
Fundraising carwashes have always been a
part of life in Lamorinda. Between the
Boy Scouts, high school academic clubs

and sports teams, few weekends pass without one.
Due to policies being enforced of late by the Cen-
tral Costa County Sanitary District (CCCSD),
some of these casual carwashes were having trou-
ble finding a good home. 

In many cases,  the wastewater from the car-
washes was running down storm drains and flow-
ing from there through the systems of creeks and
rivers that lead either to reservoirs of drinking
water or into the Bay.  The CCCSD has put a stop

to this practice, and local storm drain enforcement
personnel are out on weekends looking for viola-
tors.

So what was Boy Scout Troop 234 to do?
Twice a year for the past several years the Troop
has held a carwash. Carwash organizer Tony Silva,
who admits that his first reaction was “More reg-
ulations?! More work?!” had to come up with a
way to keep up the tradition. 

Using a plug for the storm drain, a couple of
sump pumps and an elaborate array of hoses, Silva
built a system that channeled the waste water not
into the storm drain but into a floor drain in the

bathroom of a nearby service station; a drain that
leads to the sewer and a wastewater treatment fa-
cility. 

“It took a lot of people to pull this off,” says
Silva. The service station is Lamorinda Gas and
Motorsport on Moraga Road. Owner Robert
Smeyne donated the water for washing, the elec-
tricity to power the pumps, and of course his bath-
room floor in support of the troop.  The Bruzzone
family owns the land the carwash is held on, and
Bill Snider of Moraga Hardware and Lumber gave
the Troop a generous discount on the hoses needed
for the set-up. Scout Master and chief cook Steve
Israel kept the carwashers well fed.

Finally, Silva wants to acknowledge the help

and enthusiasm of the CCCSD’s Colleen Henry,
who worked with him on the permit approval
process. “It was best experience I’ve ever had with
a bureaucracy,” he said with a smile. “Colleen was
very enthusiastic about our system; we even got
the permit for free.”

Henry asked Silva if he was willing to serve
as a resource for other groups, and Silva agreed.
He is still working out the details, but expects to
offer advice, assistance and equipment rental to
other non-profit groups. Any funds raised by this
service would, of course, go into the coffers of
Troop 234 to offset the $500+ cost of acquiring all
of the parts and equipment they needed to build
their system.

When Sarah Jessica Parker opened
last year’s launch of the 56th Trick-
or-Treat for UNICEF campaign in

New York, she said: “Halloween can be very fo-
cused on the amassing of bucket-loads of sweets.
Yet ‘Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF’ demonstrates

that kids can do good deeds and still have fun. A
positive first experience with philanthropy can
lay the groundwork for a lifetime of giving.”
This year, many Lamorinda community groups
are encouraging families to join the challenge.
So don’t be surprised when young trick-or-
treaters come to your door this Halloween toting
an orange UNICEF box along with the usual
plastic pumpkin basket or devilishly decorated

goodie bag, and have some pocket change
handy by the candy bowl.

UNICEF is the acronym of the
United Nation Children’s Fund.  It began
as the “Food for Europe” program after
WWII and became an integral part of the
UN in 1953. Every year, more than 10
million children under the age of five die
totally preventable deaths.  

... continued on page 7 
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Traeger Wood
Pellet Grills

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm Sun: 9am-5pm

(925) 376-3600
1409 Moraga Way 

Moraga Shopping Center

HARDWARE LUMBER

since 1967Saturday, Oct. 20th

We’re 
Smokin’ 

all day! All Demo Grills will be 
sold with ... see pg. 3see details page 3

Trick-or-Treat 
for UNICEF
Lamorinda kids continue a 
57 year old American tradition
By Sophie Braccini

See our Calendar on page 6 
for a list of  seasonal festivities

Troop 234 Holds its First Environmentally Friendly Carwash
By Lee Borrowman

Orinda Walks to Work and Bikes to School
By Lee Borrowman

Glorietta families walked or biked together 

Photo courtesy of Sue Severson

The weather could have been better, but that
didn’t stop some Orindans from participat-
ing in the Walk/Bike/Bus to School and

Work Day on Wednesday, October 10.  The event was
sponsored by the City of Orinda and the Traffic
Safety Advisory Committee  (TSAC) in support of
the National Walk and Bike to School and Work Day,
held annually in early October, and to increase aware-
ness for improving pedestrian and bicycle pathways
in our community. TSAC has committed to creating
an Orinda Master Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan, which
will facilitate obtaining grants to make badly needed
improvements. 

Although conditions in Orinda are not ideal for
safe walking and biking, the hope of the City was that
this day would help educate and give focus on the

need for improvements in this area. By encouraging
parent participation in walking with their children and
neighborhoods walking together, the City hoped to
create a positive and safe environment, especially for
school age children.  Other goals included reducing
traffic congestion, improving air quality, being more
environmentally friendly, and enhancing the health
of citizens.

As it turned, the greatest numbers of participants
could be found on their way to school. Council  mem-
ber Sue Severson was at Glorietta  that morning,
handing out stickers. “I was impressed with the stu-
dent and parent enthusiasm for a walk/bike to school
day. The extra benefit of families and friends coming
together was heartwarming,” Severson said. 

... continued on page 4

Tony Silva (orange shirt, hat) watches the pumps at work Photo Andy Scheck

utumn events abound!



Before Burton Valley’s Rancho
Colorados Swim and Tennis

Club (Rancho) can proceed with a
proposed renovation project, the
Planning Commission encouraged
Rancho’s Board of Directors to
come to an agreement with the 18
neighbors on the private portion of
Rohrer Drive.  Since the main
building at Rancho has been there
since 1960, and is badly in need of
improvement and the last request
for a membership increase was way
back in 1966, one would think
changes to Rancho wouldn’t be a
problem.

Although 84% of Rancho’s
current 250 families approved plans
last year to hire an architect to pro-
ceed with the design, adjacent to
Rancho the eighteen neighboring
families weren’t so sure.  Their
major concerns aren’t even about
the proposed new 2,395 square foot
Clubhouse.  

Rather, their primary concern
is about increasing the membership
from 250 to 300 families and asso-
ciated impacts.  The neighbors
would also like Rancho’s Board of
Directors to certify that Rancho is
in compliance with all conditions of
approval and that Traffic Manage-

ment guidelines are enforced.
These concerns are included in the
Planning Commission Staff Re-
port, where staff recommended 14
project specific land use condi-
tions of approval covering every-
thing from hours of operations, to
number of swim meets, parking
spaces and more.

After spending quite a bit of
time meeting with neighbor repre-
sentatives, Rancho Board President
Todd Mullins said the Club has
agreed with the neighbors on a
number of issues including, re-
moval of proposed tennis court
lighting, hours of use, number of
swim meets, limited number of
members, noise, and the appoint-
ment of a Traffic Manager to over-
see parking issues.  

A letter to the Lafayette Plan-
ning Commission received Sep-
tember 26, 2007 from neighbors
William Gavan and Tom Lowe
stated, “As of this date, Rancho and
the neighbors have essentially
reached agreement on all of the
major issues as outlined in the draft
agreement with the exception of the
number of member families that
will be permitted.”  It goes on to say
they will compromise and agree to

275 member families.
At the early October Plan-

ning Commission meeting neigh-
bor Steve Peers surprised most
everyone in attendance and offi-
cially withdrew from the tentative
agreement between Rancho and the
neighbors, citing that year after year
Rancho is not in compliance with
their current use permit and that the
proposed increase to 300 families is
just too many.  Another neighbor
spoke up pointing out that Rancho
has reneged on all of its promised
compromises.  A third neighbor
complained that she was okay with
25 additional families, but not spe-
cial events that might go until mid-
night.

Brad Fox, Rancho Treasurer
for five of the last six years noted
that the club has an infrequent park-
ing problem, especially during
swim meets.  To address that, Ran-
cho has developed a Parking and
Traffic Management Plan, which

was reviewed and approved by the
Circulation Commission at their
September meeting.  

Mullins added that Rancho
has worked hard to educate club
users about the private road, posting
information on their website, in
their quarterly club newsletter,
telling outside swim teams specifi-
cally where to park and sending out
notices to members.  He agreed that
on occasion in the past, some peo-
ple have parked illegally, but within
a few minutes those cars were
moved.  Finally, during the last four
years serving on the Board there
has not been one complaint about
parking problems or traffic by the
neighbors at a Board meeting.

Parking will continue to be a
problem, due to the City’s limited
ability to enforce parking on a pri-
vate road.  One viable option avail-
able to disgruntled homeowners is
to tow illegally parked vehicles.  At
this point, it seems like the neigh-

bors don’t like that option.  The
Planning Commission directed staff
to consult with the City Attorney in
terms of an enforceable condition
of approval pertaining to parking on
a private street.  

In the end, the Planning
Commission was willing to support
25 additional members to Rancho,
bringing their current membership
to 275 families, provided that the
club returns in two years to revisit
the process and check on Rancho’s
compliance with the conditions of
approval.  

Planning Technician Michael
Cass noted, “This has been a some-
what contentious project.”  This
was the sixth public hearing on this
matter and it still isn’t finalized.
The matter is tentatively scheduled
to be reviewed by the Design Re-
view Commission on October 23,
2007, prior to returning to the Plan-
ning Commission for final action.
Stay tuned.

It’s not too late, grab your
sneakers, get the dog and

head to downtown Lafayette
for the 15th annual Reservoir
Run.  The event, sponsored by
the Chamber of Commerce,
features a 10K length for seri-
ous runners, a 5K run for semi-
serious runners and a 2-mile
race for families with kids in
strollers and dogs on leashes.
The out and back course starts
at Mt. Diablo between First
Street and Moraga Road.

Last year over 2,000 peo-
ple participated, along with
scores of sideline supporters.
Money raised will be divided
between Lafayette
schools and the Cham-
ber of Commerce for
their services and
programs.  Music
will be provided by Stanley
Middle School.  After the
workout runners and their sup-

port teams are in-
vited to a pan-
cake breakfast
available for
$5.00 pro-
vided by the

Lafayette Rotary.
Pre-regis-

tration is avail-

able through the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce,

www.lafayettecham-
ber.org or www.ac-
tive.org.  Adult

pre-registration is $26,
youth pre-registration is

$18., but runners can still
sign up on race day from

6:30 on, $30 for adults, $23
for youths.  The fee includes
all the water you can drink,
provided at strategic spots

along the routes, a goody bag,
and a long sleeve T-shirt, while
supplies last.

Participants are encour-
ages to park and BART.  Race
times are staggered, beginning
at 8:30 for the 5K, 8:45 for the
10K and 9:00 for the 2-mile
event.  For more information,
see www.lafayettechamber.org
or see www.YouTube.com for
an interesting video – just type
in Lafayette Reservoir Run.
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City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Calendar

check online:
Town of Lafayette:
http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
for:
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates
Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org
for:
• local businesses
• upcomming events

Tuesday, Nov 13
Monday, Nov 26
Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Nov 1
Thursday, Nov 15
Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, Oct 23
Tuesday, Nov 6
Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center
500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, Nov 14

Circulation 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Nov 15

Emergency Prep. 9:15am
City Offices
3675 Mt, Diablo Blvd. Suite 265

Wednesday, Nov 14
Youth Services 6pm
Community Center, Eldenberg Room
500 St Mary’s Road
Monday, Nov 5

Vandalism, 10/02/07  Unlucky
victim parked and locked his car
on the street in front of his home
on Green Place and went inside.
Owner returned to vehicle about
an hour later and saw that the
front passenger window was bro-
ken.  Nothing was missing from
the car and there was no other
damage.

More Vandalism, 10/02/07  Two
sets of expensive golf clubs were
taken via the smashed rear win-
dow of a vehicle parked in a
driveway on Hidalgo Court.  The
owner of the car and the clubs
didn’t hear a darn thing.  Two
sets of clubs, estimated value
$2,500 each, for a total of
$5,000.

Even More Vandalism, 10/01/07
An individual left his car parked
and locked in his Warner Court
driveway.  An unknown suspect
smashed the rear passenger win-
dow.  Nothing was taken and the
car was still locked when the po-
lice came to investigate.  No
leads or witnesses.  

Yet Another Vehicle Petty Theft,
10/01/07  At about 7:00 p.m. an
Audi A4 was parked in the drive-
way of a Robles Court home.
When the owner came out at
about 8:30 a.m. the next morn-
ing, he found an unknown sus-
pect had entered the car and
stolen a silver Canon Elph cam-
era, valued at $150, and a set of
12 champagne flutes and a silver
ice bucket, valued at $200.

Ware  Des ign s
Fine Jewelry since 1977

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 WWed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/15/07.
Usually installed while you wait. 
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

Your children are precious, aren’t they? And one of their most precious gifts is
their eyes. That’s why we encourage you to have your children’s eyes examined
first at nine months of age, again at three years, and regularly after that.

Who are we? We’re the University of California Eye Center in Berkeley, a key
part of UC’s top-rated School of Optometry. And we can offer you a great deal
of expertise with youngsters’ eyes.

In fact, here at UC we’ve developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play, and to
diagnose and treat any vision problems even before they can read an eye chart.

We take most vision insurance plans, and accept all major
credit cards. So bring in the whole family for their eye exams.
(You’ll absolutely love our Eye Wear Center, with its incredible
selection of designer frames!) We’ll look for you!

open
tue-sat

9:30-4:30

Something for Everyone at the Reservoir Run
By Cathy Tyson

Rancho vs. The Neighbors
By Cathy Tyson

Proposed Rancho Colorados front entry view Graphic provided

Burton Valley’s Rancho Colorados Swim and Tennis Club (Rancho)

Get your skin ready for the Holiday’s!

The Nature of Sience & Beauty
Free Hair Removal (10min) with any Botox® Cosmetic

(min 25 units purchased)
Free Hand or Foot Treatment with any Spa Facial

$100 Off Fraxel Laser Treatment
FRAXEL® Laser Treatment - Botox® Cosmetic - Restylane and other

William Birdsong, MD  •  The Clocktower, 3579 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 283-6975 •  www.aspenmedspa.com

Call Today for a free Clarity Pro Computerized Skin Analysis! Value $50. Expires 11/30/07

$250 OFF

A Local Contractor Living & Working In
The Lamorinda Area For Over 20 Years

FREE Estimates 283-8621

A Color Coordinated Exterior Paint 
Job By us will make your home 
Appraisal at least $20,000 Higher!
B.A. Neilson, April 2003

Fully Insured State Contractors Lic. #342005

All Work Supervised By Owner/Contractor
• Re-painting Specialist 
• Color Coordinating
• Remodeling 

• Restorations 
• Waterproofing
• Redwood Deck Renewal
• Acoustic Ceiling Removal

Complete Interior
or Exterior



The City of Moraga is revising
its sign ordinance and has de-

cided to involve the business com-
munity right from the start.  On
October 9th, Planning Director
Lori Salamack made a comprehen-
sive presentation of the draft proj-
ect during a public session of the
“Citizens Land Use Academy” at
the Hacienda de las Flores.  The
session was well attended by busi-
ness owners and managers, includ-

ing representatives from  the
Rheem Pet Shoppe, Curves, UPS,
Huntington Learning Center, Lori’s
Perfect Tan, Long’s, Elena Hood
Real Estate and the Moraga Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Salamack made a detailed
presentation of the draft ordinance.
She explained that the draft had
been designed with discussion in
mind.  The sizes of the different
types of signs, the categories that

need a permit or the regulation of
banners have been set at a minimum
so the community can propose im-
provements.  One of the main char-
acteristics of this ordinance is that it
will be “content neutral,” meaning
that rules will apply to any type of
sign (permanent, semi-permanent,
removable) independently of its
content.  For example, V-shaped
signs that are used by real estate pro-
fessionals will follow the same rules
as farmers’ market, garage sale or
any other V-shaped signs.

... continued on page 8

The Moraga Movers kicked
off its fall membership drive

at the Moraga Commons Pear Fes-
tival on September 29. The 2008
application forms are available at
the Hacienda Park office and La
Sala or by calling the office at 376-
6622. Applicants joining between
October 1 and the end of Decem-
ber will automatically be members
through 2008. Moraga Movers is
dedicated to activities and needs
for adults 55 plus and the nominal
dues are tax deductible. 

For those unfamiliar with
some of the exciting activities of-
fered to members, the Moraga
Movers’ Chuck Treat offers this ac-
count of a recent excursion:

Dottie Baker led fifty-five
Moraga Movers and Lafayette
Seniors to San Francisco for the
Fleet Week Air Show finale, Bay
Cruise and  buffet on Sunday Octo-
ber 7.

Upon  boarding  The San
Francisco Belle, a 295 foot long,
four deck river boat replica, the

crew led us to our reserved seating
on the first deck where we enjoyed
a buffet lunch. They kept our Mi-
mosa flutes filled and the ship's
whistle sounded as we got under-
way at 2:30. The Bay was full of
sailboats and motor craft of all
types including the California Mar-
itime Academy's Golden Bear,
USS Jeremiah O'Brien, and FDR's
yacht Potomac now restored and
operating out of Jack London
Square.  

The Air Show started with a
fly-by by Air Force Captain Russ
Piggott, a Lafayette native and pilot
for the USAF Viper West Coast
Demonstration team flying an F-16
Fighter, and his 65 year old father,
Lafayette resident John Piggott,
flying in tight formation next to his
son in his Russian Sukhoi Su-29
war bird. They made numerous
passes right overhead. Next up was
John Piggott in his Pitts Special bi-
plane. The Pitts biplane is small but
was easy to follow by its tail of
smoke as Piggott performed acro-

batics from just feet above the Bay
surface to what I estimate was
5,000 feet or higher.

The Blue Angels, six Navy
fighters with their C130 support
plane then roared overhead and the
grand finale was on. They put on a
spectacular show of close precision
flying while trailing red, white and
blue smoke, first at high speed and
then at low speed with landing gear
and tail hooks down. Their signa-
ture aerobatic is flying straight up,
make that vertical, and then rolling
over to fly straight down as they
trail smoke causing some of us to
wonder if they will pull up in time.
They do. 

We arrived back in Moraga
that evening thoroughly satisfied
with our Fleet Week adventure.
We vowed to return next year
and all agreed that Dottie Baker
had delivered yet another memo-
rable excursion.
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Rapper Guys Come to Campo,
10/05/07  At approximately 10:22 in
the morning, officers came to check
on two suspicious subjects.  One of the
subjects, a black male in his twenties
dressed in baggy clothing had long
corn rows and gold teeth was seen rap-
ping with his pal, also a black male.
The pair was walking around campus
rapping with a boom box.  Peter Nit-
tler, who happened to be enjoying a
Chemistry test at the time, said the
whole class started laughing when the
young men were outside of his class-
room.   His teacher was not amused.

Car Stolen, 10/07/07  A Springfield
drive resident parked his car in the
driveway and went inside his home.
When he came out the next morning
at 8:00, his vehicle was gone.  All
keys to the vehicle were accounted
for except for an extra key that was
kept in the center console. 

Tires trashed, 10/05/07  An Ascot
drive resident called police to report
that his left front and rear tire had
been punctured while parked in an
unassigned parking stall at the apart-
ment complex.  

Burglary, 10/04/07  A Sanders Drive
resident was away from his home for
several hours.  When he returned he
discovered someone had entered
using a pry bar and forced entry via
the side garage door.  Several items
were missing.  The victim said he had
no idea who would enter his home
and steal his property.

Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station
1280 Moraga Way

City Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo

Calendar

check online:
Town of Moraga:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
for:
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates

Wednesday , Oct 24
Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, Nov 5
Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Nov 13

Youth Involvement 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Thursday, Nov 8

Park & Rec 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Nov 20

Friday, Nov 9
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Internet
Home & Office Visits
24 Hour Emergency

Service
Over 30 Years 

Experience
Windows • Mac

Linux • Unix

Computer
Repair 

or Servicewww.DiabloLink.net

925-465-9567
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Moraga Buy 1st 1/2 hr at $49
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Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

• French Drains
• Underfloor Drains
• Downspout Systems
• Subdrain Systems
• Sump Pumps
• Retaining Walls

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208

925•377•9209
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com

“For all your drainage needs”

Rheem Valley Automotive

455 Center Street
in the Rheem Valley

Shopping Center 925.377.6020
Complete Repair Shop

� most cars Super Smog Special:

$39.95
+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee

coupon required exp. 10-31   

Ascot Intersection Design Underway
Camino Pablo Bumps Haunt Council Meeting
By Steve Angelides

The design work for safety im-
provements to the intersection

at Ascot Drive and Moraga Road
has begun under the $115,000 con-
tact approved by the Town Council,
at a meeting haunted by references
to the Camino Pablo road bumps,
which were not on the agenda.

The Ascot design work is the
first phase of the $683,000 project
which will be funded by a $601,000
grant supplemented by Measure C
road funds and garbage franchise
fees. The recommended design is

schedule to be presented to the
Town’s Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee (TSAC) on November
7, and then to the Council on No-
vember 14 or 28.

The contract approved by the
Council states that the civil engineer
will “prepare plans, specifications
and estimates for median islands,
driveway modifications, and ADA
compliant curb ramps.” It states that
the traffic engineer “will design the
signals for the project and design
signal interconnect with the Donald

Drive signal.” Town Engineer Jill
Mercurio told the Council that the
contract “includes the study of all al-
ternatives up to and including full
signalization.”

Three Ascot Drive residents
commended the Council for under-
taking the Ascot project, and spoke
in favor of full signalization of the
intersection. They commented on
the difficulty of turning left from
Ascot onto Moraga Road, especially
during the morning rush hour.

... continued on page 8

Sign Ordinance in Moraga: 
the Business Community Gets Involved
By Sophie Braccini

The Right Lender to KnowTM

“My clients keep coming back

because they know I’ll find

them the best loan program,

at the best rate, every time.”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant
Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com
www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

1777 Botelho Drive • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
serving Lamorinda since 1986

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

925-627-7109

Support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping with our advertisers and telling 
them you saw their ad!        Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Moraga Movers Go to Fleet Week 
Submitted by George Fisher and Chuck Treat

A good time was had by all Photo submitted

Moraga Shopping Center

Support your locally owned & operated businesses
and shop in town

All Demo grills to be sold at cost including free cover

a unique lifestyle store   

Saturday, 
October 20th 

Demonstrating 
Traeger Wood Pellet Grills
BBQ samples 
Prize Giveaways Throughout the Day

We’re Smokin’ all day!

1409 Moraga Way   •   (925) 376-3600   •   1480 G Moraga Road



When you ask Tereza
Vertatova what she

likes best about life in Orinda,
she replies with assurance and
a smile, “I like meeting people.
There are lots of people from
all over the world here.” Six-
teen year-old Tereza is from
Tabor in the Czech Republic.
She is spending a semester at
Miramonte High School as part
of the visiting student program
sponsored by the Orinda/Tabor
Sister City Foundation. 

Tabor is a medieval city
with a rich and turbulent his-
tory located approximately 60
miles south of Prague. “I’m
used to all the old buildings in
my country. I see America as
young in this aspect,” notes
Tereza. She finds the weather
and terrain in northern Califor-
nia a bit different too. “We
have four seasons in the Czech
Republic. I’m not used to the
cool mornings and hot days.
That’s why I have a cold now,”
she reports with a sniffle and
adds, “We have hills in Tabor,
but they are not so big.”

Having never been to the
United States before, Tereza
was motivated to head west to
improve her English language
skills and to do some explor-
ing. Already, her conversa-
tional English is impeccable
and includes a smattering of
colloquialisms that make it dif-
ficult to distinguish her from
any other high school student.
As for exploring, she’s been
shopping in San Francisco,
kayaking in Carmel, and plans
to go hiking in Yosemite soon.

Now a junior at Mira-
monte, Tereza was intrigued by
the opportunity to take an elec-
tive such as Contemporary Is-
sues. “This class is pretty hard
for me, but I like it. I get to see
the world from the American
perspective, the American
point of view—this is interest-
ing.” She is also taking Spanish
and running on the cross coun-
try track team.

Although she misses her
family and friends back in

Tabor, Tereza has found the
student body at Miramonte
very welcoming and helpful.
“Everyone talks to me and asks
me where I am from. They are
curious, and I think this is
good,” she explains. Tereza
will have two more years of
high school to complete when

she returns to the Czech Re-
public in February. She plans to
go to college possibly majoring
in languages. Tereza would like
to return to California some-
day, and she adds, “I hope that
some of the friends that I made
here will come visit me in the
Czech Republic.”
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City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Calendar

check online:
Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
for: • all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orinda

chamber.org/
• local businesses

• upcomming events

Tuesday, Nov 6

Tuesday, Oct 23
Traffic Safety Advisory 7pm
Community Room City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Oct 22
Hist. Landmark Comm. 3pm
Gallery Room, Upper Level
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, Oct 23
Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Nov 5

Bad Parent-Sitting, 10/09/07  The
son of an El Toyonal resident is the
sole caretaker of his 93-year-old
mother, they both live in the same
home.  The son drove mom to
downtown Orinda to do some er-
rands and left his mother in his
parked car for approximately three
hours.  Son became intoxicated
and forgot not only where he
parked his car, but that his elderly
mother was in it.  The son got a
ride home and reported his mother
missing to the police.  His mother
was found in Orinda and returned
home.  A report was sent to Adult
Protective Services.

Stolen Laptop, 10/08/07  A Dia
Dorados resident was visiting the
Orinda Community Park one day
with her laptop.  She left it on a
park bench near the gazebo for
approximately 45 minutes.  Upon
her return to the bench, she found
her Compaq notebook computer
missing.

Auto Burglary, 10/4/07  Someone
broke the window of a locked car
parked at Wagner Ranch School
and took the owner’s black purse,
which was slightly covered by
clothing.  The purse was taken
sometime between 9:00 a.m. and
11:40 a.m. when the victim was
alerted to the broken window.  Po-
lice found all the doors to the vehi-
cle still locked. 

Teens Find Place To Party,
10/02/07  Approximately eight
people, mostly juveniles entered
an El Gavilan home while the
homeowner was away.  The sus-
pects were found drinking alcohol
and smoking pot and allegedly
using Ecstacy.  No damage was
done to the house and nothing was
stolen.  No one had permission to
enter the home. 

Planning Comm. 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

/html/read.html

(a pdf reader is required)

Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Orinda

Strategic Mortgage Planners
° Residential Properties

° Equity Respositioning

° Commercial Properties

° Investment Properties

° Debt & Equity Analysis

Cory B. Reid, CMC

2 Theatre Square, Suite 310 ° Orinda, CA 94563
p. 925.317.7601

cbr@fountainheadmortgage.com

California ° Colorado ° Idaho ° Oregon ° Utah ° Washington 
DRE Lic #01355782

MOR TGAGE
F O U N TA I N H E A D

Get a great massage that fits
your busy schedule and budget.

Franchises Available | Massageenvy.com | Convenient Hours. 
Open 7 Days: M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Valid for first one hour session, which consists of a 50 minute massage and time for
consultation and dressing. Not valid for non-member gift certificate purchase. Prices subject to
change. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. 2007 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.

Pleasant Hill
20 Crescent Drive, Suite A
Downtown Pleasant Hill between Hallmark and Sweet Tomatoes
925-689-3689

Nothing compares to how you’ll feel after a great massage by a
professional licensed, massage therapist. With convenient locations 
and evening and weekend hours. Massage Envy fits perfectly 
into your busy life. Finally, a great massage for every body.

INTRODUCTORY 1-Hour
MASSAGE SESSION

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

• Affordable Monthly Rentals • Enrichment Programs

• Newly Remodeled • Computer Center

• Private Patio/Balcony • Library with Cozy Fireplace

• Gracious   Restaurant   Style   Dining • Outdoor Sitting Areas

• Weekly Housekeeping • Covered Parking Available

• Scheduled Transportation • Pet Friendly Community

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Orinda Walks to Work and Bikes to School
... continued from page 1

“The kids loved it,”
wrote Severson later, in a
statement sent out on behalf
of the event’s sponsors, “we
got cars off the streets and
also took a step toward be-
coming more environmen-
tally aware.

As follow-up, the City
of Orinda is seeking your
input into how
walkable/bikeable our
streets are in terms of get-
ting our children to school
safely. Checklists can be
found in pdf format on the
City’s website
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us.
When completed, these can
be mailed to the City Man-
ager, City of Orinda, PO
Box 2000, Orinda, CA
94573. This information is
critical to the Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee as we
work through our Safe
Routes to School initia-
tives. Thank you for partic-
ipating, it was a success
because of you!”

And While We’re 
on the Subject…

Orinda’s Traffic Safety Ad-
visory Committee recently un-
veiled its new Neighborhood
Traffic Management Program,
which summarizes the ultimate
goal of traffic calming as “to
provide a safer and more livable
environment for residents,
pedestrians, bicyclists and chil-
dren.” The next time you’re in-
side on a rainy day, check it out
at http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us. 

Among other things, the
plan describes the process by
which residents can request
traffic calming measures, pro-
vides traffic calming request
forms, spells out the City’s pol-
icy on “speed cushions” and
lists the streets for which
speed cushions will not be
considered.  That list includes
arterial streets such as Bear
Creek Rd, Camino Pablo, Glori-
etta, Moraga Way and Rheem
Blvd, as well as many smaller
“collector” streets.

This Glorietta family invited their dog to join in the fun
Photo courtesy of Sue Severson

Orinda Has a Young Visitor from Tabor
By Andrea A. Firth

1031 
Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 
based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

PRESIDIO EXCHANGE ADVISORS, A BRANCH OFFICE OF OMNI BROKERAGE, INC

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

Tereza Vertatova, visiting student from Tabor in the Czech Republic.
Photo Andrea Firth



Living in Baghdad’s “Green
Zone” shortly after the US in-

vasion of Iraq, Rajiv Chan-
drasekaran, a young journalist for
the Washington Post and alumni of
Campolindo High School, was
keenly aware of the privileged en-
clave he was working in as the war
raged all around.  Yet, it was from
this stable aberration that most
American officials based their deci-
sions on rebuilding Iraq and as
Chandrasekaran argues, that’s ex-
actly why the decisions were so out
of touch with Iraqi reality.  

Chandrasekaran moved to
Moraga with his family from Palo
Alto in 1987 and he completed his
high school years at Campolindo.
There, his favorite subjects were sci-
ence and math and he actively con-

sidered becoming a doctor or engi-
neer.  However, his interest in news
research and reporting started with
his participation in “La Puma,”
Campo’s student newspaper.  He re-
members how Edward Hewitson,
English teacher and journalism ad-
viser had a profound influence on
him and his interest in reporting the
news.  

After graduating, Chan-
drasekaran re-crossed the bay to at-
tend Stanford where he majored in
Political Science.  There too, he
gravitated toward journalism and
edited the Stanford Daily, the stu-
dent newspaper that’s been publish-
ing news since 1892.  A month after
graduation, Chandrasekaran was of-
fered an internship at the Washing-
ton Post that eventually turned into a
permanent position.  

At the Post, Chandrasekaran
began reporting on business issues
and his background in Silicon Val-
ley made him a perfect choice for
covering technology issues.  In
2000, he was offered the opportu-
nity to cover South East Asia for
the Post.   In Chandrasekaran’s
words, “this was a great new ad-
venture, I had never traveled to that
part of the world, and I was inter-
ested in living overseas, in discov-
ering new countries as well as
seeing my own from further away.”  

At 26, he found himself sta-
tioned in Djakarta Indonesia for 2 ½
years.  There he covered issues and
events such as the 2000 Olympic
games in Sydney, Australia and
President Clinton’s historic visit to
Vietnam.  After 9/11, he reported ex-
tensively from the hot spots of Pak-
istan and Afghanistan.
Chandrasekaran believes that his
physical appearance might have al-
lowed him to be accepted in this part
of the world.  In 2002, his editor
moved him to Cairo so he could bet-
ter cover the Middle East.   Then he
was stationed in Baghdad six
months prior to the commencement
of the Iraqi war and became the
Post's bureau chief in Baghdad Au-
gust 2004.

From his experiences came
the book: “Imperial Life in the
Emerald City – Inside Iraq’s Green
Zone.”  “It was a crazy world inside
the Green Zone,” says Chan-
drasekaran, “many of the decisions
were made in the protected area by
people who had been sent by the
White House based on political loy-
alty rather than cultural, technical or
operational competency. 

They didn’t always see what
was really important and relevant
to the Iraqi people like jobs or elec-
tricity.”  Chandrasekaran witnessed
the aftermath and how it led to

protests and dissatisfaction with
the American occupation.  

... continued on page 6
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Life in LAMORINDA

33 LAFAYETTE CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE
(in La Fiesta Square) • 925.962.1900

Experience our top quality Aesthetic Services, 
performed by our new professional and 
knowledgeable Aesthetician, Monique.

Book an appointment by October 31st  
and you’ll receive

FULL SERVICE SALON  I  CUSTOMIZED SKIN CARE & MAKE-UP  I  LUXURIOUS FACIALS
WAXING SERVICES  I  PLUS, HAIR CUT & COLOR SPECIALIST  I  EXCLUSIVE KERASTASE® TREATMENTS

10% OFF  
your next facial or waxing service

www.shelbysextonsalon.com

Jumpstart Your Weight Loss
Now in Walnut Creek

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically-supervised weight loss
program individually designed for men and women looking to
lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients lose 
2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most 

patients feel great, have no cravings, and stay highly motivated 
due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Walnut Creek • San Ramon
925-277-1123 • www.jumpstartmedicine.com

933 Moragaa Road,, Suitee #1033 
Orinda,, CAA 945633 

925•254•0505

 

Lamorinda’ss Leadingg Independentt Reall Estatee Firmm           

Too learnn moree aboutt Villagee Associatess orr too previeww ourr listingss pleasee visit:

www.villageassociates.comm 

Lighting up your holiday spirit

Locally owned 
and operated

• Sales
• Service
• Design
• Installation
• Take Down

• Storage
• Quality Products
• Prompt Service
• Trained Professionals

From basic to spectacular, we can make any size home look fantastic. Whether it's roofline,
landscape, or tree lighting, we will work with you to come up with the perfect design.

Free Estimates 1-877-4-WE-HANG (1-877-493-4264)

for MEN
Core Strength

Stamina, Power
Stress management

for WOMEN
Toning,  Flexibility

Mind Control
Weight management 

We have it all.

YOGA • TAI-CHI • MEDITATION • KIDS • HEALING

925-377-YOGA www.dahnyoga.com

452 Center St. Moraga, CA 94556

Lush Lawns, Pest-Free Homes . . . But At What Cost?
By Jennifer Wake

The Lamorinda area is well-
known for its natural beauty,

with its homes set amongst natural
vegetation or perched near mean-
dering creeks.  But when home-
owners are unaware of safer

alternatives to toxic pesticides,
keeping homes and gardens beau-
tiful and pest-free can come at a
cost to our health and the environ-
ment.  

According to the Contra

Costa County Agricultural Com-
missioners Office, the Lamorinda
area contracts out one of the
County’s largest scheduled bi-
monthly applications by pest con-
trol operators, underscoring an
alarming trend of increased insect
and weed eradication in more afflu-
ent areas.  

Additionally, a report by the
Pesticides Action Network North
America (PANNA) and Californi-
ans for Pesticide Reform revealed
that, in California, use of carcino-
genic pesticides had more than
doubled from 1991 to 1998, and
that total pesticide use in 1998 was
at the highest level ever reported.
Insecticides, fungicides, herbicides,
rodenticides, and microcides (dis-
infectants) are all considered pesti-
cides.

A former Cal/EPA investiga-
tor with a master’s degree in public
health, Moraga resident Susan Jun-
Fish understood some of the dan-
gers of toxic chemicals.  When she
and her family moved to the area in
2002, she set out to enroll her 3-
year-old son in preschool, but after
visiting over 20 preschools, she saw
many environmental hazards in-
cluding pesticide use at the sites.  

“I witnessed many preventa-
ble environmental hazards where
children were being exposed to

cleaning products and saw two in-
cidents where pesticides were being
sprayed as children were walking
by,” she said. “One local preschool
was even exposing kids to lead by
letting kids play inside old com-
puter screen terminals.  Staff often
diluted bleach (sodium hypochlo-
rite) incorrectly and used disinfec-
tants improperly.”  

A 2004 study by the Univer-
sity of Southern California Keck
School of Medicine found that chil-
dren exposed to pesticides or clean-
ing products, particularly under age
one, are 2.5 to 4.5 times more likely
to have permanent (chronic)
asthma by the time they’re five.  

In August of 2002, JunFish
founded the Parents for a Safer En-
vironment (PfSE) – a grass roots
organization dedicated to reducing
preventable environmental hazard
exposures to children.  “I wanted to
figure a way to inform and some-
how reach out to preschools at
large.”  

The majority of PfSE’s work
has been assisting public agencies
such as local towns and school dis-
tricts and the county to reduce the
use of unnecessary pesticides and
use safer alternatives.  Their work
has been mostly volunteer and par-
tially funded by small grants from
local, non-profit, county and state

agencies.
Over the course of two years,

PfSE worked with the Town of
Moraga to implement an integrated
pest management (IPM) plan,
which was approved last year.
Thanks to its implementation, parks
in Moraga have the distinction of
being one of the “least pesticides
applied” areas in Contra Costa
County.  PfSE has also taken sev-
eral calls from parents in Lafayette
and Orinda who have witnessed
spraying in their schools and parks,
and hope they take the lead in pur-
suing IPM policies in their towns.  

... continued on page 13

Creeks like this one behind Chow in Lafayette, meander through much 

of Lamorinda and feed directly into the Delta and the Bay Photo Jennifer Wake

Moraga resident Sam Laudy, 21 months,

plays without worry of toxic pesticide use on

the grass at Moraga Commons

Photo Jennifer Wake

Support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping with our advertisers
and telling them you saw their ad!   

Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Campo Alumni to Talk About Iraq at Saint Mary’s
By Sophie Braccini

Rajiv in Bagdad

Photo courtesy of Rajiv Chandrasekaran



Lafayette Measure J
With school ENROLLMENT DROP-
PING and your property taxes already
(approximately) 23% above the Propo-
sition 13 threshold, WHY does ‘Measure
J’ raise the school tax by 175% per year
(plus an annual 3% ANNUAL increase)?
Doesn’t Property Tax already go up
every year? Beyond this measure, other
school parcel taxes will remain in our
property tax bill.

The “great schools” in Lafayette
are largely due to GREAT KIDS.
Lafayette is a highly desired place for
teachers to work; obtaining good teach-
ers is not the problem. Lafayette is get-
ting what it needs in materials. It is
‘Highly paid Lobbyists’ (for Unions,
teachers and Administrators) that bias
this election process, just as lobbyists
corrupt governments at all levels, exag-
gerating the need for more money. There
are other avenues of cost control that
should be explored, such as competitive
outsourcing of non-certificated func-
tions.

Yes, people want to move into
our neighborhoods, but for lots of rea-
sons, including a ‘village atmosphere’,
safe neighborhoods, central commuting,
a ‘green community’, and great kids.

