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Growing their backyard garden
By Cathy Dausman

S

haron Metcalf ’s “little babies” are consigned to her
backyard, and although
recent nights have been frosty,
her “babies” are staying nice and
warm. Their nursery is a greenhouse shed on a raised platform
on a Moraga hillside.
When Lamorinda Weekly visited, the vista of rolling green hills included a dusting of snow visible on
Mt. Diablo’s slopes, but full sun and
a southeastern exposure ensured the
temperature inside the greenhouse
was noticeably warmer than ambient midday air temperature.
The view looking out was
crystal clear. “I only wipe the panels maybe once a year on the inside,” Metcalf said.
Metcalf is a self-taught gardener, who started as a child, following in her father’s footsteps.
“My Dad would love this,” she
said, gazing fondly at tomato starts
of San Marzano, Roma, sun gold
and Black Krim plus peppers,
herbs and flowers including marigolds and her favorite – hollyhock
– all poking their seedling heads
out of potting soil for the requisite
60- to 90-day incubation period.
Sharon Metcalf holds a tray of her Sun Gold tomato plants grown in her greenhouse from seeds. While Mt. Diablo in the background was snow covered, the
... continued on page D4
plants survived the recent cold snap just fine.
Photo Andy Scheck
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VLATKA BATHGATE
IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
City
Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE
9
$450,000
MORAGA
3
$515,000
ORINDA
9
$300,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT:
$4,200,000
$1,395,000
$4,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

COMING SOON

Best View of the Lake Cascade in the heart of Orinda Country Club!
Offered at $2,320,000
Call for more information

SALE PENDING
69 Barbara Rd, Orinda

Mid-Century Modern!
Offered at $1,238,000
Representing Seller
JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

1980/1982 Oak Grove Rd,
Walnut Creek

2121 Risdon Rd, Concord

Single level duplex close to shops Charming home on the border
Represented Seller and Buyer
with Walnut Represented Seller

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM
©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

LAFAYETTE
3669 Boyer Circle, $450,000, 3 Bdrms, 2309 SqFt, 1926 YrBlt, 2-6-18;
Previous Sale: $970,000, 10-04-17
3235 Camino Diablo, $850,000, 2 Bdrms, 1236 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 2-5-18;
Previous Sale: $160,000, 11-24-15
1825 Del Rio Drive, $940,000, 5 Bdrms, 2123 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 2-2-18;
Previous Sale: $829,000, 10-28-05
1020 Dyer Drive, $1,214,000, 3 Bdrms, 1609 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 2-7-18;
Previous Sale: $895,000, 05-04-17
1168 Glen Road, $2,165,000, 3 Bdrms, 2627 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 2-9-18;
Previous Sale: $1,887,500, 04-17-17
172 Haslemere Court, $875,000, 3 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 2-5-18;
Previous Sale: $875,000, 02-01-18
4125 Los Arabis Drive, $4,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3934 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 2-2-18;
Previous Sale: $1,630,000, 05-01-02
961 Oak View Circle, $1,000,000, 2 Bdrms, 1113 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 2-5-18;
Previous Sale: $610,000, 03-24-14
12 Shreve Lane, $573,500, 4 Bdrms, 1962 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 2-12-18
MORAGA
124 Ascot Court #B, $515,000, 2 Bdrms, 1233 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 2-6-18;
Previous Sale: $435,000, 02-26-15
1941 Ascot Drive, $780,000, 2 Bdrms, 1379 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 2-9-18;
Previous Sale: $395,000, 02-13-02
503 Augusta Drive, $1,395,000, 4 Bdrms, 3713 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 2-8-18;
Previous Sale: $1,395,000, 11-08-17
ORINDA
25 Bigleaf Road, $650,000, 2-6-18
160 Camino Don Miguel, $4,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 5851 SqFt, 1929 YrBlt, 2-7-18
162 Camino Don Miguel, $4,000,000, 1 Bdrms, 627 SqFt, 1929 YrBlt, 2-7-18
84 Davis Road, $1,261,500, 2 Bdrms, 1841 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 1-30-18;
Previous Sale: $195,000, 07-29-85
7 Easton Court, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 1624 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 1-30-18
515 Miner Road, $3,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 5818 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 2-9-18
643 Moraga Way, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1601 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 1-30-18;
Previous Sale: $820,000, 09-20-05
113 Rheem Boulevard, $1,583,000, 4 Bdrms, 2634 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 2-9-18;
Previous Sale: $260,000, 02-23-90
7 Via Farallon, $300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3130 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 2-5-18

