
When they’re passionate,

young people have a

way of sharing their enthusi-

asm that’s quite powerful.  Our

youth want to challenge us to

act today to fight against global

warming.  On Earth Day,

Acalanes High School students

presented the results of a year

of study and research on the

subject.  According to seniors

Kennan Cronen and Jeremy

Wolff, the question is no longer

whether global warming is

happening, but what can we do

to prevent a global catastrophe.

To convince us and propose

solutions, the Acalanes stu-

dents led by teachers Janet

Thomas and Thomas McNa-

mara, invited Professor Dan

Kammen, of UC Berkeley’s

Energy and Resources Group,

to speak on the subject.

THE PROBLEM WITH

GASOLINE IS NOT SUP-

PLY, IT’S POLLUTION

Professor Kammen pre-

sented his research and under-

standing of the problem.  For

the scientist, transportation is

the single most important fac-

tor influencing carbon levels in

our atmosphere.  It’s clear that

we have to find alternatives to

burning gasoline; not because

we have less and less fossil fuel

at our disposal but because of

the overwhelming evidence

that emission of CO2 is creat-

ing a future that threatens us

and our children.  

CALIFORNIA TAKES

THE LEAD

Kammen emphasized the

fact that even though the

United States represents only

5% of the world’s population,

it consumes 25% of the

world’s energy.  According to

Kammen, the Federal Govern-

ment is not doing enough to

address the problem.  On the

other hand California’s Gover-

nor is providing leadership by

setting a goal of reducing CO2

emissions before 2050.  Other

forward looking States are fol-

lowing California’s leadership

on this issue.

NOT ALL ETHANOLS

ARE CREATED EQUAL

Kammen conducts re-

search on the use of alterna-

tives fuels.  While ethanol has

carried the hopes of many, he

explains that not all ethanols

are created equal.  Ethanol de-

rived from corn produces as

much CO2 as gasoline because

of the way we subsidize farm-

ers.  Because they are encour-

aged to use more water and

pesticides, that source of en-

ergy is not the solution.  What

Kammen recommends is cel-

lulose ethanol, made from

wood.  Obviously, it’s harder to

break down wood than corn to

make a usable sugar, but re-

search shows it has less impact

on the air we breathe, and pro-

vides the benefit of absorbing

CO2.  

LOCAL SCIENTISTS TO

LEAD WORLD

RESEARCH

UC Berkeley will benefit

from the biggest grant ever

made by a private company to

a number of research institu-

tions.  BP is providing a grant

of 500 million dollar to re-

search safe alternative fuel so-

lutions.  That’s a huge

responsibility layed on the

UC’s scientific community.

Polar bears are rallying in the

hope the fruits of these re-

searches will be out sooner

than later.   
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City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Calendar

check online:

Town of Lafayette:
http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

for:

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

for:

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Monday , May 14

Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Lafayette

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday , May 3

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday , May 8

Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center

500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, May 9

Circulation 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, May 7

Emergency Prep. 9:15am
City Offices

3675 Mt, Diablo Blvd. Suite 265

Wednesday, May 9

Senior Services 4pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, May 24
Youth Services 6pm
Community Center, Elderberry Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, May 14

Are you active in Town? Do you enjoy attending
Council or Planning Meetings?

Become a  Contributing  Reporter for the 
Lamorinda Weekly! 

Your impartial reporting of issues is more 
important than your previous writing experience.  

Email us at info@lamorindaweekly.com 
or call 925-330-1983

Auto Burglary 4/17/07

Smashed front passenger

window of vehicle at Jewish

Day School, between 12 and

12:15 in the afternoon.

Approximately $930 worth of

merchandise stolen, $230.

worth of damage to the car.  No

suspects.

Traffic stop with alcohol

4/20/07  Officer pulled over ve-

hicle eastbound on Mt. Diablo

Boulevard for an unsafe lane

change at approximately

11:30p.m.  Driver and three

passengers, all under 21, were

in possession of open contain-

ers of beer.

Strong Arm Robbery, 4/22/07

Victim was approached from

behind in the Safeway parking

lot on Mt. Diablo Boulevard at

3:00 in the afternoon.  A de-

mand for his money was made,

victim handed over $74. from

his pants pocket.  Victim did

not see assailant.  Safeway

management reports that the

main parking lot is not covered

by video surveillance.
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Lafayette

Spend more time playing with your
grandchildren than your portfolio.

• Providing 25 years of sound, 
trustworthy financial advice in  
your local community.

