


Campus Happenings

Performances/Lectures:
�Twelfth Night� 
by William Shakespeare
The SMC Performing Arts Department's
fall mainstage production will be Shake-
speare's "Twelfth Night," which has been
called Shakespeare's most perfect com-
edy – an intoxicating musical romance
set on a mythical island paradise. Di-
rected by award-winning faculty member
Reid Davis ("Urinetown" at SMC, fac-
ulty at ACT and Cal Shakes, and com-
pany member of Shotgun Players), the
play explores themes of gender, identity,
romantic delusion and love.
Nov. 15, 16, 17 at 8 pm; Nov. 18 at 2 pm.
LeFevre Theater
Sponsored by: Performing Arts: Dance,
Music & Theater For tickets, contact:
Performing Arts Office, (925) 631-4670

Social Justice Speaker Series - 
Author Dorothy Allison
Author Dorothy Allison will speak about:

"Telling stories in mean times – Can writ-
ers actually make a difference?”
Dorothy Allison's bestselling novel "Bas-
tard Out of Carolina" was a finalist for
the 1992 National Book Award and was
made into an award-winning movie. In
1998Allison published "Cavedweller," a
novel about the relationship between
mothers and daughters that became a na-
tional bestseller and was named New
York Times Notable Book of the Year.
The themes in her writing reflect her
background growing up poor and female
in the South. Allison was raised in ex-
treme poverty by her mother’s family in
Greenville, South Carolina, where she
was often beaten and raped by her abu-
sive stepfather between the ages of 5 and
11 years old. Tuesday, Nov. 27 at 7:30 pm
Claeys Lounge, SMC Soda Activity Center
Free

Author C.S. Giscombe
C. S. Giscombe is the author of the col-
lections of poetry Postcards, Giscome
Road and Here, as well as the collection
of essays Into and Out of Dislocation.
His work has also been published in New
American Writing, Callaloo, O-Blek,
Iowa Review and Hudson Review.  A
graduate of SUNY Albany and Cornell,
he has taught at Syracuse University, Illi-
nois State University, Penn State, the
New York State Poets-in-the-Schools
program, and currently UC Berkeley. He
has been editor of Epoch magazine and
worked for the Housing Service for the
Aging in Syracuse, New York. He is the
winner of the Carl Sandburg Award for
Poetry.  Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 7:30 p.m.
Soda Center, Free

A Musical Celebration for Christmas
featuring the Pacific Mozart Ensemble
Performing works from Mozart to
Stravinsky to Dave Brubeck, this stun-

ning vocal ensemble has captured the
hearts of music lovers around the world.
Directed by Lynne Morrow, Pacific
Mozart Ensemble’s holiday concert fea-
tures a stirring rendition of Cary Boyce’s
Ave Maria, Poulenc’s Christmas Motets,
and a selection of elegant holiday songs
sung in small ensemble groupings.
Sponsored by the Committee for Lec-
tures, Art and Music at Saint Mary's Col-
lege. Saturday, Dec. 8 at 8 p.m. 
Saint Mary’s College Chapel 
Suggested Donation: $30 general; $25
seniors; $15 for SMC faculty/staff and
non-SMC students; $2 for SMC students. 
For information, call (925) 631-4381 or
go online to www.stmarys-ca.edu and
click on "The Arts."

Art Exhibitions: 
�Footloose in Arcadia: Artists and Au-
thors of Piedmont from 1890 to 1930�
Nov. 3 to Dec. 16
In celebration of the centennial of the
City of Piedmont, the Hearst Art Gallery
has organized this exhibition of the re-
gion’s early artists and writers. Turn of
the century Piedmont was home to Jack
London, who wrote the Sea Wolf and
Call of the Wild while living in Pied-
mont. He was part of the local artistic and

literary bohemians that included George
Sterling, Herman Whitaker, and Xavier
Timateo Martinez. The Reverend Joseph 
Worcester, the first Swedenborgian min-
ister in San Francisco, designed and built
his own home and was one of the first to
design a structure that was harmonious
with nature - he influenced architects
Bernard Maybeck and Willis Polk. In
1901 Jack London moved into Worch-
ester’s cottage. William Keith painted
several versions of the Worchester cot-
tage; three are included in the exhibition.
Hearst Art Gallery
�William Keith: The 1880s Paintings�
Works from the 1880s, which marked a
decade of great changes in William Keith’s
life. On view in the William Keith Room
Hearst Art Gallery

Exhibition hours: Wednesdays through
Sundays, 11 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.   
Admission: $3 adult; children 12 and
under free; free parking
Web site: http://gallery.stmarys-ca.edu. 
Telephone: 925-631-4379

For more information about upcoming events
at Saint Mary’s College, visit the college
website at http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/news-
and-events/events.html.

Don�t Throw Out That Old Bike! Tom
and Bobbie Preston are accepting dona-
tions of new and/or used repairable
bikes on behalf of the Contra Costa
Sheriff’s Dept. The bikes are repaired by
inmates at the Marsh Creek Detention
Facility and distributed to organizations
serving under-privileged children. Bikes
may be delivered to the side driveway
of the Preston’s home through the month
of Nov. only: 1307 Larch Avenue, Mor-
aga. Tricycles and junior bikes are the
most needed. You don’t have to call
ahead to drop off a bike, but if you need
more information, call 376-8474. 

Thursday, Nov. 15, 7:30PM Cam-
polindo High School Instrumental
Music Fall Concert Symphony Orches-
tra, Symphonic and Concert Band Dvo-
rak, Symphony No. 8 Wilson, Piece of
Mind Admission complimentary open to
the public Campolindo Performing Arts
Center, 300 Moraga Road, Moraga.  

Miramonte Players present Charles
Dickens’ “The Life and Adventures of
Nicholas Nickleby” Nov. 14, 15 and 16
at 7:30 pm  Miramonte High School
Theatre, 750 Moraga Way. OrindaTick-
ets:     Available online at the Miramonte
High School website, click on Webstore
and then “tickets.”  Students: $8.00 and
Adults: $10.  “Who knew Dickens could
be this bawdy, silly, and ridiculous?
Luckily, Miramonte High School’s ad-
vanced drama students are up to the
task.” Simon Kaplan, Director, Nicholas
Nickleby.

Do It Yourself� Christmas Carol by
Charles Dickens & your family Satur-
day Nov. 17th 2-3pm. Fun-filled hands-
on workshop that will give you the
script and the know-how to stage this
heartwarming play in your family room
with family & friends. Recapture the
time when fun didn’t require batteries.
FREE
Reservations  & information : Gail
Kamerer (925) 735-9270 gailka-
merer@aol.com Location: Mt. Diablo
Room, Danville Library, 400 Front St.,
Danville, CA 94526

Last weekend to see Wonderful Col-
ors Paintings of Jo Ann Hanna &
Robert Becker accompanied by Papier-
Mache Sculpture by students of M. J.
Schuppert Wilson on exhibition. Orinda
Library Gallery through - Nov. 17th,
2007. Orinda Library Gallery  24 Orinda
Way ,  (925) 254-2184

Moraga Women’s Society Nov. Meet-
ing. Monday, Nov 19th   Coffee 9:30 am

- Meeting 10 am Speaker 11 am Holy
Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St.,
Moraga: Our speaker is author and mas-
sage therapist, Maggie Walters, who will
speak about her book, "Finding The
Bloom Of The Cactus Generation: Im-
proving The Quality Of Life For Sen-
iors." For information call 376-3520

The Commonwealth Club offers an
Evening with Anthony Bourdain
Monday, Nov. 19th, 6 pm Check in |
6:30 pm Program. From Brazil, to
China, to Las Vegas, Anthony Bourdain
has sat down to eat at some of the
world’s most famous and infamous ta-
bles. Join us as the controversial, yet lik-
able, rebel chef stops by and shares
experiences of his many travels. No
reservations needed.  The Bentley
School, Student Performing Arts Center,
1000 Upper Happy Valley Rd.,
Lafayette Cost: $15 for Members, $30
for Non-members.  www.common-
wealthclub.org or call (800) 847-7730

November 20th, Warm Up America! 
This winter we are joining Warm Up
America!, a nationwide organization
that brings communities together
through knitting for charity.  If you knit
or crochet, or would like to learn how,
come to our Knitting Night, November
20 from 6:30-7:30pm, where we’ll work
on squares that will eventually be joined
together as an afghan to donate in our
community.  All ages and abilities en-
couraged to come!  If you can’t make it
but would still like to help, you can drop
off  7” by 9” swatches at the library at
952 Moraga Rd through December 21.
RSVP to Rebekah in person or by phone
at (925) 283-3872.

Nov 23rd, Lindsay Wildlife Museum,
fine art photographer Sue Reynolds will
be signing copies of her new book
"Proud People ~ Nations within a Na-
tion".  The signing is a celebration of the
book's release -- as well as the re-release
of 2006's popular "Revealing Nature's
Mysteries" --and will expose the beauty
and power of contemporary powwows.
Over 50full-color images by documen-
tary photographer Sue Reynolds with
native contributing writers unveil
Reynolds' unique vision and connection
with these celebrations across the West.
A portion of proceeds benefits the

American Indian College Fund.  Lind-
say Wildlife Museum,  1931 First Ave,
Walnut Creek. Mt. Diablo A Personal
View – The Photography of Sue
Reynolds Through  Feb. 28, 2008

Celebrate Thanksgiving at a Thanks-

giving concert by acclaimed tenor,
David Flagg.  Flagg, a long timed Orinda
resident and Orinda's frequent fourth of
July national anthem singer, has sung in-
ternationally, starred in light opera and
has sung 36 times for inaugurations and
major  league  ball clubs. Sunday, Nov.
25, 11 am to noon at Calvary Baptist
Church, 3201 Stanley Blvd. Lafayette,
across from Acalanes High School.
There will be no preaching,  just music
of Thanksgiving in many styles. Wendy
Flagg, soprano and pianist will join her
father in song.  For more information,
phone (925) 935 7507.

TOO MUCH TURKEY?
Tilden Nature Area, Tara Reinertson
10am-noon, Sun, Nov 25. Burn off
those extra calories with a vigorous
climb high into the hills. On this 4-mile
loop, we will learn about the native and
non-native species of the watershed. For
information, call 1-888-EBPARKS (1-
888-327-2757), option 3, x4564.

Holiday Concerts 
WomenSing, an auditioned Bay Area
chorus of over 50 women, will perform
a holiday concert.  Artistic Director is
Martín Benvenuto, accompanist is Paul
Caccamo, Dancer's Circle. Wednesday,
November 28, 8:00 p.m., Moraga Valley
Presbyterian Church, 10 Moraga Valley
Lane, Moraga and Sunday, December 2,
4:00 p.m. Ticket are $25 premium seat-
ing, $20 general, $18 senior, $10 stu-
dent/youth 18 and under. Tickets can be
charged on the website at www.wom-
ensing.org, by phone at (925) 974-9169,
or at the door.

6th Annual Overhill Road Holiday
Boutique Nov 30, noon - 8 pm, Dec 1 &
2, 10 am – 5 pm  214 Overhill Road,
Orinda.  Percentage of proceeds to ben-
efit the American Red Cross.  Hand-
crafted gifts and foods by local crafters.
Includes items from the Miramonte
Marketplace.  Free admission.   925-
253-9065 or 925-254-3944

Special holiday treat - "Playhouse
West: Our Musical Legacy." This fun
musical revue performs Nov. 30 - Dec. 8
only at the company's Locust Street the-
ater. Ten musicals will be featured in
both scenes and songs creatively
stitched together by artistic director Lois
Grandi, who directed and choreo-
graphed the show. Performers will bring
to life characters from such shows as
"Baby,"  "Starting Here, Starting Now,"
"The Boyfriend," "The World Goes
Round," Rodgers and Hammerstein's "A
Grand Night for Singing," and much
more.  Tickets are $30. Call 925-942-
0300 or www.playhousewest.org.

New Moraga Art Gallery Show
through January 6th. "Texture and
Light" by local Bay Area and Lamorinda
artists and  featuring the work of Pat
Smith, who likes to experiment with dif-
ferent art forms:  watercolor, acrylic
painting, printmaking, photography and
fiber arts. Moraga Art Gallery, 570 Cen-
ter St, Rheem Valley Shopping
Center/next to Longs Drugs Open Tues-
day through Sunday, 12-5 pm.  925.376
5407

Envisioning the Season The artists of
Lafayette Gallery have created a special
show that captures the spirit and the
glow of the holiday season - open
through Dec. 23, 2007.  On Nov. 19, the

Gallery will be decorated with orna-
ments made by the artists.  A holiday re-
ception will be held at the Gallery (50
Lafayette Circle, Lafayette) on Nov. 30
from 7 - 9 pm.

"Capturing the Light: a Retrospec-
tive" solo exhibit by Bay Area photog-
rapher Wenda Pyman . Her body of
work shown here are Landscapes, Sce-
nics and Nature, mostly concentrating
on the local Diablo area and beyond .
Moraga Public Library, 1500 St. Mary's
Road, Moraga,  925.376.8294 Open
Tuesday through Sunday, hours vary.

Lafayette Town Hall Theatre Com-
pany Presents Miracle on 34th Street
Nov. 17 – Dec. 29, 2007. Contact the
Town Hall Theatre Company Box Of-
fice for exact dates and times  Rating –
Appropriate for all Ages.Town Hall
Theatre Company, 3535 School Street at
Moraga Road, Lafayette 925-283-1557
or  www.thtc.org 

Are you Alto, tenor, soprano, bass?
The St. Stephen’s Annual Messiah
Sing is Friday, Nov. 30th at 7:30pm. If
you wish to sing in the Festival Choir
for this event, join us for one rehearsal
on Wednesday, Nov. 28th at 7pm  in the
Church at 66 St. Stephen's Drive,
Orinda. Contact: Brenda Free, St.
Stephen's office: 254-3770.