15 OÙ®Ä V®ó RÊ

CUSTOM-BUILT HOME OF EXCEPTIONAL APPEAL| 4 BEDS | 4 FULL BATHS + 2 HALF BATHS| 4649 SQ. FT. | .67 ACRE | $3,750,000

150 L EÝÖ®Ù½

20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill

CREATIVE STYLE AND INSPIRED MINIMALIST DESIGN | 4 BEDS + OFFICE | 4.5 BATHS | 3257 SQ. FT. | .43 ACRE | $2,349,000

also

COMING SOON!
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CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com
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Growing their backyard garden
... continued from page D1

Space for the garden after the pool was removed.

The greenhouse is modest – an aluminum frame and
polycarbonate window affair. They purchased the 6-foot
by 8-foot shed from a big box store 10 years ago and assembled it on site.
“It was a day project,” said husband, Mike Metcalf,
former Moraga mayor and council member, before explaining that the wooden deck supporting the greenhouse
was a separate project.
“When this (shed) falls apart we’re going to make a
real one out of wood,” Sharon Metcalf promised.
There is no thermometer to measure the temperature
difference, but direct sun has been warm enough to warrant opening the greenhouse vent and necessitate the installation of mesh screens on the roof to filter the sunlight.
Mother nature will provide some shade once the nearby
apple tree blossoms.
A greenhouse does more than simply extend the
planting season. Even in the relative mildness of a Mediterranean climate a greenhouse provides protection
against temperature swings, blustery wind and damaging
rain; it also limits exposure to critters and insects. A greenhouse allows plants to be grown year-round.
The Metcalf backyard was not originally sunny. When
the couple bought the house in 1985 their lot contained
six large pine trees that obscured the view and cut down
on sunlight. Their slopes held plenty of juniper too. The
pines and juniper were removed earlier and “last summer
we pulled the (backyard) pool,” Mike Metcalf said, adding
“I’m glad it’s gone now.”

Photo provided

The pool was an above ground model nestled into the
yard and surrounded by decking; Sharon Metcalf insisted
the deck be left in place when they developed their new
30-foot by 15-foot garden plot. She had Mike build stairs
into each end of the oval garden. He grumbled about that
project, Sharon says, but Mike Metcalf said the hardest
part was installing the plumbing.
The area has two cedar plank raised garden beds on
a watering system. As prefab kits ordered online, their installation was a snap. “There’s not a nail in the place,” Mike
Metcalf said, pointing to the slotted metal corner posts.
“It’s all screwed.”
The result is a sunny, bark dust and stepping stone
enclave four feet below deck level, which offers full sun
exposure and plenty of wind protection. Latticed wood
outlines the oval garden. A fabric screen can be quickly
mounted on the boxes’ metal arches to keep out avian
invaders, but Mike Metcalf expects that circling birds of
prey will discourage the smaller breeds from lingering in
the garden or even on the ground.
Sharon Metcalf plans her winter plantings in late
summer. That crop has already yielded broccoli, Brussels
sprouts and golden beets. She says homegrown food simply tastes better. When the summer garden is established
in May, the Metcalfs look forward to harvesting a salad
full of greenery.
The rest of their lot includes plum, apricot and
cherry trees, a blood orange, lime and lemon tree,
pomegranate, persimmon, grapes, a rose bed and a

While the winter garden is coming to an end, Sharon can still enjoy
picking fresh broccoli.
Photo Andy Scheck

Granny Smith apple tree.
Mike Metcalf knows his wife just loves working in
the garden.
“My first love is roses,” Sharon Metcalf says, eyeing
her blossoming buds, “then the garden.” She’s definitely
got the green thumb, and the yard for it.

