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When Sarah Jessica Parker opened last year’s launch
of the 56th Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF campaign
in New York, she said: “Halloween can be very fo-

cused on the amassing of bucket-loads of sweets.  Yet ‘Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF’ demonstrates that kids can do good deeds
and still have fun. A positive first experience with philanthropy
can lay the groundwork for a lifetime of giving.”  This year,
many Lamorinda community groups are encouraging families
to join the challenge. So don’t be surprised when young trick-or-
treaters come to your door this Halloween toting an orange
UNICEF box along with the usual plastic pumpkin basket or
devilishly decorated goodie bag, and have some pocket change
handy by the candy bowl.

UNICEF is the acronym of the United Nation Children’s
Fund.  It began as the “Food for Europe” program after WWII
and became an integral part of the UN in 1953. Every year, more
than 10 million children under the age of five die totally pre-
ventable deaths.  

UNICEF works with governments, national and international
agencies and civil society to support effective and essential actions at
each phase of the life cycle of the child, from the mother’s pregnancy
through early childhood, preschool and school-age years and adoles-
cence.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF was started in 1950 when a group of
young trick-or-treaters went door-to-door on Halloween night in
Philadelphia, carrying milk cartons to collect change.  The result was
much bigger than they could ever have imagined, since over the past 56
years the children of the United States have raised more than $132 mil-
lion to help build a better future for children around the globe.

Some in Lamorinda have taken over the challenge and this year,
community groups and schools are joining forces.  The Moraga Junior
Womens’ Club joined the fund raising effort two years ago. Anne Robles,
a mother of 3 young children, says, “Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF is a
great way to teach our children that there are less fortunate children in the
world and that this is one way in which they can help.”  Mei Lin Wolff,
who started the program for the Moraga Juniors, said the experience was
great: “My daughter, who attended school at Glorietta, went with a group
of friends and the response was unanimously positive. Some people were
surprised, but most remembered doing it during their childhood or having
had their kids doing it.”  “Some people didn’t have change,” she adds,
“so we ended up getting $5 and $20 bills!” 

Robles campaigned to get other groups to join in, and this year the
Lafayette Juniors and the Lamorinda Moms Club plan to share in the
philanthropic effort.  “It is amazing what difference even small amounts
of money can make,” adds Robles.  According to UNICEF data, $1 pro-
tects a child from polio for life.  Additionally, $1 immunizes one child
against the deadly disease measles. Measles claims more children's lives
each year than wars, famines, and natural disasters combined.  $2 can
provide 66 children with vitamin A capsules for a year. Vitamin A protects
children from permanent blindness, helps them grow strong and protects
against certain types of infections.  $2.46 can buy school supplies, such
as pencils, books, chalk, slate board and paper for one child for one year.

$9 buys a pack of 200 water purifi-
cation tablets.  Drinking unsafe
water can lead to diarrheal diseases,
which kills 1.5 million children
each year.

The “Leadership” class at
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School is a veteran of the program.
For 10 years now the middle school
students have participated, raising
anywhere from a few hundred to more than a thousand dollars depending
on the year.  Gerald Gruen, the Leadership teacher, explains that the stu-
dents chose a different way to raise money this year.  “The students have
dropped boxes in every first period class and organized a competition
between them,” says Gruen, “some classes have already required addi-
tional boxes and we are very excited to see the outcome.”  

Pier 1 Imports,  a corporate sponsor of the project, gives away the
orange containers for free.  The Walnut Creek store, 2099 Mount Diablo
Blvd # 101, confirmed that it has many containers available in a basket
just inside the entryway. For more information on this program and on
actions developed by the UNICEF go to www.unicef.org.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF
Lamorinda kids continue a 57 year old American tradition
By Sophie Braccini

Trick-or-Treating for UNICEF (top to bottom, left to right): Photo Sophie Braccini
Anne Robles holding baby Carly, Andrea Lucacher, Kelly Robles, Charlie and Grace Woidat
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H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.

• MORTGAGE LOANS •

Purchases  •  Refinances  •  Prompt Pre Approvals

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

253-5920
Saturday by Appointment

8 Camino Encinas Suite 220  •  Orinda  •  www.hrsavagemortgage.com

$431 per sq ft. and Lafayette schools.   
Must see beautiful home on large wooded lot.     
Remodeled kitchen with granite, stainless steel 

appliances & cherry cabinets. 
4 large bedrooms & 31/2 baths including Master Suite 

and Au Pair suite with separate entrance.    Very quiet area.

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette

Offered at $1,199,000

Marty Tuominen
J. Rockcliff Realtors

mtuominen@rockcliff.com

Direct: (925) 253-7032
Mobile: (925) 482-4204

www .mar t y tuom inen . com

89 Davis Rd., Suite 100  •  Orinda

http://www.martytuominen.com
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You are cordially invited to…
ABsolute Center’s Grand Re-Opening Celebration to benefit 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Thursday, November 8th

4:30 p.m.  Chamber Ribbon Cutting
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Cocktail Reception with special 

performances by the Pilates Demo Team

Special Grand Opening Week, November 2nd – 8th
With your donation, enjoy any of our scheduled classes* or Celebration Classes listed below:
• Monday, November 5th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Combo Class:  Pilates, Yoga, and Reconditioning

• Tuesday, November 6th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Intro to Reformer (limited to six people)
• Wednesday, November 7th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Combo Class:  Pilates, Yoga, & Reconditioning

Please contact ABsolute Center for further inquiries at 925.299.9642
* See our web site for scheduled classes www.absolutecenter.net

All  Charitable contributions will benefit St.Jude Children’s Research Hospital

http://www.pixeloutpost.com
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969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616 •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

Season End Clearance
Road Bikes: 
Look, Orbea, Trek, Calfee,
Lemond, Co-Motion, Moots

Mountain Bikes: 
Santa Cruz, Gary Fisher,
Trek, Ellsworth

All 
‘06 & ‘07

Bikes
10-40% OFF

Traeger Wood
Pellet Grills

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm Sun: 9am-5pm

(925) 376-3600
1409 Moraga Way 

Moraga Shopping Center

HARDWARE LUMBER

since 1967Saturday, Oct. 20th

We’re 
Smokin’ 

all day! All Demo Grills will be 
sold with ... see pg. 3see details page 3