HOLIDAY WREATHS, NATU-
RALLY Tilden Nature Area with Linda
Yemoto Noon-3:30pm, Sun, Dec 2
#16629, Dec 9 #16661 Create wreaths,
garlands and other seasonal delights
using natural materials. Learn about fir,
bay and other flora, and how to use
them. Please bring a pair of small hand-
clippers, a large, flat box and a bag
lunch. Not appropriate for children
under 8 years old. Reg. Required 888-
327-2757 option 2, 3. Fee: $30 adult;
$25 senior/teen (13-18 yrs); team fee
$50 (one adult, one child 8-12 yrs)

�Light the Night� Martinez Gallery,
630 Court St. Martinez, W.Th.F. 10-2
Nov. 30 - January 16. Friday, Nov. 30th,
Childrens’ Crafts: 3pm-5pm   Artists Re-
ception: 6-9 “Light the Night” First
Night Martinez Auction: 8pm
www.Martinezarts.org

Moraga Community Chorus to Per-
form Dec. 2  1:30pm at Aegis, Moraga

Wednesday, Dec. 5, the Orinda Histor-
ical Society will hold its  annual Holiday
Dinner. Joe Cleary, Orinda artist and
sculptor, will be our guest speaker. We
will gather at 6:30pm, and the dinner and
program will begin at 7pm.
All are welcome. The dinner and program
is $35, with a choice of beef, chicken, or
vegetarian lasagna. Please call the Histor-
ical Society at  254-1353 for more infor-
mation, or you can reserve your seat by
sending  a check with your meal choice
to: P.O. Box 82, Orinda, CA 94563.

Moraga Women�s Society�s 22 bien-
nial Holiday Homes Tour Fri, Dec 7,
10am-4pm Tour four unique Moraga
homes and the newly renovated Historic
Moraga Barn. $28 donation includes a
tea and boutique as well as the tour.
Gourmet box lunch can be preordered.
Tickets can be purchased at King Florist
at the  Rheem Shopping Center or St.
Mary’s Florist at the Moraga Center.
Proceeds will benefit Moraga Schools,
the Library, Parks, etc.

CAPA performs The Nutcracker Dec
14th, 15th and 16th The snow falls on-
stage and the Christmas tree magically
grows in the California Academy of Per-
forming Arts presentation of a full-
length Nutcracker in Moraga. This is an
energy-filled spectacle with a certain joy
that reflects the studio’s dedication to
young dancers with more than 100 per-
formers and extra characters & surprises
. 
For specific show times and tickets,
please contact www.capadance.net  or
call 925-376-2454.: Student Matinees:
If your child's school class would like to
come to a Student Nutcracker perform-
ance, please contact Nancy Falk at
nancy.falk@gmail.com,  Student Per-
formances are 9:30am and 12pm on
Wed Dec 12 and 13th at the Rheem The-
ater in Moraga.

The Friends of the Moraga Library
will hold an "overstock Book Sale" on
Saturday, Dec. 1st from 9 am to 12
noon.  Children’s books and cook books
will be featured along with unsorted fic-
tion and non-fiction. The sale will be held
on the Moraga Library porch at 1500 St.
Mary's Road. All funds raised are used to
benefit the library programs and it’s pa-
trons.  Recently these funds paid for new
tables, more books and programs for chil-
dren and adults.   Bring your friends and
take advantage of greatly reduced prices.
For further information call 376-6259
Holiday Book Sale Thursday, Dec. 6, 10
am - 1 pm 

Friends of the Orinda Library holi-
day book sale includes just-like-new
books and collector's books ideal for
holiday gifts. The Sorting Room and
Bookshop will both be open during the
sale; the Bookshop will remain open
until 6 pm Orinda Library, 26 Orinda
Way, Orinda

Thursday, Dec. 6 4 PM-Orinda Books
Penny Warner will discuss and sign
copies of The Official Nancy Drew
Handbook. A special added attraction at
this event will be Hannah Gruen’s
Lemon Bars.  276 Village Square,
Orinda, orindabooks@thegrid.net

Friday, Dec. 7:10 AM Gerry Wallace,
Orinda�s favorite ceramic artist, will
have a holiday exhibition and sale of her
work. Paul Kratter, whose plein air
paintings are a continuing feature at
Orinda Books, will have a special exhi-
bition and sale on that day also. 276 Vil-
lage Square, Orinda

Surprise your family with a hearty In-
dian meal for the holidays!
Get to know the techniques used to in-
fuse vegetables & meats with wonderful
spices.  You'll truly have a holiday to re-
member.  Moraga Parks and Rec.  Non-
Vegetarian Meal 1, Wed, Dec 12,
7-9:30pm,  $55 + supplies
Register at www.moraga.ca.us.  925-
376-2520

Christmas Creche Around the World
Lafayette United Methodist Church at
955 Moraga Road, Lafayette, will host
a display of nativity scenes from around
the world on Saturday afternoon Dec. 8
from 1 pm - 3 pm and Sunday Dec. 9
from Noon - 2 pm  The public is invited.
Refreshments will be served and a free
will offering taken.  Supervised children
are welcome.
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Not to be missed

Photo by Ken C. Young, Moraga; 
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

It’s Happening at ÁegisLiving!

Áegis of Moraga
950 Country Club Drive

(925) 377-7900
www.aegisliving.com

RCFE # 075600394

Attend the Áegis of Moraga Holiday Gift Show 
and get your shopping done for Christmas! 

A Sample of Companies Attending
The Body Shop

Tupperware Gifts
Welcome Village Gifts

Stampin Up Craft Stamps and 
Scrapbooking Supplies

Cookie Lee Jewelry
Weekenders Clothing

Sassy Sacks Purses and Handbags

There will be a Raffle for some great prizes!

Thursday, November 29th
3:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Holiday Gift ShowHoliday Gift Show

Lighting up your holiday spirit

Locally owned 
and operated

• Sales
• Service
• Design
• Installation
• Take Down

• Storage
• Quality Products
• Prompt Service
• Trained Professionals

From basic to spectacular, we can make any size home look fantastic. Whether it's roofline,
landscape, or tree lighting, we will work with you to come up with the perfect design.

Free Estimates 1-877-4-WE-HANG (1-877-493-4264)

Please submit events to:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
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Pacific Mozart Ensemble

Calling All
Golden Bears!
Submitted 
by Susan Sperry

Don’t have tickets for the-
Big Game between Cal

and Stanford?  Come join the
Lamorinda Golden Bears on
Wednesday, November 28th , 6
pm to 8 pm to fill your soul with
Cal spirit! This year the group
has moved this annual celebra-
tion to the Lafayette Veterans
Memorial Building, 3780 Mt.
Diablo Blvd.  A promised visit
by the Cal Marching Band will
follow speakers Tuck Coop, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Univer-
sity of California Alumni
Association and Steve Holton,
Deputy Director of Athletics.
Expect good food, drinks, fel-
lowship and fun. Bring your
checkbook because the annual
silent auction will provide the
revenue necessary to continue
scholarships for local Lamorinda
high school students accepted to
UC Berkeley. Send your check
for $10 per person made out to
Lamorinda Golden Bears to
Susan Sperry, 172 Valley Hill
Drive, Moraga or pay at the
door. 

Founded in 1993, the Lam-
orinda Golden Bear Club is a re-
gional alumni group for the
University of California,
Berkley. Its website,
http/www.lamorindacalalum.org
, features calendar events. The
age range of the alumni is from
25-70+. Typical activities in-
clude getting together to watch a
movie or dinner, running, book
reviewing, going to concert and
theater events, and cheering on
Cal Bears wherever they may
be!  Join us.
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Custom Construction Lending

Tim Floyd 925.256.4828 Office 925.348.4194 Direct 

Go with the big national lender,

from down the block

Whatever your needs, we can help you
find the right loan. WaMu combines 
financial stability and flexibility with 
personal local service. We have over
100 years experience.

We offer custom construction, purchase, refinance or equity
lending. We work hard to get you the best pricing and the
best loan to fit your needs. Go with experience,  go with The
Tim Floyd Team at WaMu.

Washington Mutual programs, rates, and terms subject to change. Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Some programs may not be combined with others. Not all features
are available on all products. You should always consider all associated costs when evaluating whether the loan provides you with a benefit in deciding to refinance.  

$431 per sq ft. and Lafayette schools.   
Must see beautiful home on large wooded lot.     

Remodeled kitchen with granite, stainless steel 
appliances & cherry cabinets. 

4 large bedrooms & 31/2 baths including Master Suite 

and Au Pair suite with separate entrance.    Very quiet area.

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette

Open House, Sunday Nov. 18th 1-4pm

Offered at $1,199,000

Marty Tuominen
J. Rockcliff Realtors

mtuominen@rockcliff.com

Direct: (925) 253-7032
Mobile: (925) 482-4204

www .mar t y tuom inen . com

89 Davis Rd., Suite 100  •  Orinda

pilates, yoga, reconditioning

3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Ste 101 Lafayette, CA 94549 [925] 299.9642

 CLASSES WORKSHOPS SERVICES

Pilates Pilates Innovation One-on-One Training
F.I.T. Intro to Yoga Postural Assessment
Yoga Teen Yoga Pro Shop 

Our approach to reconditioning is based on helping clients achieve 

their goals by integrating Resistance Training, Pilates, and Yoga. Our studio 

offers a personal and professional environment, perfect for those seeking the 

knowledge to help themselves understand and implement their full potential.

w w w. a b s o l u t e c e n t e r. n e t

“The Source of Intelligent Fitness”

Great Gift
Ideas

Never Be
Overweight 
Again! Never pay airline weight surcharges with

the Digital Luggage Scale from Balanzza.
Large easy-read digital display.

$21.95

Stanford Shopping Center - 650-325-3308 • Hillsdale Shopping Center -  650-345-2220
www.edwardsluggage.com

Stanford Shopping Center - 650-325-3308 • Hillsdale Shopping Center -  650-345-2220
www.edwardsluggage.com

Skin Enhancements
Professional Skin Care By Myrna Taiariol

Myrna Taiariol
Licensed Esthetician

1040 Brown Avenue
Lafayette, CA  94549
Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday

By Appointment

925.212.3150

Facials
Peels/ultradermabrasion
Waxing
Tinting
Ear Piercing
Skin Tag Removal www.skinenhancements.com

Many Lamorinda Residents Lack Earthquake Preparedness 
Prepared for the Big One?  If not, you’re in good company.
By Jennifer Wake

Although the recent 5.6 tem-
blor was felt throughout the

area and was the topic of conversa-
tion for a lot of Lamorinda resi-
dents, the likelihood of a small
quake pushing people into action
to prepare for a larger one is sur-
prisingly low, says Orinda resident
and psychiatrist Dr. Harvey
Widroe.  

Although the U.S. Geological
Society says there’s a 62 percent
chance that at least one 6.7 magni-
tude quake will hit the Bay Area
by 2032, only 17 percent of people
in California are prepared for the
next big quake.  An even lower
number of homeowners have
earthquake insurance, topping out
at only 12 percent.

“Most people don’t look at re-
ality objectively because it causes
anxiety,” Widroe said.  “If some-
one asks if you’ll make a plan for
what you’d do in an earthquake,
they’ll say, ‘Oh yeah.  I’ll take care
of that tomorrow.’”

Orinda resident Sandy Barnett
says she has some water set aside
in her home, but that’s about it.
After the recent quake, a friend of
hers gave her information about
how to prepare for an earthquake,
but all of it seemed overwhelming.  

“Where do you put all the
stuff?” she said.  “Here’s my
thought: What if I put it all in my
garage, and my garage gets
crunched?  My house has many
supplies where I could get them if

I needed to.” 
During the 1989 Loma Prieta

quake, Barnett was standing with
her daughter in the near-empty
parking lot of the Lafayette Orinda
Presbyterian Church.  “I had just
shut my door and thought, ‘Wow.
I’m really strong,’ because the car
was rocking from the force.  Then
I looked up and saw the light post
swaying and the pavement sort of
waving like surf and I said to my
daughter, ‘We’re in the perfect
spot.’”  

A self-professed optimist, Bar-
nett says she’s banking on being in
the perfect spot again.

“We all gamble every day.
I’m on the highway.  I’m in the
stock market,” Barnett said with a
smile.  “There are too many vari-
ables that you don’t know. It’s hard
to cover all the bases.”  
Widroe agrees.  

“It’s a kind of circumscribed
reality testing deficit based on de-
nial,” he said.  “If we really looked
at the chance of an accident on the
highway, we’d all have one anxi-
ety attack after another.  Denial
averts anxiety and fear.  You
couldn’t live without those mech-
anisms.”  

He recommends keeping it
simple.

Lafayette resident Marti
Kohen, who has now lived
through two major earthquakes in
California, took advantage of
earthquake preparedness talks at
Burton Valley Elementary and
purchased ready-made kits sold at
the presentation.  

“I have an earthquake kit in
the house plus we have a Jacuzzi
and a water purifier, too,” she said.
“We also have a generator – just in
case – and I have a blanket, water
and first aid kit in my car.” 

Kohen said they bought the

generator after enduring a category
5 hurricane with no electricity for
three days in the Caribbean.  

According to the Department
of Health and Human Services
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the best de-
fense is to plan ahead, starting by
identifying the safe places in every
room of your house.  

“During a large earthquake,
get under a sturdy table or desk
and hold on to it,” they state on
their Web site.  “If you're not near
a table or desk, cover your face
and head with your arms and stand
or crouch in a strongly supported
doorway, or brace yourself in an
inside corner of the house or build-
ing, but stay clear of windows or
glass that could shatter or objects
that could fall on you.” 

They also advise if you’re in-
side, stay inside.  “Many people
are injured at entrances of build-
ings by falling debris.”

