
Volunteers can be the lifeblood of a community.
From service clubs, to religious groups, to

non-profit organizations and foundations, countless
hours are logged by tireless Lamorinda volunteers
every day.  And the help does not go unnoticed.

Head librarian, Susan Weaver, says she
wouldn’t be able to do what she does without the
help at the Lafayette Library.  “We couldn’t do any
of our programs or could not function without our
volunteers,” she said.  “The Friends of the Library
underwrite all of our programming costs, if we have
a paid performer, flyers, and big programs like
Lamorinda Reads.  And we have hundreds of vol-
unteers who route books, re-shelve, and clean.
They say it takes a village to raise a child.  I guess
it takes a village to run a library.”  

According to Friends of the Lafayette Library
coordinator Sally Bellenger, the group of 35-40 vol-
unteers who work in the book room in various ca-
pacities raise an average of $50,000 a year.
Through their efforts since its inception in 1967, the
Friends have been able to donate $750,000 to the
new library building.  

Yet it can be back-breaking work.  Each
week, approximately 2,000 books are dropped off
in donations, and volunteers must carry the books
from the curb to the book room at the Lafayette
Community Center.  

“At the moment, we have over 40,000 books
for sale in the book room,” said Bellenger.

Why do they do it?  It’s simple: “We love li-
braries and love books,” she said.

This type of passion seems to be the catalyst
that drives many volunteers.

Moraga resident Bill Durkin began volunteer-
ing at age 14, teaching swimming lessons.  “I guess
that stuck, since I’ve been doing volunteer work
ever since,” he said.

Currently Durkin is a docent at Bedford
Gallery.  He has served as president of Sustainable
Moraga for two years, is a member of the California
Emergency Response Team (CERT), and works in
the Community Garden. 

“I find volunteering rewarding in many
ways,” he said.  “It’s a way of taking the edges out
of thinking you are so different from others, and I

learn a lot about myself when volunteering for
groups like a suicide and crisis center.”

A former teacher, Durkin believes that “if you
work at something a little each day (or week), you
can get things accomplished, and then get a sense of
achieving your goals.”

For others, just finding how their skills fit a
need is a fulfilling experience.

Lafayette resident Bruce Veenstra knows
lighting.  When his church decided to upgrade their
lighting system to be more eco-friendly, he calcu-
lated the costs and benefits of a lighting efficiency
upgrade, and plans to use a week of his own vaca-
tion time to install more than 200 energy efficient
devices such as T8 fluorescent tubes, electric bal-
lasts, fixtures, CFL, motion sensors and their con-
trol units, at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in
Lafayette. ... continued on page 11
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Planned Roadwork May Challenge Lamorinda Drivers
By Sophie Braccini; Wendy Scheck contributed to this article

The East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict (EBMUD) plans to replace three

miles of aging water pipeline that runs
under Moraga Road between the Lafayette
Water Treatment Plant and Moraga’s
Draeger Drive. Work is scheduled to begin
in June of 2008, and conclude in the sum-
mer of 2009. The project will necessitate
the complete closure of Moraga Rd be-
tween Old Jonas Hill Road and Sky Hy
Drive for 6-8 weeks next summer.

In related news, the City of Orinda
has planned improvements to Moraga Way
from Ivy Drive to downtown Orinda,
which will also take place next summer.
EMBUD is working with the City of
Orinda on the timing of road  closures.
Moraga Orinda Fire District Chief Pete
Nowicki  said at a meeting in Moraga last
Friday that the district’s ability to respond
to emergencies  would not be negatively

impacted by  the overlapping roadwork.
The Pipeline Project :

The replacement of the current 24”
wide pipes, which were installed in the
1930’s and1950’s, is a project of the
EBMUD’s Water Treatment and Transmis-
sion Improvements Program. EBMUD
held an informational meeting at the
Lafayette Recreation Center on September
13, during which EBMUD Senior Civil
Engineer John Hurlburt presented the plan
and took questions from concerned resi-
dents. 

The first phase of the project will be
Old Jonas Hill to Sky Hy.  Because  Mor-
aga Rd is very narrow and windy in that
section, it will have to be completely
closed to through traffic during work
hours.  This will happen during the summer
of 2008 when schools are closed. Traffic
will be diverted to St. Mary’s Road.  

Subsequently, trench work will take
place  from Sky Hy to Draeger Drive; Mor-
aga Rd is  wider there and only a partial
closure of the road will be required.   Res-
idents  voiced fears  that even a partial clo-
sure was likely to create havoc, especially
when  occuring near schools.

As it stands now, the contractor will be
authorized to work weekdays from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.  An exception to this schedule
will occur when trenches will have to be dug
at Moraga Rd and Rheem Blvd.  In order to
minimize the interruption of traffic at this
major intersection, the contractors may work
up to 24 hours per day with the objective of
completing the work  within two days. 

When asked why all the work wasn’t
done at night, Hurlbut replied that although
EBMUD would love to be able to do that,
the noise level would make nighttime work
impossible.

See the DIFFERENCE

At Moraga Hardware and Lumber

Traeger Wood Pellet Grills

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm Sun: 9am-5pm

(925) 376-3600
1409 Moraga Way 

Moraga Shopping Center

HARDWARE LUMBER
since 1967

Volunteerism Keeps Lamorinda Humming
By Jennifer Wake

Boy Scout Troup 200 members Joshua Koenigsberg, Ramez Jweainat, and

Zack Lewis of Lafayette hand fliers out promoting e-waste collection to 

patrons of the Lafayette Art and Wine Festival Photo by Jennifer Wake

See page 15



Concerns ruled the day at last
week’s City Council meet-

ing regarding the proposed 28 unit
condominium project, Lafayette
Park Terrace, located on Mt. Dia-
blo Court, near Blodgett’s Abbey
Carpet.   Lafayette Properties, the
applicant and owner was looking
for final approval of this much-
contested project.  Greg Wolff,
Senior Planner with the City, got
the public hearing started with a
review of the many, many hoops
the project has jumped through
thus far, over a dozen hearings
spread over a year’s time, 154
public comment letters, and more.   

The project has changed
considerably already due to citi-
zen and city concerns.  Originally
it was 40 units, the current plan is
28 units on two levels with park-
ing underneath.  The overall size
has shrunk, from 52,000 square
feet to 36,000 square feet. Accord-

ing to architect Joseph Bologna, it
is as small as possible, the build-
ing is compact and low on the site,
and the average height was ad-
justed to 35 feet.  Landscaping
calls for planting 82 new trees and
keeping as much of the mature
vegetation as possible around the
periphery of the site.    

Public comment at the
meeting ran two to one against the
project.  Concerns included un-
happiness with changing the Gen-
eral Plan to accommodate the
necessary re-zoning and grading
28,000 cubic yards of earth.
Many neighbors living in adjacent
single-family homes and multi-
unit buildings didn’t want a large
building in their backyard, block-
ing their views.  Randall Castro
said, among other things, the proj-
ect was too large and gave a peti-
tion with 100 signatures to the
Council.  Those in favor cited ad-

ditional relatively affordable
housing the city sorely needs, a
smaller footprint than twelve sin-
gle-family homes, and a senior-
friendly project. 

Because the Planning Com-
mission was deadlocked three to
three at their last meeting, the mat-
ter was sent to the City Council to
decide.  The Planning Commis-
sion found that they couldn’t fully
support it, but couldn’t deny it ei-
ther.  Size, bulk and mass were
their main concerns.  They were
in agreement in their support to
change the zoning from Medium
Density Single-Family Residen-
tial (up to six units per acre) to
Low Density Multi-Family Resi-
dential (up to 17 units per acre).
For this two-acre parcel, that
means a developer could have
built 12 single-family homes, but
if approved would be able to build
a maximum of 34 condominium
units.  This came up later in the
evening when neighbors com-
plained about the size and mass of
the project, but were asked if they
preferred having 12 separate
homes instead.

In the end, after hearing
from Wolff, Bologna, numerous
concerned citizens, and a land use
lawyer, the City Council still had
reservations.  Vice Mayor Mike
Anderson suggested sending the
matter back to the Design Review
Commission to see if concerns of
height, bulk and mass had been
remedied in the current version of
the plan.  Council Member Brandt
Andersson was concerned about
increases in density and height; in
addition he was also hesitant to
change the General Plan.  Council
Member Carl Anduri preferred a
much smaller project, around
twelve units.  Mayor Carol Fed-
erighi was, “still not entirely com-
fortable with the project…I’m not
ready tonight to endorse it or cut it
off.  My recommendation is to
send it back to the Planning Com-
mission.”  Council Member Don
Tatzin was not in attendance.

The City Council voted to
send the project back to the Plan-
ning Commission and directed the
developer to revise its plans to re-
duce the size of the project.

In related news, The Wood-
bury, an 80-unit luxury condo-
minium project, on the other end
of town near the Veterans Build-
ing, was unanimously approved,
according to Niroop Srivatsa,
Planning and Building Manager.

The Lafayette Recreation
Department will hold a

grand opening celebration from
10:30-2:30 on September 29th
for the new outdoor roller
hockey rink and sports facility.
There will be music, games,
food, prizes and free skating.  

Fifteen years ago, former
Program Coordinator Brian
McCooey built a roller hockey
rink out of hay bail wrapped in
plastic on the community cen-
ter parking lot.  This month
Jonathan Katayanagi, the cur-
rent Program Coordinator,
looks forward to opening the
doors of the unique new out-
door rink to a variety of sports.
He explains, “The surface of
The Rink is what really sets the
facility apart from anywhere
else in the bay area.  The new
outdoor Sportcourt tiles make
skating at this rink feel just the
same as skating at other bay
area indoor rinks.”  
With The Rink,  several new
recreational opportunities will
open up.  Kids can learn the ba-
sics of lacrosse in the little
LAX league and the whole
family can join in the fun on
Friday Skate Nights.  For both

youth and adults there will be
the new Lafayette Remix Bas-
ketball league; along with
Dodge Ball and the ever popu-
lar Roller Hockey League.
Event Schedule:
10:30 Ribbon cutting ceremony
10:45 Bay Area Team Mascots
(Warriors Thunder, UC Berkeley – Oski,
Campolindo High Cougar, San Francisco
Dragons Lacrosse – Scorch, Lafayette

Roller Hockey - Viking)

11:00 Free Throw Competition
11:30 Future class
Demonstrations
(RC Cars, Roller Figure Skating)

11:45 All Skate and Games
12:15 Roller Hockey 
Demonstrations and Competition
12:45 Soccer and 
Dodgeball Games
1:15 Broom Ball Game
1:45 All Skate and Games
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City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Calendar

check online:
Town of Lafayette:
http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
for:
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates
Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org
for:
• local businesses
• upcomming events

Monday, Sept 24

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Sept 20

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, Sept 25

Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center
500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, Oct 10

Circulation 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, Oct 1

Emergency Prep. 9:15am
City Offices
3675 Mt, Diablo Blvd. Suite 265

Wednesday, Oct 10
Senior Services 3:30pm
Community Center, Alder Room 
500 St Mary’s Road
Thursday, Sept 27

Home Burglary, 9/07/07  An un-
known male suspect entered
through an unlocked door to a Carol
Lane home.  The homeowner was
sleeping in the living room, when
the suspect entered and accidentally
woke him up.  Suspect said, “oh,
I’m sorry,” and fled the scene.  The
only thing missing from the home
was a pair of sunglasses taken from
an unlocked car in the garage.

Home Burglary, 9/06/07  A Buchan
Drive home was broken into via a
door kicked in.  Officers searched
residence and didn’t find a suspect.
Rear bedroom door was also kicked
in.  Officer contacted homeowner,
who was away on vacation.  Public
Works Dept. arrived to board up the
broken door.  No fingerprints were
found.

Home Burglary, 9/05/07  The rear
wood-framed door to an attached
garage of a Read Road home was
kicked in.  An unknown suspect
stole an undetermined amount of
jewelry from master bedroom.  No
leads or suspects at this time.
Although there are similarities to
the Buchan Drive burglary, police
would not speculate about a
suspect.

Broken Car Window, 9/2/07  A car
was parked in the parking lot on St.
Mary’s Road just south of Lucille.
The vehicle owner walked across
the street to play Petanque.  When
she came back, she noticed one of
the windows was smashed in.  Esti-
mated damage of about $350.00

Ware  Des ign s
Fine Jewelry since 1977

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 WWed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/31/07.
Usually insatlled while you wait. 
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

Skin Enhancements
Professional Skin Care By Myrna Taiariol

Myrna Taiariol
Licensed Esthetician

1040 Brown Avenue
Lafayette, CA  94549
Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday

By Appointment

925.212.3150

Facials
Peels/ultradermabrasion
Waxing
Tinting
Ear Piercing
Skin Tag Removal www.skinenhancements.com

Look for our Red
Trucks and ask

for “Jim.”

Quality  •  Integrity  •  Expert Workmanship
Third Generation Paving Company

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis & Sports Courts

• Parking Lots
• Subdivisions
• Seal Coating

All roads lead to JV Lucas Paving! 925.283.8027

CA # 195560

Lafayette’s Brand New Medical Spa!

The Nature of Sience & Beauty
Free Hair Removal with any Botox® Cosmetic

Free Body Firming Treatment with any Spa Facial
Offer Expires Aug 31 2007

FRAXEL® Laser Treatment - Botox® Cosmetic - Restylane and other
Dermal Fillers Laser Hair Removal - Vein Treatment - Acne Clearing -

NOW OPEN!, William Birdsong, MD  •  The Clocktower, 3579 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

(925) 283-6975 •  www.aspenmedspa.com

A band aid on your knee, sealed
with a kiss. Now it’s your turn.
We can help with dependable and affordable in-home
care for seniors. Services tailored to your needs.
• Bathing & grooming assistance
• Meal prep and clean up
• Laundry and linen changing
• Alzheimer’s and dementia care

• Errands and transportation
• Up to 24-hour care

Licensed, insured and bonded

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ASSESSMENT:

925-376-8000
www.SeniorHelpers.com

Proudly serving the Lamorinda Comunity

Have trouble keeping weight off?

Weigh 2 Health
Can help you find &

keep 
the healthiest you

•Physician diagnosis & treatment    
•Medications &/or supplements
•Medical meal replacements
•Mindful eating coaching 
•Solutions for stress, mood, sleep
•Personable, customized, simple

Call now for a FREE consultation

(925) 658-2500
Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH
Bariatric & Preventive Medicine
953 Mountain View Drive,
Lafayette
www.weigh2healthmd.com

The Rink comes to Lafayette

Connor Edmunds (kneeling), back row left to right: Kyle Gagnon, Jaime Kenward, 

Dylan Edmunds and Michelle Hernandez Photo provided

To Be or Not To Be
City Wrestles With Condominium Project
By Cathy Tyson

Birthday Bash
By Sophie Braccini

The Lafayette Park Hotel
had never witnessed such

an historic event:  General
George Washington and the
Marquis de La Fayette, both
celebrating the Marquis’ 250th
birthday in the courtyard.   The
attending audience, about 300
French and American residents
of the San Francisco Bay Area,
didn’t seem the least bit alarmed
by the arrival of the General and
Marquis and all cheered in

honor of the French-American
reunion.

The two young perform-
ers portraying General Wash-
ington and Marquis de La
Fayette were part of the event
jointly planned by the City of
Lafayette and the San Francisco
French Consulate and hosted by
the Lafayette Park Hotel to
honor the birthday of the French
hero in the city that bears his
name.  ... Continued on page 10

View of the site for the proposed "Lafayette Park Terrace" from Pleasant Hill Rd

From right to left: Mayor Federighi with Pierre-Francois Mourier, General Consul of France in San

Francisco and his wife Rachel Lautherier-Mourier Photo Sophie Braccini
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After hearing an outpouring of
views about three large road

bumps on Camino Pablo—and the
process that created them—the
Town Council unanimously voted to
smooth the bumps to ease traffic and
soothe the feelings of a divided
community. 

The action was taken in a five
hour special meeting attended by
nearly 200 residents who were
evenly divided between supporters
and opponents of the bumps. “You
either love them or you hate them,”
said Town Engineer Jill Mercurio,
who spearheaded the repaving of
Camino Pablo during which the
bumps were installed last month. 

The Town's Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee (TSAC) rec-
ommended that three “slightly
raised” crosswalks be placed in front
of the schools on Camino Pablo.
The Town mailed the required no-
tice to residents within 300 feet of
the paving project and one resident
attended the TSAC meeting.

The road designer translated
TSAC’s recommendation into the
three bumps, which technically are

called speed tables, which are six
inches high with six foot ramps.
Mercurio said that according to en-
gineering standards the highest
speed table is six inches with six
foot ramps, and the lowest is three
inches with six foot ramps. She said
the crosswalks were raised the max-
imum of six inches to make the
small pedestrians who would be
using them more visible.

Since relatively few of the
residents who use Camino Pablo
were notified of the bumps, and the
Council never discussed or ap-
proved them, most residents and
even some council members were
surprised when the bumps suddenly
appeared in the road the week be-
fore school started. The outcry that
followed led to the special meeting.

At the meeting Mercurio rec-
ommended lengthening the ramps
on the bumps from six to twelve
feet, which would make the six inch
bumps with twelve foot ramps
equivalent to three inch bumps with
six foot ramps. 

... continued on page 8

Suicide Threat 9/09/07  Officers
were dispatched to a Warfield
Drive residence to check on a
21-year old male subject with
an extensive history of mental
illness.  He had threatened to
kill himself with a gun and fled.
After about 45 minutes the sub-
ject returned home, and ac-
knowledged that he put a
replica handgun to his head, but
he insisted that he was only
angry and trying to hurt his
mother by scaring her.  The sit-
uation was discussed; and it was
determined that the subject
would stay home.  Police took
the fake handgun.

Unlicensed Driver, 9/08/07  A
large Freightliner Box Truck
with a brush chipper in tow  was
stopped for speeding, 51 m.p.h.
in a 35m.p.h. zone on St.
Mary’s Road.  The driver was
unlicensed despite being em-
ployed by a bay area tree serv-
ice company.  The business
owner was asked to respond to
the scene, he also was deter-
mined to be an unlicensed
driver.  Both the driver and his
boss were cited.  The truck was
impounded.