Super-model home
IN SLEEPY HOLLOW

±3,987 Square Feet – 5 Bedrooms – 3.5 Bathrooms - 1.01 Acres
Beautifully positioned at the top of the hill in the Sleepy Hollow/Bear Ridge
neighborhood this dream home is perfectly situated in a park-like setting with
views of the surrounding open space. This spacious home, new construction
built in 2007, is filled with exquisite details including grand living spaces, a
gourmet eat-in kitchen, private en-suite bedroom retreats, updated bathrooms, French doors and windows, windows, windows! Take in the serenity of
the landscape from any room in the house as you gaze out onto the beauty of
the surrounding valley and mature landscaped gardens which surround the

exterior of the house. Enjoy the full essence of California outdoor living on
this 1.01 acre lot. Dine outside under the majestic oak tree just off the dining/kitchen area or enjoy the view of the valley from the lower garden with
a large lawn and patio. The beauty of this home is in the flexible floor plan
built on three levels with the kitchen, living and dining rooms and en-suite
bedroom on one level, the private master bedroom and bath on the second
level and 3 bedrooms and entertainment area on the third level. Warm and
inviting with plenty of room to live, relax and play, both inside and out, 1 Tappan Way is a one of a kind house and a special place to call home!

OPEN: 3/11 1-4pm – CALL FOR PRICING

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT
AMYROSESMITH

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

LAMORINDA

WWW.DUDUM.COM
ADAM HAMALIAN

999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
O: 925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

85 LARK PLACE, ALAMO

WALNUT CREEK

1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
O: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

$5,850,000

DANVILLE

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.800.3510 F: 925.800.3520

287 LARK LANE, ALAMO

$3,149,000

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
O: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

0 MONTICELLO, LAFAYETTE

Distinctive Properties

$2,625,000
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925.708.5630

925.383.5500

DRE# 01917597

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

THE CHURCHILL TEAM
B. HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO

925.383.5500

3 WALLABI COURT, LAFAYETTE

$1,649,000

HURLBUT TEAM

925.383.5500

2453 PROVIDENCE COURT, W.C.

$1,445,000

MARY PISCITELLI
639 SITKA DR., WALNUT CREEK

925.765.9095
$949,000

SERETA: 925.998.4441
RANDY 925.787.4622

925.998.1914

DRE# 00524249/01138237

DRE# 01476506

JANET POWELL

JOHN FONDNAZIO

L. TICHENOR/S. HUTCHENS

925.285.1093

6 EL NIDO COURT, ORINDA

$998,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM
3232 ELVIA STREET, LAFAYETTE

925.998.4441
$1,198,000

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
1824 POPLAR DRIVE, W.C.

925.808.8390
$1,049,988

925.817.9053

925.876.2399
DRE# 01973545

DRE# 01938194

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

JOHN FONDNAZIO
JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105
DRE# 01474293/01435618

925.817.9053

1028 CAROL LANE, LAFAYETTE

$899,000

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500

1601 RELIEZ VLY RD., LAFAYETTE

$3,485,000

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES
148 DONALD DRIVE, MORAGA

925.360.8662
$1,495,000

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361
DRE# 01968803

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

LANA FITZPATRICK MARY PISCITELLI

925.998.4441

MATT McLEOD

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

VALERIE DURANTINI

MICHELE McKAY SHERRY HUTCHENS SORAYA GOLESORKHI TERESA ZOCCHI

415.999.6116

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

925.872.4660

925.765.9095

925.464.6500

925.482.4116

925.212.7617

925.808.8390

925.360.8662

925.915.0851

415.999.6116

DRE# 01805218

DRE# 01426129

DRE# 01310057

DRE# 01902466

DRE# 01320608

DRE# 01771736

DRE# 01907345

DRE# 01970768

DRE# 01376796

We’re celebrating the addition of these stellar agents
to the Dudum Real Estate Group Family!
These wonderful agents are joining us with proven track records of excellence in
service as well as sales. We are excited to partner with them in their future success!