For most people, a little plan-
ning can go a long way.

“We should have a general,
one-size-fits-all disaster plan,”
Widroe said.  “Don’t task the
imagination.  Keep a few simple
things in mind.  Once you start
amplifying the list, you get scared,
you start using denial, and you toss
the list and forget it.”

For information on earthquake
preparedness plans, you can visit
the CDC’s Web site: 
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/ea
rthquakes/prepared.asp

Brothers Jefferson, 7, and Jonny Wake, 5, know to stay under a table or desk during an earthquake

Photos Jennifer Wake

Wind-up flashlights, blankets, water, 

a hammer and first aid kit are a 

few recommended items.

Jefferson Wake, 7, practices "Under, Cover, and Wait" in earthquake drill at his home

Edy Schwartz: Working Together to Find Solutions
By Sophie Braccini

Edy Schwartz is the new
“Person of the Year”

elected by the members of the
Chamber of Commerce of Mor-
aga. Chamber President Jenny
Boyd presented her with a cer-
tificate on Thursday November
8th, at the end of Mayor Met-
calf’s “State of the Town” ad-
dress. 

Schwartz’s recognition
was due to her role in expanding
the reach of the Chamber of
Commerce and starting the
“Shop Moraga First” movement.
Schwartz and colleague Ellen
Bean personally visited all the
town’s retailers to urge them to
join the new Chamber. The re-

sults speak for themselves; over
a one-year period the Chamber
membership increased from 40
to 100 members. 

Schwartz moved to Mor-
aga with husband Jeff, her high
school sweetheart, in 1967.
Here she raised her two children,
John and Cathy.  An educator by
training, she substituted both at
Rheem and Los Perales.  She
was involved in the incorpora-
tion of Moraga, the founding of
the library and many of the
groups that make raising chil-
dren in Moraga such a great ex-
perience: Brownies,
Lafayette-Moraga Youth Associ-
ation, and the School Site Com-
mittee.   She got involved as well
with citizens’ movements in the
Bay Area that work on educating
people on sociological and
global issues.  There she refined
her organizational skills and de-
veloped her vision of the power
of education to make the demo-
cratic process effective.

In 1985 she went back to
school and got a Masters degree
in Psychology and Counseling
and operated a private practice
for five years in Lafayette.  After
twenty years of intense activity,
Edy decided to take a break.

She wanted to bring balance to
her life and assimilate what had
been learned along the way.
Three years ago, she heard Pres-
ident Bush talk about the impor-
tance of democracy in the world
and asked herself how participa-
tive democracy was doing at
home.  She contacted a core
group of twelve friends and
formed the Moraga Citizens
Network, an association that
aims at disseminating informa-
tion about town’s issues and en-
courages Moraga residents to get
involved and let their voices be
heard.  MCN has now more than
500 members and can be cred-
ited for improvements in the par-
ticipative process in Moraga
politics. 

During one of the
meetings Edy attended, she
learned about the sales tax
deficit Moraga suffers from and
decided to join the Chamber of
Commerce as a private member.
She was struck by the small
number of retailers that were
members at the time, and
thought that creating a more
vibrant business community
around the Chamber would help.
But that wasn’t enough.   

... continued on page 15

Edy Schwartz, Person of Year
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Mortgage fraud is rampant
throughout the United

States, creating an immediate
threat to homeowners and local
communities.  Nationwide,
mortgage fraud is estimated to
have cost businesses nearly $50
billion and consumers some $5
billion in the past five years, ac-

cording to a recent study con-
ducted by the Federal Trade
Commission.

Some people consider it
akin to cheating on their in-
come tax. But when a borrower
makes misrepresentations
about their income, personal
debt, property value or down

payment conditions, it can lead
to a fraudulent loan situation.
The situation becomes a prob-
lem when the borrower cannot
continue to make the payments
and the home goes into foreclo-
sure. With the current decreas-
ing value market, the lender
sometimes has to sell the home
for less than the loan amount.

Mortgage fraud in Lamor-
inda is a very rare instance.
Some people have to work very
hard to buy in the area to send
their kids to the school system
they chose, but whatever their
income level they are decent
people.  Unfortunately, some
cases of fraud involve loans that
lead the consumer to foreclo-
sure because they should have

never been put into the product
in the first place because they
simply cannot afford the loan
payment.   Sometimes the con-
sumer does not know where to
turn for help.   As of this writ-
ing, there were six hundred
eighty eight homes in foreclo-
sure in Contra Costa County
with evidence of sixteen of
those in the Lamorinda area.

While individual cases of
mortgage fraud are increasing,
the major rise is from organized
groups who work together in a
fraud scheme.   This can in-
clude loan officers, appraisers,
lenders, attorneys, title and es-
crow workers and real estate
agents. The FBI reports that 80
percent of reported fraud cases
involve collaboration or collu-
sion by industry insiders.  The
Federal Agency has already in-
vestigated twice as many fraud

cases in 2007 as in all of 2006.
There is a recent article, “For-
mer Broker in Contra Costa
County accused in $1.5 Million
Fraud.”  This person allegedly
robbed real estate from a ninety
two year old person who was
not aware they were being
taken advantage of.

While many states have,
or are considering, laws to
make mortgage fraud a crime
with harsher penalties, I’d like
to offer some tips for con-
sumers to make sure they are
not caught-up in a criminal ac-
tivity:

If you are considering a
mortgage loan, get referrals
from mortgage and real estate
professionals, family, and
friends who you trust that have
had a satisfactory transaction.

Also, check their licenses
and ask for background infor-

mation and references. 
Check to see if they have

any complaints on their license. 
Always question any out-

rageous promises or deals and
stay away from high pressure
sales techniques.   If it sounds
too good to be true, it is.
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Look for our Red
Trucks and ask

for “Jim.”

Quality  •  Integrity  •  Expert Workmanship
Third Generation Paving Company

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis & Sports Courts

• Parking Lots
• Subdivisions
• Seal Coating

All roads lead to JV Lucas Paving! 925.283.8027

CA # 195560

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

Lamorinda Home Sales continued
LAFAYETTE     Last reported:139
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $515,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,225,000
MORAGA Last reported: 10
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $480,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,195,000
ORINDA Last reported: 12
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $700,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $4,750,000

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information

company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information

shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to

eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained from public

county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal RE-

source nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
3627 Boyer Circle, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2312 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-24-07
3247 Camino Colorados, $706,000, 3 Bdrms, 1168 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 10-5-07
376 Castello Road, $975,000, 5 Bdrms, 2319 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 10-5-07
2460 Cherry Hills Drive, $745,000, 4 Bdrms, 1780 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-24-07
32 Crest Road, $2,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 3720 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 10-24-07
929 Dana Highlands Court, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 3538 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 10-17-07
1154 Glen Road, $1,200,000, 10-16-07
631 Huntleigh Drive, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 3376 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 10-26-07
516 McBride Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2206 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-25-07
863 McEllen Way, $980,000, 4 Bdrms, 2866 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 10-26-07
3810 Palo Alto Drive, $1,349,000, 3 Bdrms, 2452 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-5-07
1234 Pleasant Hill Road, $800,000, 2 Bdrms, 1560 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 10-26-07
3744 Sundale Road, $515,000, 10-5-07
MORAGA
722 Augusta Drive, $748,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-29-07
748 Augusta Drive, $910,000, 2 Bdrms, 2079 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-17-07
1467 Camino Peral, $625,000, 3 Bdrms, 1584 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-29-07
128 Corliss Drive, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 2313 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 10-24-07
479 Fernwood Drive, $1,140,000, 3 Bdrms, 2066 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-18-07
651 Moraga Road #14, $480,000, 3 Bdrms, 1394 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-16-07
1190 Moraga Road, $1,195,000, 4 Bdrms, 2809 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-26-07
115 Shuey Drive, $850,000, 5 Bdrms, 1855 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-19-07
97 Sullivan Drive, $1,157,000, 4 Bdrms, 2215 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-18-07
241 Tharp Drive, $820,000, 4 Bdrms, 1862 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 10-26-07
ORINDA
147 Camino Don Miguel, $1,766,000, 3 Bdrms, 2348 SqFt, 1932 YrBlt, 10-18-07
1 Claremont Avenue, $799,000, 3 Bdrms, 2279 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 10-25-07
44 Donald Drive, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 2246 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 10-23-07
34 Ichabod Lane, $1,089,000, 4 Bdrms, 2035 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 10-29-07
720 Miner Road, $1,382,500, 4 Bdrms, 2030 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 10-5-07
460 Moraga Way, $700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1361 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 10-16-07
31 Parklane Drive, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 1892 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-5-07
9 Southwood Drive, $839,000, 3 Bdrms, 1960 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-26-07
48 Sunnyside Lane, $1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2132 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 10-19-07
4 Sycamore Road, $4,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 4931 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 10-19-07
44 Valencia Road, $1,140,000, 5 Bdrms, 1620 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 10-26-07
508 the Glade, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 1533 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 10-5-07

SB Painting
Residential & Commercial

Exterior / Interior
Exceptional prep. work
Fully insured and bonded

925-932-3193
CA Lic. 555600

Unique Roof Service

Call Jim 

303-0107

Your Satisfaction is Our Goal

Leak Repairs  •  Gutter Cleaning  •  Roof Maintenance

Jim Clemons  -  925-303-0107 -  urservices@sbcglobal.net

Reflective Address Markers

Bold, easy to read, bright
white Ultra-ReflectiveTM

numbers on equally 
reflective green background

Send check or money order to:

A.R.A.C. • P.O.Box 225   
Lafayette, CA 94549  

(925) 210-9988

“Absolutely the best

you’ve ever seen, or

your money back!”

American Reflective Address Co. (A.R.A.C.)  •  Proudly MADE IN U.S.A.

(Address Plaque is pre-drilled for easy mounting)

Standard or Vertical
$22 each (2 for $40)

also available:

Directional Markers

(pointing left or right)
$30 each

Strongly recommended
by Emergency 

Response Services!

Mortgage Fraud and Foreclosure in Lamorinda:
Are We Immune to It?
By Steve Snyder,  CMG Mortgage Services, Inc.

Steve Snyder, 
CMG Mortgage Services, Inc.

As MTSC Faces An Uncertain
Future, Members Find New Homes
By Sophie Braccini

The Moraga Tennis and
Swim Club (MTSC) is up

for sale, following a heartfelt
but unsuccessful attempt by
members to purchase the Club.
What will become of the prop-
erty is not yet clear. Located off
Larch St., MTSC has been part
of Moraga’s recreation scene
since 1977.   

The property is zoned
under the Moraga Open Space
Ordinance (MOSO), which
means that only four houses
could be built on the land.  The
present commercial usage can
be “grandfathered” even if the
property is sold, or it could be
turned into a non-profit or edu-
cational facility.

During the summer of
2007, two meetings were held
by MTSC members to discuss
the possibility of purchasing
MTSC.  After the second meet-
ing, a committee reported on the
price the member group be-
lieved it could offer for the
Club.  It didn’t reach the ball-
park of $4M the owners want
for the property, and the offer
was not accepted.

The women’s tennis team
has found a new home at the
Moraga Valley Pool.  “It’s a
great match,” says Rica
Chudler, an ex-MTSC member,
“we needed a friendly place and
our teams are bringing the club
the adult tennis players they
needed.  The A2 women’s team
is still a bit small, so new play-

ers are welcome!” 
The member families of

the once mighty Fighting Mack-
erels swim team have scattered
among the different clubs of the
area. “MTSC has been a valu-
able asset to the community for
over 30 years as a swim and
tennis club,” says Tom Ward,
who headed the member group.
“The swim team has been the
center of activity for many fam-
ilies during the summer, and a
majority of families attending
the meetings to consider pur-
chasing the club had children on
the team.  To lose any team has
a major impact on OMPA.  I
would like to ask other area
clubs to make more member-
ships available to absorb both
the MTSC swim and tennis
team families that need a new
home before next summer.” 

Some members said they
would love to see the property
become a public facility, with
public tennis courts, a public
pool and may be Heather
Farms-type classes.  Jay In-
gram, Moraga Parks and Recre-
ation Director, has heard of the
property, but nothing precise
has been discussed.  Owner
Linda Gong believes that “with
issues about traffic on Larch
and a previous petition by
neighbors to limit the expansion
of the Club, it is unlikely that
the town would embark on the
development of the property for
public use.”

Huge price reduction in Orinda Woods.

2bd, 2.5 baths, over 2100sf plus remod-

eled kitchen, Relax in the sauna in the

master bath-- Away from freeway noise

and only steps to the community pool.

118 Ravenhill Rd
Orinda

Offered at $799,000

THIS 4bd, 3ba, 2200sf HOUSE IS AMAZ-

ING – Your feet will glide over the cherry

wood floors. The kitchen is a chef’s de-

light with granite counters and stainless

appliances. Relax in the pool or hot tub.

Offered at $699,999

Imagine the joy of cooking in this spectac-

ular kitchen.  4 bedrms, 3.5 bath of and

3000+ sq ft of pure enjoyment! Remod-

eled kitchen with granite and stainless

steel.  Yard with pool and spa - MUST SEE!

617 Hove Ct.
Walnut Creek

Offered at $1,085,000

Lowest Priced 2 bedroom 2bath condo in Mor-

aga. Great low price for ground floor condo in

desirable Moraga community. Top-rated

schools - walk to Rheem Elementary. Brick fire-

place, deck with views and swimming pool.

1973 Ascot Drive #B
Moraga

2129 Ascot Drive #7
Moraga

Offered at $359,500

Orindawoods; the experience starts with

amazing views from the front porch. The

home features 3+ bdrms, 2.5 baths, 2350sf

on a 1/3 acre lot, new hardwood floors, win-

dows and built-ins.  The interior colors are like

music for your eyes.

