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July Gardening Guide with Cynthia Brian          ...read on page D12

Whether mom or dad is a casual carpen-
ter, an entry-level electrician, avid gar-
dener or a full-time builder/contractor, 

chances are they’ll be enlisted for some honey-do 
projects at home. The challenge becomes not just 
completing a project, possibly one for the kids, but 
completing a project (and saving your sanity) with 
the kids. Here are some tips when smaller hands 
want to work big tool jobs. 
 Safety first, cautions writer, editor, and wood-
worker A.J. Hamler. He specifies safety glasses, 
child-sized gloves and adequate protective clothing. 
“Eye protection is paramount,” Hamler said, and 

child-sized safety glasses are inexpensive and easy 
to find online. He buys his in bulk in bright colors 
kids love.  A small apron is good. An old adult shirt 
over the child's clothes will also work as long as it's 
not big and baggy, Hamler said.  
 Hamler says children are naturally drawn to 
interesting activities, new gadgets or tools and do-
ing things adults do, and home projects involve 
all three. Just two things will make the project a 
success: visible signs of progress (sawdust, wood 
scraps, etc.) and a finished object. Recently Hamler 
helped his 5-year-old grandson build his own step 
stool. “Even though I did almost everything, in his 

mind his role was far more important.”    
 Concentrate fully on the task at hand, Ham-
ler advises. Turn off the TV, shoo the dog outside, 
and don’t allow other children to play in your work 
space. Stop the project, he says, if a child becomes 
nervous, frustrated, tired or distracted. And once 
you start a project never, ever take your eyes off 
your child, Hamler said. “If you need to leave the 
room, take them with you – don't leave them by 
themselves with tools you want to supervise,” he 
cautioned.
 Demolition is any child’s dream job. It is often 
more fun than construction itself because making 
a mess is part of the process. If there’s sheetrock to 
be torn out or cabinets to be ripped up, just watch 
the hands go up to volunteer. Again, give everyone 
plenty of safety gear, including sturdy closed-toe 
shoes so stray nails don’t end up in someone’s foot.   
 When the weather gets sunny invite kids to 
join in your gardening and landscaping projects. 
They’ve learned a thing or two from their Lam-
orinda schools, where all grade levels have tilled 
the earth. Students and their parents owe a debt 
of thanks to the nonprofit Moraga Gardens Farm 
(www.Moragagardensfarm.org). “When my kids 
were in Moraga schools the gardens didn’t exist,” 
said Claire Curtin, a 10-year MGF member and 
current board member. Curtin and fellow MGF 
member Betty Cooper are rightfully proud of their 
organization’s role in supplying plants for what she 
calls “the next generation of home gardeners.”  
 ... continued on page D4

Matt Talbot (left) with an early woodworking project.  Photo provided

Home projects for younger hands 
By Cathy Dausman
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
13
8

13

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $1,150,000
 $725,000
 $706,500

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,875,000
 $1,878,000
 $3,340,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
959 4th Street, $1,305,000, 3 Bdrms, 1079 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 5-11-18; 
 Previous Sale: $910,000, 02-11-14
3577 Boyer Circle, $1,280,000, 3 Bdrms, 1662 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-11-18; 
 Previous Sale: $520,000, 05-31-13
3253 Brookwood Drive, $1,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 1803 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-11-18; 
 Previous Sale: $849,000, 04-04-08
4008 Happy Valley Road, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2327 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-11-18; 
 Previous Sale: $810,000, 02-23-00
15 Julie Highlands Court, $1,520,000, 4 Bdrms, 3539 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 5-17-18; 
 Previous Sale: $664,000, 12-18-98
3274 La Canada, $2,875,000, 5 Bdrms, 3078 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,950,000, 11-21-12
3305 Mildred Lane, $1,447,500, 4 Bdrms, 1943 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $532,000, 08-19-99
428 Read Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 2014 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-14-18
1619 Reliez Valley Road, $1,845,000, 5 Bdrms, 3017 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,149,000, 06-14-11
1824 Reliez Valley Road, $1,725,000, 3 Bdrms, 3061 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 5-14-18; 
 Previous Sale: $765,000, 05-11-00
365 Shire Oaks Court, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 3031 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-14-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 08-31-07
506 Silverado Drive, $1,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 2927 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-17-18
1053 Via Baja, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2512 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,140,000, 06-16-06
MORAGA
105 Alta Mesa Court, $1,116,000, 3 Bdrms, 2606 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $645,000, 04-04-03
501 Fernwood Drive, $1,878,000, 5 Bdrms, 2716 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 5-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $719,000, 08-31-99
144 Miramonte Drive, $801,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $155,000, 05-08-86
1565 Moraga Way, $680,000, 2 Bdrms, 1522 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-10-18
235 Rheem Boulevard, $1,175,000, 4 Bdrms, 2435 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $93,000, - -
1822 St. Andrews Drive, $1,115,000, 3 Bdrms, 2172 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 5-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $847,000, 07-06-15
17 Via Barcelona, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 2114 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 5-11-18; 
 Previous Sale: $342,000, 06-15-95
112 Via Joaquin, $725,000, 2 Bdrms, 1354 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 5-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $590,000, 02-27-15
 ... continued on page D11VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

