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Teacher and volunteer Toris Jaeger works with students Jonah Imberg and Ryan Stemmler at the Wagner Ranch Nature Area in Orinda.

Photo Sora O’Doherty

An asset for 40 years at Wagner Ranch Nature Area
S
By Sora O’Doherty

ometimes in the midst of life, we need to say to someone, “Wow. You are doing a fantastic job!” Not when
they leave or retire, but right in the middle of their career. Thus, Toris Jaeger was honored at a dinner on Sept. 29
in the Orinda Community Center celebrating her 40 years of
service to the Orinda community as a teacher and volunteer at
the Wagner Ranch Nature Area, where she’ll be taking part in
the ninth annual Olive Festival on Sunday, Oct. 14. More than
10,000 Orinda children have experienced the hands-on environmental education and social studies programs led by Jaeger
since 1978 – and she doesn’t plan on stopping any time soon.
Teaching wasn’t Jaeger’s first career choice. She thought
maybe she’d be an anthropologist, an archeologist or a veterinarian. But she wound up taking a teaching credential in Ken-

tucky, where she went into teaching K through 8 in Leitchfield.
Later she moved to Missouri, then to Minnesota, finally moving to California in 1972, where she continued to teach for four
years. Jaeger loved teaching, but she didn’t enjoy being inside.
Moreover, subjects were taught separately and she wanted to
connect things, to make them meaningful. By 1976, Jaeger decided to get out of classroom.
Jaeger found a master’s program at Cal State Hayward,
and signed up for her master’s in environmental education. In
1978, she heard of a job opening at the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area in Orinda. The rest, as they say, is history.
Her goal is to keep the curriculum standards-based, she
says. “The core curriculum is trying to accomplish what we’ve
been doing for 40 years: more hands-on teaching of the history

of the cultures and their contribution to California history.”
She teaches children about the plants and animals, her curriculum evolves every year, and she personally tries to stay current.
The nature area currently operates with a staff of four
people, in addition to Jaeger, who teaches every day. The
other staff share days. The staff changes, she says. The young
ones need to find a full-time job. The ones who stay longer are usually retired or have the knowledge and experience
and don’t need the money. The Friends of the Wagner Ranch
have paid the staff a stipend since 2009 and money raised at
the Friends’ Olive Festival pays Jaeger and the staff. Jaeger
says she is 75 percent volunteer, 25 percent paid. But now the
school board is looking at funding the programs again.
... continued on Page A14
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Longtime Lafayette city manager resigns
By Nick Marnell

City Manager Steve Falk reads his resignation letter at the Sept. 24 city council meeting.

n a stunning statement at the Sept. 24 Lafayette City
Council meeting, City Manager Steve Falk announced
that he will depart at the end of the year.
“This afternoon, I have sent a letter to the city council
with my resignation,” Falk told the Community Hall audience. “It has been the great privilege of my professional career to serve Lafayette for 28 years, and I am proud of our
many accomplishments on behalf of this splendid city. Our
residents are engaged; the city council is a model of civility;
and the professional staff is brilliant in every way.”
An emotional Falk stopped to regroup for a few seconds
before he continued. “The time has come, however, for La-

I

Civic News

A1-A14 Life in Lamorinda

SMC
exhibit
features art
as visual
Fire Districts
A8 literature –
Page B1.
MOFD tentative labor
agreement – Page A8.
Rheem sinkhole
reimbursement received
– Page A5.

Photo provided

fayette to hear a new voice from the city manager’s office
and for me to discover my unexplored potential. I hereby
resign the position of Lafayette City Manager, effective at
the New Year. In the meantime, I will assist the organization
in every way as it makes the transition to a new city manager. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve this
extraordinary community for so many years. I will always
Love Lafayette!”
In his letter to the council, Falk elaborated on his reasons
for resigning.
“All cities – even small ones – have a responsibility to
address the most significant challenges of our time: climate
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change, income inequality, and housing affordability. I believe that adding multifamily housing at the BART station is
the best way for Lafayette to do its part, and it has therefore
become increasingly difficult for me to support, advocate
for, or implement policies that would thwart transit density.
My conscience won’t allow it.
“Meanwhile, in recent years, I helped craft proposals to
make Lafayette the very best version of itself. One effort was
Measure C, which would have acquired at-risk wild spaces,
doubled police patrols, created a downtown park, added new
public parking, and restored the historic Park Theater. Another was Measure L, which would have reasonably allowed
middle-income development along Deer Hill Road while delivering significant new recreation facilities to the community
and avoiding expensive litigation. Local voters rejected both
of those measures by wide margins.
“Elections have consequences, and one is that Lafayette
residents deserve a city manager who is better aligned with
their priorities,” Falk wrote.
The city plans to hold a retirement party Nov. 27 at the
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Center for Falk and other retiring city officials. As of late September, the city had not decided on a process for recruiting and hiring Falk’s successor.
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THE DANA GREEN TEAM Proudly Presents
Just Listed | Unrivaled New Construction in Hidden Valley | Open Sun 1-4

116 WILDERNESS LANE, LAFAYETTE

Public Meetings
City Council

5622± SQ. FT. MAIN + GUEST HOUSE ON 2.08± ACRE LOT

Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.

Offered At $4,395,000

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

116WildernessLane.com

115 WILDERNESS LANE, LAFAYETTE

4351± SQ. FT. HOUSE ON .60± ACRE LOT
Offered At $3,699,000

115WildernessLane.com

CALL ME FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO VIEW THESE EXCITING NEW LISTINGS!

Planning Commission
Monday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.

L A F AY E T T E ’ S # 1 R E A LT O R F O R 1 0 S T R A I G H T Y E A R S !

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

925.339.1918 |LICENSE # 01482454

DA N AGRE E N T E A M.COM

Design Review
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

City settles with Save Lafayette for $650K to cover legal fees
By Nick Marnell
n a settlement agreement approved by the city council,
Lafayette agreed to pay $650,000
in legal fees to the attorney representing Save Lafayette, a nonprofit that supports slow growth
and the preservation of the city’s
semirural character. The settlement capped a legal fight over the
Deer Hill Road housing development that has gone on for years.
To facilitate the Deer Hill development with the O’Brien Land
Company, the city passed an ordinance in 2015 changing the
parcel zoning designation from
office buildings and administra-

I

tive to allow the construction of
44 single-family homes. Save
Lafayette filed a referendum petition challenging the ordinance,
but the city refused to repeal the
ordinance or put it up to popular
vote. The nonprofit sued the city,
lost, then won on appeal, and Lafayette placed the Homes at Deer
Hill referendum on the ballot in
June. Voters rejected the ordinance.
The court set a November date
for a hearing on the resolution of
a claim by Save Lafayette for its
legal fees, but the city agreed to
settle on Sept. 10.

“We were fighting for the
public’s right to vote,” said Michael Griffiths, spokesman for
Save Lafayette. “The city’s goal
was to deny the right to vote, and
we knew they would lose.”
Lafayette Mayor Don Tatzin
said the city did not put the moratorium on the ballot immediately
because it relied on case law that
had been overturned. “Because
Save Lafayette won, we had to
make the payment,” Tatzin said.
Typically, when a municipality approves a project like the
Homes at Deer Hill, the applicant
indemnifies the municipality re-

garding the costs of litigation or
referendums related to the project. Per the settlement agreement,
O’Brien was required to indemnify Lafayette for the expenses,
costs and fees the city incurred in
the lawsuit.
According to Jennifer Wakeman, Lafayette financial services manager, the city received
a $650,000 check from O’Brien
on Sept. 19, and the city paid that
same amount to the Save Lafayette attorney, Gary Garfinkle, the
next day.

Hardware problems delay major intersection technology upgrade
By Nick Marnell
ignaling improvements to the
major Lafayette intersection
that everyone loves to hate have
been pushed back indefinitely until
the city receives and calibrates the
proper hardware from an outside
vendor.
In May, the city council reaffirmed support for the Downtown
Congestion Reduction Plan strategy to test a second northbound
right-turn lane at the intersection of

S

Moraga Road and Mt. Diablo Boulevard, and also authorized signal
technology upgrades at that intersection and the First Street - Mt.
Diablo Boulevard intersection. The
project was expected to be completed in early August.
But the city ran into problems
with its hardware vendor, Western
Pacific Signal of San Leandro. The
company agreed to provide the
project hardware to the city within

two weeks under terms of a $59,400
professional services agreement
executed on July 9. Blaming complications with one of its suppliers,
Western did not deliver the hardware until Aug. 24. The city tested
the equipment and found that its installed computer chips were out of
date.
The city sent a letter to Western
Pacific demanding that the company correct the traffic signal control-

ler and computer processing unit
issues. Western offered to send new
hardware to the city, but according
to James Hinkamp, city transportation planner, no tangible product
exchange or transaction has taken
place since a Sept. 25 conversation
with the company.
“While we are hopeful this accelerates the project implementation from this day forward, we cannot provide a specific timeline until

we can calibrate the new equipment,” Hinkamp said, because
even when the order is finally delivered, the city will have to verify
the specifications for system compatibility.
Until then, a right turn onto Mt.
Diablo Boulevard from northbound
Moraga Road can be navigated
from only the far right hand lane.

A quick Q&A with County Superintendent of Schools candidates
By John T. Miller

Lynn Mackey

Photos provided

amorinda Weekly reached out
to Lynn Mackey and Cheryl
Hansen, who will be facing each
other in the upcoming Nov. 6 election for County Superintendent of
Schools, about various topics involving education.
LW: What are you most
proud of as an educator?
Mackey: I am proud of the
work I have done to help students
in our County get back on track, return to their district school, receive
diplomas, enter college, and start
careers. In my role at the County
Office, I have developed partnerships with educational agencies
such as the Community College
District and community based organizations to bring services to
students throughout the county. I
am proud of my work, when, former students who had been unsuccessful in their district school and
ended up in juvenile hall, say to me
“Do you remember me? You were
my principal and you helped me get
my diploma.”
Hansen: I am proud of my
contributions and dedication to the
success of all students, from the
most fragile to the most independent, in my roles as educator, from
classroom teacher, to principal, to
County Office of Education administrator to School Board President.
As a three-time MDUSD Board
President, I provided leadership
changing the district culture to a

L

Cheryl Hansen

positive, forward thinking organization that attracts and supports the
best staff, where students receive a
comprehensive education preparing them for college and careers.
I helped improve employee salaries and benefits, lifting MDUSD
to one of the top three districts in
Contra Costa, while maintaining a
balanced budget.
As a County Office administrator, I developed and led credentialing and leadership training for over
1,700 administrators throughout
the county and state, and provided
professional development to our
county’s special education teachers to increase support for students
with special needs.
As principal, I opened and led a
new comprehensive high school in
Fairfield-Suisun now serving more
than 2,000 students.
LW: What are your qualifications?
Hansen: I am the only candidate with a breadth of authentic
eperience and proven leadership,
from classroom teacher, to principal, to CCCOE administrator to
school board president.
I have firsthand knowledge
gained from 10 years as an administrator with the CCCOE, and have
a deep understanding of districts,
having served as vice principal,
assistant principal and principal in
three diverse K-12 districts. My
experience has earned me the trust

and respect of educators throughout the county.
As a current MDUSD board
trustee, my record of organizational change, educational advocacy,
governance expertise, and development of community partnerships
makes me uniquely qualified to
lead the CCCOE forward.
Mackey: As deputy superintendent I have a deep understanding of the role and responsibility
of the superintendent. In addition
to being a school administrator in
Alameda County, I have worked at
every level of the Office of Education over the past 21 years. My
long tenure at the County Office is
a result of the quality of my work. I
have been consistently selected for
steady promotion from classroom
teacher, to principal, and director

of large departments, before being
appointed deputy superintendent. I
have worked in departments from
early education to adult education
and everything in between. I am active on local and state levels in the
work of statewide County Offices
of Education, and have sat on a
number of boards and committees.
I have the experience to keep continuity, and the passion and enthusiasm to effect change that will lead
to the future.
LW: What do you see as
problems facing Contra Costa
County Schools and how do you
propose to fix them?
Mackey: One of the top concerns is the financial health of the
districts, with rising costs and flat
funding. Many districts struggle
to keep their most promising pro-

grams.
Although the issue of
funding is not one that the County
Superintendent can “fix” unilaterally, I will ensure our agency works
collaboratively with every district
in the county to ensure their fiscal
health. I am committed to providing high quality and cost effective
services. I will continue to advocate for adequate funding for all of
our classrooms.
Another area of concern across
all districts is balancing the socialemotional learning of students with
academic achievement. I will support our districts and the County
Office programs by ensuring social
emotional learning is given a high
level of support through the county
office, focusing on the whole student.
... continued on next page

INTRODUCING
84 EL GAVILAN ROAD,
ORINDA!
Tucked away behind a private
gate is one of Orinda’s hidden
gems, available for the ﬁrst
me in over 45 years! Two
parcels combine to create a
0.5+ acre retreat featuring
outstanding views, fabulous
level grounds and wonderful
privacy.
3+bedrooms | 2 bathrooms
3152± square feet plus
detached guesthouse/cabana
Call now for a private
showing!
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City to name LLLC
Community Hall after Don
Tatzin
By Nick Marnell

27 Harrington Road, Moraga
pnTsŚ ol_tpdTKOŚà BŚàİæøKds

Don Tatzin observes from the audience as city council approves
Community Hall renaming.
Photo provided
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master suite, solar and more. Lovely grounds for entertaining! | Open Sunday 1-4pm.

pon the recommendation of
the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation and
the endorsement of the Lafayette
Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission, the Lafayette City Council
Sept. 24 approved the naming of
the LLLC Community Hall in honor of outgoing Mayor and Council
Member Don Tatzin.
The process began with an August letter from Foundation President Victoria DeMoss requesting
that the building be renamed to
honor Tatzin for his accomplishments on behalf of the city. “Don
has had a hand in every significant
project that the city has completed
over the last three decades,” DeMoss wrote. She went on to point out
what she termed Tatzin’s greatest
accomplishment: being the financial architect behind the $50 million Lafayette Library and Learning Center. “It is therefore fitting
that the Community Hall, where
Don has devoted so many hours
and which would not exist but for
his efforts, be renamed to honor his
service to the community,” DeMoss concluded.
On Sept. 12, the Parks, Trails
and Recreation Commission board

www.27HarringtonRd.com

Lafayette Moraga Orinda

925 254-3030
www.Orinda.com
Cal BRE 1221247
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

No election for the Lafayette
School District board

Price Gallegos
Proudly Presents
AC
T
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til the next election a year ago following the mid-term resignation of
Mark Kindhouse.
Suzy Pak will take the two-year
remainder of Kindhouse’s term,
which, together with that of current
board member Meredith Meade,
will expire in 2020.
Stepping down from the board
this November are David Gerson
and Teresa Gerringer.

AC
T

his year will see no race for
Lafayette School District governing board members as the four
candidates take the four open spots
on the board with no contest.
In November Jean Follmer will
step back onto the board after taking a break for a few years. She
will be joined in a four-year term
by newcomer to the board Kenny
Tuckerman, and by Rob Sturm who
was appointed to the board only un-

E

By Pippa Fisher

T

$1,995,000

E

agreed and voted to endorse the
foundation’s recommendation, and
the city council adopted the resolution renaming the building the Don
Tatzin Community Hall.
Teresa Gerringer was a charter
member of the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center Foundation.
She explained that the original
thoughts of the foundation were
to not offer to sell naming rights
to the building unless someone
came up with an enormous amount
of money. “We wanted to leave it
very much about the community,”
Gerringer said. But she told the
council that she could not be more
in support of naming the Hall after
Tatzin. “And I know that the community supports this decision,” she
said.
“I’m pleased to accept this even
though I’m not the most worthy
person in this community to get this
award,” Tatzin told the audience.
“I’m not even the most worthy person in this room to get this award.”
The naming ceremony for the
Don Tatzin Community Hall will
be held later this year, concurrent
with Tatzin’s retirement celebration
from the city council.
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County Superintendent of
Schools candidates
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accountability as any other. “Forprofit” charters use discriminatory
admission practices, lack of innovative programs, questionable
achievement data, high staff turnover, lack of financial transparency
and fiscal accountability, and questionable governance practices.
Authorizing agencies such as
the CCCOE must be proactive
in their oversight, advocacy, and
protection of students’ educational
rights and welfare.
Mackey:
Charter schools
should be held to the same level
of accountably and transparency
as traditional public schools and
that academic and behavioral expectations should be held to a high
standard. There are good charters
and struggling charters. Issues
facing some of our communities
around charter schools need to be
addressed at a state level to tighten
the approval process and ensure
that it happens on the local level
with local involvement. As Superintendent, I will ensure the charter
schools that have been approved
by the County Board and receive
thorough and transparent oversight
while also receiving the support
they need to ensure success for
their students.

&D

Hansen: One of the largest
concerns is the lack of service and
support for our 18 districts. The
current management has narrowed
its role to basic bureaucratic duties and has eliminated support
services, student programs, and
professional development. As Superintendent, I will provide new
leadership. Change must begin at
the top. My leadership and record
of accomplishment will bring much
needed credibility, new energy, and
vision to our County Office of Education.
LW: Finally, what is your position on charter schools?
Hansen: Charter schools began with the goal of offering public
school choice, letting student and
parents choose a school setting or
instructional program that could
address their learning needs. These
charters share the goal of providing
the best education possible for students.
Unfortunately, there has been
an increase of “for profit” charters
run by noneducators whose primary focus is not on educating, but
using the system to exploit funding
streams. These “for-profit” charters
do not understand they are public
schools and subject to the same

K&

... continued from Page A2
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Let us help you make the right move.
Call us today!
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925.997.6808 | 415.606.2047
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JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...
4 LEEWARD GLEN ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOUTHWESTERN OASIS
Enjoy fantastic views and sunsets from this one-ofa-kind Santa Fe-style 4BR/2.5BA 3945 sf home on
a private 2.2 acre lot in the hills of Lafayette’s Burton
Valley. Magnificent slate tile foyer with wooden beams,
updated kitchen, luxurious master suite, and spacious
living room/dining room with unique stone fireplace.
Low maintenance yard with hot tub, water fountain
feature, and outdoor decks. Solar power, too!

Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Contact Jim Colhoun for additional details or to
schedule a private showing. Offered at $1,995,000

925.200.2795
DRE# 01029160
jim@apr.com
jimcolhoun.com
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN

Planning Commission
Monday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga community groups sponsor mayoral candidates forum
By Vera Kochan

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Photo Vera Kochan

reserve Lamorinda Open Space,
Viva Moraga, We WILL and
Safe Moraga facilitated a standingroom-only city council candidates
forum – with audience members
ranging in age from toddler to retiree – at the Moraga Library Sept.
17. The three candidates running
to fill two positions on the Moraga
Town Council are incumbent Dave

P

Trotter, Mike McCluer and Steve
Woehleke.
The interest shown by the size
of the crowd mirrored Ana Moon of
Safe Moraga’s thoughts: “It’s often
difficult to differentiate candidate’s
positions just by looking at their
websites or reading campaign mailers.”
Each sponsor hoped the forum

would enlighten voters regarding
some of the key issues facing Moragans in the coming months. Viva
Moraga’ s Stephanie Gray expects
the town leaders to help attract new
retail to the area. Darlene Bennett
of We WILL, felt it was important
to promote public art and creativity. Her organization “would like
to hear how the candidates think
they can support these goals as we
find creative ways to express the
town’s welcoming personality.”
Co-founder of Safe Moraga, Allison
Anderman, stated that she was “excited for the opportunity to hear the
candidates’ views on how Moraga
can continue to be courageous and
proactive on gun safety.” Finally,
Suzanne Jones, founder of PLOS
believed the forum would “allow
voters to learn about the candidates’
positions on open space develop-

ment.”
The proceedings began with
moderator, Kathryn Oehlschlager,
explaining the forum rules. Each
candidate was allowed two minutes for an opening statement, one
minute 30 seconds to answer each
question and two minutes for a closing statement. They drew straws to
determine who would go first and
in what order. The questions were
provided by each of the sponsoring
groups.
When candidates were asked
what they thought it will take to
move the Moraga Specific Town
Center Plan forward in real and
actionable ways in the next 12
months, Trotter said he supports
getting empty retail spaces filled
quickly, especially the soon to be
empty OSH building.
... continued on Page A11

year Dave may not be here. I won’t
be here. We could have three new
people.” Trotter is running for reelection, and Onoda said she would
not run.
The mayor had asked Sos if the
town has the right to reasonably regulate development, and she said that
it did. Trotter wrapped up the discussion by stressing that the coun-

unanimously. She will be sworn in
at the beginning of the Oct. 10 town
council meeting; her term runs until
December 2020.
“I feel privileged and flattered
to have the opportunity to carry on
Jeanette’s legacy,” Sos said after the
meeting. “This town has given me
and my family so much, and I look
forward to giving back.”

HARDWOODS
Council fills Jeanette Fritzky’s vacant seat with
CARPETS
commercial litigator
RUGS
By Nick Marnell
open session interviews were con- Wykle agreed and said that Sos cil needs someone, like Sos, who
LINOLEUM
understands land use and developducted on Sept. 25 and 26, three ap- would carry on Fritky’s legacy.
Vice Mayor Teresa Onoda fo- ment. “I give the nod to Renata,”
plicants dropped out, including two
TILE
who regularly criticized the town’s cused on the council succession he said. “We need to hit the ground
failed stormwater fee measure on plan. “We need someone with expe- running.”
LAMINATE
Sos’ appointment was approved
social media. The eight candidates rience in the town,” she said. “Next
FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

Renata Sos

Photo provided

he Moraga Town Council Sept.
26 appointed lawyer and former
planning commissioner Renata Sos
to fill the vacancy created by the July
resignation of Council Member Jeanette Fritzky, who passed away on
Sept. 28. The makeup of the council will now include three lawyers:
Mayor Dave Trotter, Council Member Kymberleigh Korpus and Sos.
Eleven candidates applied to
fill the vacancy but by the time the
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presented a wide swath of work
and life experiences, from a financial professional to a candidate with
an extensive public policy background to an advocate of a radical
(for Moraga) suggestion to populate
the town shopping center vacancies
with high tech startups. Applicants
ranged in age from the low 40s to
the mid 70s.
In the end, after very little deliberation, the council members
chose Sos, the candidate they knew
and no doubt felt the most comfortable with. “To my surprise, there is
clearly a superior candidate,” Korpus said. “Renata will do Jeanette
justice.” Council Member Roger

NEW LISTING!

The Lamorinda Weekly was saddened to hear that Jeanette Fritzky passed away on Friday, Sept. 28 from lung cancer. The Town
of Moraga will fly flags at half mast as a tribute to Jeanette and to
support her desire to bring public awareness to the heightened risk
of non-small cell lung cancer for non-smoking Asian women. https://
www.cancer.org/cancer/non-small-cell-lung-cancer/detection-diagnosis-staging/signs-symptoms.html

NEW LISTING!

454 Rheem Boulevard, Moraga | Offered at $649,000

1722 Saint Andrews Drive, Moraga | Offer at $995,000

3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1322± Square Feet

3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 2079± Square Feet

This stunning townhome has 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms,
a fabulous ﬂoor plan and is conveniently located minutes
from shopping, schools, parks and public transportation.

This gorgeous end unit townhome has 3 bedrooms and 3.5
bathrooms, a fabulous ﬂoor plan and is conveniently located on a
much sought-after cul-de-sac within the Moraga Country Club.

Home Features:
* Large Spacious Bedrooms
* Fireplace in Living Room
* Community Swimming Pool
* 2 Covered Parking Spots

Home Features:

* Kitchen with Adjoining Breakfast Nook
* Secluded Back Patio
* Inside Laundry
* Access to Top Rated Moraga Schools

* End Unit
* Secluded Back Patio + Garden
* Hardwood Flooring
* Dining Room + Vaulted Ceiling

Gary Bernie

Ken Ryerson

925 200 2222
gabernie@pacunion.com
License #: 00686144

* Bonus 3rd Bedroom with Full Bathroom
* 2-Car Garage + Additional Storage
* Updated Kitchen + High-End Appliances
* Access to Top-Rated Moraga Schools

925 878 9685
ken.ryerson@pacunioncom
License # 01866771

License #: 01418309
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Rent the Hacienda
For Your Holiday Party
Or Corporate Event
MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045 • moragahacienda.com

Bullying Prevention Month in Moraga
By Vera Kochan
ayor Dave Trotter issued a
proclamation at the Sept.
26 Moraga Town Council meeting declaring October as Bullying
Prevention Month. Bullying comes
in many forms, including physical, verbal, sexual and emotional.
Research has shown that it affects
millions of American children and
adolescents. Bullying has a wider
reach now that cell phones and the
internet are used as weapons to promote hurt and hate.
Wendell Baker, co-founder of
the Moraga iKind Project, enthusiastically accepted the proclamation. Baker and co-founder, Eric
Andresen, “were both working
with Scouts for Equality to change
the Boy Scouts policy that banned
LBGT members. When the policy
was changed to allow gay youth in
May 2013, we decided to devote
our energies to help build a better
climate for the youth in town. There
was a lot of information online suggesting community-wide bullying prevention programs and very
little on what it would look like. We
met with Bruce Burns, the Moraga
School District superintendent, and
the three of us decided we’d start a
community-wide program and see
what works.”
The local iKind program started at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
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School. Baker’s community-wide
program decided to use the same
name and became the Moraga
iKind Project, which still works
closely with the iKind committee at
JM, as well as with groups at Campolindo High School, the Acalanes
Union High School District, and
other local organizations.
“The vision of the Moraga
iKind Project is to promote civility
and compassion in our community.
Our mission is to promote kindness
and courtesy, to foster courage and
bravery, based on the belief that
empathy and inclusion constitute
the foundation on which community is built,” Baker said.
The Moraga Chamber of Commerce and town businesses are
also encouraged to take the iKind
pledge to promote and value kindness; treat all people with respect;
show compassion and honesty;
demonstrate courage. By becoming a “supporter,” iKind will supply
free banners and window decals.
They will also provide free wristbands and refrigerator magnets for
businesses to give away to employees and customers.
JM’s iKind committee chose
Stay KINecteD as this year’s
theme. By combining “KIND” and
“Connected,” they remind everyone of the importance to support

their efforts. The Committee includes Leadership and SMILE club
students, teachers, staff and adult
volunteers.
The C.A.R.E. Program (Compassion, Acceptance, Respect,
Equality), was developed by the Diversity Committee of the Acalanes
Union High School District. Baker
states that “the four high schools
use the C.A.R.E. Program, so we
decided we’ d use it as a basis for
programs in the elementary and
middle schools so that there is
consistent messaging. We’ve also
promoted the idea that high school
students should help with C.A.R.E
programs at the middle school and
middle schoolers should help with
C.A.R.E. programs at the elementary schools.”
A free movie event is being
sponsored by Moraga iKind and
Stay KINecteD at the Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Theater.
“Race To Nowhere” is a PG-13
documentary exploring the tragic
side of our achievement-obsessed
society in regards to our children.
The film screening will be at 7
p.m. Nov. 7, followed by a student
discussion panel and ice cream.
The event is free, but you must
RSVP at www.moragaikind.org.

