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ouncil Members from Moraga and
‘ Orinda and members of the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District (MOFD) Board of
Directors recently met to discuss the Fire Dis-
trict’s property tax allocation. According tc
Orinda’s Revenue Enhancement Task Force
(RETF), currently Moraga contributes 35% of
the MOFD property tax revenue and Orinda
kicks in 65%. Fire Chief Pete Nowicki reported
that the property tax revenues that Moraga and
Orinda contribute to fund the Fire District are
allocated fairly and reflect the level of services
received by each municipality. Nowicki em-
phasized that the MOFD responded and func-
tioned as a single fire district and that
quantifying service on a per parcel basis was
not possible. However when pressed, he pro-
vided examples of infrastructure expenditures
and service coverage that supported his posi-
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Moraga, Orinda and MOFD Meet

Nowicki Reports Property Tax Allocation on Target

tion that Moraga and Orinda each pay for and
receive their fair share.

The tri-agency meeting was prompted by
the recommendations of the RETF which has
proposed capping the MOFD’s property tax
revenues at 4.5% with plans to commit the ex-
cess tax revenues toward Orinda’s much needed
infrastructure repairs.

“I am very pleased to see you all here,”
stated Art Haigh, Chair of Orinda’s Citizen’s In-
frastructure Oversight Committee and a mem-
ber of the RETF. “It is my fervent desire tc
address Orinda’s rapidly deteriorating infra-
structure,” he added. Haigh stated that the
RETF had identified the need to explore two is-
sues: the funding inequity between Moraga and
Orinda and the high cost of the MOFD services
as compared to other districts. This two-hout
meeting was only able to tackle the first issue

posed by the RETFE. )
... continued on page 12
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CALL US --To geta free property analysis

Helping You Achieve Your Goals...Lamorinda and Beyond.

--To create a marketing plan for the sale of your home
--To help you plan all your real estate goals

VISIT --www.TheHattersleys.com for more information
We are your neighbors and friends, and in 2009, let us also be your Realtors.

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515

Darlene Hattersl
925.360.95&?/

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Moraga and Orinda Council Members Talk Trash
By Sophie Braccini

St. Mary’s College

Suspected Rapist Caught

By Cathy Tyson

n Friday February 27, 20-year-old St.

Mary’s College student Blake Johnson
was arrested in class for the January 23 alleged
rape of a fellow student who wishes to remain
anonymous. “She was instrumental in identi-
fying the suspect,” said Moraga’s Interim Po-
lice Chief Robert Priebe.

Johnson was booked at the Martinez De-
tention facility and released after posting
$100,000 bail. The case will be presented to
the District Attorney on March 4, 2009.
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President & CEO Pacific Rim Recycling in Benicia

O n March 1st, the solid waste residential rate in-
creased by 7.7% in Orinda, from $25.23 to
$27.35, by 4.2% in Moraga, from $19.98 to $20.82 and
in Lafayette by 9.02% from $19.83 to $21.62. On Feb-
ruary 26, the Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Au-
thority’s (CCCSWA) Executive Director Paul Morsen
invited some local city council members who also sit
on the CCSWA Board to tour some CCCSWA partners
and facilities. The tour was followed by a discussion
of strategic goals.

Moraga Council Member Karen Mendonca and
Mayor Dave Trotter, and Orinda Council Members
Victoria Smith and Steve Glazer are recyclers in their
everyday lives and advocates in their cities, and they all
chose the assignment of sitting on the CCCSWA Board
because of their commitment to recycling.

“I am involved because I want to work to in-
crease our recycling rate and to keep hazardous sub-

Council members David Trotter, Karen Mendonca, Victoria Smith and Steven Glazer listen to Steven Moore,

Camps
2009

see pages 19-21
25 Camps listed

Photo Andy Scheck

stances out of the waste stream,” said Glazer.

Trotter explained, “I have an interest and some
previous background in solid waste matters...for a
number of years during the 1990's I represented
garbage collection and recycling companies as an at-
torney.” ... continued on page 13
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar

City Council Tpm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, March 9

Planning Comm. 7pm

Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, March 5
Thursday, March 19

Design Review Tpm

Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, March 10

Senior Services 3:30pm

Community Center, Alder Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, March 26
City of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Missing Power Source, 2/12/09 —
The Lafayette School District re-
ported 52 solar panels stolen from
the roof of a school. The unknown
suspects also stole a district-owned
van to transport the panels. The
missing items are valued at $87,016.
There are no suspects or witnesses at
this time.

Broken Window and Missing Brief-
case, 2/18/09 — Another window was
smashed in the parking lot of the
Oakwood Athletic Club. The good
news is the crime was caught on a
surveillance tape and the bad news is
the camera was too far away. A light
blue sedan backed into the space on
the passenger side of the victim’s ve-
hicle. A fuzzy suspect was observed
exit the blue sedan from the passen-
ger side and walk to the passenger
side of the victim’s vehicle. At that
point, the victim’s window washed
smashed and several items, including
a laptop and a briefcase, were stolen.

