






The Miramonte High

School Public Speaking

team reached their sought-after

goal once again, the state tourna-

ment. Thirty-one students spoke

at the tournament, which Mira-

monte first attended in 1982.

The success of the team

was spread among many cate-

gories of speech, all of which are

practiced throughout the school

year leading up to the event.

In International Extempo-

raneous, Michelle Chern was a

semi-finalist, while Tony Wang

placed seventh.

In National Extemporane-

ous, Maria Theophanous placed

fourth and Alina Hasanain

placed sixth.

In addition, Joseph Chen

was a semi-finalist in Original

Prose and Poetry, Alison Karol

was a semi-finalist in Oratorical

Interpretation, Zoe Pehrson was

a semi-finalist in Thematic Inter-

pretation, and Meghan Radler

was a semi-finalist in Original

Oratory.

The Public Forum debate

team of Emily Chesbrough and

Elliot Olson competed in the

semi-finals, and placed third in

state.

All members of the Mira-

monte Congress, a group of stu-

dents assembled to emulate

governmental congress in com-

petitions against other schools,

advanced in the tournament.

Hayley Andrews, Alia Fite  and

Pierre Thompson  were semi-fi-

nalists, while Rajan Banerjee

was a finalist. The highlight of

Congress’ success was Nico

Kirk-Giannini, who was the state

champion.

“These students worked so

hard, and it means so much to

them to even qualify for state,”

said Miramonte Public Speaking

teacher Sandy Maguire. “I was

proud of all thirty-one of them.”

After Miramonte’s tri-

umphs at state, eight students

will continue on to participate at

the national tournament in June.

Students include Zak Dycht-

wald, Elise Washburn, Shawdee

Rouhafza, Tony Wang, Alina

Hasanain, Lucas Duplancic, Jor-

dan Mushe, and Nico Kirk-Gi-

annini.

Other recent achievements

for Miramonte Public Speaking

include service club competi-

tions, in which the winners are

awarded scholarship money.

Nico Kirk-Giannini was the

Northern California regional

champion in Rotary’s Four Way

Speech Contest, and was

awarded $900. Zak Dychtwald,

the state champion and a national

quarter-finalist, was awarded

$1500.

For the tenth year in a row,

Miramonte students will be per-

forming at the Orinda Masonic

Club, at an annual public speak-

ing event. Students include Zak

Dychtwald, Nico Kirk-Giannini,

and Shawdee Rouhafza.  

After many such accom-

plishments in past years, and the

more recent ones at state, Mira-

monte Public Speaking teacher

Sandy Maguire was honored at

the school’s annual Visual Per-

forming Arts (VPA) showcase.

“As a coach of the program

I was deeply honored to be rec-

ognized by the VPA organiza-

tion,” said Maguire. 

Although nobody knew it at

the time, the prelude to the

story Mikes wanted to tell was

in these pages on April 4. It was

an article about Respect All Dif-

ferences (RAD) Week at

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate,

and a special presentation at the

end of the week by members of

the Campolindo chapter of Stu-

dents Take Action Now on Dar-

fur (Campo STAND) which

was, for many JM students, their

first introduction to Darfur and

to the word ‘genocide.’ In the

audience that day sat 6th grader

Sophia Leksan. Not long after

the RAD events Sophia came to

Mikes, bound and determined

to help the children of Darfur.

“When she first came to

me,” said Mikes, “she was so

genuine and passionate about

her cause.” Sophia later ex-

plained that, “Most of the (dis-

placed) victims in Darfur are

children under the age of five.”

She lowered her head and stared

glumly at the table in front of

her as she noted, “All those peo-

ple are being killed just because

of the color of their skin.” 

Sophia asked Mikes if she

could set up a table at JM’s

Spring Fling/Open House on

April 26, to inform people about

the conditions in Darfur and

raise funds to help the children.

Mikes was impressed, and

agreed to the plan. “She worked

hard to pull it together. Her de-

termination and heart have re-

ally impressed me for an eleven

year old girl.”

Sophia did a lot of internet

research to prepare for the event,

and partnered with Campo

STAND which provided her

with images from its slideshow

and other supplies. JM teacher

and RAD coordinator Patti

Forster said, “In all my years

working on RAD, I don’t re-

member any JM student ever

being inspired to take up a

cause, and to go out and raise

money for it, on their own, with-

out a teacher as the guiding

force.” With the help of friends,

Sophia raised $175.52 at the

event.

Sophia is now looking for-

ward to a summer beach vaca-

tion with her family, but she will

not soon forget her experience

this spring.  “It doesn’t matter

how old you are or where you

live. You can still help people

who are in other places,” says

Sophia. She hopes that students

at other schools will take up the

cause: “You might be small, but

you can make a big difference.”

Catherine Mikes praised

Anna Schoenbrunner and Katie

Holmes of STAND for being

wonderful role models with the

ability to inspire younger stu-

dents to take action. Schoen-

brunner, who established

Campo STAND this past year,

writes: “STAND is honored to

learn that we have inspired

someone to take a stance and get

involved- especially at such a

young and vulnerable age. Most

people think that middle school-

ers (don’t) pay much attention

to current events, but we have

learned through our work that

this is simply not true. With a lit-

tle inspiration and encourage-

ment (students like Sophia) will

be the leaders of tomorrow.” 

Campo STAND just donated

$2000, from its fundraising and

tee-shirt sales, to Relief Interna-

tional. You can reach Campo

STAND by email:  campo-

stand@hotmail.com. For more

information on the national

STAND organization, go to

www.standnow.org. For Darfur

donation information,

www.savedarfur.org and

www.ri.org.
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Only your trainer
sees you sweat.

All the world
sees you fit.

ACCOUNTABILITY
IS KEY.

Complete fitness assessment
Customized progressive goals
Comprehensive weight, cardio
and flexibility training
Continious one-on-one coaching
Private workout suite
Calorie-controlled meal plan
Regular progress tracking

“At Fitness Together, weʼll help you make the
changes to enhance the quality of your life.

Thatʼs my passion.”
Thomas Peeks, Owner, 

Fitness Together

Call for a complementary consultation…  925.962.0497

1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

3586 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B     Lafayette     www.ftlafayette.com

Optimum health is the right goal - at any age - to enhance the quality of your life.
It’s attainable here. Your personal trainer will keep you focused and on track.

Come to where your training is customized and strictly private.

Miramonte Speakers Prevail
By Nee-Sa Lossing

Cinderella is in the House! 
By Lee Borrowman

Fifty-five 4th and 5th

grade actors and a tech

crew of twelve. Two full

casts. And two missing glass

slippers! 

Hot on the heels of

Glorietta’s glorious produc-

tion of “Hello, Dolly!”

OUSD’s Ron Pickett and the

students of Wagner Ranch

will present Rodgers and

Hammerstein’s “Cinderella”

the first weekend in June.

The performers have been

rehearsing weekly since Jan-

uary for what promises to be

a fairy tale success story! 

Pickett says, “This is a

long standing tradition at

Wagner Ranch. ‘Cinderella’

was preceded by favorites

like ‘The Wizard of Oz’,

‘Peter Pan’, ‘The Music

Man’, ’My Fair Lady,’ ‘The

Sound of Music’ and

‘HONK!’  We feel it is im-

portant to give the students

the opportunity to experi-

ence ‘the real process’ of

participating in a musical.”

Putting on an elemen-

tary school play of such pro-

portion can present

challenges for the director,

parent producers and many

other volunteers, but there

are valuable lessons young

actors can learn during the

production of a show. In ad-

dition to singing, acting and

dancing, Pickett explains,

“Children learn to work to-

gether as a team, set and

meet goals, and articulate

clearly. These are all quali-

ties that will help them be

successful.” The children

have a lot of fun, and per-

forming has another benefit:

“It nurtures a strong confi-

dence in their abilities. Con-

fidence brings that overall

happy feeling!” says Pickett.

Shows are June 1, at 4:00
and 7:30, and June 2, at
3:00 and 7:00. Tickets are
$7 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren and $10 for reserved
seats. 

See the Wagner Ranch

website for details:

http://www.orinda.k12.ca.us

/wagnerranch/Default.aspx?

Page=Play

Ron Pickett and friends in rehearsal

JM Student Learns a 
Different Sort of  Lesson
By Lee Borrowman

Sophia Leksan displays a Darfur photo            Photo by Lee Borrowman

“I have a story for you,” read the subject line of an
email from JM Principal Catherine Mikes.  

Anna Schoenbrunner and Katie
Holmes at JM's RAD event

Children's Storys-Free
Age's 5 on up

Go To http://home.com-
cast.net/~william.sawyers/

Free
Storys

Saturday, May 28 • 10am-2pm
Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way;   Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

• Free hotdogs!

• Free popcorn!

• Free flags!

• Ballons for the kids!

Celebrate Memorial Day with
Orinda Hardware

We pay the 
sales tax!

We’re giving
away hourly
prizes!

Orinda

Hardw
are

OrindaHardware



In the fresh air and sunshine of

last week, and with permission

to run, jump and throw to their

hearts’ content, elementary

school children in grades 3-5

from Camino Pablo, Los Perales,

Rheem and Saklan Valley had a

ball playing in the sun last week

at Moraga Rotary’s annual Field

Day, held at Joaquin Moraga on

May 9. And if the smiles on the

faces of the Rotarians were any

clue, there were some adults pres-

ent who enjoyed the afternoon

nearly as much as the kids.