Update for Rheem Sinkhole
and Temporary Canyon
Bridge Reimbursement
By Vera Kochan
ynthia Battenberg, Moraga
town manager, confirmed the
reimbursement of $1.5 million toward the Rheem Boulevard Sinkhole Project. The payment from the
Federal Highway Administration
“has fully repaid the Palos Colorados Account, as well as, replenished $1.4 million to the town’ s
General Fund,” she says. With a
remaining $115,000 yet to be received, it brings the reimbursement
up to 88.8 percent of costs.
Edric Kwan, Moraga’s public
works director, and his team are
handling the reimbursement for the
Canyon Road Temporary Bridge
Project. Kwan says, “We’ve basically got an IOU from the federal
government.” His department is
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in the process of submitting a reimbursement package request to
Cal Trans and are working closely
with state officials to dot all of the
“i”s and cross all of the “t’’s. “The
original budget has gone through
changes during the course of installing the temporary bridge. We
want to fine tune our package to
prevent additional reimbursement
delays.”
Construction of the new Canyon Road Bridge is scheduled
for 2019 and 2020. The two-year
process is necessary when dealing
with this type of structure. In order
not to completely close the bridge
to traffic, construction crews must
work on one lane at a time.

Moraga Citizens Network hosts
Candidates Night, Oct. 3
Residents will have another opportunity to hear from Moraga Town
Council candidates at Candidates Night, sponsored by the Moraga
Citizens Network from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 3 at the Holy
Trinity Serbian Church, 1700 School Street in Moraga. Audience
members can bring questions. The event is free.

THE ADDRESS IS MORINDA
THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

ORINDA $3,395,000

MORAGA $2,295,000

FAYETTE $1,995,000

30 Charles Hill Circle | 5bd/4ba
Carolin Busch | 925.402.4844
License # 01954984

75 Jean Court | 4bd/3.5ba
Lucasey-Ridout Team | 925.324.0299
License # 01990251 | 01990249

4 Leeward Glen Road | 4bd/2.5ba
Jim Colhoun | 925.200.2795
License # 01029160

MORAGA $1,490,000

MORAGA $889,000

ORINDA $749,000

1084 Bollinger Canyon Road | 4bd/2.5ba
Shirley Sutton | 925.285.6555
License # 00612563

148 Via Joaquin | 3bd/3ba
Alan Marks | 925.899.9000
License # 01160227

9 Birch Court | 2bd/2ba
Shirley Sutton | 925.285.6555
License # 00612563

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area
Including Orinda 925.258.1111
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

Page: A6

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018

Lana Fitzpatrick
Top 100 Northern California
925.872.4660
Lana@lanafitzpatrick.com

Orinda

www.lanafitzpatrick.com

Public Meetings
City Council

Cal DRE#01805218

Tuesday, Oct. 16, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

By your side every step of the way
©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell
Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Owner hopes for quick sale of Orinda eyesore

Citizens’ Infrastructure
Oversight Commission

By Sora O’Doherty

Wednesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.

ollowing a rather long and difficult path, the property at 6
Linda Vista in Orinda may soon be
sold as a teardown. Built in 1939,
the small two-story cottage occupied a wooded, nonconforming lot
in the Orinda hills, on a little over a
quarter of an acre. The home was
occupied for many years by one
owner, who passed away at the age
of 93 in 2012. His estate sold the
property to a local builder, Brian
Purcell, who tried to redevelop the
property with a large residence for
his own family, but was faced with
resistance from some of the neighbors, who objected to the plans.

F

Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District

Monday, Oct. 8, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Upcoming EFO fundraising
Read-A-Thon
By Sora O’Doherty
elebrate literacy with Orinda’s
first-ever all ages Read-AThon from Oct. 6-12. Sponsored
by the Educational Foundation of
Orinda and The Friends of the Orinda Library, the event is a fundraiser
for the library as well as Orinda
school libraries. Participants are
asked to find sponsors who agree
to donate for each minute read.
There will be a variety of prizes
for most minutes read and most
money raised. Prizes range from
gift cards to the Friends Bookstore
to a hosted pool/pizza party for the
children or for the adults a hosted
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wine and dine dinner party with a
famous local author. There will be
special recognition for participants
who spend time reading to others
in the Orinda community, for example those in senior homes.
All participants must meet the
Oct. 15 deadline – either online or
by turning in their hard copy logs
at the Orinda Library. All results
received by Oct. 15 will be eligible
for the awards ceremony later that
week. For more information, visit
the Orinda library or the website:
https://99pledges.com/fund/readorinda.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Purcell says that even though other
neighbors welcomed his plan, he
did not submit the plan to the city
for approval, owing to the resistance he had met. Instead Purcell
sold it to a woman who thought she
could redevelop it for sale.
The new owner, Anna Siu, began on a renovation, but had many
problems. The building was taken
down to the beams, and, as work
failed to progress, the property
fell into disrepair. The Linda Vista
neighbors filed a petition with the
city in April 2016, seeking redress
for the public nuisance. Siu defaulted on her loan at the end of 2017
and the property was repossessed by
Crosswind Venture Fund LP.
The property went to auction
in January 2018, with a listed price
of $947,500, but failed to sell. According to neighbor Susan Lucier,
the spokesperson for the Linda
Vista neighbors, there is currently
a $1.4 million lien on the property,
far in excess of the $759,145 current assessed value of the property.
The house sits now in a boarded
up condition, a dangerous eyesore
cordoned off by the city with chain
link fence. Orinda has responded to
requests from the neighborhood to
address potential fire danger at the
property.
Drummond Buckley, Orinda’s
planning director, summarized
the history of 6 Linda Vista. “For
a long time it was an ‘active’ construction site, although the construction was taking place very
slowly. More recently the construction site was abandoned and
the property changed hands. The

Purcell design rendering

Current status

new owners boarded up the unfinished structure as part of a nuisance
abatement code enforcement case
by the city. However they never
got the required ‘board up permit’
from the County. We re-opened the
case recently when we learned that
neighbors are still very concerned.”
The neighbors have filed complaints with the County Building
Department, alleging that there are
code enforcement issues with the
property. The Lamorinda Weekly
contacted the current owner and
spoke with Doug Cochrane, VP

Image provided

Photo Sora O’Doherty

of loan production at Crosswind
Financial. “Our goal is to sell the
property,” he said. “We are currently interviewing local realtors with
expertise in lot sales, who know the
market,” he added. Cochrane expects that the property will be listed
with a local realtor in the near future, probably as a teardown. “I’m
not sure if we’ll have to take a loss
on it,” he said. “We’ve looked
at a lot of different options, and
hopefully we can get this resolved
soon.”

City Council pauses to consider action on trail easement and closure
By Sora O’Doherty
t was a packed house at the Sept.
17 Orinda City Council meeting, due to a controversy regarding
a 10-foot-wide trail easement that
runs across the parcel that is now
53 Rheem Blvd., providing a trail
connection from Rheem Boulevard
to Parkway Court. Letters received
by neighbors in the area described
the trail as having been used by
children to walk to Glorietta Elementary School, as well as by
neighbors and the general public,
for more than 25 years.
A public trail easement was
offered to the city in 2010 by the
prior property owner, but on the
recorded subdivision map, the city
formally accepted the parcel map
but rejected the offer of dedication
of the trail easement. According to
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the current owner of 53 Rheem,
this, in effect, made the easement
property private.
Kent DeSpain purchased the
Rheem property in June 2015 and
he stated at a Jan. 12, 2016 design
review hearing, prior to building
their home, that he had no intention of closing the trail. In a Sept.
13 letter to the council, DeSpain
said he remembered four people
who spoke about the trail at the
January meeting. DeSpain, from
San Francisco, said it was the first
he had heard of a formal trail. “I
recall being a little taken aback,
but I quickly understood that as a
new person in town and wanting to
be a good neighbor, I said I had no
intention of closing off the trail,”
DeSpain wrote.

After moving into their home
last May, the family experienced
several incidents where people using the trail easement “have wandered into my backyard, and in
one instance a man was talking to
our two boys while we were inside
the house,” DeSpain wrote, adding
that he began a conversation with
the city in mid-August, but nothing
happened.
Other issues arose, and the
family erected a locked gate across
the pathway on Sept. 1, preventing
any public access.
At the Sept. 17 council meeting, DeSpain told the city council
that he apologized for “this colossal mess.” He said that he had been
told many times that the easement
and property was private. DeSpain

You Already Know Us …
So let us help you sell your home!
Wondering about the value & cost of STAGING your home to
sell? Our thoughts….. First of all staging is not always necessary!
If the home is empty, in most cases it should be staged because
empty rooms appear smaller & it helps prospective buyers
visualize how to use a room. Staging cannot & is not intended
to hide major defects or a home in poor condition. But it can enhance & update your home
so buyers get more excited about it & posssibly sell faster than a non-staged home. A staged
home also allows for stronger marketing materials & photography.
Staging costs are usually by the month & based on the # of rooms.
Many agents (including us) will pay a portion of staging costs.

Call us and let us give you with an updated market
valuation of your home!

Larry Duson 415-297-2680
larry.duson@dusonjoneshomes.com

Jeanne Jones 925-989-2262
jeanne.jones@dusonjoneshomes.com

submitted a 2016 email from former Orinda Assistant Planner
Daisy Allen in which she told him,
“Your concerns are valid. You cannot legally be required to keep the
trail open to the public. . . .” DeSpain said, “It’s not the fault of
this council or the current staff, and
it’s not our fault either.”
According to the staff report
from the Sept. 17 meeting, “The
owner of Parcel ‘A’ (53 Rheem
Blvd.) at the time did not challenge
longstanding public access.” Under state law, the report stated, the
offer to dedicate the trail easement
remained open and can be accepted
by the city council by resolution at
any time. DeSpain did not want the
city to accept the trail easement,
expressing concerns about public
safety as well as privacy issues.
Of the 25 residents who spoke
at the Sept. 17 council meeting, all
but three supported the easement.
Aaran Schultz, who served on the
Parks and Rec Commission, supported the easement, and Randy
Miller stressed that the planning
commission had promised to keep
the easement open and suggested
that a privacy fence would solve
the DeSpain’s desire for privacy
in their backyard. This idea was
seconded by Connie Miller, who
pointed to the easement from Martha Road to Overhill, which has
fences on either side.
Many talked about how important the trail was to them, and how
it had influenced the purchase of
their homes. Several speakers said
that they lived adjacent to the trail
and found it to be an integral part
of the neighborhood and talked
about how they enjoyed interacting

with their neighbors walking to the
path.
Of the three speakers who were
against the trail, Sally Kahn said
she has lived at 51 Rheem since
1989. There was not a path until
2010, she said, adding that she had
never been in favor of the path,
although her children did use the
path before 53 Rheem was built,
“but we were right there, she said.
“It wasn’t like we had to walk
across anybody else’s property.”
She complained that the path is
used at night, by bicycles, even
motorized scooters. Her husband,
Stuart Kahn, also opposes the trail.
Don Weston enjoyed walking
his two daughters to school on the
trail. “I’ve used it for 25 years,” he
said, “and as far as I know there
have been no incidents.” Several
parents in their letters to the council cited concerns about safe routes
to and from Glorietta with the path
closed, and how Rheem Boulevard
has no sidewalks and heavy traffic. Leeann Brady, who has multiple sclerosis and gait and balance
issues and has been walking the
easement path for 15 years, wrote
“with the trail gone I have to get
in my car to drive somewhere to
walk.”
Naomi Greenstone asked the
council to accept the easement,
noting that its use can be limited
by regulations prohibiting use at
night, or by motorized vehicles.
Dave Simon, who lives on Parkway Court on the other end of the
trail, said that he supports the easement for public safety and convenience. “Easements have a place
in our community,” he said.
... continued on page A14
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Why
Hometime
For Sale
This Fall
Makes Sense
NowListing
is aYour
great
to sell
a home!
1. Demand Remains Stable to Strong

The
local market remains very strong due to very short
2. There Is Less Competition Now
supply and high demand. There's still time this year to
3. The Market is Projected to Cool Off in 2019
take
advantage of the extremely favorable seller's market.

Find Us On

We offer both a relaxed atmosphere and
a sports bar, something for families,
couples, students and seniors. On the
menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian
specialities, from the classic bruschetta
made with melted fontina cheese and
sautéed mushrooms to mista and
arugula salads, an array of wood-fired
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of
primis and seconds. The restaurant has
full bar and a generouse wine list.

www.tavernapellegrini.com • www.pizzapellegrini.com

4. There Will Never Be a Better Time To Move Up
5. It’s
to Move
on With
Yourand
Lifepersonalized plan
Call
meTime
today
for a free
consult

that to
willfind
netout
youhow
top $tofor
Call me today
netyour
tophome!
$ for your home!

Integrity

Knowledge

Results
CalBRE#01335916

Frank Woodward
Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

ConnectOrinda launch continues downtown development effort
By Sora O’Doherty
he ConnectOrinda launch
party – intended to offer multiple efforts to get all Orindans
involved in the process of improving the downtown area, consisting
of the Village, the Theater District
(also known as Crossroads), and
the area between them, including
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the BART station – will be held
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 13 at the Library plaza. During the event, residents can participate in walking and biking tours
and will have opportunities to express their views on downtown.
Refreshments will be served and

there will be a modern-day scavenger hunt where participants will
use cell phone cameras to compete. The briefing booklet for
the project will be available, and
there will also be maps and online
surveys available to the public, including a map survey which will

allow respondents to comment on
specific areas of downtown.
The ConnectOrinda process is
working with the community to
identify streetscape and transportation projects to improve downtown Orinda. Last June, the city
council selected Eisen-Letunic to

work with city staff to manage the
streetscape master plan, later renamed ConnectOrinda. The goal
of the process is to identify projects with broad community support addressing six objectives:
... continued on Page A9

Friends of Joaquin Moraga Adobe delivers second deposit to J&J
By Sora O’Doherty
he Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe moved one step closer to ownership of the oldest surviving building in Contra Costa County
when FJMA President Kent Long
handed over a check for $25,000 to
Matt Branagh of J&J Ranch Partners
LLC on Sept. 24. The FJMA paid
the first deposit of $10,000 upon entering into the Memoranda of Agreement under which the developer
agreed to restore the building and
the Friends to purchase it and run it
for the public benefit.
The FJMA has been working for nearly 10 years to secure
the building’s future. The Moraga
Adobe is located on a hill in Orinda
above Del Rey Elementary School.
The Adobe was built by Don Joaquin Moraga, the grandson of Jose
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Joaquin Moraga, the early Spanish
explorer who founded the city of
San Jose. In 1835, Mexico granted
13,326 acres, El Rancho Laguna
de los Palos Colorados, to Joaquin
Moraga and his cousin Juan Bernal. Six years later in 1841, Joaquin
Moraga built the house, which remained in private hands until it was
purchased by J&J Ranch. The Adobe was made a historical landmark
in 1954 by the state of California.
Under the agreement with J&J,
FJMA must pay a total of $450,000
plus demonstrate an additional
$50,000 in reserves to purchase
the 1841 structure and surrounding
2 acres. The deadline to complete
the purchase is September 2021.
For the next two years, FJMA will
pay $50,000 each year, leaving a

$315,000 balance. Long says that
the group is pretty confident that
they will be able to complete the
purchase. They are currently in a
position to pay all the scheduled
deposits, and anticipate even greater contributions now that the project is truly underway.
All purchase money from
FJMA will be used to partially fund
the restoration of the Moraga Adobe; the balance of the restoration
costs will be paid by J&J Ranch.
As part of the agreement, the building will be restored to its 1848
configuration of five rooms, with
adobe walls up to three feet thick.
Later woodframe additions will be
removed, and the original 1840s
walls will be stabilized. A separate
structure with restroom facilities

Friends of the Joaqum Moraga Adobe with the presented big check
Photo Cathy Dausman

will also be built.
FJMA plans to create a museum and learning center focused on
the Rancho days of early California, including furnishings and dem-

onstrations of daily life. Historic
displays will tell the sometimes
poignant stories of families like the
Moragas, in addition to hosting rotating exhibits.

COLDWELL BANKER

Walnut Creek | $939,000
Two-story 4br/2.5ba home near Arbolado Park w/ﬂat yard, patio, lawn, pergola and rose garden plus a great location near schools and more.
Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599
kelly@kellycrawfordhomes.com | CalRE #01327015

Coldwell Banker
Creates
MORE
CONNECTIONS
Worldwide
®

With a global network of more than 92,000 agents in 3,000 ofﬁces and an online
®
presence that attracts visitors from 226 countries and territories, Coldwell Banker
brings together more home buyers and sellers worldwide.
The result? Your property will reach more agents and buyers, creating more
opportunities for a quick sale.
Get more than you expect from a real estate company. Contact the Orinda ofﬁce today.
A Real Estate Brokerage Lamorinda Can Trust.

Orinda Office 925.253.4600 | 5 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted
and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.188872SF_10/17
CalRE License #01908304.
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Jeff Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource
Super Sharp with lots of charm.
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s
ing

Beautifully remodeled 4 bedroom, 3 bath on large,
private .43 acre lot offering grass play area & Com
decks that are great for entertaining. Located in
private & convenient central Lafayette location.
“Perfect in every way”. Price upon request

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018

Rodent Proofing
Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

Virtual tour, more photos, and more at
www.3140Maryola.com

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource
(925) 683-2600

(925) 765-8700

Lynda@lyndasnell.com | Jeff@jeffsnell.com
CalBRE#00700106

Call 925-433-3988
www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

Police Departments
Fire Districts

Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

ConFire

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas.
Visit www.mofd.org

Board of Directors
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107, Administration
Building, 651 Pine St., Martinez. For
meeting times and agendas, visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

MOFD and the firefighters union come to
tentative labor agreement
By Nick Marnell
fter nearly six months of negotiations, which included
discussions with a state-appointed
mediator, the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District and Local 1230 reached a
tentative agreement on a new threeyear labor contract. The union
ratified the tentative agreement on
Sept. 18.
The term of the Memorandum
of Understanding runs from July 1,
2018 through June 30, 2021. Among
its significant provisions are salary
increases of 3 percent across the
board for years one and two and 2
percent in year three. A 2 percent
equity adjustment will also be added
to wages in the first two years, with
1 percent added in year three.
According to the district, salary

A

survey data showed firefighters,
engineers and captains were behind
the labor market in both salary and
total compensation. The purpose of
the equity adjustment increase was
to move district salaries closer in
line to salaries paid by comparable
agencies.
“We worked very long and hard
on this. We came to a pretty good
compromise,” Director Kathleen
Famulener said about the MOU.
Director Steve Anderson was
out of town when the two parties
reached the tentative agreement.
“Before I left I was very clear on
what I would accept and not accept. When I came back, the MOU
exceeded those upper limits,” Anderson said. “We need to pay our

employees and we need to pay
them well, but I have some serious
questions about the MOU. Considering our finances, we were overly
generous.”
Other board members either declined to discuss the agreement or
could not be reached for comment.
Representatives from Local 1230
also declined to comment on the
MOU.
The full cost to the district to
implement the MOU for the 201819 fiscal year comes to more than
$750,000. At the Oct. 3 district
meeting, should the agreement be
approved by the board, the district
will decide how to account for the
added expenditure in the general
fund.

MOFD open house features fire prevention
exhibits and activities
By Nick Marnell

Photo MOFD

ire prevention has everyone’s
attention, with some areas
within the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District lying in what Cal Fire calls
a Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zone. MOFD Fire Marshal Kathy
Leonard offers advice for all Lamorinda residents, whether living in
a high danger zone or not, through
this year’s Oct 7-13 Fire Prevention
Week campaign: “Look. Listen.
Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen
anywhere.”
Look for places fire could start.
Take a good look around your
home. Identify potential fire hazards and take care of them.
Listen for the sound of the
smoke alarm. You could have only
minutes to escape safely once the
smoke alarm sounds. Go to your
outside meeting place, which
should be a safe distance from the
home and where everyone should
know to meet.

F

Learn two ways out of every
room and make sure all doors and
windows leading outside open easily and are free of clutter.
“As we head into fall, we
should make sure our homes are
safer from fire risk from the inside
out,” Leonard said. She advises the
following for inside the home:
- Check and replace batteries in all
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.
- Replace furnace filters and keep
clear all combustible storage
around furnaces and water heaters.
- Know and practice your fire escape plan. Have two ways out of
your home and a meeting place for
your family.
- Check all home extinguishers and
replace if needed.
- Establish a “kid free” zone around
stoves and ovens.
- Check extension cords to make
sure the insulation has no cuts,

wear or is hot to the touch when
used. Dispose and replace all damaged extension cords. Best to plug
the appliance directly into the outlet.
- Turn off any portable heaters if
you leave the room or go to bed.
- Check the chimney damper to
make sure it is open before having
any fires in your fireplace.
Outside the home, Leonard
stresses:
- Maintain your roof, gutters, decks
and around the home free of dead
leaves and vegetation.
- Make sure your roof is clear from
overhanging tree limbs, especially
near your chimney.
- Be aware of “Red Flag” warning
days. These are weather conditions
that increase the risk of wildfire.
“As we head into fall, it is important to remember that we must
be vigilant about maintaining
our vegetation to reduce wildfire
spread risk. We have dry conditions
and any spark can easily ignite into
a fire. As the weather cools and
the days grow shorter, we spend
more time indoors, so we need to
practice fire safety inside and out,”
Leonard said.
The fire marshal encourages
all residents to come to the MOFD
fall open house at Fire Station 41
in Moraga on Oct. 6 from 8 a.m. to
noon to learn more.

By Nick Marnell
Sept. 19 Lamorinda Weekly
campaign ad for MoragaOrinda Fire District Division 1
candidate Greg Baitx stated that
he had received the endorsement
of the Moraga Town Council.
“It is not true,” Moraga
Mayor Dave Trotter said. “That
would require a properly agendized action taken by the Council
at a public meeting, which did not

happen. To my knowledge and as
a matter of policy, the Council
has never collectively endorsed
candidates for other elected positions.”
Baitx’ campaign manager Jon
Bensley said the incorrect endorsement was printed because
the campaign mistakenly heard
that members of the town council had endorsed Baitx at a public

Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Request/ Security Check
Vacation House Check
Supplemental Report
Welfare Check

event, and the campaign never
received confirmation of any
endorsement. Bensley has since
apologized to each town council
member and to Baitx’ Division 1
opponent, Nathan Bell.
“We have removed all town
council endorsement statements
from our election material and
future advertisements,” Bensley
said.

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
Sept. 9-Sept. 22
11
9
59
5
4
8
45
24
5
8
7

Vehicle violations
DUI Misdemeanor
Moraga Country Club
Excessive Speed
Donald Dr./Moraga Rd. (5)
Moraga Rd./St. Marys Rd.
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Lucas Dr./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.
Larch Ave./Wandel Dr.
Miramonte Dr./Moraga Way
Ivy Dr./Moraga Way (2)
Camino Pablo/Canyon Rd.
7-00 Block Parking Lot
Moraga Via/Ab
Draeger Dr./Moraga Rd.
Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.
Moraga Rd./Buckingham Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
St. Marys College
300 Block Donald Dr.
Reckless Driving
Rheem Buredwood Ln.
Moraga Rd./Donald Dr.
Traffic Hazard
Bollinger Canyon Rd./St. Marys Rd.
Moraga Rd./St. Marys Rd.

Other Criminal activity
Burglary
1100 Block Moraga Way
Corporal Injury Spouse
100 Block Cypress Point Way
Fraud Credit Card
400 Block Woodminster Dr.
Grand Theft
900 Block Country Club Dr.
500 Block Moraga Rd.
Misc Burglary
Not Available
Petty Theft
100 Block Miramonte Dr.
Campolindo High School
60 Block Sullivan Dr.
Vandalism
1100 Block Alta Mesa Dr.
Sanders Ranch Rd./Peralta Ct.
1500 Block Canyon Rd.
Library

Nuisance to the Community
Barking Dog
1700 Block St. Andrews Dr.
Drunk In Public
Moraga Way/School St.
Loud Music
1200 Block Rimer Dr.
100 Block Calle La Mesa
2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Party
St. Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon
Hansen Ct./Francisca Dr.
Public Assembly Check
Rancho Laguna Park
1500 Block Canyon Rd.
Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Public Nuisance
Rancho Laguna Park
10 Block Lynwood Pl.
Larch Ave./Canyon Rd.

