
The Saint Mary’s men’s bas-
ketball bounced back from

their first loss of the season, after
the Southern Illinois Salukis
spoiled the Gael’s brief ride in the
top 25.  The Gaels traveled to

Honolulu, Hawaii where they
began a three-day tournament at
the Outrigger Rainbow Classic,
which started on Thursday, Dec.
20 for the Gaels.  Saint Mary’s
survived a low scoring affair to

beat the Tulane Green Wave by a
score of 64-57.

Before the opening of the
game, the starting five for both
teams, along with the coaches, re-
ceived leis in a nice pre-game in-
troduction ceremony.  A few of the
Gaels threw the game-worn leis
into the stands where some happy
Saint Mary’s fans were happy to
catch them.

It didn’t take Patrick Mills
long to record the first two points
of the game, as he flew down the
lane for an easy layup.  Mills
didn’t quite have his “A” game,
but was still quicker to the basket
than everybody else, and managed
to finish with 23 points.  Every
time Tulane made a run, Mills
would answer with a jumper or
drive to the basket to keep the
Green Wave at bay.  Mills was for-
tunate to have both his parents fly
in from Australia to watch the
games.  “It was a special game,”
Mills said.  “It’s been a while now
since I’ve seen them, and since
they’ve seen me play.  I’ve had to

try my best to give them their
money’s worth.”

Once again the Gaels re-
ceived good contributions from
their bench.  Yusef Smith crashed
the boards and came up with a
couple of crowd-pleasing blocks.
Smith finished with eight re-
bounds and two blocks in only 14
minutes of play.

Both Mills and Tron Smith
did a good job of attacking the
basket in the first half.  They were
both able to penetrate the Green
Wave defense while protecting the
ball on their way to the basket.
This type of presence, and physi-
cal play helped the Gaels jump out
to a 32-21 halftime lead.

In the second half the Gaels
were never in jeopardy of losing
the game, as they cruised the rest
of the way.  Omar Samhan had an
efficient game, as his minutes
were limited due to foul trouble.
He would finish with 11 points
and five rebounds in 24 minutes.
Carlin Hughes gave the Gaels a
spark off the bench, as he was a

perfect 4-4 at the free-throw line.
Hughes finished with nine points,
two rebounds, two assists, and
two steals in 22 minutes.

With all of the potential dis-
tractions that one might find while
playing in Hawaii, the Gaels seem

as focused as ever.  “I love
(Hawaii), it’s everything people
said it was going to be like, we’re
just having fun, but at the same
time we have a job to do here,”
Mills said.

The Miramonte Matadors girls’ basket-
ball team showed its offensive

prowess and defensive dominance in an
early preseason game on Thursday, Dec. 20
when the 2-1 Matadors took the court
against the 5-3 Newark Memorial Cougars.
After a competitive first half, the Matadors
came out firing in the second half to win
comfortably by a score of 66-42. 

The Matadors got off to a good start
when senior guard Katie Batlin scored three
times to make the score 8-3. The stout Mi-
ramonte defense held the Cougars to only 6
points in the first quarter, while the offense
was able to put up 12 points.

The Newark Memorial Cougars
staged a comeback in the second quarter
with five three-pointers. However, Mira-
monte point guard Ashlee Burns kept the
Matadors ahead with 10 points of her own.
At the end of the half, Miramonte led a
close game by a score of 29-24.

The Matadors came out of the half on
fire with a 10-0 run. The Miramonte de-
fense was again dominant, holding the
Cougars to only 4 points in the third quarter.
Senior guard Katie Evans put all of the mo-
mentum on the Matadors’ side with two
threes and a long jump shot.

The Cougars were no match for the

Matadors in the fourth quarter. Miramonte
continued its dominances by starting off the
quarter on a 16-4 run. The Cougars scored
10 points late, but did not have enough time
to make up their 24 point deficit. The vic-
tory was sealed off when sophomore point
guard Lauren Kimble drained a long three
pointer.

Miramonte was strong outside the
arc, making 7 three-point shots, and was
able to convert many of its free-throws.
Newark Memorial was also hot from the
three-point line, making 9 from behind the
arc, but the Cougar’s poor free-throw
shooting diminished any chance they had
to win this game.

The Matadors were led by Ashlee
Burns, 20 points, and Katie Batlin, 13
points and 1 block. Katie Evans had 13
points while Stephanie Golden scored 10
points and led the defense with 4 blocks.

The Miramonte girls hope to take
their momentum from this overpowering
win against Newark Memorial though the
holidays and into January when they begin
their division play. The Matadors will start
off their division play against Mt. Diablo
and Las Lomas. They will have to continue
to have a strong offense and a stout defense
to get past 6-0 Northgate a few weeks later.

The Acalanes Dons
couldn’t finish off the

Salesian Pride in a sensational
double overtime contest that
left the Dons on the short side
of a 70-66 resolution Saturday
Dec. 15 at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege. The Dons (5-3) held a
comfortable lead for most of
the game until the Pride (6-1)
resurrected midway through
the third quarter cutting the
lead to five with the fourth
quarter still to play. 