According to Rotarian Al

Simonsen, a record 194 students

turned out for this year’s event.

The kids compete against others

in the same grade and of the same

gender, in events such as a sack

race, 50-yard dash, softball throw,

and the long jump; younger chil-

dren do a standing long jump,

older ones get to run and jump

into a bed of oft-raked sand.

There are 1st, 2nd and 3rd place

awards given to the winners in

each category, and ribbons for

Participation for those who do

not win, place or show.

“Students compete for

themselves, their teachers and

their schools,” explains Simon-

sen. This year, Los Perales edged

out Rheem for the High Partici-

pant Award, with 74 LP Panthers

and 73 Rheem Roadrunners par-

ticipating.  Los Perales lost its

long-held domination of the High

Point School Award, as Camino

Pablo came out on top by one

point, 89-88 (five points are

awarded to the winner of an

event, three points for 2nd and

one point for 3rd place).  The

High Point Class was Mrs. Fal-

lon’s 4th grade CP class, with 47

total points. The High Point Girl,

who won the same award last

year as a 3rd grader, was Bridget

Coleman who is now in 4th grade

at CP, and the High Point Boy

was Parker Lothamer, a Rheem

4th grader.

A long-standing tradition in

Moraga and Orinda (Orinda Ro-

tary held its event on May 12),

Rotary Field Day is both “an op-

portunity to give back to our

community, and gives us a way

to stay connected to the kids,”

said Rotarian Bill Foley. “And it

gives me a reason to take off

work for an afternoon!” contin-

ued Foley, whose day job is being

Chief of the Dept. of Public

Safety at St. Mary’s College.

“Kids come back each year until

they go on to middle-school. It’s

not so much about the competi-

tion, it’s about doing your best.”

Foley says he still has a  2nd

place medal won at a Rotary

Field Day when he was in 4th

grade at Del Rey (presumably

this was more than a few years

ago).

There was a respectable

level of athleticism on display.

Some of the boys seemed to fly

through the air at the (running)

long jump, and 50-yard dashers

whizzed past in a blur, some with

pony tails flying.  Both boys and

girls drilled softballs through

hanging tires. Gabriela Diaz-

Valdes, who took 1st place in the

3rd grade girls standing long

jump, said, “I can’t stop to talk

now, they’re going to start the

next race without me!” Her en-

thusiasm was echoed across the

JM school field all afternoon. 

There was an abundance of

energy at the event as well. “The

girls are pretty good, they keep

themselves organized” said

Foley, who was stationed at the

standing long jump and sur-

rounded by kids clamoring for

their scores and jockeying for po-

sition. Then he laughed, “But you

should have seen the 3rd grade

boys! It was like herding butter-

flies without a net!” 

On April 28th, 2007, mem-

bers of the Contra Costa

County 4-H came together for

their county-wide event, Fash-

ion Revue and Food Fiesta, at

Stanley Middle School in

Lafayette. 4-H members of all

ages participated in this special

event to showcase their skills in

sewing and food making. 

For the fashion portion,

girls brought clothes they pur-

chased, recycled, or made

themselves to model in front of

a team of judges.  Outfits were

judged in categories according

to age and experience of the 4-

H member.

During the time garments

were being evaluated, so was

the food! The theme was Cinco

de Mayo and many members

participated in preparing deli-

cious food and creating won-

derful table settings for the

judges to evaluate. There was a

lunch break after items were

displayed for judging, and the

all judges came together to de-

cide rankings and prizes.

After lunch, all the mod-

els put on a fashion show for the

participants of the food fiesta,

the judges, volunteers, family

and friends. The members of

the sewing portion showed off

their outfits on stage while the

crowd got to learn a little bit

about the model from the an-

nouncer. The stage was set up

in a fiesta theme with flowers

and a path to accommodate the

celebration. The crowd took

many pictures and cheered, es-

pecially during the award re-

ceiving. All the girls were

recognized with an award and

gift, purchased by donations.

The overall first prize winner

received a sewing machine for

her fabulous effort! The cooks

and bakers also received

awards for their efforts.

Refreshments followed

the awards ceremony with

viewers and participants getting

to taste the foods made for Food

Fiesta.
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ORINDA ACADEMY

ORINDA ACADEMY

summer school 2007
Session 1:   June 18 - July 10

Session 2:   July 12 - August 3

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

• Earn High School Credit

• Algebra 1 & 2,  Geometry

• English. U.S. History

• Basic Skills Review for Middle School

• College Prep Requirements

• Yoga Focusing Class

• One-on-One Interaction with Teacher

• Small Class Size

College Preparatory • Grades 7-12

Fully Accredited

Music, Art, Sports, Drama, Computers

Celebrating 25 years 
in Orinda

19 Altarinda Road, Orinda    (925) 254-7553  x305
www.orindaacademy.org

Limited Openings
for Fall ‘07

Kids and Rotarians Come Out to Play!
By Lee Borrowman

Gabriela Diaz-Valdes (CP), Sarah Day
(Saklan) and Danielle Norris (LP)

5th grade girls 50 yard dash Photos by Lee Borrowman

4-H Fashion Fiesta 2007
By Megan Langner, Lamorinda 4-H

What’s Cooking at 

Lamorinda 4-H?

4-H New Member Meeting - 

May 22, 7pm 

Springhill Elementary School Library 

Are you interested in joining 4-H?  Do

you want to more about the Lamorinda 4-

H program?  Please join us for an infor-

mational meeting on May 22nd at 7pm in

the Springhill Elementary School library.

Fashionable 4-H members Heather Chan, Megan
Langner, Emma Butler, Madison Gibson, Jennifer Chan
and Amelia Curry Photo by Lee Borrowman

PRESS RELEASE

ORINDA ACADEMY STUDENT WINS AWARD

Winners Celebrate at Moraga Rotary Field Day  Photo provided

Orinda Academy 9th grader

Zeke Nierenberg, a founding

member of a teen organiza-

tion called Future Builders,

was recently recognized in the

East Bay Express for putting

on the 'Best Benefit Concert

Series' of the year in the entire

East Bay.  Unwilling to in-

herit the earth in whatever

shape it's left, Zeke and his

co-Future Builders have

channeled their passion for

music into a series of benefit

concerts designed to raise

awareness of a number of en-

vironmental and humanitarian

organizations. The lead gui-

tarist for the band Duct Tape

Maffia, Zeke is coordinating

the Future Builder's next ben-

efit Sunday, May 27th, at

Blake's in Berkeley. All pro-

ceeds from this benefit will go

to the UCSF Cancer Care

Center in honor of fellow

Orinda Academy student

Chris Hansen, who is cur-

rently battling cancer. Zeke

and Future Builders have also

produced a benefit cd.  For

more info, go to 

www.future-builders.org



Know how to text-mes-

sage or ever chat on

Facebook?  If so, consider

yourself tech-savvy.

If you have done these

things simultaneously, how-

ever, while listening to your

iPod and uploading digital

photos to MySpace, you are

likely part of Generation Y,

also known as “Echo

Boomers,” born in the 1980s

and early 1990s.  They are the

quintessential “multitaskers”

who are now filling college

dorm rooms and changing the

way colleges teach.

Saint Mary’s is keeping

pace with the demands of

these students by offering

podcast lectures, online chat-

rooms, course-specific web-

sites, and adding equipment

such as robotic-mounted tel-

escopes that give real-time

video feed to astronomy labs.

The college president,

Brother Ronald Gallagher,

has a blog and people can

download his speeches.  Stu-

dents can even IM (instant

message) a research librarian.

“Young people take to

this technology like fish to

water,” said Saint Mary’s

Events Technology Manager

Rob Limon.  Since coming to

Saint Mary’s last October,

Limon has helped students

develop podcasts and blogs of

their experiences during

travel courses, outfitted stu-

dents with digital cameras

and Macs, and trained them

how to use Final Cut Pro to

produce videos that can be

viewed online.  He has also

worked with students and

faculty, using his media pro-

duction equipment, to create

innovative films and com-

mercials to enhance course

work.  

“[Students] wanted to

share with the community

their efforts to rebuild the

Bayou in January.  Creating

a video blog addressed their

needs, so our SMC Technol-

ogy department developed a

media communication plan

and trained the students in a

digital media classroom, set

up their blogger and

YouTube accounts, and they

were just off to the races,”

Limon said. “The whole

concept of social network-

ing through the Internet is

really inspiring to me; you

can really communicate to

[students] in a different way

that’s relevant to them.”  

According to the Na-

tional Center for Health Sta-

tistics, three out of four

teenagers have gone online,

and 93% of those ages 15 to

17 are computer users, spend-

ing the majority of time

emailing, instant messaging

and gaming.  Researchers

note that the lives of these

Echo Boomers have been

shaped by the Internet and the

constant flood of new tech-

nologies available to them.  

Limon works with fac-

ulty to find new ways to in-

corporate technology into the

teaching environment.  An

Oakland resident who

worked in Oakland schools

for 15 years before coming to

Saint Mary’s, Limon also oc-

casionally conducts work-

shops at K-12 schools with

high risk students, incorporat-

ing technology into the mix to

re-energize students about

learning.

“You can really reach

out to those students who

aren’t achieving in the stan-

dard academic sense,” he

said.  “You’ll see ‘at risk’ stu-

dents hammering on key-

boards, doing text messaging.