Broken Window and Missing Tools,
2/19/09 — A Monticello Road resi-
dent heard a loud smashing/crashing
sound outside his home and went
outside to investigate with a flash-
light. The victim discovered the side
front window of his truck was
smashed and his garage door was up.
The suspect had apparently smashed
the truck window and opened the
victim’s garage door with the opener
that was stored in the truck. The vic-
tim said tools are missing from the
garage and he had not given anyone
permission to take them. There are
no leads or suspects at this time.

Shoplifting at Safeway, 2/19/09 —An
alert Safeway clerk noticed a cus-
tomer stuff several items into her
purse and leave the store without at-
tempting to pay for them. The clerk
followed the suspect into the parking
lot and told her to return to the store
and empty her purse on the Cus-
tomer Service desk. The suspect
complied and the goods valued at
$48.53 were recovered. The brave
clerk detained the shoplifter until
Lafayette Police arrived. The Offi-
cer placed the suspect under arrest,
read her rights and transported her
to the Martinez facility. The suspect
told the officer under Miranda that a
“friend” had told her to shoplift
from the Lafayette Safeway be-
cause it was easy. She also admit-
ted to shoplifting at the store in the
past. Did she not understand Mi-
randa? Perhaps she thought it was
Opposite Day.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

” 925-377-0977
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JUST LISTED IN LAFAYETTE

3904 South Peardale Drive
Updated Traditional Charmer in Happy Valley
2600 +/- Square Foot 4BD/3BA w/ wonderful

living space. Landscaped .36 property
great for indoor/outdoor living!

Offered at $1,450,000

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Lafayette

Lafayette Stimulus Package — Taking Care of Business

By Cathy Tyson
City staff aren’t just paying lip
service when they say that
Lafayette is open for business. In
an innovative move to encourage
business growth and make devel-
opment more attractive during our
current financial meltdown, they
have adopted a number of cost re-
ductions to entice businesses to lo-
cate here, their own Stimulus
Package. “The City Council and
the Lafayette Redevelopment
Agency Board recognize that
Lafayette has been negatively im-
pacted by the economic downturn
currently plaguing California; and

that this economic downturn has
created a ripple effect across the
community causing a slowdown in
the development of property,” said
City Manager Steven Falk in a pre-
pared statement.
Incentives in the
Stimulus Package include:
- Waiving the fee for a sign permit
- Waiving the Waste Management
performance security fee
- The cost of street trees required
to be planted as a condition of
development will be reimbursed
if developer submits a building
permit application by 12/31/09.

- The expiration date of hillside
development permits, design re-
view and land use permits will
be extended for one additional
year from the date of expiration.

- Walkway construction and im-
provements will be reimbursed
up to $50,000. if required as a
condition of development.

The City of Lafayette is
clearly making an effort to tempt
businesses and development that
in turn would strengthen the local
economy. Given the current re-
cession, only time will tell if it
works.

Lafayette Continues to Wrestle with Specific Plan

By Cathy Tyson

T

iy

at the Veterans Hall

he process of creating the

Lafayette Downtown Strategy
and Specific Plan marches on. In
the final Community Workshop of
this multi-year, multi-faceted proj-
ect, citizens were invited to provide
input on overall plan direction and
specific recommendations and pri-
orities. There has been an almost
unprecedented public response so
far, the Lafayette Homeowners

Downtown Strategy and Specific Plan Community Workshop

Photo Cathy Tyson

Council, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and past city council candi-
date Gabriel Froymovich have all
urged citizens to get involved.
Initiated in May of 2007 as a
response to development pressure
and antiquated 20-year old plans, the
goal of this plan is to develop a vi-
sion and strategy for the long-term
future growth of Lafayette. Mayor
Don Tatzin in his opening remarks

THANKS TO THOSE
WHO PLEDGED TO
TRY LAFAYETTE FIRST!

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE
YOUR HOUSE IS
MAKE 2009 THE YEAR YOU
SHOP LOCAL

DIDNT PLEDGE YET?

www.lafayettechamber.org

How to Sell Your Home
In a Buyer’s Market

As a community service to benefit area homeowners, Realtor Lily
Wescott has put together a special report, entitled “How to Sell Your Home in
a Buyer’s Market (and Get the Best Price Faster Than Anyone Else Around)”.
This report 1s filled with information homeowners need to know to bring
out the best in a home and get it marketed to the right audience.

“You can’t control the prevailing market conditions, but you can make
sure your home is marketed to attract the right buyers— critical to
getting your home sold quickly; at the best price possible.”

Before you sell your home in the current market, be sure to get your copy
of this FREE and informative special report.