Salesian came out play-
ing hard in the fourth with
spirited play by Justin and
Jabari Brown (who combined
for 50 of Salesian’s 70 points)
and was able to tie the game
55-55 on a Justin Brown free-
throw to send the game into
its first of two overtime peri-
ods.

The Dons took the lead
in OT and looked to have the
Pride beat but weren’t able to
keep Justin Brown from hit-
ting a desperation 3-pointer
from well beyond the arc to
tie the game as time expired
in overtime.

Leading 69-66 in double
overtime Salesian was able to
put the game away when Jon
Wheat jumped a Brooks
Baker pass along the arc with
seconds left on the clock.
Wheat made it a two posses-
sion game by making one of
his two free-throw attempts

when the Dons were forced to
foul with three seconds re-
maining.

Joey Anderson (who
saw significant playing time
last season in the Don’s CIF
Playoff run) led the way for
Acalanes with 23 points.
Donovan Christensen added
16 points and Dexter Masland
followed with 14 for the
Dons. 

Acalanes looks to build
upon their experience in the
preseason as they enter DFAL
league play in the coming
weeks. The Dons are starting
off strong with a 5-3 record
after beating El Cerrito, San
Rafael and Redwood-Larkspur
in the NorCal Tipoff Classic
along with Elk Grove in the
Chris Vontoure Memorial
Classic at De La Salle. The
team stumbled during their
final two games of the De La
Salle Tourney with tough
losses to Fairfield (lost in over-
time 74-72) and Bellarmine of
San Jose. They went on to split
their games in the East Bay
Extravaganza at Saint Mary’s
beating Sir Francis Drake and
losing to Salesian. Two of the
Dons’ losses came in tough
overtime decisions that could
have gone either way. 

The Dons are set to
begin DFAL play at 5:30 p.m.
on Jan. 2 at Northgate High
School.
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Express Oil Change & Tire Center

Professional Service at Your Convenience

- Tire Replacement
- Tire Service
- Nitrogen Tire Inflation

- Computerized Digital Alignment
- Complete General Repair and Lubrication Services
- Rental Cars available

Open 6 days 

a week

Mon-S
at

Drive Through Service-

No Appointment needed

63 Orinda Way, Orinda

925-254-8989 Approved 
Auto Repair

BAY AREA

GREEN BUSINESS
PROGRAM

It's Time You have Your Oil Changed by People You Trust

www.professionalautomotive.net

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Auto Body & Collision Repair
Computerized Color Matching
Complete Detailing Services
Expert Unibody Reconstructions
Free Computerized Estimates
Paintless Dent Repair

All Work Guaranteed With Written Warranty

Quality Service
Since 1949

925-2
83-21

60

“GET YOUR KIDS “OFF THE COUCH
AND ON TO THE COURT” IN A FUN
BASKETBALL ENVIRONMENT!”

MINI BALLERS
An instructional, fun basketball league for second grade boys and girls.

This extension of the highly popular Lay-Ups league is now available
for all second graders with an emphasis on skill development and
team play.

• Separate girls and boys leagues
• Skills clinic before each session with former and 

current college coaches 
• League begins in mid January and runs until early March

• Registration now open at  www.jwhoops.com
• For more information contact Jon Wheeler at (925) 878-9899

Rheem Valley Automotive

455 Center Street
in the Rheem Valley

Shopping Center 925.377.6020
Complete Repair Shop

� most cars Super Smog Special:

$39.95
+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee

coupon required exp. 12-31   

Salesian 70, Acalanes 66 in Double OT 
at East Bay Extravaganza
By David Anderson

Saint Mary’s Rides Green Wave with Win at Rainbow Classic
By Kevin D. Shallat (reporting from Honolulu Hawaii)

Miramonte’s Dominant Defense Sinks Newark Memorial
By Steven Johns

Patrick Mills (13) Photo Tod Fierner

Katie Batlin (21) Photo Gavin Schlissel

Highlights from Saint Mary's Friday night win 
over East Tennessee State at Rainbow Classic:
• Randy Bennett sets SMC wins record with 111 coaching victories.
• Yusef Smith matched his career-high with 11 points
• Simpson had his fourth double-double of the season and 11th 
of his career with 15 points and 12 rebounds

• Simpson's 12 rebounds marks the sixth double-digit rebound 
game of the season and 15th of his career.

• Lucas Walker had a career high with 12 points

• Patrick Mills had a career-high 8 assists 
• Carlin Hughes tied his career-high with five made 3-pointers,

going 5-of-9 from beyond the arc.
• With 11 made 3-pointers, Saint Mary's made 10 threes in a 

game for the fourth time this season.

The Gaels went on to play the championship game of the Rainbow
Classic on Saturday, Dec. 22 against the winner of the
Ohio/Louisiana-Lafayette game.


