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Saint Mary’s Women Lose Heartbreaker to UCSB
By Kevin D. Shallat

In a spirited match, Saint
Mary’s women’s volley-

ball took on the U.C. Santa
Barbara Gouchos in its home
opener on Sept. 13 in McK-
eon Pavilion, but lost the con-
test 3-2 in the fifth game of a
best-out-of-five format.

The Gaels won the first
two games of the match,
recording a 30-26 score in
each game.  In the first two
games, Saint Mary’s had 38
kills, to Santa Barbara’s 21,
with Gaels outside hitters
Megan York and Taylor
Groess at 12 and seven kills
respectively in those games.  

It seemed as if Saint
Mary’s was well on their way
towards beating the Gouchos.
At the break, Santa Barbara
knew the match was on the
line. Down 2-0, they would

have to pick up their play, or
the match would be over.  

They returned looking
like a new and improved team.  

Even with the inspired
play by the Gouchos, Saint
Mary’s hung tough and led for
a good portion of the game.  At
one point in the third game, the
Gaels took a three point lead to
make it 16-13.

The Gaels, however,
could not maintain their stel-
lar play, despite the fact that
they had no glaring mistakes,
and the Gouchos had a num-
ber of unforced serving er-
rors. The Gaels dropped the
next three games to lose the
match.

Freshman sensation
York, however, continued to
impress, leading the team in a
career high with 26 kills.  She

also had 17 digs while record-
ing her sixth double-double of
the season.  Setter Kapua Ka-
mana’o led the team with 17
assists.  Middle blocker
Megan Burton was very ac-
tive, and had a solid game
with 13 kills.  Libero Alita
Fisher also played a gritty
match, recording 25 digs on
the night.

Junior outside hitter
Groess was a real catalyst for
the Gaels in this game, with
many timely kills.  As one of
the elder players on this
young Gaels team, Groess
brings energy, confidence,
and fun to the games.

Catch the next Gaels
game by checking the sched-
ule online at:
www.SMCGaels.com
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Your children are precious, aren’t they? And one of their most precious gifts is
their eyes. That’s why we encourage you to have your children’s eyes examined
first at nine months of age, again at three years, and regularly after that.

Who are we? We’re the University of California Eye Center in Berkeley, a key
part of UC’s top-rated School of Optometry. And we can offer you a great deal
of expertise with youngsters’ eyes.

In fact, here at UC we’ve developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play, and to
diagnose and treat any vision problems even before they can read an eye chart.

We take most vision insurance plans, and accept all major
credit cards. So bring in the whole family for their eye exams.
(You’ll absolutely love our Eye Wear Center, with its incredible
selection of designer frames!) We’ll look for you!

http://www.caleyecare.com