They want it, they use it, they

are fully expressive with it.

We just need to find a way to

leverage it.”

Last month, Limon was

approached by the college to

help promote De La Salle

Week, in honor of the col-

lege founder, Saint John

Baptist de La Salle.  

Once again, Limon

found his thoughts jumping

“out of the box.”

“How do you teach

youth?  Communicate

through Hip-Hop,” he said.

Utilizing the cutting-edge

technology of YouTube,

Limon helped three students

coordinate and produce a

Lasallian-themed rap song,

“Mind Cultivation,” and put

it online

(http://youtube.com/watch?

v=kEXAcpzac74).  

It was a huge success.

“[Students] have linked up

the rap song to their My-

Space pages,” he said.  

Since the Saint Mary’s

residence halls on campus

are equipped with high-

speed data connections to the

Internet, a lot of students use

Facebook to keep in touch

with friends, send automated

party announcements, and

expand their network of

friends, reaching hundreds.

They can also access web-

based technologies from

asynchronous threaded dis-

cussion to web-based simula-

tions and real-time web-based

conferencing, all from their

rooms.  

The Hybrid MBA Pro-

gram uses these technolo-

gies to reduce the amount of

physical class time while

maintaining a strong sense

of continuous engagement.

The MBA program gives

students video iPods and

uses real simple syndication

(RSS); lectures can be up-

loaded directly from iTunes

University.   

“Anytime you plug in

or turn on your computer or

iTunes, it automatically

downloads in the latest up-

load of the lecture,” said

Limon.  “One of the profes-

sors said given the time con-

straints of the lecture, she’ll

do enhanced units on certain

subjects [online], which al-

lows her to present a new

take or a couple of different

takes so it enhances her nor-

mal lecture.”  

For now, the struggle is find-

ing ways to access new tech-

nologies while working

within the confines of a

sometimes slower-moving

institution.  “It’s a bit of

Wild West out there right

now,” said Limon.

While the average Lamor-

indan is watching the

war play out on television from

the comfort of their home, one

area young man is serving his

country as an Army Ranger.

Kyle Soler, a graduate of Cam-

polindo High School, class of

’01 is in Iraq, bravely defending

the country.  After Campo, he at-

tended and graduated from

Willamette University in Salem,

Oregon.  I “spoke” to him via e-

mail while he was home on

leave for the first time in 7

months.  His parents Pat and Jeff

Soler say they may get a call

only once a month because of

the intermittent phone service, e-

mail is mostly unavailable be-

cause the land-lines go down

frequently and there are usually

long lines when it is available at

his base.  They are able to keep

track of his unit stationed at For-

ward Operating Base Falcon,

just outside of Baghdad with

Dept. of Defense automated

press releases that identify casu-

alties.  “I think any parent is con-

cerned about their child, but

when you have a son serving in

the military in a time of war,

those concerns are multiplied, I

am definitely aware of the dan-

ger,” says Pat Soler.

Kyle has been hit by an

Improvised Explosive Device

(IED) and has lost 19 of 31 close

friends in a 6-month timespan.

“Bad things happen to good peo-

ple,” Mrs. Soler reflects on les-

sons learned the hard way by her

son.  Despite all of the hardships

he’s endured, Kyle signed up for

another 2-year term after his cur-

rent stint of 5 years and 19 weeks

is complete.  In his own words,

Kyle Soler:

Why did you enlist?

Simple roots are back to

9/11 and thinking that there was

always more that someone

should do.  But I was a freshman

in college when 9/11 happened

and I completed my degree and

enlisted nearly the next day.  It

came down to here I was in con-

trol of my life and around me

people were still dying in a far

off country.  I figured that it was

time to stop thinking that other

people should do something, and

go out there and do it myself -

and maybe along the way bring

back some of our men safely.

What do you do on an 

average day?

Our days vary in length and

work.  Often we run one mission

a day whether it be at night or

during the afternoon.  We wake

up, grab our gear and head down

to the trucks.  Receive our brief-

ing on the drive to our patrol base

and leave the FOB (Forward Op-

erating Base).  Whereas a lot of

other units spend most of their

time patrolling in vehicles, we

just go to our patrol base then start

our actual missions on foot.  We

tend to walk anywhere from four

to fifteen kilometers before we ar-

rive at our objective.  Some days

we are meeting with locals and

trying to slowly build their trust in

us, and other days we are detain-

ing suspected insurgents or

searching for weapons caches.

Either way as the temperature

gets higher it makes for long hot

days, with the ever-present

shadow of danger.  (Up to 120 de-

grees.)

Where are you stationed?

I'm stationed out of Ft.

Richardson, Alaska.  I am part of

the 4th brigade, 25th Infantry Di-

vision, an airborne Brigade Com-

bat Team that stood up in October

of '05.  When I return to Iraq, I

will be at FOB Falcon.

Do you get homesick?

We all get homesick in our

own ways.  I am very close to

my family and we send letters

and I try to call at least once a

month when I'm over there, if

simply to hear a welcomed

voice.  It's hard to grasp though

just how strong of a family the

men you work with over there

create for each other.  They really

are like brothers to you, so it

helps a lot.

What do you do on leave?

On leave I've done every-

thing and nothing.  I've been able

to just sit quietly or go for walks

and 'decompress' everything

over the last 7 months.  I've also

traveled throughout the East Bay

and will be heading up to Ore-

gon for a week.  You just want to

see family and friends but you

don't want to feel obligations on

you because that's all that you've

been dealing with is stressful ob-

ligations for the past seven

months.

Jeff and Pat said a final

farewell to Kyle at the airport last

weekend, as he headed back to

Baghdad.  The Transportation

Security Administration (and air-

lines) have loosened their rules

and now allow families to say

goodbye at the gate, rather than

curbside.  Pat: “Just sitting next

to him, waiting for the airline to

call his group to board was fan-

tastic, but sad as well.  Just being

able to touch him, words aren’t

necessary, meant a lot to me.  It

was at least a three-hankie good-

bye, but he only saw a few tears.

And yes, it was a long, lonely

ride home.”
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• Shrubs

• Garden Accessories

• Flowers

• Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713
- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell Nursery

(925) 283-1000

Hair  & Nai l s
Tuesday - Saturday

Evening Appointments

available

HAIR ASSOCIATES
11 Fiesta Lane

Lafayette
(925) 283-1000
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Tech-Savvy Echo Boomers Change Campus Life
By Jennifer Wake

SMC student Stephanie Olano muli-tasks regularly with iPod, phone, and
computer.  Photo by Jennifer Wake

This year, every room par-

ent can easily get a great

end-of-the-year gift for their fa-

vorite teacher:  A book in which

original pieces of work from

every student, such as draw-

ings, writing or collage, are

printed and bound to last.  The

company offering this service is

The Little Author.  They scan

the artwork, you decide on the

lay out:  first the dedication,

second each of the 24 pages,

with text (more can be added),

and finally the “about the au-

thors” page with class picture.  

The Little Author is an

Orinda company that was cre-

ated in 2005.  It all started when

Maxton and Sharon Beck’s

children began to ask about

their art: “What will we do with

it Mommy?  Could it be in a

book?”  Maxton, a broker of

Municipal Bonds and artist dur-

ing his free time, designed the

project with his wife to make

their children’s dream come

true.  It has been growing

steadily since and has attracted

a lot of attention lately with an

appearance on ABC and re-

views in Diablo Magazine.  The

couple is constantly working on

improving the web site

(http://thelittleauthor.com/) so

the process is easy.  They want

to make it extra simple for

school fundraisers: All you

have to do is inform the parents

and they will get a special code

to include their child’s art in the

group project.  “This is perfect

for auctions and end-of-the-

year gifts” says Sharon, who

had been working with the

Orinda school that her children

attend.  15% of the proceeds

come back to PTAs.  “It brings

tears to parents’ eyes when they

see their children’s art in a

book” adds Maxton.  

Of course, this technique

can be of great service for fam-

ilies too.  All of us have a large

box in a garage closet where the

art work that our kids have been

producing for years is stored.

Sometimes we keep it because

it made them so proud, some-

times we keep it because these

pieces are the expression of a

real emotion, of a special mo-

ment or highlights their unique

talent and we just can’t do away

with it.   Will we let them disin-

tegrate in their box, will we

throw it away when the kids

leave the nest?  Now, you can

creates books (or note cards)

from those masterpieces.  

If your child writes stories

and illustrate them, this will

work beautifully; if you want to

make a grand-parent gift with

pieces from all of their grand-

children,that will work as well.

You can do a book per year, a

“best of”… your imagination

and your children’s creativity is

the limit.

The cost of the hard cover,

24-page book is $68, and a soft

cover book is $45.  You can

order 10 note cards with en-

velops for $15.  This is not inex-

pensive, but we live in

communities where 4th graders

get cell-phones and middle-

schoolers will not be happy if

theirs is not the latest technol-

ogy.  At least, we can keep these

books, share them later with the

next generation and won’t have

to keep all those drawings stuck

on the fridge until they drop.

End of  the Year Gifts – PTA Projects – 
Grandparents Gifts: The Little Author has it All
By Sophie Braccini

Local Soldier in Baghdad
By Cathy Tyson

Kyle Soler Campo Class of 2001



After some late rains and cold snaps,
warm and sunny days are finally here.
And with such beautiful weather, can
the time for outdoor grilling be far off?

