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Moraga Mayor Roger WyKkle looks ahead to 2019

Mayor Roger Wykle
By Vera Kochan

Appointed as Moraga’s mayor for a
second term, Roger Wykle has high
hopes for the town’s future.

Wykle’s first contribution to Mor-
aga was serving on the Planning Com-
mission between 2009 and 2012. He
successfully ran for town council in
2012 where he eventually was ap-
pointed to his first term as mayor in
2015. Running for town council once
again in 2016 brought him another
eventual appointment as Moraga’s
new mayor for 2019.

When Wykle ran for town council
in 2012, his personal primary goal was

Photo Andy Scheck

“to first and foremost always act re-
spectfully to the citizens of Moraga,
our dedicated staff, and to my other
colleagues on the council.” He added,
“I also sought to actively listen to our
constituents and then make informed
decisions while keeping what is best
for Moraga in the forefront.”

He initially had many goals in
mind for Moraga itself, most impor-
tantly to protect the remaining hill-
sides, ridgelines and open spaces. Ex-
amining the town’s infrastructure and
finances, including an unfunded pen-
sion liability , was key along with re-
vitalizing downtown. “While mayor in
2015," he said,"I supported creation of
a town subcommittee which continues

to review the Moraga Center Specific
Plan. Through this process we must
strengthen the MCSP to ensure that
future infill development blends with
our surroundings and preserves our
semirural atmosphere.”

Looking back, Wykle is proud of
the recently adopted policies to pro-
tect the hillsides, ridgelines and open
spaces for future generations. He
stated, “We also established a citizen
lead team to look at our infrastructure
needs and develop an annual budget
requirement for maintenance of
town-owned assets. Similarly, we
commissioned a Storm Drain Master
Plan that also identified funding re-
quirements to address our aging sys-
tem.” In the upcoming year, he hopes
the MCSP subcommittee ensures that
future projects meet Moraga’s needs
while remaining viable for
developers.

Having served on the town coun-
cil for so long has made the job itself a
little easier over the years, but the re-
cent Rheem sinkhole and Canyon
Bridge emergencies, which tapped
Moraga’s financial coffers, was quite
challenging. And, the challenge con-
tinues as future funding for the aging
systems must be addressed.

Luckily for Wykle, he has a sup-
portive family who understands the
demands of a mayor’s presence.
“While I still hear the question,
‘Where are you going now?’ they have
come to accept my volunteer activities
as a way of life.”

Wykle’s hopes for Moraga’s future
are to see a revitalized downtown

area, especially near Moraga Ranch,
while working with the property
owners to make short-term and long-
term improvements. Additionally,
he’d like to improve communication
with the citizens in regards to the
town’s financial situation by inform-
ing them whenever the council, staff,
audit and finance committee mem-
bers have gone the extra mile to save
money on projects. “For instance,” ex-
plains Wykle, “we recently completed
a joint paving project with Orinda that
saved both municipalities thousands
of dollars. We also are extremely for-
tunate to have a volunteer reserve po-
lice officer who constantly looks for
free government equipment that the
town can use, once again saving the
town thousands of dollars.”

Another one of his goals for Mor-
aga in 2019 is to review the town’s
budget to ensure that expenses are
being kept to a minimum. While the
budget is technically balanced annu-
ally, maintenance costs and a growing
pension liability bring added
pressure.

Wrykle stresses the need for citizen
involvement in Moraga and asks resi-
dents to consider volunteering for the
many positions available within the
Parks and Recreation Commission, the
Design Review Board, the Planning
Commission, and even the Town
Council.

“I would just like to thank the citi-
zens of Moraga for re-electing me in
2016 and my colleagues on the council
for their confidence in me to be mayor
in 2019.”

New Parks Department recreation supervisor takes over

By Vera Kochan

Jasmine Bateson comes to Moraga as
the new recreation supervisor for the
Parks and Recreation Department,

Town Council

Council Chambers and
Community Meeting
Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

4 Wednesday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.

having had previous experience in
the cities of Dublin and San Leandro,
where she managed two facilities.

A graduate of Cal Poly, San Luis
Obispo, she makes her home with

Planning Commission

TBA

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

her family in Castro Valley where she
grew up. Bateson is not unfamiliar
with Moraga. Her husband, Trevor,
attended Campolindo High School
and played for the basketball team.

Design Review

TBA

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Her in-laws have lived in town for
several years, and she got to know
the area through the many visits to
their home.
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Moraga School District Board Meetings

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
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Are YouJConsidering Seling Your Hme?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a
complimentary market analysis of your home's value, as well as a comprehensive
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!

Bernie & Ryerson Team

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
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