Other

MOFD campaign ad correction

A

Moraga
Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
Sept. 11 - Sept. 24

Accident Pd Needed
St. Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon
Accident Property
Camino Pablo/Canyon Rd.
Rheem Bumoraga Rd.
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Moraga Rd./Donald Dr.
St. Marys College
Death Non Criminal
1900 Block Joseph Dr.
Mentally Ill Commit
100 Block Fairfield Pl.
Resist Delay Or Obstruct
100 Block Cypress Point Way
Threaten Exec Officer
100 Block Draeger Dr.

Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subjects
Suspicious Vehicles
Patrol Request/ Security Check
Service to Citizen
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check

51
8
77
7
6
5
29
53
22
22
8

Vehicle violations
Abandoned Vehicle
Parkway Ct./Glorietta Blvd.
10 Block Eastwood Dr.
Auto Burglary
20 Block Orinda Way
10 Block Southwood Dr.
DUI Misd
50 Block Lucille Way
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
200 Block Sundown Terrace
Beverages And More
100 Block Spring Rd.
10 Block Casa Vieja
Theatre Square
Petty Theft From Veh
80 Block Tara Rd.
Reckless Driving
Moraga Way/Camino Pablo
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Camino Sobrante/Orinda Way
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Moraga Way/Hall Dr.

Other Criminal activity
Battery
Orinda Intermediate School
Forgery
10 Block El Verano
Grand Theft
Orinda Country Club
10 Block Orchard Rd.
Identity Theft
50 Block Park Lane Dr.
Petty Theft
Beverages And More
Police Department
200 Block La Espiral
10 Block Camino Pablo
Robbery Strongarm
Orinda Theater
Warrant Arrest
10 Block Theatre Sq 106

Nuisance to the Community
Barking Dog
70 Block Brookwood Rd.
Tara Rd./Southwood Dr.
Disturbing The Peace
100 Block Moraga Way
10 Block Lloyd Ln.
Intoxicated Subject
10 Block Theatre Sq 106
Juvenile Disturbance
10 Block Edgewood Rd.
Loud Music
20 Block Charles Hill Rd.
10 Block Camino Lenada
Loud Party
30 Block Kellie Ann Ct.
100 Block Leslee Ln.
Public Assembly Check
CVS
Wagner Ranch School
Public Nuisance
St Stephens Dr./Eb Sr 24
600 Block Tahos Rd.
School Assembly Check
Miramonte High School (7)
Wagner Ranch Elementary
Sleepy Hollow School
Trespass
90 Block Underhill Rd.
Vandalism
10 Block Sunrise Hill Ct.
30 Block Charles Hill Cr
20 Block Orinda Way
Underhill Rd./Camino Encinas

Other
Accident Property
Library
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
100 Block Rheem Blvd.
Fireworks
La Encinal/El Toyonal
Prom Shoot
200 Block Glorietta Blvd.
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State Assembly candidates Baker and Bauer-Kahan woo Lamorinda voters
By Nick Marnell

Catharine Baker

Photos provided

ncumbent Catharine Baker, RDublin, and challenger Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, D-Orinda, are running for State Assembly in the 16th
District, and the candidates discussed what they plan to do in Sacramento for the Lamorinda area.
On the fact that the Orinda
Union, Lafayette, and Moraga
school districts are among the
lowest funded of all school districts in California through the
Local Control Funding Formula:
Baker said she will fight for reforms of LCFF, a program that she
said was clearly flawed. She agreed
that school districts in her assembly
district are underfunded. “The base
grant is inadequate,” Baker said.
“That is why I co-authored a bipartisan measure to increase LCFF
funding levels significantly in the
coming years and inject all of that
increase into the base grant, which
... helps all schools and students
in Lamorinda.” She also called
for transparency and accountability over the expenditures made by
school districts. “So we can better
ensure the dollars are going where
they should – to the classroom and

I

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

student success and not just administrative expenses,” Baker said.
“I agree with the premise of the
LCFF – it promotes local control
of spending and prioritizes school
districts that need more resources,
but our legislators in Sacramento
need to be prioritizing funding for
our schools and doing everything
they can to increase the base grant,”
said Bauer-Kahan, who called it a
travesty that California is near the
bottom in school funding out of the
50 states. “In Lamorinda, parent-run
foundations work tirelessly to raise
the millions in additional funding
needed each year to fill in gaps in
local school district budgets. We
need to prioritize our children, our
schools, and our future, and that’s
what I would do in Sacramento.”
On increasing state special
education funding:
Bauer-Kahan said she would
explore ways to factor the Individualized Education Program – developed for kids who need specialized
services – into the LCFF formula so
that schools have more funding for
special education. “In the Assembly,
I will devote significant time to care-

ConnectOrinda ... continued from Page A7
to connect the two sides of downtown for all users, to support future pedestrian access along San
Pablo Creek, to preserve Orinda’s
unique sense of place, to beautify
the downtown, to build consensus
to the final plan through community

engagement and to produce granteligible projects that can be funded.
In August, city staff and the
consultant team held stakeholder
interviews with 18 community
groups and six commissions and
committees. The launch event

ful scrutiny of this important budget
issue, to help craft budget solutions
that will contribute more money towards education funding,” she said.
“I was proud to support Assembly Bill 2168,” said Baker about a
bipartisan bill that provides significant, sustained state funding for students with disabilities and special
education needs. “This bill would
also create a funding mechanism
for state support of special education preschool.” The incumbent said
she also supported bills that provide
special education teacher mentoring and co-authored a bill that calls
on Congress to meet its promise to
fund special education.
On increasing teacher salaries
and providing them affordable
housing:
“The consistent theme among
teachers is the extremely high cost
of living. Housing is one significant
driver of that high cost,” Baker said,
noting that she has supported, and
continues to support, various housing bills including Senate Bill 1413,
which authorizes school districts to
establish programs to assist teachers
and school district employees with
their housing needs. The bill also
dedicates district-owned land to affordable rental housing and restricts
occupancy to teachers and school
district employees.
“This issue strikes particularly
close to home, as we lost a significant number of teachers at an elementary school in Orinda last year
because they could not afford to
live near Orinda, and the commute
to work was too burdensome. This
is simply unacceptable,” BauerKahan said. She would work with
local governments to find middleclass affordable housing options for

teachers and other critical public
servants, such as firefighters and
police officers, to live close to the
communities they serve.
On being a strong advocate
for local government in Lafayette,
Moraga and Orinda:
Both candidates said that Sacramento has overreached when it
comes to mandating local government actions, and the candidates
primarily focused on AB 2923, the
bill that Gov. Jerry Brown signed
Sept. 30 which gives BART exclusive housing authority on land it
owns within a half mile of a BART
station, including land in Lafayette.
“We cannot take local control
away from the cities and counties
that know best how to tackle our
housing crisis while not overburdening our schools, emergency services, roads and other infrastructure.
Unfortunately, we did not have a
representative at the table that could
make sure this bill would take into
account the needs and infrastructure
of our cities,” Bauer-Kahan said.
While she agrees that safe, affordable housing is an important issue, Bauer-Kahan said she will fight
for local control. “We need to make
sure this housing is strengthening
the fabric of our community by providing a place to live for those that
need it most. But it must fit the character and existing infrastructure of
the community,” Bauer-Kahan said.
“I lead the fight against this bill,
because it put housing decisions –
which should be left to local cities and
counties who have the planning experience, expertise, and local accountability – with a transit agency that has
zero experience planning housing and
that already faces significant challenges meeting its primary goal: to

deliver safe, reliable, and clean transit
service,” Baker said. “BART is struggling and needs our help to fulfill its
duties as a transit agency, and now is
not the time to make BART responsible for housing.”
Baker called SB 35 another example of overreach of local control.
The bill essentially provides that if
developers meet certain high-density and low-income housing requirements, their development proposals
must be approved regardless of local input.
Other issues they promise to
take on in Sacramento:
“I support bipartisan, comprehensive pension reform that will
help school districts with the growing impact of unfunded pension
costs while protecting the pensions
our teachers have earned,” Baker
said. She named transportation a serious concern, and introduced a bill
that provides testing of autonomous
shuttles to BART stations. As a proponent for the local environment,
Baker said she has led the effort to
increase funding for the East Bay
Regional Parks District.
Bauer-Kahan said she will work
to promote gun safety. “I applaud
Orinda following Moraga’s lead and
taking careful efforts to promote
gun safety on a local level,” she
said, referring to what she called the
city council’s investigation of ways
to strengthen gun control within
Orinda city limits and possibly
regulate the sale of firearms. The
challenger also said she is a firm advocate for women’s right to choose.
“I am proud to be the only Planned
Parenthood-endorsed candidate in
this race and this issue affects all
women, including the women in
Lamorinda,” Bauer-Kahan said.

is the next scheduled step in the
process. Next year there will be a
workshop in January during which
three draft sets of projects will be
presented to the community, based
on the ideas generated during the
launch. The community will have

the opportunity to comment on the
proposed projects. In May a single
set of near and long-term projects
that have gathered broad community support will be presented to
the community for final comments.
The final plan will be presented

next September and will include a
set of recommended projects and
design guidelines for streetscape
and other public improvements.
For more information, visit
https://cityoforinda.org/391/ConnectOrinda-Downtown-Streetscape-Mast.

VOTE the INDEPENDENT Fire Board
(MOFD) Candidates who will represent our
community, not special interests.
“Voters shouldn’t let union run Moraga-Orinda Fire Board”
East Bay Times and Lamorinda Sun Editorial 9/11/18

To make our community
safer long term

MOFD MUST:
Division 1, South Moraga
www.Bell4MOFD.com

Maintain current
¿UH¿JKWHUVWDIIOHYHO
and high-quality
emergency services
FundVLJQL¿FDQWFIRE
PREVENTION initiatives

Division 4, Central Orinda
www.LucyTalbot4MOFD.com

Pay down $68 Million
unfunded Pension
liability
Reduce response
times using technology
and data

Division 3, West Orinda/Moraga
www.VoteRedSmith.com

Paid for by: Lucy Talbot for MOFD 2018
Red Smith for MOFD 2018
Bell for MOFD 2018

1,000+ endorsements by Moraga-Orinda Voters
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Letters
to theandEditor
that is to vote for independent
Note from the Editor:
Due to an incredibly large volume
of candidate letters, for and against,
we were only able include one letter per candidate, but have noted if
multiple letters were received.
Red Smith and Nathan Bell for
MOFD board
I write to express my concern about
the current elections in which firemen union members or their representatives are running for the board
of MOFD. While I deeply appreciate the honorable, even lifesaving
work that our firefighters perform
in our community, it strikes me
as a significant conflict of interest that firefighters would populate
the board of directors charged with
overseeing the firefighters. As a professional in the financial services
industry, I work with numerous
corporations, and such a conflict of
interest would never be allowed in
the private sector.
I’ve known Red Smith and his
family for 17 years. Red coached
my kids in the Moraga Baseball
League, and our children went from
Kindergarten through High School
together.
I know Mr. Bell and his family by reputation as our children
attended Campolindo High School
together. More recently I’ve gotten
to know his background, experience
in the business world, and his guiding principles for the MOFD.
I understand they are both endorsed by Senator Steve Glazer and
three of the current MOFD Board
members.
While both of these men have
impressive credentials (MBAs from
Cal and Harvard), maybe the most
important title they can carry in this
election is independent tax-paying
private citizen. These gentlemen
are concerned citizens with the desire and business savvy necessary to
balance the interests of the firefighters with the interests of the MoragaOrinda Community while responsibly guiding the MOFD towards
fiscal stability. I urge my neighbors
to vote as I will this election season,

citizens for the board of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District: Mr. Red
Smith and Mr. Nathan Bell.
Rupert Dusauzay, Jr.
Moraga
(Endorsement also received from
Will Cogswell of Moraga)
Michael Donner for MOFD, Division 4
I am writing in support of Michael
Donner for the MOFD Board of
Director seat in Division 4. I have
known Michael for 15 years since
my son was in kindergarten with his
son. He has been involved in the
community and has done everything
from creating and painting Glorietta
Gopher yard signs to serving pizza
for our firefighters during the Ghost
Ship fire and clean-up.
Michael has served his entire career as a firefighter for the Oakland
Fire Department. Over the years,
Michael has become very passionate
about emergency preparedness in
our community. Throughout his 30plus year career he has been to many
major disasters. After returning from
New York for 911, hurricane Katrina
in Louisiana and the Loma Prieta
Earthquake he realized there was
an information void in Orinda. He
worked with local schools to store
emergency supplies. He collaborated with FEMA professionals to
speak to the community on how to
prepare for disaster.
Michael is a positive, passionate and motivated person that gets
things done. He will make sound
decisions and bring much needed
fire experience to the board. Based
on Michael’s extensive experience
in the fire service, his years of volunteering to prepare our community
for a disaster and his dedication to
the community, there is no doubt
that he is the best choice for the job.
Please join me in voting Michael Donner to the MOFD Division 4 Board of Director seat!
Amy Schioldager
Lafayette
(Other endorsement received from
Julianne and Chris Viadro of Orinda)
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Amy Worth for Orinda City
I have known Lucy Talbot and
Council
have worked with her on various community projects in Orinda
Please join me in voting for Amy
for 26 years. She is a pillar of the
Worth for Orinda City Council on
community. She is open minded,
November 6, 2018. I had the pleapassionate and tireless. She is very
sure of serving with Amy on the
knowledgeable about fire departOrinda City Council, and I know her
ment operations from her experito be smart, thoughtful, respectful
ence as a Motorola sales executive.
and a problem-solver. From planShe has extensive and hands on fining new playing fields and tot lots,
nancial xpertise from her 33 years’
to providing books and supplies for
experience running a family busiOrinda’s fine public library, to workness. She is devoted to Orinda.
ing with our schools to support stuJoin me in voting for Lucy Taldent safety, to fixing Orinda’s roads
bot. Vote to save our fire protection.
and storm drains, Amy has worked
Carol Penskar
tirelessly to enhance our civic life in
Former Chairperson, City of Orinda
Orinda. Amy also works for OrinFinance Advisory Committee
dans at the regional level, ensuring
that we receive excellent recycling Steve Anderson for MOFD,
and garbage services, and that Division 3
scarce State and Federal transporI have the pleasure of writing to
tation dollars are allocated to meet
support the re-election of Steve
our transportation needs. It is due
Anderson as a Director of the
to Amy’s strong advocacy that the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District from
fourth bore of the Caldecott Tunnel
voting Division 3 of the District. I
was built to increase our safety and
served with Steve on the Fire Disease our commutes!
trict Board for four years. Steve alPlease vote for Amy Worth for
ways put the interests and safety of
Orinda City Council so that she can
the residents of the District above
continue to serve our community.
all other considerations. He was
Victoria Smith
exceptionally well prepared at evOrinda
ery meeting. He consistently apDon’t let the Union retake MOFD plies his decades of experience as
a businessman to the issues of the
The MOFD is technically insolDistrict, making it clear that he
vent. It has unfunded retirement
expects value for taxpayer dollars.
liabilities of $62 million, about
When Steve was President of the
$5,000 per family served. If not
Board, he conducted every meeting
fixed, the MOFD will eventually
with courtesy and respect for every
go bankrupt and our fire service cut
visitor to our meetings and showed
severely.
genuine interest in what they
The MOFD put our fire protection in
would say. In dealing with differgrave danger on December 9, 2003
ing views of Board members, he
when it signed a contract giving
worked hard every time to reach a
firefighters unsustainable retirement
consensus. After the coming elecbenefits. For the next 13 years the
tion, no Board member will have
union ran the show. Alarmed, the
more than two years of experience
community finally elected enough
and at least two will have none. It
strong and astute board members
is important to maintain continuity
who have begun to lead us away
in the District, and Steve’s intelfrom a looming fire protection Arligence, integrity and respect for
mageddon.
others make him the right person
Now is not the time to turn back.
at the right time to be re-elected to
We need strong determined savvy
another four year term as a Director
leadership. Fortunately, Lucy Talof the Fire District. I urge everyone
bot is the District 2 candidate.
in voting Division 3 of the Fire Dis-

trict to vote for Steve.
Fred Weil
Moraga
(Endorsement also received from
John Wyro of Orinda, and Susie Epstein of Orinda)
It Just Takes Two!
Marvin Gaye and Kim Weston rode
a popular wave with their hit tune,”
It Takes Two!” So goes the upcoming election for Orinda City Council, with candidates Eve Phillips and
Kathleen Jenkins.
How do you know if Ms. Phillips and Ms. Jenkins deserve your
vote?
Do you believe, that all things
considered, Orinda is a pretty darn
nice place to live and is worth defending? Do you prefer council
members who consistently seek to
get input, directly from you, Orinda
citizens, on important matters, rather than self-determining what is best
for you? Do you prefer that your
council members have no ties to the
always-lurking, real estate development industry? Do you prefer council members who question awarding
a succession of city contracts to consultants, which never seem to result
in any positive results for Orinda
citizens? Do you prefer council
members with successful experience in crisis management? Do you
prefer council members who understand the link between city council
decision-making and the sustained
quality of Orinda schools? Do you
prefer council members who advocate BART’s obligation to provide
adequate parking capacity for their
Orinda customers? Do you prefer
strong council members committed
to local control of land use and zoning matters, who are independent of
and willing to stand up to the outsiders, who seek to determine Orinda’s
future?
Vote Eve Phillips and Kathleen
Jenkins.
“It takes two, baby! It just takes
two!”
Owen Murphy
Orinda
... continued on Page A12

HELP ME CONTINUE TO STAND UP FOR YOU!
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Ivy Drive Neighborhood Charmer

Sherrie B. Perlstein
Realtor®
925 766 3030
Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com
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Sleepy Hollow Cape Cod Treasure

NEW LISTING! | 98 CORAL DRIVE, ORINDA

NEW LISTING! | 6 SNOWBERRY LANE, ORINDA

Fall in love with this 4BR/2BA ranch style home on a premier
corner lot. Open beam ceiling and farmhouse style kitchen. Cute
cute! Spacious front lawn and backyard pool. Popular Ivy Drive
neighborhood. Close to top rated Orinda schools.

Nestled on a serene cul-de-sac in the heart of the desirable Sleepy
Hollow neighborhood, is this 3BR/2BA hard to ﬁnd Cape Code style
home. Filled with charm and character. Ideal ﬂoor plan. .39± acres of
the best of California indoor/outdoor living.

Offered at $998,000

Offered at $1,475,000

For more information or a confidential FREE Market Analysis
and Opinion of Value of your home, call Sherrie at 925.766.3030.

License #: 00925213

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

www.OrindaHome.com

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 |

925 766 3030

Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

Public invited to Moraga Oversight Committee meeting regarding Measure V
By Diane Claytor
n 2016, Moraga voters approved
Measure V, a $33 million bond
benefitting the Moraga School District; these monies are intended exclusively for repairs and improvements to the four aging school
properties. Some work has been

This Committee meets on a
regular basis to review the projects
and budgets. The next meeting is
scheduled at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct.
4 at the Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Library, and the public
is invited — and encouraged — to

attend. The architect and construction manager for the next phase
will be there, showcasing design
and development plans. This is a
great opportunity for the community to take a look at the designs and
comment or ask questions.

Moraga community groups sponsor mayoral candidates forum

...continued from Page A4
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He’d like to revitalize Moraga
Center and an extension of School
Street. McCluer believed that the
Chamber of Commerce and Viva
Moraga must work together to help
the town move forward toward
prosperity, and Woehleke said the
town’s relationship with contractors and property owners is acrimonious. A spirit of cooperation is
necessary for progress.
As for whether they believe
Moraga adopting a safe storage
ordinance that requires unattended
guns to be safely stored is necessary for public safety, McCluer

done during the past two summer
breaks but most of the major projects, including improving the classrooms to make them more pleasant,
safe and productive for children,
will be performed over the next
two years.

said he supported the gun storage
proposal, “because we can’t have
people selling guns out of homes or
next to schools.” Woehleke said he
supported the ordinance because he
lost a close friend to gun violence,
and Trotter said he helped to beef
up findings in support of the ordinance, and feels gun sales should
not happen in neighborhoods and
near schools.
When asked about the newly
adopted hillside and ridgeline policies and which elements of the new
policies they most strongly agree
or disagree, all three candidates

The spending of Measure V funds
is closely watched by the 13-member
Citizen’s Bond Oversight Committee, comprised of a cross-section of
Moraga residents. Their responsibility is to make sure all bond monies
are spent only as the voters intended.

expressed support of the policies.
Woehleke said he is fine with the
regulations and believes in protecting open space in Moraga, Trotter
noted how he became involved in
Ridgeline protection five years ago,
and said property owners should be
given alternatives on their land for
building, and McCluer agreed with
all parts of the ridgeline protection,
noting how he would like to limit
building that blocks views. Moraga
can still develop, he said, but with
parameters.
As for the recently announced
efforts by John Muir Land Trust to

purchase the 84-acre Painted Rocks
parcel, and what the candidates felt
the Town Council’s role, if any,
should be in supporting such efforts to acquire open space for permanent conservation and public access, McCluer suggested building
support for hiking trails with service groups, such as Kiwanis, that
can raise interest/support for this.
Woehleke said he also supports
the collaboration approach, stating
that the Town Council should take
a leadership approach and approve
a bond measure. And Trotter suggested providing an integrated trail

network and collaborate with The
John Muir Trust Fund.
While both Trotter and McCluer both supported art in public
places as a good idea to beautify
the town, McCluer suggested using General Fund fees to support
the program, and Woehleke said he
was not enthusiastic about applying
1 percent of development fees for
art, since the town is currently fiscally challenged.
“We can look outside everyday
and see the art that is Moraga itself,” Woehleke said.
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Red Smith, MOFD board,
Division 3
My wife Teri and I recently moved
to the Wilder neighborhood in
Orinda after decades in Moraga.
We have noticed quite a bit of activity regarding the MOFD Board
election in November, and we were
pleasantly surprised to learn that
our friend of almost 25 years, Red
Smith, was running for MOFD Division 3, which includes our Wilder
neighborhood.
Red is an accomplished technology executive and he has run
several companies as a Silicon Valley entrepreneur. Red has lived in
Moraga and Orinda for 30 years,
and he has a passion for this community as evidenced by the dozens
of activities he and his wife Gina
have been involved with supporting their four children through local
schools, pools, dance, and sports.