Grills are surprisingly versatile in-
struments. To throw a big chunk of meat
onto a grill and cook it is to use a grill, effectively, as a blunt instru-
ment. But grills can be wielded more like scalpels, too. Here’s a
recipe that uses the joy of outdoor grilling to prepare an unex-
pectedly upscale dish.

To prepare:
Start the coals on the outdoor grill. This recipe does NOT require a great amount of charcoal. Starting the coals by using a
chimney-type lighter is preferable to dousing them with lighter fluid; also, use mesquite or all natural briquettes whenever
possible. The coals will be ready to use when they are almost all white. Keep the grill screen on over the goals so that it heats
up – this will help sear the vegetables, sealing in their flavors.
Place the stock in a stockpot over low heat. The stock should simmer very lightly at most, do NOT let it come to a boil.
While the coals heat, prepare the vegetables:

• Cut the onions into thick rings, crosswise – toss them in a bowl with extra-virgin olive oil, and 
lightly season with salt and pepper

• Wash the bell peppers, and toss them in a bowl with a small amount of olive oil to coat
• Cut the zucchini lengthwise into strips; place in a bowl, toss with a small amount of olive oil, 

season lightly with salt and pepper
• Cut the carrots in half lengthwise. Season in the same fashion as the zucchini.
• Celery ribs can be kept whole; they should also be seasoned with a small amount of olive, salt, and pepper
• Remove husks and silk from the corn. Season in the same manner as the carrots, zucchini, and celery
• Wash the roma tomatoes and cut them in half, lengthwise. Season in the same manner as the other vegetables.

When the coals are hot, begin cooking the vegetables:
• Place the carrots on the grill so that they aren’t directly over the goals. They will take a while to cook,

and should be removed only when they’ve begun to soften.
• Roast the bell peppers. When they are blackened on all sides, remove them to a bowl and cover them tightly 

with plastic wrap. Let them sit while you cook the other vegetables – they need time to steam in their own heat.
• Roast the corn on the grill. Keep a careful eye on the ears; remove them when they are lightly browned 

on all sides. Set them aside (in a bowl, or on a plate) to cool a bit so they’re easier to handle.
• While the corn cools, place the onions on the grill. Carefully turn them with tongs – when they just 

start to brown, remove them and place them in the simmering stock
• Put the zucchini strips on – brown them lightly, then immediately remove them to the stockpot. 

Add the Arborio rice to the pot at this time, stir just to mix in the grains.
• Cook the celery quickly on the grill – like the zucchini, it should be browned lightly then quickly be 

removed to the stock pot
• Roast the roma tomatoes on both sides. When they are dark brown (not scorched!) 

remove them to the stockpot.
• By now, the carrots should be done, and ready for the stockpot.

Turn the heat on the stockpot up to medium. Stir lightly, just to mix
Remove the skins and seeds from the peppers. Running them under cold running water helps if you’re really 
having trouble. Put the peeled and seeded pepper in the stockpot.
Cut the corn of the kernels – use a large bowl or platter to catch the kernels. Discard the cobs and put the kernels 
into the stockpot.
Cook all the soup mixture for another 10 minutes over medium heat. By now, the vegetables should all be soft 
and the Arborio rice should be plumping up quite a bit. Turn off the heat and let the 
mixture sit for another 5-7 minutes.
Get a large pot (at least large enough to hold the contents of the stockpot), a mesh strainer (the finer the better), 
a ladle, and a blender. Ladle the soup mix into the blender; process over high speed until smooth, then strain 
through into your 2nd pot – use the ladle to push as much of the mixture 
through as you can. Be patient – it’ll be a thick mix!
Continue to blend and strain the mixture until it’s all processed into the 2nd pot.
The soup can now be cooled down, or used immediately; before serving, 
reheat over low heat (too hot and it’ll start to scorch on the bottom!) 
and mix in the cream just before serving. Season with salt and
pepper carefully – those roasted flavors are strong, and may not 
need much more seasonings.
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American
Bistro 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108
Chow Restaurant 53 Lafayette Cir, Laf 962-2469 
Hungry Hunter 3201 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 938-3938 
Joe’s of Lafayette 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8807
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 76 Moraga Way, Ori 254-8888 
Ranch House 1012 School St, Mor 376-5127 
Terzetto Cuisine 1419 Moraga Way, Mor 376-3832 
The Cheese Steak Shop 3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-1234
BBQ
Bo’s Barbecue  3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7133 
Café
Express Cafe 3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd # 170, Laf 283-7170 
Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens 23 Lafayette Cir, Laf 299-8040 
Geppetto’s caffe 87 Orinda Way, Ori 253-9894
Caribbean
Calypso Bar & Grill 2 Theatre Sq. Suite 153, Ori 258-9686 
Chinese
Chef Chao Restaurant 343 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1740 
China Moon Restaurant 380 Park St, Mor 376-1828
The Great Wall Restaurant 3500 Golden Gate Way, Laf 284-3500 
Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine 1 Orinda Way # 1, Ori 253-9852 
Lily’s House  3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf 284-7569 
Mandarin Flower 581 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-7839
Panda Express 3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0288
Szechwan Chinese Restaurant 79 Orinda Way, Ori 254-2020 
Uncle Yu’s Szechuan 999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf 283-1688 
Yan’s Restaurant 3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-2228 
Coffee Shop
Millie’s Kitchen 1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf 283-2397 
Squirrel’s Coffee Shop 998 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-7830
Village Inn Café 290 Village Square, Ori 254-6080 

Continental
Petar’s Restaurant 32 Lafayette Cir, Laf 284-7117 
Shelby’s 2 Theatre Sq, Ori 254-9687 
Vino Restaurant 3531 Plaza Way, Laf 284-1330 
Duck Club Restaurant 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108 
Hawaiian Grill
Lava Pit  2 Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori 253-1338 
Indian
India Palace  3740 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5700 
Swad Indian Cuisine 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9575
Italian
Giardino 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3869 
La Finestra Ristorante 100 Lafayette Cir, St. 101, Laf 284-5282 
La Piazza 15 Moraga Way, Ori 253-9191 
Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria 975 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-3081 
Michael’s 1375 Moraga Way, Mor 376-4300 
Per Tutti Ristorante 3576 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5225 
Pizza Antica 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0500 
Postino 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8700 
Ristorante Amoroma 360 Park St, Mor 377-7662 
Japanese
Asian Palace (Chinese/Japanese) 1460 Moraga Rd #D, Mor 376-0809
Blue Ginko 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9020 
Kane Sushi 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-9709 
Niwa Restaurant 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori 254-1606 
Serika Restaurant 2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori 254-7088 
Tamami’s Japanese Restaurant 356 Park St, Mor 376-2872 
Yu Sushi 19 Moraga Way, Ori 253-8399 
Jazz Dinner Club
Joe’s of Lafayette 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Laf 299-8807
The Orinda House 65 Moraga Way, Ori 258-4445
Mediterranean
Alekos 2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori 254-5290 
Oasis Café 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8822 

Mexican
El Charro Mexican Dining 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-2345
El Jaro Mexican Cafe 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6639 
La Cocina Mexicana 23 Orinda Way, Ori 258-9987 
Mucho wraps 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor 377-1203
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf 283-8740  
Celia’s Restaurant 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-8288 
El Balazo 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-8700 
Maya 74 Moraga Way, Ori 258-9049 
Taqueria El Balazo 3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-8700
Numero Uno Taqueria 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1333
Pizza
Aladino’s Pizza 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6363 
Mountain Mike’s Pizza 504 Center St, Mor 377-6453 
Pennini’s 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-1515 
Round Table Pizza  “361 Rheem Blvd, “, Mor 376-1411 
Round Table Pizza  3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-0404
Village Pizza 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori 254-1200 
Zamboni’s Pizza 1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori 254-2800 
Sandwiches/Deli
Bianca’s Deli  1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor 376-4400 
Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub 64 Moraga Way , Ori 254-7202
Kasper’s Hot Dogs 99 Brookwood Rd, Ori 254-2908 
Noah’s Bagels 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0716 
Orinda Deli 19 F Orinda Way, Ori 254-1990
South American
The Patio Tapas and restaurant 960 Moraga Road, Laf 299-6885 
Steak 
Casa Orinda 20 Bryant Way, Ori 254-2981 
Tea 
Patesserie Lafayette 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf 283-2226 
Thai
Amarin Thai Cuisine 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd # B, Laf 283-8883
Baan Thai  99 Orinda Way, Ori 253-0989 
Royal Siam 512 Center St, Mor 377-0420 
Siam Orchid 23 Orinda Way # F, Ori 253-1975

LAMORINDA’s Restaurant’s

Restaurant

Authentic Chinese Food
Shanhai Cuisine

Banquets & Parties Available

Open 11:30am, 7 Days

3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Food To Go • Free Delivery

(925) 284-7569

Free Appetizer with $30 meal

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant
Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to
provide a useful reference guide. We hope
that we have included all Lamorinda restau-
rants on this page, except those that told us
they did not wish to be listed. LW is not liable
for errors or omissions. In the event that we
have inadvertently printed misinformation
or excluded a restaurant please let us know
(info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we
may correct our list for the next issue. 
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Sun-Mon 11AM-5PM, Tues-Sat 10AM-6PM

FFOOUUNNTTAAIINNSS…… TTHHEEFOUNTAINS… THEFOUNTAINS… THE
FFIINNIISSHHIINNGG TTOOUUCCHH!!FINNIISHINNGG TOUCH!FINISHING TOUCH!