712 Ironbark Ct.
Orinda

Offered at $1,389,000

Relax by the sparkling pool. This Moraga 2

bedroom condo has over 1300sf  of living

space plus updated kitchen, new carpet,

freshly painted, inside laundry and ready

to move-in. Top rated Moraga Schools.

Offered at $424,900

1241 S. Rosal
Concord
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Do you want a career in real estate? Call Cary Amo at (925) 962-6128

Got Water?

Standing Water Problems
French Drains & Sump Pumps
Surface Drains  •  Grading

Retaining Walls  •  Concrete
Reports & Inspections

Drainage Systems
925-944 5263

NATURE’S TECHNIQUE Inc. Since 1983
Lic. #512288



After only four months of op-
eration, the California Bank

of Commerce, headquartered in
Lafayette, boasts eighty clients
representing nearly $18 million in
deposits or an average deposit of
about $225,000 per client. These
deposits build on the $25M in
capital provided by local investors
in the Lamorinda area.  This week
the bank moved to its new loca-
tion, on the first floor of the new
Lafayette Mercantile building on
Mount Diablo Boulevard. 

Local investors gathered
last May at the Lafayette Veteran’s
Memorial to hear the bank’s busi-
ness plan and participate in the fu-
ture success of the enterprise.
CEO John Rossell confirms their
accomplishment, “We had to re-
turn about $3M to investors; the
community really came through
and their purpose is to invest for
the long term, some even buying
shares for their children.”  Roxy
Klein, Board Member, was not
surprised by the result of the
fundraising, “We knew there was
a strong need for a community
business bank in this area. Our re-
search showed that 98% of the
businesses in the East Bay Area
have less than 100 employees.

These businesses need the per-
sonal attention and service that
California Bank of Commerce can
provide.”

The target clientele of the
Bank is located throughout the
Bay Area.  According to Rossell,
the clients are mid-size compa-
nies, achieving from $2 to $50M
in sales, looking for establishing a
real partnership with their banker.
“The service to our customers
combines a sophisticated elec-
tronic interface with very experi-
enced account managers:  that’s a
very powerful blend.  Plus, our
strong relationship with Wells
Fargo allows our clients to use
their branches, so we have no
problem servicing a restaurant in
San Francisco or an insurance
company in Walnut Creek,” says
the C.E.O.   

Klein believes that the
greatest strength of the bank is the
expertise of the staff, noting, “Our
executive management team has
more than 100 years of combined
banking experience.”  “That’s
why you won’t see our advisors in
their offices,” explains Rossell,
“they’re at their customer’s site,
doing what they do best, acting as
consultants.  For example, helping

them streamline their accounts re-
ceivable, or even getting a better
P.R. positioning.”  The Bank’s
management team believes that’s
what sets a community bank apart
from regional and national bank-
ing chains: partnering with cus-
tomers, access to top management
and quick decision making. 

Richard J. Scherer, Presi-
dent of the Pelican Group, ex-
plains that it’s because of past
relationship and trust that he chose
CBC: “We got involved with
CBC because of our trust in some
of the executives of the bank such
as Steve Shelton and Michele
Wirfel. We’ve been doing busi-
ness with these two individuals for
over 10 years now.”  Scherer ex-
plains that a community bank is
what he needs: “Large banks have
never understood my business and
have not been there when I needed
them. CBC relates well to
medium sized companies and of-
fers services and loans for an array
of needs including capital im-
provements, equipment financing,
and real estate lending. These are
the services I look for in a bank.”
The trust was such that Scherer
was one of the initial investors
building the bank’s capital and he
adds that if times for banking get
tougher, “Yes, I’d stick by them as
they have by me during tough
times.”

Lafayette Attorney Honored:
Lafayette resident Michael Ney will be honored as a Kennedy
Laureate at John F. Kennedy University's Laureate Award Cele-
bration on Friday, Nov. 16.  A Senior Partner at McNamara,
Dodge, Ney, Beatty, Slattery, Pfalzer, Borges & Brothers,
Michael Ney has been an integral contributor to the local legal
community since being admitted to the Bar in 1972. Currently
specializing in civil litigation, he has served as Judge Pro Tem,
Contra Costa Superior Court and Deputy District Attorney of
Alameda County (1972-1973), as well as the Board of Directors
for the Association of Defense Counsel of Northern California.
Ney is also a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates
and the American College of Trial Lawyers.

Moraga’s Colleen Markham Joins “Epic Change”:
Colleen Markham has been named the Northern California
Chapter Head for Epic Change, a new national non-profit organ-
ization whose first project is to rebuild Shepherds Junior Acad-
emy, a school serving one hundred children aged 2-11 in Arusha,
Tanzania. Epic Change founder Sanjay Patel said of Markham,
“I have known Colleen for almost five years now and her energy
and compassion towards others made it an incredible easy deci-
sion for us to appoint her into this position.” The project to re-
build Shepherds Junior Academy is estimated to cost about
250,000 over the next five years, and Patel reports they have
raised almost $30K to date and are preparing to purchase land on
which to build the new school.  “The children of Shepherds Jun-
ior remain hopeful that help will come,” says Markham, “and
Epic Change is ensuring that these children’s modest dreams be-
come reality.”
For more information, go to http://epicchange.org

News from the three Chambers of Commerce:
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, 100 Lafayette Circle,

Lafayette - www.lafayettechamber.org; 925-284-7404
• Community Thanksgiving Breakfast - Friday, November 16.
Join city leaders, residents and the business community for
breakfast as we have done for 27 years.  The annual event will
be held on Friday, November 16th from 7:30am-9:00am at
Lafayette United Methodist Church, 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette.
Reservations can be made by calling the Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce at 284-7404 or visit www.lafayettechamber.org. Cost
is $15 per person.
• Business Issues/Government Affairs Committee Open Meeting
on 29 Thursday at 8:00 am - Lafayette Chamber Conference Room.

Chamber of Commerce of Moraga
– www.moragachamber.org

• Chamber monthly meeting on November 30th at Terzetto
Cuisine at 8:00am, 1419 Moraga Way in the Moraga Center. The
new board will be elected.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce, 24 Orinda Way, Orinda
- www.orindachamber.org:

• Breakfast Meeting Friday, December 7, 2007 - 8:00 to 9:30
a.m. Location: Orinda Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante,
Orinda, CA 94563 
Bill Lindsey will introduce Rev. Shumake of the Richmond Im-
provement Association
• Launch of the Shop Orinda campaign on November 17th.

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com Page: 15 LAMORINDA WEEKLYWednesday, November 14, 2007

business
briefs

Homes need some work, 
Lowest prices in town, 
$250,000 to  $800,000.
FREE Recorded Message
800-552-0473 ext 9900

Investor Special

Visit www.NorCalDistressedHomes.com 

This is neither an offer to sell, nor an offer to buy real estate securities. There are material risks associated with the ownership of real estate, including, but not limited to, potential for property

value decrease, illiquidity, change of tax status, the impact of fees/expenses which potentially may outweigh tax benefits of the real estate, and loss of direct control of real estate. You must be

an accredited investor. Securities offered through Sigma Financial Corporation, Member FINRA/SIPC.

1031 Exchange Options

National Headquarters: 1850 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 5th Floor,

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

national: 800.675.2424 | local: 925.942.1031

www.1031exchangeoptions.com

Mark Johanson
Exec VP – Client Services

Christian Mirner
Exec VP – Real Estate

Tomas Velken
Senior VP – Real Estate

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS FOR

HIGH NET WORTH INDIVIDUALS
We offer property investments that provide individual investors access to real estate opportunities previously 

available only to university endowments, insurance companies, pension funds, and the mega-wealthy.  

Put real estate into your investment portfolio with institutional-grade properties, such as multifamily communities, 
regional shopping centers, and Class “A” office buildings. Diversify by property type and geographic 

location — properties are available nationwide. Invest directly or through a 1031 exchange.

OVER 20 YEARS OF ASSISTING CLIENTS WITH THEIR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS... CONTACT US TODAY.

Call today 
for your “Free” 

in home 
consultation.

Cissy Thoms 
925-786-0721

patterson & associates

“THE  THOMS  TEAM  MAKES  YOUR  DREAMS  WORK”

Thinking of selling your home?  
We know what you are looking for, 

Quality and the bottom line, “How much will it cost Me to sell my home?”  
We have the answers for you:

Patterson Associates is a family run Real Estate Company.  We  Live and work locally in Lafayette.  We have Over 16 years experience in the Bay

Area and Central Valley. We provide FULL service whether listing a property or helping You purchase one.  

We have worked for some of the biggest Real Estate companies, But when it came down to helping people meet their bottom line, 

we knew we had To start our own company, so we did!!!

3% Total Sales Commission* (paid to buyers agent)

(* if you use us to Purchase a New Home)

4.5% Total Sales Commission** (3% to buyers agent, 

1.5% to Patterson Associates) (** if you are just listing your home)

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com 

or contact Lamorinda Weekly at 925-377-0977.

California Bank of  Commerce
moves to the Mercantile
By Sophie Braccini

If Moragans do not shop
in town it’s because they have
the perception that there is not
much choice there, and if new
businesses don’t want to come
it’s because they feel the amount
of local shopping is weak.  She
felt that this “Catch 22” condi-
tion should be broken first in the
minds of residents and that’s
how “Shop Moraga First”
started.  The group comprising
Schwartz, Bill Snider, Grant
Stubblefield, Craig Lazarus,
Janet Forman, Ellen Bean and
Andy Scheck created the con-
cept and went to the Chamber of
Commerce for support. 

“Edy is the type that leans
forward and doesn’t give up,
she gets things done,” says a fel-
low chamber member.  “Edy is
unfailingly cheerful; she has one
of the greatest positive attitudes
I’ve experienced,” adds Boyd.
“She has a lot of passion for our
town and brings people together
in a very supportive way,” says
long time friend Ellen Bean,
“I’ve never worked with some-
body that’s quite as reliable,
present, able to go with the flow
and operate without judgment.
In recent years she has learned
to balance activities and still-
ness.” 

Edy now has the pleasure
of seeing her first two grand-
children grow up in Moraga.
She is a member of the Ameri-
can Association of University
Women, and promotes the an-
nual “Sister to Sister” summit.
She also makes sure she finds
time to smell the roses.

Edy Schwartz:
Working Together
to Find Solutions
... continued from page 13

Left to right as you look at the picture: Tom Park - Executive Vice President, Mark DeVincenzi - Chief Marketing Officer, John

Rossell - President & CEO, Roxy Klein - Director and Chair of the Investment Committee, Virginia Robbins - Chief Administra-

tive Officer, Steve Shelton - Executive Vice President Photo Katy Dyer

Interest is building for
the eight suites available.
David Schnayer, the real estate
agent in charge of unit sales,
reports that about two dozen
business owners have ex-
pressed an interest in the proj-
ect. "We have met with law
firms, insurance brokers, den-
tists, CPAs, a church group,
engineers, design companies
and a few financial institu-
tions," says Schnayer, "most
are professionals who live in
Lamorinda; about half cur-
rently have their offices in
Walnut Creek and beyond.” 

The units are priced from
just below $500,000 to
$1,399,000. Colliers Interna-
tional will accept reservations
at this time with a 3% refund-
able deposit. For more infor-
mation contact David
Schnayer, 925-279-4606 or
Matt Hastings, 925-279-4625.

Professional
Condos in 
Moraga
... continued from page 3



It’s one of my holiday weaknesses, right up there with eggnog and gin-
gerbread. I tell myself that pumpkin is loaded with beta carotene, an

important antioxidant, as I guiltily eat the last piece for breakfast the
morning after Thanksgiving, long before anyone else is even awake. Thus
ends my ambition to see what the 5:00AM Christmas shopping rush at the
mall is all about; there’s not enough coffee in the world…at least, not by
the time I’ve finished the pile of dishes I couldn’t face the night before and
tried to vacuum the mashed potatoes out of the carpet.  Even though my
kids won’t touch pumpkin pie, they love to smell it baking.  Then of
course there was the study that came out earlier this year claiming the
smell of pumpkin pie is, well, unusually pleasing to men. I wonder if the
test subjects were allowed to watch football
during the experiment?

The Pumpkin:
There’s nothing wrong with canned
pumpkin; it makes a fine pumpkin
pie. But if you’ve never tried the
mild, fresh taste of the real thing,
you’re missing out! Using fresh pump-
kin is not hard, and only adds a little extra
active preparation time. You can cook the pumpkin a day ahead and re-
frigerate it if needed (in a covered container), but bring it to room tem-
perature before mixing your pie filling.

You’ll need about two cups of pumpkin puree, so find a nice
medium-large Sugar Pie or other baking pumpkin (it should feel heavy
for its size). Cut the pumpkin in half  (scoop out the seeds and the slimy
stuff that kids like to throw at each other AFTER it’s baked; much easier).
Bake cut side down in a shallow baking dish in a 350F oven for about
an hour – poke it with a fork to make sure it’s soft. When it’s cool enough
to handle, use a large spoon to scoop the flesh into a blender or food
processor and puree briefly. You can throw in a small cooked (steamed
or boiled) and peeled garnet yam as well; it will add natural sweetness
and beautiful color to your pie. Let the puree stand in a fine-mesh strainer
for about 30 minutes to drain excess liquid before using or refrigerating.

The Crust:
Let’s face it, without that cornucopia of trans-fat, vegetable shortening,
the pie crust will never be as tender and flaky again. But it can still
taste good. Use your own, or try this simple butter crust:

1 cup flour
¼ teaspoon salt
6 tablespoons very cold unsalted butter
3-4 tablespoons ice water

Cut the butter into small pieces and put it in the freezer briefly while
you ice some water and mix the flour and salt together in a bowl. Work-
ing quickly using your fingertips, mix the flour and butter together.
When the butter starts to break up and the flour picks up some color,
add the water in small amounts (1 tablespoon at first, then by ½ table-
spoon; you may not need all of it), mixing until the dough comes to-
gether. Knead briefly on a floured surface, then wrap in plastic and
refrigerate for half an hour before rolling out, placing in a pie dish with
beans or pie beads and pre-baking for about 10 minutes at 375F.