Lana Fitzpatrick

Mary Piscitelli

Michele McKay

925.872.4660

925.765.9095

925.482.4116

DRE# 01805218

DRE# 01426129

DRE# 01902466

Soraya Golesorkhi

Valerie Durantini

925.808.8390

415.999.6116

DRE# 01771736

DRE# 01376796

Mortgage Rates Are Rising
The benchmark 30-year ﬁxed-rate mortgage
rose this week to 4.52 percent, according to
Bankrate’s weekly survey of large lenders. Rates
have increased almost half a percentage point
since the beginning of the year and have risen
for seven consecuve weeks. 30-year ﬁxed rates
are at the highest point since April 2014, when
the average rate was 4.54 percent. The rise in
mortgage rates are primarily being driven by a rise
in inﬂaon as lenders are ancipang the Federal
Reserve will need to increase rates to oﬀset the
impact of a ghtening labor market, massive tax
cuts and increased government spending. Just
last week the New Federal Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell addressed Congress by signaling the Fed
will keep raising rates to contain inﬂaon.
So, what does this mean for Lamorinda home
values? In short, not much. While the rise in
mortgage rates might have a more profound impact
on markets around the country the strong Bay Area
economy, limited inventory, the numerous all cash
buyers and early spring market results all point to
another strong year for the Lamorinda real estate
market. Not only is the Bay Area economy strong
but Lamorinda will connue to be a beneﬁciary of
the trend of New Tech ﬁrms basing employees in
San Francisco, making Lamorinda a viable commute
opon. Unl more high-density housing opons
are available, the lack of inventory will connue to
push prices further north and migate any impact
of reduced homeownership tax incenves and
the higher cost of ownership with rising mortgage
rates. In addion, today’s buyers that need a loan
must connue to compete with numerous all cash
buyers that are not directly impacted by rising
rates.
Also, the early Spring market results show no
signs of slowing. The recent volality in the stock
market did not even register with buyers as other
market forces connue to support the upward price
trend. While not the best news for buyers this is a
great me for anyone looking to sell their home.
Please feel free to contact us with your
real estate quesons Erin at erin@MarnHomesTeam.com or
Darrick at darrick@MarnHomesTeam.com.
ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
www.MarnHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564
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Savvy looks increase bookshelf
interest
By Amanda Eck

O

ne of the questions I often get asked is how to
style bookshelves without making them look
cluttered. For the most part bookshelves are
meant for books, right? But lately we are seeing a trend
of having shelves look a little more stylish and less like
a library. Don’t get me wrong, I am all for a beautiful
built-in lined with dusty old books beckoning me to
curl up with a cup of tea, but in today’s tech savvy world
our books are now collected on our electronic devices.
So what’s one to do with all those empty shelves? Here
are some easy tips for creating a stylish bookshelf.
1. Go big or go home: Start with your largest
items first. I love using pottery, vases, sculpture, or
other unique objects. If you have floor to ceiling bookshelves I prefer to place only one large piece in the top
shelf. Visually it helps bring the eye up and it’s also less
to dust. Because let’s face it, anything higher than six
feet may often not see the feathers of a duster (at least
that is the case in my house). Less is definitely more.