Complete the garden of your dreams with the wonderful
sound of water. Come in and see our unique selection of

fountains and add the finishing touch to your garden.

3454 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
(925) 284-0159
www.keenanheinz.com

CHOCOLATE:
Food of the Gods, Fact or
Fiction?

Life in Lamorinda just keeps get-
ting better! For those who aren’t
drawn to the live music fre-
quently offered at local eateries,
as part of the local section of the
American Chemical Society’s ef-
forts to make science more ap-
proachable to the general
public, CalACS is initiating a Sci-
ence Café in Orinda.  Chocolate
will kick it off with a presentation
on the subject at 7:00pm on
May 22 at Shelby’s Restaurant,
Theatre Square.

Howard and Sally Peters,
Bay Area chemists and choco-
late experts will tell you all you
ever wanted to know on the
subject and want to hear your
questions.  Can’t sleep at night
wondering about what the
Aztecs thought about chocolate,
the chemistry of theobroma
cocoa, current health study re-
sults on chocolate, or who owns
Godiva chocolate?  They’ve got
the answers. 

There is no cover charge or
minimum order, but come early
to get a table, have a meal or
relax with a drink.   Samples for
taste testing will be given out
and a free raffle of a 10 lb Guit-
tard is included.

What is a Science Café?
Science Cafés were initiated in
the UK as a forum to bring sci-
ence topics to the general public
in a casual setting where discus-
sions can take place.  Since then,
Science Cafes have sprung up all
over the world.  As the Science
Café at Columbia University says:
Eat. Drink. Talk Science.

Soup … On the Grill?
By Dan Leff

Grilled Vegetable Soup
Serves 6-8

Ingredients:
Extra-virgin olive oil
2 quarts of chicken or vegetable stock
2 onions (white are preferable)
3 red bell peppers
3 zucchini
2 carrots
2 celery ribs
2 ears of corn 
4 roma tomatoes
¼ cup Arborio rice
¼ cup heavy cream
Salt and pepper

This recipe is available on our web site. Go to:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/html/read.html

About Chef Dan Leff…
After graduating from the California Culinary Academy in 1995, I’ve
worked in venues around the Bay Area.  Having worked with Bradley
Ogden at the Lark Creek Inn, I specialize in Classic American cuisine,
using seasonal ingredients, with a fine dining emphasis. 
Chef Dan Leff Catering focuses on intimate, elegant sit-down dinners
and small corporate events. 

A 1:1 copy of the printed edition
is online available to print,
download or send as an email.
Each story is also available online,
just as it appears in print. 

Go to:
http://www.lamorindaweekly-
.com/html/read.html

(a pdf reader is required to 
view the pages.) www.cookinup.com

Phone: 510.537.1282

An Interactive DVD Cookbook for any beginning cook!

the basics



In a nailbiter finish, the

OBA Sluggers slipped past

the Piedmont A's Sunday 5/6

at Del Rey field.  The final

score was 31-30 and was

marked by strong hitting by

both sides.  In the 1st inning

both sides went through prac-

tically the whole lineup with

strong hits by Stephen

Schmidt, Carter Supple,

Casey McGonnigal and Jack

O' Melviney.  

At the end of the first in-

ning the score stood 9-5 Slug-

gers.  The second inning was

marked by another strong per-

formance by the Sluggers with

hits by Markie Preston Jimmy

Rickson, Sam Foss, and by the

end of the end the Sluggers

had pulled ahead 16 to 9.  By

the fourth inning the A's were

closing the gap, and by the end

of the fifth, the score stood at

25-24.  At their last at-bats in

the top of the six the Sluggers

batted in six runs with strong

help by Jake Hassard, Mikey

Dakis and Emerson Smith.

By the bottom of the six the

score stood 31-24 and the A's

made a valiant attempt to rally

scoring six runs before outs

were made on pitching pop

flies by Jimmy Rickson and

Stephen Schmidt to end the

game at 31-30.
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Moraga Baseball Association
Moraga Baseball Association

Pony Division
May 9

Martinez Sting 4, Moraga

Mariners 2

Mariners highlights:

Allen Smoot 1-for-1, 2 BB, RBI;

Adam Newton 1-for-2, BB, RBI;

Phillip Wright 1-for-2, BB, 2B, 6 IP

(4 runs, 8 hits, no BB, 2 K’s);

Kevin Malley 1-for-2, BB; Scott

Lyness 1 IP (no runs, 1 hit, 1 BB,1

hit batter.

Moraga Cougars 6, Orinda

Padres 3

Cougars highlights:

Chris Roming and Peter Matthias

combined for the W.   Roming 1-

for-2, 2B, RBI, 2 runs; Matthias 1-

for-3, RBI, run; Daniel

Brinckerhoff 1-for-3, RBI.

Bronco Division

May 12

A”s 2, Dodgers 1 

Dodgers highlights:

Kurt Vergara 5 IP, 5 Ks; Hunter

Rosenbaum 1-for-3, run; Alex Mi-

rante 1-for-3, 2B, RBI; Jason Hoff-

man 1-for-3.  Athletics highlights:

Spencer Nichols 1-3, 2B, run; Reid

Shellenbach 1-for-3, 2B; John Erik-

sen 1-for-3, RBI; Kevin Lyle 1-for-

2, RBI; Keai Lucasey game-saving,

diving catch in left field.

Moraga Nationals 3, Orinda

Rivercats 1

Nationals highlights:

JD Ratchford 5 IP, 4K’s; Sam

McAlpine 2 IP, 4K’s, Save;  Mason

Windatt HR to deep center; Bran-

don Dolan 2-1B, 2 SB; JD Ratch-

ford 1B, 2B. 

May 10

Giants 8, Mariners 4

Giants highlights: Brian

Pfaff, Kevin Baldwin, Nathaniel

Armen and Josh DeLany hit safely

in the game. Matthew Barry, Armen

and DeLany combined for the

pitching. Mariners highlights:

Taylor Abbott, John Schmitz, Troy

Westernoff and Robbie Kalish hit

safely in the game.  Schmitz, West-

ernoff and Kalish combined for the

pitching.

Moraga A’s 7, Orinda Giants 2

A’s highlights: Ryan

Gannett 2-for-3, 2 runs; Will Moran

1-for-2, BB; John Warrington 1-for-

3, BB, run.

May 6

Dodgers 10, Giants 7

Dodgers highlights:

Hunter Rosenbaum 2-for-2, Grand

Slam HR, 2BB, 3 runs, 4 RBI; Matt

Huckins 3-for-3, 4RBI, run; Jason

Hofmann 1-for-2, BB, 4 SB’s. Gi-

ants highlights: Ian Daniel 2-for-2,

2B, 2BB, 3 runs; Josh Delany 2-

for-3; Jack Evans 2-for-3.

Moraga Nationals 5, Orinda Out-

laws 6

Nationals highlights:

Sam McAlpine 2B, 4 IP, (3 hits, 1

K); Conner Rosenbaum 2-1B, RBI,

2 SB, run; Alex Wicker 2B, 2 RBI. 

May 5

Moraga Bears 8, Orinda River-

cats 4

Bears highlights: Brett

Stephens 3 hits, run; Andy Grubbs

1 hit, run; Ryan  Hooper 2 hits,

RBI, run; Scott Singh 2 hits, RBI,

run; Cody Kiriaze 2 hits, RBI, run; 

Phillip Rei 1 hit, RBI, run.  

Mustang Division
May 12

Indians 6, Orioles 4

Indian Highlights:

Scott Zurnacian 2-for-2, HR, BB,

RBI, 3 SB, 2 runs; Jack Stephens 2-

for-3, 2B, 3 RBI, 4 SB, 2 runs;

Sean Qualls 3 SB, 2 runs.  Orioles

Highlights:  Patrick Ratchford 2-

for-2, 4 SB, RBI; Danielle Thomas

1-for-2, 2 SB, run;  Sean Smith 1-

for-2, 2SB, run; Ben Skinner 1-for-

3, RBI.  

Yankees 8, A’s 7 

Yankees highlights:

Caleb Whalen 3 IP, 1 run, 4 K’s, 2-

for-4, 2 RBI; Kevin Lehman 2 IP, 0

runs, 3 K’s, 2-for-3, 2 runs; Sean

Pappa 2-for-3, 2-2B, 2 runs; John

Adranly 2-for-3, 2 RBI.  A’s high-

lights: Zach Cole 3 IP, 0 runs, 0

hits, 6 K’s; Nick Riddle 2-for-3, 2

RBI; Drew Faas 2-for-4; Cole

Stevens 1-for-2.

May 9

Red Sox 5, Indians 4

Red Sox highlights:

Scottie Smoot 3-for-3, 2-1B, 2 runs;

Nicolas Fafoutis 3-for-3, 2B, 1B, 2

RBI; Jonathan Hughes 2-for-2, 1B,

RBI, run.  Indians highlights:

Nick Fadelli 3-for-3, 2-1B, 2 RBI,

run; Jack Stephens 2-for-2, 2-1B, 2

runs; Scott Zurnacian 2- for-3, 2B,

run.