SALE 
PENDING

Representing
Seller

19 Dos Posos, Orinda      
Offered at $2,210,000

FOR SALE 

Mid Century Modern Inspired
www.14 JewelCt.com

14 Jewel Ct, Orinda       Offered at $1,875,000

www.19DosPosos.com



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties
DANVILLE

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523

O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630 
DRE# 01917597 

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
DRE# 01973545

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662 
DRE# 01907345

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851 
DRE# 01970768

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116 
DRE# 01376796

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622
DRE# 00524249/01138237

MICHELE McKAY

925.482.4116 
DRE# 01902466

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500 
DRE# 01310057

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617 
DRE# 01320608

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105 

DRE# 01474293/01435618

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500 
DRE# 01347508

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053 
DRE# 01938194

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914 
DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095
DRE# 01426129

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093 
DRE# 01478540 

SORAYA GOLESORKHI

925.808.8390 
DRE# 01771736

SHEREE HORNSBY

925.765.3807 
DRE# 01997978

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884 
DRE# 02047712

1258 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ROAD $4,550,000

JULIE DEL SANTO/ANGIE CLAY         925.818.5500

951 JANET LANE, LAFAYETTE $1,195,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

127 CALLE LA MESA, MORAGA $1,455,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441/925.787.4622

1544 RANCHO VIEW DR., LAFAYETTE $950,000

MARY PISCITELLI         925.765.9095

40 CASTLE CREST ROAD, ALAMO $1,875,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES          925.383.5384

3498 SPRINGHILLL CT., LAFAYETTE $2,108,000

VALERIE DURANTINI 415.999.6116

3439 LITTLE LANE, LAFAYETTE $1,195,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS         925.212.7617

3497 S. SILVER SPRINGS, LAFAYETTE $1,748,200

TINA FRECHMAN        925.915.0851

5 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA $2,625,000

MATT MCLEOD        925.464.6500

107 OAK ROAD, ORINDA $1,649,000

HURLBUT TEAM         925.383.5500

905 DEWING LANE, LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE

MARY PISCITELLI         925.765.9095

16 TREETOP TERRACE CT., ALAMO  $2,989,988 

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES         925.360.8662
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“My boys have helped with our vegetable garden since they were little,” said Cheryl 
Collins of Orinda. This past year they planted new drought-resistant plants. Collins 
says her sons disliked the weeding chores but loved planting and harvesting. “They 
especially loved playing rotten tomato baseball with a shovel,” Collins said. 
 Three generations of the Lamorinda Talbot family have passed down a love of 
woodworking projects. Al Talbot’s father, George, had a workbench “littered with 
miniscule parts for the latest wooden ship or boat model,” recalled Al’s wife, Lucy. 