Photos provided

2. Try a tray: For your smaller items try placing
them on a decorative tray. Small tchotchkes scattered
about can clutter up a bookshelf, but corralling them
on a tray will look better visually and keep things tidy.
Grouping like items together even without a tray will
look better than individually scattering them about.
3. Stack ‘em up: Stacking books horizontally
instead of upright does two things: one, they take up
more shelf space eliminating the need for more “clutter”
and two, they create a riser to display a decorative item
(i.e. coral, decorative boxes, orbs).
4. Family time: Now that you have filled in your
shelves with the biggies and corralled your littles, it’s
time to display your treasured family photos. I try and
stay away from chunky ornate frames and go for simple
frames – either brass, chrome or even frameless. Keeping all the frames the same will also help create a more
cohesive and stylish feel.
... continued on page D10

WALTER NELSON PROUDLY PRESENTS HOMES IN LAMORINDA
202 Corliss Drive, Moraga

Quail Ridge Road, Lafayette

327 Constance Place, Moraga

Coming Soon
2,189 sq ft | .47 acres

Just Recently Sold for over asking
2,055 sq ft | .25 acres

Just Listed
$1,450,000 | 2,570 sq ft | .36 acres

Walter Nelson
925.765.1679
BRE CA # 01461463

WALTER.NELSON@CAMOVES.COM

WWW.ORINDAFINEHOMES.COM

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Savvy looks increase bookshelf interest
... continued from page D8
5. Go green: Add some natural elements to your bookshelves. If you have a
black thumb like me, go faux. Gone are the days of the dusty, musty fake ivy. Succulents, boxwood, and other greenery that look incredibly real are replacing those dated
silk plants. Pottery Barn even now has an entire botanical shop filled with realistic faux
foliage. So go green without the worry of weekly watering. Another designer’s secret –

add real potting soil to the top of your faux plant to fool your friends. I also like to use
moss or pebbles for added texture.
Decorating your bookshelves can feel daunting but hopefully with these easy tips
you will be able to tackle those shelves with ease.
Happy styling!

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based
Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's
interior should be both approachable and well- appointed.
She often asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."
With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary
and classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant
and inviting. Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything
visual but especially fashion, architecture and art.
Visit http://amandacarolinteriors.com for more
design ideas.
Here we grouped our client’s brass candlesticks to create a fun vignette.
Photos provided

email:shawn@dandnconst.com

believe in the art of living well.

Bells. Whistles. Campo.
Oh my.

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next. This is my promise.
JUST LISTED: 351 Calle La Mesa, Moraga
Bedrooms

Bathrooms

5

2

Price

1,450,000

$

Open 3/10 2pm-4pm & 3/11 1pm-4pm

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®
CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

One-story Campolindo home with 5 bedrooms and
2 baths, renovated top-to-bottom. Cherry ﬂoors,
Andersen windows and sliders, custom-designed
top-of-the-line kitchen. Master bath with marble tile,
heated ﬂoor and jetted tub. Mostly level yard with hot
tub, patio, pergola and lush plantings. More upgrades
than would ﬁt into this space. Come take a look for
yourself! Located in the sought-after Campolindo
neighborhood, close to top-rated Campolindo High
School and the Cabana Club, with an excellent
commute location, this home really does have it all.
More details at www.holcenberg.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com
Michelle Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405
michelle@holcenberg.com
www.holcenberg.com
License #01373412
©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker®
is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE
License # 01908304
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

March on and spring forward!
By Cynthia Brian
“Truth is rarely written in ink. It lives in nature.” – Martin H. Fischer

Hyacinths are pushing through the soil to announce the arrival of spring.

I

Pear blossoms fall from the trees like snowflakes.

t all started with a box of toothpicks.
My siblings and I finally had the heart and the stamina
to begin cleaning out our mother’s farmhouse that was
built before 1900. We made the mandatory four piles—
garbage, donation, share, and keep as we meticulously
emptied and cleaned each drawer and cabinet. When we
came upon several brand new boxes of toothpicks, we kept
a few and shared the rest.
When I returned home, I opened my drawer where I
kept my toothpicks to discover that I already had six boxes of 500 picks. Horrified, I emptied that drawer; created
four piles, and what began as a simple task of putting away
a small box of toothpicks resulted in a full day of purging
and organizing.
Which gets me to our garden marching orders for the
month. It is time to clean out the potting shack, clear the
storage sheds, organize the garage, and tidy up our cluttered gardens. Prune the hedges, edge the lawn, sharpen
tools, wash the lawn mower blades, and pull the sprouting
weeds.
Spring forward by cleaning our houses and removing
the debris from our gardens.