The differences in Lafayette City
Council Candidates
As a retired psychologist and 33year resident of Lafayette, I am
grateful to the people who have volunteered their time and energy serving on our city councils and com-

IT’S APRIL
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Of course while those years of service to this community have been
important, Teri and I are strongly
endorsing Red for MOFD Division
3 now because he is running on a
platform to demonstrably increase
the District’s focus on fire prevention which should be top of mind for
every resident in our community as
we are surrounded by open space,
brush, and dry fuel. Red is not only
endorsed by the East Bay Times, but
he is also endorsed by Dr. John Radke, PhD who is an esteemed Berkeley professor and global thought
leader on fire prevention.
Additionally, most Moraga and
Orinda residents know by now there
is a massive unfunded pension liability at MOFD, and that future
obligation must be managed by
competent business and finance professionals. Red has an MBA from
Berkeley and a finance degree from
USC, and I know he will expertly
represent local citizens and taxpayers, and not special interests, if he
has to privilege to serve.
Please join us and vote for Red
Smith by mail or at the polls.
Ron and Teri Fadelli
Orinda
(Other endorsement received by
Hartwell Jordan of Orinda)
Dave Trotter for Moraga Town
Council
I’m writing in strong support of
Dave Trotter’s re-election to the
Moraga Town Council. Many
younger families in town - mine
included - want to see Moraga offer more diverse, high-quality retail
and restaurant options that better
reflect our community. Professionally, I specialize in retail leasing and
shopping center development and
I’m working with other community
members to advance this goal. In the
process, I’ve been impressed by the
focused effort and skill that Dave
has dedicated to this objective as a
Councilmember.
Working with the Moraga Chamber of Commerce and others last
year, Dave took the lead in crafting
an amendment to Moraga’s zoning
ordinance that enables businesses
and shopping-center owners to simplify and accelerate the zoning approval process. With Dave’s leadership, the Town Council approved this
new “Planned Development - Commercial” (PD-C) zoning district in
just three months -lightning speed
for a public entity and a critical step
to attracting new business to Moraga.
In 2009, after the Town spent
three years gathering public and
stakeholder input, Dave helped
draft the Moraga Center Specific
Plan (MCSP), our community’s best
hope of creating a flourishing downtown retail district. This plan would
create a new “main street” connecting School Street and St. Mary’s
Road, with retail space adjacent to

LAMORINDA

FOR REAL ESTATE
925-253-2147

aprilmat@comcast.net

Giving Dreams an Address
CalBRE#01221153

creek-oriented pedestrian trails and
walkable housing. It would also
revive the historic Moraga Ranch
buildings, putting their legacy and
charm to work for the vibrancy of
our town. Dave supports updates
to the existing MCSP, ensuring development that accurately meets the
needs and wants of the community.
I’m confident his dedication to the
MCSP’s vision of a thriving downtown where people can shop, dine,
and gather with friends, is as strong
as ever.
To make this vision a reality, we
need Dave’s wealth of experience
and long-term knowledge of the
Town. It’s good to add new voices
to the Council, but we also need institutional continuity and a proven
leader, which only Dave offers in
this election. Please cast a vote for
Dave Trotter on November 6.
Meghan Basso
Moraga
Mike McCluer for Moraga Town
Council
I’m writing to ask Moragans to vote
for Mike McCluer for Moraga Town
Council. After two sinkholes in
recent years, Moraga is facing the
consequences of many decades of
deferred maintenance. Our storm
drains need repairs estimated to
cost over $25 million. Like other
municipalities, we also have growing unfunded pension liabilities for
Town employees. Meanwhile, we’re
among the worst off of Contra Costa
cities in terms of how little of each
property tax dollar actually reaches
our Town coffers. These are challenging financial problems requiring leaders with financial training
and experience.
Lawyers and engineers are already well represented on the Town
Council, but there is no councilmember who can provide the benefit
of a career in fiscal management and
budgeting. Mike McCluer is the
only Town Council candidate with
that kind of professional experience.
After 30 years as a chief financial
officer and similar roles in the finance sector, he would bring urgently needed financial knowledge to the
Council.
Along with his fiscal expertise,
McCluer has shown a great connection to and caring for Moraga .
Volunteering with Moraga Rotary,
he helped create the successful “All
Access” playground recently built at
the Moraga Commons. At a recent
public candidate forum, he spoke
unequivocally of the need to keep
Moraga ’s open spaces and ridgelines safe from too much building.
He volunteers on the Planning Commission as well, and has shown an
eager interest in helping our existing
businesses and adding new ones.
Moraga has difficult financial issues which must be addressed soon.
A vote for McCluer is a vote to add
financial expertise to our Council
that is sorely needed and—hopefully—comes in time to prevent the
next sinkhole.
Peter Bennett
Moraga
Chris Severson for AUHSD Board

Consistently Representing Buyers and
Sellers in Successful Transactions
Exceptional Service • No Exceptions!
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Teresa Gerringer and Karen Mag- missions over the years. I attended
gio for Lafayette City Council
the Lafayette Homeowners AssoI write in support of Teresa Gerrin- ciation town meeting on Thursday,
ger and Karen Maggio for the La- Sept. 20, eager to hear from the five
candidates running for two open pofayette City Council.
We have an opportunity this year sitions for Lafayette City Council. I
to add two exceptional new mem- expected that differences of opinion
bers to the Lafayette City Council. would be shared with respect and a
Teresa and Karen have been work- belief that all candidates want what
ing for years to make our city a bet- is best for Lafayette, no matter how
ter place to live. We are fortunate they disagree on specific issues. Unthat they are willing to bring their fortunately, that is not how the eveexperience, talent, intelligence, en- ning unfolded.
After Thursday’s forum, I recthusiasm, vision and integrity to the
ognize
that Lafayette needs to
Council.
choose
between
two distinct apBecause of all that they have alproaches
to
problem
solving. On
ready done for us, they are the canone
hand,
we
have
three
candidates
didates that know best our city and
(Maggio,
Gerringer
and
Smith)
who
each of its neighborhoods. They will
advocate
for
collaboration
and
inbe effective from day one.
creased
participation
by
commuTeresa Gerringer has served with
excellence on the Lafayette School nity members. They challenge our
Board for 19 years (four times as community to embrace the hurdles
President) and on the Lafayette we face over the next decade with
Community Foundation Board for cooperation and inclusivity, mak17 years, and she co-chaired the ing our concerns known by attendLafayette Library Community Cam- ing city council, town commission
paign. It is exciting to consider what and school board meetings. I felt
she can do on the Council to advance assured that they will listen and
work with us. On the other hand,
the city-schools partnership.
Karen Maggio has served with we have two candidates (Sampson
distinction on the Lafayette Plan- and Candell) who do not appear to
ning Commission for 10 years put much value in collaboration and
(twice as Chair) and in numerous respect. Over and above the content
volunteer roles. Karen has been a that they proposed, I was disturbed
strong leader in Lafayette’s efforts by their disdainful tone. They were
to protect our hillsides and our en- confrontational and dismissive of
vironment. She helped create the other points of view.
We need City Councilors who
Hillside Ordinance, and she has
listen
to experts and citizens alike
been a driving force in Sustainable
as
opposed
to Councilors who conLafayette and the Lafayette Envisider
themselves
as the only experts
ronmental Task Force. Among my
whose
opinions
matter. As psytop priorities as a councilmember
chologist
John
Gottman’s
research
and mayor were hillside protection
demonstrates,
disdain
is
the
biggest
and the environment. With Karen
block
to
a
healthy
relationship.
Let’s
on the Council, I would feel confielect
leaders
who
will
lead
by
coldent about our future.
laboration
not
litigation,
and
let’s
all
Teresa and Karen are the candiput
in
the
time
and
energy
it
takes
to
dates who have a vision for our city.
help
them
do
their
jobs.
They know what must be protected
and preserved, and they know when Beth Ferree, Ph.D.
Lafayette
we must be progressive.
Teresa and Karen have supported
transparency in each of their past
positions and have served with complete integrity. If they say something, you can count on it, and you
know they have the facts right.
Teresa and Karen know what
it takes to make Lafayette a better
place because they have been doing
it for years. Please join me in voting
for Teresa and Karen.
Carl Anduri
Lafayette
Former Mayor of Lafayette (20022003; 2010-2011; Council Member
2002-2012)
(Both also endorsed by Don Tatzin)
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Call today for a personalized tour of
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.
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Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

As a current school board member on the Orinda Union School
District Board, I know that school
board trustees must have the ability
to listen to all viewpoints, to work
together collaboratively, and to always keep in mind the best interests
of the students. Chris Severson embodies these qualities and deserves
your vote in November for Governing Board Member of the Acalanes
Union High School District.
Chris has been a strong advocate
for public education for many years.
He has the benefit of experience —
Chris served for four years with me
on the board of the Orinda Union
School District from 2010-2014.
As a fellow trustee, Chris always
acted with the utmost integrity, and
always kept the focus on what’s best
for students. Chris was instrumental
in helping lead the district during
the financial crisis and, as a result,
the district was able to weather that

storm with minimal impact on students in the classroom. Moreover,
as an emergency room physician,
Chris knows how important health
and wellness is to student success,
and intends to bring that focus with
him to his role as trustee.
Chris is committed to maintaining and improving upon the excellent education our high schools
provide. I urge you to vote for Chris
Severson for Governing Board
Member for the Acalanes Union
High School District.
Sincerely,
Julie Rossiter
Orinda
Board Member, Orinda Union
School District
Steve Woehleke for Moraga Town
Council
We are writing this letter to express
our enthusiastic support for Steve
Woehleke for the Moraga Town
Council. We are longtime residents of Moraga and have known
our neighbors, Steve and Peggy, for
over 25 years. Steve Woehleke has
strong family and community values, a tireless work ethic and a deep
passion for Moraga. That passion is
reflected in his over 20 years of volunteer service in various activities in
support of Moraga including 5 years
on the Design Review Board and 10
years on the Moraga Planning Commission, among others.
My wife and I strongly agree
with Steve’s concerns that a very
critical priority for Moraga is insuring Moraga’s fiscal health. The
catastrophic events of the Rheem
Sinkhole and the demise of Canyon Bridge have made a significant
impact on the Town’s reserve to
invest in infrastructure to minimize
the chances of another catastrophic
event. We believe we need some
more discipline in the Town’s fiscal
performance.
Steve advocates fiscal responsibility, having more transparency,
and improving the Town Council
decision making to more methodically assess alternative benefit and
risk scenarios to insure better outcomes. We firmly believe that this
is the right approach to insure Moraga’s financial health.
We are also fully supportive of
Steve’s commitment to protecting
Moraga Open Space and Ridgelines.
He promises to insure any new development approvals also include
sufficient ingress for fire and police emergencies as well as insuring
multiple egress for residents in case
of emergency.
We are in total support with
Steve’s principles and priorities
which are fully aligned with the
Moraga General Plan. (www.steve4moraga.com)
My wife and I strongly believe
that Steve Woehleke’s passion for
Moraga reflected over 20 years of
public service in support of Moraga,
his degree in Mechanical Engineering and his MBA in Finance, his
extensive business experience and
his commitment to insure Moraga’s
sound financial future and maintain Moraga’s natural beauty, make
him an outstanding candidate for
the Town Council. We urge you to
join us in supporting and voting for
Steve Woehleke.
Brian and Nancy Gillespie
Moraga
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan for Assembly
As I sat in my kitchen yesterday
watching Dr. Christine Ford bravely
testify, I was absolutely dismayed to
see the male Republican Senators
on our nation’s Judiciary Committee
working so hard to destroy a woman
who is trying to speak up for herself
and for all women. My takeaway?
We have no choice but to elect
strong Democratic women in November at every level who we can
consistently depend on to champion
the rights of women. That’s why
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan gets my vote
for Assembly, today more than ever.
Stephanie Sandberg
Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily
those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer’s name and
city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a
business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number
for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500
words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for
submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda
Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
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Helping
you dig
safely
“I work every day to protect the safety
of our community and PG&E’s gas
pipelines. I’m passionate about my work
and the safety of our neighborhoods
because this is where my family lives.”

JAMIR DIXON
Gas Fieldperson

Whether you’re a contractor working on a major job site or a homeowner planting a tree in the yard,
no job is too small—always call 811 at least two working days before you dig. One simple call gets underground
utility lines marked for free and helps protect

Promoting the 811 program is just another step
we’re taking to ensure the safety of our gas
system in your community. Visit pge.com/811.

Call 811

Get marked

Dig safely

pge.com/811

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation.
©2018 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. Paid for by PG&E shareholders.

you from injury and expense.
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Alexander Gailas, Broker

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,
President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

925-254-7600

Full design team resources available

Alex@AGRealty1.com

Classic beauty meets sophisticated
elegance in private Orinda estate

CalBRE#01305545

4400 sq ft living space with in-law on a .94 acre lot
Offered at $2,699,000

www.Alexgailas.com

Wagner Ranch Nature Area

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

If the two bond measures pass
next November, plans for the nature area include building a visitor
center, restrooms, and other facilities. Until 2009 the Educational
Foundation of Orinda funded the
staff; after the position was eliminated, the Friends pay the stipend
and the parents donate money for
supplies.
“I found my niche, and I’m so
glad,” Jaeger says. “I want to open
the students up to nature and make
them feel a part of it. California
is part of their history, Orinda, its
flora and fauna.” She talked about
overhearing students arriving at the
Nature Area, not knowing that she
could hear them, saying, “I love

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

this place. I wish we could be here
every day. It’s OK to make mistakes here, we can get dirty.”
The dinner in Jaeger’s honor
was organized by Miriam Storch, a
board member of the Friends of the
Nature Area and a former student
of Jaeger’s who has worked with
Jane Goodall. All of Jaeger’s siblings except one came to the dinner,
including her four sisters and one
of her two brothers. Other attendees included other former students,
and Lisa Siegrist, a direct descendent of the Wagners, who came in
from Vermont; Jaeger promised her
a hike in the nature area.
The annual Olive Festival is
one of the few times that the Na-

Trail easement and closure
Terry Murphy, who was the
chair of the planning commission
when it dealt with this in 2010,
said, “The city council rejected
the easement 10 years ago. Now
here we are trying to get a public
easement. To take the easement 10
years later,” he added, would be a
taking without compensation. He

... continued from Page A1
ture Area is open to the public. Admission is free, and the event takes
place from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at 350 Camino Pablo, Orinda (adjacent to Wagner Ranch Elementary
School).
There will be tours of the historic Wagner Ranch Nature Area,
homesite of Contra Costa County’s
first surveyor general, Theodore
Wagner, and opportunities to picnic amidst our county’s oldest-producing olive grove. Five olive oil
vendors will be doing tastings, and
there will also be arts and crafts,
live music, pond and garden activities, and more. For information,
visit www.fwrna.org.

... continued from Page A6

also suggested that the easement
could be used by “the people we
hear about on the 6 o’clock news.”
According to a letter submitted
to council from DeSpain’s attorney,
DeSpain has entered into discussions with his neighbors as well as
with City Manager Steve Salomon
and was working toward a mutual-

ly agreeable solution to this matter.
Citing the need to take more
time and work through legal issues,
the council asked staff to continue
to work on the issue. The city is
also weighing the fiscal concern
with the trail, including preparing
the trail for public access and longterm maintenance, and also the li-

ability associated with it. Mayor
Amy Worth said that she wants to
resolve the issue as soon as possible. She talked about Orinda’s
Bike and Pedestrian Plan and said
that she wished Orinda had more
pedestrian paths.
Planning Director Drummond
Buckley said that staff would work

on the issue and bring it back to the
council at its Oct. 2 meeting. The
meeting occurred after this publication went to press. At that time, the
gate remained closed.
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486 HELEN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

WALNUT CREEK

1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
O: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

$899,000

DANVILLE

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.800.3510 F: 925.800.3520

16 TREETOP TERRACE CT., ALAMO

$2,870,988

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
O: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

2494 DIABLO RANCH PLACE, DANVILLE $2,499,887
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ADAM HAMALIAN

999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
O: 925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

925.708.5630

925.383.5500

CHRISTINA LINEZO

JANE SMITH

DRE# 01917597

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH
714 HIGHLAND RD., LAFAYETTE

925.998.1914
$1,549,000

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES
CENTRAL LAFAYETTE

925.360.8662
$1,500,000

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

1000 DEWING AVE., #102, LAFAYETTE

415.425.3085

925.998.1914

JANET POWELL

JOHN FONDNAZIO

DRE# 01964989

DRE# 01476506

RACHEL DREYER
4016 LOS ARABIS DR., LAFAYETTE

415.990.1672
$2,595,000

CHRISTINA LINEZO
33 CHAPEL DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

415.425.3085
$1,675,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630
14 RAVENHILL LANE, MORAGA

$1,425,000

925.876.2399

925.817.9053

JOY WIEHN

JULIE DEL SANTO

DRE# 01973545

DRE# 01938194

BROKER/OWNER

TINA FRECHMAN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

161 CRAGMONT DRIVE, W.C.

925.915.0851
$879,000

TINA FRECHMAN
1757 TICE VALLEY BLVD., W.C.

925.915.0851
$685,000

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500

642 WIMBLEDON DRIVE, W.C.

$1,500,000

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

925.818.5500
MARY PISCITELLI

HURLBUT TEAM

925.383.5500

HURLBUT TEAM

925.383.5500

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

925.765.9095
DRE# 01426129

MATT McLEOD

RACHEL DREYER
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TERESA ZOCCHI

TINA FRECHMAN

VALERIE DURANTINI
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415.999.6116
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DRE# 01376796
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~ Life in LAMORINDA ~
SMC ‘Graphicanos’ exhibit expresses art
as visual literature
By Lou Fancher

Chicano 15, Quintin González, Serigraph 28” x 36” Fort Wayne Museum of Art Collection 2013.57.9

museum in 2018 to be relevant is more than a mausoleum to 2D art on walls, 3D
sculpture on pedestals or artifacts
behind glass. To attract and engage
visitors, modern day art institutions reflect a local community or
region, capture the dynamic vibe
of an era, genre or social movement, dazzle multiple generations
with treasures of the past and innovative art that is a precursor of
larger, future trends. Even with all
manner of diversity at play, museums without hands-on, experiential programs that are accessible,
occasionally even free, will wither.
Which is why the energy prevailing at Saint Mary’s College
Museum of Art as the fall season
begins is a fortunate sign. On display now through Dec. 16 are three
admission free exhibits: “Graphicanos: Contemporary Latino Prints
from the Serie Project;” “Stanley
Koppel: Artist as Activist;” and
“Paint from Nature; William Keith
and the Sierra.”
It is not a referendum or critique of the museum’s past to say
that director Lauren Macdonald,
new Curator April Bojorquez and
Programs and Collections Manager John Schneider represent a
fresh, energetic team. Instead, recognizing the strong leadership that
proceed them, Bojourquez and
Schneider speak of the strength
of traditions and standards established prior to their tenure. They
say the museum’s history, permanent collection and past programming provides firm foundation
for re-envisioned goals and objectives.
Bojourquez, just a few months
into the job and new to the Bay
Area, says the “Graphicanos” exhibit is exciting examples of potential because a number of student
organizations are fully involved.
“Graphicanos” is a traveling
exhibit that showcases 45 silkscreen prints representative of

A

the Chicano Art Movement. The
works on display rise from the
Serie Project, founded by Sam
Coronado in 1993 and based in
his hometown, Austin, Texas. The
Series Project studio trains people
from underserved Mexican American and Latino communities in
serigraphy printmaking; providing not just an artistic outlet, but
a trade and means of income.
“This art is significant because of
the skilled printmaking technique
shown, but also because it represented and supported Latino artists. It gave them a body of work,
a series of sellable prints,” says
Bojorquez.
The works on display demonstrate vast range in content, subject
and the degree of advocacy or outspoken, overt political messaging.
Diverse also are the artists’ use of
color, added textures, digital and
traditional techniques and style.
Even so, they collect cohesively,
such that a viewer can draw parallels between the skeleton figure
adorning the box of “Un-Naturally
Harvested” raisins in Ester Hernandez’s Sun Raid to the bold
red heart pierced by an arrow and
wrapped in ropes that is held by a
heroic Latino figure in Mauro H.
Garza’s Corazon de Azteca. Other
works address social justice and
cultural pride with a lighter touch,
as in Margarita Cabrera’s Plancha de Hierro (Iron Will) that has
a cloud of white birds rise from a
household iron emblazoned with
an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe (the Mexican manifestation
of the Virgin Mary). Portraits in
the works by artists Maceo Montoya and Sandra C. Fernandez are
equally compelling in presenting
young people whose future years,
the works suggest, will be not be
easy and are to be approached with
caution.
“Graphicanos” emphasizes that
art is visual literature, according
to Schneider. “It’s activism, with

Be someone’s support
Give back, locally
Be a Volunteer!
Seniors need your help:
x Drivers (Ages 25-77)
x Friendly visitors
x Help around the home
(handyman and light house
work)
x And many other opportunities!

www.LamorindaVillage.org ~ (925) 283-3500

obvious messages that expand the
conversation on topical issues.”
To that end, Bojorquez says
programs like the exhibit opening
that included a dance performance
by the Davalos Dance Company is
representative of the museum’s future plans. Led by Artistic Director
Catherine Marie Davalos, who is
also the director of SMC’s Dance
Program, the dance company two
days later presented Radical Acts
of Love, a site-adaptive dance-theatre work set to traditional Mexican music, poetry, spoken word,
and original compositions.
Bojorquez says public programs they are developing will
attract audiences from throughout
the Bay Area. The directors and
staff plan to visit local studios
in search of new work that “best
reflects the people and work in
the Bay Area,” according to Bojorquez. Art kits for families,
panels and presentations led by
students, faculty, artists and experts from the area invited in conjunction with exhibits, and other
programs that place art as a touchstone for dialogue are in the mix.
“Art makes words and individual
experiences visual, comprehensible,” says Schneider. “There’s a
real life narrative here.”
Bojorquez, adding hopeful
words to remember, says, “Artists
speak out not only to the present
social time and it’s struggles, but
to the future. Artists speak to what
they imagine is a better way.”

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.

WALNUT CREEK’S PREMIER ACTIVE
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
IN THE HEART OF THE CITY

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
• Custom Designs
• Appraisals
• Expert Repairs
• Pearl Restringing

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

Reg $15, Now $10
1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/15/18. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

Must present coupon. New students only.

(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

INSPIRE Creating a sense of community at Moraga
ACADEMIC SUPPORT

Serving middle and
high school students in
Lamorinda Community.

>,,2-9,,;<;6905.
/64,>692/,37
3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

MATH TUTORING

GRADES K-12
3UH$OJHEUD$OJHEUD *HRPHWU\
3UH&DOFXOXV &DOFXOXV
6$7$&73UHSDUDWRU\
,QGLYLGXDOL]HG,QVWUXFWLRQ

Fine Jewelry since 1977

$5 off Watch Battery
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JEN M C K E N Z I E
Math Specialist
and Tutor

• Office on School St. (near SiSi’s)
• Tutoring, review & preview
• Increased motivation & success

Country Club
By John T. Miller

call today. 925.247.5515
inspireacademicsupport.com

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

•
•
•
•
•
•

LIVING TRUST

Trust Agreement
Pour Over Will
Guardianship of Minor Children
Power of Attorney for Finance
Community Property Agreement
Transfer of Real Property into Trust

895

$

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:
•
•
•

Power of Attorney for Health Care
Living Will
HIPAA

COMPLETE
Valid until November 14, 2018

FREE

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Plan Includes:

Trust Agreement
• ••Trust
Agreement
Pour Over Will
• Guardianship of Minor Children
• •Pour
Over Will
Power of Attorney for Finance
Community Property
• ••Guardianship
of Agreement
Minor Children
Transfer of Real Property into Trust
• Advanced
Power Medical
of Attorney
Finance
Including
:
Directives,for
• •Transfer
of Real
Power of Attorney
for Property
Health Care
• Living Will
• •Advanced
Health Care Directive
HIPAA

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277

Law Offices of

Lauren Smykowski

www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com
Office Located in Walnut Creek

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog
Plumbing

Youngsters roast marshmallows in preparation for making s’mores at the Moraga Country Club overnight
campout last month.
Photo provided

nder new Youth Activity Coordinator Kareena Manji, the
Moraga Country Club has set up a
number of events with the goal of
improving the community feel of
the club.
Most of the events are open to
nonmember guests, but a member
also attending the event must accompany them. According to Manji, “The cost of our events fluctuate depending on the type of event,
but they can range anywhere from
complimentary pool parties to very
elegant wine dinners.”
Events planned for the club’s
youth in October include a FatherDaughter Dance this Saturday evening, Oct 6; a Drive-in Movie night
the following Sunday, Oct 7; a Kids
Halloween Party from noon to 3
p.m. on Oct 27, and a Halloween
Trick O’ Treat Buffet from 3:30 to
5 p.m. on Oct 31.
For the complimentary Drivein Movie night, participants will
drive their golf carts onto the driving range and watch “Jumanji” on
a large, inflatable screen. Movie
snacks will also be provided.

U

By Lou Fancher

Does your plumbing give you a

F R i GHT ?

ZOT! Zap Out Trouble--before trouble zaps
p yyou.
50% OFF CRAWL UNDER

(It can be scaryy

Good Preventive Plumbing measures will
protect you and your family from true life
horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting,
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek!

down
d
under
der your
your house!))

50% OFF
Inspection

crawl space plumbing
Inspection* $226 Value
Ins
*visible and accessible plumbing; Homeowners
*visib
only;
y most houses Thru 11/15/2018

F
Family-owned
& serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!
g

We Hop To It!

CA Lic
929641

(925)

377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

The Labor Day event, with
nearly 150 attending, featured a
Foosball Tournament with a Kids
Division and a Parent/Kid Division
and proved to be so popular that
the adults want their own tournament, according to Manji. A barbecue lunch and dessert followed the
tournament, with games and contests provided by a DJ.
The Mother-Son Dance featured a Safari theme and was hosted in the Main Dining Room with
over 50 people attending. Moms
and sons dressed up like lions and
tigers. Again, a full buffet and
dessert were provided along with
games and activities including limbo, freeze dance and many more.
Manji summed up the Moraga
Country Club’s purpose, saying,
“We are continually working to
build a community that families are
proud of and want to be a part of.”
Members can contact the concierge’s desk at (925) 376-2200 to
find out more information on any
of the upcoming events.

Sold-out LLLC Sweet Thursday event
features author and civil rights activist

Gas Water & Sewer

Head Frog Mo Williams

So far, MCC has held a number
of successful events, including a
Back to School Pool Party on Aug.
18; an overnight Family Campout
on Aug. 25-26; a Foosball Tournament and barbecue over the Labor
Day weekend, and a Mother-Son
Dance on Sept. 8.
Well over 100 people attended
the complimentary pool party,
which was geared toward bringing
kids together on their last weekend
of summer.
Throughout the summer, the
MCC Waves swim team – with
over 250 youngsters participating –
played host to over a dozen social
activities in addition to the weekly
swim meets.
For the Family Campout, 17
tents housed about 65-70 people on
the driving range starting at 5 p.m.
Saturday, with a full buffet dinner
and breakfast. Games, s’mores,
music and the movie “Zootopia”
entertained the overnight guests.
“This event received extremely positive feedback and we will
definitely be having another one
again,” said Manji.

Courtesy of Betty Reid Soskin

ith people in their 40s, 50s
and 60s snaking in a long
line from the doorway and excited
conversations ringing out across a
plaza at Lafayette Library’s Community Hall, it was easy to think
a classic rock band or R&B star–
The Beatles, Marvin Gaye, Aretha
Franklin or another music celebrity–was scheduled.
And in a way, there was.
Appearing Sept. 20 at Sweet

W

Thursday Presents, singer/songwriter, author and civil rights
activist Betty Reid Soskin drew
a sold-out crowd of nearly 200
people. Remarkable for a variety
of achievements, Soskin at age 97
is the National Park Service’s oldest ranger. Her memoir, “Sign My
Name to Freedom” (Hay House,
2018), chronicles a pioneering life
from her birth in 1921 in Detroit,
Michigan, through growing up in
the Deep South with Louisiana
Creole parents and rich ancestral
history.
The memoir reveals that upon
moving to the Bay Area and becoming an adult, Soskin existed on
a racial bridge that had her deeply
invested in Oakland and Berkeley
Black communities and organizations, but also living, working, marrying twice and raising four children
in what were, at the time, predominantly all-white neighborhoods.
Eventually, Soskin became active
in city and state government and
white-dominated academia, work-

ers’ unions and businesses in Walnut
Creek, Berkeley and Oakland.
With limited prompts from
moderator Ruth Thornburg, Soskin framed her childhood years.
“My father was a craftsman who
worked with his father, an eminent builder in New Orleans,” she
began. Among her family’s many
achievements were regionally significant buildings and the first banana conveyor used on the docks
in Mobile, Alabama. Notable also
was the “offense” her father caused
by suggesting a white man should
address him by his last name and
not “Louie,” his first name. It was
customary – and obviously egregious – racism. Her family had to
leave town after her father stood
his ground, which explains why she
was born and the family lived for
the next three years in Michigan,
far from their relatives. “I’m glad
it’s not like that now,” said Soskin.
... continued on Page C4
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Four strong women
featured in THT’s ‘The
Revolutionists’
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Preventive medicine made easy
Are you 50 and up-to-date with your screenings?
Here are the screenings you should do after turning 50:

By Sophie Braccini

• Blood Pressure
• Cholesterol
• Diabetes
• Mammogram

• Osteoporosis
• Prostate Screenings
• Colon Cancer
• Immunizations

To schedule an
appointment today in
our Lamorinda office,
call 925-962-9120.