She says Al’s first apartment was filled with the end tables, stereo speakers and book 
cases he crafted in his spare time. Lucy and Al’s son Matt picked up construction 
skills at age 5 by playing with a Brio MEC set. Later he built a cutting board and 
book shelves, and as a high schooler he rebuilt a service yard fence by himself as his 
father and grandpa looked on. 
 Stanley Middle School Wood Tech instructor Michele Murphy says her stu-
dents often try out their new skills at home. “Parents tell me that their son or daugh-
ter now will go into their workshop and start tinkering with the tools or ask to help 
them with their projects,” Murphy said. Parents and grandparents often want to 
build a second Adirondack chair to match the one their eighth-grader built. Mur-
phy says parents at open houses tell her over and over what a valuable skill wood-
working was for their child to learn. 
 The community at large offers work projects suitable for children. Some big 
box hardware stores teach free projects aimed at the grade school set, (https://
tinyurl.com/y9yloh65), and parents can learn woodworking skills alongside their 
children as young as age two at San Francisco’s Butterfly Joint (http://thebutter-
flyjoint.com/). Classes are taught by owner Danny Montoya, a credentialed ear-
ly-childhood educator. 
 Once they reach 16, teens can swing a hammer alongside their parents while 
volunteering at Habitat for Humanity (https://www.habitatebsv.org/get-in-
volved). This bonding time combines learning construction skills with life lessons.  
 So, grab your tools, your offspring, and get to work! You’ll be building lifelong 
memories, and possibly completing projects that will last nearly as long.

Home projects for younger hands  ... continued from page D1

Consult these websites before your home work begins: 
https://www.familyhandyman.com/tools/diy-for-kids/view-all/
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/kid-friendly-diy-projects/
http://www.ajhamler.com/woodworking_gallery

A.J. Hamler’s grandson is proud of the stepstool he made with his grandpa. 

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Pending, Multiple Offers! | Offered at $995,000 | 28estabuenodrive.com

28 ESTABUENO DRIVE, ORINDA
Opportunity knocks! Charming 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom ranch style home 
nestled on a serene street in a great neighborhood, near 12 years of 
excellent Orinda schools.  Large living area, 2,163± square feet of living 
space on .29± acre lot, flat front and rear yards with lawn and mature 
trees, just minutes to Del Rey Elementary School (check availability) via 
pathway. Very livable cosmetic fixer with great possibilities and upside 
potential. Reports available.



 

Office:  925-254-8585  | ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

CALBRE# 00903367 

 20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill 

N�� T��� W���! 

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4PM 

 

O������ �� $1,850,000 

~ Hacienda Tesoro de Orinda ~ 
147 Camino don Miguel 

3 BEDROOMS + STUDY/ 4TH  BEDROOM  |   2.5 BATHS   |  3223 SQ. FT. 

A 1930’S SPANISH ARCHITECTUAL BEAUTY WITH UPDATES AND UPGRADES FOR  
COMFORT & CONVENIENCES YET KEEPING ITS OLD WORLD AMBIANCE. 

 



Big Picture Market 
Update 
 Recently our clients have asked us more and more 
“Where are we in the current real estate cycle and do you 
foresee a correction in the near-future.” This question is 
a valid considering the strong market that has persisted 
for years, rising interest rates and the new Tax Plan that 
reduced certain homeownership deductions.
 Regarding interest rates, the Fed recently raised 
rates and signaled two more increases are coming 
before year-end. The latest rate increase was the second 
this year and the seventh since the end of the Great 
Recession. Another trend to keep an eye on is income 
growth rates and if they are keeping up with home price 
appreciation levels. According to Reuters, annual average 
income growth has remained below 3% even as home 
prices have risen on average more than 5% over the last 
few years. Historically and over the long-term housing 
growth moves in correlation to growth in income levels. 
In addition, the unemployment rate is now below 4% for 
the first time since 2000, stock markets are at or close 
to all-time highs, the Whitehouse is forecasting solid 
4% GDP growth and political winds, while volatile, have 
recently calmed a bit.
 In looking at the Lamorinda market, for homes 
below $2M the market is as strong as ever due to limited 
inventory and rising incomes. For homes between 
$2 – 3M the market remains unchanged as the strong 
economy and the demand for a remodeled home 
counter balances any negative impact from interest rates 
and tax ramifications. Homes above $3M have recently 
shown some signs of softening as inventories are rising 
and switching costs are increasing for move-up buyers 
that currently have a $1M tax basis and 3.5% mortgage 
on their existing home.
 Given all this, we believe the Lamorinda market will 
remain strong for at least through 2019. While rising interest 

rates are certainly something 
to watch, the gravitational pull 
of a strong economy, inventory 
shortages, and a robust stock 
market will likely offset any 
negative ramifications of rising 
interest rates.
 For a more comprehensive 
discussion see the Insight 
section of our website at 
MartinHomesTeam.com.