Call or email Lily at:
925-330-6108

lily@LamorindaHome.com
www.LamorindaHome.com

Why do some homes languish
on the market for months
while others seem to attract
the right buyers and the
right offers?

Read in my FREE report.

Lily Wescott

Helping Families Make their Next Move

at the recent Community Workshop
reminded attendees that there will be
many other opportunities to discuss
the plan in the months to come. In
addition to individual citizen input,
during the first week of March the
Circulation Commission, the Creeks
Committee, Downtown Strategy
Advisory Committee and the Plan-
ning Commission will all be dis-
cussing the draft plan.

More than a dozen round ta-
bles were set up in the Veteran’s
Hall to allow participants to discuss
and provide input on five specific
topics provided by organizers. At-
tendees were also asked if there are
specific aspects of the Plan they
liked, are unclear about or think
need to be refined.

An introduction by Jim Stick-
ley, Principal, at consulting firm
Wallace, Roberts and Todd, included
an overview of the discussion top-
ics: community character/establish-
ing districts, refining development
regulations, adding downtown parks
and creek greenways, improving
downtown circulation and parking,
and finally improving streetscapes.

... continued on page 6

New Bus Route to
Serve Downtown Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

County Connection Bus

Commuters, especially those
going to jobs on the east end
of town, will be pleased with
County Connection’s upcoming
route 25. Starting at the Lafayette
BART station then travelling along
Mt. Diablo Boulevard to Pleasant
Hill Road, at which point it hops on
the freeway to its final destination —
the Walnut Creek BART station,
this route will link workers all
along the corridor to transit. Cur-
rently, the only option is walking
from the BART station, which is
convenient for Safeway workers.
Those employed at the Lafayette
Park Hotel — not so much.

“This is one of the bright spots
in an otherwise gloomy picture,”
said Anne Muzzini, Director of
Planning at County Connection.
She’s referring to the news reported
in December of 2008 that the transit
service will be cut and prices will
rise due to ever increasing operating

Photo courtesy www.motorbussociety.org

COSts.

Lafayette = Transportation
Planner Leah Greenblatt lobbied
heavily for the increase in service.
In part due to last summer’s trans-
portation survey, and after making
the case that existing bus routes did-
n’t connect to BART, this could be
just the ticket to get commuters out
of their cars.

Service starts March 22 af
7:30 a.m. and will run through 6:30
p-m. on an hourly basis. For more
information go to www.ccta.org.
This is just one of many systemwide
service changes going into effect this
spring. Due to budget shortfalls, a
common refrain these days, fares
will increase as of March 22. Aduli
tickets are now $1.75 will be $2.00
as of that date. Seniors and the dis-
abled now pay $.85, but will soon
pay $1.00. See website for addi-
tional fare increases. Bus to bus
transfers will remain free.
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“The Forge”

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com ¢

Weare Daiigns

t;)//\'//‘(‘L 7(‘///(//y since 1977

« Custom Designed Jewelry

« Remodel Heirloom Jewelry

« Expert Repair

« Appraisals

- Pearls Restrung
Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5
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| 50% off |
; Watch Battery |
j Now $5, Reg $10 |
l 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/31/09. |

Usually installed while you wait.
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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City seeks volunteers for participation on the new

City Charter and
Communications Committee

o
- i .

LAFAYETTE
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The Lafayette City Council is soliciting

applicants to serve on a newly approved City
Charter and Communications Committee.

This new five to seven-member committee will have two tasks, the first
is to investigate the pros and cons of becoming a charter city and make a
recommendation to the City Council on whether Lafayette should take this
step. Existing nearby cities which operate under charters include Piedmont

and San Ramon.

The committee’s second task is to use the city charter investigation as a case
study to develop more effective ways for the city to communicate with its
residents and businesses. It is hoped that the methods of communication
developed in this effort could be adapted to improve all future communication
by the city with its constituents; on a wide variety

of issues.

The committee will be asked to deliver its report regarding becoming a
charter city in September 2009. Work related to communicating the findings
and recommendations to residents may take longer.

Members of the committee will be appointed by the City Council on the
basis of education, community involvement, training and experience in the
fields of city government, communications, public outreach, finance, and

related fields.

Questions regarding the committee may be directed to the
Mayor at DTatzin@lovelafayette.org.

Individuals interested in this volunteer position may obtain an application from

The City’s website at www.ci.lafayette.ca.us or

City of Lafayette Offices

3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 210 or

Call the City’s Clerks Office at (925) 284-1968 and an application will be mailed
Completed applications must be received by 5:00 pm on Friday, March 6, 2009.

