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In the aftermath of three speed-
related deaths in Lamorinda in
recent months, the Mayors,

City Managers, and Police Chiefs
of the three Lamorinda communi-
ties met over lunch on Friday April
13th and decided they had to do
something. So they came up with a
campaign to crack down on speed-
ers in Lamorinda, which they are
calling “Slow Down Lamorinda.”

For each of the next 12
weeks, in each of the Lamorinda
communities, police officers from
the three jurisdictions, assisted at
times by California Highway Patrol
officers, will target certain streets
for zero-tolerance speed enforce-
ment. The locations of the crack-
down will be well publicized in
advance each week through the
media, schools, and community or-
ganizations to draw attention to the
goal of the campaign—to get Lam-
orinda drivers to slow down.

When Moraga Mayor Met-
calf reported on the campaign to the
Moraga Town Council last week,
he said the enforcement would be
“saturation, with lots of cops.” He
explained that officers from all of
the jurisdictions would be working
together at the same location, and
that any of them could issue tickets
to violators.

Traffic enforcement cam-
paigns may not be inherently popu-

lar, but Moraga Police Chief Mark
Ruppenthal drew a round of ap-
plause when he unveiled the cam-
paign to the Chamber of Commerce
of Moraga last week, and Lamor-
inda officials held a public kickoff
of the campaign at the corner of Mt.
Diablo Boulevard and Moraga
Road, which has been dubbed the
worst intersection in Lamorinda.

Since the recent deaths, resi-
dents in Lafayette and Moraga have
been begging officials to take ac-
tion. 

Following the fatal accident
near Acalanes High School in
March, Lafayette residents came
out for a “slow down” campaign
during the morning rush. An advi-
sory committee composed of local
residents and city officials was
formed to develop a plan to reduce
speeds along that corridor. When
new Police Chief Mike Hubbard
helped present the plan at a meeting
on April 11, he told a large crowd
that addressing the speeding prob-
lem required a three-prong ap-
proach: “Education, enforcement
and engineering.” 

Last year Lafayette residents
narrowly failed to pass ballot Meas-
ure P, a parcel tax which would
have provided additional police
funding. According to City Man-
ager Steve Falk, speaking at a meet-
ing several weeks ago, the city

conducted an informal exit poll
which indicated that the number
one reason voters did not support
the measure was because “they did
not want to get more tickets.” Since
then Lafayette has taken a leading
role in developing local traffic
calming methods.
Last week Moraga residents
packed what was supposed to be a
procedural meeting of the Town’s
newly-formed Traffic Safety Ad-
visory Commission to demand ac-
tion. Metcalf said the Town has
responded to those demands by
agreeing that it will put out mobile
speed monitoring devices and
park a police car, sometimes
empty and sometimes staffed by a
police officer, on Rheem Boule-
vard, where one of the recent
deaths occurred.

The Healthy Choices Com-
mittees of Acalanes, Campolindo
and Miramonte High Schools are
currently actively engaged in es-
tablishing programs to specifically
address issues surrounding
teenage drivers. Promising among
the possible plans is a program
that employs peer pressure to en-
courage more responsible behav-
iors.

In addition to launching a
campaign against speeding, the
Lamorinda officials decided at
their meeting on April 13th that

their second priority would be
substance abuse. When Rup-
penthal spoke to the Moraga
Chamber last week, he noted that
of the six items in the Moraga po-
lice blotter of the last issue of the
Lamorinda Weekly, three were for
driving under the influence and
one was for possession of alcohol
and marijuana by a juvenile. 

However, so far officials
have offered no details of what ad-
ditional steps they plan to take to
address the substance abuse issue.
“We’ll see what happens during
the 12 weeks (of the speeding
campaign) and take it from there,”
Ruppenthal said. The City of
Lafayette already has an active
drug-enforcement program, which
has seen particular success in deal-
ing with methamphetamine-re-
lated crimes.

Get in the swing of summer...

Slow Down
Lamorinda!

Slow Down Lamorinda
By Steve Angelides and Lee Borrowman

“Slow Down Lamorinda” is a Traffic enforcement campaign of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda.  
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Drainage Systems
French Drains

Subterranean Water Problems
Retaining Walls / Excavation
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Spend more time playing with your
grandchildren than your portfolio.

• Providing 25 years of sound, 
trustworthy !nancial advice in  
your local community.

• Largest, 100% Fee Only, Independent 
Advisory Firm headquartered 
in LaMorinda.*

• Experienced professionals - 
CFP®, MBA, CMFC on sta"

Call now to schedule your Free Initial Meeting!
Phone:   925 - 299 - 1500  $500,000 Portfolio Minimum

Capital Advantage, Inc.
Retirement Planning & Investment Management Specialists

A Wealth Management Firm

3708 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite 200,  •  Lafayette, California 94549  •  www.CapitalAdvantage.com

* 3/2007 AUM $264MM, independant of banks, brokers or investment products.

http://www.theolsenteam.com
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