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com
www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

  

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw 
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

5 Greenvalley Drive, Lafayette 

5 Bed  |  4.5 Bath  |  4,557 Approx. Sq Ft main house  |  330 Approx. Sq Ft detached guest quarters  |  .42 acres  

Price Available Upon Request

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110

omond@ .com

omond. .com

DRE 01968517

Erin and Darrick Martin

925.951.3817 | 925.900.8218

rin@ artin omes eam.com

arrick@ artin omes eam.com

artin omes eam.com 

DRE 01922810 | 02006564

believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.



FINDING THE Right FIT

`̀̀̀̀

AMYROSESMITH

A private, resort retreat
THAT YOU CAN CALL HOME

222 Moraga Way, Orinda

+/- 3500 sq ft.  4 beds, 3 full baths, 2 half baths, +/- 500 square foot 
1 bedroom, 1 bath pool house, pool, tennis court, 2 separate parcels 
with combined 1+ acres

Perched atop of a combined 1+ acre parcel of 2 lots sits this beautifully up-
dated, single level, approx 3500 square foot, 4 bedroom, 3 full and 2 half bath 
home with hardwood floors nearly throughout, substantial mill work, stainless 
appliances, 2 master suites and more!  The grounds are stunning and offer a 
flagstone backyard with outdoor fire place perfect for dining and entertaining 

al fresco as well as an incredible resort- like front yard with custom landscap-
ing, oversized pool, outdoor kitchen, lush lawn, tennis court, and detached 
approx 500 square foot recently remodeled 1 bedroom, 1 bath pool house 
with bonus room and wet bar.  Situated in a wonderful central location near 12 
years of top rated Orinda schools, Downtown Orinda and Lafayette, a perfect 
commuters retreat,  just minutes to Bart and fwy, this is a wonderful place to 
call home! Come see!!

Listed at $2,395,000

Amy Rose Smith 
Village Associates 

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com 
www.amyrosesmith.com 

CalBRE: #01855959 
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Feng Shui 

Activate the Helpful People & Travel Area this summer
By Michele Duffy

Summer is upon us and while backyard “staycations” 
are a popular alternative to boarding passes, the 
warmer temperatures can beckon, inviting us to 

parts unknown where personal learning adventures await.
 Summer travel fills our senses with memories of 
Ferris wheels on boardwalks along with salt water taffy 
storefronts and festive balloons floating up, up, up and 
away.  We remember as long as water was in abundance 
for swimming, water fights, or a relaxing hot tub under a 
canopy of glittery stars: all was well in the world.  
 The Taoist animal sign of the Dog rules the Bagua 
area that includes travel, helpful people and heaven. In 
this 2018 Dog year, especially, travel is most definitely a 
favored activity, but remember to be generous and kind 
on the journey and express gratitude to all you meet 
along the way. Other Earth Dog qualities will serve you 
well, such as being honest, fair-minded, friendly, gentle, 
grounded and balanced.

I felt a close-to-home certain sadness after the world 
recently lost a wonderful travel journalist (although he 

didn’t consider himself a writer) – CNN’s relevant Jer-
sey Boy and travel cuisine king, Anthony Bourdain.  Like 
many of his fans, he intimately welcomed you into his 
world, and I borrowed the show’s many culinary secrets.  
Watching the last episode of his show about Buddhist 
Burma was beyond words for me and so may he be swiftly 
carried to a place of peace. We will miss him in our home 
and certainly, along with the world who knew him.
 What always struck me as so necessary about how 
Bourdain traveled is more than just a curiosity for adven-
ture but the importance of having a solid crew of travel 
partners.  The world opens up to us through cuisine, film, 
music, language, art and literature, and for many world 
travelers, especially in summer, food is a major inspiration 
for leaving home comforts and getting onto the road.
 The Feng Shui Bagua Area that rules travel also in-
cludes helpful people and also heaven, source, and univer-
sal values.  Helpful people include benefactors, mentors, 
guides, teachers, helpers, supporters, fans, and any person 