Petty Theft, 9/07/07  Two juve-
nile suspects walked into the
Moraga Safeway and took sev-
eral bottles of alcohol from the
store without paying for them.
The suspect’s vehicle was
stopped and the suspects were
identified by the store employ-
ees.  Value of the booze was
$99.49.  The juveniles were re-
ferred to juvenile probation.
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Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station
1280 Moraga Way

City Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo

Calendar

check online:
Town of Moraga:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
for:
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates

Wednesday , Sept 26
Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, Oct 1
Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, Sept 24

Chamber of Commerce 8am
Terzetto’s Cuisine
Moraga Shopping Center

Friday, Sept 28

Park & Rec 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Oct 16

Friday, Oct 12

Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Moraga

You can contact reporter Steve 

Angelides at steve@lamorindaweekly.com

Hardware,
Software &

Internet
Home & Office Visits
24 Hour Emergency

Service
Over 30 Years 

Experience
Windows • Mac

Linux • Unix

Computer
Repair 

or Servicewww.DiabloLink.net

925-465-9567

located in
Moraga Buy 1st 1/2 hr at $49

Get 2nd 1/2 hr free!
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The Right Lender to KnowTM

“RPM is a Mortgage Bank
serving Clients since
1985”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant
Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com
www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

1777 Botelho Drive • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
serving Lamorinda since 1986

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

925-627-7109

Mike Rosa State Farm Agent, 
1042 Country Club Dr Suite 2D • Moraga
license # 0F45583 • 925-376-2244 • Mike@MikeRosa.org

Citizen’s Land Use Academy

Afrequent complaint of Mora-
gans to Town staff and com-

munity leaders has been, “It is so
hard to know what is going on in
Moraga.”  Of course, for the last
few months your friendly neigh-
borhood newspaper has at-
tempted to remedy this situation.
Now Moraga’s Planning Direc-
tor, Lori Salamack, is stepping up
to the plate by offering a Citizen’s
Land Use Academy (CLUA) to
better inform Moragans of the
rules and regulations governing
land use and planning in the
Town of Moraga.  The Academy
will be presented once a week,
immediately prior to a regularly
scheduled Planning meeting,
from September 24 – October 15.
The CLUA is intended to give
residents a better understanding
how Moraga works and what is
required if someone wants to
change something in town. 

All sessions will be con-

ducted from 5:45 to 7:15 pm at
the Hacienda de las Flores, 2100
Donald Drive. Participants who
attend all 4 sessions will receive
a certificate of completion. 

The format for each session
is intended to be interactive, and
Salamack will be responding to
questions from the audience.
When asked what prompted her
to create the program,  Salamack
said, “I know that our residents
are interested in the planning
process, but often feel frustrated
by the formality of a public hear-
ing process where there is no op-
portunity for interaction between
the residents and the decision
makers. My purpose in doing this
is to create a forum so residents
can get the information that they
need in order to contribute to the
planning process and create and
maintain the kind of community
and quality of life that the com-
munity envisions.”

Citizen’s Land Use
Academy Schedule:

• 9/24: The Design Guidelines
and Design Review Process
(precedes a Special Joint Meet-
ing of the Planning Commission
and Design Review Board on
the topic of Green Building)

• 10/1: The California Environ-
mental Quality Act (precedes a
Planning Commission meeting
on the Draft Hillside Ordinance)

• 10/09: The Moraga Munici-
pal Code with special emphasis
on the Sign Ordinance (pre-
cedes a Special Joint Meeting of
the Design Review Board and
the Economic Development
Advisory Committee on the
Draft Sign Ordinance)

• 10/15:The General Plan, with
special emphasis on the Hous-
ing Element (precedes a Plan-
ning Commission meeting,
topic TBD).

Council Smoothes Bumps to Soothe Feelings
By Steve Angelides

9th Annual Pear Festival

The Moraga Park and Recre-
ation Foundation and the Mor-

aga Parks and Recreation
Department invite you to attend the
9th Annual Moraga Pear Festival on
Saturday, September 29, from 11:00-
4:00 at the Moraga Commons. 

Inflatables, arts and crafts, live
music (littledog2, 11am-12:45pm
and City Rocks Revue, 1:30-
3:30pm), coloring and pear recipe

contests and of course those irre-
sistible pear pies, will ensure lots of
great fun for everyone.

The event starts at 11am and
wraps-up at 4pm.  The pear recipe
and coloring contest winners will be
announced at 1:00pm.  

PEAR HISTORY
The majority of pear trees

growing in the Moraga Valley are
Bartletts, planted by the Moraga

Company, of James Irvine, around
1913, and still going strong in spite
of neglect.  In May of 1929, the Man-
ager of the Moraga Company, Mr.
E.M. Price, wrote several letters to
the University of California College
of Agriculture and to the California
Pear Growers Association, asking
how long their trees, by then about
16 years old, would continue produc-
ing abundantly.  The responses, on
file in our History Center, replied that
pear trees are some of the hardiest
and most long-lived of deciduous
trees, and that there were, at the time,
pear trees producing after 100 years.
The writers indicated that “if man-

aged properly, (the pears) should be
better the second hundred years, than
the first hundred.” By 1923, Bartlett
pears shipped out of the Moraga Val-
ley were sent either to the East Coast,
or to the Oakland Canneries and
were reputed to be “as fine in quality
as any food within the state.”  

Pear Festival at the Commons 2006 Photo provided

Fabulous New Construction in Sleepy Hollow!
There are so few peaceful and wonderful spaces left in Orinda,
and even fewer truly luxurious homes.   You will find both in

this 5300 square foot showcase home on a truly fabulous 1+ acre
lot with level yard, gorgeous views and the finest finishes.

Satisfy your curiosity: www.2BerryBrookHollow.com

3 PROFFESSIONAL AGENTS - AT YOUR SERVICE

across the way...
a unique lifestyle store   

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3  •  1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)

Store-wide SALE
September 21st - September 23rd

20% Off
(excludes grills, grill accessories, patio heaters & special orders)

• KNF Garden Mosaic & BarlowTyrie Teak garden furniture
• European soaps & lotions
• Extensive collection of cookware & cookbooks
• Exquisite candles from France & Italy



The Orinda Theater was
nearly filled to its 750 seat

capacity on Sunday, September 9,
as the contenders for the coveted
title of Orinda Idol, dressed to kill
and ready to wow the audience,
appeared for the final competi-
tion. Four Orinda Idols would be
named at the end of the day, in

four different age groups: 

Kindergarten to 2 grade: 
Jocelyn Purcell

Grade 3 to Grade 5: 
Amrita Newton

Middle School: 
Neris Newton

High School: 
Ben Freeman

Orinda Idol is a project of
the Orinda Arts Council, designed
to showcase local young vocal
talent in support of the perform-
ing arts. Program Chair Susan
Garell said, “It was a great expe-
rience for the community.  The
children showed great talent and
poise, highlighting what a posi-
tive experience the performing
arts can be for youngsters.” 

“The event itself could not
have been so successful,”  contin-
ued Garell, “without the contribu-
tions of Orinda Arts Council
members, our technical team, the
judges, the emcees, the parents,
and Mayor Steve Glazer (and
many others), all of whom gra-
ciously volunteered their time.”  

For more information go to:
http://orindaartscouncil.org

We all know how dry
this summer has been

and that September and Octo-
ber are the prime fire months.
The fog goes away.  The
winds shift to the northeast.
The fire danger signs change
from "high" to "Red Flag".
Are you prepared?  Is your
house as safe as it can be?  Do
you know what to do if a wild-
fire strikes?  If you answered
"no" to any of these, come to
the Orinda Fire Safety Mini-
Fair on September 29th.
Sponsored by the City of

Orinda and the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District, it will be
held next to the south end of
the Orinda Farmers Market
from 9am to 1pm.

As part of Orinda's re-
sponse for National Emergency
Preparedness Month, there will
be booths with information on
improving defensible space,
making your house fire safe,
planning for emergencies, and
getting additional training.
MOFD and the Orinda Public
Safety Advisory Commission
will have people there to answer
your questions and help you get
started.  Learn how to use a fire
extinguisher and practice your
aim with the help of MOFD fire
fighters.  Find out the wildfire
risk to your neighborhood and
house.  Know what to do when
you smell smoke in the air.  Buy
an emergency bag for your
home and cars.  Get step-by-step
directions for a wildfire emer-
gency.  We need you to be able
to say "Yes, I'm ready."

The Orinda Women’s
Club will be putting on

its annual benefit, “The Festi-
val Of Trees,” on November
eighth at the San Ramon Mar-
riott.  This function, now in its
21st year, features a profes-
sional fashion show, luncheon
and raffle that raises money to
primarily support two worthy
causes.  The lucky winners
are, Holden High School, an
alternative high school in
Orinda designed to meet the
needs of teenagers who don’t
thrive in traditional economic
settings and Opportunity
Junction, an organization that
fights poverty by helping low
income Contra Costa County

residents gain technology and
literacy skills to become more
self-sufficient.

The event, originally
named after the member-dec-
orated artificial holiday trees
that were sold for worthy
causes, has grown and flour-
ished over the years.  The
wonderful fashions by Helen
Lyall Clothes for Women and
Patrick James of Blackhawk
Plaza along with raffles for
a wide variety of themed
gift baskets, trees and
wreaths and a silent auc-
tion make this a unique
event.    

Professional models
along with some Orinda

Women’s Club members and
local celebrities will show off
the clothes.  Entourage Spa
and Salon of Orinda is provid-
ing hair styling and make up
for the catwalkers.

The event is expected
to sell out.  Tickets available
in advance by calling (925)
254-4900.
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City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Calendar

check online:
Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
for:
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orinda

chamber.org/
• local businesses

• upcomming events

Tuesday, Oct 2

Tuesday, Sept 25
Park & Rec Comm. 7pm
Community Center Room 7
28 Orinda Way

Wednesday, Oct 10
Hist. Landmark Comm. 3pm
Gallery Room, Upper Level
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, Sept 25

Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Oct 1

Vandalism, 9/12/07  Officers re-
sponded to vandalism in progress
at 2:15 a.m. at Miramonte High
School.  Two white males were
allegedly breaking windows and
throwing garbage cans around.
Officers gave chase and caught
them approximately ten hours
later.  The 18 year old was
charged with felony vandalism
and resisting arrest.  Because the
other suspect was a juvenile, he
was released to the custody of his
mother.  Seventeen windows
were broken.  

Travelers Check Scam, 9/10/07
Suspect entered the Orinda Safe-
way and attempted to buy over
$200.00 worth of groceries, by
cashing a fraudulent American
Express Travelers Check.  When
the Manager contacted Am Ex to
get authorization, the suspect fled
the store.  The suspect was appre-
hended in the parking lot.

Burglary, 9/08/07  An unknown
suspect entered an older woman’s
home on Las Vegas Road and
took a large amount of jewelry.
The homeowner believes the
house cleaners did it because they
have a key to the home.  No fin-
gerprints were found; police are
following up on alleged suspects.

Vehicle Theft, 9/07/07  The man-
ager of Orinda Motors noticed
one of the vehicles he rents was
missing from his parking lot.  The
keys were gone as well.  Be on the
lookout for a 2001 4-door, silver
Mitsubishi Mirage.

Planning Comm. 7pm
Sarge Littlehale Conf. Room City Hall,
22 Orinda Way

Lamorinda Resident for 31 Years

• Diversification
• Tax Deferral
• Tax Depreciation
• Single Tenant Triple Net

We help 1031 Exchange 
Investors and Private Clients
acquire Net Leased and 
Tenant-in-common properties.

THE SUREST WAY TO
STOP WORRYING ABOUT YOUR

1031 EXCHANGE
IS TO START LOOKING FOR ONE

David Waal, Principal
(925) 407-4747

2950 Buskirk Avenue, Suite 300
Walnut Creek, California 94597

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member/NASD SIPC

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

/html/read.html

(a pdf reader is required 
to view the pages.)

Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Orinda

Get a great massage that fits
your busy schedule and budget.

Franchises Available | Massageenvy.com | Convenient Hours. 
Open 7 Days: M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Valid for first one hour session, which consists of a 50 minute massage and time for
consultation and dressing. Not valid for non-member gift certificate purchase. Prices subject to
change. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. 2007 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.

Pleasant Hill
20 Crescent Drive, Suite A
Downtown Pleasant Hill between Hallmark and Sweet Tomatoes
925-689-3689

Nothing compares to how you’ll feel after a great massage by a
professional licensed, massage therapist. With convenient locations 
and evening and weekend hours. Massage Envy fits perfectly 
into your busy life. Finally, a great massage for every body.

INTRODUCTORY 1-Hour
MASSAGE SESSION

Strategic Mortgage Planners
° Residential Properties

° Equity Respositioning

° Commercial Properties

° Investment Properties

° Debt & Equity Analysis

Cory B. Reid, CMC

2 Theatre Square, Suite 310 ° Orinda, CA 94563
p. 925.317.7601

cbr@fountainheadmortgage.com

California ° Colorado ° Idaho ° Oregon ° Utah ° Washington 
DRE Lic #01355782

• Affordable Monthly Rentals • Enrichment Programs

• Newly Remodeled • Computer Center

• Private Patio/Balcony • Library with Cozy Fireplace

• Gracious   Restaurant   Style   Dining • Outdoor Sitting Areas

• Weekly Housekeeping • Covered Parking Available

• Scheduled Transportation • Pet Friendly Community

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Pine Grove EIR: Comments Welcome
By Lee Borrowman 

The Pine Grove project En-
vironmental Impact Report

is available for your reading
pleasure on the City of Orinda’s
website,
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/. Pub-
lic comment is welcome through
Monday, October 22, 2007.

Pine Grove is the Altarinda
Road area proposed housing de-
velopment of seventy-three
units, sixty-five of which would
be single-family detached
homes, with eight duplex units
in four buildings.  Related to the
project are the relocation of city-
owned ball fields and the build-
ing of a new home for the
Orinda Union School District
administrative offices on the
western portion of the site.

Previous concerns sur-
rounding the proposed develop-
ment included the loss of views
from surrounding properties,
increased traffic and safety is-

sues due to the  speed of drivers
and limited sight distance on
Altarinda Road, the loss of on-
street parking, emergency vehi-
cle access, utility and storm
drainage inadequacies, and con-
struction related issues such as
access, noise and pollution.

The EIR identifies poten-
tially significant impacts and
mitigation measures in the fol-
lowing areas: Transportation,
Circulation and Parking; Air
Quality; Noise; Geology, Soils,
and Seismicity; Hydrology and
Water Quality; Hazardous Mate-
rials and Public Health and
Safety; Biological Resources;
Public Services and Facilities;
and, Cultural and Paleontologi-
cal Resources.

The full report weighs in at
over 270 pages; novice EIR
readers may want to start with
the more digestible 20-page
Summary.

Coming Soon, The Festival of  Trees
By Cathy Tyson

Last year's Festival of Trees Photo provided

Are You Prepared, Orinda.....for FIRE?
Fire Safety Mini-Fair September 29th
Submitted by Bruce Macler
Orinda Public Safety Advisory Commission

Idols Play to a Full House

3rd from the left Jocelyn Purcell - a happy winner! Photo Andy Scheck



On the morning of September
8th, a group of eight artists

met on the side of Saint Mary’s
Road in Moraga.  There were oil
painters, watercolor painters and
photographers, all striving to cre-
ate an original piece of art encom-
passing the beautiful view of
Bollinger Canyon and the adjacent
Saint Mary’s College.  An addi-
tional twenty-two artists will join
the group from 10am-5pm on
September 30th   for the “Preserve
Lamorinda Open Space” Art
Show on the St. Mary’s campus, in
the courtyard near the Hearst
Gallery.   The exhibition is a
fundraiser for the non-profit organ-
ization that seeks to protect Mor-
aga’s undeveloped areas and
ridgelines.

About seven years ago,
Lamorindans concerned with the
environmental impacts of the
Palos Colorados Development
Project got together to form Pre-
serve Lamorinda Open Space.
The group focused on preserving
local wild areas and the application
of more stringent environmental
controls for projects like Palos
Colorados.   Suzanne Jones, a
member of the original steering
committee, needed to raise funds
for the new organization.  Moraga
painter Teresa Onoda contacted
Jones and told her, “I know exactly
what to do.”  Onoda had been ac-
tive in the Martinez Carquinez Re-
gional Environmental Education
Center (CREEC) and had helped
raise money to restore the Car-
quinez Strait.  She knew that mo-
tivated and concerned artists can
be effective in raising money for
worthy causes.  Saving open space
for Lamorinda was a perfect rally-
ing point for artists concerned with
preserving open space for current

and future generations.  Thus, the
idea of an art exhibit was born.

The first art exhibition took
place in Campolindo’s multi-use
room on a rainy day nearly five
years ago.  “It was quite an or-
deal,” remembers Onoda,” but my
kids, who were students at Campo
at the time, engaged their friends
to help and they learned how one
person can make a difference.”
Since those early days the art show
gained considerable recognition
and has moved to the Saint Mary’s
campus where the number of visi-

tors has increased year after year.
“People come for the beautiful
paintings, photography, and jew-
elry that local artists have created
through the inspiration of our
beautiful surroundings,” says
Jones, “most know that 40% of the
sales go to our non-profit.  We use
the funds to support the protection
of Lamorinda’s remaining open
space and we use the services of
experts such as lawyers, engineers
and environmentalists to prepare
our recommendations.”

... continued on page 11

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com Page: 5 LAMORINDA WEEKLYWednesday, September 19, 2007

Life in LAMORINDA

933 Moragaa Road,, Suitee #1033 
Orinda,, CAA 945633 

925•254•0505

 

Lamorinda’ss Leadingg Independentt Reall Estatee Firmm           

Too learnn moree aboutt Villagee Associatess orr too previeww ourr listingss pleasee visit:

www.villageassociates.comm 

H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.

• MORTGAGE LOANS •

Purchases  •  Refinances  •  Prompt Pre Approvals

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

253-5920
Saturday by Appointment

8 Camino Encinas Suite 220  •  Orinda  •  www.hrsavagemortgage.com

33 LAFAYETTE CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE
(in La Fiesta Square) • 925.962.1900

Mention this ad and receive

10% OFF 
Hair Color and Cut Services!

(new clients only)

COLOR SPECIALIST I HAIR CUT & DESIGN  I EXCLUSIVE KERASTASE® TREATMENTS
SPECIAL EVENTS I CUSTOMIZED HAIR & MAKE-UP  I HAIR EXTENSIONS I  THERMO HAIR RELAXING

BROW DESIGN & LASH TINT I CUSTOM FACIALS I MASSAGE SERVICES I PLUS MUCH MORE!
969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square

284-9616   •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5
www.sharpbicycle.com

Full Service Bike Shop: 
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• Repairs, Tune-ups

• Cycling Apparel

• Shoes, Accessories

Making an Environmental Impact and Choosing Green
By Jennifer Wake

Each year before the holidays,
Lafayette resident Joanne

Tan goes through her two sons’
toys to see which can be donated
and which can be discarded.  At
the end of her venture last year,
she was alarmed at the size of the
pile of toys she had amassed.  