The Lafayette City Council is also soliciting applicants to serve on a

newly approved City Open Space Committee.
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar

Town Council  7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo
Wednesday, March 11

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, March 16

Design Review
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, March 9

7:30pm

Park & Rec
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, March 17

Liaison
Fire Station
1280 Moraga Way

Friday, March 13
Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.moragachamber.org

7:30pm

8:00am

Mystery spine, 2/21/09 There
was a small decomposed spine
along a trail behind Saint
Mary’s Road, according to a
resident who phoned police.
The reporting person gave di-
rections to the exact location of
the spine, officers located the
spine but couldn’t determine if
it was from an animal or from a
human being. A local veteri-
narian could also not determine
where the spine came from.
The case was referred to Contra
Costa Animal Services for fur-
ther investigation; they picked
it up from the police station.
The trail is now spineless.

Annoying Telephone calls
2/21/09 A La Salle Drive resi-
dent had received numerous
text messages of a threatening
nature. Apparently two former
employees were harassing her
about their last paychecks. The
call-ee wanted the police to
come by her tanning salon busi-
ness to make sure the former
employees were not there to ha-
rass her. Officers contacted one
of the callers and advised that
this is a civil matter, stop send-
ing the texts and to handle the
matter through small claims
court.

Potential identity theft 2/17/09
A Saint Andrews Drive resident
had been contacted from U.S.
Bank regarding an attempt to
pass a fraudulent cashier’s
check bearing the victim’s
name. One of the two suspects
possessed a false California dri-
ver’s license with the victim’s
name, date of birth and license
number. A savvy teller declined
the transaction and the suspects
left the bank. Here’s hoping the
surveillance camera was on.

D.U.L. 2/19/09 At the corner of
Woodside Drive and Hardie
Drive there was a traffic colli-
sion that involved a drunk
driver. The 56-year-old female
was screened at the scene and
had a .19 blood alcohol level.
The suspect was transported to
the Main Detention Facility in
Martinez and her vehicle was
towed.

Download
“Your” story from
www.lamorinda
weekly.com

Moraga Council

Hires New Town Manager
By Sophie Braccini

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga

Michael Segrest

q wind of cohesiveness swept
through the Town Council as

it unanimously agreed to sign the
contract hiring D. Michael Segrest
as Moraga’s new Town Manager.
The five Council Members spoke
highly of their chosen candidate
and clearly responded to some
negative comments that were pre-
sented by residents in attendance
at that night’s Council meeting.
Mike Segrest will start work on
March 23.

Segrest comes from Snow-
mass Village, a small resort town in
Colorado, where he was hired as
Town Manager in 2002 to handle a
large commercial and mixed-use
development project (more than
600 housing units are included in
the Base Village development). He
was also instrumental in the build-
ing of a recreational facility.

Segrest was hired by Moraga
after a comprehensive hiring
process that distilled more than 80
candidates to three finalists and the
negotiation of a contract. “The hir-
ing process was conducted very
thoroughly,” said Jay Tashiro, who
has been Moraga’s Interim Town
Manager since the departure of Phil

- -_-_--‘—|—; -
Picture courtesy of the Snowmass Sun

Vince last year. Tashiro described a
process that included community
input to define the new Manager’s
profile, many interviews, meetings
of the top 3 candidates with the
Town’s department heads and thor-
ough review of all references.

Some residents expressed
concern about the financial pack-
age that was offered to Segrest in a
time of financial constraints:
“Given Moraga’s challenging fi-
nancial condition, lack of adequate
staff'and police protection, and our
rule of being a minimal govern-
ment I’m appalled at what you are
proposing,” said resident Lee
Bren, who estimated the total cost
of hiring Segrest at $300,000 for
the first year.

The hiring package includes
an annual salary of $180,000, a
$500/month car allowance, a tem-
porary housing allowance of up to
$3,000/month for one year, and
other benefits including relocation
costs, vacation, sick and adminis-
trative leave time, health and other
insurance, and participation in the
Public Employees Retirement
System.

... continued on page 6

Moraga’s COPS

Will Buy Equipment

By Sophie Braccini

n February 25th Moraga’s

Interim Police Chief Robert
Priebe asked the Town Council
for authorization to spend the
$100,000 grant awarded to the
Town under the State of Califor-
nia’s “COPS” (Citizen’s Options
for Public Safety) program on the
purchase of equipment, rather
than using it to hire a 14th police
officer. Priebe said he believes it
is likely that the grant will not be
renewed after this year, and his
department is in critical need of
replacement equipment. The
Council approved the request.

In previous years, COPS
funding was distributed to local
jurisdictions in October and had
been used in Moraga to fund a
13th police officer. In the heat of
the budget crisis, the State did not
release funding in 2008 for the
current fiscal year. The Town
modified its budget accordingly,
paying the 13th officer from its
own resources. At the time, there
was some discussion that should
COPS funds be received, they
might be used to pay for a 14th of-
ficer.

“Recent  correspondence
with Contra Costa SLEOC (Sup-
plemental Law Enforcement
Oversight Committee) warns of
future funding cuts,” said Priebe.
If the funding were to be cut off,
the Town would either have to
lay-off the new officer or fund the
position from the Town’s general
fund.