The “impartial analysis” of the
measure references several protagonist
ideas about the money usage that should
be challenged; in particular, “deep cuts”.
More probably, to prevent cuts in their
raises. Perhaps a charity should be organ-
ized for special school needs, to include
affluent seniors.
Gordon Mattonen
Lafayette

Dear Lamorinda Weekly Editor:
Lafayette's Measure J, a 2 1/2 times in-
crease in the elementary school parcel
tax shamelessly and unfairly panders to
the most asset-rich class of voters in
Lamorinda -- yes, our seniors.   School
parcel taxes in Orinda, Moraga, &
Acalanes H.S. District, to name a few,
that provide for a "senior opt-out" require
some showing financial need.   The cur-
rent "expiring" tax that it replaces, pro-
vides for no age-based "free pass".   
A blanket senior opt-out amounts to
shameless pandering to senior property
owners to "buy off" their potential no
vote.   While seniors as a (wiser mature)
voting group tend view new taxes with
circumspection, the vast majority of
Lamorinda retirees are hardly charity
cases.  They represented the single most
asset-rich group in our community.
Their homes are mostly debt-free and
they already enjoy an artificially low
property taxes thanks to Prop 13.
Who could possibly argue that, as a
group, seniors are less able to "afford"
the proposed $313/yr payment toward
teachers salaries/benefits, etc., than the
legions of double-income families hus-
tling to make ends meeting with huge
mortgages and much higher Prop 13
taxes to boot?
To the extent that we "need" this grossly
enlarged parcel tax in the face of 11%
fewer students and declining enrollment,
we are all responsible for educating the
next generation.   Good schools enhance
the values of all real property – irrespec-
tive of the owner’s age.  
Giving a blanket age-based exemption is
hardly different than making this tax law
apply only to brown-eyed owners over
blue-eyed ones. 
The proposed tax (the 8th separate
school tax/bond on our County tax bills)
was set at an arbitrarily high renewal
amount based upon what our District's
hired consultant said Lafayette voters
would stomach.   It is not based on needs.
Note no on Measure J.  We need a
smaller and fairer tax to support our
schools.
Lawrence Pines
Lafayette
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Thursday, October 18th at 7:30 p.m Eliz-
abeth Rosner, Award-winning poet and
novelist, shares her new book, "Blue Nude."
This story of a German artist and an Israeli
model who meet in the Bay Area in the
2000s reveals how their relationship helps
both to deal with long-buried pain caused by
the Holocaust and its aftermath. Lafayette
Library, 952 Moraga Road, Lafayette, 925-
283-3872

Lamorinda Democratic Club Hosts De-
bate Friday October 19th, 2007; Debaters
Mark DeSaulnier and Joe Canciamilla who
are both running in the 7th Senatorial District
race. Lamorinda Democratic Club, Orinda
Community Church 10 Irwin Way, Orinda
6:30 p.m. Social hour 7:30 p.m. Program
8:00 p.m. Speaker.  Cost: $5, Students Free 

Serbian Food Festival – Saturday, October
20th, 12 Noon - 9:00 PM.  Featuring authen-
tic Serbian cuisine and pastries, live music
and dancing.  Great fun for entire family.
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School
Street, Moraga.  925/376-6850 

Documentary on Zimbabwe 
Wednesday, October 24th, 7:30 pm
Acalanes High School Performing Arts Cen-
ter Everyone is welcome to come see Grace
Appert and Kaitlyn Bowles’ Girl Scout Gold
Award presentation. This summer, the two
traveled to Zimbabwe to work for the J.F.
Kapnek Pediatric AIDS Trust Fund.  Dr. Dan
Robbins will speak about his Lafayette based
trust’s foundation that has helped Zimbabwe
with the AIDS epidemic, orphaned children,
and schooling. 

Moraga Historical Society’s 42nd Anniver-
sary Banquet Friday, October 26th, Soda
Center, Saint Mary’s College Speaker-
Brother Mel Anderson, Former President of
St. Mary’s 6:30 pm-Wine & Cheese, 7:15-
Dinner, 8:00 pm - Program
$37.50 per person, check made out to Mor-
aga Historical Society.
Bill & Colleen Lunch, 1080 Sanders Drive,
Moraga, CA 94556. Deadline for reserva-
tions-Oct 16th.

The Lafayette Gallery is pleased to an-
nounce that Life's Pleasures: A Visual Feast
has been extended until October 27. A Visual
Feast celebrates the harvest season with a
cornucopia of art created just for this show.
A Visual Feast offers the dazzle of jewelry,
the rich color and detail of acrylic and oil
paintings, the complex, interwoven images
of collage, the earthy resonance of ceramics.
Lafayette Gallery, 50 Lafayette Circle, is
open Tuesday to Saturday from 11am to
5pm.  (925) 284-2788.  www.lafayette-
gallery.net

Moraga Art Gallery Show "Life on
Earth" Through October 27, 2007 Includes
local Bay Area and Lamorinda artists show-
ing watercolors, oil  painting, collage, ceram-
ics, photography, mixed media, jewelry and
glass design.  Join us at the Opening Recep-
tion for “Texture and Light”, featuring the
work of Pat Smith, on Saturday,  November
3, from 3-5 pm.  Moraga Art Gallery ,570
Center St, Rheem Valley Shopping
Center/next to Longs Drugs.  Open Tuesday
through Sunday, 12-5 pm. 925.376 5407 

Wonderful Colors Paintings of Jo Ann
Hanna & Robert Becker accompanied by
Papier-Mache Sculpture by students of M. J.
Schuppert Wilson on exhibition. Orinda Li-
brary Gallery October 27 - November 17th,
2007. Monday-Thursday 10-8, Friday & Sat-
urday 10-6, Sunday 1-5. Please join us for
the opening reception Sunday October 28th,
2:30-4:30. Orinda Library Gallery 
24 Orinda Way (925) 254-2184

Mt. Diablo A Personal View – The Pho-
tography of Sue Reynolds
Through  February 28, 2008 Lindsay
Wildlife Museum, 1931 First Ave, Walnut
Creek. As part of the activities surrounding
this show, Sue will be giving workshops and
tours, as well as signing her books at the mu-
seum. Sue is also continuing her landscape
photography teaching, with a children's class
on Mt. Diablo early next month.

Saturday, October 27, 10:00am, Moraga
Library: The Friends of Moraga Open Space
and the Sierra Club are offering a one-hour
training session for residents who wish to
help collect signatures on a ballot petition for
MOSO 2008 (a proposed open space preser-
vation initiative).

15th Annual Lafayette Reservoir Run
Sunday, October 28 Race times begin at
8:30am and “day of” registration begins at
6:00am.
Pre-registration can be done by visiting the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
website,www.lafayettechamber.org. or
www.active.com.

Matador Marketplace.- Fundraiser for
Miramonte High School Oct 28th from
4:00-7:00 pm at the Orinda Country Club.  
$25 entrance fee 

Lamorinda Reads!
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda connecting to
neighbors, families and friends by reading
and discussing the same book, Down to a
Soundless Sea by Thomas Steinbeck.  Ot-
terly Awesome Creatures of Monterey Bay
with naturalist Gael Gallagher
Saturday, October 20th at 2:00 p.m. - Mor-
aga Library. A wildlife discovery program

for children and their parents featuring sea
otters, sea lions, dolphins, harbor seals and
pups, jelly fish, whales, and great white
sharks. Gael Gallagher is a Monterey Bay
Acquarium docent and premier tour operator.
Funded by the Kiwanis Club of Moraga Val-
ley. For ages 7 and up Lamorinda Reads!
Grand Finale Thursday, October 25 at 7:00
p.m. - Orinda Library Auditorium. Join the
author himself, Thomas Steinbeck, for a re-
ception and discussion of his book, Down to
a Soundless Sea. Hear about the life and
work of this exciting and talented author.

“Genealogy for Everyone”
Lafayette Senior Services is delighted to
present its first “seminar on Thursday Octo-
ber 25th from 10:30 until noon. Professional
genealogist Lawrence Bouett, a retired re-
search scientist, has been pursuing genealogy
seriously for more than 35 years. Lafayette
Community Center, 500 St. Mary’s Rd,
Lafayette

Annual Book Fair - Stanley Middle
School Library 3455 School Street,
Lafayette Monday October 29, 2007 - Thurs-
day November 1, 2007 Hours 8 AM - 4 PM,
with extended hours on Monday 6 - 9 PM
The Lafayette Book Store will provide a va-
riety of books for children and adults, with a
percentage of the profits supporting the Stan-
ley School Library. This year the Book Fair
is pleased to host guest authors on Monday
Evening at 7 PM including Zilpha Snyder
author of “The Egypt Game” and Kathryn
Reiss author of “Paint by Magic”. This is a
great time to start your holiday shopping! For
further information please contact Librarian
Barbara Stevens at 925-299-3564.

Tri-City Council Meeting for Lafayette,
Moraga and Orinda
Tuesday, October 30th, Stanley Middle
School  Meeting agenda will include emer-
gency response programs, common land use
issues and traffic issues. Check town web-
sites for meeting time and to confirm loca-
tion. 

Campolindo High School Drama Depart-
ment presents Shakespeare’s magical play,
Twelfth Night in the Campolindo Perform-
ing Arts Center on November 1, 2007 at 8:00
pm, November 3, 2007 at 2:00 pm and 7:30
pm and Sunday November 4, 2007 at 2:00
pm.  Tickets are $5.00 and can be purchased
at the door. This production is set in the
1950’s with the Latin beat of Pink Martini
underscoring the mirth of this delightful tale
of love and courage.  For more information
call (925) 280-3950

Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue-2007 Art
and Wine Auction
November 3, 2007 - 3pm to 6pm Lafayette
Veteran's Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Dia-
blo Blvd, Lafayette, CA 94549. This is
NGRR's annual fundraiser where we have
both an auction of valuable donated arts,
crafts, travel and other items; plus tasting of
very good wines from the best wineries in
California.This is a very special event with
lots of fun, tasty snacks, and an opportunity
to really help us match Goldens who need a
new home with caring families

Getting Started on Genealogy Workshop
Lafayette Library, Saturday, November 3rd,
at 11am Get started in the fun and fascinating
quest for your family's history. Diane
Brenum, Genealogy Enthusiast, will present
a workshop on the use of the Internet and
other resources to help you discover your
roots.  This workshop is part of a series of
programs based on the "We The People"
grant received by the Lafayette Library. For
more information, call the Lafayette Library
at 925-283-4592.
Lafayette Library, 952 Moraga Road,
Lafayette, CA 94549

Not to be missed

Lamorinda Weekly   is an independent publication, 
produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda, CA
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Campus Happenings

Performances/Lectures:
Classical Music Concert
Two virtuoso musicians from Switzer-
land, violinist Jan Dobrzelewski and
trumpeter Jean Christophe Dobrzelewski,
will be accompanied by Saint Mary's
College faculty pianist Lino Rivera.
They will perform Vivaldi’s Concerto for
Trumpet and Violin; Beethoven’s master-
piece for violin and piano, the Sonata No.
7; “Fast Lane," by Martin Rokeach; “So-
liloque,” by up-and-coming Swiss com-
poser Laurent Mettraux, and music by
french composer Gaubert. 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 at 8 p.m.
SMC Chapel
Free

Author Rajiv Chandrasekaran
Rajiv Chandrasekaran's book, Imperial Life
in the Emerald City: See story on page 5.
Monday, Oct. 22 at 8 p.m. 
Soda Center at SMC
Tickets:  $25 general; $20 seniors; $12 for

SMC faculty/staff and non-SMC students;
free for SMC students. 
For info, call (925) 631-4381 or go online to
www.stmarys-ca.edu and click on "The Arts." 
(Sponsored by the Committee for Lectures,
Art and Music (CLAM) at Saint Mary's Col-
lege and the Disney Forum)

“Global Warming Crisis: 
Lessons of the Bacchae”
Saint Mary’s College professor of biol-
ogy Gerard M. Capriulo relates Greek
ideas to environmental change. 
Tuesday, Oct. 23 and Monday, Oct. 29, at
7:30 p.m. SMC Soda Center
Free 
For more information, contact Barry
Horwitz at bhorwitz@stmarys-ca.edu or
call the Collegiate Seminar office at
(925) 631-4633.

Art Exhibitions: 
“William Keith: The 1880s Paintings”
Works from the 1880s, which marked a
decade of great changes in William Keith’s
life.
On view in the William Keith Room
Hearst Art Gallery

Gallery hours: Wednesdays through Sundays,
11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Admission: $2 adults;
youth 12 and under free; members free; SMC
community free. The exhibition space is
ADA accessible. 
Free parking is available adjacent to and
across the road from the building.

For more information about upcoming events
at Saint Mary’s College, visit the college
website at http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/news-
and-events/events.html.

Photo by Ken C. Young, Moraga; 
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

SB Painting
Residential & Commercial

Exterior / Interior
Exceptional prep. work
Fully insured and bonded

925-932-3193

Skin Enhancements
Professional Skin Care By Myrna Taiariol

Myrna Taiariol
Licensed Esthetician

1040 Brown Avenue
Lafayette, CA  94549
Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday

By Appointment

925.212.3150

Facials
Peels/ultradermabrasion
Waxing
Tinting
Ear Piercing
Skin Tag Removal www.skinenhancements.com

8:30 AM - DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE
Parking available at BART

5K (8:30 AM)    10K (8:45 AM)    
2 MILE RUN/WALK (9:00 AM)

To register – go to 
www.lafayettechamber.org or www.active.com

8:30 AM - DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE

Parking available at BART

5K (8:30 AM)  •  10K (8:45 AM)  •  2 MILE RUN/WALK (9:00 AM)

To register – go to

www.lafayettechamber.org    or     www.active.com

The depiction of life in occu-
pied Baghdad has won the author
many awards, such as the Samuel
Johnson Prize for non-fiction, the
Overseas Press Club’s Annual Cor-
nelius Award for best non-fiction
book on International Affairs and
the Ron Ridenhour Book Prize, he
appears regularly on CNN,
MSNBC and National Public
Radio.  For the journalist, coming
back to America and writing the
book was a way to bring a much-
needed closure to an exhilarating
but sometimes dangerous time of
his life.  

Chandrasekaran is now fac-
ing an interesting new challenge.
Like most newspaper in industrial
countries, the Washington Post
competes with the Internet and tel-
evision to be the media of choice
for communicating the news.  This

may be why the paper has chosen
him as its national editor, a young
man that understands the forces
that drive today’s news media.
Chandrasekaran manages a team
of sixty journalists and editors who
are in charge of providing content
for the paper and the online version
of the Post.  Since the online ver-
sion is updated 24/7, journalists
have to work in different ways and
sometimes even send their articles
directly from the scene of breaking
news.  

This exiting life and great re-
sponsibility do not preclude a bit of
nostalgia for his native Bay Area.
He often visits his family, who still
reside in Moraga, and will talk at
Saint Mary’s College about his
book on October 22nd.  For reser-
vations call (925) 631 4381.

Campo Alumni to Talk About Iraq at Saint
Mary’s ... continued from page 5

Halloweenevents

Letters to the Editor
We’re a community newspaper,
and we welcome your input.
Max. 200 words for a letter. 
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Regular mail: 

Letters to the Editor
Lamorinda Weekly
P.O.Box 6133
Moraga, CA 94556

Not too scary stories and make a witch's
hat cookie October 18 at 7pm Children’s
Halloween event at Moraga Library

Sleepy Hollow School
Pumpkin Patch & Fall Carnival
Saturday, October 20th 11am to 3:30pm 20
Washington Lane, Orinda Bring your friends
and family to a fun-filled day with lots of
NEW games and attractions. Extra spooky
HAUNTED HOUSE, CAKEWALK Giant
SLIDE AND JUMPER,Lovable PONY
RIDES and LARGE PETTING ZOO…
miniature horses, ducks, geese, pigs, sheep
and more. Ever-so challenging CLIMBING
WALL, and OBSTACLE COURSE Scary
ROBOTIC BULL RIDE, Leo the Amazing
Magician, and lots more fun CARNIVAL
GAMES,Don’t forget the DELICIOUS
FOOD from Mavericks BBQ & Quenchers
Smoothies

Join your Lamorinda 4-H Club’s
7th Annual Fair:
At Mangini’s Farm 2498 Pleasant Hill Road,
Pleasant Hill, Saturday & Sunday October
20-21, 10am-4pm Hosted by Mangini Farms
to benefit local 4-H Clubs

Wizard Day Halloween Party at Chabog-
warts – Oct. 20 (10 am – 4 pm) Come to
Chabot Space & Science Center dressed as
your favorite wizard, sorcerer, or magical
creature. Make a wizard hat or wand and
drink from the leaky cauldron. Participate in
goblet-offire demos, hands-on activities, and
much more! Guest appearances by the Astro
Wizard and other costumed friends. Free with
general admission to Center. Visit
www.chabotspace.org for more details 10000
Skyline Blvd, Oakland, (510) 336-7373  Fall
Hours - Wed & Thurs: 10 am-5 pm • Fri &
Sat 10am-10pm • Sun 11am-5pm

Lafayette Youth Commission’s 4th annual
Haunted House.  The adventure awaits
you…visit Studio 66 at Your Own Risk! Fri-
day, October 26th and Saturday, October 27th
at the Lafayette Community Center, 500 St.

Mary’s Road,
Lafayette.  Not so

scary (ages 7 and
under):  5-7pm;

Very scary (ages 8
and up):  7:30-
9:30pm    Admis-
sion Prices are $3

for 7 & under; $5
for 8 & older – tickets

will be sold at the door and all profits benefit
the youth of Lafayette

Annual Halloween Carnival on Sunday,
October 28th, 2007 from 10 AM to 2 PM
Campolindo High School, 300 Moraga Road
in Moraga.   The 31st annual Carnival  is
hosted by the Moraga Junior Women's Club.
Perfect for children ages 2-10, and attracts
over 500 children each year.  Children will be
able to enjoy many games, navigate their way
through the Monster Mash obstacle course,
have their picture taken at the photo booth,
decorate their own frame, and try their luck at
the ever-popular cake and toy walks.  Lunch,
snacks and refreshments, as well as various
homemade ghoulish goodies will be sold at
the Carnival Bake Booth.  Admission is $3
per child, plus an extra charge for game tick-
ets and food.  All children are encouraged to
come in costume.

Friends of the Library Annual Halloween
sale Saturday, October 27 Lafayette Safeway
10a.m.-4p.m., for.  Chairman Connie Linne-
man gathers bargain mysteries, kids’ books,
fiction and non fiction and as always there
will be October 31st themed earrings that def-
initely deserve a second look.  It is all a ben-
efit for Friends of the Lafayette Library
which means more money for the wonderful
collection at the new library.   The fortune
teller will be there from 1-4pm.

All Hallows Masquerade
The Starlight Circle Players present The
Samhain! Saturday, November 3, 2007 *
Doors open at 2 PM and on to the Witching
Hour! A costumed, day-long fund raising fes-
tival event full of music, Mediterranean-in-
spired gourmet taverna treats created by the
Pyrate Chefs of the "Drunken Dragon Inn".
PLUS! Art Gallery, Tarot, and more music!
Our theme this year is "Ancestors" – open to
interpretation - there will be prizes for the best
costumes in several categories, so dress up
like your favorite Ancestor and join in the
fun! The Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian
Universalists on the cor-
ner of Cedar & Bonita
in Berkeley (direc-
tions are at
www.bfuu.org).
More informa-
tion can be
found on

http://www.starlightcircleplayers.com You
can also call us at 510-647-5268 or send an
email to starlightcircleplayers@yahoo.com.