Intent on making a differ-
ence, she wrote an article about
our culture’s excessive consump-
tion, as well as ways to avoid it,
and gave a copy to her pastor at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in
Lafayette.  After reading the arti-
cle, Pastor Dan Senter suggested
that Tan start a “green” organiza-
tion within the church to try to
save energy, reduce waste, mod-
erate consumption, and advocate
a green lifestyle.  

“We started simply, like
using only ceramic mugs instead
of paper coffee cups at church
functions,” Tan said.  Since its in-
ception in February, the group
(which includes Bruce Veenstra,
Greg Wikler and Bill Klaprath)
has, among many other things,
started an extensive process of in-
stalling motion sensors and com-
pact fluorescent bulbs throughout
the church, has distributed a
monthly list of simple ideas that
make an environmental differ-
ence, and is planning an e-waste

collection for the entire Lamor-
inda community on Saturday,
Oct. 6. 

Theirs is just one of many
religious organizations within
Lamorinda promoting green ini-
tiatives in order to make an envi-
ronmental impact.  

St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Orinda started a

group called “Caring for Cre-
ation,” which sponsors speaking
events, conducts energy audits of
facilities, and has a goal of in-
stalling solar power.  

The Orinda Community
Church initiated a green commit-
tee that meets every other week-
end to prioritize a list of initiatives
and publish tips on living green.
Members even rode scooters and
walked with a green banner dur-
ing the 4th of July Parade, and the
church sewing circle is making
eco-friendly bags that are sold to
raise money for the committee.

“Every little step we take is
truly related to the world,” Tan
said.  “We want to educate and in-
spire.  We’re leading people into
this lifestyle, and asking them to
take the responsibility to do this
for themselves.”

Many of the local churches
and synagogues that have organ-
ized these types of committees are

part of the California Interfaith
Power & Light, an organization
promoting green initiatives
through religious organizations
around the world.  

But you don’t need to be
part of a house of worship to get
involved.  Organizations such as
Sustainable Moraga and the
newly formed Sustainable
Lafayette have been actively in-
volved in reducing the area’s car-
bon footprint.  

Last year, Marie Kahn,
Myrto Petreas and Leslie Engler

of Sustainable Moraga started a
battery collection campaign and
have since collected tons of bat-
teries that require disposal at haz-
ardous waste sites.  Lafayette
resident Kana Ryan decided to
help her children “learn more
about environmental efforts” by
starting a battery collection com-
munity service project, collecting
batteries from neighbors, friends,
and their preschool.  

The main thing, says Tan, is
“to start individually with baby
steps.  Instead of forcing this on
people, we offer a list of six sug-
gestions (such as buying local or-
ganic food at the farmer’s market,
or using a toaster oven instead of
the regular oven to cook smaller
items) and suggest they try just
three of them.”  Involvement is
snowballing, with church mem-
bers bringing green project sug-
gestions to the group.  “Roberta
Klaprath sold ‘green’ bags to
members,” said Tan, “and Dick
Enger brought the e-waste project
to the task force.”

For ideas on ways you can
make a difference, and for haz-
ardous waste site locations, visit
the Sustainable Moraga and
Lafayette Web sites (www.sus-
tainablemoraga.org) or
(www.sustainablelafayette.net).

Members of the Holy Planet Task Force at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Lafayette (from left to

right), Council Member Greg Wikler, Council Member and Vice President Bruce Veenstra, E-Waste

Team Member Dick Enger, Council Member Joanne Tan, Church's Treasurer Bill Klaproth, and the

Green Bag Task Leader, Roberta Klaproth Photo Jennifer Wake

Art Show to Benefit Open Space Preservation
By Sophie Braccini 

Donate E-Waste at
One-Day Event

Residents and local
businesses can bring
electronic waste to Our
Savior’s Lutheran
Church on Carol Lane in
Lafayette on Saturday,
Oct. 6 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. as part of a
fundraiser to support
the church’s “green” pro-
gram.  The public is wel-
come to bring items
such as TVs, monitors
and laptops, flatscreens,
cell phones, and ink jet
cartridges for free recy-
cling.  There will be a $5
fee (each) for CPUs, key-
boards, printers, copiers,
DVD players, fax ma-
chines, VCRs, stereos
and video games. 
For more information,
call Terry Cotteleer at C
& T Recycling:  
(925) 549-1776.

Left to right, Suzanne D’Arcy (painting); Sophie Braccini and Teresa
Onoda talking to Suzanne Jones Photo William Hinshaw



Free Seminar on Senior Fraud
Prevention Thursday, September
20th at Áegis of Moraga  6:30pm to
8:00 p.m. Please RSVP 925-408-
2566

Town Hall Theater
“Bleacher Bums.”  Through October
14th  “The Weir”  Through  October
27th Contact the Town Hall Theatre
Company Box Office for exact
dates, times and prices.  .   Town
Hall Theatre Company, 3535 School
Street at Moraga Road, Lafayette,
925-283-1557  or
http://www.thtc.org

“King Lear” September 19 – Octo-
ber 14. Bruns Amphitheater, Orinda.
For more information or to purchase
tickets, call the Cal Shakes Box Of-
fice at 510.548.9666 or visit
www.calshakes.org 

Auditions for Civic Arts Educa-
tion's Junior and Teen Theatre
Programs Sept. 23 (1-3 p.m.); Sept.
27 (4-5:30 p.m.); Sept. 29 (9 a.m. –
noon) Shadelands Campus, 111 N.
Wiget Land, Walnut Creek, CA 925-
943-5846 Junior Theatre (9-15)  is a
school-year long program that
works on the finer skills of dance,

vocals, character development, and
production. Teen Theatre helps per-
formers aged 14-18 hone their skills
as they perform a large-scale musi-
cal – "Into the Woods." Teen partic-
ipants also mentor YTC's younger
students. 

Moraga Art Gallery Show "Life
on Earth" Through October 27,
2007 Includes local Bay Area and
Lamorinda artists showing watercol-
ors, oil  painting, collage, ceramics,
photography, mixed media, jewelry
and  glass design. Moraga Art
Gallery, 570 Center St, Rheem Val-
ley Shopping Center/next to Longs
Drugs.  Open Tuesday through Sun-
day, 12-5 pm. 925.376 5407,
www.moragaartgallery.com

Life's Pleasures: A Visual
Feast, Lafayette Gallery, through
October 6, 2007. A Visual Feast of-
fers the dazzle of jewelry, the rich
color and detail of acrylic and oil
paintings, the complex, interwoven
images of collage, the earthy reso-
nance of ceramics. Join the 23 mem-
bers of the Lafayette Gallery as step
into a new season of art with works
in a variety of media.  Lafayette
Gallery, 50 Lafayette Circle, is open

Tuesday to Saturday from 11am to
5pm.  (925) 284-2788.
www.lafayettegallery.net  

Lafayette Concerts hosts a cd 
release party for WayBlonde, a.k.a
Joanne Weil Heald, on Friday, Sep-
tember 21, at the Lafayette Commu-
nity Center in Lafayette.  
A vocalist/rhythm guitarist from the
San Francisco Bay Area, Joanne  has
been a singer most of her life and a
rhythm guitarist for over 20  years.
Her intent is to draw the audience
into the spirit and  soulfulness of her
style and her repertoire. Tickets for
Friday night's event are $15 and are
available at the door. Reservations
are suggested. 925-283-1959 or
charlotte@lafayetteconcerts.com.
Doors open at 7:00 PM with the
show  starting at 7:30 PM. For a
complete schedule of 2007 concerts,

Fireside Chat 
Tuesday September 25 at 7 p.m., the
Orinda Library presents a
Fireside Chat with poet, Phyllis
Stowell, whose collection of poems,
“Arc of Grief,” was written in the
year after the death of her husband.
Stowell, who is Professor Emerita at
Saint Mary’s College in Moraga, has
been widely published. The Orinda
Library is at 26 Orinda Way in
Orinda. For more information,
please call (925) 254-2184 or visit
the library website at
www.ccclib.org.

Piano Jazz Café Afternoon Concert
September 28th from 1:30 to 2:30
PM, Sequoia Room at the Lafayette
Community Center, 500 Saint
Mary’s Rd, Lafayette. (925)284-
5050.  Free.

Whale Bus visits Libraries on 
Saturday, September 29, 10:30
a.m. in Lafayette and 2 p.m. in Orinda.
Learn about whales, dolphins and por-
poises by examining specimens. As-
semble a skeleton from a pilot whale.
Pre-K to 6th grade.

Baritone David Auerbach and 
pianist Martin Morley will be fea-
tured in recital Sunday, September
30 at 4:00 pm at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane
in Lafayette.  Piano works by
Chopin, Dohnanyi and Satie; Ger-
man lieder, French chansons, songs
in English by Vaughan Williams and
Noel Coward.  Free

Rossmoor folk-dancing.
Demonstration dance, October 6th,
11:00 am, HQ building.  Teaching
and review, every Wed at 1:45 and
3:15.
Rossmoor Del Valle fitness center.
$5 for the year Guests confirm with
judyagordon@sbcglobal.net or
(925) 631-1227

Lafayette Jazz in the Plaza 
Free concert series every Friday
night in September from 6:00 pm –
8:00 pm in the Lafayette Plaza, lo-
cated at Mt. Diablo Blvd. and Mor-
aga Rd.  Local artists from the
Lafayette Gallery will display each
week in the Plaza.  The Lafayette
Rotary Club will be cooking up dogs
and selling beverages.
September 21 - Brian Pardo and the
Bentley Jazz Ensemble
September 29 - Rory Snyder
Quartet

Live Music in Orinda’s Theatre
Square 5:30 -8:30 every Thursday
night Sept 20th- Icarus Trio-Jazz
Sept 27th-Open Road-Classic Rock
& Midtown
Oct 4th-The Adrian Gormley En-
semble-Jazz

“Time to Celebrate Life” 
Benefit for the National Ovarian
Cancer Coalition- Thursday, Oct
4th, 5-8 p.m. Clocks, Etc., La Fiesta
Square, Lafayette

Thursday, October 4th, 5 PM Local
author Ying Chang Compestine
will discuss and sign copies of her
new novel for young readers, Revo-
lution is Not a Dinner Party. Draw-
ing on her own childhood
experiences, the author brings hope
and humor to a fascinating story of a
young girl growing up and fighting
to survive during the Cultural Rev-
olution in China. 
Thursday, October 11 4:00 PM Deb-
orah Trotter will discuss and sign
copies of her new children’s book
A Summer’s Trade.
Orinda Books, 276 Village Square,
Orinda, CA; 925/254-7606
orindabooks@thegrid.net    

E-Waste Event, Oct 6th,
Our Saviour Lutheran Church in
Lafayette 

Free Test Preparation workshops
at the Moraga Library
Saturday October 13 ACT Full
Length Practice Test 8:30 am-1:00
pm  Kaplan’s full –length proctored
practice tests will show students
what to expect in a test-like environ-
ment.  Students will receive a com-
prehensive analysis of their
performance detailing individual
strengths and weaknesses. Students
and parents are then invited back to

participate in follow up seminars,
where they can ask questions about
their results and learn key test taking
strategies to help them reach score
goals.  

Fall Art Fair - Free
Saturday October 13, 10am-5pm
Local artists presented by The Lam-
orinda Arts Alliance. Orinda Com-
munity Center, 26 Orinda Way,
Orinda, CA 
www.laa4art.org

Octoberfest - 
Diablo Valley Montessori School -
Saturday, October 13th,11-2 pm 
3390 Deer Hill Road in Lafayette.
Games, crafts and food for toddlers
to kindergarten age kids.  Bake sale
and pumpkins for sale.  Free admis-
sion though individual booths re-
quire purchase of tickets.  Due to
limited on-site parking, guests can
park at Lafayette Bart and a free
shuttle will bring them to the event. 

Pumpkin Patch Carnival- 
Saturday, October 13 from 12:00-3:00
Fundraiser for Del Rey School in
Orinda. Games, Carnival booths, a
giant inflatable slide, an obstacle
course and a dunk tank as well as a
bake sale, cake walk and scary cake
decorating

Grand opening celebration for
Lafayette’s multi-sports rink
Saturday, September 29th, 10:30-
2:30; See article page 2

Art show - St. Mary’s College
Hosted by Preserve Lamorinda
Open Space and the Sierra Club
Sunday, September 30, 10 am - 5 pm 
see article page 5

Moraga Pear Festival-Saturday,
September 29th 11:00am - 4:00pm,
Moraga Commons Park
see article pg 3

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, September 19, 2007LAMORINDA WEEKLY       Page: 6

Not to be missed

Lamorinda Weekly   is an independent publication, 
produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda, CA

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133

Phone: 925-377-0977; Fax: 1-800-690-8136; email: info@lamorindaweekly.com

We’re a community newspaper, and we welcome your input:

Letters to the editor (max 200 words) - letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures - sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.cpm
Art, theater, community events- calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Business news or business press releases- business@lamorindaweekly.com
School stories/events- schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories- storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Publisher: Andy Scheck; andy@lamorindaweekly.com, phone 925-330-7916
Associate Publisher: Wendy Wuerth-Scheck; wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Editor: Lee Borrowman; lee@lamorindaweekly.com
Advertising: Wendy Wuerth-Scheck; 925-330-1983, wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

25,000 printed copies; 23,300 mailed to homes and businesses in Lamorinda. 1,200 delivered to pick up locations.
Layout Andy Scheck, Moraga. Printed in California.

Staff Writers:

Jennifer Wake; jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com

Sophie Braccini; sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Cathy Tyson; cathy@lamorindaweekly.com

Steve Angelides; steve@lamorindaweekly,com

Sports Reporters:

Kevin Shallat; kevin@lamorindaweekly.com

Photos:

Tod Fierner, Jordan Fong, Gavin Schlissel

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation
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calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Please submit events to:  

calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Jumpstart Your Weight Loss
Now in Walnut Creek

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically-supervised weight loss
program individually designed for men and women looking to
lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients lose 
2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most 

patients feel great, have no cravings, and stay highly motivated 
due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Walnut Creek • San Ramon
925-277-1123 • www.jumpstartmedicine.com

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

The following letter was edited to conform to

our maximum word count.

Dear Editor:
After attending the Special
Town Meeting concerning the
three bumps installed on
Camino Pablo, it is apparent
that creating an overall, safer
environment is not the real pur-
pose of road changes in Mor-
aga..
Narrowing Moraga Road at
Campolindo High School
would not only create traffic
backup, it would obstruct emer-
gency vehicles, and one of the
few emergency escape routes
for the whole community. Nar-
rowing of the southern Camino
Pablo road, to put bike lanes
closer to traffic creates a less
safe environment for bikers.  To
say that it is the parents respon-
sibility to teach their children
traffic safety is a lame excuse to
try to justify creating an unsafe
environment.  Parents do teach
their children about traffic
safety.
Not informing the whole com-

munity about planning meet-
ings involving such massive
road obstruction projects is not
acceptable.  Several residents
presented much better ideas and
were open to exploring all pos-
sibilities before leaping into an
overkill, dangerous, non-solu-
tion for overall safety. 
What other unannounced road
surprises does the Council have
in mind?
At present, the bumps are not
adequately visible in daylight.
Going home from the meeting
in the dark, they were invisible.
A huge mistake has occurred.

Changes are absolutely neces-
sary.  Stop all current and
planned road changes now.  Get
community input.  Go back and
do it right.
Rita Bowman
Moraga

Dear Editor:
I read with dismay the article
on the brouhaha around the
showing of L'Humanite at the

Rheem Theater on August 14th.
Once again, a small minority of
people have tried to bully the
rest of us into living by their
Puritanical values. The Rheem
has tried to bring us films
which are critically acclaimed
and intended for intelligent
adult audiences. Europeans has
a different approach to life and
art than do many Americans.
This means
that their films may not always
be for those who have narrow
ideas about what art is.
Regardless of critical acclaim, I
read about films before I see
them and make an informed
choice about whether I can ex-
pect to enjoy them. I would
suggest that those who were of-
fended pay more attention to
the choices they make. Had
they taken a few minutes to
read about the film they could
have just stayed home and not
offended the rest of us.
Mike Bernhardt
Moraga

I t ’ s  T e a  T i m e !W h a t : An Afternoon Tea 
W h e n : Saturday, September 29,    12:00 – 2:30 pm
W h e r e : Orinda Masonic Lodge, 9 Altarinda Road, Orinda
W h o : Hosted by Diablo Star, Order of the Eastern Star

Ladies of all ages, (12 and over) are most welcome.
Our Afternoon Tea will be “steeped” in fun.  There will
be culinary delights, desserts and teas to savor.  There
will be a live and silent auction, as well as lovely
custom jewelry and fashion accessories available.  What
a great opportunity to shop early for the Holidays!

Eastern Star is a charitable non-profit organization
and member of the Masonic Family.  We volunteer many
hours for community services and fund raising.  This
enables us to complete our charitable work.  One of our
many projects is to gather and hand craft infant
wear.  Last year we delivered over 90 beautiful layettes

to the CC County Regional Hospital for distribution to
newborns and mothers who are in need.

We appreciate your support for this endeavor and
look forward to meeting you.  Tea dress is encouraged.
Tickets are $25 per person.  You may call 
925-285-7242 or 510-582-9074
for information or to register by phone, using a 
Visa or Mastercard.  Mail-in registration by check 
is also available.

Seating is by reservation only, due by September 25

Letters to the Editor
We’re a community newspaper,
and we welcome your input.
Max. 200 words for a letters. 
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Regular mail: 

Letters to the Editor
Lamorinda Weekly
P.O.Box 6133
Moraga, CA 94556

Professional Pet Sitting and Dog Walking Services

Serving Lamorinda since 1998
• Pet Sitting
• Daily Dog Walks
• In-your-home overnight care
• Pet Taxi
• Vet Recommended
• Bonded & Insured We’re CRAZY About Pampering Pets!

(925) 672-2988www.petcentric.net

Bonded, licensed and insured.  References available

925-878-5140

Contractor license # 796787

Specializing in: • Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Fine enameling

PAINTING
Bay Area Ceiling Pro and Painting, Inc.