From left: Sarah Mitchell and Kimberly Ridgeway in “The Revolutionists” at
Town Hall Theatre.
Photos Jay Yamada

t was an especially hard time for
women in revolutionary France
– when a woman was still considered a second-class citizen, and
could still be beheaded for her political opinions. Playwright Lauren
Gunderson chose to give a glimpse
of the life of four remarkable women of that time, and for us to ponder
what fighting for women’s rights
really meant when one’s life was
on the line.
The four very different women
on stage try in their own way to
transcend the predicament of their
sex and attempt to effect change in
a meaningful way during this tumultuous time.
The four characters are MarieAntoinette, former queen of France,
Charlotte Corday, political activist
and assassin, Olympe de Gouges,
playwright and writer of the bill
of writes of women, and Marianne
Angelle, a fictional black woman
from the Caribbean who fights to
free slaves. The play is not necessarily a history lesson, though the
historical facts cited in the play are
correct. Gunderson does not necessarily spend her time detailing who
these four women were and what
motivated them. What she presents
is more a silhouette of who they
were. Dressed in the accouterment
of the period, the four women use
contemporary language – including
profanity, and body language that
do a lot for the farcical aspect of
the play.
The character de Gouges is a
playwright herself and she wants
to write something important about
the events that are unfolding around
her. She articulates the problematic
that interlaces the whole play, is art
necessary and meaningful when
history runs amok? Is writing plays
something more than a distraction
for the rich? Corday and Angelle
are action heroes, yet they seek the
writer, because, in their own words
if a story is not written, if words
are not put behind it, then the story
cannot endure, it does not exist.
The four women chosen by director Susan Evans hold their parts
with passion. Heather Kellogg as
Charlotte Corday, “the angel of
assassin” is full of fire and conviction, Sarah Mitchell as Olympe de
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Gouges wavers from passionate
to being full of doubts, Kimberly
Ridgeway as Marianne Angelle is a
survivor and a fighter, Suzie Shepard as Marie-Antoinette is moving
despite her foolishness, or maybe
because of it.
De Gouges would have deserved a play of her own to pay
tribute to her extraordinary courage and endeavors. She wrote, “A
woman has the right to mount the
scaffold. She must possess equally
the right to mount the speaker’s
platform.” Because she opposed
the most extreme of revolutionaries she was executed in November 1793. Corday was an educated
young girl living in the countryside
who dreamed of republic and freedom for all. When extremists entered the French revolution, terrorizing and killing their opponents,
she decided that the one journalist
that had inflamed passions through
his fanatical writing had to die so
all could be saved. She knew she
would die for her action and she
was executed in July 1793. Marie
Antoinette was executed in October 1793, 10 months after her husband, King Louis XVI.
Director Susan Evans, also artistic director at Town Hall Theatre,
explains that she was able to gather
an entirely female crew, including
all the production team, to produce
this play. She chose the play because she found Gunderson’s text
to be very relevant to our time,
and a poignant drama, with many
moments of humor. She noted that
the writer was the most produced
playwright in America in 2017;
Gunderson was also the winner
of the Lanford Wilson Award, the
Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award
and the Otis Guernsey New Voices
Award. This production of “The
Revolutionists” in Lafayette is a
Bay Area premiere.
Opening night was Sept. 29 and
the play will continue at Town Hall
Theater through Oct. 20. Different
events, such as Theater Club nights
when patrons are encouraged to
stay after the presentation to talk
with the cast and director, are also
scheduled. For information, visit
www.townhalltheatre.com.

From left: Sarah Mitchell, Suzie Shepard, Kimberly Ridgeway and Heather
Kellogg in “The Revolutionists” at Town Hall Theatre.

Men’s Hair by Galina
1038 Second Street, Unit A
Lafayette

415-640-4560
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911 Moraga Road
Lafayette, CA 94549

Host Your Event
At the historic Moraga Barn

xSpecial Events
xReceptions
xCocktail Parties
xRehearsal Dinners
xWedding Showers
xWine Tastings
xArt Show

xBusiness Dinners
xPrivate Parties
xMixers
xBirthday Parties
xClass Reunions
xSeminars
xBenefits

CALL FOR RATES!
Contact Greg Gaskin at (925) 376-7335 or visit us at www.moragabarn.com
925 Country

Club Drive, Moraga, Ca 94556

Theater View Veterinary Clinic
• Offering your pets compassionate care
• Modern hospital and equipment
• Long tenured, experienced staff
• Puppy classes for our clients

Dr. Laurie Langford-owner
1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda, CA 94563
P: (925) 317-3187
F: (925) 334-7017
E: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
W: www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

Dr. Amelia Ausman
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Girl Scout Troop 31881 Takes on
the Rainbow Community Center
Art Station

POP!
Featuring

of

MEL
RAMOS

By Aly Kirke

Photo Linda Murphy

he struggles of the LGBTQ community
often go unrecognized. Luckily, places
like the Rainbow Community Center in Concord exist. RCC works to provide LGBTQ+
youth with anything they might need.
That’s why Lafayette Girl Scout Troop
31881 decided to support the RCC, organizing and helping stock a craft station where
visitors can express themselves through art.
“The art station is a way for our youth to
express internal emotions through a different
and positive outlet. It’s also a way for youth
to connect with other LGBTQ+ people while
sharing their art,” said Christian Aguirre,
RCC youth outreach counselor. “The girls
are setting a good example. Volunteer your

T

time, attend community events, make donations, it all makes a difference.”
Troop 31881 has been together since kindergarten and over the years it has become a
group of four: Riley, Jordan, Natalie and Aly.
The girls attend three different schools and
the Troop keeps them connected.
With approval from RCC, the Troop collected a donated shelf with rainbow bins inside and received generous donations of art
supplies. The girls organized supplies that
RCC already had, painted the shelves with
rainbows and flowers, and restocked brushes, markers and other supplies.
According to the True Colors Fund, the
LGBTQ community makes up to 40 percent
of the homeless youth population. This can
be because they were disowned by their parents after coming out or being outed, to escape a dangerous situation.
RCC provides a Youth Program, counseling, a food pantry, a senior program, an
HIV program and school-based support, presentations and guest speaking. The Community Center is open Monday through Friday,
from 1 to 6 p.m., plus youth groups.

& Friends
gabriel Navar
eric ghrbich
& martin segobia

Mel Ramos,
Superman, 1962.
Oil on canvas.

AAUW Tech Trekkers thrilled by
experiences at Grace Hopper STEM
Camp

even enthusiastic eighth-grade girls from
Lamorinda who attended Tech Trek
camp on the Stanford University campus in
July were honored at a reunion and reception
on Sept. 7 in Moraga.
Mary Conklin, Ella Easley, Marianne
Eichmann, Jada Hembrador, Liesel Hilkemeyer, Isabelle Katz, and Maya Martono
attended camp on scholarships sponsored
by the Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette branch
of the American Association of University
Women. The OML Branch has been sending
middle school girls to Tech Trek camp since
1998, and to date, it has sponsored 86 girls.
The girls were delighted with their special experiences bonding with “like-minded
girls” who love science and math and seeing
their future in a variety of possible STEM
careers.
Tech Trek math/science camp is designed to encourage rising eighth-grade
girls to persist with their excitement about
science, technology, engineering and math
through high school, college, and into their
careers. The program features numerous
hands-on activities as well as a chance for
the girls to make friends with other girls interested in STEM and to meet professional
women in STEM fields.
This year, core classes at camp included
computer coding and cyber sleuthing, as

S

Opening Night:
October 27, 6 PM

925.284.1485
3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
LAFAYETTE

By Moya Stone

Fashions by Indonesian designer Itang
Yunasz are part of Contemporary Muslim
Fashions at the de Young Museum in San
Francisco.

Jamie Peters models a stylish fall sweater by
Banana Republic. One of many fashion finds
available at Wayside Thrift Store.
Photos Moya Stone

catwalks styled in different ways. From Hollywood starlet to Queen Elizabeth II, turbans
to pirate style, head scarves are in. According to W magazine the desire for an “air of
mystery” is what’s driving this trend, which
paired with sunglasses can help anyone go
stylishly incognito. I found some beautiful
scarf options at the Moraga Art Gallery in the
Rheem Shopping Center. Hand painted silk
by wearable art artist Natasha Faucault, these
scarves are a good size and come in an array
of fall colors for around the neck or head or
both, your choice.
Speaking of covering up, the current
fashion exhibit at the de Young Museum in
San Francisco is the first to explore Muslim
fashions. Contemporary Muslim Fashions
is on now through Jan. 8 and features 80
original garments created by designers for
Muslim women and all women who want to
dress modestly. These fashions are colorful,
made of rich and varied textiles, and appeal
to a global market. Participating designers
from the Middle East, Indonesia, Europe and
the United States, provide examples of how
cultural differences inform their designs. Additionally there are photographs and videos
to help contextualize the fashions on display.
Contemporary Muslim Fashions is a rare opportunity and a must see for serious fashion
followers.
Have a fabulous fall season and remember, go forth in style.
Moya Stone is a fashion writer and blogger at www.overdressedforlife.com.

recently popped into Wayside Thrift Shop
in Lafayette and met with Thrift Shop
co-chair Arlita Smith and Clothing Team
Chairman Jamie Peters for a chat and a tour.
Wayside raises money for Assistance League
Diablo Valley and is named for the historic
inn, which it is located on Golden Gate Way.
Locals know the shop to be a hot spot of
quality clothing, including some vintage, and
name brands such as J. Crew, Ann Taylor,
Michael Kors, Calvin Klein, to name a few.
“Wayside Thrift Store is an ideal place to
bring anyone who loves finding unique gems
and well constructed pieces,” says Lafayette
stylist Julie Rubenstein, who often shops at
the Wayside for her clients.
According to Peters, customers run the
gamut from teenagers who come in on the
weekends wanting something different to
moms needing kids clothes or something for
themselves. Smith says that Wayside “appeals to that customer who is looking for a
treasure.” The shop brings out new donated
merchandise every day and their special
events are a big hit. Every couple of weeks,
Wayside has a theme event in which particular items are featured. Coming up on Oct. 9
is Cashmere. All the shop’s cashmere will be
out on the floor and at excellent prices. I’m
told people stand in line waiting for the shop
to open on event days.
Wayside is also a good option for HalPhoto Sandra Fox-Sohner
loween costumes. I saw a fabulous vintage
well as marine biology, CSI forensics, and Pendleton cape – hello Sherlock Holmes!
aerospace engineering. At camp, the girls There was also an adorable giraffe costume
took apart computers, wrote computer code, just right for a toddler. Fall fashions now
dissected fish, went on a STEM hunt on in the shop include sweaters, jackets, wool
campus, learned the physics of hand-made skirts, and blouses. I spotted several chunky
cars and went on field trips. They stayed sweater dresses and men’s clothes, too, such
up to midnight looking through a variety as tweed jackets, slacks and ties. Accessories
of telescopes and talking with engaging abound. Jewelry, shoes, handbags ... oh my.
amateur astronomers. They “speed dated” Wayside Thrift Shop is open from 10 a.m. to
to learn about the STEM careers of profes- 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
sional women, and learned about structural
Among the trends for fall 2018 is a new
engineering and build structures using rolled twist on the scarf. Scarves are every womup newspapers.
an’s must-have for style and comfort around
Some quotes from the girls: “This camp the neck but this season designers are showhas been a fun, amazing and life-chang- ing the scarf in a new fashion – around the
ing experience that I will never forget.” head. Head covers were all over the fall 2018 Hand painted silk scarves by Natasha Foucault available at the Moraga Art Gallery.
“Thanks to this opportunity, I can leave with
more confidence and an even greater love for
STEM.” “Continue to inspire girls like me
to pursue STEM careers!” And “Tech Trek Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
was one of the best weeks ever!”
AAUW-OML scholarships are funded such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident,
through annual events, such as the Walnut or about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along
Creek Restaurant Walk featuring 16 restau- with your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and
rants providing food from 6 to 9 p.m. on Oct. include “Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.
9 or a paper shredding event from 9 a.m. to
noon at 5A Rent-A-Space in Moraga (Cost:
Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some
$9 per file box).
of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and informaFor more information about Tech Trek,
tion about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
visit http://oml-ca.aauw.net/tech-trek/.
with the subject header In Service to the Community.

ll ages enjoyed the Run on the Wild- Foundation’s campaign to raise money for
er Side fundraiser held at Wilder on the Community Park renovation.
Sept. 3 to benefit the Orinda Park and Rec

Submitted by Jan Cushman
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RAMOS

Welcome to fall

Submitted by Carolyn Mills
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Artist Michael Stehr shows work at Tally
Home in Orinda
By Sora O’Doherty

Photo Sora O’Doherty

ally Home in Orinda will
host a reception and display
works of local artist Michael
Stehr at 5 p.m. Oct. 18. Currently
some five of Stehr’s pieces are
on display in the shop. Stehr is
a self-taught artist. A couple of
years after he graduated from
Stanford in 1991 with an art history degree, Stehr began to study
the works of his favorite artists
to learn how they handled techniques such as composition and
color. Working alone in his studio, he copied his favorite works,
learning in the manner of art students often seen copying great
works of art in European museums. Stehr’s favorite artist is
Camille Corot. He likes to say
that he’s learned from his favorite artists and has had the greatest teachers. Corot, who painted
in the early 19th century, was an
inspiration to the Impressionists
who followed him.
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Unlike Corot, however, Stehr
doesn’t have an allowance from
wealthy parents that allowed him
the luxury of painting without
concern about supporting his
family. So Stehr in his day job
is a decorative artist, offering his
clients a range of special finishes
for their interior decorating, including murals, gold leafing, and
trompe l’oeil work. Stehr learned
his trade putting himself through
college as a house painter.
Stehr devotes himself to his
fine art work on evenings, weekends and holidays. But he says,
“I don’t consider this work. It
isn’t a hardship; I would do it for
fun.” Nevertheless, Stehr actually does work very hard. He won’t
exhibit his works unframed, and
doesn’t want to spend what it
would take to frame his works,
so he does it himself. He has an
annual exhibit at the Piedmont
Center for the Arts each Novem-

ber, for which he produces some
40 new paintings and fabricates
the frames for each, doing his
own carpentry and metal leafing
on the frames.
In addition, Stehr applies
his art history expertise leading groups of art lovers through
Rome and Paris several times a
year. He has just conducted his
16th guided tour of Rome. He
shares his own experience of the
art aloud with his clients. He did
his first guided tour in 2000. “It’s
been fun to build relationships,”
he notes, “with both the art and
the people.” He feels at home
staying in the same hotels each
time he visits. In fact, he has had
an exhibition of about 16 of his
paintings, which he brought over
and displayed in the hotel where
he stays. His clients usually extend their trips, either before or
after joining him for the guided
art tour. He is currently putting
together a trip for painters, where
they can practice their art in a
European setting, likely either
Sienna, Italy or the Loire Valley
in France.
Stehr has done a lot of work
in the Carmel home of Tally
Home founder Megan Lindberg’s father. Lindberg admires
Stehr’s European flare, which is
what she wants people to experience at Tally Home. “I want it to
feel like people are walking into
Europe,” she says of her store.
The Oct. 18 event will be a Meet
the Artist Open House, with light
appetizers, wine and other beverages, starting at 5 p.m.

Beloved children’s book author speaks at
local Rotary meeting
By John T. Miller

Joanna H. Kraus

Photo Andy Scheck

enowned children’s author
and playwright Joanna H.
Kraus spoke at the Lafayette Rotary meeting last week, entertaining the members with her recently
published children’s books.
Her two latest publications,
“Bravo, Benny” and “The Blue
Toboggan” are not at all alike.
They are from different publishers, with their own illustrators and
deal with very different subject
matter.
“Both stories are based on actual events,” said Kraus. “‘Bravo,
Benny’ is more lighthearted about
a girl who desperately wants a
dog, but has to win over her grandmother’s approval, while ‘Blue
Toboggan’ deals with the grief of
a young boy losing a close friend.”
“Bravo, Benny,” published in
2018 by Mirror Publishing, tells
the story of Nina, who has wished
for a dog on the last “eight years
of birthday cakes,” but must overcome her Granny Lil’s unwillingness to have a dog in the house. In
the end, Benny saves the day and
wins Granny’s reluctant approval.
“Blue Toboggan,” a 2016
publication by Mascot Books, is
a compassionate look at a young
boy, Will, who loses his best friend
Danny. The two of them were saving to buy a blue toboggan with
silver stripes so they could “fly
down Wildberry Hill, the two of
us, faster than fast.”

R

Kraus paraphrased from the
blurb on the back of the book,
saying, “With the help of a sympathetic teacher and class, Will
learns that love and friendship
don’t have to die as long as you
remember.”
Rotary member Dr. Kelly
Hood, who practices dermatology in Lafayette, invited Kraus to
speak at the recent meeting.
“My kids read her books
growing up,” said Hood. “She’s
delightful to hear from and has
lead such a varied and interesting life. Her books have universal
themes appropriate for every age.”
Kraus also spoke about her
personal essay from the August
issue of “Alive,” a magazine published in Alamo. The article, titled
“Aging in Place – My Manor
and Me,” describes a two-month
nightmare at her Rossmoor home
where sewage backed up into
her tub. Just before that, she had
endured bronchitis, an infected
tooth, and a mysterious ailment
that made walking extremely
painful.
Once the problems were fixed
– by plumbers and painters for the
manor, and several medical experts for her body – all returned to
normal. Until, that is, she learned
shortly after that a patio support
pillar and surrounding tile were
cracking and she needed retinal
surgery!
Kraus, who grew up in Maine,
moved to California in the fall of
1995 when her adopted Korean
son, who attended college at Sonoma State, announced that he
would not be coming home to any
more snow. She took an early retirement from her position as Professor Emerita of Theatre at the
College at Brockport, State University of New York and moved to
Rossmoor.
Kraus writes mostly for children and is an award-winning
playwright of 18 published and
widely produced scripts and an
author of numerous short stories,
children’s books, articles and reviews.
Her books are available on the

websites of Amazon and Barnes &
Noble, the publishers, or through
your favorite bookstore via Ingram. They will also be sold at
this year’s Rossmoor Fall Bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 3 in the Oak Room at Gateway Clubhouse.
For more information, visit her
website at www.joannakraus.com.
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BAD Drainage,
Inc.
INC.

Have You Checked Your
Crawlspace Lately?
•• French
French Drains
Drains
•• Underfloor
Underfloor Drains
Drains
• Downspout Systems
• Downspout Systems
• Subdrain Systems
•• Subdrain
Systems
Sump Pumps
•• Sump
Pumps
Retaining
Walls
•• Pavestone
Retaining Driveway
Walls & Walkways

• Pavestone Driveway & Walkways
A General Engineering Contractor
A Generalowned
Engineering
Contractor
Locally
and Operated
Locally
ownedLIC
and
Operated
Contractor
# 762208
Contractor LIC # 762208

925•377•9209
925•377•9209
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com
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ings by member artist Josie Osolin,
whose work invariably evokes a
sense of energy and passion. Also
featured in the show are two guest
artists: Jenn Norpchen, specializing
in wild, whimsical gourds, reincarnated as birds, frogs, snails and other
creatures, and Terry Ow-Wing, an
Asian-influenced glass artist whose
work has evolved from her background in architecture, photography,
and glass blowing. The show runs
through Oct. 20. For more information, visit www.moragaartgallery.
com or call (925) 376-5407.

ART

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Bay Area Studio Artists will present “Herd,” an exhibit of paintings
in acrylics and oils at Orinda Books,
276 Village Square, Orinda, during
the month of October. You’re invited to the artists’ reception from
1 to 3 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 6. Or
stop by the bookstore during regular hours. BASA is a group of local
artists who have been painting and
showing their work together since
2010. Their show “Herd” explores
the herd instinct, that urge to gather
with others of your own kind. It explores herds of many kinds, includMUSIC
ing some whimsical varieties. For
more information on BASA, see the Gonna Take a Sentimental Jourwebsite: http://www.bayaareastu- ney at 4 p.m. on Oct. 7 at the Lafaydioartists.com.
ette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49
Knox Rd., Lafayette. Cantare Con
Fall Exhibitions at the Saint Vivo kicks off their 32nd season in
Mary’s College Museum of Art early October with the Chorale’s
through Dec. 16, opening reception annual Ice Cream Family Concert,
4 to 7 p.m. on Sept. 20. “Graphica- “Gonna Take a Sentimental Journos: Contemporary Latino Prints” ney,” featuring folk and popular
from the Serie Project and “Stanley songs, Broadway selections, light
Koppel: Artist as Activist.” https:// classics, and spirituals. In keeping
www.stmarys-ca.edu/museum
with tradition, ice cream will be
provided free for everyone in attenValley Art Gallery presents its dance following the concert. Ticknew fall show “Art’s Up!” running ets: $27.50 General, $65 Family,
through Nov. 10. Demonstrating a $10 Student. https://cantareconvivo.
wide range of motifs, styles, media secure.force.com/ticket/#sections_
and prices, and representing the best a0F0B00000J5pASUAZ
of the best from more than 100 East
Bay artists, the “Art’s Up!” exhibi- Crowden Music Center presents
tion is a must-see show for residents Community Music Day from 10
of the Diablo Valley! In addition, a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct 21. at
there are beautifully crafted, ce- Crowden Music Center, 1475 Rose
ramic, wood and glass pieces, and Street, Berkeley. Crowden’s Comoriginal designer jewelry. www.val- munity Music Day is a free musileyartgallery.org; (925) 935-4311
cal carnival, with Instrument Petting Zoos, San Francisco Chamber
The Moraga Art Gallery presents Orchestra, face painting, prizes
“Walk on the Wild Side,” a new and more. Free. For more info see
exhibit featuring the distinctive, https://www.crowden.org/concertsstrikingly colorful abstract paint- and-events/community-music-day
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or call (510) 559-6910 or email con- ongoing conversations. Tickets: $20
certs@crowden.org.
plus service fee; Lamorinda Mom’s
Members and educators $10 plus
service fee.
THEATER
Town Hall Theatre Company
presents “The Revolutionists”
through Oct. 20 at the Town Hall
Theatre Company, 3535 School
Street, Lafayette. For tickets, prices,
and showtimes: www.townhalltheatre.com; Box Office: (925) 2831557.

Trick or Treat Street from 4 to 6
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 26 in Downtown Lafayette. For a fun, safe Halloween event, children and their
parents are invited to Trick-or-Treat
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard from Plaza
Way to Dewing Avenue, Lafayette
Circle and in La Fiesta Square.

Join Orinda Books from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 6 for
Paw Fund’s Mobile Adoptions at the
store. Looking for wonderful homes
for rescue pups. And it’s also a day to
celebrate dogs. Friendly leashed dogs
are welcome. There will be games,
a raffle, and tips from Tailored Dog
Training and tons of dog books for
sale and book sales will also benefit
Paw Fund, which provides free and
low-cost pet health care and referrals
to community members in Contra
Costa and Alameda counties.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Trick or Treat with the kids 3 to 5
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 31 at the Serbian Food Festival from noon
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Cen- Rheem Shopping Center in Moraga. to 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6 at Holy
Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
ter is proud to host Bindu Mohanty,
1700 School Street, Moraga. Live
Ph.D., for its October Forum. Her
OTHER
Serbian Music, delicious homemade
presentation is entitled “Auroville:
50 years of experimenting with hu- Lafayette Juniors 25th Annual pastries and a bounce house for the
man unity.” Mohanty is a writer, Rummage Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 kids.
educator and sustainability consul- p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6 at Lafayettetant. This event takes place at 6 p.m. Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 The UC Theatre Taube Family
Wednesday, Oct. 10 at Mt. Diablo Knox Dr., Lafayette. Special Early Music Hall presents “Teton Gravity
Peace and Justice Center, located Bird Entrance fee of $5 per adult Research: Far Out” at 6:45 and 9:15
at 1035 Carol Lane in Lafayette. from 7 to 8 a.m. Pre-loved designer p.m. on Oct. 12 at The UC Theatre
Tickets are $10 in advance; $15 at clothes, baby and kid clothes, toys, Taube Family Music Hall, 2036 Unithe door; $5 for Center members children’s gear, furniture, house- versity Avenue, Berkeley. Join Teton
and free for students. They may be hold goods, and much more. Cash Gravity Research for the winter
purchased online at http://ourpeace- and credit cards accepted. All sale kickoff party of the year, a one-night
center.org.
proceeds benefit local nonprofits only premiere of TGR’s new ski and
that serve children, families, and snowboard film, “Far Out,” presentKIDS, PARENTS & TEENS
communities in need. Visit www. ed by REI. Cost: $18 - 20. For more
lafayettejuniors.org for more infor- info see https://www.theuctheatre.
org/event/1759412-teton-gravityLamorinda Moms Presents Dr. mation.
research-far-berkeley/ or call (510)
Allison Briscoe-Smith, “How to
Talk to Kids About Race” beginning Lafayette Juniors 25th Annual 356-4000 or email information@
at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 16 in the Orinda Rummage Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 theuctheatre.org.
Intermediate School Multi-purpose p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6. Special Earroom. Broaching the topic of race ly Bird Entrance fee: $5 per adult The Lamorinda branch of AAUW
with children can be challenging. from 7 to 8 a.m. at Lafayette-Orin- will hold its 5th Annual Tech Trek
Many of us do not even know how da Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox Shred Fest, a secure pulverized pato begin to start such an important, Dr., Lafayette. Pre-loved designer per shredding event. Shred papers on
complicated subject without feeling clothes, baby and kid clothes, toys, site from 9 a.m. to noon on Oct. 13 at
anxious about whether we are doing children’s gear, furniture, household 5A Rent-a-Space, 455 Moraga Road,
it right. In just two hours, Briscoe- goods, and much more. Visit www. Moraga. Cost: $9 per file box; keep
Smith will present powerful ways to lafayettejuniors.org for more infor- your boxes.
help you facilitate these must-have mation.
Art of Mixology from 4:30 to 7
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 13 at Orinda’s
Theatre Square. This is Lamorinda
Arts Council’s largest fundraiser of
the year, with an anticipated crowd
of over 300 attendees, and host to
over 20 bartenders creating luscious
craft cocktails, competing for the
Mixologist of the Year. Tickets are
$45 in advance, $55 at the door. For
Lafayette United Methodist Church
information, visit lamorindaarts.org.
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sustainable Lafayette and Town
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages
Hall Theatre are co-hosting a speOpportunities to Love God, Love Others,
cial showing of “An Inconvenient
and Serve the World
Sequel – Truth to Power” at 6:30
p.m. on Oct. 16. Ten years after “An
Inconvenient Truth” brought climate
St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
change to the forefront of mainA Loving Community
stream culture, former Vice PresiSunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
dent Al Gore continues his tireless
fight to educate the next generation
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
of climate champions. Reception
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws
starts at 6:30 p.m., movie at 7 p.m.,
Q&A at 8:45 p.m. More information
and tickets at townhalltheatre.com.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm
10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

St. Perpetua Catholic Community
Y

celebrating our faith  enriching our community  sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for TK - 8th grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

The Saklan School is pleased to
host a screening of “Beyond Measure” by Reel Link Films beginning
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 18 at
the Lafayette Veteran’s Hall, 3780
Mt. Diablo Blvd. For more info or to
RSVP visit: www.saklan.org.

