
“We all want more restau-

rants, shops and services

in the downtown,” says Orinda

Mayor Victoria Smith, “as a small

city with limited funds we can best

encourage revitalization by provid-

ing zoning and planning require-

ments that incentivize property

owners to redevelop their older

buildings in order to attract more

tenants.”   Working on that plan was

the mission imparted to a Task Force

that was formed fourteen months

ago, bringing together residents and

experts.  

On October 28th the Orinda

Chamber of Commerce hosted the

first public presentation of the plan.

“This demonstrates the close rela-

tionship between the Chamber and

the town,” said Chamber President

Keith Miller, before adding that this

process was vital to the local econ-

omy which has been stagnant for too

long.  Presenters were Bruce Bur-

rows, Amy Worth and Thomas Mc-

Cormick, each representing a

subcommittee: commercial, process

and residential. 

The Commercial subcommit-

tee worked on options to revitalize

the downtown into a vibrant village

with a mix of retail, residential and

office uses.  “We really need the de-

velopment,” said Richard Westin, a

Planning Commissioner who partic-

ipated on the task force, “fiscally we

always need more money, our roads

are a disaster.” 

“Revitalization has been on

the table for fifteen years,” added

Orinda Council Member Tom Mc-

Cormick, “besides the increase of

property taxes and sales taxes that

the project will generate, one of the

reasons to make the downtown

more of a village is the needs ex-

pressed by our population that’s

reaching retirement age.” In Orinda,

50% of the residents are in that cat-

egory; most of them want to stay in

Orinda, but may be in their large

homes.  The consensus on the task

force was that increasing the num-

ber of residential units downtown

would both provide a solution for

the aging population while increas-

ing shopping.

Bruce Burrows presented pic-

tures and simulations of what the

new city center could look like. 

... continued on page 7 

In contrast to the sweeping

changes in Congress and state

governments across the nation last

week, the face of Orinda’s City

Council will remain unchanged. In-

cumbents Victoria Smith and

Steven Glazer won their bids to re-

turn to the Council for another four

years. Mayor Smith placed first in

the race with 38.8% of the vote,

Councilman Glazer took a close

second with 36.9%, and the chal-

lenger Robert Larsen trailed the in-

cumbents with 23.7%.

On election night, Glazer

gathered with about fifty of his sup-

porters and a few colleagues in

front of the large screen televisions

at Europa. In the crowd were fellow

Council Members Sue Severson

and Tom McCormick and Orinda

City Manager Janet Keeter.  The at-

mosphere was festive and hopeful

as kids played and adults mingled. 

Shortly after 8:30, prelimi-

nary local election results came in,

and the group erupted in a chant of

"Four More Years!" Glazer thanked

his supporters, but his victory

speech was interrupted by another

winner of the evening as Barack

Obama appeared on the large

screen ready to speak to the throngs

of well wishers in Grant Park and

the nation watching. Glazer quickly

wrapped up as all turned their at-

tention to the President-elect.

... continued on page 10
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Auto burglary, 11/05/08  An un-

known suspect forced entry into a

locked Honda CRV on Avenida de

Orinda and removed an undis-

closed amount of property valued

at $350.

Identity theft, 11/04/08  A Mead-

owview Road resident went to

Citibank to open an account.  At

the bank, he was told that his so-

cial security number was flagged

by his other bank, Washington

Mutual, as fraudulent.  The victim

has no idea how his social security

number was compromised.

Auto burglary, 10/31/08  A 2002

Lexus SUV was parked at Wagner

Ranch Elementary School in, where

else, the parking lot.  An unknown

suspect forced entry into the car by

smashing the front window.  The

owner’s Nordstrom briefcase was

missing along with an upscale pen

containing gold flakes.  Unfortu-

nately the owner’s financial infor-

mation was inside the briefcase.

Estimated total loss $800.

Speed racer, 10/31/08  A 22-year-

old white male led police on a high

speed car chase reaching speeds of

up to 100 m.p.h.  It started at

Camino Pablo and Brockwood,

and ended at the intersection of

Highway 24 and Highway 13.  Po-

lice noted the license plate number

and will follow up with the regis-

tered owner who lives in Moraga.

If that’s his “trick” for Halloween,

I’m sure he’ll love the “treat” the

cops will have for him.  

City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Chamber of Commerce:

http://www.orindachamber.org

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Tuesday, November 18

Tuesday, November 25

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 9am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Monday, December 1

Planning Comm. 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way David Collins, Orinda

Residential and
Restoration

Painting Services
Meticulous attention to detail
37 years of satisfied customers

925-254-6882

Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Orinda

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515

Darlene Hattersley
925.360.9588 Find MLS Listings and Valuable Buyer and Seller Tips on our Website.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

TheHattersleys.com Helping You Achieve Your Goals!