you meet along your journey who shares great grace.  Not 
having this ease with the cheery help of others can clear-
ly make one’s life dreary and challenging, to say the very 
least, and so cultivate a fresh tribe of those you help this 
year, and ensure the help you receive in kind is abundant. 
When you are traveling, those friends you haven’t met yet 
are on energetic standby to be of service to you.  It’s bal-
anced karma, to a degree.
 Heaven is more than just divine intervention, al-
though that in itself is truly marvelous to experience and 
to have on one’s side, but heaven in the feng shui sense 
is more of a quality. Heaven creates clarity and a lifting 
of uncertainty and confusion and chaos.  So, especially as 
the 2018 Earth Dog year continues to progress into sum-
mer, clarity can assist our personal choice for a summer 
travel destination.
 The Travel, Helpful People and Heaven area of the 
feng shui Bagua is located along the front entrance door 
wall, on the near wall as you look into the space.  This is 
often overlooked area, which is relevant for a healthy life 
area of the Bagua map, is governed by the metal element, 
which can be activated with colors like white, silver, grey 
and metallic, or inspirational, helpful or grateful sculp-
tures made of bronze, like of Ghandi, Buddha or Arch 
Angel Michael.  Place a photo gallery of your family or 
friends who are also helpful to you in this area, but avoid 
placing any reminders of people here who made your life 
difficult. Place symbols of who and what you feel gives 
you a sense of deep gratitude.  ... continued on page D10

The Helpful People area includes gratitude, especially for the Divine, the most helpful of all. Photos provided

Traveling often involves stopping and smelling the flowers.  Placing a 
photo like these colorful poppies enjoyed on a trip to Big Sur recently 
can help activate the Travel, Helpful People and Heaven Bagua area. 



Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  License Number 01527235.  All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without 
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. 

2,416 Sq Ft  |  $1,375,000

Just Listed
3308 Berta Lane

Dave Schurhoff
925-997-9569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201

Paddy Kehoe
925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Mary Staten
925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Claudia Gohler
925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

The Paddy Kehoe Team

Single level 3 bed 3 bath home with 

 

master suite. Park-like setting with  
mature trees and gazebo. Situated on a 
cul-de-sac. Close to downtown Lafayette, 
freeway and BART.
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“Front Door”

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY

XUN
Wood

Southeast
Purple

FAMILY

ZHEN
Wood
East

Green
Spring

KNOWLEDGE & 
SELFCULTIVATION

GEN
Earth

Northeast
Blue

FAME & 
REPUTATION

Li
Fire

South
Red

Summer

HEALTH

TAI JI
Earth

Center
Orange, Yellow

Brown

CAREER & 
OPPORTUNITIES

KAN
Water
North

Black & Dark Blue
Winter

RELATIONSHIPS

Kun
Earth

Southwest
Pink

JOY & COMPLETION

DUI
Metal
West
White

Autumn

HELPFUL PEOPLE & 
TRAVEL

QIAN
Metal

Northeast
Grey

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, 
since 1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui 
one space at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking, 
and spending time with her family; Canyon Ranch Feng 
Shui Master, International 
Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red 
Ribbon Professional.  To 
schedule a professional 2018 
Feng Shui Consultation, 
contact Michele at (520) 
647-4887 or send an email to 
spaceharmony@gmail.com.

 Helpful people regularly improve your quality of life and are the ones you care 
about – and can even be dogs and other pets.  Placing travel art or a photo gallery of 
places where we love to travel is also an excellent activator of this Bagua area.
 The earth element “creates” or produces the metal element, so by placing the 
earth element in this area, we strengthen the metal governing travel, helpful people 
and heaven.  To keep the feng shui strong and vibrant, minimize the fire element in 
this area, such as the color red, since it melts or destroys the metal element.
 Remember that this Bagua area also rules gratitude. As we gather our helpful 
people together for a trip around the globe this summer and intermingle with other 
cultures, cuisines, music or art, many miles away from home, remember to be hum-
ble and travel gently as our souls experience the unexpected moment. This is made 
all the more sweet when we return home to where our heart is, feeling grateful for the 
good in the world and the good we have also created inside our welcoming homes.  
 May all travel in 2018 be safe journeys!

 

Feng Shui 

Activate the Helpful People & Travel Area
... continued from page D8

Rob & Kathy Olson
925 788 6193 
rolson@pacunion.com
kolson@pacunion.com 
robkathyolson.pacificunion.com
License #: 00385275 | 01372297

