restaurants. Building faces
scenic Moraga Road. Beautifully landscaped, grounds
maintenance included. Available July 1, 2017.
Suite C,
342 square feet
$800 per month
rent +
CAM fees
of $150 per month

CALL Linda at
(510) 727-1800 x318 or Email LindaP@5Aspace.com

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

21 MERRILL CIRCLE | MORAGA
$3,050,000
5 BR | 4.5 BA | 5447 Sq. Ft.
The Beaubelle Group | CalBRE#00678426

42 SOTELO AVENUE | PIEDMONT
$2,799,000
3 BR | 3.5 BA | 3603 Sq. Ft.
Ali & Jerilyn Babington | CalBRE#01984317

16 VALLEY VIEW LANE | ORINDA
$2,575,000
5 BR | 3 BA | 4453 Sq. Ft.
Laura Abrams | CalBRE#01272382

15 MERRILL DR | MORAGA
$2,395,000
5 BR | 4.5 BA | 4525 Sq. Ft.
Elena Hood | CalBRE#01221247

94 SANDERS RANCH RD | MORAGA
$2,375,000
5 BR | 3.5 BA | 4652 Sq. Ft.
Elena Hood | CalBRE#01221247

97 OAK RD | ORINDA
$1,698,000
4 BR | 3.5 BA | 2846 Sq. Ft.
Vlatka Bathgate | CalBRE#01390784

34 SANDERS RANCH RD | MORAGA
$1,514,000
4 BR | 2.5 BA | 2680 Sq. Ft.
Cookie Javinsky | CalBRE#00598341

473 THARP DRIVE | MORAGA
$1,425,000
4 BR | 3 BA | 2759 Sq. Ft.
Lynn Molloy | CalBRE#01910108

633 MICHAEL LN | LAFAYETTE
$1,188,000
3 BR | 2.5 BA | 2295 Sq. Ft.
Chad Morrison | CalBRE#01905614

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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