Please submit events to:  

calendar@lamorindaweekly.com



In August of 2005 Orchard Sup-
ply Hardware (OSH) opened a

store in the Moraga Center.  As the
project worked its way through the
planning and construction process,
discussions were often loud and
heated.   Some argued the big re-
tailer would bring much needed
sales tax revenue to Moraga, while
others worried it could attract too
much out of town traffic and signif-
icantly hurt locally owned busi-
nesses. OSH, which is part of the
Sears Group, owns some seventy-
five retail hardware stores in Cali-
fornia.  The level of investment that
OSH brought to Moraga would be
of significant concern to any local

merchant in the hardware, nursery
and hard-goods business.  Now, two
years later, the presence of OSH has
not lead to the closure of any local
business, but it’s hard to assess the
full impact of the store on local busi-
ness and the community at large. 

The Town’s primary motiva-
tion for approving the Moraga OSH
store was the expected positive im-
pact it would have on local finances
through local sales taxes.  When
contacted, Town staff was unable to
provide details on tax revenue, and
Eric Evensen, OSH’s Store Man-
ager, is hesitant to discuss specifics.
“I cannot give you a precise figure,”
explains the manager, “but I can tell

you that we have met all our objec-
tives and that we’re where we
should be.  Our commitment to
Moraga isn’t about to falter.”

On the other hand, local Mor-
aga Hardware & Lumber owner Bill
Snider has seen erosion in sales vol-
ume and customer traffic since the
opening of OSH in late August of
2005. Snider states: "Prior to the
opening of OSH, we were continu-
ing to grow at a brisk pace since my
purchase of Moraga Hardware &
Lumber in April of 2000. Instead of
growing the business, we are now
focused on maintaining market
share, hanging onto our customer
base, and customer service. I have

been forced to downsize my staff
and my ability to give back to the
community is now limited.

... continued on page 11
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Life in LAMORINDA

Support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping 
with our advertisers and telling them you saw 

their ad! Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.

• MORTGAGE LOANS •

Purchases  •  Refinances  •  Prompt Pre Approvals

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

253-5920
Saturday by Appointment

8 Camino Encinas Suite 220  •  Orinda  •  www.hrsavagemortgage.com

$431 per sq ft. and Lafayette schools.   
Must see beautiful home on large wooded lot.     

Remodeled kitchen with granite, stainless steel 
appliances & cherry cabinets. 

4 large bedrooms & 31/2 baths including Master Suite 

and Au Pair suite with separate entrance.    Very quiet area.

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette

Offered at $1,199,000

Marty Tuominen
J. Rockcliff Realtors

mtuominen@rockcliff.com

Direct: (925) 253-7032
Mobile: (925) 482-4204

www .mar t y tuom inen . com

89 Davis Rd., Suite 100  •  Orinda

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616 •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

Season End Clearance
Road Bikes: 
Look, Orbea, Trek, Calfee,
Lemond, Co-Motion, Moots

Mountain Bikes: 
Santa Cruz, Gary Fisher,
Trek, Ellsworth

All 
‘06 & ‘07

Bikes
10-40% OFF

pilates, yoga, reconditioning

3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Ste 101 Lafayette, CA 94549 [925] 299.9642

 CLASSES WORKSHOPS SERVICES

Pilates Pilates Innovation One-on-One Training
F.I.T. Intro to Yoga Postural Assessment
Yoga Teen Yoga Pro Shop 

“The Source of Intelligent Fitness”

You are cordially invited to…
ABsolute Center’s Grand Re-Opening Celebration to benefit 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Thursday, November 8th

4:30 p.m.  Chamber Ribbon Cutting
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Cocktail Reception with special 

performances by the Pilates Demo Team

Special Grand Opening Week, November 2nd – 8th
With your donation, enjoy any of our scheduled classes* or Celebration Classes listed below:
• Monday, November 5th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Combo Class:  Pilates, Yoga, and Reconditioning

• Tuesday, November 6th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Intro to Reformer (limited to six people)
• Wednesday, November 7th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Combo Class:  Pilates, Yoga, & Reconditioning

Please contact ABsolute Center for further inquiries at 925.299.9642
* See our web site for scheduled classes www.absolutecenter.net

All  Charitable contributions will benefit St.Jude Children’s Research Hospital

UNICEF works with govern-
ments, national and international
agencies and civil society to support
effective and essential actions at
each phase of the life cycle of the
child, from the mother’s pregnancy
through early childhood, preschool
and school-age years and adoles-
cence.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF
was started in 1950 when a group of

young trick-or-treaters went door-to-
door on Halloween night in
Philadelphia, carrying milk cartons
to collect change.  The result was
much bigger than they could ever
have imagined, since over the past
56 years the children of the United
States have raised more than $132
million to help build a better future
for children around the globe.

Some in Lamorinda have

taken over the challenge and this
year, community groups and schools
are joining forces.  The Moraga Jun-
ior Womens’ Club joined the fund
raising effort two years ago. Anne
Robles, a mother of 3 young chil-
dren, says, “Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF is a great way to teach our
children that there are less fortunate
children in the world and that this is
one way in which they can help.”
Mei Lin Wolff, who started the pro-
gram for the Moraga Juniors, said
the experience was great: “My
daughter, who attended school at
Glorietta, went with a group of
friends and the response was unani-
mously positive. Some people were
surprised, but most remembered
doing it during their childhood or
having had their kids doing it.”
“Some people didn’t have change,”
she adds, “so we ended up getting $5
and $20 bills!” 

Robles campaigned to get
other groups to join in, and this year
the Lafayette Juniors and the Lamor-
inda Moms Club plan to share in the
philanthropic effort.  “It is amazing
what difference even small amounts
of money can make,” adds Robles.
According to UNICEF data, $1 pro-
tects a child from polio for life.  Ad-
ditionally, $1 immunizes one child
against the deadly disease measles.
Measles claims more children's lives
each year than wars, famines, and
natural disasters combined.  $2 can
provide 66 children with vitamin A
capsules for a year. Vitamin A pro-
tects children from permanent blind-
ness, helps them grow strong and
protects against certain types of in-

fections.  $2.46 can buy school sup-
plies, such as pencils, books, chalk,
slate board and paper for one child
for one year.  $9 buys a pack of 200
water purification tablets.  Drinking
unsafe water can lead to diarrheal
diseases, which kills 1.5 million chil-
dren each year.

The “Leadership” class at
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School is a veteran of the program.
For 10 years now the middle school
students have participated, raising
anywhere from a few hundred to
more than a thousand dollars de-
pending on the year.  Gerald Gruen,
the Leadership teacher, explains that
the students chose a different way to
raise money this year.  “The students
have dropped boxes in every first
period class and organized a compe-
tition between them,” says Gruen,
“some classes have already required
additional boxes and we are very ex-
cited to see the outcome.”  

Pier 1 Imports,  a corporate
sponsor of the project, gives away
the orange containers for free.  The
Walnut Creek store, 2099 Mount Di-
ablo Blvd # 101, confirmed that it
has many containers available in a
basket just inside the entryway. For
more information on this program
and on actions developed by the
UNICEF go to www.unicef.org.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF ...continued from page 1

Fall Open House Keeps Fire Safety Top of  Mind 
By Jennifer Wake

As the air turns chilly, and rain
begins to fall, there’s nothing

quite like the warmth and comfort
you can get by bundling up in front
of a roaring fire.  But according to
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District,
when fireplaces and woodstoves
are not properly maintained or
used incorrectly, the result can be
devastating. 

Before your first fire of the
season, be sure your chimney has
been inspected and cleaned by
professionals in the past two years
if it used often, the District says,
with home flues for wood burning
stoves inspected once a year.  

“Since high flames burning
hot will burn clean, and clean fires
have leave little creosote and resin,

open the draft wide,” the District
suggests on its Web site.  “Make
sure that your chimney has a spark
arrestor or wire basket on the top
of the chimney, always use fire-
place screens or glass doors, and
never the door of a wood burning
stove open unless there is a screen
or glass door backup.”  

Simple tips like cleaning
ashes out of the fireplace or stove
regularly (keeping in mind that
ashes can remain hot for days after
a fire), never leaving a fire unat-
tended, having a fire extinguisher
accessible that you know how to
use, and making sure there are
working smoke detectors in your
home can help to ensure an enjoy-
able and safe fall season. 

Lamorinda residents can get
the latest information on emer-
gency preparedness and fire safety
from firefighters at the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District’s annual Fall
Open House at Fire Station 41
(1280 Moraga Way in Moraga) on
Saturday, Oct. 20 from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.  Residents can also take a
peek at the fire fighting equipment,
the engines, and ambulance.

Trick-or-Treating for UNICEF (top to bottom, left to right): Photo Sophie Braccini

Anne Robles holding baby Carly, Andrea Lucacher, Kelly Robles, Charlie and Grace Woidat

2 Years Later: Assessing the Impact of  OSH on the Local Retail Scene
By Sophie Braccini



When my husband and I first
moved to Moraga in 1992,

we were moving from a 1200 foot
condo in Downtown Chicago.
The houses in Lamorinda seemed
ridiculously large to us, and we fi-
nally settled for roughly 1500
square feet with a fabulous back-
yard and pool. We had no idea
what we would do with all the
space. By the time our second
child was on the way, 1500 square
feet was looking pretty small, but
we loved the property, so we
added on and made it a 2000
square foot house with a spacious
home office and a cozy family
room. As our kids grew and
reached adolescence, 2000 square
feet started to feel smaller and
smaller, cozy meant cramped,  and
we again pondered an addition
and hired an architect. 

This time, however, it was
clear that the property would not
sustain a larger house, the cost
was out of line with the added fea-
tures, and the house simply could
not be made into what we wanted
for our family (and sanity).   We
also found ourselves using the
pool less and less, and spending
more time on outside activities
and at Moraga Country Club.
When the right house hit the mar-
ket we knew it, and made the
move.

Each of these decisions was
made based on what we wanted in
a house and the needs of our fam-
ily at the time, not just on market
conditions or spreadsheets com-
paring average cost per day per
square foot. Primary residences
are not like stocks or bonds with a

value to be tallied on a monthly
basis.  While we typically gain (al-
though occasionally lose a little)
wealth on paper, we spend our life
living in the asset, and in the long
run we’ll all do just fine. 

Without question, the mar-
ket has slowed and credit has
tightened. The ‘gems’ that two
years ago were entertaining five or
even ten competing offers after
two days on the market are now
competing for a relatively smaller
pool of buyers. Average time on
the market is over 30 days (based
on MLS pending and sold data,
Jan.1, 2007 – Oct. 4, 2007 for
Moraga-35, Orinda-40 &
Lafayette-33).  If you benefited
from the rise in values over the
last few years, this means that you
can shop around for the perfect
property for your next phase of
life, have enough equity to get an
attractive loan, and can negotiate
in a fair and reasonable manner
without feeling pressured to act
quickly. What a wonderful oppor-
tunity!  

Oh there is a catch…you
have to sell your current house.
The cost of buying your dream
home for your next phase of life
for below its peak valuation
might be to accept that the home
you currently own (which is un-
doubtedly someone else’s dream
home) is also down from the top
of the market.  This is where psy-
chology kicks in.  Tests prove
over and over again that for most
of us the fear and frustration of
leaving money in the table trumps
the desire and joy of getting a
deal. But in real estate, the equa-

tions balance, in both down mar-
kets and up. The big difference is
that a slow market is a buyer’s
market. Since the whole objective
is to find the next house that will
make you happy and meet your
needs, this is a perfect market to
chase your dream. So what are
you waiting for?
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Lamorinda Home Sales continued
LAFAYETTE Last reported:             7
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $600,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,750,000

MORAGA Last reported:             3

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $405,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $639,000

ORINDA Last reported:             5
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $1,189,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,200,000

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed

from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five

to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us

by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
3215 Camino Colorados, $712,000, 3 Bdrms, 1168 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 9-27-07
3642 Crescent Drive, $960,000, 2 Bdrms, 1307 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 9-19-07
35 Crest Road, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2862 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 9-19-07
3921 Quail Ridge Road, $1,699,000, 5 Bdrms, 2036 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 9-27-07
3442 Solana Court, $600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1302 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 9-19-07
3492 Silver Springs Road, $1,506,000, 4 Bdrms, 2543 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 9-27-07
99 Silverwood Drive, $1,565,000, 2 Bdrms, 2036 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-18-07
MORAGA
5 Francisca Drive, $565,000, 2 Bdrms, 1211 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 9-21-07
651 Moraga Road #22, $405,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-25-07
1725 St. Andrews Drive, $639,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-24-07
ORINDA
2 Dolores Way, $1,500,000, 9-18-07
12 Estates Drive, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 4212 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 9-25-07
42 Hacienda Circle, $1,189,000, 3 Bdrms, 1616 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 9-27-07
58 Oak Drive, $2,175,000, 4 Bdrms, 4132 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 9-26-07
63 Southwood Drive, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2406 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-21-07

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

Popular Village Oaks neighborhood! Single

story 4 bedroom/2bath plus atrium and

family room. Remodeled kitchen with solid

wood cabinets, Corian counters and new ap-

pliances. High ceilings, central heat and air.

1065 STONEYBROOK DR
Martinez

Offered at $533,731

INCREDIBLE PRICE FOR THIS DETACHED HOME

in the Concord/Walnut Creek border. 3 bed-

room, 2 baths, gleaming hardwood floors,

eat-in kitchen, 2 fireplaces, dual paned win-

dows. Washer, dryer & fridge included too!

Offered at $449,000

Incredible private setting with gated drive-

way! 2847sf home on a .84 acre lot, 4 bdrms,

4ba plus 800sf. detached workshop. The ex-

tensive remodeled includes a gorgeous gran-

ite kitchen. Grounds w/pool & spa and more.

20 Crest Rd.
Lafayette

Offered at $1,575,000

This elegantly crafted home of 3,821 square

feet offers a spacious floor plan with 5 bed-

rooms and 5 full baths and built in 2004.

Two family rooms, 3-car gar, Master retreat

with a stunning master bath. 

301 Monte Albers Drive
Danville

3239 Judy Lane
Lafayette

Offered at $1,299,900

Fabulous Crystyl Ranch AT A FABULOUS PRICE -

Lowest priced Baccarat model on the market!

kitchen with cherry wood cabinets and granite

counters. New carpet, fresh paint, sparkling

pool and spa plus great hillside views!

951 Autumn Oak Circle
Concord

Offered at $975,000

ANOTHER $60KREDUCTION! Originally built

in 1890, craftsman style hideaway on 1/2+

acre lot with a vineyard. Park like grounds

with pool. 3 bdrms, 2ba, 2329sf., large deck

& 3 fireplaces! Fabulous country kitchen.

Offered at $1,435,000

948 Notre Dame Ave
Concord

Jim Colhoun
Top Producer Companywide 

Jan - Aug 2007
999 Oak Road, Lafayette   925-283-7000

Pe
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ing

Pe
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ing

Do you want a career in real estate? Call Cary Amo at (925) 962-6128

Look for our Red
Trucks and ask

for “Jim.”

Quality  •  Integrity  •  Expert Workmanship
Third Generation Paving Company

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis & Sports Courts

• Parking Lots
• Subdivisions
• Seal Coating

All roads lead to JV Lucas Paving! 925.283.8027

CA # 195560

Reflective Address Markers

Bold, easy to read, bright
white Ultra-ReflectiveTM

numbers on equally 
reflective green background

Send check or money order to:

A.R.A.C. • P.O.Box 225   
Lafayette, CA 94549  

(925) 210-9988

“Absolutely the best

you’ve ever seen, or

your money back!”

American Reflective Address Co. (A.R.A.C.)  •  Proudly MADE IN U.S.A.

(Address Plaque is pre-drilled for easy mounting)

Standard or Vertical
$22 each (2 for $40)

also available:

Directional Markers

(pointing left or right)
$30 each

Strongly recommended
by Emergency 

Response Services!

What Are You Waiting For?
By Tara Rochlin

Tara Rochlin
Broker/Lamorinda Specialist

Village Associates
www.TaraRochlin.com
Tara@TaraRochlin.com

925.258.1107

Sanders Ranch resident
Joe Maloney told the Council he
hoped that the Ascot engineering
study would be an “independent
factual study which will not be
biased by anyone on this Coun-
cil or anyone in this room who
may have a hidden agenda.”
Sanders Ranch is a gated com-
munity at the far end of Camino
Pablo. 

Stan Roth, another bump
opponent, told the Council that
many residents of Sanders
Ranch are “very, very angry”
about the Camino Pablo bumps.
Although the Council voted to
smooth all three of the Camino
Pablo bumps after the public
outcry about them, by the time
of the meeting only one of the

three bumps had been smoothed.
Roth interrupted the discussion
of the Ascot project by demand-
ing to know when the remaining
two Camino Pablo bumps would
be smoothed. Town Manager
Phil Vince responded that the
work on all three bumps should
be completed by October 20.

Mayor Mike Metcalf re-
sponded sharply to what he re-
ferred to as Maloney’s
“insinuations.” Although the
Camino Pablo bumps were de-
signed by a contact engineer,
Metcalf, as the Mayor, the Chair
of TSAC, and the volunteer
drafter of TSAC’s proposed traf-
fic calming guidelines, has
borne the brunt of criticism of
the bumps and speculation that

he has a “hidden agenda” to im-
pose traffic calming throughout
Moraga, including reducing
Moraga Road to one lane in each
direction.

“I’m getting tired of peo-
ple insinuating that I’ve got hid-
den agendas,” Metcalf
responded. “On Camino Pablo
some things were done wrong.
We’re correcting those issues.
On Ascot this Council has de-
cided that enough is enough.
We’ve had two deaths on Mor-
aga Road. That road is a speed-
way. It’s very dangerous. The
warrants I saw from the traffic
study say we need to do some-
thing, and we do. There’s no hid-
den agenda. The one lane road is
an idea that has to be discussed

very thoroughly. We haven’t had
that discussion,” Metcalf con-
cluded.

When TSAC met to dis-
cuss the Camino Pablo plans, the
Town notified residents within
300 feet of the project, and only
one resident attended. When
TSAC met to discuss the process
for public input into future traffic
improvements including the
Ascot project, the Town notified
every household in town, and
the meeting was packed. Mercu-
rio said the public would have
the opportunity to participate in
the Ascot project design at the
TSAC meeting on November 7
and also at the Council meeting
on November 14 or 28.

Ascot Intersection Design Underway   ... continued from page 3

Sign Ordinance in Moraga:     ... continued from page 3
Following Salamack’s presentation, a

public joint meeting was held between the
Moraga Economic Development Advisory
Committee and the Design Review Board.
Salamack answered questions and took sug-
gestions from both groups as well as the
public.  She stressed that this was the best
time for interested parties to make specific
recommendations, before the draft is pre-
sented to the Town Council.  

Some of the business owners who par-
ticipated in the first meeting stayed for the
second, as some of the aspects of the draft
were very disturbing to them.  The first to
speak was Larry Hood of Elena Hood Real

Estate Group.   One recommendation of the
draft is that any V-shaped sign posted on
right-of-way property be subjected to the ac-
quisition of a paid permit.  For real estate
professionals, who post signs all over town
on Sunday to advertise open homes, such a
process would prove cumbersome, expen-
sive and “a waste of staff time,” said Hood.
Other contentious elements included the per-
centage of window space business owners
will be allowed to cover with legible infor-
mation, the maximum size of illuminated
signs, the frequency with which banners can
be used at a specific address and the maxi-
mum size of such banners.