3445 Moraga Blvd., Lafayette
Offered at $995,000
Time to downsize? Stroll to downtown Lafayette from this 
charming single-level, 2 bedroom home. Custom kitchen 
and updated throughout. Just steps from the trail, and so 
convenient to all that Lafayette has to offer! 
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Anticipating the celebration of the Fourth of July 
was a huge deal when I was a kid. Those were the 
days when three weeks before the big day, stands 

selling fireworks, rockets, sparklers, fountains and more 
would line country roads and highways. Our station wag-
on filled with kids would pull up to these pop-up booths 
as we begged our parents for our favorite explosive enter-
tainment.  Our dad and uncles would buy boxes of various 
items to ignite on my grandparent’s ranch to the thrilling 
ooh’s and ah’s of our large Italian family. Safety was always 
a major concern as we often read in the newspaper about 
people who lost a hand or started a fire while being less 
cautious. My dad was a captain in our county’s volunteer 
fire department and he made sure that our Independence 
Day fun was safely executed.
 Our morning would begin with us marching with our 
farm animals decorated in ribbons of red, white and blue in 

a local parade, where there were always more participants 
than spectators.  A delicious picnic with produce harvested 
fresh that morning followed. A bounty of salads of tender 
greens, juicy tomatoes, crunchy beans, and tangy cucum-
bers flavored with garlic, olive oil and wine vinegar remain 
in my memory. But it was the first bite of roasted white 
sweet corn slathered with butter and basil for the pre-fire-
works barbecue that still to this day makes my mouth wa-
ter.  
 The sound of weed whackers, lawn mowers, chain 
saws, blowers, and giggling children indicates that summer 
has arrived. In the heat of the day, swimming pools become 
our refuge while our patios are the place to kick back after a 
long day at work.  Our gardens are resplendent with the col-
ors of the rainbow as nature’s annuals and perennials burst 
into bloom.  Hydrangeas, Oriental lilies, daylilies, roses, 
gladioli, kalanchoe, clematis –  and my favorite for this sea-

son, godetia. Godetia is not only brilliantly beautiful but 
also deer resistant. Swallowtails are fluttering throughout 
the landscape and finches have taken up residence in my 
favorite birdhouse perch.  My garden is a living, breathing 
firecracker!
 We must temper this marvelous warm weather ex-
citement with our distressing recollections of the recent 
destructive wildfires. Heed the checklist from our local 
fire departments to create a defensible space around your 
home.  To reiterate fire district recommendations:
• Prevent embers from igniting your home by clearing 
leaves, needles, and debris from gutters, eaves, porches and 
decks.
• Trim grasses and weeds.
• Prune tree limbs to keep the lowest branches 6-10 feet 
from the ground.
• Reduce “fire fuel laddering” by not allowing bushes or 
trees to touch one another.
• Keep combustible materials 15 feet away from struc-
tures.
• Maintain your property and be alert for any fire danger.
 For further safety tips visit http://www.mofd.org/
fire-prevention/abatement.
 Whether you march in a parade, hike, bike, eat pan-
cakes, picnic, barbecue or dance to your favorite beats, 
may you make your own memories this Independence Day 
while watching fireworks sponsored by our localities. Let 
freedom ring!
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for July

Independence Daze 
By Cynthia Brian
“Independence now and forever.” – Daniel Webster

Pelargonium citrosum, also known as the mosquito plant, doesn’t keep the mosquitoes away.              Photos Cynthia Brian

A delicate swallowtail butterfly feeds on a pink geranium. 



SOLD- Over asking! 
Trail Neighborhood of Lafayette! 

Please contact me if you’re interested in buying or 
selling in this lovely neighborhood.

Walking Neighborhood, close to Bart and 
Downtown Lafayette!

Ana S. Menendez
BRE01719649

McGuire Real Estate
Green Certified
415-9012774 office
925-255-3277 mobile/text

30  

TH

1987-2017
30  

TH

1987-2017

Your vision 
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops, 
there is no project too big or 

small for our team.

 P R E M I E R 
K I T C H E N S

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

www.premierkitchens.net

30  

TH

1987-2017

 P R E M I E R 
K I T C H E N S
Though we specialize in kitchens, 

our team is able to tackle any room 
you need with custom and quality 
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitchens.net
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A field of corn will be ready for the 4th.   Fresh greens tossed with oil and vinegar.

Armenian cucumbers are delicious sliced for snacks or salads.     Photos Cynthia Brian

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for July
FIGHT fleas and ticks organically with DEET-free Yard Guard 
Cedar spray. These blood-sucking pests carry multiple diseases 
for humans and pets. Use coupon code SUMMER18 and save 10 
percent off your order at www.NaturesLawn.com!

