
Newly licensed teenage

drivers throughout the

state are subject to more re-

strictions than ever. Oddly

enough, local teens aren’t

thrilled.  “It’s a ludicrous law, a

year is far too long,” says

Campolindo sophomore Mike

Boyer.  “They should trust

more in the youth of Amer-

ica.”  

The State of California

has a new graduated driver li-

censing system as of 2006 to

regulate teen driving.  Specifi-

cally, from the date a provi-

sional license is issued, for the

first year no passengers under

age 20 are allowed in the car

unless a licensed driver age 25

or older is present.  Also no

driving is permitted between

11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., unless

with a licensed driver 25 or

older.  Statistics have demon-

strated the benefits.  Teen pas-

senger deaths and injuries

from crashes of 16 year olds

fell 40%, and at-fault fatal and

injury collisions involving 16-

year-old drivers have declined

an impressive 24%, since the

rule change.

Therefore if a group of

sophomores at Acalanes want

to go to a nearby convenience

store for snacks after class,

each and every kid will need to

drive their own car.  This may

not come as much of a surprise

to Lamorinda parents, but re-

gardless of the consequences,

some teens may break the

rules.  

“I never give warnings,

100% tickets,” says Officer

Mooney of the Orinda Police

Department, for violations of

the probationary license.  “Par-

ents don’t seem to understand

that kids drive at their parent’s

pleasure.”  While it’s true that

a teen driver would need to be

pulled over for something else,

for example speeding or an

improper turn, OPD will write

up a citation for a violation of

the probationary license along

with the other infraction.

Lafayette and Moraga police

departments echoed the theme

of enforcement, as well.

Penalties are at the sole

discretion of the Court, fine or

community service or both.

First time violation is a mini-

mum of $35 and a possibility

of between 8 to 16 hours of

community service, second

time a minimum of $50 and

possibly 16 to 24 hours of

community service, according

to the DMV.  It can go much,

much higher, depending on the

driver and the number of in-

fractions.

Every rule has

exceptions, and this one is no

different.  A note is required

explaining why the teenager

must drive and when the

necessity will end, and only

under certain circumstances.

Car-pooling with

neighborhood kids is not ok,

according to Officer Mooney.

Approved reasons are:

medical necessity, school or

school authorized activities,

employment necessity,

immediate need of a family

member, and emancipated

minor.  Check the DMV

website for more lengthy

explanations of these

exceptions,

www.dmv.ca.gov/teenweb .

Tagging along as a

passenger with a first year

driver is unfortunately not

uncommon.  They rationalize

their behavior by noting that

they are not the one who’ll get

in trouble.  Another creative

excuse is that teens will drive

“better” with an unauthorized

pal passenger, because they

don’t want to get ticketed, so

it’s really an incentive to slow

down and pay attention.

“Hell, no” said Heather

Peri, mother of newly licensed

son, Anthony, he is not al-

lowed to drive other kids.

“Obey the rules” is the family

motto.  She has been to two fu-

nerals recently, and says, “it’s

just not negotiable, period.”

Parents of teens are con-

fronted with additional whin-

ing, because when the law was

first phased-in the restriction

was only for six months.  In

households that have a sopho-

more and a senior, the senior

only had to wait half the time

his younger sibling is now re-

quired to wait.  “Deal with it,”

advises Miramonte senior and

older brother Ben Tyson to his

younger brother Jake Tyson. 

The Energy Fair is sponsored

by Sustainable Moraga, the

volunteer group that brought

battery recycling and green

bag sales to Moraga. From

windows and insulation to re-

modeling projects and new

cars, all Lamorindans will be

able to see what’s available to

them today to help lower

their energy consumption.

One of the exhibitors,

Canyon Construction, is cur-

rently restoring the historic

Moraga Barn.  The builder

will offer tours of the site, of-

fering an impressive array of

solutions for sustainable de-

sign.  The  Health and Safety

Expo will feature the Police

Department, a fire truck, a

CERT information table, and

a Red Cross blood donation

station (call Janet Forman at

925-935-8808 to schedule an

appointment).