“The COPS revenues are re-
quired to fund ‘front line munici-
pal police services,”” Priebe
stated, “this can be equipment,
personnel or special programs.”
He ran down a list of the Moraga
Police Department’s (MPD)
equipment needs. Priebe said that
the MPD’s cars are equipped with
mobile data computers that were
purchased used from the County
but are now outdated and in need
of replacement.

Priebe would also like to
equip his officers with new
Tasers, explaining, “Right now
they have the old model that has
the shape of a gun and has been
incriminated in the Oakland
case.” He hopes to provide each
officer with a newer model that
includes a camera that records
video when the Taser is turned on.

The Interim Chief said he
also needs items such as a new
radio system for better communi-
cation, guns, a radar unit, an off-
road motorcycle, crime scene
evidence equipment, a traffic data
collector and specialized training
for new officers.

“There are a few things that
are just nice to have,” said Priebe,
those are items that we really
need, with the exception maybe of
the motorbike.” The Council
unanimously approved the pro-
posal as Mayor Dave Trotter
warned, “But understand that you
won’t be able to exceed the
$100,000 by a penny.”

The Right Lender to Know™

“Thank you Gordon Steele and RPM for all of
your support and guidance. Special thanks
always to Gordon for all of his talent and effort.”

-Matt and Edie, Homebuyers

RPM

925-627-7109

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

GORDON STEELE
Moraca

£ 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: 3

ELENA HOOD GROUP PROUDLY PRESENTS:

228 CALLE LA MONTANA,
MORAGA

Sophisticated home in move-in condition
that backs to Lafayette Reservoir open
space. Over 1800 sqft, 3 Br, 2 Ba, indoor
laundry and 2 car garage on .36 ac lot with
views. Easy access to BART.

$975,000
WWW.228CALLELAMONTANA.COM

100 WHITETHORNE DR.,
MORAGA
Spacious and updated home on a cul-de-sac.
Walking dist. to K-8 schools. 3054 sqft, 4
=l Br, 2.5 Ba, plus great office on a large level
42 acre lot. Open floor plan with large
kitchen/family room combo.

$1,295,000
WWW.100WHITETHORNEDR.COM

wn at the same cost as rent'

MORAGA PLAZA PROFESSIONAL/MEDICAL/RETAIL CONDOS
Moraga’s only Class A building. For the same cost as rent you can own your own suite.
90+% SBA financing at as little as 5% interest rates. Suites sizes from 1063 to 5878 sqft.
FROM $699,900
WWW.MORAGAPLAZA.COM

Want to know todays rapidly changing home values?...
Worried about becoming “short”?...

P\

r! s f
Call us for a complimentary market and staging evaluation!

ORINDA - MORAGA - LAFAYETTE

| ELENA HOOD g

REAL ESTATE GROUP
(925)254-3030 WWW.ORINDA.COM

“God led my family here and He has watched over
us even closer than before...always anticipating
our needs even before we pray for them. In one
word, Willow Spring Church is home.”

-Sonny Ebarle, Member

Willow Spring Church

Voted “Best Place to Worship” in Moraga
-The U.S. Local Business Association

Upcoming Sunday Mornings At WSC
March 8:

“The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Christians, Habit 7”

Willow Spring Church
1675-1689 School Street
Moraga, CA 94556
www.willowspringchurch.org
(925) 376-3550

Sunday Service Times:
Prayer......cccovvvnnnnnee. 8:00am
Traditional............... 9:00am
Contemporary........ 10:30am
Weekly Activities Include:

Wednesday:

3/15: “Working With God”, Part 1
3/22: “Working With God”, Part 2

""With all the claims and promises that
God makes for those who would seek Him

...It amazes me how few actually do."
-Pastor Brad, GodThoughts, Vol.2, p.51*

“Our favorite
Community Bible Study....10am things about
REVERB (youth)................ 7pm Willow Spring
Friday Night: are the music and
BLAST! Kids Club.............. gpm | the welcoming

people. Our
involvement has
changed our lives
because of the

Saturday Night:
Catalyst(Young Adults)..7:30pm

(925) 376-2600

I' Now Enrolling! I amazing people
iMoraga Bright Beginningsj| we've met!”

| Christian Pre-School | -Brian & Jennifer
I Lynne Connors, Director | Selke,

: | Members

1 1

Willow Spring Church is an evangelical, non-denominational, Bible-Driven church with a vision to:
“Work with God to build effective people
who are inspired to excellence and commiitted to others.”

*Willow Spring Church is the home of the Internationally recognized “GodThoughts” Ministry serving
more than 10,000 people daily in over 100 countries around the world.