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

If you are spiritual and not religious, are looking for an alternative to
your childhood religion, seek a loving, accepting community, or are
yearning for a deeper connection to Spirit, come and
experience Unity of Walnut Creek. Join us for Sunday Services:

Women of Spirit is a group of inclusive, curious women seeking
connection, shared learning and
growth with other women of diverse
faith traditions. Women of Spirit is
not affiliated with any religious institution, and all are welcome. Their
next meeting is from noon to 2 p.m.
on Oct. 19 at Orinda Community
Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda.

9:30am Contemplative Service

Sunday Sacrament Service
at 10AM
Scripture Study &
Youth Programs
Everyone welcome!

11:30am Celebratory Service * Watch Online
Visit the East Bay’s only Metaphysical bookstore!
1871 Geary Rd, Walnut Creek

unityofwalnutcreek.org

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service and Sunday School
10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting
7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM
Mass Times: Daily Mass Monday - Friday 9:00 am
Saturday - Confessions 3:30 - 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

Saint Mary’s College Guild presents “A Night in Italy” from 5 to
9 p.m. on Oct. 20. Delicious Italian
cuisine, Bella Musica by Joe Simone
Duo, great food and fellowship. This
event will be open seating with the
exception of full tables of eight or
10 purchased under one reservation
form. Make check payable to SMC
Guild. Mail to: Donna Jollymour,
387 Calle la Montana, Moraga, CA
94556. For information call Donna
Jollymour at (925) 299-1651.
The giant fall book sale sponsored
by the Friends of the Moraga Library
will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 20 at the Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Road. Books,
CDs, and DVDs of every category
will be sold at prices ranging from
25 cents to $3.
... continued on next Page
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Lorna Luft next to take the stage at Live at
the Orinda Theatre, Oct. 4

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
1700 School Street; Moraga, CA 94556

‘Star is Born’ remake opens Oct. 5

Invites You to our annual

Serbian Food Festival

By Derek Zemrak

Lorna Luft

Photos provided

orna Luft was born into Hollywood royalty, the daughter of Judy Garland and film
producer Sidney Luft (“A Star is Born”). She
will be bringing her musical talent to the Orinda
Theatre at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 4 as part of the fall
concert series, Live at the Orinda, where she
will be singing the songs her mother taught her.
Luft’s acclaimed career has encompassed
virtually every arena of entertainment. A celebrated live performer, stage, film and television actress, bestselling author, recording artist,
Emmy-nominated producer, and humanitarian,
she continues to triumph in every medium with
critics labeling her one of the most versatile and
exciting artists on the stage today. The daughter
of legendary entertainer Garland and producer
Luft, music and entertainment have always
been integral parts of her life.
Luft is a gifted live performer, frequently
featured on the world’s most prestigious stages, including The Hollywood Bowl, Madison
Square Garden, Carnegie Hall, The London
Palladium, and L’Olympia in Paris. She proves
again and again that she’s a stellar entertainer,
proudly carrying the torch of her family’s legendary show business legacy.

L
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“An Evening with Lorna Luft: Featuring the
Songbook of Judy Garland” is a theatrical extravaganza that melds one of the world’s most
familiar songbooks with personal memories
of a loving daughter. The show features such
standards as “You Made Me Love You,” “For
Me and My Gal,” “The Trolley Song,” “Get
Happy,” “The Man That Got Away,” and many
more.
Variety called Lorna’s show “a rousing dramatically riveting music event,” and it received
two Los Angeles Theatre Alliance Ovation
Awards (Best World Premiere Musical and Best
Musical Direction).
If you have not had the opportunity to attend one of the fabulous cabaret shows at the
Orinda Theatre, you don’t want to miss this one.
Seating is limited. It is recommended that you
purchase your tickets as soon as possible, online
at www.lamorindatheatres.com or at the Orinda
Theatre box office.
Luft’s book, “A Star Is Born: Judy Garland
and the Film That Got Away,” was released on
Sept. 18. It explores the history of one of her
mother’s greatest screen performances. The
248-page book also includes never before seen
family photos that capture Garland on and off
the set as well as essays on the various abbreviated cuts of “A Star is Born.” Lorna will be
doing a book signing after the concert.
The most recent “A Star is Born” film starring Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper will be released by Warner Bros. on Oct. 5 and opens at
the Orinda Theater the same night. Warner Bros
studio released the following description: Seasoned musician Jackson Maine (Bradley Cooper) discovers and falls in love with struggling
artist Ally (Gaga). She has just about given up
on her dream to make it big as a singer – until
Jack coaxes her into the spotlight. But even as
Ally’s career takes off, the personal side of their
relationship is breaking down, as Jack fights an
ongoing battle with his own
internal demons.
How lucky are we
in Lamorinda to hear stories of the making of the
Sidney Luft remake of “A
Star is Born” starring Judy
Garland as told by their
daughter one night, and be
able to see the modern recreation the following night
in the same movie palace,
the Orinda Theatre?
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to an hour of peace, enlightenment This free event is sponsored by the
and inspiration. Come to hear about Moraga Citizens Network.
God’s spiritual power to heal, guard,
Consumer Action Committee
East Bay Walk to End Alzheim- guide and love you.
(CAC) is hosting a Disability Eduer’s at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, Oct.
20 at Heather Farms Park in Walnut LOPC Breakfast Group at 7 a.m. cation forum with Catharine Baker
Creek. Put on your walking shoes on Wednesday, Oct. 24 at the La- and Rebecca Bauer-Kahan from 10
and invite friends and family to take fayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, a.m. to noon on Oct. 10 at Lafaypart in the annual Walk to End Al- Davies Room. Speaker: Joe Terry, ette Methodist Church, 955 Moraga
zheimer’s, the nations largest event CEO of CVI Power Foundation. Road, Lafayette. Attend to hear each
to raise awareness and funds for Al- Topic: Where the Bible and Ironman candidate answer questions about iszheimer’s care, support and research. intersect. $5 donation at the door for sues specifically affecting individuLast year, more than 2,300 people breakfast. RSVP by noon on October als with intellectual and developparticipated, raising more than half a 23 to janet@lopc.org or (925) 283- mental disabilities.
million dollars. This year the goal is 8722 x223.
In an effort to bring clarity to your
to raise over $650,000 locally. RegDaughters of the Goddess thoughts so that your well-informed
ister today at alz.org/walk.
Womyn’s Temple welcomes womyn vote can be cast on Nov. 6, the OrinLafayette Res Run for Education and girls of all ages to join them for da Moraga Lafayette (OML) branch
beginning at 8 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. their annual Womyn’s Spiral Dance - of the American Association of Uni21 in Downtown Lafayette. Burn A Multi-Cultural Celebration of Our versity Women (AAUW) will host
some energy with the kids in the 5k, Beloved Ancestors and Crones from an impartial, informational presentaput on your serious running shoes 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. on Oct. 26 at the tion moderated by the Diablo Valley
for the 10k around the Lafayette Orinda Masonic Temple, 9 Altarinda League of Women Voters (LWV) at
Reservoir or simply walk your dog Road, Orinda. During this multi-cul- 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 16 at the
or push the stroller in the 2-mile fun tural ritual, led by Kahuna Leilani, Orinda Community Church, 10 Irrun/walk! All ages welcome. Awards and accompanied by spiritual elders win Way, Orinda.
for fastest runners. Live music plus of different traditions, we come toHealthy Lifestyles Fair. Register gether to honor and celebrate our Lamorinda Republican Women
now for the 5k (8 a.m.), 10k (8:15 loved ones who have passed away. Federated’s meeting will take
a.m.) or the 2 mile (8:45 a.m.) and We build a collective altar dedicated place at 11:30 a.m. on Oct. 18 at the
chose your local school: Acalanes to our Ancestors; each of us adding Orinda Country Club. Please join us
Dons, Burton Valley Bobcats, Cam- photos and mementos of those who to hear Kathleen Jenkins and Eve
polindo Cougars, Happy Valley Hus- we miss and remember. Tickets: $23 Phillips, candidates for Orinda City
kies, Lafayette Leopards, Miramonte advance by Oct. 22; $29 at the door. Council discuss their individual platMatadors, Springhill Scorpions and http://www.daughtersofthegoddess. forms. This event will provide voters
Stanley Wildcats. www.lafayette- com/2018-rituals/2018-spiral-dance/ an opportunity to listen to and ask
questions of these two candidates.
chamber.org/resrun
For additional information, visit
POLITICAL GATHERINGS
www.evefororinda.com and www.
Brian Pennis, C.S., will be talking about “Finding Innocence that Moraga’s Candidates Night from ordindaparksandrec.org/397/Cityis Power, Not Vulnerability” at 7 to 8:30 pm. on Oct. 3 at the Holy Council-Candidate-Info--11618.
2:30 p.m. on Oct. 21 at the Chris- Trinity Serbian Church, 1700 School Cost: luncheon and speaker $36;
tian Science Church in Danville, Street, Moraga. Come meet the three speaker only $15; speaker only stu650 Danville Blvd. Everyone is Moraga Town Council Candidates dent $5.
welcome—loving, free child care is – Mike McCluer, Dave Trotter and
SENIORS
provided—and the talk is free. The Steve Woehleke – and hear them
event lasts just one hour. Traduccion speak on important issues. Bring
Simultaneo al Espanol in the Sunday your questions or submit your ques- Cooking: Farmers’ Market to
School room. Come treat yourself tions to MCN94556@gmail.com. Harvest Meal - Byron Park Dining
OTHER ... continued

Please submit events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Saturday, October 6th, 2018
12:00 Noon - 10:00 p.m.
ٟ

Sarma ٟ kobasice ٟ cevapcici ٟ raznici
& lamb ٟ beverages ٟ other favorites

ٟ pork

delicious homemade pastries

Live Serbian Music,
Trumpet Orchestra, & More!
Plus a bounce house for the
kids!

Please join us !

Service Clubs Announcements
Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m.
The Lafayee Park Hotel & Spa,
Mt. Diablo Blvd.
www.lamorindasunrise.com
or email lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

5:
12:
19:
26:

OCTOBER MEETINGS:
Lost Language In Amazonia
Geologist, Bruce Bilodeau exploring California.
Exposé ! Thomas Raeth
Professor Kam-Biu Luk on cosmic rays and
AntarcaCalifornia.

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

October 4:
October 11:
Assembymember
Dr. John Swartberg: Medical
Kathleen Baker
Trends and What to Look out for.
Lafayette Rotary Golf Classic 2018
OCTOBER 15, 2018 MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB

Reserve your spot! www.lafayettechamber.org/golf

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

Not to be missed
Services Team from 2 to 4 p.m. on
Oct. 11 at Byron Park, 1700 Tice
Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. There
is nothing quite like a meal created
from farm-fresh, in-season ingredients. In this demonstration-style
class, learn how easy and enjoyable
it is to visit your local farmers’ market or produce stand in the morning
and create a delicious and healthful
menu for that night’s meal using all
those fresh ingredients. RSVP to Lafayette Senior Services by Friday,
Oct. 5: Seniors@LoveLafayette.org
or (925) 284-5050. $10 credit card
deposit required to hold your spot.
Members: Free; Non-members: $10.

GARDEN
Montelindo Garden Club October
meeting will be at 9:30 a.m. Friday,
Oct. 19 at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Community Hall.
Presentation: Creating Pumpkulets;
Speaker: Shawna Anderson, Horticultural Consultant and Manager of
the Custom Container Department at
Lafayette’s Orchard Nursery. Shawna will demonstrate how to create
Pumpkulents, a craft using a pumpkin and succulents. You will discover
how you can create these perfect fall
decorations for your own home.

Lamorinda Weekly

is an independent publication, produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA
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A fabulous fig condiment complement
for baked brie or barbecue
By Susie Iventosch

Fig-Shallot Jam

Photo Susie Iventosch

y son Joel called me one
day all excited about the
stuffed mushrooms he had made
with fig chutney, shallots and Parmesan cheese, among other items
of interest like blue cheese, barbe-

M

cue seasoning and Worcestershire
sauce. I’m always delighted to hear
what my kids have been up to in
the kitchen, but what intrigued me
most was the inclusion of fig chutney in stuffed mushrooms. Besides,

I’d been wanting to make fig jam
as soon as figs were in season, so
he sent me the list of ingredients
in the fig chutney he’d purchased,
which included raisins, red onion,
candied ginger and red chile peppers. I decided to combine the shallots and figs into a simpler jam, and
thought it would be great with brie
and toasted walnuts on crackers
or even as a condiment for grilled
meats. This fig jam could not be
easier to make, and it was perfect
with a venison steak my husband
put on the grill. Actually, I think it
would be delicious with any grilled
meat from lamb to turkey … perhaps as an alternative to cranberry
sauce for this year’s Thanksgiving
feast. This is not a weak endorsement, because I absolutely love
cranberry sauce!
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Fig-Shallot Jam

(Makes approximately one cup)
INGREDIENTS
1 pound figs, stems removed
and cut into small pieces,
1/2-inch or so
1 small shallot, finely
chopped
½ cup white sugar
¼ cup light brown sugar
1 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons water
1 tablespoon balsamic
vinegar
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
DIRECTIONS

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found
on our website: www.
lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or
call our office at
(925) 377-0977.

Place all ingredients into a
medium-sized sauce pan. Bring
to a boil, and boil just long
enough to melt the sugar, stirring occasionally. Reduce heat to low
and continue to simmer, uncovered, for approximately 45 minutes
to one hour, or until the mixture is thick and sticky. It should coat a
spoon easily. Remove from heat and cool to room temperature. Mixture will thicken as it cools. Spoon into clean glass jars, or plastic jars
with tight-fitting lids. If you plan to make a large batch and want to
can this jam, follow your favorite canning process. I am not an expert
at canning, however this jam will hold up well in the refrigerator for
several months.

An historical look back at commercial aviation in Lafayette, 1965
By Jim Moore

Ralph Demeree and Richard Osborn, Air News Photos, 846 California Street, SF CA

t may seem difficult to imagine
today, but in the early 1960s the
idea of helicopter airline service
connecting Bay Area hub airports
and some distant suburban communities was hot. Commercial airlines
had not yet been deregulated and
demand for passenger service was
high throughout the nation. No exception to that trend, the Bay Area
became the site of one of a handful
of commercial helicopter airlines,
others existing in Chicago, New
York, and Los Angeles.
The Bay Area line, known as
SFO Helicopter Airlines, came into
existence in 1961 with the idea of
linking San Francisco, San Jose
and Oakland airports via direct
service from a series of heliports
situated throughout the area. Initial
sites were in Marin County, Berkeley, in downtown Oakland (atop a
parking garage), and at the Ferry
Building in San Francisco. The
airline employed Sikorsky S61 and
S62 helicopters with seating capacities of 28 and 10 respectively.
The price of a ticket from Lafayette
to San Francisco airport was $5.50
and two major airlines participated
with SFO, Trans World and American Airlines.
Service began in Lafayette on
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April 15, 1965 at a new heliport
built on the hilltop behind the old
Hillside Motel at 3738 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. The facility was at the west
end of town between Mt. Diablo
Boulevard and Highway 24. It was
an inauspicious beginning to say
the least. The weather that year was
not cooperative. Neither construction plans nor the FAA’s required
approach testing procedures proceeded as anticipated. As a result,
practice landings were being conducted late into the night on April
14 to familiarize pilots with the approach and landing conditions of a
new facility they were to begin using the next day.
On April 15, Opening Day,
champagne and hors d’oeuvres
were served in the heliport building while visitors lined up outside
awaiting turns for free rides. Later
in the evening of April 15, following additional touch-and-go landing practice at the facility, a distress
signal was sent by one of the helicopters at about 7 p.m. indicating
an overheating engine and the need
to descend and make a precautionary landing. The pontoon-equipped
aircraft was over water at the time
and the two pilots prepared to set
down in the water. With float gear
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the maneuver was not especially
dangerous except that it was night
and visibility was obviously limited. The pilots radioed their position report before setting up their
descent into the water telling the air
controller, erroneously, that they
were preparing to descend into the
Lafayette Reservoir and requesting search and rescue accordingly.
In what must have been a sobering moment, the search and rescue
teams arrived at the reservoir and
found no evidence of the downed
aircraft. The pilots had been mistaken in their position report; they
were in fact over the Upper San
Leandro Reservoir when the engine warning-light came on. The
aircraft had descended safely into
that body of water and was in the
process of making a normal water
landing when the aircraft struck a
submerged log and rolled over. The
pilot and co-pilot quickly evacuated the cockpit and climbed up
on the overturned hull, where they
spent a few very chilly hours awaiting rescue efforts slowed by inaccessible terrain and stormy weather
conditions.
As if this catastrophe was not
enough, the very next morning,
April 16, another SFO helicopter
crashed on the Embarcadero roadway in downtown San Francisco.
This airplane, another of the Airline’s Sikorsky S62 10-passenger
helicopters, was downed by a reported bird strike, later confirmed
by bird remains in the engine compartment. The aircraft was carrying
a local radio traffic reporter, Ed
Mattson, known to his listeners as
Ted Taylor, and added drama was
provided by his second-by-second
account of what the Oakland Tribune described as an 800-foot drop
onto the Embarcadero adjacent
to Pier 18. Both occupants were
injured in what was described as
Taylor’s most exciting commute
report.
The new airline thus began operations in Lafayette in April 1965
with two accidents within hours of
one another. An insurance company at the time estimated the odds
against such an occurrence at 10
million to one.
Opening day in Lafayette was
grey, intermittently rainy and blustery. Undaunted, SFO fulfilled its
promise of free rides for the public
with champagne, refreshments, and
photographers to record the attendance of various local dignitaries.
Interested local residents lined up
awaiting their turn for a brief, and
very bumpy, hop in the Sikorsky
from which they could view their
city from an altitude of several
thousand feet.
Lafayette, an unincorporated
city of a little more than 7,000 residents in 1965, needed the approval
of the Contra Costa County Planning Commission and, ultimately,
a vote of the County Board of
Supervisors to amend the existing
County Airport Plan to add the new
heliport.

Overturned helicopter in Upper San Leandro Reservoir, 1965
Photo Russ Reed, Oakland Tribune

Old timers will remember the
controversy that surrounded this
approval process at the county seat
in Martinez. For the most part the
project was favored by the community and surrounding towns, all
appreciating the convenience and
time savings associated with direct trips to the airports high above
the congestion on local freeways.
There was an important exception
to this favorable view, however,
emanating from the retirement
community of Sunset Village situated directly across the street from
the new heliport. During the course
of the initial approval process and
during the entire three-year period
during which the heliport operated,
the controversy split the community. Ruptures in long-standing relationships occurred, with neighbor
standing against neighbor.
The residents of Sunset Village
were virulently opposed to the new
facility and their appearances in the
County Auditorium in Martinez at
times of scheduled hearings were
lively, loud and angry. A typical
session in the Supervisor’s chamber in Martinez was characterized
by two rows of heliport proponents in the front, left-side seats
of the auditorium and the balance
of the room filled with Sunset Village residents. The speakers for the
proponents, helicopter airline personnel trying to explain what their
operational plans and procedures
would be as well as private financial backers of the venture, were
drowned out in a stream of loud
and hyperbolic opposition. Somewhat surprisingly, the proponents
won the day on a four in favor with
one abstention vote of the supervisors and received their permit to
build the facility.
In 1965, aviation technology
was on the cusp of some important breakthroughs in the area of
avionics which, had they occurred
earlier, might have significantly
improved the nature of the helicopter service to Lafayette. In 1965 all
service into and out of Lafayette
was conducted under Visual Flight
Rules, the FAA’s designation for
flight in which the ground is visible at all times. Instrument Flight
Rules, allowing flight into low
or no visibility weather were not
available in helicopters flying over

the Berkeley Hills. This limitation
became problematic in a region in
which seasonal fog episodes were
common, particularly in the spring
of the year. When this occurred,
and it did frequently, the aircraft
couldn’t fly. Taxi cabs had to be
dispatched from around the region
to come to Lafayette to pick up
otherwise stranded passengers and
carry them to their respective trunk
airlines at the three airports. This
became a major irritant to airline
passengers.
Ironically, the needed technology was becoming available and
was approved for use by New York
Airways, a Manhattan-based helicopter airline, in February of 1965.
An article in the Feb. 17 Wall Street
Journal reported that the new technology, known as the Decca system, that would allow “all weather
flights” had been certificated by the
FAA for use in NY Airway’s helicopters. The article also reported
that the same system had been approved for use by the Army in the
“South Vietnamese military action.” The war in Vietnam, with its
urgent need for emergency helicopter medical evacuations, ultimately
brought the technological improvements required to evacuate wounded soldiers and marines under very
adverse visibility conditions. Such
technology, if available in Lafayette in 1965-68, the years of the life
of the local heliport, would have allowed uninterrupted service during
foggy weather.
The technical constraint, however, was far from the only obstacle
facing the operation of the service.
Opposition from the neighbors did
not die when the County approved
the operation in 1965. Indeed, it
grew stronger and ultimately resulted in shortened hours of operation which had the predictably
negative effect on the economics of
the business. Finally, in 1968 after
three years of relentless opposition,
the private operators and helicopter
airline agreed to shut down the operation and the facility was closed
to further operations. The service
was appreciated by many but vilified by (mostly) non-airline travelers in the vicinity. In the end, their
efforts were successful, and Lafayette was out of the aviation business.
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SMC women’s volleyball surpassing expectations halfway through season
By Jon Kingdon

Lindsey Knudsen (17) and Sienna Young (6)

t’s a fine line between victory
and defeat. Last season the Saint
Mary’s women’s volleyball team
had a record of 9 and 19. This year,
it only took the Gaels 11 matches
to reach last season’s win total and
now have an overall record of 11-3
halfway through the season.
Head coach Rob Browning
doesn’t see that much difference in
both teams: “I thought we were a
good team last year but we had a lot
of injuries and did not have a good
record in five set matches going 2
and 6. This year we have won all
five of our five set matches. Still
with such a solid group of seniors,
we are a better team this year.”
This is a very balanced roster
comprised of three seniors, four
juniors, two sophomores and six
freshmen. Browning has come to
rely on his group of seniors, Lindsey Calvin, Lindsey Knudsen and
Emily Bible: “The leadership of
our seniors shows on and off the
court. This group is a stronger,
competitive team with great desire
and a team connection which is allowing us to win the close games.”
Browning utilizes an offense
that is flexible and it allows the
players to transition easily into the
program: “We have a program that
we like and we get our players to
learn that system. In terms of personnel, they may play different positions. It’s a simple system but it
is a good one. The players are ready
to jump in there when they arrive
and run our type of offense. It’s a
fast offense and a little unique. We
set the outside hitters faster and set
slower in the middle. Together, it’s
hard to defend.”
The two Lindseys, senior
middle blocker Lindsey Calvin
(132) and Lindsey Knudsen (127)
are leading the offense in kills.
Says Browning: “Calvin has really stepped up in her game as an
attacker and Knudsen along with
junior Sienna Young have also im-
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proved their play on offense.”
The overall improvement of
the offense is apparent in the team
numbers. Last season Saint Mary’s
averaged 46 kills per match. This
season, the kills/match average is
53. The assist numbers have also
improved from 43 to 50 per match.
Junior Alexsa “Crash” Parker
leads the team with 340 assists.
Parker, who earned the nickname
“Crash” from falling off a bicycle,
does live up to her nickname, leading the team with 27 saves and
is third on the team with 95 digs.
Says Browning: “Alexsa came to
Saint Mary’s after being named
as the Gatorade Player of the Year
in Utah as an outside hitter but
was moved to setter and is a very
good all-around player.” Freshman
Alosina Thompson is backing up
Parker. Says Browning: “Alosina
has done a nice job stepping in and
is learning quickly. Crash has been
a good model for her and she has
seen significant playing time in big
matches.” Thompson is second on
the team with 115 assists and 104
digs.
The Gaels defense took a big
hit when starting freshman libero
Kelsey Knudsen (Lindsey’s sister)
was lost early in the season due to
a serious knee injury. Fortunately
for Saint Mary’s, Bible has stepped
in to replace Knudsen and the team
has not seen any fall off in this area.
Browning takes great pride
in the defense he installed, which
was unique at the time: “We were
the only ones that ran our type of
defense with our blocking system
and now everyone has taken on our
philosophy and system utilizing
swing blocking (using your open,
cross, hop footwork along the net
while swinging your arms in order
to penetrate further over the net to
block your opponent) but now it’s
much more common throughout
women’s volleyball.”
Besides Knudsen and Thomp-

Photo Tod Fierner

son, a third freshman outside hitter,
Breyon Ashley from Dublin has
also seen a fair amount of playing
time. Says Browning: “Breyon is a
very good player. At this point she
is primarily a serving sub but she is
also a dynamic blocker and player.”
With victories over Utah and
California, the Gaels entered into
the league season with great confidence. The team began their league
schedule playing the 24th ranked
University of San Diego and No.
1 ranked team in the nation, BYU,
on the road. Saint Mary’s defeated
San Diego 3-2 and lost to BYU 3-0.
The victory over San Diego was
particularly pleasing to Browning:
“We beat San Diego on their home
floor, one of the top programs for
the past 15 years and that was a big
win. The players believe in themselves and what they have built.
This has led to our winning record
and some very impressive comebacks.”
With the maturation of the
freshmen class and the anticipation of future commitments to the
program, Browning sees a bright
future for the women’s volleyball
team: “Along with our returning
players, we have some top recruits
coming in next year and also commitments from some high school
juniors that will help us to continue
on our track. We always want to be
competitive in the West Coast Conference and to compete for championships.”