Rangers 12, A’s 1

Rangers highlights:

Tyler Bartis 3-for-3, 3B, 3 runs;

Ryan Geisreiter 2-for-2, RBI, 2

runs; Michael Wright 1-for-2, run;

Eric Dunning 2-for-3, 2 runs.  A’s

highlights: Nick Riddle 1-for-1,

run; Parker Lothamer 1-for-2; An-

drew Willmore 1-for-2.

May 8

White Sox 8, Orioles 4

White Sox highlights:

Conner McNally 2-for-3, 2B, SB, 2

runs, 3 IP (2H, 3 R, 5 K’s); Jake Rider

2-for-3, 2B, 2 RBI, 2-SB, 1 run, 3 IP

(3H, 1 R, 6 K’s); Russell Bruck 2-

for-3, 3-SB, 2 runs; Tiger Garcia 1-

for-2, 3B, 2 runs.  Orioles highlights:

Ben Skinner 2- for-2, 4-SB, 2 runs;

Sean Smith 1-for-2, 1 RBI, 4-SB, run;

Marty Cunnane 1-for-2, 2-SB.

May 2

Angels 16, Red Sox 7 

Angels highlights:

Scotty Chen 2-for-4,1B, 2B, 4

Runs; Jack O’Donnell 4-for-4, 1B,

2B, 3B, 5 RBI’s, 2 Runs; Jordan

Hoover 2-for-3, 1B, 2 Runs.  Red

Sox highlights: Nicolas Fafoutis 2-

for-3, 2-1B, RBI, 2 Runs; Scottie

Smoot 3-for-3, 2 RBI, 1B; Kevin

Buckley 1-for-2, 1B, run.  

Pinto Division
May 12

Giants 13, Padres 12 

Giants highlights:

Travis Hartman 3-for-4, 3RBI, 2

runs; David Cushing 2-for-4, 2RBI,

2 runs; Sam Levy 2-for-4, GW RBI

(in extra innings), run.  Padres

highlights: Dylan Caro 4-for-4,

Grand Slam HR, 7 RBI, 2 runs;

Grant Bartis 3-for-4, 2 runs; Bryce

Dugan 3-for-4, RBI, 3 runs.

Cubs 14, Cardinals 10

Cubs highlights:

Spencer Giglio 3-for-4, 2 runs; De-

clan Rector 3-for-3, 2 RBI,  run;

Ryan McNally 2-for-3, 2 runs.

Cardinals highlights:  Will Rack

2-for-3, RBI, 2B, run; Hayden Hunt

2-for-3, 2B, 3 RBI; Gregory Wen-

ning 3-for-3, 1 2B, 2 RBI, 2 runs.

May 9

Padres 11, Diamondbacks 7

Padres highlights: Jake

Rolfe 2-for-3, 2 runs; Tenshi Lu-

casey 2-for-2, RBI; Tristan Wester-

noff 2-for-2, run.  Diamondbacks

highlights: Andrew Holloway 2-

for-3, 2 runs; Lev Garcia 3-for-3,

run; Bryce Henderson 1-for-3, 2

runs. 

Moraga Tennis and Swim Club
1161 Larch Avenue; Phone: 925-376-1622

www.moragatennisandswimclub.com

Fighting Macs Swim Team
• We welcome swimmers of every level
• We have great coaches that give personal 

attention to all swimmers
• Individual recognition for everyone on the team

Junior Summer Tennis Program
• Summer Aces Tennis Team, Group Clinics 

and Private Lessons
• Instruction for all levels and ages

A Great Place For Kids
• Outdoor basketball, sand volleyball, picnic area
• We offer a variety of summer classes 

including science, art, music, and drama classes

Summer Memberships 

Available!

Let’s Party At
MTSC This Summer
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Gaels Golf  Success Continues
with McRae Selection to NCAA
By Jennifer Wake

Saint Mary’s junior

Mike McRae will head

to the Arizona State Uni-

versity’s Karsten Golf

Course on May 17 as one

of six individuals selected

to participate in the three-

day NCAA 2007 Western

Regional Golf Tournament.

It marks the fourth straight

year the Saint Mary’s golf

team will have a represen-

tative in the NCAA Cham-

pionships.  

McRae finished the

2006-07 season with a 72.6

stroke average, playing at

par or better in 19 of the 33

rounds he competed in.

Posting a top-20 finish in

nine of 11 events this sea-

son, McRae also had five

top-5 finishes and took

home medalist honors at

the USF Triumph at Pauma

Valley in March, where

Saint Mary’s captured the

title.

The Saint Mary’s vic-

tory, played March 13 at

the Pauma Valley Country

Club outside of San Diego,

was won with a one-over-

par 283-290-280 perform-

ance.  McRae shot rounds

of 70-70-69 at the par-71,

7,077-yard Pauma Valley

course. The score of 209

marked the lowest 54-hole

score for McRae and the

seventh lowest total in

Saint Mary's history. 

This season, McRae posted

four rounds in the 60s,

which included a career-

low round of 67 in the final

round of the Ogio-Pacific

Coast Intercollegiate.  Last

year, the Salt Lake City na-

tive was named to the All-

West Coast Conference

Team.  He entered the final

round of the West Coast

Conference Champi-

onships tied for 10th, but

shot 2-under par in the

final round to move up to

fourth.

Prior to McRae's se-

lection to this year’s

NCAA Championship,

Chad Cocco was selected

as an individual in 2006,

the SMC golf team earned

an at large berth into the

2005 NCAA Western Re-

gional, and Joe Lanza was

selected as an individual in

2004. 

In order to advance

out of the Western Re-

gional tournament, McRae

will have to post one of the

top two scores for a player

not advancing with his

team. The championship

rounds will start on May

30 and the Golden Horse-

shoe Golf Club’s Gold

Course in Williamsburg, Va. 

Mike Mc Rae   Photo by Rich Davi

High Scoring Game goes to the
OBA Sluggers
Submitted by Eric Smith

Junior Golf  Association
Lafayette Boy Earns One Of The Top Spots 

At Junior Golf Association of 

Northern California Tournament on May 5, 2007

Paul Griessel, age 8, shot

34 on 9 holes to tie for

third place at the tournament

held at Grayson Woods Golf

Course in Pleasant Hill. He

competed against 26 other

boys in the 9 and under age

group.

88 of the best junior

golfers, both boys and girls,

from all over the Bay Area

and Sacramento came to

participate in this tourna-

ment which is one of a series

of four tournaments for jun-

ior golfers that Grayson

Woods is holding this year. 

Paul lives in Lafayette

and is a second grader at

Saklan Valley School in

Moraga. He has taken golf

lessons for several years.

Paul Griessel receiving his award and Jim Hamm,
the owner of the Grayson Woods Golf Course

Press Release

2007 AAU CHICO REGIONAL
QUALIFIER
SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2007
Gold = 8; Silver = 9; Bronze = 8

25 Total Medals

Congratulations to you All!

Name Events AAU # Kata Kumite Kobudo

Chris Wellbrook 3 Bronze Bronze Silver

John Krakowski 2 MDPSK993XT977AK Bronze

Haze Mach 3 Silver Gold Gold

Patrick Hoffinger 2 JDUPK394T8578AK 

Silver Bronze

Gian David Panetta 2 TDLXK793TT578AK/Silver

JD McPhee 2 TDPUK49433378AK

Silver Bronze

Michael Doucet 2 TDRLK553Y6578AK

Gold Silver

Brandon Tokuyama 2 TDGBK99Y3TY77AK

Gold Gold

Joseph Tsuboi 2 TDPBK69535377AK

Gold Silver

Keith Geiger 1 RDPPK594XXX77AK

Judy Kienle 2 TDPSKX57T9Y77AK

Danielle Schumacher 2 SDJAK696Y8Y77AK

Gold Silver

Nick Fleischman 3 Bronze Bronze

Gabby Mancheno 2 Gold Silver

Mackenzie Mancheno 2 Bronze

Drainage Systems
French Drains

Subterranean Water Problems

Retaining Walls / Excavation

P.O. Box 478; Lafayette 94549 www.devengenzo.com

Call: (925) 930-7186

L
ic

 #
 5

6
6
9
8
6

since 1970
Lafayette
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Heads Up, Lamorinda Players, Coaches, and Fans

We want your game scores, highlights, and photos. 

Please send your game reports, including player names and digital photos to 

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Want Results?

85 Lafayette Cirle  •  Lafayette  •  284-7732
Down from Chow Restaurant

www.lafayettehealthclub.com

Our Pilates program is 
“Indoor Conditioning for your Outdoor Lifestyle”

Members and 
non-members 
welcome

Mon-Th: 
5am-9:30pm

Fri: 
5am-8:30pm

Sat/Sun: 
7am-7pm

Strengthen and Strech !!
Pilates is for EVERYBODY!

LHC 
celebrates

26
years!

Lafayette Health Club

(Corporate Office) 1031 Exchange Options – The Gateway Centre, 1850 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 5th Floor, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 | This is neither an offer to sell nor an offer

to buy real estate or securities. There are material risks associated with the ownership of real estate. Securities offered through Sigma Financial Corporation. Member NASD/SIPC.

Ready for a New 
Investment Property?

Jeff Graumlich
Replacement Property Specialist®

national: 800.675.2424 | local: 925.942.1031 x238 
jgraumlich@1031tic.com

www.1031exchangeoptions.com

At 1031 Exchange Options, we help clients acquire tenant-in-common 

properties through a 1031 exchange or direct investment.