2 MORAGA
Please send PARKS & RECREATION
storyideas to 925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us
storydesk@ - Cooking - Asian Stir-Fries, 3/11
I ind - Intermediate Line Dancing, 3/5-3/19
el (e -T’ai Chi Chih/Qigong, 3/19-5/7
weekly.com - Dare to Dance (stretch, tone, move), 3/17-5/21

- Creative Writing Workshop, 3/21
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar
City Council Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, March 17
Tuesday, March 10:

Strategic Planning Workshop at
9:30am in the Community Room
at City Hall, 22 Orinda Way

Planning Comm. 7pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way
Tuesday, March 24

Traffic Safty Advisory Commitee
Sarge Littlehale Community Room

22 Orinda Way Tpm
Monday, March 16

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way
Monday, April 6

City of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org
* local businesses

* upcomming events

www.lamorindaweekly.com

” 925-377-0977
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e 4‘—' ,." Prestigious 24 Acre
~ & Sleepy Hollow Area
. Estate and 5
Bedroom, 5.5 Bath
; Luxury Home
=

Shown by
Appointment,

Price Upon Request.
" Many Pics/Info on

~  Our Website.

Helping You Achieve Your Goals ... Lamorinda and Beyond.

COLDLICLL
BANKCER L]

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
- WALNUT CREEK

Rare Two Suite

W% Luxury Condo with
1 Eat-in Kitchen. Top

4 Quality in High-tech

Security Building.
Close to Town and on
Iron Horse Trail.
$509,000 Voted WC's
Best Multi-family
Development, 2008!
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Suspected  “Meth”  maker

2/23/09 A smart pharmacist re-
ported some suspicious activity
— the purchase of cold medicine
that included the ingredient
pseudoephedrine — which is
used to make crystal metham-
phetamine to the police, noting
the vehicle description and li-
cense plate number of the get
away car. When police pulled
over the suspected vehicle they
found 25 boxes of medicine con-
taining pseudoephedrine from
six different Rite Aid stores
along with a 22 page list of Bay
Area Rite Aid locations. Driver
was arrested for possession of a
precursor with intent to manu-
facture.

D.U.L. 2/21/09 Orinda police
gave assistance at a car crash in-
cident on Highway 24 at Pleas-
ant Hill Road. The driver was
parked sideways in the number
four lane blocking traffic and
reeking of alcohol. The 21-year-
old male was slurring his speech
and had urinated on himself.
The young man was arrested at
just after 2:00 a.m. — isn’t that
the time that bars usually close?

Orinda Motors robbed, 2/16/09
Sometime during the night an
unknown suspect(s) broke into
the business and removed prop-
erty valued at over $4,300 from
the main office and shop area.
Missing items include comput-
ers, tires, wheels, tools, even the
ceiling fan from the bathroom
was taken. No fingerprints were
found.

Bold shoplifter, 2/12/09 An 18-
year-old white male from
Lafayette pushed a shopping cart
containing two 12-packs of Bud
Light out of the store, bypassing
the front cash registers. “It was
stupid thing to do,” the young
man said. He alleged that all of
his friends have done it, so he
believed he could get away with
it. The store manager didn’t
press charges, but banned him
from the store for a year.

Council and Planning Commission Review PPRTF
Recommendations

Neighbor Opt-In and FAR Changes Uncertain

By Andrea A. Firth

he City of Orinda set out to

create a streamlined, objec-
tive, and user-friendly process for
residential and commercial develop-
ment--an admirable goal and her-
culean task. After 140 meetings and
over a year of work by the eight
members of the Planning Process
Review Task Force (PPRTF), Coun-
cil Members Tom McCormick and
Amy Worth, and the City Planning
Director Emmanuel Ursu, a 99-page
draft report listing 61 ways to im-
prove the City’s planning process
has been presented to the Planning
Commission and City Council and
for their review and input.

“I was a member of the Task
Force and support everything in the
draft report,” stated Ted Urban at the
start of the recent meeting of the
Planning Commission and City
Council. However, he noted that
some of the recommendations in the
report would require changing
Orinda’s General Plan and therefore
necessitated careful scrutiny. And it
looks like that scrutiny will take sev-
eral more meeting hours before a
final report can be generated for the
City Council to adopt.

At the February 24th meeting,
Planning Director Ursu carefully re-
viewed the recommendations and
answered questions regarding the ra-
tionale behind and potential impact
of the proposed changes. After three
hours, the group had provided feed-
back on the first 18 of 61 recom-
mendations. While most of the
recommendations breezed through
with a nod, smile, and praise from
the Commission and Council, two
of the proposed recommendations
generated lengthy discussion and
garnered equivocal feedback.