Salamack noted everybody’s com-
ments and will present them to the Planning
Commission before the proposed ordinance
goes to Town  Council on October 24th.
This may not be the final phase of the
process since the Council could reject the
draft and ask for it to be re-worked.  All in-
terested parties are encouraged to view the
draft document on-line and attend the Town
Council meeting. The document and agenda
will be available at  http://www.ci.moraga.
ca.us/moraga_agendas_town_council.php,
on or about  October 19th.



Bright sunshine and “Rock
around the Clock” greeted

carnival goers at the recent
Happy Valley Elementary
School 50th Anniversary Party.
Past, present and future Parent
Club Presidents greeted the
crowd of special guests along
with current pupils and parents
in 50’s inspired attire.  It was
warm hugs all around for many
of the honored teachers and
principals from yesteryear.
Parents Club organizers spon-
sored a special reunion recep-
tion next door at the
Sammann’s garden after the
public festivities to give past
teachers a chance to visit and
catch up, over 75 guests came
to enjoy the reunion. 

“It’s a magical place for
children and teachers and par-

ents,” said past teacher Kent
Peterman.  Wendy Patterson
who is starting her sixth year as
principal said, “it’s an amazing
special place, deeply rooted in
the community.” 

It’s such a special place
that Anthony and Shayna Gior-
gianni, along with their three
children, recently moved from
a different area of Lafayette to
be within the Happy Valley
school boundary.

Older Happy Valley grad-
uates may remember principal
(1974 – 1978) Bob Lilley who
made a special trip up from
Palm Springs.  Carol Black-
burn, principal for over 25
years (1978 – 2002) came from
Alameda.  Even the second su-
perintendent, Francis Ebbert
made the trip, he served from

1962 – 1972.
Karla McQuain, current

Parents Club President and
Amy Ruegg, past Happy Valley
student herself, now with a
daughter at the school, and a
number of other parent volun-
teers worked hard to make the
day happen.

Jan Broad, current third
grade teacher, summed up the
warm feelings for the school,
“this is my first job, and I’m
going to retire here.”

Children went happily about
the business of being stu-

dents last week at Wagner Ranch
Elementary (WR), looking for-
ward to this week’s Scary Story
Night and Monster Mash, bliss-
fully unaware, as were some of
their parents, that controversy
was raging behind the scenes.

Principal Janis Arnerich
faced a challenge towards the
end of the last school year. WR
was outgrowing its facilities, and
rather than creating overcrowded
5th grade classes and 3rd/4th
split classes, Arnerich and
Orinda Union School District
(OUSD) administrators decided
to have a portable structure in-
stalled on the site. OUSD facili-
ties personnel determined that
the only reasonable and cost-ef-
fective location for the portable
was a space near the front of the
school that was, unfortunately,
occupied by the “Founders
Wall,” an installation that was
created by the first families to at-
tend WR after it reopened in
1997. The wall was composed of
tiles bearing the handprints and
artwork of many of the students
of the day. 

These families worked
hard to help build the school. To
them, the tiles were not only
fond memories of their chil-
dren’s time at the school, but
symbols of the dedication and

effort that was put in to making
“The Ranch” a school of which
all would be proud.  

And WR is indeed a
school of which all can be proud.
WR’s API score jumped 5 points
last year to an impressive 955,
and the school has been invited
to apply for the California Dis-
tinguished School designation.

The decision was made in
May to move the wall so the
portable classrooms could be in-
stalled. Arnerich explained that
during the excavation of the wall
in July, it was discovered that the
foundation was so large and se-
cure that it could not be dug
around and lifted up.  As the wall
was deconstructed, it was also
found to have no supportive cage
around it so any attempt to lift it
would have resulted in the de-
struction of the wall. 

Julie Whitsitt, a WR parent
and community volunteer said,
“At that point, in most construc-
tion projects, a back-hoe would
have been used to demolish the
whole thing. To the district’s
credit, they took the time to re-
move each concrete tile by hand,
preserving every tile that they
could.” Arnerich estimates that
20%-25% of the tiles were de-
stroyed. A few of the salvaged
tiles were claimed by parents last
week; the remaining tiles are in
Arnerich’s office, awaiting rein-

stallation in another location at
an as yet undetermined date. 

The action prompted some
of the founding families to ask,
“Why weren’t we contacted at
any point in this process so that
we could help find a way to
safely remove the tiles?” Arner-
ich’s position is that the district
had insufficient time and re-
sources to contact everyone.
Whitsitt believes, “While argu-
ments can be made on both sides
about the communication of
needing to relocate the wall, the
facts do not show malicious in-
tent.” 

Arnerich explains, “We
never intended to destroy the
wall or anyone’s memories.
Every effort was made to save
the tiles. But my first priority
must be the children that are here
now, and we need to give them
the best possible education.” 

Most parents are saddened
that some of the tiles could not

be saved, but are understanding
of the decision to move the wall.
Some feel that their hard work
has not been appreciated, while
others take a more pragmatic ap-
proach, agreeing that the wall
was the property of the school
district. “My memories are not
locked in a tile,” said one mom.
A few are angered that Arnerich
and OUSD have been unrespon-
sive to their expressions of con-
cern and, in a few cases, outrage.
Former WR parent Allena
Behnke writes, “If the district
doesn’t respond to us on this
topic, I have no reason to believe
they will respond to any other
concern that I may have in the
future.” OUSD Superintendent
Joe Jaconette declined to com-
ment on this issue.

Whitsitt’s closing remarks
reflect the view of the majority
of current Wagner Ranch par-
ents: “No one is more dedicated
to all of our children (than Arner-
ich). Every leader must make

hard decisions; some are not
popular. The scrutiny of this de-
cision has gone in a direction
that has become personal, off-
topic and distracting. All past,
present and future Wagner
Ranch parents and students have

learned valuable lessons regard-
ing the history of our campus vs
the needs of future generations.
I would like us to move forward
and continue educating our fu-
ture leaders.”

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com Page: 9 LAMORINDA WEEKLYWednesday, October 17, 2007

Music Lessons
www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley  
Camino Pablo  •  Campolindo  •  Del Rey  •  Donald L. Rheem 

Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga  • Lafayette Elementary  

Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow
Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

Make This Your Child’s 
Best School Year Ever!!

Since 1977, Huntington has helped students, 
grades K-12, in the following areas:

• Reading
• Math
• Phonics

• Study Skills
• Writing
• SAT/ACT PREP

LAMORINDA • 490 Moraga Road • Moraga •  (925) 377-0737
(Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way;   Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

Sale ends 10/31/07

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

© 2007 by True Value ® Company, Chicago, IL 60631

of the month

OCTOBER
Get outstanding 
low prices on 
quality products

Celebrating 25 Years 1982-2007

Orinda Academy
Parents, Students and Teachers

Working Together

Orinda Academy
Parents, Students and Teachers

Working Together

ORINDA ACADEMY • 19 ALTARINDA ROAD • ORINDA, CA 94563
For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org
www.orindaacademy.org

• College Preparatory
• Grades 7-12
• Average Class Size – 10 Students
• Supportive Learning Community
• Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs
• WASC Accredited

Visit our community of students, parents, 
and teachers and discover how we encourage

students to achieve high academic growth while
developing a true set of personal 

and ethical values.

INFORMATION EVENTS
Nov. 7th at 7 pm
Dec. 2nd at 2 pm

Working Together

My Housing Guide EDUCATE & EMPOWER YOURSELF

MyHousingGuide.com

Frustration at Wagner Ranch
By Lee Borrowman

Happy Valley Celebrates 50 Years
By Cathy Tyson

A district employee removes tiles one at a time The wall as it appeared a few years ago 

Excavating the wall

Current Principal Wendy Patterson and past Principal Carol Blackburn are surround 

by past and present teachers, administrators, and Parent Club members
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Have trouble keeping weight off?

Weigh 2 Health
Can help you find &

keep 
the healthiest you

•Physician diagnosis & treatment    
•Medications &/or supplements
•Medical meal replacements
•Mindful eating coaching 
•Solutions for stress, mood, sleep
•Personable, customized, simple

Call now for a FREE consultation

(925) 658-2500
Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH
Bariatric & Preventive Medicine
953 Mountain View Drive,
Lafayette
www.weigh2healthmd.com

Saklan
Call Now to
Schedule a Tour

925-376-7900 
www.saklan.org

Are you sure you are getting the education you are seeking for your child?
It is not too late…

to choose a Superior Education for your Child this Fall!

Saklan Valley School y
can provide your child:

• Smaller Classes •

• Higher Expectations and Higher Accountability •
• A Safer and More Caring Community •

• More Science and Technology Learning •

• Greater Critical Thinking Instruction •

• Greater Foreign Language and Global Studies Education •

• Better Character and Leadership Education •

• More Field Trips, Travel, and Experiential Education •

Call or Visit our Website Today; Spaces Still Available!
Small Classes Make a Big Difference

Preschool through 8th Grade • Van Transportation and Extended Care Available • Independent • Accredited by WASC & CAIS •  Not-for-Profit

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday

November 112:00-4:00 pm

Consider choosing a Superior Education for your Child.

When ONLY Experience and Results will Do!

30 yrs. Experience
Visit my website for local physician references

www.DoctorLev.net     925-933-5936
3184 Old Tunnel Rd. Ste. G, 

Lafayette, CA 94549
913 San Ramon Valley Ste. 180

Danville, CA 94526

Individual/Couples Counseling• Parenting • Stress Mgmt./Addictions • Mid-Life Issues

ELLEN B. LEV, PH.D.
LICENSED COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation

Professional Pet Sitting and Dog Walking Services

Serving Lamorinda since 1998
• Pet Sitting
• Daily Dog Walks
• In-your-home overnight care
• Pet Taxi
• Vet Recommended
• Bonded & Insured We’re CRAZY About Pampering Pets!

(925) 672-2988www.petcentric.net

Los Perales Gains a Library  …but loses a playground 
By Lee Borrowman

Excavation began two weeks
ago at the site of Los

Perales Elementary School’s
new library. The construction of
the library is part of a successful
package bid by Rodan Builders.
At a cost of 1.1 million dollars,
both Los Perales and Camino
Pablo will see new facilities. The
Los Perales library building will
include two student bathrooms,
a conference room and offices,
and Camino Pablo students will
enjoy four new classrooms. The
new facilities will include cov-
ered walkways. 

Los Perales administrators
have implemented several meas-
ures intended to ensure the
safety of students during the
construction process, which is
scheduled to be completed in
February despite the imminent
arrival of the rainy season. 

As the fencing went up
and bulldozers started tearing
into the surface of what was for-
merly known as the Panther B
Playground, a couple of civic-
minded fourth-graders were cir-
culating a petition amongst the
student body requesting that a
replacement playground be con-
structed. The petition echoes the
opinion expressed by the Los
Perales PTA’s Executive Com-
mittee in a letter sent to the Su-
perintendent and Governing
Board on September 12, stating
that although a new library was
important for Los Perales, li-
brary construction should not

move forward without a play-
ground plan. The Board voted
on Sept. 18 to proceed with the
construction of the library, but
not with plans to build a replace-
ment playground.

Los Perales has been wait-
ing for years for its new library.
The project had fallen victim to
costly delays and miscommuni-
cations. The architect’s design
included a new playground,
which was to be built into a hill-
side on the south side of the
school. When the bids came in
at between 2.3 and 2.7 million
dollars, everyone balked. The
district quickly requested re-
vised bids that excluded the
playground, and subsequently
accepted the lowest bid. Super-
intendent Richard Shafer ex-
plained, “We just don’t have
enough money to build a million
dollar playground.”  The price
tag of the proposed playground
caused some to wonder why the
district was unaware that the
cost would be so high even
though the design had been pre-
pared by the project’s architect
two years ago.  

The PTA is concerned that
LP was already far below the
other schools in terms of the
amount of usable playground
space available. Shafer said,
“The LP site is one of the most
difficult I’ve ever seen in terms
of space. It sits on a hill and is
closely surrounded by homes.”

In its letter, the LP PTA

told the Board, “The goal of up-
grading the library is to bring LP
up to an equitable position com-
pared to the other Moraga ele-
mentary schools, but improving
one aspect (library size) by de-
grading another (playground
space) does not accomplish the
goal.  If construction is begun
without a complete plan, it is
likely to leave LP in a perma-
nently inequitable position, with
a larger library but sub-standard
playgrounds and no way to fix
the problem.” 

The minutes of the Sept.
18 Board meeting read, “In as
much as construction costs con-
tinue to rise, the Board believes
that awarding the bids would not
preclude a solution for replacing
the LP playground space appro-
priated by the new library.”

The Board asked Shafer to
convene a committee to “re-
search and recommend alterna-
tive sites for improvement of the
playground area.” The commit-
tee, which includes Shafer, LP
administrators, teachers, parents
and the project architect, will be
presenting its recommendations
to the Board on Oct. 23.

The financial resource for
the current facilities work is the
district’s $3 million allocation
from the bond fund. It is not
known at this time when the
Board might vote on an alterna-
tive playground plan or how
much money might be made
available for such a project. In-
terested parties are encouraged
to check the Board’s agenda on-
line at
http://www.moraga.k12.ca.us/.

Los Perales, under construction Photo Andy Scheck

Lamorinda 
4-H Update
Submitted by 
Sara Captain, Co-President

In this suburban community,
the hand-picked opportunity

to encounter a real farm is pretty
rare. However, the opportunity to
spend a whole day on a real farm
dallying with unconventional
farm activities such as tractor
riding, corn mazes, face painting,
petting zoos and a homegrown
farmer’s market is even more un-
common. In fact, such an event
occurs only once a year!

Join Lamorinda 4-H and
Mangini Farms as they put on
the 7th Annual Mangini’s Farm
Weekend! It’s located at 2498
Pleasant Hill Rd, Pleasant Hill,
and is open to the public Satur-
day and Sunday, Octoer 20-21
from 10am-4pm.

For more information, con-
tact Sara Captain at 899-3450

Wildcats on Stage at Stanley Middle School
(Information submitted by Pam Nichols)

Break out the life pre-
servers! Wildcats on Stage

and the Lafayette Arts and Sci-
ence Foundation proudly pres-
ent “The Pirate Bride,” written
and directed by Barrett Lind-
say-Steiner. Described by
Lindsay-Steiner as “an old
fashioned melodrama; The Pi-
rates of Penzance meets Beach
Blanket Babylon,” Pirate Bride
promises to be a rollicking
good time!

The performers are 6th,

7th and 8th graders. Some have
been involved with Wildcats on
Stage since the Fall of 6th grade
and plan to continue performing
in high school, and others are
making their debut. “I love
working with LASF and Wild-
cats on Stage, and really appre-
ciate the hard work these kids
are putting into learning their
parts with less than forty hours
of rehearsal time,” said Lindsay-
Steiner. The show is suitable for
all ages.

Showtimes:
Friday, November 2nd - 
6:00 p.m. & a 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, November 3rd - 
5:30 p.m. & a 7:30 p.m. 
Location:
Stanley Middle School 
Multi-Use Building
3455 School Street, Lafayette
Tickets:
$7.00 per person, at the door

Challenge Day Empowers Students at OIS
By Jennifer Wake

Lamorinda schools are well
versed in teaching the three

“Rs” – reading, writing, and
arithmetic – but Orinda Interme-
diate School (OIS) counselors
and administrators believe
fourth and fifth “Rs” are equally
important: Respect and Respon-
sibility.  

As part of OIS’s Character
Education Program, Associate
Principal Jeanne Cusack helped
coordinate Challenge Day at the
school two weeks ago.   The en-
tire eighth grade class of 300
students, along with 75 parents,
staff and teachers, participated
in a complete day of workshops
designed to increase self-es-
teem, help shift dangerous peer
pressure to positive peer sup-
port, and reduce the acceptabil-
ity of teasing, oppression and all
forms of violence on campus.

The day started out with
fun and engaging activities to
establish an environment of
comfort and trust, explained Cu-
sack.  The eighth graders are
placed in groups away from
their friends, and away from
their comfort zone.  

“It started out light, with
lots of fun.  It was designed to
get kids comfortable with each
other,” Cusack said.  “In the ac-
tivities students had the oppor-
tunity to reflect on how they
treated each other and how they

have tolerated differences. At
the end of the day, they realized
that they had the power to make
a change.”  

The Challenge Day pro-
gram is based on the premise
that students should notice what
is going on around them, decide
the right thing to do, and take
action on that decision.

“The Challenge Day lead-
ers referenced ‘Notice, Choose,
Act’ throughout the day,” Cu-
sack said.  “When kids notice
something going on, they need
to choose to act.  If they see
someone being teased, they’ll
now step in and say ‘Hey, that’s
not cool to be doing that.’  It was
amazing for us, as adults, to see
and hear students express them-
selves and offer insights about
how they treat each other.”

In addition to Challenge
Day, OIS has implemented sev-
eral other programs as part of
their Character Education Pro-
gram, including Others First – a
program that supports charita-
ble, altruistic, and humanitarian
activities by students in the local
community.  

“If we only focused on ac-
ademics, I think we’d be miss-
ing a big piece of what kids
need,” Cusack said.  “Middle
school kids are tying to establish
their social status and peer
groups.  It’s important that their

school be an environment where
everyone can feel comfortable
and safe.”  

In February 2007, OIS
was recognized as a 2007 Cali-
fornia School of Character by
the Character Education Part-
nership (CEP) and was one of
25 finalists (from 133 applicants
across the United States) for the
National Schools of Character
award for its comprehensive
character education program,
which has yielded positive re-
sults in student behavior, citi-
zenship, school climate, and
academic performance.  

Following Challenge Day,
60 OIS eighth grade students
signed up to continue the efforts
in a secondary program called
“Be the Change,” which in-
spires participants to create an
environment of compassion, ac-
ceptance and respect on cam-
pus.  Students, staff and teachers
met last Thursday to brainstorm
things that can be done to pro-
mote “Be the Change” around
campus and some staff mem-
bers will attend a training called
“The Next Step” to bring back
more ideas.

“We have definitely seen
our eighth graders embracing
the message and being kinder to
each other,” Cusack said.  “The
big challenge for us is to perpet-
uate that feeling.”

OIS eighth graders move chairs in a frenzied activity as a way to get everyone comfortable with each other



Jamie Westdal is Delighted with Her New Location
Jamie Westdal Studio, 
323 Brookwood Road,
Orinda, 254-9689
Bay Area photographer Jamie
Westdal recently moved into
her colorful new studio next
to Loard’s Ice Cream in
Orinda. After 16 years in
Theatre Square, Jamie’s
growing volume of new and
repeat customers mandated
the search for a larger location.  “This is a beautiful space, with lots
of light and room to welcome clients. I’ll be able to more comfort-
ably shoot large groups, and help my clients select from dozens of
gorgeous custom-made frames for their portraits,” says Westdal.
She has photographed hundreds of families, babies, teenagers,
grandparents, dogs, brides and professionals in Lamorinda.
Got Signs?
The draft for the new Moraga Sign Ordinance is on the agenda of the
Town’s Council for discussion on October 24th.  Interested parties
should come to Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School at 7:30p.m. 
Lafayette’s New Bank Names New CFO
California Bank of Commerce, 270 Lafayette Cir, Lafayette
283-2265 - www.californiabankofcommerce.com/

On October 11th, John Rossell, the Bank’s CEO, announced the ap-
pointment of Randall Greenfield as Chief Financial Officer.  Since
August, Thomas Byrom had been acting in a consulting capacity
and has been part-time CFO.  Rossell pointed at Greenfield’s 30
years of commercial bank finance experience. In his previous po-
sitions, Mr. Greenfield has served as CFO for several successful
commercial banks, including most recently at Diablo Valley Bank
in Danville. (Diablo Valley Bank was acquired in June by Heritage
Commerce Corp., the parent of Heritage Bank of Commerce)
California Bank of Commerce opened in June and expects to move
to its permanent Lafayette’s offices in the Mercantile on Mount Di-
ablo Blvd. by the end of the month.

