
Theater-in-the-round,

where the audience sur-

rounds the stage area, pro-

vides theater-goers with

unique access to viewing the

actors and the production.

Marcy Wheeler, an artist and

Director of the Lafayette Stu-

dio, has come up with a sim-

ilar concept and applied it to

the art world. Wheeler’s idea

for “painting-in-the-round”

consists of views from

around the Lafayette Reser-

voir painted by local artists

that will providers art patrons

with a unique—and more

complete—view of this local

landmark.

“I have always felt that

the Reservoir is one of the

best things about Lafayette,”

states Wheeler who has lived

in Lafayette for almost 15

years and who, in addition to

teaching art, owns and oper-

ates the Toots Sweets bakery

in the Plaza Shopping Center

on Mount Diablo Boulevard.

“I thought this would be a

wonderful community activ-

ity that would allow people to

get to know the Reservoir as

a subject of paintings,” adds

Wheeler.

To make her idea a real-

ity, Wheeler recruited some

of her artist colleagues, in-

cluding Charles White,

Teresa Onada, and Mark

Jezierny, to teach a class on

plein air painting (painting in

the outdoors) that is held at

the Lafayette Reservoir each

week. Following a brief cri-

tique session of works-in-

progress at the Lafayette

Studio, class members and

teacher then carpool to the

Reservoir and head out to

find a view of their liking. 

“Plein air painters are

very independent,” says

Wheeler. “It may take some

an hour or more to find just

the right spot with just the

right light…And we can’t ig-

nore the trail that goes around

the Reservoir,” adds Wheeler.

“It creates wonderful sinuous

lines in the landscape.” 

Wheeler has an enlarged

photo of the Reservoir where

she keeps track of the loca-

tions from which paintings

have been created. Through

the work of the students and

teachers, Wheeler aims to

amass a sufficient number of

paintings from around the

Reservoir to hold a show. By

displaying the “art-in-the-

roun,” Wheeler hopes to pro-

vide viewers with a complete

(and probably never before

seen) picture of the Lafayette

Reservoir.

All painting skill levels

are invited to join the class

(although some art experi-

ence is advisable), which will

be held each Wednesday af-

ternoon until the rain comes.

The teachers are versed in

oils and acrylics and rotate

leading the class each week

providing students with a va-

riety of art perspectives. For

more information about the

class or to become one of

Wheeler’s wandering hues,

contact the Lafayette Studio

at 284-5143.
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•         Life in LAMORINDA •

Shop  locally
whenever 
you can. 

Only your support 
of our  local

businesses will keep
them open!

CONSTRUCTION

LAMORINDA
CONTRACTOR

• Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
• Decks
• Room Additions
• Hardwood Floors
• Door & Window Replacement
• And More

JAD Construction is a Lamorinda based company. 
Family owned and operated with over 20 years experience

Home office: (925) 254-4080      •      Mobile: (925) 286-8685
Email:   Lamorinda contractor @ gmail.com

Licence #598907

Color Consulting
Interior Painting

Professional / Reliable 
Excellent Quality
Home & Business

Free Estimates

Call Jackie: 925-787-5553
insured (unlic)

Now is the Time to Paver Pro Your Driveway!
www.Paver-Pro.com   1-877-217-2837

See More Paver Pro
custom projects online!

www.Paver-Pro.com

summer special! 20% Off or FREE Concrete Removal
Exclusive Offer for LaMorinda: 25% Off Sealer

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Limited Time Offer  -  Expires August 31, 2008  -  Offer Code: PPLMSU08

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED License # 908736
DRIVEWAYS PATIOS POOL DECKS WALLS WALKWAYS

LOCALLY OWNED and OPERATED

LIFETIME GUARANTEE
PROGRESSIONAL 

DESIGN CONSULTANTS

We are dedicated to providing consistent quality,
dependability, on-time service and excellent

customer communication.
Paver Pro will provide you with the impeccable

service and craftsmanship you deserve.

“Loans provided by EnerBank USA ( 1245 E. Brickyard Rd., Ste. 640 , Salt Lake City , UT 84106 ) on approved credit, through participating contractors for a limited time.  Repayment terms vary from 18 months to 126 months.  16.79% fixed APR subject to change.  Interest waived if repaid within 180 days.”

When you or your loved ones need

assistance with the activities of 

daily living, contact ComForcare for

compassionate, reliable home care. 

• Home Companions

• 24-Hour Live-In Assistants

• Home Health Aides 

• Transportation Providers 

• Certified Nurse Aides 

• Personal Care Aides 

Supporting
independence, 

dignity and 
quality of life 

925.283.6025
w w w. C o m Fo r c a r e . c o m

Comforcare Senior Services ®
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Supporting
independence, 

dignity and 
quality of life 

The Right Lender to KnowTM

Gordon Steele
Moraga

Mortage Bank since 1985
Want to know more?  Call me.

925-627-7109

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele
003810

The Wandering Hues—Lafayette Reservoir’s Plein Air Group
By Andrea A. Firth

Marcy Wheeler and Charles White Photo Tod Fierner

Scene from the Lafayette Reservoir by Marcy Wheeler

Scene from the Lafayette Reservoir by Marcy Wheeler