BE SAFE on the Fourth of July. Only 295 communities throughout 
California allow for the “safe and sane” use of individual fireworks.  
For more information visit: http://ca-fireworks.presskit247.com/.

WATER your orchids with an ice cube weekly. This is a simple 
way to monitor the moisture and keep your orchids hydrated and 
healthy.

BUY-A-ROCKET to support the Fourth of July fireworks in 
Moraga: https://secure.rec1.com/CA/moraga-parks-recreation/
catalog/index?search=rocket.

MOW lawns more frequently, cutting no more than one-third of 
the grass height at each mowing to keep your lawns healthy. Water 
deeply and infrequently!

HARVEST plums and apricots. Pick up fallen fruit to prevent 
disease to the trees.

FIRE up the barbecue to grill your favorite veggies and sweet stone 
fruits. 

PLANT squash now to use their blossoms for cooking in 30 to 40 
days. Sowing okra, dill and cilantro will add to your garden’s bounty 
later in the summer.

ENJOY containers or pathways of citronella geraniums, also called 
the Mosquito Plant or Pelargonium citrosum, in areas where 
you walk. The citrusy scent is pleasant when brushed up against, 
however, despite mass perception, my experience informs me that 
this plant, which does not contain citronella, does not deter the 
pesky biters. Empty all vessels with standing water daily to avoid an 
aquatic mosquito-breeding field.  Turn on a fan and light a citronel-
la candela.

 Be grateful that we live in this beautiful land of spacious skies, 
fruited plains and purple mountain majesties. Proud to be an Amer-
ican! 
 Celebrate with glee our Independence this Fourth of July.  Hur-
ray, it is summer!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards 
of Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor, 
radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the 
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3. 
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of the new book, Growing with the Goddess 
Gardener, at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. 
Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Cynthia Brian is proud to be an American.

Cynthia Brian’s new favorite deer resistant annual, Godetia sits amongst the 
carpet roses.

Summer Rose Care Workshop
Saturday, July 14, 10 AM

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains
Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts

Jewelry • Landscape Consultation

email:shawn@dandnconst.com



ORINDA

36 Dolores Way
Classic Orinda in pastoral setting 
near Del Rey Elementary. Enjoy as 
is or expand on the .46 acre lot.

OR INDA ORINDA

20 Valley View Drive
One of Orinda’s most charming 
and distinctive homes set on a 
premier parcel.

57 Heather Lane
Beautifully updated single level 3 
Bed/2 Bath Glorietta home with 
views! Great indoor/outdoor living.

222 Moraga Way
Private Resort Retreat! 1+ acre 
parcel w/ two lots. Beautifully 
updated single level home.

$1,350,000 $1,395,000

$2,395,000

86 Meadow View Road
Gorgeous in Glorietta! 5 Bed/3 
Bath/3248 sq.ft. Stunning yard with 
pool & fabulous floorplan.

$2,150,000 

$3,995,000

The Village 
Associates: 
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore

Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans

Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Layng

Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
                 Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on                                       Sunday Open Homes 

42 Los Altos Road
Orinda’s most spectacular setting: 
4+ acre private estate - restore mid 
century home or build your dream!

$1,895,000

$1,150,000

4030 Happy Valley Road
Elegant Country Living! Beautifully 
+/-4128 SqFt appointed home with 
gorgeous grounds.

420 Acalanes Road
One-of-a-kind updated property 
w/stunning architectural character.    
5 Beds/4+ Baths/ 5883 SqFt. 

$3,750,000 $2,995,000

54 La Campana Road
Designed w/ excellence by SF 
architecture firm Tecta Assoc. 5 
Bed/5.5 Bath/3420 sq.ft./pool.

$2,795,000

147 Camino Don Miguel
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on 
special OCC view knoll. 3223 sq.ft. 
of charming living spaces.

489 Tahos Road
Orinda splendor! 4 Bed/3 Bath/2440 
sq.ft. Mt. Diablo views, flat yard, 
sparkling pool, and artist’s cottage.

$1,850,000

$1,595,000

New Listing

ORINDA

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

ORINDA ORINDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

LAMORINDA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE F IRM

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

instagram.com/VillageAssociates 

twitter.com/villageassoc 

License #01301392

New Listing

New Price

New Listing New Listing

New Listing New Listing

15 Orinda View Road
Spectacular view setting! 
Sophisticated yet comfortable 
family living.