Hairy Horse Show
Submitted by Mara Constantin

The Moraga Junior

Horsemen’s Associa-

tion is an organization that

has been around since the

‘50s, and this year’s annual

Hairy Horse Show is May

19 starting at 9!  It’s “hairy”

because the show is tradi-

tionally one of the first of

the season and takes place

before all the horses loose

their winter coats.  This is a

very fun event for the whole

family and better than ever -

this year the show is to ben-

efit Orinda’s Xenophon

Therapeutic Riding Center.

All ages participate in the

show as well as watch the

skills of the riders and their

beautiful horses in a gor-

geous setting.  There is a

good variety of food avail-

able throughout the day in-

cluding a scrumptious

barbecue.  Both the English

and Western riding styles are

represented at the show with

the classes including show-

manship at halter, equi-

tation, pleasure, fences, lead

line, and trail.  This year’s

judge is Debbie Butler.  The

arena is at 423 Canyon Road

– just follow Moraga Road

to Canyon Road and volun-

teers will direct you to park-

ing. Don’t miss this

long-held, fun, and festive

event!  Contact MJHA pres-

ident Jane Jewett at 377-

7537 for entry forms and

more information. 

Karen Garcia and her pony 
Phoebe did well at last year's event

2007 Acalanes’ Men's Tennis Season Overview
By Coach Brad Rieser
Courtesy of: Acalanes’ Booster Club

After losing 15 senior

members of the 18

players on the 2006 varsity

squad, we knew this sea-

son's boys' tennis team was

in for a challenging year.

With 35 kids trying out for

the 12-15 open varsity

spots, the pre-season tour-

nament was very competi-

tive to determine who

would make the varsity

team. Many matches had to

be played to provide a fair

chance for all, and, as such,

we entered into the first of

our 19-game season against

Campolindo without any

official team practice or de-

cision on what our doubles

line up would be. We lost

that one and continued to

experiment a bit as the sea-

son rolled along, playing

many challenge matches

and trying various doubles

combinations to achieve

the strongest roster possi-

ble. Unbelievably, due to

our match schedule and a

bit of untimely rain, the

squad had it's first real

team practice just before

the second half of the sea-

son began! Yet, despite

these challenges, the team

proved to be incredibly

deep and we defeated all

but the three strongest

teams in the 10-team

league, eventually tying

with Las Lomas for fourth

place in the DFAL, with a

winning league record of

10-8, 11-8 overall, which

included two tough 5-4

losses that came down to

the last individual match

and could have gone either

way. 

In the season ending

DFAL tournament, we

placed 11 individuals in the

tourney with the doubles

team of Evan Kline and

Jarret Nelson, both of

whom mostly played sin-

gles all season, were the

second seeded team and ad-

vanced admirably to the

semifinals. Our other play-

ers in the event (Aaron

Boltz, John Grimes, Sam

Behbehani in singles, Alex

Henze, David Fisher, team

captain Yoonho Ji, Blake

Padua, Jay Yarlagada, and

Jason Cheung in doubles)

performed well but got

tough draws, dropping their

matches to seeded

players/teams in the early

rounds. Nevertheless, all

had fun trying and valued

the learning experience.

The 2007 boys varsity

tennis team will be remem-

bered as a team with a new

bunch of diverse players

that showed tremendous

depth and a real passion to

compete, surpassing all ex-

pectations to achieve a very

respectable winning record

that could easily have been

even better. Already, the

team is looking forward to

next season, returning all

varsity players except two

terrific seniors, Sean Ker-

sten and Jay Yarlagada,

who teamed at #3 doubles

to earn one of the top

records in the league at

their position and voted by

the coaches All League

Honorable Mention. Their

fine play, sportsmanship,

and team spirit will surely

be missed.

Oakland Strokes Wins Big at Long Beach Invitational
By Jaime Zepeda

On April 28th and 29th,

the Oakland Strokes

squad went to the Long

Beach Junior Regatta.  The

Junior Varsity and Varsity

teams for the Women's and

Men's teams faced resilient

opponents from across Cali-

fornia.  The races were held

at the Marine Stadium, which

was originally constructed

for the 1984 Olympics.  The

Strokes shined as if they were

Olympians, with nine 1st

places, six 2nd places, and

four 3rd place medals. Lam-

orinda athletes have made

Oakland Strokes their home,

and they showcased their ath-

letic skills at the event.  In the

Women's Varsity-8 team,

Alzizah Koorji (Miramonte)

at coxswain, Julie Jones

(Acalanes) in the stroke seat,

Jessica Cherry (Cam-

polindo), and Pia Hauch

(Bentley) represented Lam-

orinda high schools. For the

Women's Junior Varsity-8

and 3V-8, Brittany Beck (Mi-

ramonte), Molly Castles

(Bentley), Beth Goodwin

(Miramonte), and Kendall

Sandy (Miramonte) gave the

strokes two 1st place fin-

ishes. 

On the Men's side, the

Varsity team gave Oakland

Strokes two solid 2nd place

medals.  Thanks to the great

effort by Alex Topacio (Cam-

polindo) at coxswain, Garret

Bell (Los Lomas) at stroke

seat, Max Farrell (Bentley),

Nathan Carbajal (De La

Salle), James Lenczowski

(Miramonte), Cole Williams

(Campolindo), and Brent

Watson (Miramonte) at bow,

the Strokes barely missed 1st

place two times. The Junior

Varsity team faired equally

well, with a 2nd place finish

of their own.  Alex Topacio

(Campolindo), Garrett Bell

(Los Lomas), Max Farrell

(Bentley), Nathan Carbajal

(De La Salle), Evan Bon-

temps (Miramonte), Jason

Luecker (Campolindo),

Brent Watson (Miramonte),

and Robert Chan (Mira-

monte), made notable contri-

butions. Women's Novice

and Frosh earned three 1st

place medals, thanks in part

to Dara Dickson (Acalanes),

Dana Walsh (Miramonte),

Kelly Bauer (Miramonte),

Claire Grover (Miramonte),

Piper Akol (Miramonte), and

Nikki Dahlberg-Seeth (Mira-

monte). On the Men's side,

Novice and Frosh earned one

1st place and two 3rd place

medals.  Notable contribu-

tions came from Daniel

Migdale (Miramonte),

Michael Schier (Miramonte),

and Billy Deskin (Cam-

polindo). For more informa-

tion, visit the

www.oaklandstrokes.org
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933 Moragaa Road,, Suitee #1033 
Orinda,, CAA 945633 

925•254•0505

 

Lamorinda’ss Leadingg Independentt Reall Estatee Firmm           

Too learnn moree aboutt Villagee Associatess orr too previeww ourr listingss pleasee visit:

www.villageassociates.comm 

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1960

CORAL POOL
SERVICE INC.

3463 Golden Gate Wy.
(Just Off Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

Lafayette

POOL REPAIRS & REMODELING
COMPLETE RETAIL STORE & SUPPLIES
WEEKLY & VACATION SERVICE

283-0300SERVING
LAFAYETTE  •  MORAGA  •  ORINDA

CONTRACTORS LICENSE: #C53-292571

We Service What We Sell

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Extended Summer Hours •••  COUPON  •••

3” Chlorine Tablets
$10 off on 25lb bucket $20 off on 50lb bucket

exp. 5/31/07

with coupon or mention this ad

Team Extreme: Lamorinda Girls’ Lacrosse
By Gavin Schlissel

Lacrosse is a veritable

phenomenon which as

shaken the core of the Lam-

orinda area. Currently field-

ing 13 teams of players in

grades 2-8, the Lamorinda

Lacrosse club has become a

pillar of springtime athletics.

One Lamorinda

Lacrosse team rises above

the rest: the Lamorinda girls

7th-8th grade A team: The

Lamorinda Extreme. And

the team is just that.

The Extreme have

brought the club to the fore-

front of Easy Bay lacrosse.

Lacrosse is organized

first on the district level, and

then on the regional level.

Currently, the Extreme is

ranked first on both. With an

undefeated regular season

record of 12-0, the Extreme

make quick work of any

would be rivals.

They have steamrolled

powerhouse teams such as

the San Ramon Scorpions,

and the Pleasanton Cyclone.

In a recent 11-4 decision

against the Grizzlies of Ross

Valley in Marin County,

Lamorinda girls showed

their prowess and domina-

tion. Under the leadership of

senior players like Alexan-

dra Seclow, starting mid-

fielder from Orinda

Intermediate, and Madeline

Schlissel, starting 1st home

of Joaquin Moraga, the Ex-

treme were able to uphold

their perfect record and offi-

cially send the Ross Valley

team home packing.

The game began with a

4-0 run by the Extreme to

put Lamorinda in control of

the tempo. At the conclusion

of the first half of play, Lam-

orinda led by a score of 7-1,

Sumner Van Brunt the lone

scorer for Ross Valley.

In the opening minutes

of the second half, the Griz-

zlies appeared ready to

claim control of the tempo

and the game. With two

unanswered goals by Griz-

zlies Kathrine Findlay and

Noelle Ruane, the Extreme

were forced to dial back up

the intensity and reclaim

their victory. 

The game ended with three

consecutive goals by Lam-

orinda to make the final

score 11-4.

But the box score fails

to tell the story of the game.

Lamorinda, though they

clearly matched or exceeded

the skills of the Ross Valley

team, won with strength of

bench against the Grizzlies,

who fielded no substitutes.

Forced to play every minute,

Ross Valley was unable to

fend off the onslaught of Ex-

tremists.