The Filling:
2 extra large (or 3 small) eggs
2 cups pureed pumpkin (or pumpkin/yam) 
1 cup whipping cream
2/3 cup light brown sugar (packed)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon ginger
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
pinch of allspice and/or cloves (to taste)

Whisk the eggs in a large bowl until foamy, then add pumpkin and re-
maining ingredients, whisking until smooth. Pour into pie shell and
bake at 375F until filling is set, 50-60 minutes. If you want to add tex-
ture and decoration, try sprinkling toasted, chopped pecans, mixed with
a bit of finely chopped candied ginger, around the edge of the filling to
make a border immediately after removing the pie from the oven.
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American
Bistro 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108
Chow Restaurant 53 Lafayette Cir, Laf 962-2469 
Hungry Hunter 3201 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 938-3938 
Quiznos 3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0200
Ranch House 1012 School St, Mor 376-5127 
Terzetto Cuisine 1419 Moraga Way, Mor 376-3832 
The Cheese Steak Shop 3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-1234
BBQ
Bo’s Barbecue  3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7133 
Burger Joint
Flippers  960 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-1567
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 400 Park, Mor 376-8888 
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers 76 Moraga Way, Ori 254-8888 
Café
Express Cafe 3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd # 170, Laf 283-7170 
Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens 23 Lafayette Cir, Laf 299-8040 
Geppetto’s caffe 87 Orinda Way, Ori 253-9894
California Cuisine
Gigi’s 1005 Brown St., Laf 962-0882
Metro Lafayette 3524 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-4422
Shelby’s 2 Theatre Sq, Ori 254-9687  
Chinese
Asia Palace Restaurant 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
Chef Chao Restaurant 343 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1740 
China Moon Restaurant 380 Park St, Mor 376-1828
The Great Wall Restaurant 3500 Golden Gate Way, Laf 284-3500 
Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine 1 Orinda Way # 1, Ori 253-9852 
Lily’s House  3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf 284-7569 
Mandarin Flower 581 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-7839
Panda Express 3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0288
Szechwan Chinese Restaurant 79 Orinda Way, Ori 254-2020 
Uncle Yu’s Szechuan 999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf 283-1688
Yan’s Restaurant 3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-2228 
Coffee Shop
Millie’s Kitchen 1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf 283-2397 

Squirrel’s Coffee Shop 998 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-7830
Village Inn Café 290 Village Square, Ori 254-6080 
Continental
Petar’s Restaurant 32 Lafayette Cir, Laf 284-7117 
Vino Restaurant 3531 Plaza Way, Laf 284-1330 
Duck Club Restaurant 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108 
Hawaiian Grill
Lava Pit  2 Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori 253-1338 
Indian
India Palace  3740 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5700 
Swad Indian Cuisine 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9575
Italian
Giardino 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3869 
La Finestra Ristorante 100 Lafayette Cir, St. 101, Laf 284-5282 
La Piazza 15 Moraga Way, Ori 253-9191 
Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria 975 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-3081 
Michael’s 1375 Moraga Way, Mor 376-4300
Mondello’s 337 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-2533
Pizza Antica 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0500 
Postino 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8700 
Ristorante Amoroma 360 Park St, Mor 377-7662 
Japanese
Asia Palace Sushi Bar 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
Blue Ginko 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9020 
Kane Sushi 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-9709 
Niwa Restaurant 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori 254-1606 
Serika Restaurant 2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori 254-7088 
Tamami’s Japanese Restaurant 356 Park St, Mor 376-2872 
Yu Sushi 19 Moraga Way, Ori 253-8399 
Jazz Dinner Club
Joe’s of Lafayette 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Laf 299-8807
The Orinda House 65 Moraga Way, Ori 258-4445
Mediterranean
Alex’s 2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori 254-5290 
Nino’s Bay #2 Theater Square, Ste. 153, Ori 253-1327
Oasis Café 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8822  
Per Tutti Ristorante 3576 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5225
Mexican
360 Gourmet Burrito 3655 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1270
El Charro Mexican Dining 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-2345

El Jaro Mexican Cafe 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6639 
La Cocina Mexicana 23 Orinda Way, Ori 258-9987 
Mucho wraps 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor 377-1203
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf 283-8740  
Celia’s Restaurant 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-8288 
El Balazo 3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-8700 
Maya Mexican Grill 74 Moraga Way, Ori 258-9049
Numero Uno Taqueria 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1333
Pizza
Aladino’s Pizza 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6363 
Mountain Mike’s Pizza 504 Center St, Mor 377-6453 
Pennini’s 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-1515 
Round Table Pizza  361 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1411 
Round Table Pizza  3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-0404
Village Pizza 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori 254-1200 
Zamboni’s Pizza 1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori 254-2800 
Sandwiches/Deli
Bianca’s Deli  1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor 376-4400 
Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub 64 Moraga Way , Ori 254-7202
Gourmet Bistro Café 484 Center St, Mor 376-1551
Kasper’s Hot Dogs 103 Moraga Way, Ori 253-0766 
Noah’s Bagels 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0716 
Orinda Deli 19 F Orinda Way, Ori 254-1990
Subway 396 Park St., Mor 376-2959
Subway 3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf 284-2627
Subway Theatre Square, Ori 258-0470
Singaporean/Malaysian
Kopitiam 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1653
South American
The Patio Tapas and Restaurant 960 Moraga Road, Laf 299-6885 
Steak 
Casa Orinda 20 Bryant Way, Ori 254-2981 
Tea 
Patesserie Lafayette 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf 283-2226 
Thai
Amarin Thai Cuisine 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd # B, Laf 283-8883
Baan Thai  99 Orinda Way, Ori 253-0989 
Royal Siam 512 Center St, Mor 377-0420 
Siam Orchid 23 Orinda Way # F, Ori 253-1975

LAMORINDA’s Restaurants

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to
be listed. LW is not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently printed misinformation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue. 

•• updated November 14, 2007 ••

Giardino
Ristorante Italiano

3400 Mt. Diablo Blvd
Lafayette • (925) 283-3869

10% Discount
with this Ad
(can not combined
with other offers)

Lunch Wed-Fri 11-2 • Dinner Mon-Sun 5-9

Now offering

Special Discounts

For Holiday 

Partie
s

Giardino
Lafayette

Open Daily
5pm-10pm

Sat & Sun
Lunch 

12:30 on

Full Bar

South American Food

960 Moraga Road, Lafayette
www.thepatiotapas.com

Cate
ring 

for 

Holida
y 

Even
ts

(925) 
299 
6885

This recipe is available on our web site. Go to:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

!Celebrating Our 3rd Year!

Fish Tacos - Shrimp Burritos - Fajitas - Tostadas
Enchiladas - Chicken Mole - Steak Ranchero Plates

Pork Chili Verde - Carnitas - Chicken Ranchero - Burritos & Tacos
Vegetarian Available - Serving Beer and Wine

Dine In,
Take Out,

and Catering
Kids Menu

Mon.-Sat., 11am-8pm
74 Moraga Way, Orinda

(925) 258-9049

Mexican Grill

2 Theatre Square #153

ORINDA 925-253-1327
Mon-Sat: Lunch 11 - 2 • Dinner 4 - 10

Sunday:  noon - 9:30pm

Thanksgiving

Day Buffet

11am-2pm

closed for dinner

$20 adults, 

$10 children
(10 and younger)

Ham, Turkey, 

Roast Beef, Omelets, 

Eggs your choice

All you can eat!

Full Bar

just 
opened

EST 1947

3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette         925-283-2345

We have celebrated many occasions here - but what
we truly clebrate is the famous cheese dip!    

Jill and Sam Weaver

Petar's Restaurant
is located in the heart of

Lafayette at 
32 Lafayette Circle.  

925-284-7117

Petar's is open for lunch
Monday through Saturday

from 11:30 to 4:00 and
open for dinner nightly.

Holiday Specials

We are taking reservations for

holiday parties (banquet menus available)

and we are open 

Thanksgiving, 

Christimas Eve, 

Christmas Day and 

New Year's Eve.  

Call Petar's at 

925-284-7117 for reservations.

From the Kitchens of  the Lamorinda Weekly
At the End of  the Day, 
It’s All About the Pumpkin Pie!

Strutting Their Stuff !
By Wendy Scheck

Close to six hundred people
attended the Orinda

Women’s Club 21st Annual Fes-
tival of Trees fashion show at the
San Ramon Marriot on Thursday,
Nov. 8th. Mayor Steve Glazer,
looking dapper as always in pa-
jamas, and Chamber of Com-
merce President Keith Miller,
joined Women’s Club members
and professional models on the
catwalk. Plenty of champagne

was available to ease those pre-
show jitters. The final tabulations
were not available as of press
time, but all profits from the
show will be donated to Holden
High School and the Opportunity
Junction. 

Women interested in join-
ing the Orinda Women’s Club
may contact Cynthia Hutchinson,
247-7632, for more information.
Orinda residency is not required.

Keith Miller on Stage

Steve Glazer on Stage

Photos Tod Fierner

Your helper can scoop out the baked pumpkin

Shelbys Restaurant
•• Theatre Square, Orinda ••

925-254-9687

Friday and Saturday Live Music
Saturday and Sunday Brunch

Remember us for your Holiday Parties, 
Private Events and Catering.

Make your reservation today for 
New Years eve dinner.

Open Daily
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner



The under 17 girl’s team
from Lamorinda Soccer

Club celebrated their third con-
secutive tournament victory Oct.
28 at the Placer United Foothill
Cup tournament in Roseville.
They add this win to previous vic-
tories in the U.S. Club National
Cup in North Carolina and the
California Cup.  This week their
next tournament takes the team to
Tampa, Fla., where they will
compete in the five day United
Soccer Leagues Super-Y League
North American Finals (Nov. 15
through 20).

To win the Foothill Cup, the
Lamorinda girls defeated teams
from across the Northwest.  In the
first game against Belmont Oaks
of Redwood City, spectacular
goal keeping by Laura Banister
and the solid back line of Corrine
Collins, Marissa Crosetti, Kather-
ine Cuyler and Bonnie Zeiger
held the opponent scoreless, re-
sulting in a 0-0 tie.  A conversion
of Moira Heath’s corner kick by
Corrine Collins in the second
game against the River City
United Boca Juniors was enough
to give Lamornida a 1-0 win.  In

the third game, the team faced the
Ajax United Elite ’91 team from
Modesto.  A well placed corner
kick from Heath was headed by
Marisa Rowland but hit the cross-
bar.  McKenna deBack was there
to kick the ball home for the 1-0
victory.  

In the championship game,
Lamorinda faced the Black Dia-
mond from Park City, Utah.  Two
scores on breakaways carried the
team to a 2-1 victory.  In the first
breakaway, DeBack’s shot
bounced off the goal but she was
right there to catch the rebound
and push it in for a score.  The
second breakaway score was by
Rowland on a fine pass from Ash-
ley Aczon.

Other members of the team
are Adrienne Johnson, Kendall
Pegan, Alex Salgado, Katherine
Sander, Caroline Scofield, Elaine
Tanski and Allegra Zoller.  The
team is coached by Mohamed
Mohamed who is assisted by
Alasdair Heath.

30% OFF
SELECT FRAME STYLES

on your custom picture framing order
Choose from over 75 in-stock frame 

styles.  Limited to stock on hand.
HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!

One coupon per person.  Must present coupon at time order is
placed.  Not valid with any other offers.  Valid through 1/31/08.

20% OFF
ANY CUSTOM PICTURE 

FRAMING ORDER
One coupon per person.  Must present coupon at time order is

placed.  Not valid with any other offers.  Valid through 1/31/08.

HOLIDAY SPECIALS3571 MT DIABLO BLVD.
LAFAYETTE

(925) 283-7620
• Outstanding Service
• Creative Professionals
• Wide Variety of High Quality Products
• Memorabilia Preservation
• Plexi-Boxes & Shadow Boxes
• Mirrors & Needlework
• Complete Commercial Services
• All Framing is Done on Premises
• Serving Lamorinda Since 1991

OPEN DEC 23 & 24 FOR LAST-MINUTE GIFTS!
FREE valet parking courtesy of Postino's Mon-Sat during lunch hours

“Today’s dollars for today’s
kids!” That's what EFO is

all about.  "I am happy that EFO is
able to come through for each
child who attends public schools in
Orinda precisely because EFO
maintains a $1.3 million in reserve
called the Funds Functioning as
Endowment (FFE).  That means
that if for any reason EFO is not
able to raise and collect the $1.4
million that is already pledged for
the 2007-08 year, EFO will still
cover it!  The schools’ administra-
tors, teachers, parents and students
can rely on our commitment and
know that they will have the “hard

dollars” and resources needed to
excel," says Janet Riley, EFO Pres-
ident. 

It’s this kind of earnest com-
mitment and general benefit to the
Orinda community that prompted
Orinda residents Mike Kang and
Barbara Cabellon to begin their
seasonal Orinda Christmas Tree
Lot business and proudly support
EFO. Mike explains:   “I realize
that EFO is beneficial to everyone
in Orinda, not just the school sys-
tem.  A good school system in-
creases the value of our
community’s real estate.  We’re
very fortunate here in Orinda ,

where our schools are at the top
10% in the state.  It’s for every-
one’s benefit if we can keep our
schools well funded even if the
state doesn’t.”