Registration Now Open
for Boys and Girls Ages 6-14
Visit LamorindaLacrosse.com

 


The Lamorinda Rugby Football Club,
aka “Lamo”
A community based volunteer
organizaon that provides youth and
school age students, aged 6-18, the
opportunity to learn and play rugby
in a team environment that
promotes both individual
development and shared achievement.

When I say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”
Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244

Registraon Opens:
October 1, 2018

Now that's
Now that's
teamwork.
teamwork.
CALL FOR
CALL
A QUOTE
FOR A 24/7
QUOTE 24/7

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
P097314.1

State Farm Home Oﬃce, Bloomington, IL

to Register

We have a lot of fun events on the
calendar this season for kids and adults.
We look forward to seeing you on
the pitch (ﬁeld).

Come give us a try, we know your
kids will love it!
LamoRugby.com

Page:

C2

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES
OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

Lamorinda boy’s water polo preview
By Jon Kingdon

Photo Gint Federas

ope springs eternal as the
Lamorinda boy’s water
polo teams start their march
through a series of tournaments
and nonconference games prior
to their conference games.
Campolindo, coming off a
24-4 record last year and making
it to the championship game in
Rocklin before losing to Sacred
Heart Prep by a score of 5-4 has
picked up where they left off
winning three of their first four
games. Despite losing four seniors who have gone on to play
in college, head coach Miles
Price speaks confidently about
the Cougars prospects: “We are a
veteran team with a lot of experience despite our losses through
graduation. Still we are always
looking to increase depth and
there is room for the players to
move up on the roster.” With a
9-2 record so far this season, the
Cougars are setting themselves
up well for the post-season.
The captains for this year’s
team are seniors Garrett Dunn,
Marcus Longton and Giorgio
Alessandria who, according to
Price, “are the leaders of the team
in and out of the water.”
Last season, Campolindo
outscored their opponents by 209
goals and Price feels that the of-
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fense is a solid group this year
as well: “We have good size and
speed. Our players have good
water polo IQ as they have all for
the most part participated in club
water polo.”
The defense is led by junior
goalie Logan Estes and a freshman, West Temkin. Says Price:
“Logan is tall, athletic with a
good frame and has experience.”
The overall goal for the Campolindo defense is to play with
a high level or press, avoiding
getting into zones and drops.
“We want to be a good transition
team,” says Price.
Campolindo has three tournaments on their schedule. The
Cougars have already played in
the Santa Barbara Invitational,
going 2-1 and will be playing in
the South Coast Tournament in
Newport and the North-South
Tournament in Atherton later in
the season.
Price, who played water polo
at UC Santa Barbara and professionally in Spain and Australia,
appreciates the challenges his
team faces: “There are a number
of high-level teams that we compete against in these tournaments
and it’s a good challenge to ourselves.”
Price sums up the prospects

for Campolindo succinctly: “The
key to the season is to play to our
potential. We are a talented team
and they have all shown up in really good shape.”
Despite a 13-12 record last
season, Miramonte closed with a
rush, making it to the third round
of the playoffs before losing to
Campolindo. This is a largely
veteran team as noted by head
coach James Lathrop: “We have
a good mix of seniors, juniors
and sophomores. It’s a good
group that fun to work with.
They are ready to learn and improve.” After a slow start this
season, the Matadors have won
their last four games.
The captains for the team as
voted on by the players are seniors Leo Berkman, Peter Hillen
and Reid Schioldager. The lone
junior in this group is Jackson
Painter. It’s not common for a
junior to be named to be a cocaptain but, says Lathrop: “Jackson is a very talented player and
a hard worker. He is a leader by
example.” Painter played for the
Youth National Team this summer.
Berkman and Painter are key
players for the Miramonte offense but the group has a lot of
depth, says Lathrop: “As a rule,
we don’t want to rely on one or
two players. We have a balanced
attack and any number of players
can step up and be factors on offense.”
On defense, senior Spencer
Campos will be the starting goalie. He will be helped greatly by
Peter Hillen, says Lathrop: “Peter is a key player on the defense.
He is always assigned to guard
our opponent’s top player.”
Miramonte played in the Elite
8 tournament this past weekend
in Southern California at Harvard-Westlake High School and
will be playing in the Southern California Tournament, the
North-South Tournament and the
Memorial Tournament.

“Playing in these tournaments
allows us to test ourselves both
physically and mentally against
the top teams in California,” says
Lathrop. “It allows us to prepare
for league play and the NorCal
tournament.”
The schedule for the teams
is a little different this year with
each of the teams in the league
playing home games against
each other, which Lathrop appreciates: “It allows us to play twice
as many ‘rivalry’ games.”
Lathrop’s goal for the team
is simple: “We just want to keep
getting better every day in our
skills and tactics. We have a
good senior group and I’m excited about the underclassmen.
I’m looking for the growth of the
team and our younger players as
the year progresses.”
Coming to Acalanes from
Las Positas College, first year
head coach Robby Arroyo is no
stranger to Acalanes and the Bay
Area. Says Arroyo: “I live in the
area and have been involved with
the local water polo teams and
am well aware of the strong history that Acalanes has had in water polo.” As a four-year starter
for the University of California
water polo team, Arroyo played
for Acalanes legend Steve Heastman for whom the aquatic center
at Acalanes has been named.
The Dons have showed initial improvement from last year’s
13-12 team beginning the season
winning six of their first eight
matches. Having lost four of
their last five matches shows that
there is still a ways to go. Arroyo
appreciates the maturity of his
team: “We are a mentally tough
team with a lot of seniors contributing. The eleven seniors know
that this is their last opportunity
to compete and it shows in both
practices and the games. The experience we bring has helped us
out in a lot of tough games.”
The Dons play an aggressive
offense, getting the ball down the

pool as quickly as they can, getting behind the defense leading
to some easy goals. Leading the
offense are seniors Max Stryker
and Jake Stone along with juniors Mac Darin and Charlie Bettencourt. “The key, says Arroyo,
is that all of the players on offense are working well together.”
Senior Alex Archer is a key
on the defense along with Stryker, Darin and Betencourt. In their
eight games so far, Acalanes has
outscored their opponents by
18, only giving up 8.7 goals per
game. Arroyo has been utilizing
two goalies, senior Jackson Kirke
and sophomore Parker Tomkins,
who plays about a quarter of the
games. Both have contributed to
the team’s early success, says Arroyo: “Jackson has transitioned
to goalie over the summer and
has done a fantastic job. He has a
huge wing span. Parker is learning the position well which is setting up to be our primary goalie
the next two years.”
Acalanes has already played
in the Menlo Invitational and
will be playing in the Southern
California Invitational in October. Arroyo appreciates what the
team can get out of these tournaments: “We get to play against
the elite teams and players from
around the state and the country,
preparing up for the league season.”
Besides the huge group of seniors, Acalanes has had a number
of new players as well, which Arroyo sees as a positive: “Some of
the additional players are taking
time to learn but we have been
able to work through the new
ideas and approaches of playing
and studying game film. As with
any new coach, you’re introducing new offensive and defensive
schemes but I also recognize
what they do well and what the
prior coach has taught them. I’m
always looking to see where we
can add things in.”

Acalanes-Miramonte girls water polo face off in rivalry game
By Jon Kingdon
henever there is a so-called
rivalry game, commentators are always quick to say that
with such games, you can throw
out the record book. A comment
like this generally occurs when
one of the teams has a bad record.
However, when both teams come
into a rivalry game with top records, it becomes that much more
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of an anticipated event.
Such was the case when the
undefeated (13-0) Acalanes girls
water polo team took on the defending champion (8-2) Miramonte team Sept. 26 at Miramonte
High School. In a match that lived
up to expectations, Acalanes remained undefeated, coming out on
top 10-6.

Leading 7-2 at the half,
Acalanes held off a late charge by
Miramonte who got as close as
9-6. Acalanes head coach Misha
Buchel’s strategy was to attack
and be aggressive: “We were really pushing the ball up the pool
and feeding the ball inside to Lexi
Rowell, Claire Rowell and Jewel
Roemer and we were able to take
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East Bay Eclipse Soccer Club 08
boys lunar team wins tournament

California Magic U13 Girls Sweep
Tahoe Tournament

Submitted by Kristine Rasmussen

Submitted by Megan Shields

Front, from left: Bulky Smith, Brody Suba, Oliver Rasmussen, Finley Geddes, Russell Gehrig, Luca Fazio, Nate Marek, Nikko Wang; back row: coach Daniel Moise, Preston Repulles,
Cameron Rasmussen, River Lockwood, Henry Goodman, Harry Zimmerman, Walter Kane (not
pictured Skyler Berkley).
Photo Kristine Rasmussen

he East Bay Eclipse 08 boys’ lunar team
was undefeated in the San Ramon Summerfest Soccer tournament Aug. 25-26. They
took the championship in the final game after
overtime and penalty kick/shoot out to win
6-5. “Over the weekend our players showed
an amazing sense for the team play that

T

we have been working hard on at practice.
Above all, their never give up attitude and
desire to win is a quality that is beyond measure. I am very proud of their hard work and
dedication and I expect an exciting season
ahead for us,” said Coach Daniel Moise.

Photo provided

he California Magic U13 girls soccer
team competed in the CUFA Tahoe Fall
Classic taking first place in their age group.
Teams participated in the tournament from
across California and Idaho. The Magic
girls finished 4-0 outscoring its opponents by
a combined 14-2 goals. “The team played

T

extremely gritty soccer throughout the entire
weekend,” said head coach Michael Jacobs.
“This is such a great group of girls to coach.
The care, encouragement and trust they have
for one another is an honor to be around. We
are all so proud of them.”

Acalanes shortstop spends summer on Great Britain Women’s National
Under 19 Softball Team
By Jon Kingdon

Photo Gint Federas

f you asked Acalanes sophomore
Morgan Salmon “What did you
do this summer?” you had best
leave more than a few minutes to
hear all that she experienced.
From July 5-22, Salmon played
on the Great Britain Women’s National Under 19 Softball Team.
Since Salmon’s father, Tom, was
born in the United Kingdom, this
provided Salmon with dual-citizenship.
Salmon’s mother, Nicole, was a
soccer player and Tom was a basketball player but Morgan’s first
love was softball, which she began
playing at the age of 5 with the
Pleasant Hill Baseball Association
and has been playing continuously

I

as she enters her sophomore year in
high school. Salmon also spends
time as a swim coach for the Lamorinda Youth Association.
Softball is just beginning to
become a major sport in England,
says Salmon. “It’s nowhere the
level that it is in the United States
but it is very competitive. Still, the
majority of the players on the team
were Americans and we had only
3-4 British players.” Salmon was
the youngest player on the team,
which consisted of active and committed college players from schools
like Yale and UCLA.
Robbie Robison, the head
coach of the British team, is from

England, however all of the assistant coaches were Americans.
Salmon appreciated the opportunity to work under different coaches: “I would say that every coach
in softball is different in the ways
that they teach the game and it was
a cool experience. Our head coach
did a good job, but he wasn’t as
tough as the American coaches.”
Salmon played in 16 games
overall against teams from the
Netherlands, France, Ireland, Italy,
Germany, Israel, Egypt, Nigeria
and the Czech Republic, playing in
England and climaxing with the final tournament in Starazano, Italy.
“We did well, finishing sixth overall,” said Salmon
It was more than just softball
for Salmon: “It was a life changing experience. My social skills
increased living abroad and talking
to so many different people about
their experiences, enabling me to
connect to the rest of the world.”
It was Salmon’s mother who
discovered that the British team
was looking for eligible players
from outside England. It was not
the typical tryout to make the team,
says Salmon: “I was asked to send
them a video tape of me doing various softball skills from which they
analyzed my hitting and fielding
mechanics along with my strength

and conditioning.” Salmon was
chosen from over 500 applicants
for one of the 20 spots on the team.
Of softball, Salmon says:
“When you find something that you
love and never want to not do it, it
keeps you working and practicing.
You just can’t let it go. I really enjoy the speed and the intensity of
the game.”
Besides playing, Salmon is also
a junior coach for the LMYA softball team because “I want to give
back to the sport.”
Salmon, who plays shortstop,
has also played at various times for
two club teams – Batbusters out
of Stockton and the Suncats out of
Gilroy and batted .600 last season
as a freshman for Acalanes. Stepping in as a starter for Acalanes was
a positive experience for Salmon:
“The upperclassmen really welcomed me. It’s a great experience
playing with the team.”
Acalanes head coach Victor
Silva speaks glowingly of Salmon’s
talent and attitude: “As the season
progressed, Morgan took over becoming the leader of the team. She
was chosen all-league last season.
She has the five tools to be a great
player – hitting, hitting with power,
throwing, fielding and running.
Nobody works harder than Morgan. She takes ground ball after

ground ball and will hit about 150
balls. The upperclassmen saw how
much she cared about the game and
came to accept her. Morgan could
be a great player in any sport and
just recently had a growth spurt to
5’10” and has kept her coordination. Not to mention that she is also
a straight-A honor roll student.”
Salmon appreciates the help
that she has has received from her
head coach: “He is amazing, the
most beneficial coach I have ever
had. He has been helping me since
I was in the sixth grade, taking me
to fielding and batting lessons. He
has always been there for me and
has been a constant help for me.”
Besides Silva, Salmon cites
three other coaches from her club
teams: “Shawn Ching, who has
helped be with my batting, Dave
Guttierez and James Jimenez,
who have helped me with getting
my name out to various colleges,
though they can not contact me until my junior year.”
Salmon has participated in various softball camps at Utah State,
Iowa State and Clemson, which has
provided her with a great deal of
exposure to the Division I schools.
Until then, the Acalanes Dons softball team will be the beneficiary of
Salmon’s talents.
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Sold-out LLLC Sweet Thursday event features author and civil rights activist
... continued from Page B3
Moving to Oakland in 1927
after their homeland was destroyed that same year by the
massive New Orleans floods,
the family lived with Soskin’s
grandfather in East Oakland. Her
father worked in the hospitality
industry, wearing a red bell cap
while working in a hotel. “Our
mothers were 50-cents-an-hour
domestic servants, taking care of
white people’s homes and white
people’s children,” she recalled.
Soskin’s life as told in her
memoir that includes entries from
“CBreaux Speaks,” the blog she
created, is impossible to fit into
a 60-minute presentation or a
single news article. “You live 97
years, you’ve got lots of amazing
stories,” she said. But highlights
from the night surely include her
description of “trudging through
polliwogs and swampland in an

area that is now probably where
the Oakland Coliseum is,” a brief
but significant mention about
visiting and being honored at the
White House at the invitation of
Michelle and Barak Obama, and
her work with the National Parks.
Soskin was integral to the
planning of the Rosie the Riveter/WWII Home Front National
Historical Park in Richmond.
Recreating the lost stories of African Americans and Japanese
Americans who played vital,
until recently unacknowledged
roles in the war effort is Soskin’s
mission. She leads popular presentations at the park three days
each week. “Make reservations;
we’re already booked through
October,” she suggested.
Reading a chapter from her
memoir, Soskin said her life has
been a “deliberate progression to

her personal political awareness
now.” Asked during an audience
Q&A about education today,
Soskin said, “I was educated
before Prop. 13 when the public
school system in California was
the envy of the country. I did
grow up with none of the African
American literary heroes in my
life. But because I had the same
heroes my (white) friends were
worshipping, I’m less separated
out. I was also growing up in a
time when the crushing weight of
low-expectations was not something I was experiencing. There
weren’t enough African Americans in the public schools to
make new rules against. We were
expected to deliver as much as
anyone else did. Children growing up now are living under the
crushing weight of low expectations.”

Lack of diversity, she said, diminishes the nation. “The diversity is where our richness comes.
We are enhanced by those differences. To be all of who you are,
no matter who you are, is the job
of all of us,” she said. Later, she
added, “I am living in the future
that we created back in the ‘60s.
We made that together, all of us
did, black and brown and yellow
and straight and gay. That I get to
give voice to that is such a privilege.”
It’s hard to resist using the
word “divine” when referring
to Soskin. To close the evening,
this woman who has lived nearly
a century and experienced unimaginable social, economic,
political and personal transformation, whipped out a mobile
device. Soskin, mouthing the
words as they played, shared a

recording she made of “Sign My
Name to Freedom,” a song she
wrote in 1964. Claiming that she
has “lost my sense of future,”
but is enrolled in the grand improvisation that is life, Soskin
has made a discovery. “Time is
absolutely precious. Everything I
do has to be real, truthful. I now
can see the patterns I couldn’t see
when I was going through them.”
To Soskin, that there are other
people sharing her purpose—to
make the world better by reaching to higher points of truth—
provides hope and means “we’ve
got it right.”
To learn more about Soskin
or order her memoir, visit https://
www.signmynamebook.com/.
To see additional events offered
at LLLC, visit www.lllcf.org.

Love Lafayette
Family is why
we do it all.

THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life
• Classroom instrucon
and individual sessions
• Wring Projects
• Tools to improve
ﬂuency and sentence
structure
• Grades 3-12

REVITALIZE
YOUR
KITCHEN CABINETS

Classes
start
Oct. 8

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. Helping you
meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

925-247-0092
MARKBELLINGHAMPAINTING.COM
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR PAINTING
RESTORATION
KITCHEN & BATHROOM CABINET PAINTING
DRY ROT REPAIR
LIGHT CARPENTRY





The Writing Studio

Kelley Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0E84198
kelley@agentreed.com
www.agentreed.com
Bus: 925-820-6808 Fax: 925-934-2278

JP Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0F62235
jp@agentjpreed.com
www.agentjpreed.com
Bus: 925-934-2277 Fax: 925-934-2278

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette
(925) 385-0211

www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

statefarm.com®

College Admissions Advising
Helping students find their college fit!

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

GC

Shop your local McCaulou’s

*
*exp. May 30, 2018

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

Residenal

- Custom Homes - Remodels - Addions Lafayee

(925) 283-3128

Owners:
Ma Kunz
Jeﬀ Wendt

www.KandWbuilders.com

CL# 930839

5K 8
10K 8 15
LafayetteChamber.org/ResRun

• Breakfast • Lunch •

• Breakfast • Lunch •

• Breakfast • Lunch • Breakfast • Lunch • Breakfast •

5 AM - 2:30 PM

Seven Days a Week

1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

(510) 283-2397

• Breakfast • Lunch • Breakfast • Lunch • Breakfast •

Gwenly Carrel
Advisor
gwenlycarrel@gmail.com
925-368-8860
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Piano Studio
Keys to success

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601

Orthopedics  Sports Rehab  Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Complimentary Consultation

Cell: 925-323-8969

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Watch for Shop
Orinda Oct. 17 Call
for Advertising
925.377.0977

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed
Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services

Our location:
3527 Mt Diablo Blvd
Lafayette, CA 94549
Notary Services
Postal Services
Business Services

store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/0202
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Fire-resistant landscaping tips for front and back yards
By Jenn Freedman
•
•
•

Fire-resistant shrub: coffeeberry

A

nother scorching summer has led to record-breaking wildfires across California,
including three major brushfires in Lamorinda. As residents contemplate landscape updates
in the coming year, it is important to be aware of
crucial guidelines that will aid in smarter landscaping decisions.
A firescape, or fire-resistant landscape, uses
plants less likely to burn and strategically places
them to resist the spread of fire to your home. Ac-

Avoid continuous tree or shrub canopy adjacent to the home or other structures.
Do not place medium to large shrubs beneath
trees.
Make sure to have a defensible space of 100
feet around your home, which is required by
law and includes two zones: Zone 1 – or “lean,
green, and clean zone” – extends 30 feet out
from buildings, structures, and decks. Remove
all dead plants/grass/weeds/debris from yard,
roof, and gutter. Trim trees regularly, keeping
branches at least 10 feet from other trees. Zone
2 – or “reduced fuel zone” – fills the remaining 70 feet (or to property line). Be sure to cut
grass down to a maximum of four inches high,
remove fallen debris, and create horizontal and
vertical spacing between shrubs and trees.
... continued on Page D4

Photos Jenn Freedman

cording to the Cal Fire website, readyforwildfire.
org, there are several fire-resistant landscaping tips
to consider when designing your yard:
• Create fire-safe zones using stone walls, pathways, and patios.
• Cover bare spaces with rock, gravel, and gardens.
• While fire-proof plants don’t exist, choose
high-moisture plants that grow close to the
ground and have low sap and resin content.

Fire-resistant tree: citrus
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
City
Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE
18
$780,000
MORAGA
6
$475,000
ORINDA
9
$1,050,100

HIGHEST AMOUNT:
$2,450,000
$1,930,000
$2,200,100

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

ORINDA ~ 11 Moraga Court
Beautifully updated and expanded single level rancher
features 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, office or in-law,
au-pair setup with its own entrance, kitchen and private,
fenced yard. Located at the end of the court, the more
than half acre lot offers a true park-like yard.
Great commute location, just minutes to downtown
Orinda, Lafayette, Moraga, Bart and Hwy 24.
Offered at $1,829,000

G  K B 
925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

Offered at $1,829,000

LAFAYETTE
518 Bavarian Court, $1,440,000, 4 Bdrms, 2574 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-6-18;
Previous Sale: $1,360,000, 04-12-07
3319 Beechwood Drive, $1,003,000, 3 Bdrms, 1252 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-31-18;
Previous Sale: $565,500, 10-15-03
3303 Berta Lane, $995,000, 3 Bdrms, 1296 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 9-6-18;
Previous Sale: $46,000, 07-13-77
1216 Cambridge Drive, $2,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2565 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 8-31-18;
Previous Sale: $119,000, 08-13-73
30 Circle Creek Court, $780,000, 2 Bdrms, 1248 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 8-31-18;
Previous Sale: $345,000, 11-20-01
985 Condit Court, $1,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 1596 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-24-18;
Previous Sale: $94,000, - 3252 Greenhills Drive, $1,860,000, 4 Bdrms, 3480 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 8-27-18;
Previous Sale: $1,680,000, 08-24-16
963 Hawthorne Drive, $1,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 9-5-18;
Previous Sale: $1,435,000, 03-30-15
3747 Highland Road, $1,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 1827 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-27-18;
Previous Sale: $660,000, 03-19-02
3155 Indian Way, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2702 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-28-18;
Previous Sale: $339,000, 07-31-87
670 Jennie Court, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2433 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-29-18;
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 08-17-12
845 McEllen Way, $1,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 2100 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-24-18
3445 Moraga Boulevard, $950,000, 2 Bdrms, 768 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 9-6-18;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 02-25-16
949 Oak View Circle, $1,838,000, 3 Bdrms, 1904 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-28-18;
Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 08-17-16
3336 Oak Court, $1,248,000, 3 Bdrms, 1272 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 9-6-18;
Previous Sale: $339,000, 07-07-92
3143 Old Tunnel Road, $1,085,000, 3 Bdrms, 2013 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 9-4-18
3215 Sharon Court, $1,335,000, 3 Bdrms, 1861 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-27-18
1226 Woodborough Road, $1,487,500, 2 Bdrms, 2344 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 8-29-18
MORAGA
119 Ascot Court #6, $490,000, 2 Bdrms, 1140 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 8-24-18;
Previous Sale: $445,000, 08-18-06
625 Augusta Drive, $855,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 9-4-18;
Previous Sale: $325,000, 05-07-99
350 Calle La Mesa, $1,430,000, 3 Bdrms, 1974 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 8-30-18
315 Constance Place, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 2705 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-31-18;
Previous Sale: $1,205,000, 06-02-03
651 Moraga Road #32, $475,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-30-18;
Previous Sale: $275,000, 10-11-01
56 Parson Brown Court, $1,930,000, 4 Bdrms, 3145 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 8-30-18;
Previous Sale: $1,266,500, 09-19-01
... continued on Page D17

31 BROADMOOR STREET, MORAGA | OFFERED AT $1,475,000
Prime Moraga Country Club location rarely available for-sale. This 2828 sq. ft. two story 4 bedrooms 2.5 baths home sits on an oversized 9000+ sq. ft. lot.
The quiet, court setting is exceptional with its natural California beauty and adjacent open space. The home is just steps to satellite pool, nearby sports
ﬁeld & basketball court and walking distance to MCC Club House.
The comfortable master retreat is located on the ﬁrst story offering all the right spaces including remodeled bathroom, two walk-in closets and separate home
office. Take in lovely vistas of rolling Moraga hills from nearly every window and enjoy fall evenings on your spacious decks.
The open ﬂoor plan includes hardwood ﬂoors, vaulted ceiling and gorgeous gourmet kitchen with stainless steel appliances and stylish tile ﬂoors. Enjoy
entertaining friends and family in your large living room with cozy ﬁreplace.