Photos Cynthia Brian

There is something about the pre-spring season that
revs up our systems and begs us to dust off the old to make
way for the new. We yearn to get rid of the mess that has
been gathering. My storage area was filled with odd pieces
of wire, broken light fixtures, string lights, patio pads, tiki
torches, oil, glass, lawn seed, fertilizer, soil mixes, Christmas tree stands, old toys from kids long gone, punctured
hoses, and a multitude of under utilized machines and gadgets geared to make gardening simpler but in reality were
just too burdensome. It took me a full seven days to bring
order to the chaos.
As overwhelming as this project sounds, the best way
to start is to just start!
Don’t be paralyzed by the enormity of the task. Do
it bit by bit but take everything out of the spaces you are
going to clean. Don’t try to “wipe” around anything. Everything out! Once the space is empty, sweep it, mop it, brush
out the cobwebs, and disinfect it. Next, designate four areas for decluttering: Keep, Donate, Trash, Recycle/Sell.
You will be amazed at how much junk you have. Anything
you are keeping, donating, giving away, or selling must be
cleaned.
... continued on page D14

White narcissi and blue vinca minor are excellent bedmates.

New Listing
1965 Ascot Dr. #10, Moraga
$479,000

Tom Stack
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Need Solutions in Obtaining a Mortgage?
As a Mortgage Broker Mark Has Access to Numerous Banks to
Find You the Best Loan!!
Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Open Sat. March 10th &
Sun. March 11th from 1:00-4:00 PM

Broker Associate
925.878.9964
Tom.Stack@camoves.com
www.TomStack.com
CalBRE #01501769

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark and MZ Financial Group help borrowers qualify with all different
types of situations. Some of the more common are:
• Investors looking to increase their holdings in residential or
commercial properties
• Self-Employed individuals with income qualifying issues
• Borrowers with large assets and low incomes
Mark has been a mortgage broker for over 15 years and would love to put
that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181
Supervising Broker Pacific Bay Lending Inc. CA Bureau of Real Estate #01874848 NMLS #318011

Knowledgeable | Professional | Reliable | Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto
925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537
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March on and spring forward!
... continued from page D12

Bare Branches of Japanese maple remind us that spring has not sprung yet!

few days of the month, February had been bone dry and exceptionally sunny forcing numerous plants to bloom early. Daffodils, and narcissi have been blooming for two months
and will continue for another two. The Italian white peach that normally forecasts a St.
Patrick’s Day celebration burst into full bloom on Valentine’s Day. My shamrocks, also
known as oxalis, are in their cheery yellow glory. Colorful freesias, tulips, Dutch iris, calla
lilies, and hyacinths announce the stirrings of spring.
The precipitation was welcome news, but the cold front that accompanied the rain
dropping temperatures into the 20s caused tender plants to freeze. The morning after the
first frigid night, the shriveled shapes of lamium, sage, and nasturtium greeted me on my
daily meditation walk. Part of tidying the garden is to understand what to prune back
and what to leave until all danger of frost has past. The sage and lamium are best cut immediately, while the pruning of the nasturtium will wait until later in the month. Viburnum, with its tiny white flowers, does well in cold weather and accentuates the beauty of a
four-season garden.
If you properly pruned your roses toward the end of January or beginning of February, you will see that they are now sprouting leaves. Within a month, buds will open. A few
of my David Austen roses are already blooming. I am still planting bare root roses. World
renowned rosarian Michael Marriott will join me on my radio broadcast from 4 to 5 p.m.
on March 7. Get more information at https://www.starstyleradio.com/starstyle-radio.
Michael will discuss the latest trends and techniques in cultivating a beautiful rose garden.
My mother used to instruct us with the words “cleanliness is next to Godliness.” That
truth wasn’t written in ink, but it did help me toss that extra box of toothpicks. I know for
certain that everything looks so much better and more attractive when it’s clean and clutter-free.
Live in truth. Live in nature.