Residential • Exterior & Interior • Painting & Waterproofing

Campus Happenings

Special Events:
“Premiere of Joey Travolta Film
Camp Videos”
A special Red Carpet Premiere will
feature videos produced by Joey Tra-
volta and “his crew” at film camp this
summer.  Each budding filmmaker will
receive an “Academy Award” for their
participation.  Beverages and appetiz-
ers will be served. 
Ticket information: $10 in advance for
child/teen tickets; $15 in advance and
$20 at the door for adults. Please make
checks payable to Full Circle of
Choices and mail to Lisa Mclaurin,
503 Fallen Leaf Circle, San Ramon,
CA 94583. 
Free admission for camper filmmakers
and camp volunteers. 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Soda Center, Saint Mary’s College

Performances/Lectures:
The Collegiate Players present:
“Agamemnon” by Aeschylus –
Ted Hughes updates Greek tragedy
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Sept.
23-25 at 5 p.m.     
Redwood Grove
Saint Mary’s College
free

“Creative Writing Reading
Series – Ben Lerner”
Ben Lerner is the author the book
“The Lichtenberg Figures,” which
won the Hayden Carruth Award

and was named one of the best
books of poetry published in 2004
by Library Journal. His second
book, titled “Angle of Yaw,” was
published in 2006 and was a final-
ist for the National Book Award.
Lerner co-founded and co-edits
No: a journal of the arts.  Wednes-
day, Sept. 26 at 7:30 p.m. Soda
Center 
Free

Art Exhibitions: 
“Dreaming In Color: 
Aboriginal Art from Balgo,
Australia”
The Balgo works illustrate
episodes of The Dreaming, the
time of creation when powerful an-
cestral beings created the world
and everything in it. Although
Balgo artists also create and sell
secular paintings, the purpose of a
large part of their artistic practice
is to retain and pass on traditional
religious knowledge and Aborigi-
nal culture. Much of the meaning
of the vibrant and elegant images,
symbols and patterns in Aboriginal
painting is sacred and secret to the
non-initiated viewer.
Sept. 8 through Oct. 14
Hearst Art Gallery

“William Keith: 
The 1880s Paintings”
Works from the 1880s, which
marked a decade of great changes
in William Keith’s life. On view in
the William Keith Room
Hearst Art Gallery

Gallery hours: Wednesdays through
Sundays, 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Admis-
sion: $2 adults; youth 12 and under
free; members free; SMC community
free. The exhibition space is ADA ac-
cessible. 
Free parking is available adjacent to
and across the road from the building.

For more information about upcoming
events at Saint Mary’s College, visit
the college website at
http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/news-and-
events/events.html.

Photo by Ken C. Young, Moraga; 
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com



Moraga residents wel-
comed a delegation of

eight prominent Ukrainian of-
ficials for a week’s home stay.
Most spoke little or no English
and had never been to the
United States before.  They
were in town to meet with local
California officials to discuss
economic development.  The
Center For Safe Energy in
Berkeley hosted the group and
arranged all of the meetings
and transportation.  On their
agenda were visits to see the
Mayor of Berkeley, Tom Bates,
Berkeley Energy and Sustain-
able Development Officer Neal
De Snoo, Berkeley Director of
Economic Development
Michael Caplan and represen-
tatives from Oakland’s Hous-
ing and Economic
Development Department.  

It wasn’t all work and no
play for these visitors, one of
the highlights of their trip was
going to Bishop O’Dowd High
School in Oakland to tour the
facility.  The delegates were
surprised to see sports fields as
part of the campus.  In Ukraine,
sports facilities are never lo-
cated on  school grounds.  They

politely asked if they could
borrow some bats and balls and
try to play baseball.  A good
time was had by all.

The group was impressed
with the semi-rural nature of
Moraga.  Miroslava Svistovich,
Mayor of Irpin in the Kiev re-
gion, was surprised to see deer,
she imagined more concrete
and skyscrapers like she had
seen on television and in
movies.

Another highlight accord-
ing to Oleg Ivanovich Vitvit-
sky, Deputy Director of the
Ternopil District Council, was
getting souvenirs from Alca-
traz.  He thought that would be
funny bringing back T-shirts
and lighters for his friends
from, “the Rock.”  Vitvitsky
mentioned his top three impres-
sions of the U.S. are, “hospital-
ity, punctuality, and fog.”
Ukraine was part of the former
Soviet Union and has only been
a democracy for 16 years. 

How did they get here?  It
all started with Moraga resi-
dent, American Association of
University Women (AAUW)
member and community ac-
tivist, Ellen Beans’ association

with Fran Macy and Enid
Schreibman, Co-Directors of
the Center For Safe Energy.
Beans’ job was to rustle up host
families willing to take a total
stranger, or two, who speak lit-
tle or no English, into their
homes.  

She had to make quite a
few phone calls this year, be-
cause the delegates visited over
the Labor Day Holiday.  Many
of her AAUW friends volun-
teered.  She and her husband
hosted Igor Rachinsky, the
Mayor of Novodnistrovsk.  “It
worked amazingly well, even
though Igor has the least ability
to speak.  Igor is quite a stamp
collector and so is my husband
Larry,” says Beans.  She has a
little Russian dictionary and
had made up some flash cards,
which helped.

Sandy Read hosted two
people, and one of them was a
translator.  Veronica Zhuravlov,
a facilitator and one of the
group’s translators, works for a
public relations firm in Kiev,
and Elena Solovyova a strate-
gic planner of an association of
12 cities stayed with her.  “It
wasn’t much of a burden at
all,” recalls Read.  “We mostly
just saw them for breakfast,
then they were out all day with
the group.  It was fun.”   Read
and her guests made an early
morning trip to Safeway with
two other delegates to get in-
gredients to make Borscht, a fa-
mous vegetable soup from
Eastern Europe.  They barely
had time to prepare the labor-
intensive soup, before heading
out for the day.  It was later
served at their farewell dinner,
to rave reviews all around.
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pilates, yoga, reconditioning

3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Ste 101 Lafayette, CA 94549 [925] 299.9642

 CLASSES WORKSHOPS SERVICES

Pilates Pilates Innovation One-on-One Training
F.I.T. Intro to Yoga Postural Assessment
Yoga Teen Yoga Pro Shop 

Our approach to reconditioning is based on helping clients achieve 

their goals by integrating Resistance Training, Pilates, and Yoga. Our studio 

offers a personal and professional environment, perfect for those seeking the 

knowledge to help themselves understand and implement their full potential.

w w w. a b s o l u t e c e n t e r. n e t

“The Source of Intelligent Fitness”

New Student Special

1 month 

unlim
ited cla

sse
s

for $89 (re
g. $120)

exp. 9/30/07

Life in LAMORINDA

• A variety of fixed and adjustable rate jumbo and super jumbo loan programs to choose from
• Reduced points/fees programs
• Low documentation options availableTim Floyd

Senior Loan Consultant
925.287.7327 office

925.348.4194 mobile

3390 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Suite 200
Lafayette, CA 94549

Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Programs subject to change. Some programs may not be combined with others. Low Doc: We reserve the right to request
additional documentation. Reduced points/fees: Interest rate/APR may be higher than when these costs are paid by borrower. Washington Mutual has loan offices and
accepts loan applications in Washington Mutual Bank – many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business as Washington Mutual Bank, FA – many states; and
Washington Mutual Bank fsb – ID, MT, UT. 

Let me put my experience 
in high-end loans

to work for you today.

Exclusive homes
deserve exclusive loans.

“Let me put my experience
and Wamu’s National 

Lending Power
to work for you today.”

Tim Floyd
Senior Loan Consultant

925.287.7327 office
925.348.4194 mobile
3390 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Suite 200
Lafayette, CA 94549

Ready for Today’s Market? 
We’ve got you covered!

• Innovative Home Loan Solutions
• Service Commitments 

keep you in the loop of today’s market
• Complimentary mortgage review

Personalized Nutrition Programs

Lasting weight loss

Lower Cholesterol

Call today to schedule your
Fitness & Body Composition Analysis

254-1080
www.lamorindanutrition.com

89 Davis Rd. #180, Orinda

Moraga Movers
Party with
Lafayette Seniors
Submitted by George Fisher

On Monday, Sept 10 the
Moraga Movers hosted

the Lafayette Seniors at a
sumptuous barbecue catered
by Back 40. The setting was
the beautiful grounds of the
historic Hacienda de las Flores
under picture perfect skies.
Chairperson Dottie Baker
made all the arrangements, in-
cluding the music and raffle
prizes, and was aided by en-
thusiastic volunteers from both
organizations. 

The fast-growing Mor-
aga Movers is kicking off its
2008 membership drive on
October 1. Applications are
available now at the Hacienda
Park Office and La Sala.
Those applying from October
1 on will have their member-
ships valid immediately
through 2008. For more infor-
mation call the Moraga
Movers at 376-6622.

Over 100 guests enjoyed the event Photo provided

Ukrainians in Moraga?
By Cathy Tyson

The Ukrainian delegates and their Moraga host families

Recipe for a Happy Book Club
Submitted by Jennifer Becker

As anyone who has been in
a book club knows, its

success or failure depends on
the interest of the membership.
Three years ago I invited a

group of nine women to form a
book club in Moraga.  I had
been invited to join book clubs
in Berkeley and San Francisco
over the years, but my interest
never lasted after the first few
meetings, no matter how inter-
esting the book or lively the
discussion.  After a day of
working inside or outside the
home, venturing outside the

neighborhood on a weeknight
is not an attractive option.
Moraga is full of readers whose
interest in discussion is high,
but whose time is short.

The rules of the club are
fluid by design: books are cho-
sen more or less by consensus
not vote; future dates are set at
the meetings to accommodate
as many people as possible; and
no “book-club-killer” books al-
lowed (we will not be reading
Moby Dick under any circum-
stances.)

... continued on page 11

L-R: Jennifer Becker, Sophie Braccini, Anita Wood, Betty Chen (in hiding) and Nancy Resnick

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

(a pdf reader is required to view the pages)

925-254-2594
2 Theatre Square Ste 138, Orinda

up to 50% OFFselected iteams

Exqusite Gifts from around the World
Artwork • Chinese Paper Sculptures

Beautiful Jewelry

We’re moving Oct 1st: 2 Theatre Square, Ste 112

Start your Holiday Shopping Early!
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Lamorinda Home Sales continued
LAFAYETTE Last reported:             14
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $735,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,805,000

MORAGA Last reported:             5
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $869,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,300,000

ORINDA Last reported:             8
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $252,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,000,000

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed

from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five

to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us

by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
18 Amanda Lane, $1,125,000, 8-17-07
1166 Crescenta Court, $735,000, 3 Bdrms, 1542 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 8-28-07
1845 Del Rey Street, $997,000, 4 Bdrms, 2414 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 8-29-07
15 Grove Creek Court, $995,000, 4 Bdrms, 3101 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 8-31-07
3518 Hamlin Road, $940,000, 4 Bdrms, 2983 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-17-07
3397 La Caminita, $1,650,000, 5 Bdrms, 3260 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 8-22-07
1181 Pleasant Hill Circle, $935,000, 3 Bdrms, 1831 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-24-07
1269 Redwood Lane, $1,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 2873 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-21-07
1065 Serrano Court, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1393 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-28-07
560 Silverado Drive, $1,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 1931 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-23-07
3344 St. Marys Road, $1,805,000, 4 Bdrms, 2925 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 8-16-07
3362 Stage Coach Drive, $1,695,000, 3 Bdrms, 3289 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 8-24-07
1031 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,579,000, 4 Bdrms, 3422 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 8-30-07
1021 Walnut Drive, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1535 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 8-17-07
MORAGA
627 Augusta Drive, $837,500, 2 Bdrms, 2238 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 8-30-07
142 Cypress Point Way, $905,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-30-07
5 Fleuti Drive, $1,045,500, 4 Bdrms, 2371 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 8-22-07
3764 Via Granada, $1,300,000, 6 Bdrms, 2882 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 8-24-07
161 Westchester Street, $869,000, 3 Bdrms, 2148 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 8-21-07
ORINDA
42 Camino Lenada, $869,000, 2 Bdrms, 1319 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 8-24-07
17 Francisco Court, $795,000, 3 Bdrms, 1335 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-30-07
144 Ivy Drive, $903,000, 3 Bdrms, 1362 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-28-07
89 La Espiral, $1,097,000, 3 Bdrms, 2370 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 8-30-07
3 Las Mesas Path, $252,500, 8-31-07
6 Northwood Court, $999,000, 3 Bdrms, 1835 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-24-07
93 Tarry Lane, $1,422,000, 3 Bdrms, 1835 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 8-22-07
79 Yarrow Valley Lane, $2,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 3589 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 8-22-07

Read online at: 

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/html/read.html
(a pdf reader is required to view the pages.)

Regular Home Inspections and Maintenance Are Key to 
Keeping Up the Value of  Your No. 1 Investment
By Val Cook-Watkins

Each month, most Lamorinda
residents invest three, four,

five thousand dollars or more in an
asset that we are counting on to
grow over time and provide finan-
cial security for ourselves and our
family for years to come. I’m talk-
ing, of course, about our home.
But despite this big investment, we
often don’t think about regular
maintenance on our property until
it comes time to sell. And by then,
we could be surprised with enor-
mous repair bills that will lower
our property’s value – bills that
could have been avoided with
simple maintenance each year.

It always surprises me that
people put off regular upkeep on
their homes. We would never con-
sider doing that with other big in-
vestments, say our new car or
boat.  One of the things I advise
homeowners is to act like you’re
selling your home even if you
aren’t. Do regular inspections of
key areas on your property and
make the necessary repairs and
maintenance before small prob-
lems become big ones.  Here are a
few areas to pay attention to:

Termite and pest inspec-
tions: You should have pest in-
spections done on your home
every two to three years. We all
know how much damage termites
and other pests can do to your
foundation. By having regular in-
spections and preventative pest
control work done now you can
avoid serious damage later.

Inside water damage: Mois-
ture intrusion can be your home’s
worst enemy. Moisture can attack
a home from any location imagi-
nable and cause damage to wood
structural members, masonry,
flooring, wall coverings, stucco,
and other areas. Water damage can

be extremely costly so make sure
to inspect for leaks wherever water
piping is located.  Regular calking
and sealing can go a long ways to
prevent trouble.

Outside drainage: While
water can do serious damage in-
side your home, it can be equally
dangerous outside. It’s important
to make sure that water is draining
away from your home in order to
avoid cracking of your foundation
and sidewalks, as well as pest and
mold problems under your home.

Maintain decking: Decks
are wonderful additions to your
yard, but they can result in major
repair bills if not maintained prop-
erly. Care for your deck with reg-
ular water sealing to prevent water
damage, termite infestation and
fungus decay. You may also con-
sider installing wood deck alterna-
tives made out of composite and
plastic lumber, which are beautiful
low maintenance options for
homeowners.

Roof and rain gutters: An-
other potential water hazard comes
from your roof and rain gutters.
New roofs are not inexpensive, of
course, but the damage that leaks
can cause can be far more costly
to your home. Make sure that all
your rain gutters and spouts are
clear of debris and working prop-
erly, and consider having a roof in-
spection if you haven’t done so in
recent years.

Yards and landscaping: We
always talk about a home’s “curb
appeal” when it comes time to sell
the property. Well-landscaped and
maintained yards are a big part of
a home’s appeal, and beautiful
yards help increase the value of a
property. It’s just as important to
maintain the outside of your home
as it is the inside even if you aren’t

listing your property.
Make your home fire safe:

The recent wildfires in the Tahoe
area serve as a reminder to all of
us how quickly fire can spread and
consume a home. Flammable
wildland vegetation too close to
your home will make it almost im-
possible for firefighters to save
your home in the event of a brush
fire. If you haven’t already done
so, make sure you clear at least a
30-foot firebreak around your
home.

Your home is your number
one asset and just like any other
asset you own, it is crucial to in-
vest some time and money main-
taining to maintain its value. Set
aside a fixed amount of money
each month for repairs and main-
tenance. A small investment in
your home’s wellbeing today
could prevent tens of thousands of
dollars in damage tomorrow.

Val Cook-Watkins, Manager of
Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage’s Orinda office, 
provides the above tips. A 25-
year real estate veteran, Watkins
oversees a talented team of 78
real estate professionals in the
East Bay.  Her office is located at
5 Moraga Way in Orinda, and she
can be reached at 925-253-4660
or by e-mail at
vcookwatkins@cbnorcal.com.

Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

• French Drains
• Underfloor Drains
• Downspout Systems
• Subdrain Systems
• Sump Pumps
• Retaining Walls

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208

925•377•9209
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com

“For all your drainage needs”

Support 
Lamorinda Weekly

by shopping 
with our advertisers

and telling them 
you saw their ad!
Your local free

Newspaper 
for Lamorinda

French or Victorian Antiques
Wood Repair • Spring Retie

Cushion Refill Service
Dining Chair(s)

Restoration Services for 

Sofa • Loveseat • Chairs

Pick-up or delivery
3655 Foothill Blvd • Oakland, CA 94601

510-535-9807 • cell 510-228-5789

Your Fabric 
Or Ours

Custom Upholstery • Quality Labor Since 1969

Council Smoothes Bumps to Soothe Feelings ... continued from page 3
Battalion Chief Brian

Collins of the Moraga Orinda
Fire District said the District
had not been consulted before
the bumps were installed and
that asking for his opinion af-
terwards was “a little bit dif-
ficult.” Moraga School
Superintendent Rick Schafer
spoke in favor of the bumps.

Three dozen residents
spoke, alternately praising
and criticizing the bumps.
Supporters, who tended to
have school-age children, said
the bumps made the road
safer. Opponents, many of

whom live in Sanders Ranch
and do not have children in
the schools, said the bumps
were safety hazards and in-
creased traffic on Larch Av-
enue and Rimer Drive which
motorists were using to avoid
the bumps.

Council member Ken
Chew took the lead in crafting
the Council action which he
hoped would “end the debate”
on the issue. The Council
unanimously voted to
lengthen the ramps on the
bumps from six to twelve
feet, enhance the signage and

advance warning devices, and
direct the staff to study the sit-
uation, spending up to $5000
to consult with a traffic engi-
neer, and report back to the
Council in three to four
months. 

In a separate meeting
last Friday, Metcalf said one
of the speed tables will be
modified right away. If it’s ac-
ceptable, the other two tables
will be changed. If not, Met-
calf said he expects the Town
to return to the drawing
board.

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION!! 2bd, 2.5 ba,

2197sf.  Beautiful Orindawoods town-

house. Great location, remodeled kitchen,

sauna in master bath and much more.

Don't miss this great opportunity

118 Ravenhill Rd

Orinda

Offered at $829,000

2bedroom, 1.5bath, 1,314sf town home with

inside laundry, updated kitchen, stainless

steel appliances, new carpet, freshly painted

and a community swimming pool. Near

shopping and excellent Moraga schools.

Offered at $424,900

Spectacular private setting with gated
driveway! 2847sf home on a .84 acre lot, 4
bdrms, 4ba plus 800sf. detached work-
shop. Immaculate condition and exten-
sively remodeled including gorgeous
granite kitchen. Pool & spa and more.

20 Crest Rd.

Lafayette

Offered at $1,575,000

INVESTORS, BARGAIN HUNTERS, Con-
cord/Walnut Creek border neighborhood.
3 bedroom, 2 baths, gleaming hardwood
floors, eat-in kitchen, 2 fireplaces, dual
paned windows. Great value for this
neighborhood.

948 Notre Dame Ave.

Concord

3239 Judy Lane

Lafayette

Offered at $475,000

Fantastic Tri-Level Home. Features include

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, over 2400sf, gleam-

ing hardwood floors and kitchen with new

appliances. Corner lot with manicured

lawns and rear yard with  2 decks.

55 Saint Thomas Lane

Pleasant Hill

Offered at $745,000

Originally built in 1890, craftsman style

hideaway on 1/2+ acre lot with a vineyard.

Park like grounds with pool. 3 bdrms, 2ba,

2329 sf., large wraparound deck & 3 fire-

places! Mstr bdrm suite has FP w/walk-in

closet, eat-in kit w/pantry.

Offered at $1,595,000

2129 Ascot Drive, #7

Moraga



It’s that time of year, when high
school juniors start to feel the

pressure of the looming SAT
Reasoning Test.  While no one
looks forward to this marathon
four-hour exam, nearly every
college and university in the
country requires it for admission.
It’s possible to pay your $43.00
registration fee and just show up
with your sharpened #2 pencil in
hand, but many students choose
to take advantage of some kind
of test preparation prior to taking
the exam.  Go to www.college-
board.com for specific test regis-
tration information.  

In a nutshell, the registra-
tion deadline is generally a
month before the test date.  Tests
for this school year will be of-
fered on 10/6, 11/3, 12/1, 1/26,
3/1, 5/3 and 6/7.  There is no
penalty for taking it more than
one, so it’s quite common for stu-
dents to take it in March, check
their results, and perhaps take it
again in June.  

Two SAT Subject tests are
required for UC system and a va-
riety of other universities.  Sub-
ject Tests are offered on all of the
dates above, except for 3/1.  Ac-
cording to College Board, “stu-
dents take the Subject Tests to
demonstrate to colleges their
mastery of specific subjects like
English, history, mathematics,
science and language.”  If your
son or daughter is planning on
taking both the SAT Reasoning
Test and SAT Subject Tests, it’s
not too early to get started.

To help out confused par-
ents and their equally confused
students, here are some of the
local test prep options worth con-

sidering.
The Moraga Library is

partnering with Kaplan Test Prep
to offer a series of free work-
shops to help students prepare for
the SAT.  Students who attend the
full-length practice test on No-
vember 10 or Test Secrets Semi-
nar on November 14 are eligible
for Kaplan class discounts and
for free SAT prep online.  Call 1-
800-KAPTEST to register.

Free classes by the Peo-
ple’s Test Preparation Service are
open to all high school students,
classes are held at UC Berkeley,
the downtown Berkeley YMCA
and at other east bay locations.
Call (510) 642-4951 for more in-
formation.

College Board, the maker
of the exam, offers study guides
for tenacious students who are
self-motivated.  “The Official
SAT Online Course” for $69.95
has 18 critical reading, writing
and math lessons, along with six
practice tests.  For $19.95 “The
Official SAT Study Guide” has
900 pages chock-full of sample
exams, math, critical reading and
writing sections, and practice
essay questions.  While $20 is a
bargain, not very many teenagers
have the diligence to go this
route.  But for busy students who
play a sport, and are involved in
lots of extracurricular activities,
this could be an option.

Private tutoring is another
alternative.  Nancy Molay of
TestPrep has specialized for five
years in tutoring students one-on-
one in her Happy Valley home.
She just recently stopped work-
ing in the Career Center at
Acalanes High School; this posi-

tion gave her unique insight into
teenagers.  She currently tutors
freshman and junior students in
writing at the school.  “I work
seven days a week (tutoring), so
I can be incredibly flexible.  I
recommend that juniors who
have completed algebra 2/trig
start prep now and avoid spring
stress,” says Molay.  She sug-
gests 9 – 90 minutes sessions to
prepare for the exam and charges
considerably less than either Ivy
West or Kaplan’s private tutor-
ing.  Call for information, 925-
708-4501.  In addition, Acalanes,
Campolindo and Miramonte par-
ent club websites all have test
prep tutors listed in their classi-
fied sections.

For students that do well
in a classroom situation, there is
no shortage of test preparation
companies in the area that
would be more than happy to

help your student and take your
money.  See chart below for
specifics.  At this point in the
school year many companies
still haven’t finalized their
spring schedules, but because
that is the busiest time of the
year, they expect to have many
classes available.  Prices range
from $499 for Revolution Prep
to $999 for both Kaplan and
Princeton Review.  Kaplan also
offers private tutoring as noted
above and an on-line course.
Revolution Prep has a Hybrid
version that includes four hours
of private tutoring in addition to
their classroom course.  Call or
check respective websites for
information.
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Music Lessons
www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley  
Camino Pablo  •  Campolindo  •  Del Rey  •  Donald L. Rheem 

Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga  • Lafayette Elementary  

Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow
Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

10% discount
for registration by 

August 31st

925.708.4501

TestPrep
One-on-One Tutoring
SAT, SAT II, AP - U.S.History, 
College Essays, Writing

SENIORS
· Are you unhappy with SAT scores?
· Have you started your College Essays?

JUNIORS
· Are you in advanced math? 

Take the SAT in the fall
· Avoid spring stress – start SAT prep now

FRESHMEN & SOPHOMORES
· Improve your reading and essay writing
· Improve analysis skills

1199 Upper Happy Valley Road  •  Lafayette  •  TestPrepNow@hotmail.com

Make This Your Child’s 
Best School Year Ever!!

Since 1977, Huntington has helped students, 
grades K-12, in the following areas:

• Reading
• Math
• Phonics

• Study Skills
• Writing
• SAT/ACT PREP

LAMORINDA • 490 Moraga Road • Moraga •  (925) 377-0737
(Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Shopping For SAT Test Help
By Cathy Tyson

Parents and Educators Reflect on Ethics
By Sophie Braccini

The Campolindo High
School Parents’ Club

couldn’t have planned a more
timely and pertinent Parent Ed-
ucation Night: “Academic
Stress, Cheating and Ethical Be-
havior.” Recent newspaper arti-
cles have been highlighting
what the Educational Testing
Service (ETS) has been study-
ing for years: The as many as
80% of high school children
participate in some form of
cheating, and the growing ac-
ceptance of this behavior by the
public.

To address parent con-
cerns, Campolindo assembled a
panel of educators, teachers and
teen behavior specialists.

School psychologist Bon-
nie Willax started the presen-

tation by discussing the reasons
that lead students to cheat.
Some of the most motivated stu-
dents do it, she says, “These stu-
dents are choosing extremely
rigorous curriculum, adding as

many AP classes as possible, yet
still knowing this might not be
enough to get into Stanford,
Berkeley or MIT and they
panic.”  Willax believes that the
student that cheats is not the av-
erage student who want to avoid
an F, but the over-achiever that
cannot afford anything below an
A.

The teachers on the panel
stressed the necessity for stu-
dents to talk to them when prob-
lems arise.  They too see
extreme stress as a factor lead-
ing students to compromise
their integrity, and they would
rather students come to them
and negotiate a later date to turn
an assignment than receive uno-
riginal work. “We can almost al-
ways see when the voice of the
student changes and when the
piece they turn has been re-writ-
ten by a parent or taken from the
Internet,” commented English
teacher Dan Doyle.

Associate Principal Paul

Mack explained, “When cheat-
ing occurs, the school enforces
a very precise policy with grad-
ual consequences.”  All stressed
that when a student is caught,
learning can take place and re-
occurrences seldom happen.  “It
is important that parents speak
in the same voice as the fac-
ulty,” stressed counselors Jean-
nie Ballard and Ian Farr,
“consequences for cheating in
college can be way more dra-
matic, with students expelled
from a whole university system.
If parents try to fight the
school’s decision, or contradict
the teacher, the message sent to
the child is wrong and confus-
ing.” 

As the end of the evening,
the most lingering concern of
parents started to surface: how
the way colleges structure their
admission process induces the
competition frenzy that can lead
to valuing results at all costs
over character building.  Campo
college advisor Gwenly Carrel
told the audience that a glimmer
of change was on the horizon.
She invited parents to come
back to Campolindo on Septem-
ber 20th to hear Dr. Robert
Massa, vice president of Dick-
inson College in Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, talk about ways to find
the colleges where the best
learning happens –which are not
necessarily the most selective
ones-  and strategies for gaining
admission.

Panelists Paul Mack and Ian Farr with moderator Gwenly Carrel                 Photo by Sophie Braccini

Ivy West

1-800-Ivy-West

15 –1.5 

hour sessions
1 Your home

$2700
Sign up before

end of Sept $2160

No.

200 point 

average gain

They customize

according to

student need 

# Of Sessions
Students 

Per Class
Location Cost

Point 

Guarantee

Different

others?

Kaplan Classroom

1-800-Kap-Test

www.kaptest.com

12 sessions,

8 instruction

4 exam

5 – 20 

depending

Campolindo

Berkeley 

Kaplan Center,

Jewish 

Comm. Center

$999 

financial aid

available

No, but they have

a satisfaction

guarantee, can

retake class gratis

Their teachers

scored in the 90%

or better on SAT

Lafayette Academy

925-284-1644 Laf.

925-376-0747 Mor.

9–3hr. classes,

3–4 hour practice

exams and 

3 hours of 

free tutoring

Max of 11

Classes divided

by ability level

Lafayette

Moraga

Danville

$999

No, but if you’re

not happy – get

money back, can

retake gratis

Ability level

grouping, and 

have private

tutoring as part of

their prep package

Live Oak

925-944-9455
www.liveoaklearningcenter.com

8-2x/week 

for 4 weeks
Around 10

Acalanes

Saint Mary’s
$595

No, satisfaction

guarantee, can

retake  gratis

Small classes,

professional

teachers, very

personal approach

Princeton Review

1-800-2-Review
www.PrincetonReview.com

12 total – 8 

instruction, 4

practice exams

Maximum 

of 12

Orinda, 

Walnut Creek 

Berkeley

$999

No, but you can

retake class for free

or if scores don’t

improve at all –

get money back

Class size, great

average score 

improvement

Revolution Prep

1-877-Rev-Prep
www.revolutionprep.com

6 weeks – 6

classes and 5

practice exams

Average 15
Miramonte,

Acalanes

$499

financial aid

available

Yes, If score

doesn’t improve

by  200 pts, 

retake for free

1 of 108 test prep

firms chosen by

Calif. to help with

high school 

exit exam

Ames Seminars

925-937-2280 or 
1-800-799-0700

www.amesseminars.com

12-2.25 hour

classes plus read-

ing, writing and

math refresher

classes available

15 Lafayette $855

No, but they will

help stdents, “to

the end of time,”

says Bill Ames

Quality of

teachers, truly

care about the

students, small

local business

Huntington 
Learning Center

925-377-0737
www.huntingtonlearning.com

# of sessions de-

pends on colleges

student prefers

usually 10-16

2 hr sessions

1

Moraga

Rheem Shop-

ping Center

$195 for diagnos-

tic SAT and confer-

ence with parents.

$75/each hour

No

Individually tailored

to student’s needs,

very flexible

scheduling of

appointments

Please support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping with our 
advertisers and telling them you saw their ad!
Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Get outstanding 
low prices on
quality products

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way;   Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

Sale ends 09/30/07

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

© 2007 by True Value ® Company, Chicago, IL 60631

of the month

SEPTEMBER

My Housing Guide EDUCATE & EMPOWER YOURSELF

MyHousingGuide.com
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Quality Family Time
By Margie Ryerson

Kevin, age 12, sat in my of-
fice expressing hurt and

resentment that his father didn’t
spend more time with him. But
when I met with Kevin’s dad,
he insisted that he did spend a
great deal of time with Kevin.
Needless to say, this was con-
fusing.

In fact, Kevin’s father de-
voted many hours each week
assisting with Kevin’s soccer
team and attending every game.
The team traveled, so he also
went away with them several
times a year. However, Kevin
wasn’t yearning for this type of
interaction; rather he wanted
time alone with his dad. 

Families are busier than
ever nowadays with so many
tempting activities to fill their
time. Parents want the best for
their children, and this often
means enrolling them in many
programs – sports, music, tutor-
ing, Scouts, church groups,
drama, art, etc.

Friends and social activi-
ties are important. School is in-
creasingly demanding. We all
know the feeling of trying to
juggle our family’s schedules
and still find time to be together.

With parents and children
being pulled in so many direc-
tions, it is important to priori-
tize. This may mean that each
child picks only one or two ac-
tivities at a time. And perhaps
each parent limits volunteer ef-
forts for school, sports, and
community, as well. While it is
important to do our fair share, it
is also crucial to safeguard sig-

nificant family time.
Family meals are ex-

tremely important. Ideally, eat-
ing dinner together can be the
norm and not the exception.
Mealtimes are wonderful op-
portunities to relax together and
enjoy each other’s company. It
helps if complaints and criti-
cisms are kept to a minimum;
for example, this is not the time
to discuss homework, grades, or
disciplinary matters.

Other than vacations,
many people tell me that their
family recreational time often
consists of attending children’s
events, or sharing pizza and a
video, or socializing with other
families. These activities are
fine, of course, but adding more
interactive times as a family,
such as a bike ride, an ice-cream
outing, a ferry ride across the
Bay, or playing a board game at
home can create meaningful
experiences for everyone.
Sometimes the most lasting
memories can be these simple
shared times together.

Of course, as your chil-
dren grow older their schedules
and desires may conflict with
family plans. If your teen helps
plan family activities and also
has permission to opt out occa-
sionally, you will have a better
chance of eliciting positive par-
ticipation.

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a 
marriage and family therapist
with offices in Orinda and 
Walnut Creek. 
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com 

Miramonte Breathalyzes 
All Students Attending Dances
By Cathy Tyson

In the past, school administra-
tors always had the option of

breathalyzing students attending
school functions if they had, “rea-
sonable suspicion” of alcohol use
or suspect a student has alcohol in
a purse or backpack.  The current
policy for Miramonte is to screen
all attendees of dances, including
Junior Prom and the Senior Ball.
The school wants to help students
make healthy choices, so provid-
ing a safe environment where they
can have fun is a priority.  

Acalanes and Las Lomas al-
ready screen every student.  Cam-
polindo didn’t at their recent
dance, but according to Associate
Principal Paul Mack they’re going
to give it a try and see how it goes
at the next dance on December
seventh.

“We try to be open and
transparent in our decisions,” says
Miramonte Associate Principal
Sharon Bartlett.  Admission to the
Fall Dance went, “very quickly.
We had four lines - three adminis-
trators and one teacher.”  Students
were required to speak normally
into the unit for a count of seven.

“No one complained.  This is
clearly the way schools are
going.”  Although a breathalyzer
test wouldn’t indicate use of mar-
ijuana, administrators are able to
look in student’s eyes, exchange a
few pleasantries and look for
signs of impairment.  

No one was found to be
under the influence at the dance;
everyone appeared to have a won-
derful time.  The penalty for being
under the influence of any kind of
substance on school property is a
mandatory five-day suspension;
the school also informs the police.

“This is not a district policy,
but the district is very supportive
in helping students make better
choices,” continues Bartlett.
Football games at all of the
schools are open to the commu-
nity, so the schools don’t check
everyone, but they have breatha-
lyzer units available, if needed. 

At Acalanes, Associate
Principal Jan Carlson notes,
“we check every single student.
It’s part of the culture of the
school.  We have an alcohol
free environment.” 

Raised crosswalk on Camino Pablo, Moraga

CP Students Walk to School!
By Lee Borrowman

Those subjects  of much  re-
cent controversy, often re-

ferred to  as The Bumps  on
Camino Pablo,  arrived just in
time for local students  as Camino
Pablo Elementary School kicks
off its new  "Walk/Ride to School
Day" on September 19. The pro-
gram,  coordinated  by CP parents
Kirsten Buckley, Lauren Woolsey
and Shelley Neustrom, encour-
ages students to wear red and
walk or ride to school once a
month. 

Buckley  describes how the
idea arose: “A couple of my
friends and I were talking about
ideas to drum up some
school/community spirit. One
friend who had lived in San
Diego said they had a walk to
school day that was a big hit.”  

Organizers hope to incor-
porate Life Skills and ideas such
as healthy  living, safety and con-
cern for the environment  into a
regular event that will build com-
munity and strengthen school
spirit . “We thought once a month
was a realistic goal and a good
place to start,” said Buckley, con-
tinuing,  “We'd love it if it turned
into once a week.”

The Moraga Police Depart-
ment was  invited to come the
morning of the first walk and talk
to students about safety. Buckley
says, “For the most part, a
walk/ride to CP is safe. We have
new raised crosswalks at the
school and new bike paths along
Camino Pablo.”

National Walk to School
Day is coming up on October  3.

Bike Race Benefits Local Education

Not only was a good time
had by all at the 3rd Annual

Lafayette Criterium Bike Race,
which took place  last July, but
the event raised funds for the
Lafayette Arts & Science Foun-
dation (LASF) as well.

LASF President Anne
Granlund and Vice President
Darci Chan accepted donations
on behalf of LASF from Ryan-
Nickelson, Lafayette Criterium

Race Director, and Vaughn Van
Note, Treasurer of the Contra
Costa Cycling Club, the organi-
zation that coordinates the Cri-
terium.

Donations included $2,000
from sponsors Mt. Diablo Na-
tional Bank and Greater Bay
Bancorp Foundation and as well
as proceeds from the Contra
Costa Cycling Club's popular
benefit raffle.

Anne Granlund, Ryan Nickelson, Vaughn Van Note, Darci Chan

How about encouraging our
children to thrive in the arts

and create just for the pleasure of
creation?  This is the purpose of
the “Reflections” program, spon-
sored by the National Parent
Teacher Association for  students
in grades K-12th  at schools repre-
sented by a PTA branch.

Each year, children are
given a theme and a choice of 6
different categories in which to il-
lustrate it: visual art (2 dimensions
only), literature (maximum 2000
words), photography, music,
film/video (5 minutes max) and
choreography.  The program is in
fact a competition, structured by
age group, and from School to
Council to District to County to
State; your child’s art could end up
in Washington, D.C. 

Every year hundreds of en-
tries are submitted.  They are rec-

ognized at each school, in a non-
competitive way, and all works are
displayed and recognized.  The
number of participants depends
heavily on each school’s staff sup-
port.  For the 2006/2007 school
year, student work from JM Inter-
mediate, Burton Valley Elemen-
tary and Rheem Elementary ended
up on display at the California
PTA Convention in San Diego.  

This year’s theme is “I can
make a difference by…”  Children
have until mid-October to submit a
piece.  Participating in Lamorinda
schools are: Burton Valley, Stanley
Middle School, Camino Pablo,
Rheem, Los Perales and JM Inter-
mediate.  Information can be
found on the schools’ web sites or
by contacting the PTA.  The pro-
gram’s general web site is:
www.capta.org/sections/pro-
grams/reflections.cfm

“I Can Make a Difference By…”
By Sophie Braccini

Mayor Carol Federighi
read a letter from Governor

Schwarzenegger honoring the
memory of the French hero who
came to the side of the new na-
tion to fight for freedom and
human values.  The mayor spoke
of the brave life of the young
French aristocrat who at age 19
armed a ship at his own expense
to join the American Revolution.
A life-long friend of George

Washington, La Fayette advo-
cated the American cause to
Louis the XVI of France and
eventually convinced the French
King to send warships, ammuni-
tion and supplies to support the
Americans.

Monsieur Pierre-Francois
Mourier, the new French General
Consul of San Francisco, re-
minded guests that France was

the first ally of the United States
and that the two countries share
many of same values and demo-
cratic principles.  “We are allies
but not aligned,” stressed the
Consul, who assured the audi-
ence that the new French Presi-
dent, Nicolas Sarkozi, is not
hesitant to be labeled “pro-
American.” Mourier also  pre-
sented two documents to the City
of Lafayette further commemo-
rating the bond between the two
nations.  The first was a letter
from the French Historical
archive that was sent by the early
US Congress to Louis the XVI,
praising Generals Rochambault
and La Fayette.  The other was a
recent resolution of the US
House of Representative honor-
ing the memory of the Marquis
de La Fayette.

Annaluna (3 ½) playing with her parents Roberto and Jennifer at the
Orinda Community Park

Birthday Bash              ...continued from page 2

     

                      FUSE Bay Area Fashion
                        M A G A Z I N E
                              “Where form & spirit become one.”

                         www.fusebayareafashion.com

                    CALL  925-946-1013
                      for casting details & schedule 

           MODELS WANTED
    for paid print ads, designer fashion shows, informal
   modeling and video productions.  Amateurs welcome.     
   No experience necessary.  In-House training available.

        TEENS       MATURE WOMEN       MEN
        11-17yrs                35-65yrs                28-55yrs
                    FULL FIGURED FEMALES                         
                                    14-55yrs

         
    

  CASTING CALL   
        September 15th
   
   

     

September 29th



Julian Juricevic has been an
Orinda resident for many years.

So when he had to give up his career
as a contractor for health reasons, he
decided to create a new business in
the community he calls home.  Ju-
ricevic loves to drive and enjoys
people’s company.  Since there was
no taxi company in Orinda, he de-
cided to fill that void.

After getting all the licensing
and permits that are required for this
profession, Juricevic opened
“Orinda Taxi” just two weeks ago.
This entailed driving his taxi to the
Orinda or Lafayette BART station,
turning on his cell  phone and wait-
ing for customers to show up. 

It was at the Orinda station
that Barbara Ochota first spotted
him.  An environmentalist at heart,
Barbara asked the man for his card
when she saw he was driving a Ford
Escape Hybrid.  She knew she
would some day need a taxi.  Unfor-
tunately the opportunity arose
sooner than she had anticipated
when she sprained her ankle on the
morning of September 14th, getting
off the bus that was taking her to
BART.  The pain was so intense that
she immediately went to see a doc-
tor in Orinda.  She hadn’t forgotten
Orinda Taxi and called to be driven
from the doctor’s office to her Mor-
aga home.  It cost her only $13.

Barbara is not the only one
thrilled to see a local taxi company
operate in Lamorinda.  Beverly, who
works for BART, thinks it’s a great
idea, “It enhances the whole public
transportation experience,” explain

the BART Agent, “it was much
needed.”

When asked why he decided
to buy a new hybrid car for his trade
rather than a much less expensive
used regular car, Juricevic explains,
“I love nature and I respect it. I
know it will take me longer to be-
come profitable, but I wanted to pol-
lute as little as possible and, when I
drive at night in the quiet streets of
our towns and my taxi glides by
without any noise, I love it!”

At this time, Orinda Taxi has
only the one vehicle but Juricevic
answers calls 24 hours a day and
will be delighted to pick you up at
home and take you to the airport
even at 4:00am.  He believes that
being local gives him an edge  over
other providers: his response time is
fast and he is a neighbor people can
trust. He says he is already getting
repeat business.  If everything goes
as planned, Juricevic will soon hire
a second local driver and he hopes
to purchase more vehicles in the
years to come.
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business
briefs

New Businesses and Ribbon Cuttings:
Orinda Taxi; 482-7112
Julian Juricevic started a local taxi service on September 1st.
Orinda Taxi serves primarily customers in the Lamorinda area.
The company can be called 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  The
first car of the new company is a Ford Escape Hybrid.
Diverse Business News:
The Home Loan Group, 999 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette
866) 465-8588 x701 www.tammycryer.com
Tammy Cryer, with The Home Loan Group, has earned the
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist (CMPS) designation
at CMPS Live.  CMPS Live is presented by the CMPS Insti-
tute of Ann Arbor, Michigan, a training, certifying and ongo-
ing membership organization created to help mortgage
professionals integrate financial planning concepts into the
mortgage process.
Pixel Outpost 331 Rheem Blvd., Moraga
925-376-7216; http://www.pixeloutpost.com
In May, Steve Kozel, President, moved Pixel Outpost into the
old firehouse on Rheem Blvd.  Designed for both novice and
expert digital photographers, Pixel Outpost creates an experi-
ence where consumers can create beautiful BIG prints for per-
sonal art and portraits.  Kozel is dedicated to ensuring Pixel
Outpost is the easiest place on the web to get BIG prints from
digital photography as well as traditional photos & 35mm slides.
Using their secure website, Pixel Outpost processes photos for
output on canvas, fine art paper, and photo paper. 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, Orinda; 275.3085
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage today unveiled a sweep-
ing redesign of all of its marketing materials to incorporate
“green” printing practices into its marketing materials. All of
the marketing materials are being printed on Forest Stewardship
Council (or FSC) certified paper from Mohawk Paper, which
uses 100 percent wind power produced electricity.  As a result,
in the coming year more than 129 trees will be saved, 375
pounds of water-born waste will not be generated, 55,050 gal-
lons of wastewater flow will be eliminated, 6,090 pounds of
solid waste will not be generated, nearly 12,000 pounds of
greenhouse gases will not be generated, 91.8 million BTUs of
energy will not be used, nearly 20,772 pounds of air emissions
will not be generated, and enough crude oil will be saved to
drive the average car for 22,500 miles.
New from the Three Chambers of Commerce:
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce - www.lafayettechamber.org:

• Entrepreneur's Club, Thursday, September 20 - 8:30 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. Chamber Conference Room. 
Guest speaker: Gary Summers, Lewis Summers, Public Re-
lations. Mr. Summer will discuss "what is public relations?
And how can it help you tell your story?"

• Business Issues/Governmental Affairs, Committee Open
Meeting. Thursday, September 27 – 8:00 a.m. Chamber Con-
ference Room.
Chamber of Commerce of Moraga - www.moragabiz.com:
Chamber meeting on September 28th, at 8:00 a.m. at Terzetto
Cuisine, 1419 Moraga Way in the Moraga Center.  
Everyone is welcome.
Orinda Chamber of Commerce - www.orindachamber.org:
Chamber Luncheon: Friday, September 28th, 12:00 noon to 1:30
p.m. (arrive early to network). Location: Orinda Country Club,
315 Camino Sobrante, Orinda;  Keynote Speaker:  Riley
Etheridge, Certified Financial Planner, Certified Financial Ana-
lyst, Merrill Lynch Northern California Director; Topic: "Six
Scintillating Steps to Retirement."  Cost: $30.00 per person
(everyone is welcome). R.S.V.P. by Wednesday the 26th.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com or 

contact Lamorinda Weekly at 925-377-0977.

MORAGA

(925) 631-7000
455 Moraga Rd. Suite F

RENT NOW
One Month Free!

*AND
GET

 ON SELECTED UNIT SIZES

5A CAN SHOW YOU HOW TO GET

MORE SPACE AT HOME OR WORK

GOT A GARAGE OR SPARE ROOM

THAT LOOKS LIKE THIS? YOU NEED STORAGE!

OVER 30 R DIFFERENT SIZES, WITH

A PRICE FOR EVERY BUDGET!

 HURRY...THIS GREAT

DEAL WON’T LAST!

NOW  you can rent or make payments 3

ways FAST...use 5A’s convenient new

ARM paystations, pay at the gate, or

 on-line www.5Aspace.comww p

* Special “One Month Free” is for new
rentals only, based on

specific units and may be limited.
Call for details. Expires 9/30/07
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Barbara Ochota is taken home by Julian Juricevic of "Orinda Taxi" Photo by Sophie Braccini

“Orinda Taxi” 
Puts Customers and the Environment First
By Sophie Braccini Volunteers at the Orinda

Arts Council also bring their
professional skills to the table
by organizing exhibits in the
Orinda Library Art Gallery,
supporting special arts pro-
grams in Orinda schools, and
lobbying for additional arts pro-
grams in the community.  

John Spahr, a Scout Mas-
ter in Lafayette, simply wanted
to help with his church’s e-
waste collection day.   He vol-
unteered to give up two
weekends (along with boys
from Cub Scouts Pack 200 and
Boy Scouts Troop 200) to dis-
tribute flyers for the event at the
Lafayette Art and Wine Festival

and at the Walnut Festival in
Walnut Creek.

For Durkin, volunteering
is a way to give back.   “I once
purchased a ceramic bowl that
read around the outer rim,
‘tickle the earth with a hoe and
it will laugh with a harvest.’
Volunteering is somewhat along
the same thought,” he said.  “To
help something (an idea, cause
or solution) grow.”

At the library, Weaver is
amazed by her volunteers.
“They don’t ask for recognition
and expect nothing in return.
They give and give and give,”
she said.  “We just love them to
pieces.”

Volunteerism Keeps Lamorinda Humming
... continued from page 1

Friends of the Lafayette Library volunteers Doris Duncan, Sally Bellenger, and Pat Boyer prepare

for another book sale in the Book Room at the Lafayette Community Center

Photo by Jennifer Wake

Art Show to Benefit Open Space Preservation
... continued from 5

Jones and Onoda expect
a big turn out at the art show
again this year.  Works by rec-
ognized local artists such as
John Finger, Bob Chapla, Sil-
vio Silvestri, Suzanne D'Arcy,
Douglas Morgan, Chris
Newhard, Onoda and many
others will be there.  This will

be a great opportunity to
check out their latest works,
acquire interesting pieces of
art and contribute to the pro-
tection of our local natural
beauty. Children are welcome
and admission is free. For
more information call 925-
878-9682.

George Ehrenhalf painting Photo William Hinshaw

While a discussion of the
book is the purpose and focus of
any meeting, meandering into
other topics is allowed.  Some
members have dropped out and
others have joined, but I like to
think the club will still be around
even after I pack my daughter
off to college and have all the
time in the world to read and dis-
cuss books.  

Our most recent book was
Irene Nemirovsky’s Suite Fran-
caise.  Ms. Nemirovksy was a
Russian Jew living in wartime
France, who wrote about the ef-
fect on her characters of the Ger-
man victory and then occupation
of France.  Her characters are
complex, some undertaking acts
of compassion for selfish rea-
sons; others finding themselves
admiring individual German
soldiers while hating the enemy
on a philosophical level.  Ms.
Nemirovky does not focus on
historical events, but writes of
both the dehumanizing and hu-
manizing effect on people stand-
ing on the sidelines.  Never far
from the reader’s mind is Ms.
Nemirovksy’s own tragic end in
Auschwitz in 1942. 

Recipe for a
happy Book Club
...continued from page 7
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American
Bistro 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108
Chow Restaurant 53 Lafayette Cir, Laf 962-2469 
Hungry Hunter 3201 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 938-3938 
Quiznos 3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0200
Ranch House 1012 School St, Mor 376-5127 
Terzetto Cuisine 1419 Moraga Way, Mor 376-3832 
The Cheese Steak Shop 3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-1234
BBQ
Bo’s Barbecue  3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7133 
Burger Joint
Flippers  960 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-1567
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 400 Park, Mor 376-8888 
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 76 Moraga Way, Ori 254-8888 
Café
Express Cafe 3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd # 170, Laf 283-7170 
Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens 23 Lafayette Cir, Laf 299-8040 
Geppetto’s caffe 87 Orinda Way, Ori 253-9894
California Cuisine
Gigi’s 1005 Brown St., Laf 962-0882
Metro Lafayette 3524 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-4422
Shelby’s 2 Theatre Sq, Ori 254-9687  
Chinese
Asia Palace Restaurant 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
Chef Chao Restaurant 343 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1740 
China Moon Restaurant 380 Park St, Mor 376-1828
The Great Wall Restaurant 3500 Golden Gate Way, Laf 284-3500 
Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine 1 Orinda Way # 1, Ori 253-9852 
Lily’s House  3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf 284-7569 
Mandarin Flower 581 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-7839
Panda Express 3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0288
Szechwan Chinese Restaurant 79 Orinda Way, Ori 254-2020 
Uncle Yu’s Szechuan 999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf 283-1688
Yan’s Restaurant 3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-2228 

Coffee Shop
Millie’s Kitchen 1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf 283-2397 
Squirrel’s Coffee Shop 998 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-7830
Village Inn Café 290 Village Square, Ori 254-6080 
Continental
Petar’s Restaurant 32 Lafayette Cir, Laf 284-7117 
Vino Restaurant 3531 Plaza Way, Laf 284-1330 
Duck Club Restaurant 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108 
Hawaiian Grill
Lava Pit  2 Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori 253-1338 
Indian
India Palace  3740 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5700 
Swad Indian Cuisine 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9575
Italian
Giardino 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3869 
La Finestra Ristorante 100 Lafayette Cir, St. 101, Laf 284-5282 
La Piazza 15 Moraga Way, Ori 253-9191 
Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria 975 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-3081 
Michael’s 1375 Moraga Way, Mor 376-4300
Mondello’s 337 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-2533
Nino’s Bay #2 Theater Square, Ste. 153, Ori 253-1327
Pizza Antica 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0500 
Postino 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8700 
Ristorante Amoroma 360 Park St, Mor 377-7662 
Japanese
Asia Palace Sushi Bar 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
Blue Ginko 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9020 
Kane Sushi 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-9709 
Niwa Restaurant 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori 254-1606 
Serika Restaurant 2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori 254-7088 
Tamami’s Japanese Restaurant 356 Park St, Mor 376-2872 
Yu Sushi 19 Moraga Way, Ori 253-8399 
Jazz Dinner Club
Joe’s of Lafayette 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Laf 299-8807
The Orinda House 65 Moraga Way, Ori 258-4445
Mediterranean
Alex’s 2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori 254-5290 
Oasis Café 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8822  
Per Tutti Ristorante 3576 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5225

Mexican
360 Gourmet Burrito 3655 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1270
El Charro Mexican Dining 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-2345
El Jaro Mexican Cafe 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6639 
La Cocina Mexicana 23 Orinda Way, Ori 258-9987 
Mucho wraps 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor 377-1203
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf 283-8740  
Celia’s Restaurant 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-8288 
El Balazo 3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-8700 
Maya Mexican Grill 74 Moraga Way, Ori 258-9049
Numero Uno Taqueria 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1333
Pizza
Aladino’s Pizza 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6363 
Mountain Mike’s Pizza 504 Center St, Mor 377-6453 
Pennini’s 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-1515 
Round Table Pizza  “361 Rheem Blvd, “, Mor 376-1411 
Round Table Pizza  3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-0404
Village Pizza 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori 254-1200 
Zamboni’s Pizza 1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori 254-2800 
Sandwiches/Deli
Bianca’s Deli  1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor 376-4400 
Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub 64 Moraga Way , Ori 254-7202
Gourmet Bistro Café 484 Center St, Mor 376-1551
Kasper’s Hot Dogs 103 Moraga Way, Ori 253-0766 
Noah’s Bagels 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0716 
Orinda Deli 19 F Orinda Way, Ori 254-1990
Singaporean/Malaysian
Kopitiam 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1653
South American
The Patio Tapas and Restaurant 960 Moraga Road, Laf 299-6885 
Steak 
Casa Orinda 20 Bryant Way, Ori 254-2981 
Tea 
Patesserie Lafayette 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf 283-2226 
Thai
Amarin Thai Cuisine 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd # B, Laf 283-8883
Baan Thai  99 Orinda Way, Ori 253-0989 
Royal Siam 512 Center St, Mor 377-0420 
Siam Orchid 23 Orinda Way # F, Ori 253-1975

LAMORINDA’s Restaurants

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to
be listed. LW is not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently printed misinformation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue. 

•• updated September 5, 2007 ••

Giardino
Ristorante Italiano

3400 Mt. Diablo Blvd
Lafayette • (925) 283-3869

10% Discount
with this Ad

(can not combined
with other offers)

Dinner Mon-Sun 5-9

Now open for

Lunch

Wed-Fri 11
-2

Brunch 

Sat-Sun 10-2

Giardino
Lafayette

Quiet Dogs welcome in Patio

Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner  •  Catering

1419 Moraga Way, Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-3832

Sunday Country Night 
home style meals: $9.95

!Celebrating Our 3rd Year!

Fish Tacos - Shrimp Burritos - Fajitas - Tostadas
Enchiladas - Chicken Mole - Steak Ranchero Plates

Pork Chili Verde - Carnitas - Chicken Ranchero Burritos & Tacos
Vegetarian Available - Serving Beer and Wine

Dine In,
Take Out,

and Catering
Kids Menu

Mon.-Sat., 11am-8pm
74 Moraga Way, Orinda

(925) 258-9049

Mexican Grill

Last of  the Summer Produce
Hearty and distinctive one-pot cooking
By Chef Dan Leff

Late summer produce can be disappointing. Corn and squash are
tougher, woodier. Tomatoes are blander (and more expensive). But

there are ways of using these vegetables to satisfying effect … and in-
corporate autumn treasures (like mushrooms and chilies), as well.

This is a twist on traditional lamb stew. It uses a technique,
commonly found in Indian cuisine, of cooking onions and tomatoes
into a paste as a thickener for the stew. This stew has a bit of a kick
to it from the jalapenos, which makes it good for crisp late Sum-
mer/early Fall evenings. It goes well with fresh artisan bread. I like
to leave the potatoes unpeeled for extra nutrients, but that’s a per-
sonal choice. 

The best type of pan in which to make this stew will be about
2” deep, with a width of at least 8”. Optionally, you can brown the
lamb in a skillet, then transfer the fully cooked paste from Step 4 to
a pot before continuing with Step 5. The important thing is to use a
pan that’s shallow enough for the lamb to really brown (in Step 2)
and not steam in it’s own juices.

End-of-Summer Lamb Stew (serves 6-8)

1-1/2# Lamb stew meat, cut into 1” chunks
3 TB. vegetable oil
2 medium yellow onions, small diced
3-4 cloves of garlic, fine chopped
6 roma tomatoes, small diced
2 jalapenos, seeded and fine chopped
12 ounces chicken stock
4 ounces red cooking wine
½# small, fresh button mushrooms, washed and left whole 
(if small mushrooms are not available, cut larger mushrooms into halves or quarters)

2 medium russet potatoes cut into 1” chunks
2 zucchini squash, cut into ½” rounds
¼# fresh spinach, thoroughly cleaned
Salt and pepper

1. Before preparing the vegetables, mix lamb chunks in a bowl with seasonings (above). 

Allow to sit. Prepare all vegetables. 

2. Heat oil in pan over high-heat. When oil is hot, add seasoned lamb. 

Cook until lamb is browned on all sides. Remove lamb (+ any juices) to a bowl.

3. Reduce heat to medium-high and add the diced onions to the pan. 

Cook the onions, stirring constantly to pick up all the browned juices left from the lamb. 

Cook until the onions have become translucent (about 5-6 minutes).

4. Add the garlic, tomatoes, and jalapenos. Stir constantly until the mixture becomes 

dry and paste-like – this will take at least 8-10 minutes. 

Don’t let the mixture scorch! Reduce heat to medium if the cooking seems like it’s going too fast.

5. Add the chicken stock and wine to the paste. Stir to even out the mixture. 

Add the lamb chunks and mushrooms and bring to a boil. 

6. Simmer the lamb and mushrooms over low heat, with the pan (or pot) mostly 

covered, for 30 minutes. Stir occasionally.

7. Add the potatoes. Stir to mix in thoroughly. Turn up the heat to bring the mixture to a boil 

again, then lower the heat to a simmer, and cook, mostly covered, for 20 minutes. Stir occasionally.

8. Add the zucchini and spinach. Stir just to mix in. Cook 5 minutes, uncovered. If the stew is too 

soupy, turn heat to high and cook uncovered for 5-6 minutes to reduce the liquids. Adjust 

taste for salt and pepper only at the very end. Serve in shallow soup bowls with bread on the side.

Seasoning for the lamb:

1 TB. ground cumin seed

½ tp. cayenne pepper

½ tp. black pepper

1 TB. salt4

And the Winners Are . . . 
By Jennifer Wake

Thousands converged on
Mt. Diablo Boulevard

and La Fiesta Square in
Lafayette last weekend, enjoy-
ing some of the areas finest
wines, food and artwork as
they meandered amongst lines
of booths at the annual
Lafayette Art and Wine Festi-
val.  Budding artists put
crayon and colored pencil to
paper in our booth, as part of
Lamorinda Weekly’s Kids Art
Contest, with the winners fea-
tured in this issue.  Thanks to
all the participants!  Your tal-
ents made announcing a win-
ner for each age category a
difficult one.

Sisters Annalise, Isabel, Sophie and Colette

Kimora drawing at Lamorinda Weekly Booth

Winners

Pre-K: Annalise Kimora

2nd Grade: Siena Marchiano

5th Grade: Taylor Howe

7th Grade: Gabriella

Fabulous Italian   
Fare & Vino served 

Tue. thru Sun. from 5pm

925-376-2533

337 Rheem Blvd.
Moraga

www.mondellos.com

Catering 
& Take-out
available

Eggplant Parmigiana

$28.95

Chicken Parmigiana

$30.95

each comes with:

Pasta & Vegetables

Family Salad

Home made bread

Parmesan cheese

(serves 4)

Spaghetti & Meatballs

$21.95

Lasagna Della Casa

$25.95

each comes with:

Family Salad

Home made bread

Parmesan cheese

(serves 4)

Family special take-out

Petar's Restaurant
is located in the heart of

Lafayette at 
32 Lafayette Circle.  

925-284-7117

Petar's is open for lunch
Monday through Saturday

from 11:30 to 4:00 and
open for dinner nightly.

*through November in Petar's lounge or patio only. 
Not good with any other coupons, discounts 
or promotional offers.

Must present
coupon!

�

Top
Sirloin Steak

Fall Special

EST 1947

3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette         925-283-2345

My visits started when we moved to Lafayette in 1948.
We started coming at least once a month. Remember
Loretta Jones as favorite waitress. Emily and Blair Akey



So you want to ride your bike
but don’t know where to go?

Allow me to introduce you to the
Lamorinda Loop.  It’s safe and
can take between one and two
hours to ride depending on your
speed and how often you stop at
any of the great coffee shops
along the way. 

The key to cycling in sub-
urban areas is to know the secrets
that experienced cyclists know.
There is an entire network of
paths and special streets that link
one community to the next and
avoid congested roads that are un-
friendly to cyclists. 

The Lamorinda Loop is
about 15 miles long.  You can
start anywhere along the route but
I’ll start you out at the corner of
Moraga Road and Moraga Way.
From this intersection, head out
Moraga Way towards Orinda.
You will begin to downshift at 1.5
miles from the start; pick a gear
you are comfortable with and
pace yourself up the 1-mile hill.
Watch for broken pavement, de-
bris and overgrown oleander
bushes as you crest the hill and
roll down through the Glorietta
Road intersection.  

At about 4.5 miles, you’ll
approach the Orinda Crossroads;
stay right at the light and head to-
wards Theater Square. On the
weekend a constant stream of cy-
clists stop by Starbucks for a
quick break; there’s lots of room
for your bike outside.

Finished that latte? Okay,
head across the traffic circle and

turn right onto Davis Road.  Go
to the first stop sign and look left.
This is the hidden entrance of the
bicycle path that will connect you
to Lafayette.  

Follow the bike path,
watching for walkers and joggers,
kids and dog leashes.  The path
ends at St. Stephen’s Drive. Ride
straight across the intersection
and down the little hill that looks
like it is going to take you onto
Highway 24 East.  Turn right onto
Happy Valley Road and enjoy the
long hill down and the smooth
pavement. Follow the road to the
intersection with Acalanes Road
Left on Acalanes Road and onto
the marked bike lane.  At the
light, turn right onto Mt. Diablo
Blvd.  A short climb uphill earns
you a nice coast down in the wide
bike lane and past the entrance to
Lafayette Reservoir.  

At Mountain View Drive
the bike lane ends abruptly so
watch for traffic, car doors open-
ing and vehicles entering the
street.  Make your way down the
boulevard to Lafayette Circle,
turn right and proceed to Fiesta
Square. 

You’ve traveled about 9.5
miles now and may need a re-
fresher. Papillion’s a great place
to take that next break, and again
there is plenty of room to store
your bike and sit outside.  If your
bike needs attention or you want
to upgrade your outfit, right
across the parking lot is the back
of Sharp’s Cycles, one of only a
handful of great bike shops in the

East Bay.  
From Lafayette, there are

several options to get back to
Moraga but only one route is rec-
ommended for the recreational
cyclist.  Don’t go straight up Mor-
aga Road as it is steep and has no
shoulder.  A less steep but also
somewhat dangerous route is to
go left on St. Mary’s Road but
this too has no shoulder at times
and cars tend to go faster than the
recommended speed limit. 

A much better route is to go
up Moraga Road to School Street.
Left on School Street and about a
half mile down past Stanley Mid-
dle School is an entrance to the
Lafayette–Moraga Bicycle Path.
Take a right turn onto the path
and discover one of the treasures
of living in Lamorinda.  It can get
a little crowded on the weekends
as it is well-used by the young,
the old and a vast array of pets
and strollers so take your time
and enjoy yourself as you make
your way slightly uphill on the
well-kept trail.  

After crossing many small
roads, at about 12 miles, the path
crosses St. Mary’s Road.  Mo-
torists are usually friendly here
and let you cross.  After this inter-
section, the path cuts through a
steep pasture up to your right
where cows are often seen graz-
ing.  There is a steep bit farther on
but it is thankfully short; at the
top, the path crosses Rheem Blvd.  

Continue slightly uphill
past Saint Mary’s College on
your left and coast down into the
Moraga Commons. There are
restrooms and water here.  You
can relax in the park and end your
ride now, sitting under a shade
tree and appreciating your ac-
complishment, or take a left at the
light onto Moraga Road and
cruise back to your starting point
at the corner of Moraga Road and
Moraga Way.

Some prefer to ride the
Loop in the opposite direction; try
it both ways and see what suits
you!
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• Shrubs

• Garden Accessories

• Flowers

• Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way

Orinda

254-3713
- Open Daily -

NurseryMcDonnell

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

WORKSHOP

September 22nd, 10am- $10 per person -Please RSVP: call 254-3713 or
email: info@mcdonnellnursery.com

Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured
sured

In the Back Yard
Local Garden Clubs: Focus on Moraga
Suzan Ormandy
McDonnell Nursery

There’s nothing common
about the Moraga Com-

mons.  It’s as special as the
Moraga Garden Club mem-
bers who maintain the flag-
pole planting area there as
well as the library garden and
urns just down the road.  This
organization, active since
1970, embodies the commu-
nity spirit that – along with the
fine schools and bucolic set-
ting – draws more and more
people to Moraga every year.

As with other local garden
clubs, the MGC begins its year
this month, with the first meet-
ing on Sept 20th and regularly
on the third Thursdays at 9:30
a.m., Holy Trinity Cultural Cen-
ter, 1700 School Street.  Meet-
ings are open to the general
public.  For more information,
call membership chair Mardi
Potts at 376-2004 or president
Anna Lum at 376-5679.  

After business matters are
discussed and light refreshments
enjoyed, the 9/20 program will
feature Mr. Robin Stockwell
from Succulent Gardens on con-
tainer gardening with succu-
lents, a timely subject in this
water-conscious time.

In fact, the MGC mem-
bers are involved in furthering
ecologically-sound planting
methods as well as aiding in
the protection of native trees,
plants and birds.  Their main
goal is to stimulate knowledge
and love of gardening among
amateurs – so don’t be at all
shy if you’re unsure, say, on
the difference between annuals
and perennials.  The friendly
ladies of the MGC are there to
help new members.

They also help the larger
community with ongoing
projects like the Moraga
Commons, the “Rheem Trian-
gle” at Rheem and Moraga
Roads, the lovely John Muir
Hospital atrium, and the
perennial garden at the Ha-
cienda.

In addition to maintaining
the outdoor plants at the li-
brary, the Club decorates an in-
door tree with natural “critters”

at Christmas, decorates holiday
wreaths and plants daffodils
throughout Moraga for cheer-
ful Spring color. They also do
seasonal plantings at the Holy
Trinity Cultural Center; the
Pear Festival and “Moraga
Beautiful Day” benefit from
MGC presence as well.

Other activities this year
include a holiday luncheon at
the Diablo Country Club.  No
member wants to miss the Jan-
uary pot-luck salad luncheon
featuring a floral designer.  The
MGC’s major fund-raiser, a
Spring Tea, will be held in
2009.  Currently, members are
selling the revised edition of
Growing in Lamorinda, a guide
for newcomers to help 
ensure successful gardening in
the area.  The book can be pur-
chased at the Moraga Garden
Center and at McDonnell
Nursery in Orinda

Next month’s column
will feature another local gar-
den club.  The following is a
brief guide to most of the
clubs in the Lamorinda area.
Most have websites that pro-
vide more detailed informa-
tion and most have
membership of between 125-
150 people.

Lafayette Garden Club
First meeting:  9/13.  Regular
meetings on 2nd Thursdays at
9:30 a.m., Our Saviours
Lutheran Church, Carol Lane,
Lafayette.
Membership is $35 and open to
a maximum of 150 people.
Note:  the LGC usually has to
stop taking new members by
winter, so don’t delay if you
want to join.  
Contact Liz Schwarck at 930-0985.
President:  Carolyn Bybee.
Projects include:
• Garden therapy at a 

convalescent home
• The Gazebo on Mt. Diablo Blvd.
• Work with youth home 

residents on their garden
• Booth at the Wine Fair [9/15-16]

Montelindo Garden Club
First meeting:  9/21.  Regular
meetings on 3rd Fridays at 9 a.m.
Orinda Community Church, 26
Orinda Way [note:  this is a new site]
Membership is $25 and new
members are welcome.
President:  Lani Shepp
Projects include:
• The Crossroads Garden at 

Moraga Way and Brookwood
• Mini garden tours and a 

major Spring tour
Note:  Visit their excellent 
website, 
www.montelindogarden.com,
for a list of guest speakers
scheduled for the nine monthly
meetings.

Orinda Junior Garden Club
First meeting:  9/13.  Regular
meetings on 2nd Thursdays at
9:30 a.m. Held in members’
homes.
Membership is $125.  If inter-
ested in joining this 40-member
club, contact Laura Sawczuk at
254-9510 to see if you have
common interests with the
club. Co-Presidents:  
Pam Seifert and Diana Treter
Projects include:
• Hanging baskets around 

the Village
• The Circle at Theatre Square

Orinda Garden Club
Go to www.orindagardenclub.org
for information.
Membership is by invitation to
this garden club with a 70-year
history
President:  Gina Fields
Projects include:
• The Triangle across 

from Orinda Motors
• The Rose Gardens at

Heather Farms Park
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Sun-Mon 11AM-5PM, Tues-Sat 10AM-6PM

FFOOUUNNTTAAIINNSS…… TTHHEEFOUNTAINS… THEFOUNTAINS… THE
FFIINNIISSHHIINNGG TTOOUUCCHH!!FINNIISSHINNGG TOUCH!FINISHING TOUCH!

Complete the garden of your dreams with the wonderful
sound of water. Come in and see our unique selection of

fountains and add the finishing touch to your garden.

3454 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
(925) 284-0159
www.keenanheinz.com

Got the Bike and the Helmet . . . Now What?
By Christopher Kolm

Christopher Kolm is a Moraga dad
and a member of the Lamorinda
Cycling Club/Synergy Racing
Team. We will forward questions
or comments to him; just email
letter@lamorindaweekly.com.

Members of the Moraga Garden Club infront of the Moraga Library                     Photo Andy Scheck

Left to right: Barbara White, Moraga Commons; Anna Lum, President; 

Nell Sellers, John Muir Atrium; Rena Munson, Library Exterior

At the Moraga Commons

Hanging baskets Orinda Village

Chris and friends last Sunday on the Lamorinda Loop, returning from an 80-mile ride
Left to right: Micky Bloom, German Serrano, Bart Borland, Christopher Kolm, Ted Brooks

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

(a pdf reader is required to view the pages)
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Contra Costa 
Adventure Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

•   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •

Vacation Rentals Services

Services

Music lessons

Help wanted

Services

Classes Offered

Upcoming Classes

Office Rentals

Rentals

Martha's Vineyard Beach
House; www.wuerthminnow.com

Katama Bay-Edgartown  
July-Aug; $8,000 per week
sleeps 12; 925-330-1983

Affordable 
Classified ads.
Submit online:

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

/html/classified.html

$3 per line in bold

$2 per regular line

3 lines minimum
(max 30 Characters per line)

FERARU&
A S S O C I AT E S

510-228-7366

EARTHQUAQE RETROFITING, DECKS,
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, FENCES,
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

KITCHEN AND 
BATH REMODELING
ADDITIONS

www.feraru.us

Myles' Hauling (925)360-2779
Affordable Dependable
Serving Lamorinda for 10 years

Brush Cutting
Lamorinda resident, experienced,
honest, affordable, references
Call Charles 925.254.5533 
or 925.528.9385

SB Painting Inc.
Exterior / Interior
Residential & Commercial
Exceptional prep work.
Specializing in repair work
and texturing. 
Fully insured and bonded
925-932-319

Window Washing
(925) 2210-7400
Flawless results guaranteed! 
Insured, prompt service, free est.

Rod Plumbing
Licensed, insured, bonded 
For all your plumbing needs
925-708-7080, www.rodplumbing.com

Piano & music  theory lessons;
Preparation for CM exam.
Rita Yegiazaryan, member MTAC.
925-283-7601

Terry's Painting Company
Decks, Fences, Interior, Exterior
Repairs and Pressure Washing
Lic # 851058. bonded. 
Call 925-788-1663

Flute & Piano teacher
Classical-jazz - all levels
Nika Rejto 925-284-7797
nikarejto.com

Writer/Reporter
Do you have a few hours
available during the day?
Write 1-2 articles each week.  
Lamorinda Weekly-925-377-0977
or  info@lamorindaweekly.com

Eliminate learning blocks &
stress with BRAIN GYM®!
Easy, enjoyable movements for
improving memory, reading,
writing, math, and MUCH MORE.
Orinda, September 28-30
Call Pam Whitman 925-253-1223
www.transitionpoint.org

Rent private office with deck , in
an  architect’s offices  across
from the  Orinda Theater .
Approximately 500 sq. ft., $825
plus utilities. Please call 253.7828

Ready to try the Waterford at Rossmoor?
One bedroom, almost new, Manor now available for rent, lease or least-
to-buy.  This idyllic, prestigious setting offers support and relief from the
burdens and stress of daily life including meals, housekeeping, 24/7
security response and no maintenance.  Perhaps more importantly are
the social and mental stimulation (movies, dances, cards, lectures, day-
trips) and significant amenities...all this for $2150 per month – a true
bargain and far below actual costs. 
Contact Dick Weir 925-284-1705 or dickweir@gmail.com

YogaKids at Lafayette Rec Ctr
Kids learn yoga in playful,
simple & fun ways to develop
strong, healthy bodies.
925-639-6881; www.ayogakid.com

Garage Sale
10 Crest Road; Lafayette
Sep 22 and Sep 29, 10:00-4:00

Local Tax Preparation & Planning
Individuals & Small Businesses
HALL OF TAXES, Peggy Hall, EA
Enrolled Agent-over 20 yrs exp.
We work for you, not the IRS
(925) 388-1040

Growing Orinda Preschool
seeking Teacher’s Aide with
6 ECE units. Part-time, M-F.
email susuekoeper@yahoo.com

Cashier/Floor Staff
Weeksdays/Weekends, 
Flexible Hours
Orinda Hardware, 254-5429

Garage Sale

Pre-screened caregivers to help
seniors remain independent in
their own homes: errands, meal
prep., housekeeping, bathing,
medication reminders etc.
Call for free assessment.
925-376-8000

LMYA/OYA Soccer Kicks In
By Jennifer Wake

The Lafayette-Moraga Youth
Association (LMYA) in

conjunction with the Orinda
Youth Association (OYA) kicked
off its 2007 soccer season Sept. 8,
with teams ranging in age from
Kindergarten through 8th grade
competing for top position.  Ac-
cording to the LMYA president,
soccer is the largest sport in the
LMYA, with an estimated 3,000
children registered and more than
200 teams in the program.  

Pictured are the 7-8th grade
boys – the OYA Earthquakes
(black) Josh Dathe and the Ty-
phoon (blue) Matt Stewart – bat-

tling it out, as well as the 7-8th
grade girls No.-5 ranked Madrid
against No.-9 ranked Orinda 4 at
the Orinda Sports Center last Sat-
urday, where Madrid trounced
Orinda 4 with a score of 6-0.  

The Lafayette-Moraga
Youth Association is a non-profit
organization providing year-
round athletic programs for all
school age youth in the Lafayette
and Moraga communities.  For
information about game times
and standings, visit the LMYA
Web site at
www.lmyasports.com/soccer/ind
ex.html.

On the Earthquakes (right) Josh Dathe, on the Typhoon (left) Matt Stewart
Photo Gavin Schlissel

Left to right: Adrienne Bengtsson, Alison Snider (Moraga), Ashley See (Orinda) 

Photo Gavin Schlissel

Cougars Claw Their Way to Victory
Submitted by Alex Crook

The Campolindo Cougars
varsity football team

kicked off the 2007 season on
Sept. 7 against Piedmont with
everything a quality football
team should look like. 

Senior quarterback, Scott
Scharff completed 7-13 passes
for 119 yards and two touch-
downs in the 31-2 pounding of
the visiting Highlanders Friday
night. On the ground, Campo
was backed up with 13 carries
for 79 yards from junior run-
ning back Cookie Kazzaz, in-
cluding 10 carries for 43 yards
from Anthony Rodriguez.

This was and probably

will be a very talented Cougar
football squad who knows ex-
actly what they're doing at all
times, getting the job done up
and down the field, while Pied-
mont was either just plain
sloppy or tired, having not
much accuracy from their
quarterback. 

Starting the scoring was
Kazzaz, who easily ran five
yards for the score with 1:03
gone in the second quarter.
After the PAT from Giorgio
Tavecchio, Campolindo then
led 7-0 and would not look
back, eventually leading 28-0
at the half. Also in the 2nd

quarter, Piedmont cornerback
Cliff Harrison would be in-
jured on Scharff's run, stopping
the game for a mere 10 min-
utes before being driven off the
field on a John Deere to the
Piedmont bench. 

As for the rest of the
Highlanders, their only points
came in the 4th quarter after a
holding penalty backed the
Cougars into the end zone, re-
sulting in a safety. At that point,
Campolindo led 31-2 and
would not do any more dam-
age, taking the season opener
from Piedmont once again. 

Last year, the Cougars es-

caped Piedmont on the leg of
kicker Jimmy Adranly, who
nailed a 23-yard field goal as
time expired to give visiting
Campolindo a 23-22 win. The
Cougars finished 7-5 under
Coach Macy and 5-4 in DFAL,
including a 21-20 win over
rival Miramonte at Cougar Sta-
dium as Scott Scharff con-
nected with Luke Crossley for
the touchdown. But it was Ad-
ranly's PAT that put the final
nail in Miramonte's coffin, giv-
ing Campo their second win
over the Mats since 1991. As
for Piedmont, they finished 5-6
and 4-1 in BSAL in 2006.

Your ad will reach more
then 23,000 homes and
business in Lamorinda!

Call 925-377-0977

Saint Mary’s Hosts Vermont in Fall Soccer Classic
By Kevin D. Shallat

The Saint Mary’s women
began their own tourna-

ment by taking on the Ver-
mont Catamounts in the Fall
Soccer Classic on Friday,
Sept. 7, finishing tied, 1-1.
Teams from Cal Berkeley and
Cal State Bakersfield also
participated in the event.  

Forward Allie Wiener
continued to be a big part of
the Gaels offensive attack,
netting the only goal for the
Gaels in the 39th minute of
play.  Wiener scored on a
beautiful pass by midfielder
Marina Baham to give the
Gaels a 1-0 edge heading into
the half.  “It was a good ball
in by Marina, it was right on
my foot and I just got lucky,”
Wiener said.  But it was more
than luck on the play.  Al-
though Vermont’s goalie took
a good leap at the ball, and
was fully extended, it sailed
untouched up into the far right
hand corner of the goal.

Midfielder Jessica Men-
zhuber had another terrific
game for the Gaels, taking the
ball away from the offensive
players with ease during the
course of the game.  Menzhu-
ber also lofted beautiful touch
passes to the wing throughout

the game.
As Menzhuber contin-

ues to lead and control the
games for the Gaels, Wiener
is stepping up as a fast scorer
who can penetrate the defense
near the goal.  With their con-
trasting styles, Menzhuber
and Wiener are becoming an
exciting one-two punch for
the Gaels.

Midfielder Stefani
Rocco also made a number of
good defensive stops around
the Saint Mary’s goal to pre-
vent Vermont from scoring
the go ahead goal.  Midfielder
Ashley Nied had a few nice
shots as well:  One of her
shots was on its way into the
top part of the goal before
Vermont forward Alison
Hemphill made a spectacular
play to head the ball up and
over their own goal to prevent
the Gaels from taking a 2-1
advantage.

Goalkeeper Tara Larson
was very active Friday night,
with a number of good
blocks.  The most spectacular
play of the game came on a
succession of shots in the sec-
ond half.  Larson blocked one
shot after another in the span
of only a few seconds.

The Catamounts came
into the second half with re-
newed energy and were able
to score on a shot that lofted
up and over Larson to even up
the score at 1-1.  There were
many more opportunities for

both teams to score, but after
two over-times the game
ended in a 1-1 tie. 

Catch the next Gaels
game by checking the sched-
ule online at:

www.SMCGaels.com

Charlie Ross of the Earthquakes Photo Gavin Schlissel

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendly service and
remarkable results!
(Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

Allie Weiner (5) net the only Gaels goal Photo Jordan Fong

Mercede Koning (9) Photo Jordan Fong



Although home to many
prestigious programs in

Northern California – includ-
ing Orinda Aquatics, the NCS
swimming championships,
DFAL league championships,
and even the 2002 U.S. Water
Polo National Junior Olympics
– the Soda Aquatic Center in
Moraga has no scoreboard and
timing system. After its open-
ing in 1999, following a grant
from The Soda Foundation to
the Acalanes School District, a
scoreboard was never in-

stalled, although posts for it
were put into place after the
pool was built.  

For the past two years, a
handful of parents involved in
the community and in aquatics
have mounted a campaign to
raise funds for the board,
working with the Acalanes
School District to raise funds
for a matrix scoreboard and
complete timing system.  

“The system will show
names of competitors and
teams, times and events, and

there is also the capability to
advertise upcoming events and
exhibitions,” said Robyn
Varellas, who is chairing the
fundraising efforts.  “The tim-
ing system will include touch
pads, a start system, water polo
shot clocks and swim pace
clocks.”

To date, Varellas and the
other parents have raised about
one half of the funds needed
for the scoreboard, but still
need an additional $40,000 to
complete the timing system,

installation, and storage por-
tions of this project.

“Our goal is to complete
it by this spring,” Veralles said.

For questions or to make
a donation, contact Robyn Ve-
ralles at (925)631-1214 or
Heather Gevertz, Lyndel
Melton at (925)437-4110.

The Campolindo Cougars
came to Orinda last Fri-

day night to take on the Mira-
monte Matadors in a classic
football rivalry that has
spanned over fifty years.  Com-
ing into this match-up as the fa-
vorite, Miramonte lost, with the
Cougars beating the Matadors
on their home turf, 30-7.

The start of the game
played out like many thought it
would.  Junior James King
scored a touchdown for the

Matadors on a 17 yard pass
from quarterback Trevor
Boswell.  Wide receivers James
Giles and AJ Taylor had seven
and five catches respectively
for the Mats.  

The Matadors played in-
spired defense throughout the
first two quarters, keeping a
close score in the energized at-
mosphere, with the game tied
7-7 heading into the half.  Then
Campolindo wide receiver
Luke Crossley scored a touch-

down with ten seconds before
the half on a beautifully lofted
seven yard pass from quarter-
back Scott Scharff.  

Halfback Alex Gole-
sorkhi did what he could for the
Mats Friday night, as he
recorded 42 yards on 11 rushes.
However, the second half was
clearly dominated by the
Cougars.  Scharff, the Cougars
senior quarterback was a big
reason the Cougars were able
to win this game decisively, as
he was able to get the ball to so
many different players on the
Campo team.  “We knew Nick
(Mascheroni) was going to be
double or triple teamed, so we
had to find a way to get the ball
to our four great backs,”
Scharff said.

The third quarter was de-
cisive for the Cougars as it had
the most dazzling and impor-
tant scores of the night.  A mis-
handle punt by Miramonte led
to a Cougar safety.  Campo also
used the flea flicker play in this

quarter that caught the Mata-
dors off guard.  Scharff con-
nected with senior wide
receiver Luke Crossley for a
huge gain, and moments later
Scharff launched another great
pass to senior wide receiver
Mascheroni for a touchdown.

With 16-7 score in favor
of Campolindo at the start of
the fourth quarter, there was
still time for Miramonte to
come back, but the Mats could
not generate enough first
downs to get the offense going.
The biggest play of the game

for the Cougars came on a third
down pass to senior tight end
Nathan Kinney, who caught for
a first down, allowing the
Cougars to use up time on the
clock.  

Minutes later, Crossley
caught another pass for a first
down that appeared to seal the
Matadors fate.  As good as the
Cougars offense was, the de-
fense deserves much of the
credit, as junior cornerback
Fern Fadelli and the rest of the
defense did well to keep a pow-
erful Matadors offense to seven
points on the night.  Junior run-
ning back Kawa Kazzaz put the
finishing touches on the game
as he rushed for two touch-
downs in the fourth quarter, fin-
ishing the game with nine
carries for 66 yards.

Campolindo may have
pulled out an upset Friday
night, but the Cougars didn’t
prepare for the game thinking
they were the underdogs.  “We
kept telling ourselves that we
were better than them,” Scharff
said.  “We hit the weight room
every day and prepared nine
months for this game.”
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www.professionalautomotive.net

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Auto Body & Collision Repair
Computerized Color Matching
Complete Detailing Services
Expert Unibody Reconstructions
Free Computerized Estimates
Paintless Dent Repair

All Work Guaranteed With Written Warranty

Quality Service
Since 1949

925-2
83-21

60

Go Gaels!
Upcoming Sports Events
at Saint Mary’s College

Women’s Soccer vs. 
Sacramento State
Friday, Sept. 21 at 4 p.m.
Saint Mary’s Stadium

Women’s Volleyball vs.
Cornell
Friday, Sept. 21 at 7 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion

Women’s Volleyball vs. 
Cal State Bakersfield
Saturday, Sept. 22 at 7 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion

Men’s Soccer vs. 
San Jose State
Sunday, Sept. 23 at 2:30 p.m.
Saint Mary’s Stadium

Women’s Soccer vs. 
Valparaiso
Sunday, Sept. 23 at noon
Saint Mary’s Stadium

Women’s Volleyball vs.
Gonzaga
Thursday, Sept. 27 at 7 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion

Women’s Volleyball vs.
Portland 
Saturday, Sept. 29 at 1 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion
For information about upcoming season schedules,
visit the official Saint Mary’s athletics website at
www.SMCGaels.com.

Your children are precious, aren’t they? And one of their most precious gifts is
their eyes. That’s why we encourage you to have your children’s eyes examined
first at nine months of age, again at three years, and regularly after that.

Who are we? We’re the University of California Eye Center in Berkeley, a key
part of UC’s top-rated School of Optometry. And we can offer you a great deal
of expertise with youngsters’ eyes.

In fact, here at UC we’ve developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play, and to
diagnose and treat any vision problems even before they can read an eye chart.

We take most vision insurance plans, and accept all major
credit cards. So bring in the whole family for their eye exams.
(You’ll absolutely love our Eye Wear Center, with its incredible
selection of designer frames!) We’ll look for you!

Saint Mary’s Women Lose Heartbreaker to UCSB
By Kevin D. Shallat

In a spirited match, Saint
Mary’s women’s volley-

ball took on the U.C. Santa
Barbara Gouchos in its home
opener on Sept. 13 in McK-
eon Pavilion, but lost the con-
test 3-2 in the fifth game of a
best-out-of-five format.

The Gaels won the first
two games of the match,
recording a 30-26 score in
each game.  In the first two
games, Saint Mary’s had 38
kills, to Santa Barbara’s 21,
with Gaels outside hitters
Megan York and Taylor
Groess at 12 and seven kills
respectively in those games.  

It seemed as if Saint
Mary’s was well on their way
towards beating the Gouchos.
At the break, Santa Barbara
knew the match was on the
line. Down 2-0, they would

have to pick up their play, or
the match would be over.  

They returned looking
like a new and improved team.  

Even with the inspired
play by the Gouchos, Saint
Mary’s hung tough and led for
a good portion of the game.  At
one point in the third game, the
Gaels took a three point lead to
make it 16-13.

The Gaels, however,
could not maintain their stel-
lar play, despite the fact that
they had no glaring mistakes,
and the Gouchos had a num-
ber of unforced serving er-
rors. The Gaels dropped the
next three games to lose the
match.

Freshman sensation
York, however, continued to
impress, leading the team in a
career high with 26 kills.  She

also had 17 digs while record-
ing her sixth double-double of
the season.  Setter Kapua Ka-
mana’o led the team with 17
assists.  Middle blocker
Megan Burton was very ac-
tive, and had a solid game
with 13 kills.  Libero Alita
Fisher also played a gritty
match, recording 25 digs on
the night.

Junior outside hitter
Groess was a real catalyst for
the Gaels in this game, with
many timely kills.  As one of
the elder players on this
young Gaels team, Groess
brings energy, confidence,
and fun to the games.

Catch the next Gaels
game by checking the sched-
ule online at:
www.SMCGaels.com

Big Time Football Rivalry under the Friday Night Lights
By Kevin D. Shallat

Anthony Fadelli (7), Mike Trumbo (4) Photo Jordan Fong

Brian Maxson (55), Scott Scharff (6) Photo Jordan Fong

The Alhambra Bulldogs earned
a 38-28 victory over the
Acalanes Dons in Friday night
prep football action.  Despite
jumping out to a 21-13 halftime
lead, on the strength of two long
throws from Robbie Pestal to

Brooks Baker, the Bulldogs
took the win.  A fumble recov-
ery in the end zone was all the
Dons could muster in the sec-
ond half, against four Alhambra
scores. 

Scoreboard a Much Needed Addition at Soda Center
By Jennifer Wake

Don’s Lose after Halftime Lead in Bulldogs Upset

Anthony Rodriguez (20) Photo Jordan Fong
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located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

Bill Snider, Owner

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

1409 Moraga Way 
Moraga Shopping Center

Phone: (925) 376-3600

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

locaded on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

oraga

otors

Professional Automo-
tive Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 9-4, Sun closed

www.theupsstore.com

Shipping
Coying, Finnishing
Printing Services

Notary Services
Postal Services
Business Services

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

925 - 377 - 1908

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

Rheem Valley Pet Shoppe
Celebrat ing

Our 15 th

Anniversary!
388 Park Street • Moraga (Rheem Valley Shopping Center) • (925) 376-8399

Premium Pet Food • Flea Control Products • Toys • Small Pet Accessories • Competitivly Priced

MORAGA 455 Moraga Rd.
Suite F (925)631-7000
www.5Aspace.com

Rent a storage unit now, pay
for one month ~ and get
ONE MONTH FREE!ONE MONTH FREE!

Ken C. Young - Fine Art Images
Saint Mary’s Scenic Note Cards
Now available at the
Moraga Art Gallery
570 Center St., 
Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center
Open Tue - Sun 12-5

www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

Watch for LLove Lafayette October 3rd • Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

In Moraga
925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Sandra Meilylylya M il
REALTOR®mobile: 510.734.7329

smeily@rockcliff.com
www.rockcliff.com

89 Davis Road, Suite 100
Orinda, CA 94563

Integrity and Perseverance...
My offer to you. Let me help you
find your perfect sanctuary.

• Fresh Cold Cuts
• Home made Soups & Pasta

• Full Service Catering

www.wecaterit.com
484 Center Street

Moraga 376-1551

Formerly from SIXTO’s

508 Center Street
next door to Mountain Mike Pizza

925-286-2023

SHARON

now at
Reflexion Salon

across the way...
a unique lifestyle store   

Moraga Shopping Center
1480 G Moraga Road

925-376-3600
(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)

Tue-Fri 11-6
Sat 10-6
Sun 11-5

C A N Y O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N

professional remodeling & 

custom homes

925 country club drive   moraga  ca

t 925.376.3486        f 925.376.3503

www.canyonconstruction.com

925.376.2700

1550 Viader Drive, Moraga
(behind OSH)

• Customized and Escorted Tours
• World Wide Cruises and Vacation Packages
• Business Travel

Full Service Travel Agency:

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

www.stmarysflorist.net

1480 Moraga Rd. Ste C (across Moraga Hardware) - Moraga
925-376-5558

Flowers - Plants - Home Staging - Uniquie Gifts
Wedding - Sympathy - Gift Baskets

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting

in my home

Lisa Gillett
1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.

Moraga, CA 94556(925)631-1063

Rheem Valley Automotive
455 Center Street

in the Rheem Valley
Shopping Center 925.377.6020

Complete Repair Shop

� most cars

Moraga Art Gallery

570 Center St.,
Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center 

Open Tue - Sun 12-5 

925.376 5407

Moraga’s Personal Bankers

Jeff Faheemah Sachi

1399 Moraga Way
925-376-5182

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga

(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

saklan  |  valley  |  school
1678 School Street  •  Moraga

925.376.7900 •    www.saklan.org

engaging

enriching

inspiring

Preschool

Elementary

Middle School

Saklan

Super Smog Special:

$39.95
+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee

coupon required exp. 10-15   