Chambers of Commerce:
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, 
100 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette - www.lafayettechamber.org

Last month, the Chamber revived the Business Issues/Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee.  At the September meeting many top-
ics were brought up. They included (among many others):
Downtown Strategic Plan, Measure “J”, Regional Housing Needs,
Could we ever support a sales tax increase? New Mercantile, Failed
Roads Measure, and Woodbury and Lafayette Park Terrace projects.
On October 25th at 8 a.m., the Committee Chair, Larry Blodgett,
will decide with participants on which projects to work on and they
will be assigned to members for research.  The purpose is to get the
business community involved in community affairs.   The October
meeting is open to all.

The Lafayette Chamber will participate to a joint Business
Showcase with the Pleasant Hill, Concord and Hispanic Chambers
on November 8th.  This event is co-sponsored by the Lafayette,
Pleasant Hill, Concord and Hispanic Chambers.  Reservations are
now being accepted, applications can be found on the Chamber’s
website, www.lafayettechamber.org.  Last year over 600 visitors
and 140 vendors participated. Hurry, this event sells out.
Chamber of Commerce of Moraga
www.moragachamber.org

Chamber meeting on October 26th, at 8:00 a.m. at Terzetto
Cuisine, 1419 Moraga Way in the Moraga Center.  Everyone is welcome.
Orinda Chamber of Commerce, 24 Orinda Way, Orinda
www.orindachamber.org:

After Hours Mixer, Tuesday, October 23rd, 2007 - 5:30 to
7:00pm.  Location: Park Place Wealth Advisors, 18 Orinda Way,
Orinda.  A great opportunity to meet Chamber members, open to all.

When I met Tom Frainier he
was wearing a paper hair

bonnet that made him look quite
friendly and approachable, in spite
of his towering height.  As CEO, co-
owner and “Chief Boot Licker” of
Semifreddi’s breads (as reads his
business card) he runs one of the
most successful businesses in the
East Bay, in partnership with his
brother-in-law.  But this Moraga dad
is not your traditional successful
businessman and there’s more than
one facet to his portrait.

Frainier joined Semifreddi’s,
the family business, after interrupt-
ing a promising career at the Clorox
Co. in 1988.  “I am interesting in
controlling my own life,”  he af-
firms, and being part of a big com-
pany, even at the executive level,
wasn’t giving him that kind of free-
dom.  Now, almost 20 years later,
the company has grown to $10.5M
in revenue, 120 employees and 350
grocery accounts.  

With his partners, Frainier de-
veloped a marketing strategy that
uses no advertising dollars but relies
on  what he calls “gorilla market-
ing.”   For years, Frainier wore a
“SemiFreddi’s” shirt at all times.
When he started with the firm as a
delivery person, he would randomly
give out loaves of Semifreddi’s
bread to passing motorists.  At Hal-
loween, instead of passing out
candy, he’d give out bags of Semi-
freddi’s croutons.  “You can conquer
your customers through word of
mouth,” believes Frainier.   In the
early days it was not rare for him to
work 90 hours a week.  “You need
to have high energy to run your own
business,” explains Frainier, “but
I’ve mellowed down, now I’m like
all my managers, I do not work
more than 45 hours a week, 30
hours in Emeryville and 10 to 15 at
home in Moraga.”

In fact, Frainier reduced his
hours at Semifreddi’s when he took
on his second job of being a full
time “mom” to his two school age
daughters during the school year.
He says that he had to work even
harder to get that position.  When
the mother of his children decided
to return to her native England, he
decided to seek custody of his
daughters.  Up to this point it was
very rare for a father to obtain cus-
tody of his children in Contra Costa.
But Frainier did prevail, and though
painful on many levels, the situation
brought a whole new dimension to
his life and a fatherly fulfillment he
hadn’t anticipated.  

Frainier loves taking care of

his daughters as he prepares meals,
helps with homework and manages
the house with only a minimum of
help.   This will be his 10th year
coaching soccer for LMYA, he vol-
unteers in his daughters’ classrooms
and often goes on fieldtrips.  This is
what he calls “his labor of love,” and
he still has time for his “fabulous
girlfriend.”

This unique situation has
made him a better CEO, he believes.
“I see myself more as a mentor than
a boss,” he declares.  “My interest is
in having highly motivated employ-
ees who wouldn’t want to work any-
where else.  The key is to treat each
person with respect, give them flex-
ibility in their schedule so they can
have a balanced life, and provide
them with opportunities to learn and
grow.”   This explains the very low
turnover rate in his organization and
the large number of resumes Semi-
freddi’s receives weekly.   

Reflecting on where he is
today, Frainier believes that he
couldn’t have done it without the
support of the community he resides
within.  Local parents have com-
mended him for his daughters’ won-
derful attitude and he thinks that the
teachers at Camino Pablo Elemen-
tary in Moraga have had a great im-
pact on their development.  “They
were all wonderful, M. Adler, Ms.
Elliott, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. McCor-
mack, Mrs. Laughland and of
course Mr. Jennings, the principal.”  

This over-achieving father
has adopted one of the teacher’s
motto to raise his girls: “doing your
best is always good enough” (Mrs.
Laughland, 2nd grade teacher).
“I’m very proud to be a Berkeley
Alumni, but I won’t tell my girls

they have to get there, or Stanford,
or an Ivy League University.  It
doesn’t matter that much in the long
run anyway.  I want them to find
what they love and see them pursue
it with passion.  That’s what I do,
even though it took me a few years
to discover what that passion was.”

For more information about
Semifreddi’s, go to 
www.semifreddis.com.

My most valuable assets are
my customers and my employees. I
can only hope our customers appre-
ciate the benefits we provide to the
communities we serve." 

Snider gives every impression
he's a fighter who trusts the high
level of service his staff provides
and the quality of merchandise he
sells is making a difference. Across
the Way carries moderate to high-
end furnishings and accessories for
the home and garden: “OSH has had
little impact on our lifestyle store,"
added Snider. He believes this is an
encouraging sign local residents
value great customer service and
high quality products above other
transient considerations.

Another local merchant who
might have been seriously impacted
is Kenny Murakami, owner of Mor-
aga Garden Center.  Indeed, Mu-
rakami faced a 16% decrease in
business the first 2 quarters follow-
ing OSH’s opening.   Now, after 2
years of competing with OSH,
Kenny has recaptured all of his lost
business.  “I can’t say I’m happy
about OSH coming to town,” com-
ments the master gardener, “but at

the moment, I’m more concerned
about the weather than I am about
OSH.”  Murakami believes that his
ability to recapture business is the
result of OSH’s focus on quick turn
over plants, such as inexpensive an-
nuals.  Murakami sees himself in the
business of making people better
gardeners, which emanates from his
deep knowledge of plants and the
endless variety of what he has to
offer.

As for local customers, they
seem to be equally opportunistic.
Kathy, a mother of two young chil-
dren reported to prefer shopping at
OSH because she can use a shop-
ping cart to sit her children.  Nancy,
a busy working mother just refuses
to go North of Moraga Way and
stops at OSH when she’s in need of
colorful flowers for her garden.
Others are avid supporters of the lo-
cally owned businesses, “when you
want expert advice on plants and
vegetables, there is no place like
Kenny’s,” confides Rob, an amateur
Moraga gardener.  Jennifer, a Mor-
aga resident for 8 years, wouldn’t go
anywhere else than to Snider’s
shops: “there’s always somebody to

give me the expert advice or tip I
need and I often go to “Across the
Way” for gifts.”

Beyond Moraga, the impact
of OSH on local retailers is minimal
and no other nursery or hardware
stores reported any significant loss
of business.  It is quite understand-
able when looking at the OSH
store’s demographics.  OSH store
customers are roughly 50% Moraga
residents, 15% Orinda residents,
20% Lafayette residents, and the
rest are contractors that come from
further away.  This could be a weak-
ness of this store in that it has diffi-
culty reaching customers beyond the
Moraga borders.  One might wonder
if our small suburb can sustain a
33,000 square foot store like OSH.

Other ways local stores con-
tribute to the community are local
jobs and contributions to commu-
nity organizations and non-profits.
Evensen’s OSH store belongs to a
corporate group with a set of estab-
lished policies and procedures and
he sometimes has to wage an uphill
battle to be able to contribute to local
organizations and events.   He was
happy last year to have been able to

secure a $1000 grant in plants for the
Camino Pablo School garden and
his store now supports a local base-
ball team as well. 

On the other hand, locally
owned Moraga Hardware & Lum-
ber has had to significantly curtail its
once very generous donation policy
to local sports teams, all Eagle scout
projects, the Moraga Education
Foundation, Lamorinda schools,
and local charities. "My ability to
give back to the community we
serve is directly related to the sup-
port I receive from our customers.
When people support locally owned
and operated stores, business own-
ers have the opportunity to give
back to the community they belong
to and they love to do it!" says
Snider, who has lived in Moraga
since 1989 and has two children in
local school districts. "Locally
owned and operated businesses can
do more for their community than
chain stores owned by publicly
traded companies because we are
loyal to our community, not a group
of shareholders. If we have the com-
munity’s support, we will give
back!"
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business
briefs

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com or 

contact Lamorinda Weekly at 925-377-0977.

Mike Rosa State Farm Agent, 
1042 Country Club Dr Suite 2D • Moraga
license # 0F45583 • 925-376-2244 • Mike@MikeRosa.org

Homes need some work, 
Lowest prices in town, 
$250,000 to  $800,000.
FREE Recorded Message
800-552-0473 ext 9900

Investor Special

Visit www.NorCalDistressedHomes.com 

French or Victorian Antiques
Wood Repair • Spring Retie

Cushion Refill Service
Dining Chair(s)

- Your Fabric Or Ours -

Restoration Services for 

Sofa • Loveseat • Chairs

Pick-up or delivery
3655 Foothill Blvd • Oakland, CA 94601

510-535-9807 • cell 510-228-5789

Custom Upholstery • Quality Labor Since 1969

Personalized Nutrition Programs

Lasting weight loss

Lower Cholesterol

Call today to schedule your
Fitness & Body Composition Analysis

254-1080
www.lamorindanutrition.com

89 Davis Rd. #180, Orinda

LOOKING FOR

OFFICE SPACE?

Newly refurbished 

offices available for rent

Moraga Executive Plaza

346 Rheem Blvd.

Convenient location, parking

Contact: 510-220-8878

2 Years Later: Assessing the Impact of OSH on the Local Retail Scene ... continued from page 7

Tom Frainier: Character Wanted!
By Sophie Braccini

Tom Frainier, "hands on" in Semifreddi's
bakery in Emeryville     Photo Sophie Braccini

Left to right as you look at the picture: Tom Park - Executive Vice President, Mark DeVincenzi - Chief Marketing Officer, John

Rossell - President & CEO, Roxy Klein - Director and Chair of the Investment Committee, Virginia Robbins - Chief Administra-

tive Officer, Steve Shelton - Executive Vice President Photo Katy Dyer
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American
Bistro 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108
Chow Restaurant 53 Lafayette Cir, Laf 962-2469 
Hungry Hunter 3201 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 938-3938 
Quiznos 3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0200
Ranch House 1012 School St, Mor 376-5127 
Terzetto Cuisine 1419 Moraga Way, Mor 376-3832 
The Cheese Steak Shop 3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-1234
BBQ
Bo’s Barbecue  3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7133 
Burger Joint
Flippers  960 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-1567
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 400 Park, Mor 376-8888 
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 76 Moraga Way, Ori 254-8888 
Café
Express Cafe 3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd # 170, Laf 283-7170 
Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens 23 Lafayette Cir, Laf 299-8040 
Geppetto’s caffe 87 Orinda Way, Ori 253-9894
California Cuisine
Gigi’s 1005 Brown St., Laf 962-0882
Metro Lafayette 3524 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-4422
Shelby’s 2 Theatre Sq, Ori 254-9687  
Chinese
Asia Palace Restaurant 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
Chef Chao Restaurant 343 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1740 
China Moon Restaurant 380 Park St, Mor 376-1828
The Great Wall Restaurant 3500 Golden Gate Way, Laf 284-3500 
Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine 1 Orinda Way # 1, Ori 253-9852 
Lily’s House  3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf 284-7569 
Mandarin Flower 581 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-7839
Panda Express 3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0288
Szechwan Chinese Restaurant 79 Orinda Way, Ori 254-2020 
Uncle Yu’s Szechuan 999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf 283-1688
Yan’s Restaurant 3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-2228 

Coffee Shop
Millie’s Kitchen 1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf 283-2397 
Squirrel’s Coffee Shop 998 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-7830
Village Inn Café 290 Village Square, Ori 254-6080 
Continental
Petar’s Restaurant 32 Lafayette Cir, Laf 284-7117 
Vino Restaurant 3531 Plaza Way, Laf 284-1330 
Duck Club Restaurant 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108 
Hawaiian Grill
Lava Pit  2 Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori 253-1338 
Indian
India Palace  3740 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5700 
Swad Indian Cuisine 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9575
Italian
Giardino 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3869 
La Finestra Ristorante 100 Lafayette Cir, St. 101, Laf 284-5282 
La Piazza 15 Moraga Way, Ori 253-9191 
Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria 975 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-3081 
Michael’s 1375 Moraga Way, Mor 376-4300
Mondello’s 337 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-2533
Nino’s Bay #2 Theater Square, Ste. 153, Ori 253-1327
Pizza Antica 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0500 
Postino 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8700 
Ristorante Amoroma 360 Park St, Mor 377-7662 
Japanese
Asia Palace Sushi Bar 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
Blue Ginko 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9020 
Kane Sushi 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-9709 
Niwa Restaurant 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori 254-1606 
Serika Restaurant 2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori 254-7088 
Tamami’s Japanese Restaurant 356 Park St, Mor 376-2872 
Yu Sushi 19 Moraga Way, Ori 253-8399 
Jazz Dinner Club
Joe’s of Lafayette 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Laf 299-8807
The Orinda House 65 Moraga Way, Ori 258-4445
Mediterranean
Alex’s 2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori 254-5290 
Oasis Café 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8822  
Per Tutti Ristorante 3576 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5225

Mexican
360 Gourmet Burrito 3655 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1270
El Charro Mexican Dining 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-2345
El Jaro Mexican Cafe 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6639 
La Cocina Mexicana 23 Orinda Way, Ori 258-9987 
Mucho wraps 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor 377-1203
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf 283-8740  
Celia’s Restaurant 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-8288 
El Balazo 3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-8700 
Maya Mexican Grill 74 Moraga Way, Ori 258-9049
Numero Uno Taqueria 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1333
Pizza
Aladino’s Pizza 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6363 
Mountain Mike’s Pizza 504 Center St, Mor 377-6453 
Pennini’s 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-1515 
Round Table Pizza  “361 Rheem Blvd, “, Mor 376-1411 
Round Table Pizza  3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-0404
Village Pizza 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori 254-1200 
Zamboni’s Pizza 1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori 254-2800 
Sandwiches/Deli
Bianca’s Deli  1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor 376-4400 
Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub 64 Moraga Way , Ori 254-7202
Gourmet Bistro Café 484 Center St, Mor 376-1551
Kasper’s Hot Dogs 103 Moraga Way, Ori 253-0766 
Noah’s Bagels 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0716 
Orinda Deli 19 F Orinda Way, Ori 254-1990
Singaporean/Malaysian
Kopitiam 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1653
South American
The Patio Tapas and Restaurant 960 Moraga Road, Laf 299-6885 
Steak 
Casa Orinda 20 Bryant Way, Ori 254-2981 
Tea 
Patesserie Lafayette 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf 283-2226 
Thai
Amarin Thai Cuisine 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd # B, Laf 283-8883
Baan Thai  99 Orinda Way, Ori 253-0989 
Royal Siam 512 Center St, Mor 377-0420 
Siam Orchid 23 Orinda Way # F, Ori 253-1975

LAMORINDA’s Restaurants

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to
be listed. LW is not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently printed misinformation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue. 

•• updated September 5, 2007 ••

!Celebrating Our 3rd Year!

Fish Tacos - Shrimp Burritos - Fajitas - Tostadas
Enchiladas - Chicken Mole - Steak Ranchero Plates

Pork Chili Verde - Carnitas - Chicken Ranchero - Burritos & Tacos
Vegetarian Available - Serving Beer and Wine

Dine In,
Take Out,

and Catering
Kids Menu

Mon.-Sat., 11am-8pm
74 Moraga Way, Orinda

(925) 258-9049

Mexican Grill

Fabulous Italian   
Fare & Vino served 

Tue. thru Sun. from 5pm

925-376-2533

337 Rheem Blvd.
Moraga

www.mondellos.com

Catering 
& Take-out
available

Eggplant Parmigiana

$28.95

Chicken Parmigiana

$30.95

each comes with:

Pasta & Vegetables

Family Salad

Home made bread

Parmesan cheese

(serves 4)

Spaghetti & Meatballs

$21.95

Lasagna Della Casa

$25.95

each comes with:

Family Salad

Home made bread

Parmesan cheese

(serves 4)

Family special take-out

Petar's Restaurant
is located in the heart of

Lafayette at 
32 Lafayette Circle.  

925-284-7117

Petar's is open for lunch
Monday through Saturday

from 11:30 to 4:00 and
open for dinner nightly.

*through November in Petar's lounge or patio only. 
Not good with any other coupons, discounts 
or promotional offers.

Must present
coupon!

�

Top
Sirloin Steak
Fall Special

2 Theatre Square #153

ORINDA 925-253-1327
Mon-Sat: Lunch 11 - 2 • Dinner 4 - 10

Sunday:  noon - 9:30pm

NINO’S Specials

Pitcher of Beer 

$15
4  to 6 pm every night

Trunmer Pils, Stella, 

Sierra Nevada,Bud Light

Cioppino available

Free Appetizer 

with two entrees

just 
opened

Giardino
Ristorante Italiano

3400 Mt. Diablo Blvd
Lafayette • (925) 283-3869

10% Discount
with this Ad
(can not combined
with other offers)

Lunch Wed-Fri 11-2 • Dinner Mon-Sun 5-9

Now offering

Special Discounts

For Holiday 

Partie
s

Giardino
Lafayette

EST 1947

3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette         925-283-2345

I plan to spend my 60th birthdat at EC. 
You are my very favorite restaurant. There is 
nothing like it anywhere!    Susan Wise

The Autumn Harvest
Part I – Mushrooms that stand out
By Chef Dan Leff

The bountiful fall harvest
more than makes up for

shorter, cooler days. Exotic
mushrooms, normally
among the most expensive
items in the produce section,
are available now at unpar-
alleled freshness and prices.

It’s time to use these beau-
ties in a way that spotlights
their appearance, flavor, and
texture.

Let’s focus on three
types of mushrooms that
aren’t widely used on Amer-
ican tables:

Matsutake
The best of these feature large, firm caps
and thick stalks. If they are too light, it
means they’re starting to dry out.
They’re a grayish-brown color. Top
notch ones sell for around $14.00 per
pound – typically, half a pound of these
is more than enough for most purposes.

Golden Chanterelles
I’ve seen these for $10.00 per pound lo-
cally (and nearly half that at Seattle’s
Pike Place Market, but I’m out of fre-
quent flyer miles). They require some
care in cleaning but they are worth the
effort. They should be dry but not with-
ered – check the caps carefully for signs
of rotting, an affliction that these fragile
specimens often suffer from.