Dump the trash unless you have chemicals, insecticides, pesticides, paints or contaminates. Take those items to a special facility for disposal. Contact your garbage collection
agency for drop off locations. Box your donations and donate immediately lest you be
tempted to reclaim items. Do the same with your recyclables or sale items. Organize
what’s left to store in a manner that is easily and safely accessible.
Walk around your garden and really look at your landscape. What needs a tune up?
Are the hinges on your gate squeaking? Do you have broken fence slats? Do your hedges
need a haircut? When was the last time you painted or stained your deck? Is it time for a
patio power wash?
Pick up the dog bones, clean out the litter boxes, and get a storage container for all of
the unused children’s or pet toys. Check your irrigation system. Turn on the sprinklers to
determine if you have any broken heads or pipes. What about your nightscaping? Do you
have bulbs that are burned out? Are the batteries run down on your solar lights?
Your front entrance and sidewalk are the first greeting areas for yourself and guests.
Give your porch a thorough cleaning and sweeping. Add a blooming plant in a pretty container. Buy a new welcome mat. Polish the hardware on your door.
After weeding your flowerbeds, add a fresh layer of mulch not only to beautify your
landscape, but also to retain moisture and keep the soil temperatures constant while deterring erosion. Turn the compost pile.
As you march around your yard you’ll discover a plethora of chores that are begging
for your attention. Make a list, check it twice or three times, and get to the most important
items first.
Garden Happenings
The bare branches of the trees tell us that it is still winter, but the buzzing of the bees
coupled with the sweet melodies of songbirds indicate that spring is right around the corner. My garden seems to have awakened from its slumber a full month early. Until the last Viburnum shines in any landscape during winter or spring.
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Cynthia Brian’s
Gardening Guide for March
BRING branches of forsythia or quince inside to allow the
blooms to open in a vase.
• PICK up fallen camellias.
• FERTILIZE the entire garden, if possible right before it
rains.
• BUY discounted tickets to the A’s versus Angels baseball
game for June 15 with proceeds benefitting local charity,
Be the Star You Are!®. www.BetheStarYouAre.org/events
• HARVEST wild mustard for salads and soups. Delicious
and nutritious.
• DIG up beets and make sure to eat the tops.
• COME to LaGaelrinda event at St. Mary’s College between 9 to 1 p.m. March 17 to visit the Be the Star You
Are!® booth where I’ll be selling and autographing my
newest book, “Growing with the Goddess Gardener.”
• WANT an instant privacy screen in your yard? For immediate large hedges, a new product will ship this spring from
a company called Instant Hedge offering 13 varieties of
ready-to-plant hedges that have been growing for five years
with heights up to six feet. Inspired by plantscapes in Holland, the panel of four trees with dense foliage will ship in
a biodegradable cardboard box. Visit http://instanthedge.
com.
• POT a clump of oxalis shamrocks for your St Patrick’s Day
dinner.
Wishing you the luck of the Irish and the wind at your
back. March on and spring forward!
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

family owned since 1933

•

Cynthia Brian, The
Goddess Gardener, raised
in the vineyards of Napa
County, is a New York
Times best selling author,
actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing
coach as well as the
Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You
Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio
show and order her books
at www.StarStyleRadio.
com.
Cynthia Brian gets ready for St. Patrick’s
Buy a copy of the new
Day in a field of shamrocks.
book, Growing with the
Goddess Gardener, at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Workshop:

Sustainable Gardening and
Water-Wise Plants
Saturday March 17th, 10:00 am
Please RSVP
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Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING
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510-847-6160

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman
OWNER/OPERATOR

LICENSED
INSURED

www.blueridgelc.com

Lic# 818633
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ORINDA
ORINDA

New Listing

New Listing

5 Madrone Place

11 Los Cerros

150 La Espiral

1 Hartford Road

Stunning custom built 3950 square
foot traditional home on gorgeous
parklike 1/2 acre. Prime cul de sac
location is family paradise.

