
There’s just something about trains. Whether it’s The
Polar Express, or the miniature toy circling under the

Christmas tree, this season conjures images of trains. The
Hogwarts Express, in all of its crimson glory, currently circles
at the Orinda Hardware Store along with many other model
trains and a veritable Toyland of buttons to push and
whirligigs to watch twirl.

“It has to work, it’s designed for kids,” says Ed Levin-
son of Orinda Model Railroad Consultants. “Let the kids play

with it – and let the parents play with it, too!”
Levinson, a retired attorney, designed and
maintains the attraction at Orinda Hardware,
which is an authorized dealer of Lionel trains.
Most of the items in the interactive display,
including the Hogwarts Express, are available
for order/purchase at the store.

Diane Wolfe has been bringing her grandson, four year
old Holden Wolfe-Brown, to visit ‘the train store’ for a couple

of years. “We once spent about two hours here. He plays, and
tells me what buttons to push and when to push them.” Wolfe
says that her other grandchildren also enjoy the trains, but
they are very special to Holden. “I think the train store is re-
ally responsible for his continuing love of trains,” says Wolfe.
“And there’s always something I can pick up while I’m here.”

Levinson says that both original owner Gary Hopper
and current owner Bob Smith are train enthusiasts as well.
The displays in the store began with Hopper, and Smith has
continued the tradition. The layout has been changed three
times since 2005, and pieces are interchanged regularly. Right
now, there is a fun-filled amusement park spinning amidst a
number of trains. 

If you’d like to see even more model trains and don’t
mind a bit of driving, pack up those bored, “when does school
start again?” kids and visit the World’s Greatest Hobby on
Tour, Jan. 5th and 6th in Sacramento,
http://www.wghshow.com/. 

Levinson offers a Saturday morning model train sem-
inar at Orinda Hardware. Train enthusiasts are welcome to
come in with questions; sessions usually begin around
10:00am. Reach Levinson at OrindaModelRR@aol.com, or
376-8425.

Plans are moving forward with the 17,500
feet of 36” diameter pipeline to be installed
from the Lafayette Water Treatment Plant

to the corner of Moraga Road and Draeger Drive in
Moraga.

The existing original pipeline was built in
1930; some of it was replaced in 1947 back when
the population of Lamorinda was a fraction of what
it is today.  The new pipeline will expand capacity
to serve Moraga and Lafayette now and in the fu-
ture, improving water delivery reliability and main-
taining water quality for portions of Lafayette,
Moraga and Orinda.

Moraga Road from Old Jonas Hill Road to
Sky Hy Drive will be closed to through traffic from
9:00 to 5:30 for approximately six to eight weeks.
The sections of Moraga Road with four lanes will
have one lane open in each direction for the duration
of the construction.  Keeping Moraga Road open for
the majority of morning commuters, when traffic is
most dense was a priority of EBMUD.

Construction is tentatively scheduled to start
on June 15 and be completed by August 15.     

The powers that be at EBMUD anticipate a
“manageable traffic impact,” with the majority of
outbound Moraga traffic detoured to St. Mary’s
Road.  However this may not be the only construc-
tion project going on in the area this summer.

According to Janet Keeter, Orinda City Man-

ager, Orinda is moving forward with its $2.7 million
dollar paving project for Moraga Way.  At the De-
cember 18th City Council meeting, it is anticipated
that the project will be authorized to go out to bid
with two scheduling scenarios; moving it up to April
and May, along with a scenario for the summer
months. A federal grant for $1 million of the $2.7
million dollar project has time restrictions, so those
are the only two scheduling options available.

Moraga has a paving project of its own.  The
Town will receive $540,000 in funding from the
Pavement Rehabilitation Program with the stipula-
tion that it be spent before the end of the 2008 –
2009 fiscal year.  Moraga is required to contribute
matching funds of at least $150,000 and any addi-
tional difference between the bid and the grant, ac-
cording the Public Works Director/Town Engineer
Jill Mercurio.  EBMUD’s big dig in Moraga needs
to be complete prior to this paving project.

No one argues that the pipeline isn’t needed,
but the impacts will be felt beyond a longer com-
mute.  Bus route 106, which is a circular loop
throughout Lamorinda on what will be closed roads,
will definitely be adjusted.  Mary Burdick, Market-
ing Department Manager of County Connection
said, “At the moment it’s very premature, and there
are going to be periods of delay, but EMBUD is
doing whatever it can to mitigate the situation.”

Many environmental groups as well as neigh-

bors were concerned about loss of trees.  Respond-
ing to these worries, EBMUD will replace any pro-
tected tree, like a valley oak or a coast live oak, on
a 3:1 basis with native trees of the same species.
Non-native trees will be replaced on a 1:1 basis.

The Soda Aquatic Center at Campolindo High
School is usually busy all summer long with swim
lessons, swim teams and water polo.  Aquatic Coor-
dinator for the Acalanes Union High School Dis-
trict, Andrew Morris said, “It’s an unfortunate
situation.  We’ll make slight adjustments to the
schedule, but the majority of our events are on Sat-
urdays and Sundays.”  He continues, “The majority
of our renters will feel the brunt of it, Orinda
Aquatic, Lamorinda Water Polo and Roughing It
Day Camp,” among others.

Finally, some have suggested, delayed com-
muters might be speeding through Burton Valley to
make up for the, with any luck, few extra minutes
they’ve been stuck in traffic.  Lafayette Police are
well aware of the situation.  In addition the City of
Lafayette is negotiating with EBMUD for additional
funds for flaggers to help keep traffic moving
through busy intersections.
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From All of us, Thanks for 
Your Support in 2007.   
Have a Safe Holiday!

Lamorinda’s Big Dig
EBMUD Pipeline Project to Close Moraga Road this Summer 
By Cathy Tyson

Train-O-Rama!
By Lee Borrowman

You Better Watch Out!
By Cathy Tyson

Holiday revelers take note; Lamorinda’s
police departments will be beefing up

their DUI enforcement during the month of
December on local streets and Highway 24.

“The increased patrol efforts focus on re-
ducing fatal and injury collisions resulting
from alcohol or drug use,” said Orinda Police
Chief Bill French.  “We want residents to have
a safe and happy holiday season.  If you plan
on consuming alcohol, please do not drive.  If
you choose to consume alcohol, designate a
sober driver.”

A total of 25 police agencies throughout
Contra Costa County will be participating in
the “Avoid the 25” campaign.

Think twice before that next pomegran-
ate martini or you may have a close encounter
with a DUI check point.  Not the kind of
Christmas gift anyone’s been wishing for.

Diane Wolfe and Holden Wolfe-Brown Photo Andy Scheck

Happy Holidays from the Lamorinda Weekly Team!