Prestigious 24 Acre Sleepy Hollow Area Estate
and 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Luxury Home Shown 

by Appointment, Price Upon Request. 
Many Pics/Info on Our Website.

Voted Walnut Creek's Best Multi-Family 
Development, 2008! Classic Luxury Condos 

from $379,000 in a High-tech, Security Building 
Close to Town, on the Iron Horse Trail.

Open 12-5 Sat & Sun

Public Safety Comm. 7pm
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Wednesday, November 13

Revenue Enhancement Task

Force Community Workshop

De Rey School Auditorium       7pm

Wednesday, November 12

Town of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us

Incumbents Win in Orinda
By Andrea A. Firth and Lee Borrowman

Steve Glazer  at Tuesday night’s Europa Restaurant election party Photo Andy Scheck

Ivy Drive Gets A Speed Cushion
By Andrea A. Firth

Following more than two hours

of presentation, public com-

ment, and discussion, the Orinda

City Council approved the installa-

tion of a single speed cushion on Ivy

Drive abutting the properties at 46

Ivy and 2 Crown Court. Council

Members Amy Worth and Sue Sev-

erson and Mayor Victoria Smith

voted in favor of the speed cushion,

while Council members Steve

Glazer and Tom McCormick both

abstained from the vote. 

Finding a solution to the traf-

fic problems on Ivy Drive—a thor-

oughfare that stretches from Del

Rey Elementary School at the north

end to Miramonte High School at

the south end with Orinda Interme-

diate School in the middle—has

been the focus of a neighborhood

action group and Orinda’s Traffic

Safety Advisory Committee

(TSAC) for over two years. Based

on the input from multiple neigh-

borhood and committee meetings,

circulated petitions, and finally polls

of the Ivy Drive residents on the pro-

posed traffic calming options, TSAC

presented the Council with a three-

part recommendation including a

stop sign, additional speed limits

signs, and the single speed cushion. 

Questions were raised during

the public comment portion of the

discussion regarding how the polls

were conducted and who was able

to vote. “I believe the process was

manipulated,” stated Tim Millette, a

TSAC member. Millette told the

Council that he felt it was inappro-

priate that an email had circulated

indicating how residents had voted

in the poll and that the polling re-

sponse deadline had been extended

after the voted had failed the first

time.

The process of identifying a

solution to the Ivy Drive traffic woes

has been confounded by the fact that

separate and slightly different guide-

lines exist for TSAC to follow for

implementing traffic calming meas-

ures and installing speed cushions.

Despite the challenges presented by

the lack of alignment between the

two sets of guidelines, Vice Mayor

Severson, who has worked closely

with TSAC, felt the spirit and intent

of the guidelines had been adhered

to and she encouraged her fellow

Council Members to move forward

with the speed cushion. “The [Ivy

Drive] neighbors have been request-

ing relief for a long time,” stated

Severson.

Council Member Mc-

Cormick, while supportive of speed

cushions as an effective traffic calm-

ing measure, was bothered by the

lack of confidentiality of the neigh-

borhood poll and how the poll was

conducted. “Every property that

touches Ivy Drive should be noticed

and have the opportunity to vote,”

stated McCormick. Councilman

Glazer, who stated that he also sup-

ports the concept of speed cushions

and worked to have them installed

in his own neighborhood, acknowl-

edged the difficulty in obtaining a

super majority of neighbors in

agreement with the speed cushion.

Glazer expressed concern over the

Council’s ability to consistently in-

terpret and apply the traffic calming

measure guidelines to other situa-

tions in the future due to the lack of

alignment in the current process. 

TSAC’s recommendation to

install additional speed limit signs

along Ivy Drive was passed unani-

mously by the Council. However,

the Council did not support the in-

stallation of a one-way stop sign on

Arroyo Drive at Ivy Drive. Two

other speed cushions that TSAC has

considered as further traffic calming

measures for the street did not meet

either the super majority required

through polling of the neighborhood

or were refused by the property

owners who directly abut the pro-

posed cushion placement.

The Future of  
Orinda’s Commercial Downtown Looks Bright
By Sophie Braccini 

H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.

• MORTGAGE   LOANS •
Purchases   •   Refinances

Fixed Rate Reverse Mortgages (no cost)

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

253-5920

8 Camino Encinas Suite 210  •  Orinda  •  hrsavage@pacbell.net

• Shrubs

• Garden Accessories

• Flowers

• Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell Nursery

ORINDA HARDWARE & RENTAL
56 Moraga Way, Orinda  •  925-254-5429

Just down from the Orinda Theater
Screen Repairs - 48 hr service

Sale ends 11/30/08 © 2008 by True Value® Company, Chicago, IL 60631

Find great deals on
seasonal essentials.

Free regular

house key with

any purchase!