Neighbor Opt-In. The pro-
posed Neighbor Opt-In recommen-
dation would allow residential
projects of 1,500 square feet or more
to bypass the Planning Commission
(as long as no requests for a public
hearing are received) if the resident
obtains the written consent of ad-
joining property owners. The con-
sent process would require that the
neighbors have the opportunity to
review the project plans and design
standards and that story poles be
posted and viewed. “The intent of
the recommendation is to improve
communication in the community
and to have neighbors build neigh-
borhoods,” stated McCormick.
However, Council Member Smith
and several members of the Plan-
ning Commission were reluctant to
remove the Planning Commission
from the approval mix and felt that
the proposal tipped the balance too
far toward the neighbors.

Dean Orr, the current Chair of
the Planning Commission, ex-
pressed a general uneasiness with
turning the planning process over to
the community noting that the Com-

projects while keeping the commu-
nity as a whole in mind. “We can all
wrap our heads around a 1,000 to
1,500 square foot addition, but a
project with no ends is not so easy,”
stated Orr. He also felt that the
Neighbor-Opt In option might set up
unrealistic expectations that neigh-
bors’ signatures would guarantee
approval.

Planning Commissioner
Louise Adamson concurred with
Orr’s concerns, but she added that
the idea of neighbors communicat-
ing and working together was a
component to the planning process
that should be strongly encouraged.
Adamson suggested some alterna-
tive incentives for gaining neigh-
bors’ consent that would still include
a review by the Planning Commis-
sion.

Floor Area Ratio. The current
policy for floor area ratio (FAR) lim-
its the size of a home based on the
size of the parcel. The Task Force
has recommended that the FAR
standard no longer be an absolute
limit on the maximum home size for
a given parcel and instead serve as a
trigger for design review. Ursu ex-
plained that the design review trig-
ger would provide greater flexibility
for small additions (50 to 300 square
feet) on smaller lots (less than .5
acres). While currently these addi-
tions might put the home beyond the
allowable FAR, the project might
not have a negative impact on neigh-
bors and could provide benefit to the
homeowner.

“There are some small lots
that have ridiculously low FARs and
similarly there are huge lots with
very large FARs,” stated Orr, but he
expressed uncertainty about the Task
Force’s change. “My concern is with
lots in the 20,000 square foot range.
I wish we could adjust the FAR
more definitively versus asking for
design review and obtaining a vari-
ance.” Council Member Glazer also
expressed doubt. “T have always had

a problem with the FAR and felt it
was an artificial number,” he stated,
“but I’m not sure this recommenda-
tion is an improvement.”

The Planning Commission
and City Council will continue to
meet to review the remaining 43 rec-
ommendations of the PPRTF. These
meetings are open to the public and
will be noticed on the City website.
Neighbor Opt-in
Current Guideline: Residential
projects that are 1,500 square feet
or greater require a public hearing
by the Planning Commission.
Why Change?: Many projects
meet the applicable standards, un-
dergo more scrutiny than neces-
sary, and do not require a public
hearing.

Proposed Change: Residential
projects that are 1,500 square feet
or greater can be approved by the
Zoning Administrator (i.e, the City
Planning Director) without a pub-
lic hearing before the Planning
Commission, if the adjoining
neighbors provide written con-
sent. Neighbors must be provided
the plans and design standards for
review and be able to see the proj-
ect story poles in place. The Zon-
ing Administrator can deny or
refer a project to the Planning
Commission at anytime.

Floor Area Ratio

Current Guideline: The floor area
ratio (FAR) standard sets a maxi-
mum limit for the size of a home
based on the size of the parcel.
Why Change?: The current FAR
standard sets unrealistic expecta-
tions for the maximum size of
homes on large lots and unneces-
sarily restricts the size of homes on
smaller lots.

Proposed Change: Allow the FAR
standard to serve as a trigger for
design review versus an absolute
limit. Re-evaluate the application
of this more flexible FAR standard
in two years or after 10 relevant
projects are completed.

Painting Services

Residential and
Restoration

Meticulous attention to detail

39 years of satisfied customers
Licensed and Insured

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882

Orinda City Council
Sets Strategy—Prudent Fiscal
Management the Priority

By Andrea A. Firth
narelaxed, collegial, workshop
format, Orinda’s City Council

met with several members of the

City Staff to establish goals and ob-

jectives for the year. All agreed that

infrastructure remained the City’s
number one problem. However, the

Council set clear direction that its

number one, overarching priority is

prudent fiscal management. As the

Council and Staff reviewed the

City’s plans related to infrastruc-

ture, public safety, planning and

economic development, and cus-
tomer service and community out-
reach, the discussion often returned
to the need to implement programs
as cost effectively as possible.
“Can we be more efficient?
Are we doing our best?” were
questions raised by Council Mem-
ber Tom McCormick. He sug-
gested that the City conduct an
internal review of all departments
and programs to look for efficien-
cies and ways to save money.
Mayor Sue Severson agreed that an
internal review was appropriate
noting that the City had already set
the plans for enhancing revenue in
motion through the implementation
of the recommendations offered by
the Revenue Enhancement Task

Force.

