Wednesday, June 12, 2019

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Nonprofit builds
momentum in bid to ‘Light

up the Park T

heater’

¥
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The Park Theater Trust hopes to be able to purchase the

historic building.

By Pippa Fisher

The city council heard a pre-
sentation May 28 from Tracey
Farrell of the newly formed
Park Theater Trust as mo-
mentum builds around the
possibility of purchasing and
operating the historic Park
Theater cinema.

The 250-seat theater, built
in 1941, has been closed since
2005 but Farrell says that re-
opening the Park Theater has
remained consistently in the
top four community concerns
and is a priority for residents
and local merchants. The
building is currently on the
market and TPTT is in negoti-
ations with the sellers. But as
TTPT Committee Member Tim
Hennessey pointed out, de-
spite talks with the seller, it
could disappear: “We are up
against the market.”

In the fall of 2018 a small
group formed a citizens’
committee to get community

input and explore options for
bringing the theater back to
life. Now, eight months later,
the group has an active email
distribution list of over 50. In
April 2019 it formed The Park
Theater Trust and was
awarded seed monies by the
Lafayette Community Foun-
dation. The group has applied
to form a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
which will allow it to
fundraise on its own, but for
now the LCF serves as its um-
brella organization.

The trust looked at mar-
ket data and found that (ac-
cording to the Motion Pic-
tures Association of America
2018 data) movie attendance
is up 4 percent since 2016,
despite Netflix and other
home streaming options.
TPTT looked at other inde-
pendent, small theaters
around the country and saw
the benefits to local busi-
nesses in these locations.

... continued on Page A9

Is Lafayette going to the

dogs?

By Pippa Fisher

Every dog has its day — and
that day in Lafayette was June
1, when the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted Dog-
town Downtown for the ben-
efit of canines big and small.
This year the annual event
focused on highlighting the
dog-friendliness of the down-
town area.

Up and down Mt. Diablo
Boulevard pooches and their
people strolled and visited
stores. Businesses handed out
treats. Several adoption
agencies along with other
doggie groups had booths set
up.

A highlight of the morn-
ing for the better-read pups
and two-legged youngsters
was a reading of doggie-
themed books by Interim City
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Niroop Srivatsa reads to dogs and children at Bel and Bunna's
during the Dogtown Downtown event June 1.

Manager Niroop Srivatsa
who, shunning the ages-old
advice never to work with
animals and children, held
both kids and puppies spell-
bound with her storytelling at
Bel and Bunna’s Books.

Srivatsa has been volun-
teering for ARF since 2005.

“Our golden Max had just
died and we desperately
needed another dog,” says
Srivatsa. “I immediately fell
in love with that place and
have been volunteering ever
since.”

She explains that she is a
dog socializer who reads to
dogs during adoption hours.
“It helps to calm them and
make them more adoptable. I
truly believe that I have ben-
efited more from this experi-
ence than my furry friends,”
says Srivatsa.
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1 Magee Court, Moraga

3304 sqft | 4 Br| 2.5 Ba | 3 Car garage

Fabulous single level home with an
amazing back yard. Great bonus room.

www.MageeCt..com
$1,875,000

33 Corliss Drive, Moraga
2233 sqft | 4 Br| 25 Ba | .25 Ac Lot

Wonderful house, close to Los Perales
school. Nice kitchen, great backyard.

www.33CorlissDr.com
$1,545,000
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! New Listing!

104 Coral Drive, Orinda
2041sgft | 4 Br| 3 Ba| .25 Ac Lot

. Lovely mid-century style home with - .
many updates and beautiful gardens.

www.104CoralDr.com
$1,395,000

i

Open Sun 1-4

119 Brookline Street, Moraga

3424 sqft | 4 Br| 25 Ba | .14 Ac Lot
Spacious & updated MCC Sequoia model
home with gorgeous golf course views.

. www.119BrooklineSt.com . .
$1,395,000
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Q25 254-3030 E
www.Orinda.com

Cal BRE 1221247

3y Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All materil presented herein i intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources

deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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29 Canyon View Drive
Offered at $2,295,000
+ Canyon Views
- 5Bed |5 Bath
+ 4,000+ Sq. Ft. | 0.94+ Acres

- Separate Bonus Room With Full Bathroom
- Separate Au-pair Unit With Full Bathroom

Lafayette

4031 Happy Valley Road

Offered at $3,100,000

- Happy Valley Gated Estate
+ 4 Bed |2 Full + 2 Half Baths

+ 3,176+ Sq. Ft. | 0.96+ Acres
- Sparkling Pool

3024 Bradbury Drive
Offered at $1,549,000

- Burton Valley Charmer

+ 4 Bed |2.5 Bath

+ 2,570 Sq. Ft. | 0.36+ Acres
- Flat Lot

SOLD FOR
$2,300,000

Lafayette

870 Birdhaven Court
Offered at $1,995,000

- Trail Neighborhood
- 4Bed |35 Bath
+ 2,505+ 8q. Ft. | 0.23+ Acres

- Gardner’s Delight

Call us today for more details!

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
pricegallegos.com
pricegallegos@compass.com

/,

Amy S. Price
925.997.6808
DRE 01433269

Christine Gallegos
415.606.2047
DRE 01896511
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