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Front porch open mic
launches in Lafayette

\

Austin Hurst (left) and Andrée Duggan

By Pippa Fisher

For Lamorinda musicians
looking for an opportunity to
strum guitars, play their fid-
dles or hum bluegrass har-
monies with like-minded
country fans, there haven’t
been many options locally.
Until now, that is, after a cou-
ple of Lafayette residents de-
cided to do something about it
and launch an open mic event
with a kickoff at Lamorinda
Music’s Big Room on Saturday,
Jan. 19.

Lafayette country music
bandmates Austin Hurst and
Andrée Duggan decided to ad-
dress the need with a “front
porch” style evening to be held
every third Saturday. “There
really wasn't much on this
side of the tunnel in the way of
open mics for bluegrass,
country, and folk music en-
thusiasts,” explains Hurst.

“Freight and Salvage in
Berkeley regularly features
artists along the musical
theme of our open mic such as
Sarah Jarosz, Marty Stuart,
Ruthie Foster, Bele Fleck, and
Abigail Washburn, Peter
Yarrow and Paul Stookey (Pe-
ter, Paul, Mary), and Richard
Thompson,” says Hurst,
adding, “They also host the
Fiddle Summit and the Old
Time Festival, which always
sells out, so we know this area
is a hub for this kind of mu-
sic.”

Duggan says they thought
it might be the right time,
space and community for such
a monthly gathering. Lamor-
inda Music quickly supported
the idea by offering its Big
Room.

Hurst says they hope to
attract not only local musi-
cians but also those in the
area who love this kind of
music and just want to come
and listen.

Duggan explains, “Many
times when you go to an open
mic, it's in a bar with people
coming and going, drinking,
laughing, and not really fo-
cusing on who is on stage.
Front Porch Open Mic will feel
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much more like going to
someone's house, sitting on
their front porch and playing,
singing, and listening — a space
supportive of fledgling artists
who will no doubt meet there
and end up collaborating as
well.”

Hurst and Duggan who,
with their band Lonesome Ed-
die and the Saddle Sores, play
professionally at local East Bay
venues and have long been
involved in the country music
scene.

Hurst grew up on country
music in the ’50s, folk and
rock music in the ’60s, and
started playing in bands in the
>70s. After a brief stint in a
bluegrass band in the mid-
>70s, he formed a rock and roll
band, Soft Touch with whom
he performed for 35 years. He
and Lonesome Eddie — aka El-
liott Aronson who played pi-
ano in the Soft Touch band
and pedal steel in the current
band - then formed the cur-
rent country band, Lonesome
Eddie and the Saddle Sores.
Hurst takes a lead role in run-
ning the band, singing, playing
lead guitar and dabbling in
five-string banjo and man-
dolin. He has written several
original songs that the band
performs.

Duggan started playing
guitar during the *70s folk era.
She always loved folk and
bluegrass music and during
college hosted a bluegrass ra-
dio show on WLIR, New York.
In 2012, after her son was
grown, she started voice
lessons, bought a guitar and
got back into music by joining
a monthly gathering of per-
formance musicians in the Al-
bany area called HOOT. Being
somewhat technical, Duggan
learned Garage Band and be-
gan to perfect harmony
singing by layering her own
voice. In 2017 she met Hurst
and soon thereafter, joined his
life and band, Lonesome Eddie
and the Saddle Sores, where
she sings and plays guitar.

The first open mic night
will take place at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 19.

Info: https://frontporchopenmic.com

OIS String Orchestra and
Jazz Band make sweet
music in Fairfield

OIS Jazz Band

The Orinda Intermediate
School String Orchestra and
Jazz Band under the direction
of the school’s instrumental
music teacher, Greg Mazman-
ian, “Mr. Maz,” performed
holiday music at the famed
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Jelly Belly Factory in Fairfield
on Saturday, Dec. 15. The en-
sembles have appeared at the
candy factory for several
years running and relish this
“sweet” annual gig!
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Women'’s health
made easy

- Annual check up

- Anxiety management

- Diabetes management

- Mammogram scheduling

j To schedule an appointment today in our
Lamorinda office, call 925-962-9120.
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911 Moraga Road
Lafayette, CA 94549
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Graduate and Professional School
Admissions Advisor

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD has over a decade of graduate and professional school admissions
expertise. She guides qualified individuals to apply successfully to the most prestigious
schools in the US and abroad. Dr. LaScala personally guides each applicant through

all writing components, including a strong statement of purpose, activity descriptions,
secondaries and supplements. Elizabeth networks with a team of professional consultants
in the sciences, engineering, humanities, medicine, business,
and law to ensure each applicant has the most up to date
information on trends in their field of interest.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Founder, Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School Admissions Services

(925) 385-0562
elizabeth@doingcollege.com
www.doingcollege.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory

Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUM®

The Math Learning Center

EEEOR

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS

..the Gift That Keeps On Giving

Would you like to make a difference?
Would you enjoy the appreciation of your peers and older adults?
Are you age 25 to 75 and in good health?

Consider becoming a volunteer driver for the Lamorinda Spirit
for 4 hours every week or two. Phone the Program Manager

at 284-5546 for more information. Training is provided.

Your Class C California Driver's License and a good driving record
are all you need. Rides are available for Lamorinda residents age
60 + by calling our Dispatch team at 283-3534.

e Offering your pets compassionate care
° Modern hospital and equipment

e | ong tenured, experienced staff

® Puppy classes for our clients

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda, CA 94563

P: (925) 317-3187
F: (925) 334-7017

E: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
W: www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

Dr. Amelia Ausman