• Largest, 100% Fee Only, Independent 
Advisory Firm headquartered 
in LaMorinda.*

• Experienced professionals - 
CFP®, MBA, CMFC on staff

Call now to schedule your Free Initial Meeting!
Phone:   925 - 299 - 1500  $500,000 Portfolio Minimum

Capital Advantage, Inc.
Retirement Planning & Investment Management Specialists

A Wealth Management Firm

3708 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite 200,  •  Lafayette, California 94549  •  www.CapitalAdvantage.com

* 3/2007 AUM $264MM, independant of banks, brokers or investment products.

It’s Time for the Concert 
at the Reservoir
By Laura Sydora

If your idea of a good time

includes good music,

good food and a friendly

outdoor atmosphere, mark

your calendars for May 19!

On May 19, 2007 the

Lafayette Rotary Club will

host its 14th Annual Concert

at the Res., at the Lafayette

Reservoir from 1:00 PM to

4:00PM. With guaranteed

free admittance, refresh-

ments and raffle tickets sold

by the Rotary Club and local

schools performing in the

concert, the event is sure to

be a hit.

According to Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce Ex-

ecutive Director Jay Lifson,

the concert has been very

successful over the years. “It

began when a Lafayette Ro-

tarian, Dick Holt, dreamed

up a way for his local Rotary

Club to help local schools,”

explained Lifson. The Ro-

tary Club of Lafayette do-

nates money from the event

to help support local school

music programs, such as

buy new instruments. Last

year, the club wrote checks

to Acalanes for $1,500 and

Bentley for $500. “Not

bad,” commented Lifson,

“considering the event was

cancelled after three songs

because of rain.”

Money is also raised to

fund the Rotary Club’s other

local projects, such as The

Contra Costa Food Bank,

Meals on Wheels, Trust in

Education and Hospice. 

This year, concert at-

tendees can expect to see

talented performances by

the Stanley Symphonic

Band led by Bob Athayde.

Also performing is the Big

Band of Rossmoor led by

Mo Levich, Lafayette’s

2007 Business Person of the

Year.  The Rossmoor Big

Band has been very in-

volved in the Lafayette

music scene. They have

mentored for many of the

local young musicians. Fi-

nally, the Bentley School

Jazz combo led by Brian

Pardo and the Acalanes

Wind Ensemble led by Rick

Meyer will take the stage.

Concert at the Res. has

been an event hosted by the

Rotary Club for the past

thirteen years. Lifson de-

scribed the reason for the

choice of location is due to

the fact that, “the reservoir is

our most treasured outdoor

area in Lafayette. What bet-

ter back drop than the lake?”

The Lafayette Reservoir is

an ideal location for the con-

cert as it not only provides

for a beautiful setting, but

can hold a notable number

of people. 

Few events are allowed

to take place at the reservoir,

but “EBMUD has been very

willing to work with us on

the event,” explained Lif-

son. This year, the Rotary

Club expects around 500

people to attend the concert,

if weather conditions are

permitting.  Each year, a

stage is erected for the event

and then taken down and

stored, but there are plans

underway to build a perma-

nent stage in the near future. 

If your Saturday is

looking a little drab, then

drop by the reservoir for a

couple hours. Your atten-

dance will be more than well

received.

Acalanes Students Challenge the 
Community on Global Warming
By Sophie Braccini

Last week Moraga residents

packed what was supposed

to be a procedural meeting

of the Town’s newly-formed

Traffic Safety Advisory

Commission to demand ac-

tion. Metcalf said the Town

has responded to those de-

mands by agreeing that it

will put out mobile speed

monitoring devices and park

a police car, sometimes

empty and sometimes

staffed by a police officer,

on Rheem Boulevard, where

one of the recent deaths oc-

curred.

The Healthy Choices

Committees of Acalanes,

Campolindo and Miramonte

High Schools are currently

actively engaged in estab-

lishing programs to specifi-

cally address issues

surrounding teenage drivers.

Promising among the possi-

ble plans is a program that

employs peer pressure to en-

courage more responsible

behaviors.

In addition to launch-

ing a campaign against

speeding, the Lamorinda of-

ficials decided at their meet-

ing on April 13th that their

second priority would be

substance abuse. When

Ruppenthal spoke to the

Moraga Chamber last week,

he noted that of the six items

in the Moraga police blotter

of the last issue of the Lam-

orinda Weekly, three were

for driving under the influ-

ence and one was for pos-

session of alcohol and

marijuana by a juvenile. 

However, so far offi-

cials have offered no details

of what additional steps they

plan to take to address the

substance abuse issue.

“We’ll see what happens

during the 12 weeks (of the

speeding campaign) and

take it from there,” Rup-

penthal said. The City of

Lafayette already has an ac-

tive drug-enforcement pro-

gram, which has seen

particular success in dealing

with methamphetamine-re-

lated crimes.
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