This will be the second an-
nual partnership between EFO and
the Orinda Christmas Tree Lot, lo-
cated in the old J. F. K. University
campus on Altarinda  Road. The
Christmas trees themselves are
from a tree farm in Oregon, owned
by the most enthusiastic tree lover
named Greg Bartells.  The Christ-
mas trees come in a variety of
sizes, from the smallest table tops
to the more magnificent tall ones,
depending on your space and taste.  

The Grand Opening this
year will be the Friday of Thanks-
giving week, November 23
through December 24.  Hours will
be from 11 am to 9 pm daily.  Be-
sides Christmas trees, Mike will
also sell holiday wreaths and gar-
lands.  The lot will have space and
tables available for Miramonte stu-

dents to bring, display and sell
their Matador Marketplace prod-
ucts to help raise funds for their
graduation events. 

Now Orinda families can
gather, mingle and shop for their
Christmas trees, wreaths and gar-
lands locally, knowing that a por-
tion of the proceeds of the sales
will support EFO directly.  “For
every tree that we sell, we will be
donating a generous amount to
EFO…Last year we donated over
$3,000; we hope this year we’ll be
able to raise that amount or higher
with our community’s increasing
support.”

For more information see
www.orindaefo.org   or
www.orindachristmastreelot.com.

Fall in the garden is a rebirth
from spring and summer.

Temperatures have cooled con-
siderably-days are shorter and
daylight is slowly escaping us in
the evenings. This time of year is
ideal for planting shrubs and
trees. Winter rain will hopefully
arrive soon which provide plants
an opportunity to “heal in” to get
a jump start before spring.

Adding annual flowers in
the f%all offer color for borders
and beds. Pansies, violas, cycla-
mens, primrose and garden

mums are good choices. Orna-
mental cabbages and

kales offer spec-
tacular color

in pots
a n d

planters. Be sure
to add new soil

to pots and
add soil

amendments to planting beds.
Deciduous trees have great

fall color and are a great addition
to all gardens. Raywood Ash,
Chinese Pistache, Bradford Pear,
Crape Myrtle and White Birch
are all good sources for fall color.
Acer Rubra is also a good choice.

What about those decidu-
ous trees that have great fall color
now and will eventually drop
their leaves? Why not start a
compost pile? All that is needed
is a mixture of green (lawn clip-
pings) and brown (leaves) to cre-
ate a good mulch for the spring.
One can also use these leaves as
weed barriers and mulch to top
dress garden beds and vegetable
boxes.

When mowing your lawn
this time of year, be sure to adjust
the height of your mower so that

the grass is not cut too short. It is
also time to apply fall and winter
lawn food.

Irrigation clocks should be
reset when daylight savings time
ends and changed to shorter run
times.  Plants are slowing down
and winter dormancy is close by.
There is no need for maximum
watering times as in the summer
months. Save and conserve water
when you can. There is nothing
worse than seeing a lawn with its
sprinklers on during a winter
downpour.

This time of year is a good
time to reflect upon a great spring
and summer in the garden. Take
the time to look at the trees
change color, watch the
hummingbirds feed on the
salvias, observe the blue jays and
squirrels are pack food away for
the winter. 

Slow down, reflect and
take a moment to be in the
moment.
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Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured
sured

Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

• French Drains
• Underfloor Drains
• Downspout Systems
• Subdrain Systems
• Sump Pumps
• Retaining Walls

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208

925•377•9209
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com

“For all your drainage needs”

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!
After the Meal You Know the Deal,

Recycle Your Food Scraps

Leftovers can be 

transformed 

into useful compost 

by putting them into 

your green recycling cart

along with your 

yard waste. 

For more information about the program:
visit www.wastediversion.org or call (925) 906-1806.

RECYCLE
Food Scraps

The CCCSWA serves the cities of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda 
plus the incorporated areas of these communities.

Dear Neighbor, 

Did You Know …
Speed bumps delay Emergency

Vehicles. Delays cost lives.
For more information visit 

www.MoragaSafety.org
Citizens for Moraga Safety

Fall in the Garden
By Garth Jacober, Mt Diablo Nursery 

The Orinda Christmas Tree Lot Returns
To raise today’s dollars for today’s kids 
Submitted by Gabriella Mozee, Orinda Educational Foundation

In the Back Yard SPORTS

Barbara Cabellon and Mike Kang

Lamorinda Girls Win a Third Consecutive Tournament
Submitted by Dennis Rowland

Lamorinda Soccer Club U17 Team



The spirited rivalry between
No. 1 Miramonte (24-4)

and No. 2 Campolindo (23-5)
boys water polo continued last
Saturday at the Soda Aquatic
Center at Campolindo.  Winning
9-7, it was the Mats ninth North
Coast Section (NCS) title.   

But it didn’t come without a
fight.  

Things looked good early on
for the Cougars after taking a
second quarter lead of 4-2 fol-
lowing goals by Peter Shimer
and Brett Lambert.  But it
wouldn’t last, as the Mats
Stephen Siri’s last first half goal
started the comeback for Mira-
monte. 

Miramonte advanced to a 5-4
lead and, except for a brief tie,
led for the duration, including
five goals in a big third period.  

The No. 2 Matadors (23-4)
girls water polo team advanced
to the finals following Thurs-
day’s NCS semifinal 10-9 win

over the No. 3 Cougars (18-8).  
Campolindo’s Lizzy Peiros

scored on a penalty shot, sending
the match into two three-minute
overtime periods.  The Cougars
Maddy Smith scored in the first
overtime, but the Mats returned
the favor with a goal by Maxine
Sharf.  Tied up, the game went

into sudden death.  With only
four seconds remaining in the
first sudden death period, Kim
Sanguinetti scored the game-
winning goal.  

The Miramonte women lost
to No. 1 Monte Vista (26-1) at
the NCS finals on Saturday, by a
score of 11-5.
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SPORTS
LAMORINDAS LOCAL SPORTS NEWS

Contra Costa 
Adventure Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

•   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •

ServicesServices

Services

Music lessons

Help wanted

Classes Offered

Affordable Classified ads. Submit online: 
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/html/classified.html

$3 per line in bold, $2 per regular line, 3 lines minimum (max 30 Characters per line)

FERARU&
A S S O C I AT E S

510-228-7366

EARTHQUAQE RETROFITING, DECKS,
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, FENCES,
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

KITCHEN AND 
BATH REMODELING
ADDITIONS

www.feraru.us

Myles' Hauling (925)360-2779
Affordable Dependable
Serving Lamorinda for 10 years

Gutters and Roofs cleared
Fall yard cleanup, leafs raked, gar-
den projects and maintenance
Orinda resident, references. Charles
925.254.5533 or 925.528.9385

Raingutter Cleaning/Window
Washing (925) 210-7400
Raingutter Screening available
Insured, prompt service, free est.

Rod Plumbing
Licensed, insured, bonded 
For all your plumbing needs
925-708-7080, www.rodplumbing.com

Terry's Painting Company
Decks, Fences, Interior, Exterior
Repairs and Pressure Washing
Lic # 851058. bonded. 
Call 925-788-1663

Flute & Piano teacher
Classical-jazz - all levels
Nika Rejto 925-284-7797
nikarejto.com Reliable Window Cleaning

Friendly service and
remarkable results!
(Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Rentals
Anandi's Living Yoga in Moraga
offering private, customized
instruction regardless of your physical
ability. Restore yourself spiritually,
physically, & emotionally. "It's not a
workout, It's a workin!" contact
Anandi anytime at 510-910-0856.

JB Fence Company
Lamorinda's premier fence
builder. Top quality materials
and workmanship. Lic. 675223.
(925)299-6770 or visit us
at www.jbfence.com

Catering 510-530-1243
Intimate, elegant sit down
dinners and small corporate
events. Chef Dan Leff Catering:
chefdanleff@aol.com

RETAIL • Work Part-Time  • Flexible Hours • Store Associates
Tuesday Morning is a nationwide retailer selling first quality close-
outs. Our merchandise mix includes famous designer and name
brand merchandise for the home, gifts and more at deeply dis-
counted prices. Requires the ability to lift up to 50lbs.  Tuesday
Morning offers a 401(k) with Co. match and a 20% merchandise
discount. Apply in person: 444 Center Street, Moraga. EOE 

Senior Fitness & Massage
In your home, I will help you
improve your flexibility and
strength. 12 yrs exp. Refs.
Colleen Ross, CMT, CFT
510-965-1978

Having Problems with your
Computer?

Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience

software, hardware, internet
$60 per Hour

call Joey   925 408 1425

Help wanted
Writer/Reporter
Do you have a few hours
available during the day?
Write 1-2 articles each week.  
Lamorinda Weekly-925-377-0977
or  info@lamorindaweekly.com

Elegant house in Sleepy Hollow,
Orinda. 4 bed/3 bath,
$3,400/mo (510) 684 2000

Oakland Strokes Rows Strong at Autumn Festival
Submitted by Pat Rudebusch

Oakland Strokes, the East
Bay’s premier high school

rowing team, traveled to New-
port Beach this past weekend to
participate in the 20th Annual
Newport Autumn Rowing Festi-
val (NARF). The Newport re-
gatta offers competition at
various levels including colle-
giate and master rowers and sev-
eral states including one team
that came from as far as Con-
necticut. This was the first time
Oakland Strokes competed at
NARF.

Both men’s and women’s
teams made a strong showing in
Newport, which was their second
event of the year and first time
rowing on the 4,400-meter
course in Newport Bay. 

The women’s lightweight
eight varsity and junior varsity
boats placed first and second re-
spectively in the juniors, with
both boats earning better times
than many of the college teams.
Only Stanford’s women’s light-
weight posted a better time than
the Oakland Strokes varsity boat. 

In Oakland’s lightweight
varsity boat included coxswain
Molly Fehr (Miramonte High),
and Kendra Nyberg (Miramonte
High) and Anne Hofinga (Mira-
monte High) in bow position.
The JV boat was coxed by Mia
Hamano (Piedmont High), with
Jennifer Zitterman (Miramonte
High) stroking, and India Akin

(Campolindo High) as one of
seven in bow.

“I am encouraged by the
performance of the team, which
built upon the lessons learned
from the season’s first outing in
Sacramento,” said women’s head
coach Ian Simpson. “We rowed
with much more consistent
power than in Sacramento. Our
women’s eight JV boat made the
biggest improvement, placing
sixth overall with a time of 18:28
and beating five varsity boats
from competing teams. Our
women’s varsity rowed steadily
and methodically over the course
to finish fifth with a time of
17:40 and our third eight boat
improved technically to finish
19th overall.” 

The men’s varsity eight-
man boat placed second with a
time of 15:33, just 10 seconds
behind first place Capital Crew
from Sacramento. They were
coxed by Lelia Pakawongse
(Berkeley High), with Patrick
Stolcke (Berkeley High) as
stroke, followed by seven includ-
ing Michael Schier (Miramonte
High) in bow.  Three other Oak-
land men’s varsity eight boats
finished fifth (15:57), tenth
(16:29) and 15th (17:12) overall.

“Newport Bay is a tricky
course with a series of straight-
interspersed with challenging
and often-confusing turns,”
Simpson describes. “It was a

great place for the coxes to dis-
play their skills and it was also
very useful for the rowers to
learn to focus on their rowing
and not be distracted by the sur-
roundings.” 

Although the beauty of
Newport and the course’s sur-
rounding celebrity homes could
have been easy distractions,
Simpson is quick to point to the
dedication of the Oakland
Strokes athletes: “The trip pro-
vided a great opportunity for the
team to bond and rededicate
themselves to training hard and
to making the improvements re-
quired for them to be successful
in the spring racing season. The
coaches gained a lot of informa-
tion from both races and know
there is much work still to be
done as we mold this young team
of great kids into the athletic
force that it can be. We are on
track, the training is going well
and they have great team spirit.”

The Oakland Strokes is a
nationally recognized, junior
level rowing club open to all high
school students in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area. In addition to
rowing technique, the coaches
emphasize our values of team-
work, leadership, initiative, ded-
ication and fellowship. Financial
aid is available to those who
qualify. For more information,
visit the website at www.oak-
landstrokes.org.

Oakland Strokes Newport Roster
Men’s Junior Eight Varsity:
Lelia Pakawongse, coxswain (Berkeley High; Patrick Stolcke,

stroke (Berkeley High); Chadwick Swenson (Skyline High);

James Lenczowski (Bentley High); Nicholas Hoff (Berkeley

High); William Deskin (Campolindo High); Richard Colby Foote

(Encinal High); Andrew Ramos (Alameda High); and Michael

Schier, bow (Miramonte High) 

Men’s Junior Eight JV:
Alex Topacio, coxswain (Campolindo High); Will Danner, stroke

(Berkeley High); William Provost (Albany High); John Howerton

(Head Roycs); Scott Hampton (Acalanes High); Cole Williams

(Campolindo High); James Manuso (College Prep); Garrett Bell

(Las Lomas High); Evan Bontemps, bow  (Del Oro High)

Men’s Junior Eight 3V:
Daniel Migdale, coxswain (Miramonte High); Owen Hurley,

stroke (Bishop O’Dowd); Matthew Lenhart (Campolindo High);

James Kwan (Piedmont High); 5. Jack Andreoni (Piedmont

High); James Weber (Piedmont High); Ted Kizor (Miramonte

High); Hugh Rutherford ((Piedmont High); Robert Chan (Mira-

monte High)

Men’s Junior Eight 4V:
Kasey Benjamin, coxswain (Miramonte High); Lucas Rondenet,

stroke (St. Mary’s College High); Forrest Allen (Bishop O’Dowd);

Jake Farrell (Bentley High); Sean Minnis (Piedmont High);

Dhruv Amin (Piedmont High); Jack Berfiled  (Piedmont High);

Wesley Motlow (Piedmont High); Andrew VanSlyke, bow (Pied-

mont High)

Women’s Junior Lightweight Eight Varsity:
Molly Fehr , coxswain (Miramonte High); Maso Motlow, stroke

(Piedmont High); Kendra Nyberg (Miramonte High); Anne

Hofinga (Miramonte High); Mollie Roark (Marin Academy);

Sarah Coppock-Pector (Bishop O’Dows); Rosie D'Orazio (Bishop

O’Dowd) Ayla Koenig (Berkeley High); Charlotte Horsey, bow

(Head Royce)

Women’s Lightweight Eight JV:
Mia Hamano, coxswain (Piedmont High); Jennifer Zitterman,

stroke (Miramonte High); Eva Sharf (Head Royce); Erin Mullin

(St. Joseph’s High); Caroline Sullivan (Piedmont High); Ceci

Bohm (Piedmont High); India Akin (Campolindo High); An-

abelle Roeser (College Prep); Tyler Atwood, bow (Bentley High)

Womens Junior Eight Varsity:
Leslie Chou , coxswain (Miramonte High); Dana Walsh, stroke

(Miramonte High); Nikki Dahlberg-Seeth (Miramonte High);

Ally Weiland (Northgate High); Claire Grover (Miramonte High);

Kelly Bauer (Miramonte High); Ali Mittelberger  (Head Royce);

Beth Goodwin, bow (Miramonte High)

Women’s Junior Eight JV
Celena Chan, coxswian (St. Ignatius College Prep); Nicole Petiet,

stroke (Berkeley High); Kendall Sandy (Miramonte High); Caro-

line Godfrey (College Prep); Molly Castles (Bentley High); Piper

Akol (Miramonte High); Nicole Sung-Jereczek (Piedmont High);

Mackenzie Whitton (St. Joseph Notre Dame High); Brittany

Beck, bow (Miramonte High).

