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By Jon Kingdon
Having lost to Bishop O’Dowd

in last years NCS playoff M

game and having defeated that
same team in the regular season,
Miramonte head coach Masood
Ahmadi had to feel optimistic as
they confronted Bishop O’Dowd
once again in this year’s NCS
championship. Unfortunately Ah-
madi was unable to match his coun-
terpart Marco Plascencia, losing
decisively 4-0.

Still, as Miramonte heads into
the next round of playoffs, the Mat-
adors have to feel positive about
their season despite their last game.
With a 17-3-2 overall record, 8-1-1
in league play, there should be few
complaints.

With 12 shutouts during the
regular season, the Matadors leaned
heavily on their defense. Senior
defensemen Sam Pinto and Ben
Andrews, both of whom led the
team in minutes played with 1,665
and 1,687 minutes played, respec-
tively, provided a wall of protection
for goalie Cole Kelez who aver-
aged six saves a game, giving up
only 14 goals in 22 games.

Leading the offense with six
goals each were seniors Gavin Pitt,
Owen Reed and junior Charlie Mc-
intyre. Senior Andrew Byrme was
the clear leader on the team in as-
sists with eight.

With a 17-8-1 overall record
and losing to the eventual NCS
champion Bishop O’Dowd in the
playoffs, Acalanes head coach Paul
Curtis came away with a positive
feeling about his team: “It was a
strong season. We played well
down the stretch and ended up
second in the league to a team that
made it to the finals.”

Senior, Alex Topping, a three-
year starter was named the most
valuable player on offense in the
league. Says Curtis: “Alex did a
great job in marshaling the offense
to generate a lot of goals.”

Travis Stevenson and Chris
Rogers were also named first team
all-league. ~ Stevenson’s versatil-
ity proved to be very valuable to
the Dons, says Curtis apprecia-
tively: “Travis focused on offense
this year though at times we had
to move him to defense due to in-
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Gavin Pitt (Miramonte)

juries and he did so without miss-
ing a beat playing alongside Chris
who was the leader of the defensive
unit.”

Besides Stevenson and Rogers
returning next year, Bernard Adri
and Nick Geannacopulos will also
be counted on. Geannacopulos
flashed his talent on offense when
given the opportunity but had to
miss time due to injuries.

Keeping his perspective, Cur-
tis took great pleasure in coaching
this team: “There was a real cama-
raderie among the team members.
They were very respectful of each
other. Life isn’t soccer; soccer is a
part of life and the boys did a nice
job of helping each other to manage
the season.”

With a 6-13-4 record, Cam-
polindo head coach Aaron Girard
saw this as a rebuilding season: “I
think we have to take the season in
perspective. It was the youngest
team in the history of the program.
We only fielded 2-3 seniors each
game. Under the circumstances,
I was very proud of the way we
fought and battled.”

Despite their record, Campolin-
do was competitive in most games,
scoring 32 goals while giving up
37 goals. Says Girard: “9 of our 13
losses were by one goal. We were
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just missing that little intangible
you need for success. It’s the little
details that matter and make the
difference which was a good lesson
for the players and coaches.”

Playing top competition is one
thing but according to Girard, Cam-
polindo had the strongest schedule
of the 26 teams in Division II in the
North Coast.

With 17 of the 21 players on
the roster returning, Girard feels
they should not have the problems
they had this past season standing
in against the bigger teams.

The success of the football
team kept two key players, senior
goalie Lucas Allen and Seppi Ort-
man (4 goals), off the team for the
first third of the season. Allen’s
departure will leave a big hole in
goal says Girard: “Lucas brought
an awesome attitude to the team.
I would match him up with any
goalie we played against. He was
all the more impressive in that he
also plays baseball and is focused
on soccer only three months a year.
Seppi did a great job on offense
battling through a foot injury.”

Jose Carra-Hernandez led the
team with 11 goals and according
to Girard was “outstanding in set-
ting the tempo of the game. Still
Girard is looking for more of-
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Alex Topping (Acalanes)

Seppi Ortman (Campolindo)
fensively: “We will be searching
for someone to have the ability to
put the ball in the net consistently,
someone to step up at the forward
position to take control of the of-
fense.”

Returning to lead the defense
is sophomore Jamiel Liu. Says
Girard: “Jamiel was very strong on
defense. He was very tough and
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did not back down from anybody.
He played like a boss.”

Girard is confident things will
be much smoother next year: “We
were a new staff this year. Know-
ing my players from the start of the
season will facilitate things next
season. We will be able to hit the
ground running.”

Classified

Apariment Wanted . Rowtling

Apartment or In-law unit
wanted to rent. Semi-retired
professional gardener. Non-
smoker, references, good credit.
Call Gary 510-410-3225

Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

We Buy/Consign your car

All cars are displayed in our
private and secure showroom.
Local family owned dealership.
Serving Roosmoor for more
than 30 years. Free pick-up and
delivery. 925-820-1188.

Collectibles

Buy or sell collectibles
Call or Text

925-435-3492

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Music for your Club or Private
Party. Ragtime, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, Klezmer. Single Act or Band.
Eliot Kenin — 800- 965-1302

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height email
to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Ken'’s Rototilling

+ 4 W/D Tractors

: ®__ - Hillside Weed Cutting

+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling

Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rain gutter

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Haul Your Junk Away

925-435-3492
Call or Text Don

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Quetzal Handyman
NOJOBTOO SMALL
' Please call Carlos Toledo

¥ 925-872-0422

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height email
to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded



