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Sudhish Mohindroo’s primary focus when conceiving the architecture of the
Lafayette Mercantile was how the building would integrate within  the frame-

work of  public space. Cortese Investment, the owner of the building, hired SZFM
Design Studio, the firm owned by Mohindroo and his partner Eric Maltman.  Both
Mohindroo and Cortese share the same vision of urban design, the creation of a
sense of timeless harmony that pleases the eye and encourages high levels of foot
traffic. 

The new building had to blend in with its’ surroundings while adding to its
dynamic.  The Lafayette Mercantile sits on the sidewalks between Lafayette Circle
and Mt Diablo Blvd and when looking at it from across the street, one notices that
the left side is stronger and more prominent than the right.  That was done to pro-
duce a continuum with the neighboring structures and create a feel of integration.

The building’s harmony is strengthened by the timeless and elegant design
selected for the structure.  “The ground floor and the upper ones are two different
animals,” says Mohindroo, “the upper floors, where offices will be located, provides
the classical frame that will support the creativity and life brought by the retailers
at the street level.  They will express their personalities, within the guidelines of the
general concept.”  And Mohindroo’s company will be there for those storeowners
who need a hand to complete their “boutique” presentation.  

By the same token, Mohindroo is involved in the choice of retailers that are
going to populate the Mercantile.  “We are creating a place where shopping will
happen, and where people will have the desire to linger, take a walk, or have a drink
by the fountain,” explains the architect.  Cortese Investment,  known for its careful
choice of retailers, had already hired SZFM design studio to renovate the very suc-
cessful “La Fiesta Square” a few blocks East of the Mercantile.

But where La Fiesta Square was a project involving primarily the renovation
of existing buildings, the Mercantile had to face the complete transformation of a
space: a gas station was in operation at that corner.  Cortese Investment needed the
help of the city to succeed.  In order to secure local support, the developer offered
to open for free to the public the entire underground parking space, after 6 pm.

As a result, the Mercantile should quickly become an essential component
of Lafayette’s  day and night  life.  The building’s  appearance will play a role in
the success of the center in the larger community.  Mohindroo explains how it has
been enhanced by the attention paid to details.  For example, the back of the build-
ing, where outside parking will be provided for shoppers, is being decorated with
locally hand made ceramic tiles that hold one of the recurrent decorative fixtures of
the Mercantile: stars.  This timeless and symbolic motif is found as a weather vane
on the building’s roof, which connects it to the sky, as well as at the bottom of the
fountain in the form of starfish, connecting the ensemble with the sea and the earth. 

This cosmic and harmonic view of space is part of the long term and sustain-
able vision for the Mercantile.   The main street side of the building faces north:  a
good natural lighting opportunity, while simultaneously keeping the structure cool.
The large windows create a balance between glass and wall that’s both esthetically
pleasing and energy efficient.  

Craig Semmelmeyer,  Principal of Main Street Property Services which
leases the retail space, believes the appeal of the building drives the success it has
met with tenants.  As of the end of September, he indicated that 90% of the retail
space was already allocated, with tenants such as Powell’s Sweet Shoppe, Misto
Lino, Yankee Pier, JoS A. Bank and Lavande Nail Spa.  Two spaces, of 1300sq and
833sqf, are still available.   

Rick Steffens of Grubb & Ellis, the company in charge of renting the office
space, says the 2nd floor iss almost entirely rented, with 2800sqf left, and 9000 sqf
is available on the 3rd floor.  That’s about a third of the total 32000sqf of the
buidling’s office space  and Steffens claims there are  letters of intent for the remain-
ing openings.  

Steffens believes the high interest in the building is due to the quality of the
construction, its amenities and convenience, “Lafayette needed a business building
to take pride in,” says the Senior Vice President, “we are looking forward to the sec-
ond week in October when the first tenants move in.”  The building will harbor a
mix of Financial and Health Care professional, including  the recently incorporated
California Bank of Commerce, which will set its headquarters in the Mercantile.
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Highly sought-after neighborhood of only 13
semi-custom homes. Built in 1999, you will
find this home very light and spacious. It fea-
tures 5 bdrms, 3 baths and 2,667sf on a ½ Acre
lot, 3-car garage and extra long driveway.

1969 Holly Creek Place
Concord

Offered at $1,129,000

2bedroom, 1.5bath, 1,314sf town home with
inside laundry, updated kitchen, stainless
steel appliances, new carpet, freshly painted
and a community swimming pool. Near
shopping and excellent Moraga schools.

Offered at $424,900

Incredible private setting with gated drive-
way! 2847sf home on a .84 acre lot, 4 bdrms,
4ba plus 800sf. detached workshop. The ex-
tensive remodeled includes a gorgeous gran-
ite kitchen. Grounds w/pool & spa and more.

20 Crest Rd.
Lafayette

Offered at $1,575,000

Almost 2,500sf, 4bd, 2.5 baths in a FAN-
TASTIC NEIGHBORHOOD. Dramatic entry
with curved staircase, oversized master
suite with tub and shower, beautifully
landscaped front and rear yards.

31 Burnham Court
Pleasant Hill

3239 Judy Lane
Lafayette

Offered at $845,000

Spectacular 3,000 sq ft single story on gor-
geous court! Gorgeous kitchen with granite
and stainless, wine refrigerator and more.
Fabulous landscaping front and back plus pool
and spa with gas and solar heat.  MUST SEE!

617 Hove Ct.
Walnut Creek

Offered at $1,085,000

$100K REDUCTION! Originally built in 1890,
craftsman style hideaway on 1/2+ acre lot
with a vineyard. Park like grounds with
pool. 3 bdrms, 2ba, 2329sf., large deck & 3
fireplaces! Fabulous country kitchen.

Offered at $1,495,000

2129 Ascot Drive, #7
Moraga
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Congratulations to Congratulations to

Keller Williams Realty! Keller Williams Realty!
“Residential Real Estate Company of the Year“Residential  Real Estate Company of the Year

for The East Bay!”* for The East Bay!”*
Awarded by The East Bay Business Times**Awarded by The East Bay Business Times**

Danville Market Center
500 La Gonda Way, Suite 102  | Danville, CA 94526 (925) 855-8333

Find us & our talented agents at www.kw.com

*Award Criteria: The residential real estate brokerage that rose in rank most dramatically in total  sales volume, number of offices and agents in 2005.

** The East Bay Business Times provides comprehensive coverage of business news in Contra Costa, Ala meda & Solano counties. Website: EastBay.bizjournals.com

There are reasons why Keller Williams Realty is the 

fastest growing and fourth largest real estate company in 

North America with over 75,000 Realtors.

 •  Knowledge = Power

 •  Leading-Edge Technology

 •  Teamwork

 •  Reliability
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There are reasons why Keller Williams Realty 
is the fastest growing and fourth largest real estate
company in North America with over 77,000 Realtors.

• Knowledge = Power
• Leading-Edge Technology
• Teamwork
• Reliability
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*Award Criteria: The residential real estate brokerage that rose to rank most dramatically in total sales volume, number of offices and agents, with award presented in October 2006.
** The East Bay Business Times provides comprehensive coverage of business news in Contra Costa, Ala meda & Solano counties. Website: EastBay.bizjournals.com
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