Beautiful 2959 sq. ft. single story
home with sophisticated design.
Fabulous .65 acre level yard.

Elegant Orinda Hills 4715 sqft home
with beautiful valley views from all
rooms. An open design concept with
great separation of space.

North Orinda beauty, built in 2008,
this custom 5031 sq.ft./ 6 Beds/ 4.5
Baths home is situated on a secluded
level 1.06 acre lot.

$1,695,000

$899,000

ORINDA
ORINDA

ORINDA
MORAGA

$2,349,000

ORINDA
MORAGA

$2,995,000

ORINDA
MORAGA

The Village
Associates:
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Conner
Shannon
Meara
Dunsmore
Meara Dunsmore
Joan Eggers
Linda
Ehrich
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Linda S. Friedman
Dexter Honens II
Marianne Greene
Anne Knight
Dexter Honens II
Susan Zeh Layng
Anne Knight
Charles Levine
Susan Zeh Layng
Darrick Martin
Charles
Levine
Erin Martin
Darrick
Martin
April
ErinMatthews
Martin
HillaryMatthews
Murphy
April
Karen Murphy
Hillary
JohnMurphy
Nash
Karen

New Listing

New Listing

15 Orinda View Road

545 Chalda Way

9 Miramonte Drive

23 Indian Wells Street

Elegant Orinda Hills 4715 sqft home
with beautiful valley views from all
rooms. An open design concept with
great separation of space.

Updated & Spacious! Gourmet
kitchen, vaulted ceiling. Private
sunny patio. Walk to shops, school.

Miramonte Gardens meticulously
maintained 3 Bed/ 1.5 Bath
townhouse. Close to schools, BART
& Hwy 24.

Moraga Country Club Bruzzone built
Wimbledon Expanded. 4 Bedrooms/
3 Bathrooms/ 3122 SqFt. Top-Rated
Schools!

$3,750,000

ORINDA
LAFAYETTE

New Listing

$679,000

ORINDA
LAFAYETTE

New Listing

$699,000

ORINDAHILL
PLEASANT

New Listing

$1,400,000

ORINDA
WALNUT
CREEK

New Listing

16 Deer Trail

1982 Reliez Valley Road

243 Golf Links Street

2888 Saklan Indian Drive

Happy Valley modern architectural
treasure. 4+Beds /3 Baths / 3885 sq
ft* / Separate Guest House.

Extraordinary dream home boasts
4750 sq ft of spectacular living
spaces on 1.12 acres, +guest house.

Fabulous Grayson Woods Silverado
style home. Updated, charming 4
Beds/ 2.5 Baths / 2388 sq.ft.

200
Glory
Lily Court
Diablo
and surrounding
hills. A

Call for Price
facebook.com/VillageAssociates
twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

$3,195,000

$1,048,000

Fabulous panoramic views of Mt.

Stunning and exquisitely updated
wonderful Rossmoor level in and
2005 modern Gale Ranch gallery
level out
home.
home.
5 bedrooms,
4 baths.

$1,100,000
$1,549,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on Sunday Open Homes

John
Nash
Ben Olsen
Ben
Sue Olsen
Sue Rochlin
Olsen
Tara
Tara
Rochlin
Jaime Roder
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Altie Schmitt
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Judy Schoenrock
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Thompson
Clark
Angie Evans
Evans Traxinger
Traxinger
Angie
Ignacio Vega
Vega
Ignacio
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