Pink and Yellow Oyster Mushroom
Again, these top out at around $10.00 a
pound. Normal (brown) Oyster mush-
rooms are available most of the year, but
these colorful varieties are definitely sea-
sonal specialties. They should be in firm,
tight bunches, with no rotting.

Washing
Matsutakes should be
cleaned carefully with a
piece of paper towel that’s
been dampened with cold
water. Dirt can stick to this
variety tenaciously – be as
aggressive as possible in
cleaning them, but try to
avoid damaging them.

Golden Chanterelles
are prone to flecks of dirt
and “no-see-ums” – annoy-
ing little insects that hide in
the gills. The 3-bowl
method works best: Fill
three bowls with cold water,
and place copious paper
toweling at one end of this
array. Working quickly,
dunk the chanterelles into
the first bowl, then the sec-

ond, then the third, and onto
the towels to dry. You’ll no-
tice that the water in the first
bowl will be dark with dirt,
then slightly lighter in each
following bowl – these
mushrooms are dirtier than
they look! Excess moisture
harms them, so fast work is
a must here.

Oyster mushrooms
don’t need a heavy hand in
cleaning. Be sure to get in-
side the inner stalks, if they
come in a large clump.

Preparation
Mushrooms this beautiful
and distinctive shouldn’t be
hidden away in soup or a
stew. They are best used to
top off any dish where they

can stand out – on top of a
pizza, as a garnish for a filet
of fresh fish, or mixed in
with some top-quality
sautéed vegetables. Making
them the object of attention
means handling them with
specific care.
Matsutakes are firm and
meaty. The caps can be cut
into slices, then slice the
stems, cutting across. Don’t
slice them too thick or the
finished product will be too
chewy! Sauté them in olive
oil or butter over high heat
until all the juices have ren-
dered out and then been re-
absorbed. Season them
lightly with salt and pepper,
then let them rest on a sheet
pan.

Chanterelles are more deli-
cate. Don’t take a knife to
them – tear them by hand
into long strips. Sauté them
with some minced shallots
for extra flavor. They exude
a lot of liquid, and require
more cooking than the Mat-
sutakes. Once the juices
have reabsorbed, season
them and let them rest in the
same fashion.
Oyster mushrooms are not
quite as fragile as
Chanterelles, but they
should be handled and
cooked the same way. The
bright colors of the pink and
yellow varieties will fade
somewhat with cooking, but
they are still original enough
to merit use as a garnish.

Hungry?    Take a look at what 
Moraga Parks and Rec is cooking up!
Indian Non-Vegetarian Cooking Class
Learn to enjoy autumnal bounty from your garden Indian-style.
Learn to make a light autumn meal with a tomato-based curry for
your favorite seasonal fish. Ages 16 and older are welcome. 
Cost is $57 with a $15 materials fee. 
Class will be Saturday, October 27 from 1-3:30pm.

Kids in the Kitchen
Introduce your kids to cooking healthy meals and learning healthy
eating habits. Kids will focus on the benefits of color in their diet
and learn how to help prepare the family meal. 
Ages 4-6 are welcome. 
Cost is $22 with a $5 materials fee. 
Class will be Saturday, November 3 and 10, from 10:00-11:15 am.

Kids in the Kitchen
Kids learn the benefits of healthy eating and how to cook and
grow what you eat. They will also learn the importance of grow-
ing your own vegetables. Participants will each get a plant to take
home. Ages 7-12 are welcome. 
Cost is $27 with a $5 materials fee. 
Class will be Saturday, November 3 and 10, from 12:30-2:30 pm.

About 
Chef Dan Leff…
After graduating from
the CA Culinary Acad-
emy in 1995, I’ve
worked in venues
around the Bay Area.
Having worked with
Bradley Ogden at the
Lark Creek Inn, I spe-
cialize in Classic American cuisine, using seasonal ingre-
dients, with a fine dining emphasis. 
Chef Dan Leff Catering focuses on intimate, elegant sit-
down dinners and small corporate events.
http://www.chefdanleff.com, 
email: ChefDanLeff@aol.com, phone: 510-530-1243

This recipe is available on our web site. Go to:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

See our 
Advertising rates online: 

www.lamorindaweekly.com
or call 925.377.0977



Although PfSE has helped facilitate
changes in the Moraga parks and
school district, JunFish says contin-
ued spraying around the shopping
malls, apartment buildings and in
single-family homes pose potential
hazards. 

“Most people are not aware
how pesticides, especially when
they are tracked indoors, could stay
active for months inside a home
and expose children,” she said.  

Currently, the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency relies on
those who apply pesticides, includ-
ing landowners, to decide whether
or not they want to take the risk of
using toxic pesticides.  It is illegal
for any pest control operators (such
as True Green Chem Lawn, Ter-
minex, Clark, etc.) to tell residents
that pesticides are safe or non-toxic.  

Additionally, JunFish says
risk assessments that were used in
the past to approve pesticides and
many other chemicals were based

on 30-year-old healthy white
males.  

“Now even the EPA is begin-
ning to accept almost 10 years of
accumulating research showing
children are hundreds of times
more susceptible to certain pesti-
cides than adults,” she said.  “In
proportion to their size, children
breathe drink and eat more than
adults and do not have the full set
of liver enzymes that could help
break down some toxins and, addi-
tionally, are more susceptible to
pesticide exposure because they
have more hand-to-mouth habits
and play low to the ground.”

Approximately one-third of
the total pounds of pesticides used
in California in any given year are
known to be particularly toxic to
humans, whether as immediate
(acute) poisons, chronic toxins or
both.

Every three years, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control bio-
monitors several thousand people
randomly for numerous toxins, in-
cluding pesticides.  They are find-
ing an increasing amount of
pyrethroids – the number one pes-

ticide family of choice currently
used by pest control operators for
insect control – in those tested.  

“Like DDT was banned in
the1970s, pyrethroids will likely
also be banned or strictly limited in
use in the future,” said JunFish.  “If
we don’t curb our use of unneces-
sary chemicals of convenience, we
will continue to see multitudes of
chronic illnesses in ourselves, in
pets, and in wildlife as a result.”

So what can you do?  PfSE
suggests choosing least-toxic alter-
natives to get rid of pests, and limit
fertilizer usage or change to organic
fertilizers that are slow releasing.  

For more information about
Parents for a Safer Environment
and information and links for solu-
tions to abating or getting rid of al-
most any pest among other topics,
visit www.pfse.net.  PfSE is seek-
ing a part-time staff person for re-
search and advocacy work.

We are blessed by a cli-
mate that permits

winter vegetable gardening.
It is not uncommon to be able
to supply the table with salad
from the garden all winter
long.  Broccoli, kale and
many other edible species
also do quite well.  However,
some gardeners would rather
give their kitchen garden a
rest during the cool months,
or even better, plant crops that
will fertilize and amend it.

Green manuring is
the planting of crops intended
to be cut down and turned in
the soil at a later date.  There
are two types of green ma-
nures: legumes and non-
legumes.  Legumes, such as
clover, beans, peas, vetch, al-
falfa, help fix nitrogen from
the air, making it available for
organic matter breaking up
heavy soils.  Usually, people

plant green manures as a win-
ter cover drop, but you can
plant them year round.  Octo-
ber is an especially good
month for planting the
legumes, and it is your best
opportunity for peas.  You can
plant the other plants into No-
vember, and a December
sewing will still give you
some results.

A common winter cover
crop consists of a grass and a
legume such as winder rye-
grass and purple vetch.  The
ryegrass has 2’ roots which
help bring nutrients up from
deep in the soil, and as an ad-
ditional local benefit, it grows
well even in heavy clays.  It
helps open up the soil (after
the rye is cut down and turned
under, those 2” deep roots re-
main, decomposing and creat-
ing vertical, compost filled,
cracks in the soil).  The vetch
will fix nitrogen in the soil
and increase its fertility. Most
legumes have a symbiotic re-
lationship with a bacterium
that lives on their roots and

develops the nodules that will
fix the air’s nitrogen in a way
the plant can use.  So leave
the roots in the soil. 

Generally, you want to
cut down green manures
when they are beginning to
bloom but before they mature
and set seed.  The plants are
more succulent, less fibrous
and break down faster in the
soil.  You can chop up the
green manure with a spade or
rotary mower, or turn it under
with tiller.  If you choose fava
beans and peas you can eat

the edible part before the
plant is used for green manur-
ing.  The plant might be a lit-
tle tougher, so you might have
to shred it before you work it
in your soil. 

Planting requirements:
Fava Beans: sew to a rate of 3
to 5 pounds for 1000 square
foot, Annual Rye grass: 1 to 2
pounds for 1000 square foot,
Purple Vetch: 1 to 3 pounds
for 1000 square foot and
Peas: 2 to 4 pounds for 1000
square foot. 
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Annual Fall Sale
October 1st - 31st

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

Free Plants with Purchase

50% Off 
5 Gallon Roses

up to 50% Off
Fruit Trees & General Nursery

Stock, selected items

9am-5pm
7 days a week

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured
sured

October 29th thru November 4th!

Autumn Is Here!
YEAH! It’s time for our 
FALL CLEARANCE SALE 

October 27th thru November 4th.

Come in early for first dibbs on the floor samples we will be clearing out
with discounts up to 60% off original retail, plus other great discounts.

Original retail price, good for ine item only. One
coupon per family please. Offer expires 11/15/07.

3454 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette   •   (925) 284-0159   •   www.keenanheinz.com
Sun-Mon 11-5 / Tues-Sat 10-6

October Sale
• 25% off of 1-gallon to 

15- gallon perennials, 
trees and shrubs 
(in-stock items only, no special orders)

• Fruit Trees 1/2 off.

• Tree roses and shrub roses
1/2 off !! (except carpet roses)

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713
- Open Daily -

NurseryMcDonnell

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Hello Customers!Our annual October sale has begun. Come in nowfor great savings. We look forward to seeingyou in this month.McDonnell Nursery

Winter Crops that Will Amend your Soil and Save You Time
By Kenny Murakami and Sophie Braccini

This technique is
known as 
“green manuring.”

Green manure Alfalfa

Kenny Murakami, Moraga Garden Center holding Fava Beans

Parents for a Safer Environment founder Susan JunFish, MPH, smiles as children play at Moraga

Commons.  Her work has helped make parks and schools safer for children

Lush Lawns, Pest-Free Homes . . . But At What Cost?
... continued from page 5

Moraga Men Read Books Too
Submitted by Dean Mayer
Skinny Dip; By Carl Hiaasen; Alfred A. Knopf, publisher, 2004, 355 pages

Lamorinda parents may be more
familiar with Carl Hiaasen for

his young readers’ book, Hoot, than
for his novels aimed at adults. But
Hiaasen, a Florida-born author and
Miami Herald journalist, has writ-
ten some 10 novels for those be-
yond school age, including Skinny
Dip, a piece of crisply written, satir-
ical crime fiction filled with dark
humor. 

Our “Moraga Men Read
Books Too” book group (see how
you can join below) found Skinny
Dip to be light, fun summertime
reading that, of course, you can
enjoy any time of the year. Call it
Elmore Leonard meets Dave Barry,
which makes for an entertaining
blend that’s just right for lazy Sun-
days, airplane flights or a few days
at the pool.

Skinny Dip opens with in-
competent marine scientist Chaz
Perrone pushing his beautiful,
heiress wife Joey Perrone over-
board from a luxury cruise ship on
the Atlantic, miles from Key West.
Chaz isn’t out for his wife’s fortune.
Rather, he fears Joey has discovered

the profitable pollution scam he’s
running on behalf of a ruthless
agribusiness tycoon who wants to
continue illegally dumping fertilizer
into the endangered Everglades.

Unfortunately for Chaz, Joey,
a former swimming champ, doesn’t
drown. She makes her way back to
shore thanks to a wayward bale of
Jamaican marijuana (how Florida
can you get?) and Mick Stranahan,
a moody, loner ex-cop who also has
struck out in the marriage depart-
ment. Then Joey (with Mick’s help)
launches a devious plot of revenge
aimed at driving Chaz crazy and
making him pay for his misdeeds.

Though Joey and Mick could
be a little better developed as char-
acters, their counter-plotting against
the increasingly paranoid Chaz is
compelling. Hiaasen also introduces
several other fascinating characters,
including a misplaced Norwegian
police investigator and a rough but
occasionally sympathetic hench-
man for the agribusiness tycoon.
Scenes of the henchman’s tender
visits with an old woman in a nurs-
ing home are well-crafted.  

Hiaasen is at his best when he
describes the tragic destruction of
the Everglades due mostly to greed
and corruption by developers and
puppet politicians lusting after a
buck through the decades. It’s easy
to see why Hiaasen is regarded by
many as an important environmen-
tal voice striving to save his beloved
Florida from continued plundering.

Is Skinny Dip classic litera-
ture? No, but most of you should
find it an enjoyable, satiric romp in-
jected with mystery, over-the-top
characters, make-you-laugh situa-
tions, and a few cynical truths about
people and society.

“Moraga Men Read Books
Too” meets monthly, usually on
Monday night at Pennini’s over
pizza and a beverage. We’re a small
book group and welcome new
members. We talk about the books,
but we’re not intense. We laugh
about things and check out the
sports on Pennini’s big screen TV.
To learn more or join us, please
email dmayer@clifbar.com or call
Dean at 247-0836.
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Contra Costa 
Adventure Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

•   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •

ServicesServices

Music lessons

Help wanted

Help wanted

Classes Offered

Office Rentals

Yard sale

Affordable Classified ads. Submit online: 
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/html/classified.html

$3 per line in bold, $2 per regular line, 3 lines minimum (max 30 Characters per line)

FERARU&
A S S O C I AT E S

510-228-7366

EARTHQUAQE RETROFITING, DECKS,
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, FENCES,
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

KITCHEN AND 
BATH REMODELING
ADDITIONS

www.feraru.us

Myles' Hauling (925)360-2779
Affordable Dependable
Serving Lamorinda for 10 years

Gutters and Roofs cleared
Fall yard cleanup, leafs raked, gar-
den projects and maintenance
Orinda resident, references. Charles
925.254.5533 or 925.528.9385

Window Washing/Rain Gutter
Cleaning (925) 210-7400
Flawless results guaranteed! 
Insured, prompt service, free est.

Rod Plumbing
Licensed, insured, bonded 
For all your plumbing needs
925-708-7080, www.rodplumbing.com

Terry's Painting Company
Decks, Fences, Interior, Exterior
Repairs and Pressure Washing
Lic # 851058. bonded. 
Call 925-788-1663

Flute & Piano teacher
Classical-jazz - all levels
Nika Rejto 925-284-7797
nikarejto.com

Rent private office with balcony,
in an  architect’s offices  across
from the  Orinda Theater . 
350 sq. ft., $750 + utilities. 
Please call 253.7828

Growing Orinda Preschool
seeking Teacher’s Aide with
6 ECE units. Part-time, M-F.
email susuekoeper@yahoo.com

Pre-screened caregivers to help
seniors remain independent in
their own homes: errands, meal
prep., housekeeping, bathing,
medication reminders etc.
Call for free assessment.
925-376-8000

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendly service and
remarkable results!
(Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Rental
Orinda House for Lease
4 bdrm/2 ba, ranch style, Ivy Drive
area. Walking distance to Del
Rey, OIS, Miramonte. Serene
setting. Short term or long term
lease available. $3850/month.
510-325-6060

Please support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping with our advertisers and telling
them you saw their ad! Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Anandi's Living Yoga in Moraga
offering private, customized
instruction regardless of your physical
ability. Restore yourself spiritually,
physically, & emotionally. "It's not a
workout, It's a workin!" contact
Anandi anytime at 510-910-0856.

JB Fence Company
Lamorinda's premier fence
builder. Top quality materials
and workmanship. Lic. 675223.
(925)299-6770 or visit us
at www.jbfence.com

Shared Housing, Lg Furnished
Bedroom,  Moraga $700. Shared
house with 3 mature/older
professionals. No pets, smoking,
drugs or heavy drinking. Email
mcedgemon@hotmail.com

More than 60 of the 120 Mor-
aga Bocce Club players

from throughout Lamorinda gath-
ered at the Hacienda de las Flores
in Moraga last week to celebrate
the winners of the Bocce Ball
Championship Playoffs and do
what they do best:  Have fun.

The Master of Ceremonies
for the event was Dom Sidari – the
person responsible for bringing
bocce ball to the Commons and
bringing players to the courts.
When he stood up to make a few
remarks, the crowd erupted with
cheers of, “Hip, hip, hurray!”

“The bocce ball courts
wouldn’t have happened – at least
for many, many years – if not for
Dom,” said Nancy Richardson, the
former Town of Moraga Parks and
Recreation Director who helped
Dom get approval for the courts
over ten years ago.  “Dom came
into my office and said, ‘I want a
bocce ball court,’ and I said, ‘Go
for it.’”

And go for it, he did.
Dom traveled to Oakland for

the best materials after researching
some of the top courts in the area,
such as the courts located in Mar-
tinez.  “He got real oyster shell for
the base of the court; only the best
of the best,” player Jeff Schwartz
said.

For Dom’s wife, Jean, the
endeavor has been a time-consum-
ing one, but she says he loves it.

“It takes a lot of time,” she said.
“A lot of people have asked to help
and he says, ‘No.  I’ll take care of
it.’  

“Then I say: What about the
house?” she added with a chuckle.

Many of the players came to
the sport simply from knowing
Dom.  Leslie Schreiner has been
playing for the past four years after
Dom invited her out to play.  Other
players now say she’s “a natural.”

“I love it!” she said.  “Bowl-
ing?  Forget it.  I like the people we
play with and the team.”

John April of Orinda ex-
plained bocce ball is not just an old
guys’ game.  “Leslie’s the reason
we don’t have a trophy,” he said,
laughing.  This was his first year
playing, and April said it was frus-
trating at times, but he plans to
keep at it.  

“I’ll get better,” he said.
As for the first-place win-

ners of the tournament, the Frank
Glowatch Team received awards
for their achievement, but in keep-
ing with the relaxed atmosphere of
the evening, only first names were
engraved on the trophies:  Phil,
Dug, Paula, Frank, Jim, Darcy and
Wayne.

“We have great cama-
raderie,” April said.  “It’s a great
way to build relationships in the
neighborhood.”  

The next goal for Dom?
Two more courts at the Commons.

Bocce Ball 
Awards Banquet Lights up Hacienda
By Jennifer Wake

Tough Tournament Ends with a Blast
By Alex Crook

Saint Mary’s Men Battle #21 Gonzaga 
By Kevin D. Shallat

The Saint Mary’s men’s soc-
cer team began West Coast

Conference play on Friday, Oct. 5,
hosting the Bulldogs of Gonzaga
University.  Although Saint
Mary’s was able to grind out a
tough match against the 21st
ranked team in the nation, the
Gaels lost the match 1-0 on a hard
luck goal.

The game started off shaky
for the Gaels as Gonzaga was able
to control the ball in Saint Mary’s
territory for much of the opening
period.  It looked as if the Gaels
were in for a long afternoon.

However, after the first few
minutes of the game the Gaels
seemed to realize that they were
plenty good enough to have a shot
at winning this game.  Gael mid-
fielder Erik Robert did a good job
of forcing the ball into Bulldog
territory, as he made some nice
passes on the run to set up his fel-
low teammates.  Midfielder Dylan
Leslie had a couple of nice shots
on goal, including one penalty
kick, which was stopped by the
Gonzaga goalkeeper.  Standout
Gael goalkeeper Brian Mason was
able to help keep the game tied at
0-0 going into the half.