Women’s Junior Eight 3V
Katherine Anderson, coxswain (Bentley High); Jane Rudebusch,

stroke (Miramonte High); Ella-Rae Woodland (Albany High);

Katie Sullivan (Bentley High); Joanie Sullivan (Bentley High);

Alison Blazer (Miramonte High); Alex Hannah (Piedmont); Allie

Foster (Miramonte High); Isabel Sepkowitz, bow (Bishop

O’Dowd)

Pre-screened caregivers to help
seniors remain independent in
their own homes: errands, meal
prep., housekeeping, bathing,
medication reminders etc.
Call for free assessment.
925-376-8000

Lamorinda Generals 
Win Fall Classic
Submitted by Steven E. Shelton

The Lamorinda Generals
(14U Majors Club

Baseball Team) won the pres-
tigious 17th Annual Desert
Fall Classic, hosted in Las
Vegas Oct. 26 through the 28.
The annual event draws the

top club baseball teams
throughout the western
United States and Canada.
The team went 4-0-1 in pool
play, and then ran the table in
bracket play to make it to the
championship game and ulti-
mately win the 28-team tour-
nament.  Notable wins

included victories over top
teams from Canada, Washing-
ton, Arizona, Nevada and
their long time California ri-
vals the Star Maker Smash.
The Generals are part of the
elite Lamorinda Baseball
Club organization.  The team
has a core group of players
from the Lamorinda area that
have played together for the
past six years, and have con-
sistently been recognized as
one of the top teams in the
country in their age group.

Top row (R to L) Brock Griffin (coach), Connor Hornsby, Todd Burgos,
Tim Caleo, James Marvel, Grant Diede, Trent Shelton, 
Clint Hoover (manager).
Bottom row(R to L):  Spencer Henderson, Alex Rollins, Cole Rider, Jon
Gee, Austin Rei, Bobby DaMaren Photo submitted

Mats Boys Water Polo Takes NCS Title
By Jennifer Wake

Defeat Moves Dons to Third-Place Tie; Mats Take Fifth
By Jennifer Wake

Acalanes faced undefeated
Las Lomas in Walnut

Creek last Friday night. Al-
though they gained some good
yardage in the second half, the
Dons were unable to recover
from a 38-0 halftime deficit.
The Las Lomas squad finished
with a 52-14 win, continuing
an undefeated season.

The Knights combined a

balanced running game with a
big play passing game.  Las
Lomas had seven players with
ten or more yards rushing,
while they struck with three
long passes from Yago of 37,
69 and 75 yards.

Despite the end result, Rob-
bie Pestal was able to continue
his strong season with 22 com-
pletions for well over 200 yards.

The Las Lomas win
ended an historic undefeated
regular season at 10-0 (9-0 in
the DFAL).

Acalanes ended the cam-
paign tied with Campolindo
for third place in the DFAL
with 6-3 league marks.  Mir-
mamonte finished fifth at 4-5.

Orinda Baseball Association

Sign up now for Spring Baseball at www.obabaseball.com.

Registration runs from 11/1/07 to 12/15/07. Tryouts and

evaluations begin January 12. Opening day is March 8, 2008.

registration/

meetings/tryouts

Announce Club Sports registration/ 

meetings/tryouts send to 

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Mats Junior Stephen Siri
Photo Jordan Fong

Miramonte Senior Class 08 Team Photo Jordan Fong

Campo Goaly Barni TJ and Mats Junior Tommy Briskey
Photo Gavin Schlissel

Despite being on opposing rival teams, Miramonte Senior Lincoln Haley and Campolindo Senior

T. J. Barni share a moment together after concluding their high school water polo careers at the

NCS Championship Game at the Soda Center on November 10, 2007. 

Out of the pool, long time water polo friendships prevail! Photo submitted



Saturday, Nov. 3 was the sea-
son opening game for the

Saint Mary’s women’s basketball
team as they took on Loyola Uni-
versity of New Orleans at McK-
eon Pavilion.  The Gaels
outmatched this New Orleans
team in almost every way, but
Loyola found a way to come back
and send this game into overtime.
With the combination of a proven
rebounder, a freshman rising star,
and a fifth year senior, Saint
Mary’s won the game in overtime,
93-86.

It looked as if the Gaels
were going to put this game away
in the first half.  Fifth year senior
guard Serena Benavente did a
good job of controlling the tempo
of the game for the Gaels.  She
made a number of tough shots in
traffic when Saint Mary’s needed
it the most.  Benavente’s clutch
shooting, as well as her six assists
and control of the ball, enabled
the Gael’s to get everyone in-
volved.  “Everybody’s buying

into our new defense and it’s up
tempo style, in your face, pressure
all the time kind of style,” said
Benavente.

The men’s team isn’t the
only squad with a highly touted
Australian recruit.  Gaels forward
Louella Tomlinson came over
from Melbourne, Australia, and is
only a freshman, but was able to
make quite an impact in her Saint
Mary’s debut.  Tomlinson was 10
of 13 from the field, scored 22
points, grabbed nine rebounds,
and had five blocks in only 29
minutes of action.  She also added
two steals and three assists in her
near triple double opening per-
formance.  Tomlinson was able to
catch the ball up high throughout
the game, and either pass it or
shoot it without putting the ball on
the court.  “She’s versatile where
she can go inside and outside, and
if you get bigs on other teams that
try and guard her, she can drag
them out (of position),” said Be-
navente.

Saint Mary’s junior Jontelle
Smith also had a nice game, as
she scored 13 of her 21 points in
the first half.  Smith led the team
in minutes and was able to track
down seven rebounds in 38 min-
utes.

Loyola was able to keep the
score close in the second half by a
strong performance from Trenese
Smith, who scored 37 points in 41
minutes.  The score was 69-63 in
favor of the Gaels with only 5:21
left to play in regulation when the
Gaels called for the substitution of
several starting players.  Shortly

thereafter Loyola would close the
gap and get within two points be-
fore Benavente hit a free throw to
go up by three with 12 seconds to
go.  Loyola’s Christine Mainguy
hoisted a 3-point shot as the horn
sounded and the shot clock light
went off.  Despite being heavily
guarded by Gaels forward Maija
Lahde, the ball dropped in to send
the game into overtime.  Lahde
would get her revenge though, as
her defense and rebounding
would single handedly propel the
Gaels in overtime to give Saint
Mary’s the win.
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Have trouble keeping weight off?
Weigh 2 Health

Can help you find
& keep 

the healthiest you

•Physician diagnosis & treatment    
•Medications &/or supplements
•Medical meal replacements
•Mindful eating coaching 
•Solutions for stress, mood, sleep
•Personable, customized, simple

SUMMER SPECIAL 20% OFF FIRST MONTH

Call now for a 
free consultation 
(925) 658-2500

Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH
Bariatric & Preventive Medicine
953 Mountain View Drive,
Lafayette
www.weigh2healthmd.com

www.professionalautomotive.net

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Auto Body & Collision Repair
Computerized Color Matching
Complete Detailing Services
Expert Unibody Reconstructions
Free Computerized Estimates
Paintless Dent Repair

All Work Guaranteed With Written Warranty

Quality Service
Since 1949

925-2
83-21

60

• Moving clean out
• Concrete Patios, Walkways, Fences
• Demolition and removal of decks
• Concrete/ Driveway removal
• General cleanup
• Retaining walls
• Prepare construction sites
• Rates start from $75 min.

www.cdhaulingservices.com

Call Al Alvarado

925-382-9285

FREE estimates

•• Bonded and insured ••

Mention this ad - 10% off through Dec 31st

Rheem Valley Automotive

455 Center Street
in the Rheem Valley

Shopping Center 925.377.6020
Complete Repair Shop

� most cars Super Smog Special:

$39.95
+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee

coupon required exp. 12-31   

2008 ACADIA
Starting MSRP $29,845*

2007 GRAND
CHEROKEE LIMITED

$10,000 SAVINGS FROM MSRP!*

2404 N. Main Street
Walnut Creek

(925) 937-5060
www.steadauto.com

BEST 
CROSSOVER 

UTILITY 
VEHICLE OF 

2007† $10,000
SAVINGS FROM 

MSRP ALSO AVAIL-
ABLE ON 2007 

DODGE RAM AND 
2007 CHRYSLER 

TOWN & COUNTRY

*Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price. All vehicles subject to prior sale, plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any 
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Subject to credit approval. Offer expires 11/30/07. Jeep® 
is a registered trademark of Daimler Chrysler Corporation.

†MotorWeek Driver’s Choice Award for Best Crossover Utility Vehicle of 2007. *Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price. All 
vehicles subject to prior sale, plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, 
and any emission testing charge. Offer expires 11/30/07.

2679 N. Main Street
Walnut Creek

(925) 932-4800
www.steadauto.com

3 at this savings. 
ID 544407, 569344, 701194.

Saint Mary’s Tip-Off  Classic:  
One Rout and One Barn Burner
By Kevin D. Shallat

The Saint Mary’s Men’s bas-
ketball season got underway

this past weekend, as they hosted
the Sonoma State Seawolves on
Friday, Nov. 8, and the Drake Uni-
versity Bulldogs on Saturday,
Nov. 9.  The Gaels beat the Sea-
wolves 82-57, and corralled the
Bulldogs 72-66.

The fans got a good first look
at Saint Mary’s guard Patrick
Mills from Australia, as he scored
the first points of the season for
the Gaels.  He’s been described as
“lightening in a bottle” by fans.
It’s been five years since a fresh-
man started his first game for the
Gaels, and Mills did not disap-
point, as he racked up 17 points,
five assists, and four steals in his
first contest.

Gaels forward Diamon Simp-
son had a typical game as he
recorded a double-double with 18
points and 11 rebounds.  Center
Omar Samhan and guard Tron
Smith also contributed for the
Gaels.

The second game was a tightly
contested game.  St. Mary’s is
known for their frontcourt, but it
was their backcourt that saved the
day in this game.  Drake has a tal-
ented but smaller squad than the
Gaels, but they compensated for it
by their athleticism and shooting
ability.  The Gaels got away from
attacking the basket and kicking
out to the perimeter in the second
game, even though this style
worked well for them in their
game against Sonoma State.  The
Bulldogs were able to drive to the
basket against the Gaels in the first

half, but Saint Mary’s did a good
job of shutting down those lanes
in the second half.

The Gaels addressed their
shooting concerns from last year,
having clearly improved in that
category.  Among those contribut-
ing to this improvement is guard
Carlin Hughes, also from Aus-
tralia.  Hughes, a transfer from
Montana State, was unstoppable
Saturday night.  In this game,
Hughes looked to be the fastest
player on the court.  He was also
deadly from the perimeter, hitting
five of eight 3-pointers on the
night.  The performance by
Hughes Saturday was reminiscent
of former Gael guard David
Sivulich’s record game of eight 3-
pointers set back in 1995.

The game would go back and
forth, with each team taking rela-
tively small leads that would not
stick.  At one point in the second
half the Gaels would trail by eight
points, but managed to shoot their
way back.  The game would get
locked up at 61 a piece with two
minutes remaining.  Yusef Smith
was able to get a nice put back and
a foul with 1:52 left in the game
that put the Gaels up 64-61.  How-
ever, just when the Gaels looked
to put the game away, the Bull-
dogs would crawl back and get
within two points, bringing the
score to 65-63.  Shortly thereafter,
Todd Golden would hit his fourth
and final 3-pointer on the night,
putting the Gaels up by five with
46 seconds to go, which in
essence sealed the win.

(See pictures page 1)

Saint Mary’s Women Show Depth in OT Win
By Kevin D. Shallat

Campo Harriers Triumph
By Douglas Chudler

On Nov. 7, the Campolindo
cross-country team coached

by Chuck Woolridge raced tri-
umphantly at the DFAL Cross
Country Championships to prove,
once again, that they are one of the
top high school running programs
in the area.

The league championships
were held at Shadow Cliffs Recre-
ation Area in Pleasanton. The var-
sity 3-mile course, as well as the
freshman/sophomore and JV 2-
mile course, were relatively flat
with minimal hills. Runners were
thus given the opportunity to run
their best race of the season and
exhibit their full potential.     