“It wasn’t like a victory

where one team just wins,”

explains Schlissel, “I was

one of those victories you

have to work for. We won

the game because we won

the ground balls. We really

out-hustled them.” Schlissel

finished the Ross Valley

game with two goals and

two assists.

Stanford fights to a 6-1 record
Contributed by Mark Zembsch

Stanford and USC, in first

and third place respectively

atop the standings in 6th-8th

grade LMYA softball, thrilled

the crowd at Stanley Middle

School on May 12 in a game

highlighted by outstanding

plays on defense and aggres-

sive long-ball hitting by both

teams.  Stanford's dominating

pitching in the early-going pro-

vided the difference, however,

as Stanford won 16-10.  Stan-

ford improved to 6-1 for the

season, and USC moved to 4-

3-1.  

The story of the game

was Stanford's pitching and de-

fense -- critical to building an

insurmountable 12-0 lead after

five innings.  Stanford's pitch-

ing was led by starter Rachel

Kelley's three shutout innings,

earning Kelley her third win of

the season.  Rebecca Crisp held

USC scoreless in the fourth and

fifth innings by striking out

five.  

Crisp preserved the

shutout through five innings by

stranding USC's Kat Mathis at

third, after Mathis' long triple.

Stanford again enjoyed contri-

butions on offense from all 11

players, led by Siena Del

Ponte's two long home runs

(matching the feat established

by teammate Emily Streeter in

the first game of the season).

Stanford's Crisp was outstand-

ing on the bases, scampering

home four times.  

Besides Del Ponte's

power surge, Stanford's Emily

Streeter hit for extra bases

twice, and Crisp also doubled.

Stanford's defense was nearly

flawless, again led by Kayla

Wiggins, who made a thrilling

outfield catch of one of the

longest-hit balls of the season,

off the bat of USC's Mathis.  

Grace Lovell led USC

with three base hits; Kat Mathis

and Natalie Deskin each

slugged an extra base hit deep

into an outfield gap.  Jessie

Kathan also contributed with

two base hits and two runs

scored.  USC turned in several

key plays on defense as well,

led by Mathis' command be-

hind the plate, Kathan's snag of

a line drive at third base, and

Deskin's solid play at short.

The May 12 game fol-

lowed one of the best-played

games of the season between

the two rivals on Cinco de

Mayo at la escuela de Joaquin

Moraga.  Both teams provided

numerous thrilling pitcher-bat-

ter duels, heads-up base-run-

ning and outstanding defensive

performances on that May 5

morning, with Stanford win-

ning 15-10.

Stanford enjoyed great

pitching from starter Rachel

Kelley (earning her second win

of the season), Rebecca Crisp

(striking out six in her two in-

nings of work), and Ashley

Heim (picking up the key

save). Stanford's offense con-

tinued to be well-balanced, as

all 10 players scored at least

one run each. 

Stanford's 15-run attack

was led by Emily Streeter and

Rikki Starks, who clubbed key

extra-base hits; Karen

Ranstrom, Emma Harris and

Joelle Alley reached base mul-

tiple times and scored two runs

each.  Stanford, which has ben-

efited by great defense all sea-

son, seemingly ended each

inning with a breath-taking

“web gem,” highlighted by

Kayla Wiggins' two outstand-

ing catches, and Tela Zemb-

sch's sterling glove work at

second base.

UCLA's 10-run offense

was led by Maile Hoyt (two

doubles), Sarah Reynolds (two

hits and three runs scored),

Kalena Alva (two hits and two

runs scored). UCLA pitcher

Natalie Goepel impressed with

her dominating three strike-out

performance against the three

batters she faced. 

The season will be de-

cided on June 2, with four

games each remaining for

Stanford and UCLA, and with

third place USC continuing its

charge in the second half of the

season.

Miramonte Swim Club

registration is ongoing

and practices are starting on

May 14.  Miramonte is the

only public community swim

team and has a long history

since our start in 1957.  We

swim at Miramonte High

School's pool, certainly one of

the best pools in the area. Be-

cause of the excellent facility

and the intimacy of our team,

we give our swimmers more

pool time and more opportu-

nities to swim in meets.  Our

community-based culture

fosters character-building  and

leadership, with many of our

coaches coming up from the

team ranks.

We are also friendly to

working parents and kids who

may want to do other summer

programs because Miramonte

Swim Club offers both morn-

ing AND late afternoon prac-

tice sessions. As part of our

social team building we pro-

vide bowling nights, dinners,

barbecues and other activities

to encourage friendship

among the team.   Check the

team website for sign up in-

formation and forms,

www.MSCswim.org. Contact

Kenny Tsuboi at 377-7133 if

you have questions.

Miramonte Swim Club Registration Open
Submitted by Erica Zeidenberg 
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The Shop Moraga First campaign was

kicked off with a bang at the Art, Wine

and Merchants Fair held on May 5 during

Moraga Beautiful Week. “It was a wonderful

community-building event,” said Edy

Schwartz.  “Business owners and residents

had a chance to meet and get to know each

other.  Consumers discovered businesses that

they didn’t know were here, and shop owners

really appreciated the chance to connect with

the community.” 

The result of two months of planning by

a dedicated group of retailers and residents,

the Fair featured 37 merchants, fine art and

photography from local artists, wine from

local vintners and a chance to meet your

favorite Lamorinda Weekly reporters!

Attendance was estimated at about 800.

Shop Moraga First organizers hope to

encourage residents to ask themselves, “Can

I buy it in Moraga?” If you can, why

wouldn’t you? By shopping in Moraga for

the things you can get here, before going

outside, tax dollars will be kept in town. If

everyone spent just 10% more a year in

Moraga, that would make a big difference.

We would be supporting our town,

supporting the businesses who in turn give

back to our community, and even reduce

traffic, air pollution and wear and tear on our

cars if we did a bit more of our shopping

closer to home.

Cozy - family
educated - quality service.

1460-J Moraga Rd.
Moraga, 925-376-4373

lisamarty06@aol.com

“I’m not just a stylist,
I’m an artist”

Salon
Casa
Bella

INTERO
REAL ESTATE SERVICESSandra Meily

Realtor 89 Davis Road,  Orinda, CA 94563
smeily@interores.com

Integrity and Perseverance...
My offer to you. Let me help you
find your perfect sanctuary.
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MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

locaded on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

oraga

otors

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

586 Center Street

Moraga, CA 94556 925-376-5974

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 9-4, Sun closed

www.theupsstore.com

Shipping
Coying, Finnishing
Printing Services

Notary Services
Postal Services
Business Services

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Imelda “Meng” Ward
Licensed Esthetician

(925) 451-5779

mengward@sbcglobal.net
354 Park Street ~ Moraga

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Anti-Aging
European Facial
$25 OFF*

HALF PRICE
Bikini Waxing*
With Purchase Of  a

Full Leg Waxing

* New clients only.
With coupon. 
Exp. 7/10/07

925.376.7222
508 Center Street

Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

925 - 377 - 1908

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga
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Bill Snider, Owner

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

1409 Moraga Way 
Moraga Shopping Center

Phone: (925) 376-3600

Camp 
Saklan

Ages 3 to 10
Preschool to 
5th Grade

June 11th  to 
August 17th

Engage your child’s mind, 
stimulate your child’s imagination, 

activate your child’s body: Camp 
Saklan offers it all in one fun 
summertime package on our 

country day campus in beautiful 
Moraga Valley!

NewElementaryCamp(Grades1to5)
Visit saklan.org to register!

Rheem Valley Pet Shoppe
Full Line of Pet Food Supplies

Small Animals, Rabbits, Fresh
Water Fish and Boarding

376-8399

Corner Rheem Blvd. & Moraga Rd.
Mon-Fri 10AM-7PM • Sat 10AM-5:30PM • Sun 12PM-5PM

15 years in Moraga

www.stmarysflorist.net

1480 Moraga Rd. Ste C (across Moraga Hardware) - Moraga
925-376-5558

Flowers - Plants - Home Staging - Uniquie Gifts
Wedding - Sympathy - Gift Baskets

Pizza, Pasta, Salads & More…
Dine-In, Take-Out or Delivery

Monday Night Special ~ Medium one topping pizza $11.00 (+tax)
Team Parties welcome!

925-376-1515 ~  1375-D Moraga Road, Moraga  ~  (In Safeway Center)

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting

in my home

Lisa Gillett
1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.

Moraga, CA 94556(925)631-1063

Gr
ow

ing
Light M

ontessori Schools

Toddler
18 to 30 month

Preschool
2.5 to 4 years

Pre-K/Kindergarten
4 to 6 years

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 • part time schedule available
925.377.0407

www.growinglight.net
1450 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Oakland • Moraga • Kensington

C A N Y O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N

professional remodeling & custom homes

925 country club drive   moraga  ca  94556

t 925.376.3486        f 925.376.3503

www.canyonconstruction.com

Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce of Moraga

Rheem Valley Automotive
455 Center Street

in the Rheem Valley
Shopping Center 925.377.6020

Complete Repair Shop

� Super Smog Special:

$29.95
+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee

coupon required   

most cars

Staff writers Steve Angelides and Cathy
Tyson at the Moraga Art, Wine and
Merchants Fair

Formerly from

now at

Reflexion Salon

SIXTO’s

508 Center Street
Around the Corner, past TJmaxx 925-286-2023

SHARON