The second half was even
more impressive than the first, as
the Gaels had possession of the
ball for much of the half.  Mid-
fielder Justin Kim was a spark
plug for the Gaels, as he was able
to cut right down the middle of the
Gonzaga defense throughout the
second half.  One of the shots by
Kim looked as if it was going in,
as it was hammered toward the
Gonzaga goal.  Their goalie was
able to stop a sure goal by leaping
up and over, completely out-

stretched, to save a goal for the
Bulldogs.  

Despite the Gaels impres-
sive defense, Saint Mary’s caught
a bad break in their own territory
when Gonzaga midfielder Grant
Lundberg kicked a shot on goal
that was completely blocked by a
Saint Mary’s defender.  The ball
bounced away, but it had a funny
spin to it, and wound up rolling
parallel to the goal line.  The ball
looked like a bunted baseball
rolling down the base line, teeter-
ing on the edge of fair or foul.  Un-
fortunately for the Gaels, the ball
rolled the wrong way across the
line and into the Saint Mary’s goal.

The good news?  There was
plenty enough time for the Gaels
to come back.  With 3:50 left to
play, Robert had an opportunity to
tie the game on a nice shot on goal,
but the Gonzaga goalkeeper again
denied the Gaels a chance to tie.  

The last good opportunity
came on a corner kick to freshman
Kyle Deremer, who did a great job
in heading the ball toward the net,
but the ball sailed up and over the
goal.  The Gaels went on to lose
this one in a hard fought loss by a
score of 1-0.

Catch the next Gaels game
by checking the schedule online
at: www.SMCGaels.com

Jared Medina (6), Goal Keeper Brian Mason, Justin Kim (17) Photo Tod Fierner

Erik Robert (3) Photo Tod Fierner

The 2007 Acalanes Water
Polo Tournament was held

at Campolindo High School.
Play began on a rainy Friday and
ended with a thrilling Cam-
polindo victory on Saturday as
the Cougars boys’ water polo
sunk the competition at this two-
day event. 

Campolindo started by de-
feating Clayton Valley in the first
round, bringing them into the
quarterfinals against Northgate.
Another win brought the
Cougars to the semifinals against
Santa Margarita, where they pre-
vailed 6-3.  

The championship featured
host Campolindo against visiting
St. Francis. Campo caught the
Lancers early and pulled to a 2-0
first quarter lead. With 2:17 left in
the first, St. Francis woke up,
beating keeper TJ Barni to cut the
lead in half.  One additional goal
for each side left the score 3-2 in
favor of the Cougars at the quarter.

The Lancers came back
strong and found themselves
leading just 1:02 into the second
half.  Helped by a beautiful back-
hand goal, St. Francis took con-
trol for the first time, leading 6-5.
The Cougars came back in the
fourth quarter with junior Chris
Dyer scoring easily on a 5-meter
penalty shot to tie the game at 6.
Campo then pulled ahead at the
2:00 mark on a key goal from
Dyer. With only 10 seconds left,
St. Francis forced overtime with
a game-tying goal. In overtime,
however, Chris Dyer was at it
again. With 2:42 left in sudden
death, Dyer finished off St. Fran-
cis, winning the tournament for
host Campolindo. 

In all, Dyer finished with
four goals in the championship
game, leading his team to vic-
tory.   

In the third place match,
De La Salle prevailed over the
Santa Margarita Eagles, a team

who made the long trip from
Southern California. In the
fourth quarter, De La Salle found
itself with a 5-2 lead, but the Ea-
gles rallied and scored another
with 1:36 left. But one late goal
was strictly enough for the De La
Salle defense, and the Spartans
held on and were awarded third
place.

First round:
Acalanes defeats (d.) Pinole Valley
Santa Margarita d. Drake
Campolindo d. Clayton Valley
Northgate d. Las Lomas
St. Francis d. Berkeley
Marin Catholic d. Ygnacio Valley
De La Salle d. Alhambra
Monte Vista d. Novato
Quarterfinals:
Santa Margarita d. Acalanes
Campolindo d. Northgate
St. Francis d. Marin Catholic
De La Salle d. Monte Vista
Semifinals:
Campolindo 6, Santa Margarita 3
St. Francis 9, De La Salle 5
Championship Game:
Campolindo 8, St. Francis 7 (in overtime)

Third Place Game:
De La Salle 5, Santa Margarita 2
Fifth Place Game:
Acalanes 10, Monte Vista 3
Seventh Place Game:
Northgate 7, Marin Catholic 6

Loomis Stephen shoots for the second Campo goal Photo Andy Scheck

Chris Dyer shoots for the goal

Ron Lopes, Moraga Photo Andy Scheck

Dom Sidari and his wife Jean take pleasure in watching team play

Catering for intimate, 
elegant sit down dinners and
small corporate events. Chef
Dan Leff Catering: 510-530-1243
or chefdanleff@aol.com

RETAIL • Work Part-Time  • Flexible Hours • Store Associates
Tuesday Morning is a nationwide retailer selling first quality close-
outs. Our erchandise mix includes famous designer and name
brand merchandise for the home, gifts and more at deeply dis-
counted prices. Requires the ability to lift up to 50lbs.  Tuesday
Morning’s offers a 401(k) with Co. match and a 20% merchandise
discount. Apply in person: 444 Center Street, Moraga. EOE 

YARD SALE 
14 Silvia Court

Moraga, CA 
Saturday, October 20th. 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM



Big crowds turned up for the
girls volleyball match-up be-

tween the Miramonte Matadors
and last year’s state champion
Campolindo Cougars, Thursday,
Oct. 4.  Miramonte had a tall order
to fill in playing the Cougars, yet
the players and fans were deter-
mined to give Campolindo a run
for their money.  

The Matadors played in-
spired volleyball with the help of
their home crowd, but they were
unable to stop the defending
champions from winning this
match, 3-1.

The Mats would hang tight
in the first game and get the score
to within one point, at 20-21.
Campolindo’s outside hitter and
middle blocker, Chandler Moore,
did a nice job of putting the game
out of reach with a tremendous
spike for a side-out point, fol-
lowed by a service point.  Campo
won this first game, 25-21.

In the second game Mira-
monte was unable to get consis-
tent sets by the net, yet they did a
tremendous job to keep the score

close.  Outside hitter Kari Johnson
did a fantastic job of serving for
the Mats, dropping a number of
serves directly in front of the
Cougar’s net.  Late in the second
game the Mats were able to solve
their setting issues and establish a
killer combo between their libero
and outside hitter.  

Libero Mary Diamantidis
dished out a host of assists to fel-
low Matador outside hitter Juliana
Stivanicevic.  The two were able
to guide the Matadors to a 25-22
victory and tie the match at 1-1.

Things were looking good
for the Matadors and they jumped
out to an early 12-9 lead in the
third game.  Outside hitter Kelsey
Ross powered a spike past two
Campolindo defenders to help the
Matadors take the lead.  Outside
hitter Kim Condie did a nice job
for Campolindo, as her serves pro-
vided a big lift to help put the
Cougars up 24-22.  The Matadors
recorded a nice dunk style spike to
tie the game at 25-25.  However,
Campo was able to spread the of-
fense more by getting everyone

involved, as they won this tightly
contested game by a score of 27-
25.  

“We’re all very athletic…so
I think we’re able to contribute
from many positions out there,”
said Campolindo Head Coach
Scott Bishop.

In the fourth game Campo
would jump out to a 12-6 start, and
never look back.  Libero Alessan-
dra Neason served well when it
counted most for Campolindo.
Freshman setter Mary Vaccaro was
everywhere for the Cougars Thurs-
day night, dishing out perfectly
placed assists for her teammates. 

“Mary is doing an incredi-
ble job to come into a varsity po-
sition and run the offense,” Bishop

said.  Kate Canty was the major

benefactor of Vaccaro’s assists, as
she led the Cougar’s with nine
kills on the night.  

Miramonte would get
within four points when the score
jumped to 16-20, but that’s as
close as they would get.  Cam-
polindo went on to win this final
game by a score of 25-18, and win
the match 3-1.
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www.professionalautomotive.net

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Auto Body & Collision Repair
Computerized Color Matching
Complete Detailing Services
Expert Unibody Reconstructions
Free Computerized Estimates
Paintless Dent Repair

All Work Guaranteed With Written Warranty

Quality Service
Since 1949

925-2
83-21

60

2008 YUKON
Starting MSRP $35,690*

2007 GRAND
CHEROKEE LIMITED

Starting MSRP $29,215*

2404 N. Main Street
Walnut Creek

(925) 937-5060
www.steadauto.com

BEST LARGE 
UTILITY 

VEHICLE OF 
2007†

$4500
FACTORY REBATE

-OR-

0% APR
FOR 60 MONTHS†

†0% APR available on new 2007 Grand Cherokee Limited (excluding SRT8 models) with 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 
borrowed. Based on 10% down payment. APR offer in lieu of Factory Rebates, on approved lender credit. *Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price. 
All vehicles subject to prior sale, plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge and any emission 
testing charge. Subject to credit approval. Offer expires 10/31/07. Jeep® is a registered trademark of Daimler Chrysler Corporation.

†MotorWeek Driver’s Choice Award for Best Large Utility Vehicle of 2007. *Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price. All vehicles subject 
to prior sale, plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing 
charge. Offer expires 10/31/07.

2679 N. Main Street
Walnut Creek

(925) 932-4800
www.steadauto.com

• Moving clean out
• Concrete Patios, Walkways, Fences
• Demolition and removal of decks
• Concrete/ Driveway removal
• General cleanup
• Retaining walls
• Prepare construction sites
• Rates start from $75 min.

www.cdhaulingservices.com

Call Al Alvarado

925-382-9285

FREE estimates

•• Bonded and insured ••

Mention this ad - 10% off through Dec 31st

State Champions Prevail in Hard Fought Match
By Kevin D. Shallat

Second Half  Surge Lifts Acalanes Over Campolindo
By Kevin D. Shallat

The Acalanes Dons made
the short trip to Moraga for

Campolindo’s homecoming
game last Friday, with each team
needing a win in a big way.  A
second league loss for either
team would dash any hopes for a
division title.  Unfortunately for
the Cougars, it was not the
homecoming they were hoping
for, as Campolindo was edged
by the Dons, 25-21.

The game started off with
hard hits from each team, as
both teams tried to establish their
toughness.  The first play of the
game was a turnover after Cam-
polindo made a hit on a pass
play, which knocked the ball up
into the air for a Cougar inter-
ception.  Campolindo running
back Kawa Kazzaz didn’t waste
any time running around the end

and into the end zone for a quick
score.

Acalanes running back
Tyler Malley started off the
game with a few nice runs, but
was limited in rushing yardage
for the rest of the game.  After
the turnover by Campolindo,
Acalanes quickly aired it out to
wide receiver Brooks Baker for
a long touchdown pass, tying the
game at 7-7.

Campolindo’s defense was
very strong in the first half.
They were able to limit the scor-
ing by Acalanes, and completely
shut down their running game.
Strong safety Tyler Rittenour
and cornerback Fern Fadelli had
impressive, loud tackles
throughout the game.  

In the second quarter Cam-
polindo quarterback Andrew Er-

tola threw a nice pass to Nick
Mascheroni for a 64-yard touch-
down.  The Dons immediately
answered back after a nice catch
over the middle from tight end
Hunter Hewitt.  With 7:38 left to
go before halftime, Malley ran
the ball in to tie up the score.
The score would only get to 14-
13, however, as the Dons missed
the first of three PATs on the
night.  Campolindo grabbed the
momentum back on an eight
yard run by Andreas Antono,
bringing the score to 21-13 in
favor of Campolindo until the
half.

There were a combination
of factors in the second half that
led to the Acalanes win.  Cam-
polindo shut down their passing
attack and ran the ball for the
majority of the second half, but

were unable to score any points.
Acalanes quarterback Robbie

Pestal got back on track and
found a way to get the ball to his
favorite targets.  

“Robbie’s one of the most
accurate passers I’ve ever played
with,” Hewitt said.  

Baker caught his second
touchdown pass of the night to
get the Dons within two points
of the Cougars.  With 4:57 left in
the game, Pestal found tight end
Hewitt in the end zone for the
game-winning touchdown pass.  

“I wasn’t on tonight in the
first half, so we went back to what
we’ve been doing successfully,
which was throwing the short
routes, making them come up,
and then going deep by hitting
Brooks and Hunter,” Pestal said.

Brooks Baker for Acalanes, Connor Breslin for Campo Photo Gavin Schlissel Bo Richter with the ball for Campolindo Photo Gavin Schlissel

Anthony Fadelli on defense for Campo, Brooks Baker for Acalanes

Go Gaels!
Upcoming Sports Events
at Saint Mary’s College
Women’s Volleyball vs. Loyola
Marymount
Thursday, Oct. 18 at 7 pm
McKeon Pavilion

Women’s Soccer vs. Portland

Friday, Oct. 19 at 3 pm
Saint Mary’s Stadium

Women’s Volleyball vs. Pepperdine
Saturday, Oct. 20 at 1 pm
McKeon Pavilion

Women’s Soccer vs. Gonzaga
Sunday, Oct. 21 at 1 pm
Saint Mary’s Stadium

Men’s Soccer vs. San Francisco
Sunday, Oct. 28 at 2 pm
Saint Mary’s Stadium

For information about upcoming season schedules,
visit the official Saint Mary’s athletics website at
www.SMCGaels.com.

The Rink in Lafayette
How to Get Rink Time
1) Play in a Hockey League!
2) If you are on a Lafayette Roller Hockey
League team your team may purchase rink
time for $35 an hour. Each team can get one
hour per week. The fee and hour may be
shared among two teams.
3) Competitive Drop Ins (High School and
Adults) $5 per person Thursday Nights
7:30pm Saturday Mornings 11:30am
4) Learn to Skate and Play $5 per person
Drop by the rink for skate time and pointers
from hockey coaches Thursdays 5:30 - 6:30
5) 1/2 Rink for Skate Time $5 per person Use
half the rink to work on skating, passing
and shooting Open Thursdays 4:30 - 8:30
6) Family Skate Nights Friday 10/19 & 11/9,
6pm - 9pm, $5 per person Bring your own
skates Lights, Music, Fun and Games
7) Drop in Basketball $5/person Wednesdays:
4:30 - 5:30: 10 Years and Under
5:30 - 6:30: 14 Years and Under
6:30 - 7:30: 18 Years and Under
7:30 - 8:30: Adults
8) Open Electric Remote Control Car Drop In
$5 per car Bring your own car Thursdays
6:30 - 7:30pm
9) Rent the Rink.  Call the Recreation office
at 925-284-2232 and request a rental
packet.
Information provided by 
Steve Falk, Citymangaer Lafayette

Mary Vaccaro at the net sets the ball Photo Gavin Schlissel

Announce Club Sports regis-
tration/meetings/tryouts send to 

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Gift  Boutique

New, bigger Location:

Theatre Square, Orinda
(925) 254-2594

Exqusite Gifts from around the World
Artwork • Chinese Paper Sculptures

Hand Painted Franz Porcelan

Day               Spa, Salon & Café

2 Theatre Square, Suite 148   •   Orinda
925-254-9721

www.entouragespa.com

new Arrival

theatre square
orinda

925-254-6111 MADE IN ITALY
®

IN FORMA
PROGRESSIVE FITNESS

Fitness Classes - Personal Training
Strength & Cardio Training/Equipment

Yoga - Pilates
call 254-6877   •   23A Orinda Way

(across from Orinda Library)

Theaterr Square,, Orinda
Fast!!  ••  Fun!!  ••  Fitness!

925-254-4199

Get in Shape for the Holidays

30%OFF + 30 days free

The Orinda Frame Store
Professional Custom Framing

- Unmatched Collection of Frames and Mats
- Custom Mirrors and Shadowboxes
- Conservation Framing
- Competitive Pricing
- Locally Owned and Operated for 

Over 20 Years
110Village Square (Located behind Safeway)

Phone:    254-4465

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a dependable
health professional. 

We’re also your personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda

(925) 254-1211

Espresso • Coffee Beans • Desserts
Sandwiches • Soups • Salads

Open Mon-Fri 6am-5pm • Sat 7am-3:30pm
87 Orinda Way   253-9894

Geppetto’s of Orinda

Kasper’s
Hot

Dogs

A Bay Area Tradition

Theatre Square, Orinda (next to the Orinda Theater)

Mon-Sat 11-8, Sun 11-7

• Lowest prices
• 48 hr turnaround 925-254-5429

Orinda Hardware and Rentals, 56 Moraga Way

Complete Auto Care

Leave Your Car in good hands, Kathy & Joey

9 Orinda Way, Orinda           925-254-1486

Scheduled Maintenance - Air Conditioning - Brakes and Suspension - Electrical Repairs
Warranty Repair - Smog Inspection - Wheel Alignments - Senior Discount

Free shuttle service - Walking distance from BART

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment

Complete Lubrication and Computerized Auto Maintenance
Service & Complete Tire Service, Balance, Alignment, etc.

63 Orinda Way  • Orinda  • 925-254-8989
www.orindamotors.com

Treible Stationers, Inc.

19 Orinda Way, Orinda CA 94563
Phone (925) 254-3643  •  email: treibleinc@msn.com
20579 Santa Maria Avenue • Castro Valley, CA 94546 • (510) 537-3600

• Commercial Discounts
• On-Line Ordering Available

Free Delivery

�

10% OFF Coupon
exp. 11/30/07 • present coupon or tell us about it.

Offering Low Prices On a Full Line of Pet Supplies. 

• Special Orders Welcome
• 28 years of experience

925.254.8282

10am - 6pm Mon-Fri • 10am-5pm Sat • 11am-3pm Sun
152 Village Square, Orinda (Behind Safeway)

Support Lamorinda Weekly by
shopping with our advertisers 

and telling them you saw their ad!
Your local free Newspaper 

for Lamorinda

Watch for SShop Moraga October 31st Call for Advertising  925.377.0977

ORINDA SHOES & SERVICE
est. 1952

Shoe Repair
Specializing In Orthopedic Corrections

Footwear & Accessories

19 Avenida De Orinda • behind Orinda Motors

Tel.
925-254-5088

Breedlove Insurance Services
Life, Health, Long Term Care

Think Local.  Shop Orinda.  Call Breedlove Insurance.

Sue Breedlove
89 Moraga Way, Orinda
CA License 0F27269
sue@breedloveinsurance.com

925
254-6262

925-254-0238

19 Orinda Way, Orinda

The Framemaker
Custom made Frames 

by Bev Malcolm

Hilton House
Home Consignments

21 Orinda Way
www.hiltonhousedesigns.com

• Fine Jewelry • Collectibles • Artwork
• Sterling Silver & China • Furniture & Rugs 

• Antiques • Popular 50% off racks 
And lots more!

Mon-Sat 10-5:30ish

(925) 254-1113

Sale
up to
20%
OFF

Orinda Optometry Group
Dr. Kristine M. Eng • Dr. Weylin G. Eng • Dr. Kelly S. Shintani

Comprehensive Eye Examinations  •  Optical Dispensing 
Surgery Co-Management  •  FREE Infant Vision Assessments

Vision Therapy  •  Courtesy Discounts  •  Contact Lenses
Laser Vision Correction  •  Emergency Services  •  Low Vision Services

20 Orinda Way • Orinda • 925.253.1320

K A T T E N B U R G    A R C H I T E C T S

W W W. K AT T E N B U R GA RC H I T E C T S . C O M

ORINDA

JOHANSEN RESIDENCE. ORINDA

(925) 253-7828




