
Unlike many other college orientation programs, where the discussion
might revolve around the location of the dining halls or hours of op-

eration at the campus gymnasium, when students arrive at Saint Mary’s
College this weekend, they will have their first Collegiate Seminar discus-
sion on Plato’s Analogy of the Cave.

“Starting the course as a part of the orientation events sets the tone
for the academic journey that the freshman are commencing,” said Charles
Hamaker, director of the Collegiate Seminar program.  The Seminar
course is at the core of a Saint Mary’s undergraduate education and is re-
quired of all its students.

In addition, all incoming students were asked to read two documents
as part of a Summer Reading Program before the start of classes.  They
were a paper by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, “Cli-
mate Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability,” and a state-
ment by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops entitled,
“Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common
Good.”

“The Summer Reading Program ties in with Seminar in that a re-
sponse to any serious issue like global warming requires the capacity to
interpret the facts, assess their significance, and  form  measured judg-
ments, as well as recognizing the longstanding ideas and questions about
the human condition that provide the context for such issues,” Hamaker
said.

Dean of the School of Liberal Arts Steve Woolpert explained that
these original readings were chosen “in order to inform our new students

about the scientific, economic, and
moral dimensions of global warm-
ing.”  

Students are engaged in ques-
tions about the works in an online
blog, such as:  Can you describe the
expected impacts of human-induced
climate change over the next 50
years?  Are technological approaches
more or less important than changes
in people’s values and patterns of be-
havior?  What responsibilities, if any,
do countries that produce the most
greenhouse gases have to mitigate
the effects of climate change experi-
enced by countries that produce the
least greenhouse gases?

Climate change will be an inte-
grative theme in the 2007-08 academic year including English Composi-
tion writing assignments, and on-campus presentations on climate change
by experts and public officials.  Saint Mary's also plans to join in “Focus
the Nation,” an educational initiative that will culminate in national sym-
posia on climate change.   The events will be held simultaneously at over
a thousand colleges, universities, high schools and other institutions across
the country in January.
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New SMC Students Tackle Weighty 
Subjects at Orientation
By Jennifer Wake

De La Salle statue at Saint Mary’s College
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10% discount
for registration by 

August 31st

925.708.4501

TestPrep
One-on-One Tutoring
SAT, SAT II, AP - U.S.History, 
College Essays, Writing;

SENIORS
· Are you unhappy with SAT scores?
· Have you started your College Essays?

JUNIORS
· Are you in advanced math? 

Take the SAT in the fall
· Avoid spring stress – start SAT prep now

FRESHMEN & SOPHOMORES
· Improve your reading and essay writing
· Improve analysis skills

1199 Upper Happy Valley Road  •  Lafayette  •  TestPrepNow@hotmail.com

http://www.myhousingguide.com
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Music Lessons
www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240
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Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way;   Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

Sale ends 08/31/07

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

© 2007 by True Value ® Company, Chicago, IL 60631

of the month

66-Qt. Latch Storage Box
• Transparent so you can easily see what’s inside
• Unique latch handle design 
• Recessed lid allows secure stacking during storage
W 501 876 F4 
While supplies last. Content not included.

12-Oz. Black or White
Gloss Spray Enamel
• Fast drying and durable
• Provides a smooth finish 

for interior or exterior 
projects

• Use on wood or metal
• Other colors available*
P513 770, 739 B6 
While supplies last.
Local Restrictions may apply.

2-Pk., 175-Oz. Wasp &
Hornet Spray Value Pack
• Kills on contact and kills

insects returning to the nest
• Spray up to 25’
• Non-staining
L 726 853 B6 
While supplies last.

Get outstanding low prices
on quality products

Auto ship on black and white only




