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Council approves pay raise for town manager

By Jennifer Wake

At its May 22 meeting, the
Moraga Town Council ap-
proved by a 3-1 vote a salary
increase of 8.5 percent for
Town Manager Cynthia Bat-
tenberg to be retroactively ef-
fective March 12. Battenberg
was hired March 12, 2018 ata
salary of $197,000, which was
amended to $206,020 on June
1, 2018 due to the town no
longer paying a portion of
Battenberg’s employee contri-
bution to CalPERS, in an
amount equal to 5 percent of

the manager’s salary. The
most recent salary adjustment
was to bring the manager’s
salary in line with other city
managers in the Bay Area, to
$229,176, according to the staff
report.

A letter sent to the council
from Moraga resident Jeff
LaBarge expressed his con-
cern about the optics of such a
salary increase, and asked the
council to vote no on the in-
crease to regain the town’s
confidence about how the
council spends money.

“From my perspective, it
looks like Cynthia is asking for

the salary of someone who
manages hundreds of staff and
a nine figure budget, even
though she manages approxi-
mately 5 direct reports and a
modest budget,” LaBarge
wrote. “She is holding a
metaphorical gun to our head
saying that she will leave to
another town who will pay her
more if we don’t concede to
her demands. All this is hap-
pening in the context of base-
line performance. During her
short tenure there is nothing
notable that would imply she
somehow will revolutionize
the town to justify a premium

compensation. Nothing about
the above situation should
lead us to cave to the initial
proposal and concede the full
8.5% raise without pushback.”
Orinda City Manager Steve
Salomon’s contract, which
runs to the end of June, in-
cludes a base salary of
$224,6

Scammers prey on Social Security fraud fears

By Vera Kochan

The latest scam to hit the un-
suspecting public involves So-
cial Security numbers.

Most often the scam
comes in the form of an auto-
mated, direct to telephone
voicemail message announc-
ing that “your Social Security
number has been suspected
for fraudulent activity. Call
this number (scammers con-
veniently provide one) before
we proceed with legal pro-
ceedings against you. Thank
you and goodbye.” The reason
this reporter is able to quote
the scammers verbatim is be-
cause she has received this

voicemail six times in the
space of two weeks, sometimes
twice a day.

Moraga Police Department
Det. Kevin Mooney stated,
“People fall for this because
we’re basically honest and be-
lieve others are too. That’s
why they’re called ‘confidence
scams.” Most people are law
abiding and want to make
things right.”

The victims are usually
not specifically targeted, al-
though attempts are made to
take advantage of the elderly,
especially those suffering from
memory loss issues. Scammers
sit in a large room making
cold calls from overseas. The

Social Security scam is operat-
ing out of India.

While the elderly are most
likely to fall prey to scams,
teens and young adults are the
next level of victims, with the
threat of legal reprisals mak-
ing them gullible targets.
Mooney said, “We’ve had five
to six people come to us just
this year, crying because
they’ve given thousands of
dollars to these people. Never,
ever, ever transfer any money
to someone you don’t know.
Don’t give Social Security or
credit card numbers away,
and always verify everything.”

The IRS scam operates
much the same way as the So-
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cial Security scam. Victims are
told that they owe money, and
if they don’t pay the police will
be knocking on their door.
And, as old as it may be,
the call to grandma for bail
money, because junior got
himself into trouble with the
law, is still a scam in circula-
tion. This one opts to tug on a
loved one’s heartstrings.
“Lottery scams are popu-
lar, because people don’t often
remember if they’ve filled out
a form in which merchandise
is the supposed prize,”
Mooney said. “Scammers say
for a small processing fee
you’ll get your prize. No legiti-
mate organization will ask you

for money to collect a prize.

“If you receive a scam
phone call, don’t press any of
the buttons or prompts on
your phone,” Mooney ex-
plained. “There are sophisti-
cated systems out there that
can track information on you
the minute you start to re-
spond to the prompts.”

Before responding to any
suspicious scams or phone
calls, Mooney stressed, “Don’t
panic. Call a friend or family
member for advice before
proceeding.” When possible,
always take down the caller’s
phone number and report it to
the police.
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