At noon the Rheem

Shopping Center will host

the Art, Wine and Merchants

Fair.  The Art show will fea-

ture local artists, many from

the Lamorinda Art Alliance,

bringing fine art, photogra-

phy and jewelry.  “Think

Globally, Drink Locally,”

sponsored by Generation

Green, will feature the Lam-

orinda Wine Growers Associ-

ation.  The first Merchants

Fair will present about 20

local businesses.  Each will

bring something special to

the Fair. For example, the

Gourmet Bistro Café will sell

food, Amoroma will offer a

30% discount on some of its

gourmet groceries, including

olive oils, jams, and choco-

lates, Moraga Hardware &

Lumber will hand out sam-

ples of upscale and natural

cleaners and beautifying

products, and OSH will give

out a Moraga Beautiful Week

special coupon: $10 off a pur-

chase of $50 or more. This

exhibit is part of the “Shop

Moraga First” campaign, to

remind everyone that shop-

ping locally is investing in

our community by keeping

tax dollars in the town. 

The Fairs are just the

beginning. On May 6th the

Farmers’ Market will have a

special “Start of the Season”

display. Homeowners are en-

couraged to do their home-

work and spruce their

properties.  During this week,

Allied Waste Services is of-

fering recycle and pick-up

days.  Green waste can be

picked up as well, just call:

935-8900.

Also on May 6th, the

regional "Bringing Back the

Natives Garden Tour" will in-

clude the Kyte Garden at 57

Corliss Drive in Moraga,

with garden talks at 12pm

and 3pm (www.bringback-

thenatives.net). During the

whole week the Moraga Gar-

den Center will offer 20% off

on all native plants. 

Parks and Recreation Direc-

tor Penelope Leach is appeal-

ing to all groups to join the

effort and send helpers for

Volunteer Cleaning Day on

May 12.   Meet at Rancho

Laguna Park at 9am and the

Moraga Public Works Dept.

will have a number of proj-

ects to offer.
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Life in LAMORINDA

I loan
where 

I live.

Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Programs subject to change. Borrower Pre-Approval subject to acceptable property/appraisal. We reserve the right to request additional documentation.  Washington Mutual has loan offices and
accepts loan 5applications in: Washington Mutual Bank - many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business as Washington Mutual Bank, FA - many states; and Washington Mutual Bank fsb - ID, MT, UT.

• Wide variety of fixed and adjustable rate home loans available
• Complimentary pre-approval available
• Low documentation options available

Call me today and put my   
experience to work.

TIM FLOYD 
Senior Loan Consultant
925-287-7327 office
925-348-4194 mobile
3390 Mt Diablo Blvd., Suite 200
Lafayette, CA 94549
www.wamuloans.com/timothy.floyd

I’ve been serving the Bay Area for over 15 years.

33 LAFAYETTE CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE
(in La Fiesta Square) • 925.962.1900

Mention this ad and receive

$20 OFF 
your Prom Make-up & Hair Package!

COLOR SPECIALIST I HAIR CUT & DESIGN  I EXCLUSIVE KERASTASE® TREATMENTS
SPECIAL EVENTS I CUSTOMIZED HAIR & MAKE-UP  I HAIR EXTENSIONS I  THERMO HAIR RELAXING

BROW DESIGN & LASH TINT I CUSTOM FACIALS I MASSAGE SERVICES I PLUS MUCH MORE!

Recent Rule Change For Teens
No Friends Allowed.

By Cathy Tyson

continued from page 3

Moraga Beautiful Week: The Awakening of Sleeping Beauty?

Moraga Beautiful Week, May 5th to 12th

• May 5th Energy Fair 11 AM to 5 PM Moraga Center

• May 5th Health and Safety Expo 11 AM to 5 PM Moraga Center

• May 5th Arts, Wine and Merchants Fair 12 PM to 5 PM Rheem Center

• May 6th Farmers Market 9 AM to 1 PM Moraga Center

• May 6th “Bringing Back the Native Garden” 12 PM and 3 PM 57 Corliss Dr.

• May 12th Volunteer Clean-Up day from 9 AM Rancho Laguna Park

• Week long: Spring Cleaning and pick-up days

• Merchant’s special discounts, Orchard Supply Hardware and Moraga Garden Center.
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Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning

Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)


