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The Town Council of “little

old Moraga” has sent a

political message to the rest of

the world on the issue of global

warming. By a vote of 3 to 2,

with Mayor Mike Metcalf and

Councilmember Rochelle Bird

dissenting, the council adopted

a resolution endorsing the U.S.

Mayors Climate Protection

Agreement.

The deciding vote was

cast by Councilmember Dave

Trotter, who said he voted for

the resolution because he

thought it was “important to

send the political message,

even from little old Moraga.”

Trotter made his decision after

a spirited debate between the

proponents, led by Coun-

cilmember Linda Descham-

bault, and the dissenters, led by

Metcalf.

Deschambault works for

the U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency and heads a local

non-profit organization called

Generation Green. Metcalf is a

Stanford-educated engineer

who is retired from Chevron.

Metcalf said afterwards

that this was the first time in the

Town’s history since it was in-

corporated in 1974 that the

Council has taken a position on

any national or international

issue. “The reason we haven’t

is it’s always been the belief of

the Council that we should be

focusing on our own affairs and

we have enough on our plate,”

Metcalf explained.

The resolution urges the

federal and state governments

to take action to reduce global

warming pollution, including

asking Congress to pass “cap

and trade” greenhouse gas re-

duction legislation. Cap and

trade legislation includes a

combination of emissions lim-

its and a market-based system

of tradable allowances among

emitting industries.

The Kyoto Protocol, an

international agreement which

includes binding greenhouse

gas limits, went into effect on

February 16, 2005. It has been

ratified by 141 countries, many

of which have already enacted

cap and trade legislation.

The political message

which Moraga has endorsed

seems to be aimed at least in

part at the Bush administration,

which has refused to adopt the

Kyoto Protocol, and until re-

cently had questioned the role

of human activity in global

warming. California made his-

tory when Governor Arnold

Schwarzenegger signed cap

and trade legislation on Sep-

tember 27, 2006.

When she presented the

proposal to the Council, De-

schambault noted that in Con-

tra Costa County similar action

has already been taken by the

county, and by the cities of El

Cerrito, Richmond, Lafayette,

Pleasant Hill, and Walnut

Creek. Deschambault told the

Council the issue of global

warming is now “mainstream.”

In addition to endorsing

the U.S. Mayor’s agreement,

the Council also voted, with

Metcalf abstaining, to join the

organization ICELI-Local

Governments for Sustainabil-

ity, USA, Inc. During the de-

bate Metcalf challenged the

assertion in the ICLEI resolu-

tion that the burning of fossil

fuels “accounts for more than

80% of U.S. greenhouse gas

emissions.” Although the

Council majority amended the

ICLEI resolution to change the

80% to “a substantial portion,”

that was not enough to gain

Metcalf’s support for the Town

joining ICLEI.

ICLEI, headquartered in

Oakland, has over 660 local

government members around

the world, according to its web-

site. The ICLE resolution calls

for Moraga to establish a local

greenhouse gas reduction target

and adopt an action plan to

meet that target.

Deschambault explained

that ICLEI will provide soft-

ware and other resources to

help the Town develop its plan.

Town Manager Phil Vince said

the only money he will propose

in the Town’s forthcoming

budget for this issue will be the

$600 annual ICLEI member-

ship fee. Vince said he hopes

students from St. Mary’s Col-

lege will volunteer to help the

Town develop its plan.

The global warming issue

was placed on the Council’s

agenda at the request of a local

environmental organization

called Sustainable Moraga. Ac-

cording to the group’s presi-

dent, Moraga resident Bill

Durkin, the organization has

been active since 2005, and

adopted bylaws and established

a bank account in January of

this year. 

Durkin said the group

now has an active core group of

about a dozen members and a

mailing list of 100. The group’s

historic success in garnering

the Town’s action on global

warming comes on the heels of

an energy fair it organized at

the Moraga Shopping Center

with 15 vendors on May 5, and

a battery recycling program it

initiated which won accolades

from the Town Council last

year.

Many members of Sus-

tainable Moraga spoke in favor

of the Council’s actions on

global warming, but only Met-

calf and Bird spoke in opposi-

tion. “Although everyone in the

room may have been in favor,”

Metcalf said, “if anyone thinks

that’s everyone in the Town,

they’re wrong.”
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Town of Moraga:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

for:

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Wednesday, May 23

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, May 21

Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, May 29

Fire Board 7pm
Fire Station 

1280 Moraga Way

Tuesday, May 19

Youth Involvement 7:30pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, May 31

Friday, May 25

Underage D.U.I., 5/06/07

Silver Lexus was stopped

on St. Mary’s Road near

Bollinger Canyon for

going 60 mph in a 35 mph

zone.  19-year-old driver

showed objective signs of

alcohol intoxication.

Blood Alcohol Level of

.08%

Underage Possession of

Alcohol, 5/04/07

Anonymous reporting

person believed underage

drinking and smoking was

going on in the

neighborhood.  Officer

followed trail and found

three white male juveniles

and one white, female

juvenile that had been

drinking.  Officer found a

water bottle of vodka and

confiscated it.  Parents

were contacted and

juveniles were released to

their parents’ custody.

Medical Assistance, 5/4/07

St. Mary’s College, three

individuals required med-

ical attention due to alco-

hol intoxication.  Taken to

John Muir Hospital.

Possession of Marijuana,

5/01/07 A vehicle was

pulled over on Camino Ri-

cardo near Moraga Way,

because it had no license

plates, the 21-year-old

driver had no proof of in-

surance as well.  Officer

suspected he smelled mari-

juana, and found 2.5 grams

of suspected marijuana in

the vehicle and two small

“blunts.”  Driver had no

medical marijuana card.

Suspect substance tested

positive for marijuana.

The Right Lender to KnowTM

“My clients keep coming back

because they know I’ll find

them the best loan program,

at the best rate, every time.”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant

Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

1777 Botelho Drive • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

serving Lamorinda since 1986

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

925-627-7109

You can contact reporter
Steve Angelides at

steve@lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga 
Cleans Up! 
Moragans came out in

force last Saturday to

take part in the annual

Clean-Up Day, a fitting end

to Moraga Beautiful Week.

Joining in the fun were

nearly 100 Saint Mary’s

student-athletes who traded

bats, sticks and clubs for

paint brushes. In addition to

staining park equipment at

Rancho Laguna Park and

Moraga Commons, the stu-

dents weeded the Com-

mons’ skateboard park.

The youngest helpers,

mostly under the age of 5,

took frequent breaks from

their weeding to take ad-

vantage of the empty skate

park by turning it into an

awesome “slide park!”

“Little Old Moraga” Sends “Political Message” on
Global Warming
First Political Statement Ever on a National or International Issue
By Steve Angelides
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Cade and Chase Bennett help dad with the weeding

St. Mary's athletes dig in Photos by Lee Borrowman

across the way...
a unique lifestyle store   

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3  •  1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)
Shop Moraga First  •  Support your locally owned & operated businesses

Discover an extensive collection of exquisite
outdoor furniture and accessories, featuring

fine English teak by BarlowTyrie.

BarlowTyrie
Fine Garden Furniture

Collection designed by Vladamir Kagen