Kurt Piper
Realtor®
Broker Associate
C 925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
www.kurtpipergroup.com
License # 01130308
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Fire-resistant landscaping tips for front and back yards
.. continued from page D1

Fire-resistant shrub: bearberry cotoneaster

Photos Jenn Freedman

Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chief Dave Winnacker reinforces the importance
of firescaping: “MOFD encourages residents to consider fire resistant landscaping
to increase the defensible space around homes and to make our community more
resilient and prepared for a wildfire event. These passive measures significantly increase the survivability of homes and will dramatically slow the advance of fire, giving responders valuable time to suppress a fire before it spreads.”
While there are many choices for fire-resistant plants, examples of safer plants
suitable for Lamorinda specifically include:
• Trees: western redbud, citrus, coast live oak, Carolina laurel cherry;
• Shrubs: aloe, coffeeberry, bush morning glory, pomegranate, Italian buckthorn, currant;
• Groundcover: bearberry cotoneaster, carpet bugle, candytuft, trailing South
African daisy, fan flower; and
• Vines: cape honeysuckle, and potato vine.
For a comprehensive list of plants with favorable and unfavorable fire performance ratings, visit diablofiresafe.org/tolerance. Local nurseries, like Orchard
Nursery in Lafayette, McDonnel Nursery in Orinda or the Moraga Garden Center,
can also offer guidance on fire-resistant plants available locally. A plant’s fire resistance can be seriously compromised if not maintained: plants not properly irrigated or pruned have an increased fire risk.
Landscape contractors can offer guidance for firescaping your specific home as
well as solid plant choices, such as Christian Ehrhorn of Misty Morning Gardens

Fire-resistant shrub: aloe

Photos Jenn Freedman

in Orinda. “When I design landscapes that require buffers from fire-prone areas,
employing plant species and natives such as Coffeeberry and Cotoneaster are solid
choices. When these types of low-growing dense species are planted in broad areas
and combined with permeable hardscape elements like gravel or decomposed granite, they can act as a fire break.”
Plants not recommended for fire-prone areas generally have a low-moisture
content, high percentage of dead matter/debris, and/or a high surface area to volume ratio. Examples of trees that fall into this unfavorable bucket include fir, spruce,
and eucalyptus.
Ensuring we adhere to firescaping guidelines will safeguard our community
into next summer and beyond.

O PEN S UN DAY 1-4PM
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20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill

32 Candle Terrace, Orinda
4 BEDROOMS | 4.5 BATHS | 4856 SQ. FT. | .55 ACRES | $2,999,000
A beautifully designed Orinda Downs family home blending a
classic style with comfortable living spaces.

www.32CandleTerrace.com

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

Just Listed

206 Colt Court 4 Bed

2.5 Bath

3,275 Sq Ft

$1,875,000

Pending with
Multiple Offers

For Sale

713 Wee Donegal 4 Bed

3 Bath

2,284 Sq Ft

$1,050,000

1040 Oak Knoll Road

2 Bed

2 Bath

Looking to make your next move?
We are here to guide you home.

1,746 Sq Ft

paddykehoeteam.com

Paddy Kehoe

Claudia Gohler

Dave Schurhoff

Mary Staten

925.878.5869

925.765.8081

925.997.9569

925.890.6875

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com

claudia@paddykehoeteam.com

dave.schurhoff@compass.com

mary.staten@compass.com

DRE 01894345

DRE 01995498

DRE 01834201

DRE 01947354

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal,
accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

OUR HOMES

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page:

D7

219 PASEO DEL RIO, MORAGA
Spacious and well-maintained by the original owner, this 4 bedroom 2.5
bathroom single-story home in Campolindo has a charming courtyard entry,
a remodeled gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, a family room with
a brick ﬁreplace, a formal dining room and a living room with vaulted open
beam ceiling and a stone ﬁreplace. Other amenities include dual-pane
windows and doors, numerous skylights, recessed lights, hardwood ﬂoors,
pull-down stairs to attic storage, newer central heating and A/C and a 2-car
attached garage. The beautiful ﬂat rear yard is completely fenced and has
lawns, aggregate and brick patios, a ﬁre pit, a sport court and a sparkling
pool and spa. Close to Campolindo High School, Cabana Club Swimming
Pool and Lafayette Reservoir rim trail via a path at the end of the street.

PENDING! | 219PaseoDelRio.com | Listed at $1,425,000

Paul & Virginia Ratto
925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

PREMIER
KITCHENS
Your vision
brought to life.
From cabinets to countertops,
there is no project too big or
small for our team.
Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitchens.net

3030

TH

TH

1987-2017
1987-2017
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Feng Shui

Spring cleaning in the fall?
By Michele Duffy

Keeping surfaces tidy creates a more serene home experience so when you declutter cabinets, the surface mess can
then easily be stored.
Photo provided

M

ost of us associate tidying up the areas where clutter accumulates in the
springtime, however fall is equally relevant to let things go that no longer serve us and clutter definitely falls into that category. Feng Shui allows us to be more connected and aligned with nature by inviting the wisdom and
healing nature offers into our homes. Clutter accumulates when energy stagnates
and, likewise, energy stagnates when clutter accumulates. Clutter a symptom of
energy drains, stuck, heavy or stagnant life force chi.
When you clear the physical, emotional and mental clutter, the stagnant energy in you and your environment releases and is free. Releasing the stuck energy
may keep you in a holding pattern of exhaustion or procrastination, feeling overwhelmed, depressed or anxious.
Clearing clutter also gives you more clarity, better sleep, more vitality, greater
joy, ability to move forward, welcome the new, weight loss, increased prosperity,
more time, less cleaning and clearer thinking.
So like the sturdy trees around us that lose their leaves as a signal the fall season
has arrived, you can also release and lose the clutter in your home that has accumulated over the year so far.
Since fall weather is much cooler, clearing out the garage is much more enjoy-

able in cooler temperatures. There is nothing more daunting or discouraging than
trying to clean out the garage in 90-degree weather, so take advantage of the cooler
air of fall, especially early in the morning, and get busy purging.
And with the fall and winter holidays coming soon, getting a head start on
clearing our pantries, kitchen cabinets, dining room drawers, and other areas allows
us to be better prepared to create a refresh on our upcoming holiday season. It also
gives you a chance ahead of time to review all the moving parts, discard ratty dining
room linens and make slight upgrades in your entertaining needs. Having plenty of
time to plan intimate gatherings will truly allow you to entertain with grace.
Our clothes closets and dresser drawers need winterizing as well. Put the summer gear away and have the warmer sweaters ready to go. While you are winterizing
your closets and drawers it’s a great time to purge old clothes or things that no longer fit, or donate items to local charities. The same is true for clearing out the shoes
and boots and perhaps donating the ones that no longer work.
Once the decluttering is under control you have a better idea of other needs
you have, like perhaps painting your dining room, recovering chair cushions, hanging new drapes or whatever is calling your attention.
The finishing touches and creative flair will be far more fun to engage in with
the heavy lifting of clearing out clutter already completed.
Feng Shui clutter clearing tips:
• Make sure the wind is not excessively strong or eerily still when you clear
clutter. When the wind is excessively harsh, money can’t accumulate, so it’s a great
time to get rid of dated documents, files and papers from your office.
• Choose a time of day when you’re the most energized – not in your slump.
Daylight and mornings are best of all.
• Wear yang colors of red, orange, pink or yellow clothing if possible – and
avoid wearing black, grey or dark blue (yin colored) clothing.
• Take breaks. After 25 minutes you are free to stop for the day. If you feel
like continuing, great!
Before you begin, start to shift the stagnation of the area by increasing the yang
energy by turning on all of the lights, open the windows or door in that space – even
if just a crack – and keep open until you finish, burn sandalwood or juniper incense
and keep it burning the entire time. You can also use an electric diffuser with pure
aromatherapy oils of sweet orange, neroli or bergamot. Clap and/or ring bells to
wake up the space. Then play uplifting, joyful, loud-ish music and keep it playing
while you clear.
Clear the clutter just 15-25 minutes at a time (you can set an alarm if you’d
like). Take a break and then keep going only if you’re inspired and excited to do
so. Mark four boxes or bags as “Trash,” “Recycling,” “Donate,” or “Transit to other
house or business.”
Consider whether each item lifts your energy, if you love it, if you use it, and if
you need it.
... continued on Page D10

New Price!
32 Orchard Road, Orinda
Glorious and 3004
grand
Sq Ft., 4 Beds, 3.5 Baths. .23 acres,
2 car garage| $1,995,000
ON ORCHARD IN GLORIETTA
32 Orchard Road, Orinda
±2862 Sq Ft., 4 Beds, 3.5 Baths. .23 acres,
2 car garage | $1,927,000

FINDING THE Right FIT

Emily Estrada
Village Associates
925.708.8116
emily@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438

AMYROSESMITH

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959
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Feng Shui

Spring cleaning in the fall?

... continued from Page D8
If your answer is “no,” it’s clutter and has to go. After you finish for the day, empty the trash and garbage immediately outside of your home or business, take things
in the transit box back to the room where they belong, and spray aromatherapy in the
space or burn incense one more time.
Once a room is cleared, use aromatherapy cleaning products scented with pine,
basil, lemon grass, tea tree, orange or rosemary to deep clean the walls, ceilings and
floors of the room (delegate, if you wish). If you have carpeting or rugs, sprinkle a
mix of baking soda with a few drops of aromatherapy oil of choice in rugs (also try
Method or Mrs. Meyer’s cleaning products) and vacuum. Then admire your work
and appreciate a real sense of accomplishment in taking care of your container and
protecting your investment while creating healthy Feng Shui.

Creating spacious bookshelves requires ridding them of non-essentials and letting the natural beauty of
organization shine.						
Photo provided
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XUN
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Fire
South
Red
Summer
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FAMILY

HEALTH
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Green
Spring

TAI JI
Earth
Center
Orange, Yellow
Brown

DUI
Metal
West
White
Autumn

KNOWLEDGE &
SELFCULTIVATION

CAREER &
OPPORTUNITIES
KAN
Water
North
Black & Dark Blue
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Earth
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The Bagua Map: Front Door
Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, since
1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space
at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking, and spending
time with her family; Canyon
Ranch Feng Shui Master,
International Feng Shui
Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon
Professional. To schedule a
professional 2018 Feng Shui
Consultation, contact Michele
at (520) 647-4887 or send
an email to spaceharmony@
gmail.com.

QIAN
Metal
Northeast
Grey

//NEW LISTING
FIRST TIME EVER ON MARKET IN

Sought After Burton
Valley Neighborhood

519 McBride Drive,
Lafayette
Custom ranch home in the heart
of Burton Valley. This much loved
family home exudes quality while
the spacious yard and patios provide the perfect venue for kids
play, entertaining, gardening or
just relaxing. The updated kitchen
is sleek and has a fabulous informal eating area as well as amazing
storage and counter space for the
gourmet cook.

4

2

Bedrooms

Baths

2,223

.49

Sq. Ft

//OFFERED AT $1,575000 //OPEN 10/7 1-4pm
Sue Layng
// BROKER
925.963.7189
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

Acres

Great
Neighborhood

Custom Home

Compass proudly
welcomes
Tawny Burns and
Kailey Graziano
Tawny Burns

925.321.1314
tawny@tawnyburns.com
DRE 01899263

Kailey Graziano

925.404.4361
kailey@grazianohomes.com
DRE 01968803

Matt Knows

MORAGA

A Private Oasis in Campolindo
11 Corte La Rado, Moraga
5 bedroom | 3 bath | 2600+ sq ft | 0.6 acres | $1,439,000

PENDING!

14 Ravenhill Lane, Moraga • $1,425,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2,270 sf, .46 acre lot
On a private lane in one of Moraga’s most popular neighborhoods
sits this exquisite single-level ranch home with breathtaking views!
www.14Ravenhill.com

REPRESENTED HAPPY BUYERS!

Lovely two-story on a cul-de-sac in the Campolindo neighborhood.
>À`Ü`yÀÃ° Õ>«>i`Ü`ÜÃ°*ÀÛ>ÌiÞ>À`ÜÌ «] Ì
ÌÕL]>Ü>`Ã i`ÉÜÀÃ «°

www.holcenberg.com
5 Paseo Linares, Moraga • $2,245,000
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms, 4,188 sf, 1.53 acre lot
Located in the heart of Moraga on a small cul-de-sac, this
magniﬁcent custom built home met all the buyer’s needs.

Matt McLeod, Realtor®
925.464.6500 • matt@dudum.com
DRE 01310057

Michelle Holcenberg
L a m o r i n d a s p e c i a l i st si n ce 2 0 0 3

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412
COLDWELL BANKER
TOP 100 SF BAY AREA

DRE#01882902

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residentixal Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Born to be wild
By Cynthia Brian
“All journeys have secret destinations of which the traveler is unaware.” ~ Martin Buber
blue lagoons, northern lights, and minimal sunshine. Most people live in Reykjavik,
the capital, which has a population of only 338,378 and a median age of 38. Iceland,
a country of fierce contrasts, is geared for the rugged and the youthful.
I visited this wild, wild country recently during the season of “the midnight
sun” when darkness never comes and sleep is elusive. Twilight reigned supreme
allowing for plenty of exploring and hiking adventures. Summer in Iceland was
freezing cold with unpredictable blustery North Atlantic weather, gray skies, menacing clouds, bone-chilling rain, and gusty winds. Sunshine in any minimal amount
was not on the agenda. My daily wardrobe included gloves, faux fur hat, layers of
clothing, double mufflers, boots and a warm raincoat. Naturally, a bathing suit was
always packed in my bag for that daily dip in a “secret” hot springs lagoon where the
natives and visitors come to warm up.
As a traveler who dives into the culture of a nation, I wanted to indulge in the
Icelandic cuisine. To supply fresh vegetables, hothouses operate year round using
geothermal energy providing tasty and nutritious veggies to augment a diet of fish
and meat. Dining out is expensive. The average price for a green salad was $30. Everything I ordered at authentic local restaurants was unique and delicious with the
exception of fermented shark which was the most disgusting, foul smelling, horrid
tasting item I’ve ever experienced. I spent a full day sick to my stomach after just a
few nauseating bites, yet this is considered an Icelandic winter staple.
... continued on page D16

The raging Gulfoss Waterfall blanketed by wildflowers.

Photos Cynthia Brian

V

olcanoes, glaciers, highlands, prairies, lava flows, fire, ice. Nature untouched and untamed.
Iceland.
Resting on the boundary where the North American and Eurasian Tectonic
plates meet, Iceland is a country of intense volcanic eruptions, boiling hot springs,
rushing rivers, venting steam, spouting geysers, powerful waterfalls, ice caves, aqua

The tallest dandelions ever.

MORAGA
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MORAGA
GARDEN
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Tom has been busy in Burton Valley.

Tom Stack
Broker Associate

925.878.9964

Tom.Stack@camoves.com
www.TomStack.com
CalDRE
#01501769

518 Bavarian Court, Lafayette
Represented Buyers
Sale Price $1,440,000

Free Plants with Purchase
Free Plants with Purchase

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

9am-5pm
7 days a week

925-376-1810

JUST LISTED
48 Knickerbocker Lane, Orinda
Offered at $1,875,000

613 Murray Lane, Lafayette
Represented Sellers
Sale Price $2,295,000

BEAUTIFUL BROWN SHINGLE WITH BACKYARD OASIS!
This updated and beautiful home is what you have been waiting for… a Californiastyle brown shingle with an open ﬂoor plan and loads of natural light. Tucked
back from the street, this home features 3570± square feet of comfortable living
spaces, 5 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms and a fantastic bonus room. Situated on a
private .48± acre lot with an expansive deck, pool and spa, this home offers truly
incredible living spaces for complete functionality, casual living, entertaining and
everyday outdoor enjoyment.
48Knickerbocker.com

Mary Robbins
Realtor®

925 963 8294
Mary@MaryRobbins.com
MaryRobbins.com
License # 01063438

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for October

Born to be wild
... continued from Page D14

Carpeted in blue lupines as far as the eye can see.

Photos Cynthia Brian

What interested me most was the ever-changing unique landscape on this small
isle bordering the Arctic Circle. I was mesmerized by the plethora of wildflowers,
grasses, and moss carpeting the island. Flowers sprouted in the cracks of lava flows,
spilled down the sides of volcanoes, and grew on the edges of the glaciers. While
riding Icelandic horses (a small sturdy breed endemic to Iceland only) through the
countryside, I saw miles and miles of blue lupines filling the fields as far as the eye
could see. In the 1950s seeds from Alaskan lupines were scattered in a few regions
of Iceland to help with erosion and soil improvement. They have now naturalized,
much to the delight of visitors and the chagrin of the populace who have denoted
lupines as invasive weeds that crowd out indigenous plants and stunt the growth

of hungry sheep. Acres of buttercups, wild perennial sweet pea, angelica, mustard,
hawkweed, lady smock, Arctic sea rocket, meadowsweet, wild strawberry, gentian,
Lady’s mantle, marsh marigold, cornflower, yarrow, violets, and Iceland poppy
hugged the ground. The dandelions grew to almost two feet tall and are harvested
as a nourishing edible. Lichen and moss covered the fields of lava. The treasured
Icelandic moss is said to be so delicate that a single footprint will take a hundred
years to regenerate.
Autumn is an auspicious time to sow wildflower seeds in America. What
makes a flower a wildflower? Basically, wildflowers grow happily without any human cultivation. They live and thrive within an interactive plant community. Many
wildflowers are native to a certain region and when they freely reproduce in another
area, they have naturalized.
If you’d like to introduce wildflowers into your landscape, decide on the species you want and buy seeds from a trusted company. Make sure the plants are not
an invasive species. (You can always check the USDA plant database at https://
plants.usda.gov/java/.)
Sow seeds directly into the ground or into containers. Make sure seeds are protected from winter chills and marauding birds.
Here’s my list of beautiful wildflowers that will easily domesticate:
Blackeyed Susans (Rudbeckia)
Bluebells (Mertensia virginica)
Buttercups
California Poppy
Columbine (Aquilegia)
Coneflowers (Echinacea)
Coreopsis
Lupines
Mustard
Penstemons
Wild perennial sweet pea
Yarrow
If flowers can flourish in the extreme
climate of Iceland, they will go wild in our
temperate gardens. Create secret destinations that are born to be wild!
“Wild thing.
You make my heart sing.
You make everything.
Groovy!
I think I love you.” – The Troggs

It is said that a footprint in the Icelandic moss will
take over a hundred years to regenerate.
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Presented by

Special Moraga property, remodeled single story home on private .37 acre lot backing to creek and
open space. A fabulous locaon, a short walk to K-8 schools. This beauful home is 3,386 square
feet,, and displays the ﬁnestt materials
ate a s and
a d custom
cusstto cramanship.
c aa
Call Mikee today for
o private
p ate showing.
s o

(925) 96
963
636
3-77
7766
7
76
66
Mike Miller
BRE #: 00689374 HaciendaRE@gmail.com

Oﬀering price
priccce
e
$1,925,000

Mike has over 30 years of residenal sales experience. Mike is a licensed general contractor
and provides all pre-markeng updang and ﬁx up. Call Mike to make a real diﬀerence in your
boom line.

Lamorinda Home
Sales recorded
... continued from page D2
ORINDA
21 Cedar Lane, $2,200,100, 4 Bdrms, 2761 SqFt, 1961
YrBlt, 8-31-18; Previous Sale: $1,890,000, 11-23-16
36 Dolores Way, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1733 SqFt, 1952
YrBlt, 8-31-18; Previous Sale: $430,000, 10-26-99
7 Easton Court, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1624 SqFt, 1960
YrBlt, 8-29-18; Previous Sale: $880,000, 01-30-18
11 El Dorado Lane, $1,620,000, 3 Bdrms, 2528 SqFt,
1972 YrBlt, 8-30-18; Previous Sale: $849,000, 05-29-03
8 Fleetwood Court, $1,316,500, 4 Bdrms, 2186 SqFt,
1962 YrBlt, 8-24-18; Previous Sale: $695,000, 06-28-01
66 Hacienda Circle, $1,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 1790 SqFt,
1964 YrBlt, 8-27-18
6 Lavenida Drive, $1,680,000, 4 Bdrms, 2115 SqFt, 1953
YrBlt, 8-29-18; Previous Sale: $1,680,000, 08-29-18
9 North Lane, $1,050,100, 3 Bdrms, 2212 SqFt, 1946
YrBlt, 9-5-18; Previous Sale: $875,000, 09-30-15
11 Paintbrush Lane, $2,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 2738 SqFt,
2016 YrBlt, 9-4-18; Previous Sale: $1,799,000, 04-07-17

October Sale!
family owned since 1933

25% off all Perennials, Trees and Shrubs
Also on sale...benches, bistro sets,
canvas prints and more!

Pumpkin
Patch
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Cynthia Brian’s October Gardening Tips
DISCOUNTED grass seed. October is the month to plant or
refurbish your lawn. Since my favorite lawn seed is not sold in California, I have arranged for a special discount for my clients, readers,
and radio listeners. Save 20 percent on Grass seed through Oct. 10,
with code STAR20. Enjoy!
SPIDER WEBS strangling your plants? You might have spider
mites. They make a spider web-like netting to protect themselves
and their eggs and are almost impossible see with the naked eye.
Put a piece of white paper under the leaves of a plant and shake the
plant. If a pepper like substance falls on the paper you have spider
mites. You can spray with a strong stream of water, use beneficial
insects such as ladybugs or lacewings, or spray with NEEM oil. A
chemical pesticide is not recommended as it kills the beneficials
and not the spider mites.
RAKE leaves as they fall. As long as the leaves are not diseased, add
them to your compost pile or to an area of your garden that could
use extra mulch.
BUY spring bulbs now. Refrigerate tulips, hyacinths, crocus, and
muscari for four to six weeks. Place in a mesh bag in the refrigerator
away from any fruits that could emit ethylene gas, which will stunt
blooms. Ranunculus and anemones do not need pre-chilling.
An abandoned 4-wheeler in a wet field of buttercups.

PLANT cool season vegetables including beets, carrots, lettuce,
arugula, kale, cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, peas, and
onions.
CONTINUE picking tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and squash for
your meals.
HARVEST pumpkins, Indian corn, and gourds for Halloween and
autumn décor.
DIVIDE clumps of daylilies, bearded iris, and clivia as they don’t
like to be crowded. Once divided, they will bloom more profusely.
GIVE new perennials a chance to settle in for a spring bloom by
planting in October.
REDUCE irrigation as the weather cools. Reset timers or turn
them off completely.
CHECK out fall colored deciduous trees and shrubs to add to your
garden.
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
Cynthia Brian

Sprouting in the amazing formations of lava.
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Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

A variety of tiny blooms, including clover.

Wild times with Cynthia Brian, Skogafoss Waterfall, Katla Geopark, Iceland

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards of
Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess Gardener
and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at www.
cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
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ORINDA

ORINDA

ORINDA

The Village
Associates:
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

3 Charles Hill Place

1 Arbolado Court

32 Las Vegas Road

Walk to town charmer beautifully
updated thruout! Renovated kitchen,
sparkling baths, spacious family room!

Updated traditional with views
and privacy! Indoor/outdoor living,
hardwood floors, French doors,
master retreat.

Renovated mid-century haven!
3157 square feet of light filled living
amongst the Orinda hills.

ORINDA

ORINDA

$1,150,000

ORINDA

$1,495,000

$1,395,000

4 Edgewood Road
Practically perfect in Orinda - Light,
bright and open with 4 beds, 3 baths
and a detached studio/office.

$1,495,000

ORINDA

Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens II
Anne Knight
Susan Layng

New Listing

17 Valley View Lane
Classic & light filled 3 Bed/2.5 Bath
traditional. Spectacular views on
1.10 acres with private backyard.

64 El Gavilan Road

63 Via Floreado

32 Orchard Road

Great 5 Bed/ 3 Bath family home
with spacious light-filled living in a
functional 3364 sq.ft. floor plan.

Incredible light-filled one-level living.
Ideal easy living floor plan with large
open living & dining rooms. Views
too!

Centrally located 4 Bed/3.5 Bath
open floor plan home. Kitchen is a
chef’s dream! Expansive, relaxing
deck and lawn.

$1,650,000

ORINDA

New Price

$1,750,000

ORINDA

$1,850,000

ORINDA

$1,927,000

MORAGA

Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Tara Rochlin
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock

New Listing

511 Hawkridge Terrace
Dramatic 2959 sq ft Orindawoods
architect designed custom home. 4
bdrms + library, private level 1/2
acre. View!

$1,930,000

MORAGA

New Price

Ann Sharf

New Listing

1 La Senda

32 Candle Terrace

30 Miramonte Drive

Extremely well maintained & updated
4 Bed/4 Bath OCC classic on gorgeous
grounds. Large spaces inside and
out.

Very well maintained English country
home. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath with a classic
California style, designed by architect
Patrick Anders.

Beautifully remodeled townhome in
Miramonte Gardens. This is the one
you’ve been waiting for!

$2,425,000

WALNUT CREEK

$2,999,000

PLEASANT HILL

$649,000

PLEASANT HILL

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega

New Listing

117 Goodfellow Drive
Traditional, recently renovated,
family home set on large 1.07 acre
parcel with spectacular views.

$1,295,000
facebook.com/VillageAssociates
twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

New Listing

New Listing

3287 Sugarberry Lane

440 Ridgeview Drive

1877 Maybelle Drive

Charming 3 Bed/2 Bath in desirable
Woodland area. Updated kitchen.
Great yard for entertaining!

The perfect project! Demo is done,
so bring your contractor and your
creativity.

Not typical Gregory Gardens! At
the quiet end of Maybelle, sits this
great 3 Bed/2 Bath home both
inside and out!

$938,000

$499,000

Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

$875,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on Sunday Open Homes
License #01301392

