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Volunteers at work Photos by Lee Borrowman

Moraga Tots Get Big Toys
By Lee Borrowman

Its most satisfied customers may not even have been born when
discussions first began around a possible upgrade to the Tot Lot at

the Moraga Commons last fall. But this past weekend, volunteers
assembled the new play ground equipment which will be available
to happy toddlers just in time for the opening of this summer’s Con-
certs in the Park season on Thursday. 

The cool new structures were purchased from Big Toys, a pur-
veyor of environmentally-friendly play ground equipment. Accord-
ing to Parks and Recreation Director Penelope Leach, the structures
are “made of 100% recycled materials, most of which is recycled
milk cartons,” are maintenance free and come with a 50 year war-
ranty.

Like many things that happen in our small community, this
project was the result of the collective volunteer efforts of many sup-
porters. The equipment was purchased using funds from the Robert-
Z’Berg grant, a per capita grant that can only be spent on recreation
or recreational equipment. To qualify for this funding, the Town had
to present its proposal for state review and approval. There is a match-
ing funds requirement attached to these grant monies, so the town
had to go scouting for an additional $21,000 to help fund the project.
“Oh, who will help me?” cried Miss Penelope!

Enter the calvary!     

The Parks and Rec Foundation was able to donate $17,000
towards the match because a generous donation was made to the
Foundation for this very purpose by the Mark Robeson family.
The Moraga Women’s Society donated another $4000, and the
match was made. The excavation that occurred in the days lead-
ing up to last weekend was done free of charge, by Moraga’s
own Bay Area Drainage. 

But who was going to build this new fantasy land?  Up to
the plate stepped the Kiwanis Club. About twenty Kiwanis vol-
unteers, and a handful of younger dads, toiled away on a glorious
Saturday under the direction of a  project manager supplied by
the vendor. Dale Walwark, who coordinated the Kiwanis effort,
said, “This town does not have the money or the staff to make
things like this happen. We’ve always depended heavily on vol-
unteer labor and donations.” Looking around at row after row of
plastic bags full of hundreds of different small parts that some-
how all managed to look alike, Walwark joked, “It’s every fa-
ther’s Christmas nightmare!”
There will be an official ribbon-cutting ceremony before the
evening concert on June 21, but the new and improved Tot Lot
will be open for business in the meantime.
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Lamorinda Resident for 31 Years

• Diversification
• Tax Deferral
• Tax Depreciation
• Single Tenant Triple Net

We help 1031 Exchange 
Investors and Private Clients
acquire Net Leased and 
Tenant-in-common properties.

THE SUREST WAY TO
STOP WORRYING ABOUT YOUR

1031 EXCHANGE
IS TO START LOOKING FOR ONE

David Waal, Principal
(925) 407-4747

2950 Buskirk Avenue, Suite 300
Walnut Creek, California 94597

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member/NASD SIPC

http://www.absolutecenter.net
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Skin Enhancements
Professional Skin Care By Myrna Taiariol

Myrna Taiariol
Licensed Esthetician

1040 Brown Avenue
Lafayette, CA  94549
Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday

By Appointment

925.212.3150

Facials
Peels/ultradermabrasion
Waxing
Tinting
Ear Piercing
Skin Tag Removal www.skinenhancements.com

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616   •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

Full Service Bike Shop: 

• Repairs, Tune-ups
• Cycling Apparel

• Shoes, Accessories

Orbea  &  Look
Road Bikes

• Road Racing • Road Touring
• Comfort Road • City Bikes
• Bike Path • Cruisers
• Womens Specific Designs
• Mtn. Cross-Country
• All Mountain
• Kids Mountain
• Kids Road
• Little Kids

Major and Minor Brand’s from:
- Santa Cruz  - Orbea - Look

- Independant Fabrications
- Moots - Calfee - Parlee

- Lemond - Gary Fisher
- Trek Womens Specific
- Ellsworth - Co-Motion
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Just in: New




