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‘Won’t You Be My Neighbor’
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Not to be missed
OTHER ... continued
Celebrate the Summer Solstice at 6:15 p.m. on Thursday,
June 21 at 1035, Carol Lane.
Event Includes a sunlight labyrinth walk, creation of a flower
petal mandala, kid’s seed balm
station, songs that celebrate
the sun, moments of reflection,
and an ice cream sundae station. Bring a salad and drink
to share. Event is outdoors
and donation based. Guests
include, Eco-Chaplain Lauren
Van Ham, Musician Dougie
Free, and a team of wonderful folks who long to connect
more deeply to our earth home.
http://www.oslc.net/

Rogers delayed his plan to become a
minister in order to start his first children’s
show in 1953. “The Children’s Corner” aired
on the newly formed public television station, WQED in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
The rest is television history and later the
show became a national success as “Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood.” Rogers’ style was
completely different from other children’s
programs. Rogers did not play a character or
use comedy. His goal was to educate young
viewers. He didn’t believe in playing a character because he wanted to be just himself on
camera. He often stated, “One of the greatest
gifts you can give anybody is the gift of your
honest self.”
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” explores
all the difficult subjects addressed during the
shows including the assassination of Senator
Robert Kennedy, the Challenger space crash
to 9/11. Rogers spoke about these issues and
many others head on and directly to the children. Over his career Rogers produced over
1,100 children’s television shows.
Not everyone liked the show or Fred
Rogers and these issues are also addressed in
the film. Sadly, there were several protestors
at Rogers’ funeral in 2003.
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” opens at
the Orinda Theatre on June 22. I highly recommend this documentary, which is rated
PG-13 with a total running time of 1 hour
and 34 minutes.
The reopening of the Rheem Theatre will
be at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, June 14. During
the reception, there will be a fundraising
auction to benefit the theatre. “Incredibles
2” will be screened at 7 p.m. Paul Mendoza,
Lafayette resident and Pixar Supervising
Animator on “Incredibles 2” will introduce
the film. Tickets are $40, which includes the
reception and movie. A movie only ticket
is $12. Let’s all come out and support the
reopening of the Rheem Theatre.

Not to be missed

Diablo Ballet presents its 3rd
annual PAWS de Tutu dog festival from 9 to 11 a.m. on June
23 at the Lafayette Reservoir.
Registered guests will be treated to the popular dog costume
competitions, along with demos by the Contra Costa Sherriff’s K-9 unit, a DOGA (Dog
Yoga) demo, and a dog training
demo. Dog owners are invited
to dress up their dogs and enter
the dog costume competitions
– solo competition (one dog in
costume) or group competition
(multiple dogs in costume).
Admission is $10, with an extra $10 to enter the costume
contest. Anyone interested in
attending, should register online at www.diabloballet.org as
participation is limited.

Lamorindans of all ages are
invited to a Field Day Open
House June 23 at Moraga Commons Park. This free nationwide amateur radio event runs
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and shows
amateurs using 100-year-old
technology in today’s world
even when cell phones and
electric power fail. For details
see
https://www.facebook.
com/K6ORI/?ref=bookmarks.
Moraga Fun Run at 8:30 a.m.
on July 4 at the Moraga Shopping Center. www.moragafunrun.com
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Play-based learning (ages 2 - Pre-K)
Open daily 8:30 - 11:45
Lunch Bunch Option until 2:45
(925) 284-1143
www.joyfulbeginningsschool.org

Schedule a tour today!

Our preschool program is designed to
challenge each area of a child’s
development; including physical,
social, emotional, spiritual, and
cognitive. Children’s play is a
primary vehicle for and indicator
of their growth. Child initiated,
teacher supported play is an
essential component of a
developmentally appropriate classroom.

Lafayette United Methodist Church, 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

When I say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”
Mike Rosa

Now that's
Now that's
teamwork.
teamwork.
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State Farm Home Oﬃce, Bloomington, IL

New Hair Salon in Moraga
Book your appointment today!

925-631-9000 | 348 Park St.

(Next to the Rheem Theatre)
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Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m.
The Lafayee Park Hotel & Spa,
Mt. Diablo Blvd.
More info: www.lamorindasunrise.com
or email lamorindasunrise@gmail.com
@g

June 15

Becky and Don Jenkins
share highlights from
teaching English in the
Far East.
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Joyful Beginnings Preschool

By Derek Zemrak

f you asked any 30 to 80-year-old “What
is the first thing that comes to mind when
you hear Won’t You Be My Neighbor,” I
would guess that 75 percent would say “Mr.
Rogers” and the other 25 percent would say
“Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.” But who
was Fred Rogers, the host of this children’s
program that ran on PBS television for more
than 33 years? The show first aired on Feb.
19, 1968 and continued until Aug. 31, 2001.
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” is an indepth, moving documentary by the Oscarwinning documentarian Morgan Neville
(“Twenty Feet from Stardom”). If you
haven’t seen Neville’s “Twenty Feet from
Stardom,” do yourself a favor and see it.
It is one of my all-time favorite documentaries, which was released in 2013. This
time around Neville explores in detail who
Fred Rogers really was and why he was on
a mission to provide young children quality,
wholesome television programing.
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June 22

GUS KRAMER, your friendly
County Tax Assessor to give
you the scoop on your tax
dollars at work.

VW “luv” Bug raﬄe ckets on sale now, from any member !

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

June 14:
Beth Needel. Executive Director
Lafayette Library

June 21:
Budd MacKenzie

Rock the Plaza — Every Friday in June
June 15: Tom Petty tribute band, The Big Jangle
www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366
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