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Moraga Auto Row may be on its way out of town
By Nick Marnell

Moraga residents who want to purchase a used car can
wade through social media postings, click on automobile
websites like AutoTrader or stop along the west side of
Moraga Way between School Street and Viader Way and
literally kick the tires of a handful of cars for sale. 

At any given time, three to five cars are parked along
the artery, many featuring window signage that includes
sales data like year, mileage and asking price. The
practice has been going on for as long town officials can
remember.

Things may be about to change.

Town officials took a drive along Moraga Way in early
September and determined that the auto row clearly
violated the town's municipal code, which states that "no
operator of a vehicle may park the vehicle upon a street

for the principal purpose of advertising or displaying it for sale unless authorized by resolution of the town
council."

According to Town Manager Cynthia Battenberg, the town is in the process of issuing warning notices and
having them placed on the vehicle windshields in an effort to educate the owners prior to citing them for a
violation. 

"We're not looking to generate revenue through this," said Police Chief Jon King. Rather, the chief pointed
out the problems the auto row may cause, such as preventing those who have a legitimate need for the
parking spots from using them, or crimes such as break-ins and auto theft. The auto row is across the street
from the Moraga Safeway, where an armed robbery occurred in January. 

"You don't want your streets looking like a used car lot," added King, who said that the town is working with
legal counsel on the exact wording of the ordinance to make sure it is specific enough as to exact locations.

Larry Yu of Moraga parked his 2003 Mercedes Benz on the lot for five days and said he had about three
responses. He said he would not be particularly upset if the town halts the unofficial auto sales program. "I'll
just take the car home. Maybe I'll buy an ad in the newspaper," Yu said.

Now there's an advertising strategy whose comeback is long overdue.

Reach the reporter at: nick@lamorindaweekly.com
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