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•         Life in LAMORINDA •

Get your lips ready for Valentines Day!

The Nature of Science & Beauty
*10 free units of botox with any dermal filler*

Get $ 125 off any Radiesse dermal filler
Get $50 off any Juvederm dermal filler

Get $25 off any spa facial for all new clients
925-283-6975

William Birdsong, MD  •  The Clocktower, 3579 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 283-6975 •  www.aspenmedspa.com

Call Today for a free Clarity Pro Computerized Skin Analysis! Value $50. Expires 2/29/08

Diamonds • Anniversary Bands • Wedding Rings

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   •   Lafayette
925-283-1800

Custom Designs • Manufacturing in Gold & Platinum
Jewelry & Watch Repair Done on Premises

Ideal Cut

LAZARE DIAMOND

Ware  Des ign s
Fine Jewelry since 1977

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

“The Forge”  

Valantine’s DayFeb.  14 th

Front Page Picture:
Left: Santa Maria Chruch in Orinda,  Photo courtesy of
Photo Great Expressions by Deena Evans Photography
Middle: Hacienda de las Flores, Photo courtesy of Photo
Great Expressions by Deena Evans Photography
Right: Lafayette Park Hotel
Photo courtesy of Lynds Photography

Love, Lamorinda Style!

By Cathy Tyson

C
an you really put a price tag on the most important

day of your life?  Actually yes, you can, and you

must.  Engaged Lamorinda couples, and in most in-

stances their parents, need to work within a nuptial budget

while planning the Big Day.

The average cost of a wedding is reported to be

$30,000, according to The Wedding Report and The Knot.

What would happen if local brides and grooms spent that

money locally, thinking Shop Lafayette, Moraga, and

Orinda First?  Imagine if some of those dollars went via

the sales tax to fix area roads.  True love and fewer pot-

holes – mazel tov!

Lucky for us, Lamorinda has a number of wonderful

sites, at a variety of price points, which would satisfy the

most discriminating couple.  Food and drink are usually

the biggest expenses with any type of event.  A modest

bash may feature a lunch buffet with limited alcohol in the

bride’s backyard, on the other end of the spectrum, a sit

down dinner for 200 close friends and family, live music,

a full bar, ice sculptures, and a horse drawn carriage comes

with a premium price tag.        

Many local venues offer one-stop shopping, for ex-

ample The Lafayette Park Hotel, Postino, Wildwood

Acres, Moraga and Orinda Country Clubs make it easy.

Other facilities like The Hacienda De Las Flores, and the

Veteran’s Memorial Building require a separate caterer,

and finally the Soda Center at Saint Mary’s college has a

contract with the school food service provider Sodexo that

couples must use when renting the facility.  See chart for

specific rental information.

“Let me tell ya, the Hacienda is the most reasonable

place,” said Vickie Bowhay, a teacher at CP, whose daugh-

ter Melissa is getting married this summer.  In organizing

the wedding, “Picking the caterer was the hardest part, it’s

where you really spend your money.” 

Where to save and where to splurge?  The food will

be long gone, the rice thrown, the dress will be packed

away, but the photos will remain forever.  There are a

number of area photographers able to capture the moment.

Jamie Westdal Photography even puts together a DVD of

wedding pictures accompanied by music the couple

chooses.  Most photographers have unique individual

pricing, so it’s best 

to do some homework.

From Safeway to Patisserie Lafayette 

to Toot Sweets, there’s no shortage of places to purchase

a delicious wedding cake locally.  All Safeway stores offer

surprisingly good-looking cakes at quite reasonable prices.

Patisserie Lafayette’s award winning cakes come in a va-

riety of flavor combinations and can be designed in a myr-

iad of styles.  In addition, the bakery also has a feminine

tearoom, Maison de Thé, perfect for bridal showers. 

“We met in Petar’s and three months later happened

to be in Hawaii at the same time,” said summer bride

Maren Haag of the start of her romance with John Kelly.

Referring to her dreams of the perfect wedding, “All the

images I’ve had since I was a little girl, it’s great seeing

them come to life.  I’m really excited.”

For better or worse, richer or poorer, Lamorinda cou-

ples will be tying the knot this summer; wouldn’t it be nice

if they fixed a pothole or two on the road to wedded bliss?

Entourage is For Lovers this Valentine’s Day                                                         

Northern California’s most famous Day and Night Spa “Massage into the Midnight Hour”
February 14th – 16th

Set in a romantic candle lit setting
Includes:

~ Relaxing 50 minute Swedish massage ~
~ Refresh with our shower built for two ~

~ Champagne and Entourage’s Famous Chocolate Buffet ~

Come early, Stay Late
$135 per person

Book early- last four years have sold out!

Celebrate 
Valentine’s Day

at Entourage!

w w w . e n t o u r a g e s p a . c o m

Theatre Square   •   Orinda  • 925-254-9721

Day               Spa, Salon & Café

Wildwood Acres Resort, Lafayette Photo Lynds Photography

Hacienda de las Flores, Moraga       Photo Great Expressions by Deena Evans Photography

Photo provided by Caroline Somary, Client and Event Director, SpringLoaf Catering

/  (925) 933-5322

Cake by Lynn Appleton, Pastry Chef and Proprietor Patisserie Lafayette

Wednesday, Febuary 6, 2008