The two varsity races show-
cased some truly exciting per-
formances by the Campo
Cougars. The girls race was held
first. Prior to the race, senior
Hillary Tomas reflected upon the
girls’ season: “It’s been kind of
hard because of all the injuries,
but for the most part, we’ve done
really well and we’re still unde-
feated.”

During the race, freshman
Grace Orders was in the lead, bat-
tling side-by-side with College
Park’s top runner. Although the
College Park runner eventually
broke away to win the race, Or-
ders finished second. This is a
spectacular finish for Orders who
is just a freshman.

“Well, I just got off my injury,
and I just got second, so I was re-
ally happy with my race,” said Or-
ders. She is among several
freshman girls, including Sarah
Mostatabi and Rachel Faoro, who
stepped it up as the season pro-
gressed and landed them spots on
the varsity squad. The combined
efforts of each runner gave the
team a first-place finish in the
championships. This is made
more exceptional by the fact that
during mid-season, the girls team
was plagued with injuries. The
girls successfully bypassed these
obstacles to close out the season

still undefeated.
The varsity boys race followed

next. 
For most of the race, junior

Robert Pulford stayed just behind
some of the greatest runners in the
state. His great pacing allowed
him to finish sixth. Juniors
Michael Brondello and Ross
Geiger positioned themselves at
the front early in the race to push
the team to a third-place finish.
The Cougars lost to College Park
and Acalanes, but defeated Las
Lomas, who had beaten Campo in
the early part of the season. The
Campo varsity boys overcame a
lack of discipline early in the sea-
son to prove themselves serious
and focused athletes. Sophomore
Paul Jackson, the youngest runner
on the varsity squad, was excited
about his 18th place finish: “I did
everything I wanted to do in this
race. It was my best race, and now
I’m number four for Campo.”

The Campolindo JV and
frosh/soph teams also generated
positive results at the league
championships. While the
frosh/soph girls achieved the per-
fect culmination to their season
with a first-place finish, the
frosh/soph boys finished in third.
On the JV side, five Campo run-
ners finished in the top ten for the
boys, who concluded the season
undefeated, while the girls ac-
quired a third-place finish.

The varsity squads now look to
the postseason. “We’re hungry for
redemption,” said junior Colby
Pines. The first postseason meet
will be the North Coast Section
Championships on Nov. 17. While
the girl’s look to defend their NCS
crown, the boys look to take their
relatively young team to the next
level.

“I’m preparing myself men-
tally and physically,” said boys
varsity team member Jason
Budge. “As the Asics ad says,
‘Sound Mind, Sound Body.’”

High school boys DFAL championships

2.95 miles at Shadow Cliffs Regional Recre-

ation Area, Pleasanton

Team scores: College Park 62, Acalanes 74,

Campolindo 77, Las Lomas 78, Dublin 133,

Alhambra 163, Miramonte 179, Northgate

203, Concord 226

Top 20 finishers

Attarian (D) 14:48, Beach (Aca) 15:03, Grace

(D) 15:18, Blattler (Alh) 15:31, Drosky (LL)

15:34.0, Pulford (Cam) 15:34.9, Stinnett

(Aca) 15:52, Rubio (CP) 15:54, Chaidez (CP)

15:55, Cameron (CP) 15:57.0, Brondello

(Cam) 15:57.5; Jamieson (LL) 16:03.0, Wal-

ton (N) 16:03.4, Bickert (CP) 16:05, Green

(LL) 16:11, Geiger (Cam) 16:13, Troxel (Aca)

16:15, Jackson (Cam) 16:19, Gracely (LL)

16:22, Cantrell (Aca) 16:23

Women's Cross Country DFAL Champi-

onships Meet Results 11/7/07

High school girls DFAL championships

2.95 miles at Shadow Cliffs Regional Recre-

ation Area, Pleasanton

Team scores: Campolindo 36, College Park 59,

Miramonte 87, Acalanes 104, Las Lomas 110,

Alhambra 139, Concord 215, Dublin 221,

Northgate 239

Top 20 finishers

Cridebring (CP) 18:10, Orders (Cam) 18:37,

Rosenthal (Cam) 18:51, Tanski (M) 18:56,

Berge (Aca) 19:05, Brokaw (LL) 19:06.6, An-

drews (Alh) 19:06.9, Finnegan (Cam) 19:13,

Mostatabi (Cam) 19:14, Smidebush (Con)

19:17, Smith (CP) 19:24, Tsao (M) 19:29,

Crawford (CP) 19:33, Brennan (Cam) 19:45,

Parker (Alh) 19:51, Shidara (CP) 19:52, Caine

(Aca) 19:54, Gallagher (CP) 19:58, Ota (CP)

20:07, Shearer (Aca) 20:16

Miramonte Defeats State 
Champion Campolindo
By Kevin D. Shallat

The defending women’s state
volleyball champion Cam-

polindo Cougars hosted the Mira-
monte Matadors on Thursday,
Nov. 8, as the two teams faced off
for the second time this year.
There was a good sized crowd on
hand.  However, like the first
match-up, the home team lost.
Miramonte pulled off a monu-
mental upset as they beat the de-
fending state champions, 3-1.

In the game a month ago,
the Cougars won because they
had a more balanced offensive at-
tack.  In that game Miramonte re-
lied heavily upon outside hitter
Juliana Stivanicevic, yet they had
trouble getting more people in-
volved.  This was not the case
Thursday night, as setter Mary
Diamantidis played inspiring vol-
leyball where she was able to get
many of her teammates involved.
“It was a lot of painful repetitions
for her, but she really stepped up,
I’m so proud of her and the way
she’s played so far,” said Mira-
monte head coach Andy Jee.

Diamantidis was in the
zone while racking up assists to
her fellow teammates.  One of
those recipients was Miramonte
outside hitter Kari Johnson.  In
the first meeting between the two
teams, Johnson’s highlights were
centered around her serving.  In
this game it was her play above
the net which helped elevate her
team’s performance.  Cam-
polindo’s duo of Chandler Moore
and Anni Isaacs, both outside hit-
ters and middle blockers, had a
terrific game defensively.  How-
ever, with Johnson stepping up
her play around the net, Cam-
polindo couldn’t account for both
Johnson and Stivanicevic.

Perhaps the happiest player
on the court was Miramonte’s Sti-
vanicevic.  Stivanicevic, a trans-
fer from Campolindo, seemed to
be having the most fun out on the
court, and it seemed to carry over
to the other players.

The Matadors were able to
get the visiting crowd rocking on
a few stellar spikes after a few long
relays.  As good as Miramonte was
in this first game, they won by a
mere two points, beating the
Cougars 25-23.  The Matadors had
won a game early in the first
matchup, so there was some
guarded optimism from the crowd.
Diamantidis and the Matadors
would continue their assault, as
she continued to throw pinpoint
assists to outside hitter and middle
blocker Kelsey Freeman, middle
blocker Haley Sayres, and outside
hitter Kelsey Ross. 

After Miramonte took the
second game 25-23, it was appar-
ent that the match was the Mata-
dor’s to lose.  The Cougars were
able fight back in the third game,
as they wouldn’t go down without
a fight.  Campolindo freshman
setter Mary Vaccaro did all she
could to keep Campolindo in this
match.  Cougar libero Alessandro
Neason kept many rallies going
by diving for impressive digs.
Campolindo would mount a
comeback in the third game and
win 28-26, but would eventually
lose steam in the fourth game and
drop this final game of the match
25-17.  

“I really hope we go to
state.  We may not be the best
physical team, but I think we have
the most heart, and I think that we
can go all the way,” said Diaman-
tidis.

Suzie Davis (12); Serena Benavente (20); Lindsay Ekkis (25) Photo Tod Fierner
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3482 Golden Gate Way
LafayetteHAWS’

PLAZA
AUTO BODY

INC

Foreign & Domestic

(925) 284-5335

The Rolfing Center

Certified Rolfing® Practitioner
Rolfing Movement Practitioner

Conveniently located in Lafayette
By Appointment Only Call Bonnie Stephens:

925.962.0105
bodwkr@yahoo.com  •  www.RolfingEastBay.com

n
fashion studio

!ow

960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette  (925) 283-7396  www.sewnow.com

- design it 
- make it 
- wear it

Fashion & Sewing Classes + Open Studio Time + Sewing Machines + Girl Scouts + Parties

Design the PERFECT gift!  We custom embroider and 

monogram napkins, linens, blankets, golf towels, & more.

Lafayette Acupuncture Center

919 Moraga Rd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-962-2287

Elliot Wagner, OMD, LAc
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

www.lafayetteacupuncture.com

Holiday Festival of  Toys begins Nov. 23rd
3631 Mt. Diablo Blvd. • Lafayette • 284-4631

next to Longs

FRAMING
The Print Gallery

Frames • Prints • Posters •

Shadow Boxes •

Needlework • Mirrors •

Memorabilia • 

Catalogues for Ordering15 Fiesta Lane • Lafayette • (925) 283-4668
(Alongside Petar’s Restaurant)

Open most days
10am-4pm

Bits with a Flair

20 Lafayette Circle
Lafayette

(925)-962-1776

Others use computers . . . I use talent.

JAK
E L
EDE

SM
A

925
-45

1-2
892 Signs/Letters/Graphics

Walls • Murals • Banners

LAFAYETTE

jake@slicksignsndesigns.com

Better Care Choices
An independent senior care advisory  firm.
We help seniors and their families understand 
their realistic options and associated costs 

Linda J. Wurth, Senior Care Consultant
LWurth@comcast.net • 925-932-1400 • cell 925-330-8181

Quality  •  Integrity  •  Expert Workmanship
Third Generation Paving Company

• Driveways • Private Roads
• Parking Lots • Subdivisions
• Tennis & Sports Courts
• Seal Coating

All roads lead to JV Lucas Paving!

925.283.8027

CA # 195560

New location:
LaFiesta Square, 

963-C Moraga Rd. - 925-283-7377www.yarnboutique.us

The Yarn Boutique

• Lots and lots of fabulous yarn
• Friendly, personal service
• Sensible prices

Susan Cowell
Anna M. Webb

925-283-2252
7 Fiesta Ln., Lafayette

(next to Petar’s Restaurant)

Draperies
Carpet
Blinds & Shades
Bedspreads
Upholstery
Shutters
Wallpapers
Hours:
Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30
Sat. by Appoinyment

www.ccstationers.com
Office and Computer Supplies  •  Custom Rubber Stamps and Signs

Knowledgeable and Courteous Staff

New Longer 
Weekday Hours

3643-D Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette  •  (925) 283-6720
Between Trader Joe’s and the Post Office

Monday through Friday 8:30am to 7pm Saturday 9am to 5pm

Paperweight
STATIONERY STUDIO

Fine Stationery, Custom Invitations & Personalized Gifts

3678a Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(across the street from Diamond K)

Tue-Fri 10 to 4 & by appointment

925.283.0344

Art Instruction for Children & Adults

Holiday workshops start week of Dec.
10th and go through Dec. 20th!

• The Young Artist • Cartooning • Watercolor 
• Pastels & Mixed Media • Teen Open Studio 

• Creatures Real & Imagined • Acrylics • Adventures in Art • Pottery & more

����
���������

• Free Boxes !
• Access Hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
• Complete Moving & Packing Supplies
• Major Credit Cards Accepted 
• State of the Art Video Surveillance 
• All Doors Alarmed 
• Individualized Elevator Access 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

3333 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

(925) 962-1940 
Please Call for Details

Celebrating 

our 10th year!

$250 OFF

A Local Contractor Living & Working In
The Lamorinda Area For Over 20 Years

FREE Estimates 283-8621

A Color Coordinated Exterior Paint 
Job By us will make your home 
Appraisal at least $20,000 Higher!
B.A. Neilson, April 2003

Fully Insured State Contractors Lic. #342005

All Work Supervised By Owner/Contractor
• Re-painting Specialist 
• Color Coordinating
• Remodeling 

• Restorations 
• Waterproofing
• Redwood Deck Renewal
• Acoustic Ceiling Removal

Complete Interior
or Exterior

Piano Studio
Piano and music theory lessons, 

preparation for CM exam

Rita Yegiazaryan
Member, CA Music Teacher’s Assoc.

1060 Sierra Vista Way • Lafayette

925-283-7601

“Introduce your

child to the piano”

Lic. # 177588

Diamonds • Anniversary Bands • Wedding Rings

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   •   Lafayette
925-283-1800

Custom Designs • Manufacturing in Gold & Platinum

Jewelry & Watch Repair Done on Premises

in Lafayette s ince 1962

All Major Brands Available
Shuttle Service

3328 Mt. Diablo Blvd A&B; Lafayette
(925) 283-2258     WWW.BIGOTIRES.COM

Tires  • Wheels  • Brakes  • Shocks  • Struts  • Alignment

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

(925) 283-3421

Lafayette Pet Shoppe
Just

opened!
3517 Mt. Diablo Blvd. • Lafayette (former Petco Location) • (925) 284-5212

Premium Pet Food • Flea Control Products • Toys • Small Pet Accessories • Competitivly Priced

Diamond Supply, Ltd.

671 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-4477

www.diamondk.com

Sand • Concrete Mix • Gravel • Decorative Rock • Brick

• Block • Topsoil • Compost • Bark • Stone • Boulders •

Flagstone • Stepping Stones • Cement • Ready Mix

Products • Firewood • Drain Pipe • PVC • Rebar •

Fencing Supplies • Sandbags

• • • Celebrating 70 Years in Lafayette • • •

Come on down and do your

shopping in Lafayette!

"We'll leave the lights 

on for you."
-Jay Lifston

If you would like more information about
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce,
please visit our website, 

www.lafayettechamber.org
or just stop in and say hello.  

100 Lafayette Circle, Suite 103

Love Lafayette

Watch for SShop Orinda November 28th • Call for Advertising 925.377.0977