City Manager Janet Keeter
reported that the City had no cuts
planned and was working to “hold

the line” on the City budget. Keeter
and Administrative/Financial Serv-
ices Director Beverli Marshall alsc
reported that input from members
of the Finance Advisory Commit-
tee, formerly the Budget Commit-
tee, had been very helpful in last
year’s budget process and would be
part of the process again this year.
“We really celebrate the work of
the Budget Committee,” stated
Council Member Amy Worth.

Improving public communi-
cation was another important pri-
ority identified by the Council
Members. As an example, Worth
pointed to the significant amount of
work done by the Planning Process
Review Task Force and the need tc
bring the group’s recommendations
to the community in a big way. Al-
though the Council liked the look
of the City’s new website, mem-
bers were frustrated by its less then
user-friendly access to information,
“Three and four clicks to find
something is too many,” stated Mc-
Cormick. In addition, McCormick
repeatedly called for the City to es-
tablish and grow effective email
distribution lists for communicat-
ing to residents.

The City Council and Stafi
will continue the Strategic Plan-
ning Workshop on Tuesday, March
10 at 9:30am in the Community
Room at City Hall.

PAPYRUS
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Jazz Record Producer Receives Lifetime Achievement Award

By Jennifer Wake

B \
John Burk
It’s one thing to love the sound of
jazz. 1It’s quite another to be
known as a visionary for the genre.
In recognition of his important
work in the world of jazz, Execu-
tive Vice President of A&R and
Chief Creative Officer of the Con-
cord Music Group, John Burk, will
be presented with a lifetime
achievement award on Saturday,
March 7 at the Acalanes Perform-
ing Arts Center during the 9th an-
nual Lafayette Jazz Festival.
Burk worked as an independ-
ent musician/producer/engineer

until 1989 when he was recruited
by Concord Records’ founder (and
Bay Area jazz icon) Carl Jefferson
to be his successor in guiding the
label.

“Carl Jefferson had a great
love for jazz, and it was with his vi-
sion that the Concord Pavilion be-
came a reality,” said one founder of
the Generations in Jazz (G1J) Foun-
dation, Maurice “Mo” Levich.
“Because John Burk is both a mu-
sician and an engineer, he is able to
produce a sound and balance; he
has an incredible ability to recog-
nize talent.”

During his career, Burk has
produced more than 100 albums
and has worked with wide array of
talent including George Benson, Al
Jarreau, Paul McCartney, Jill Scott,
Tito Puente, Gladys Knight and
many more. One of his produc-
tions, Ray Charles’ “Genius Loves
Company,” won a record 8
Grammy awards including Album
of the Year and Record of the Year.
Burk was also one of the visionaries
for the Lafayette Summer Music
Workshop that, for the past 11

years, has taught young people
about the American original art
form of jazz.

“The future of jazz and edu-
cation was what we all had in mind
when we met in [John Burk’s] of-
fice in 1998,” Levich said. “Behind
it is a lot of heart and soul. Our
foundation is a presenting founda-
tion that presents young students,
and allows them to see the future
through professionals and jazz edu-
cators. Funds from the Festival go
to the foundation so we can con-
tinue to present this American art
form within the community and
continue our role in education.”

In a conversation with
Levich, Burk said he would per-
sonally like to “further promote the
education of jazz to American
youth.” He envisions podcasts
from different artists, forming a net-
work of student jazz enthusiasts,
and allowing direct communication
with well-known jazz musicians.

“It would be great to connect
Concord Music Group fans with
artists and artists with fans,” Burk
said.

Lafayette Jazz Festival Not to be Missed

The ninth annual Lafayette Jazz Festival will kick off on Thursday, March 5 with a private party at the Del Valle
Clubhouse in Rossmoor. The following is a list of the Festival's participating bands, times and locations:
Thursday, March 5 (7:30 p.m.) - Double Take, which features students from Stanley Middle School ages
12 to 14, will open for the Big Band of Rossmoor which will feature the Bay Area’s own Mary Fetig on saxo-
phone and Countess Felder from the Alabama Hall of Fame on vocals.
Del Valle Clubhouse in Rossmoor. Tickets, $5.

Friday, March 6 (7:30 p.m.) - The award winning Stanley Jazz Messengers, directed by Bob Athayde, will
begin Friday night's evening of music, followed by the Faces of Jazz (featuring Rich Fongheiser and Bob
Athayde, and other local musicians). The Acalanes Performing Arts Center . Tickets, $5.

Saturday, March 7 (7:30 p.m.) - Touted as “the Big Night," the evening will begin with the Acalanes Jazz

Burk is the third to receive the
GIJ lifetime achievement award;
others included Bay Area broadcast
legend Al Hart and current Ross-
moor resident Frank Como, who
was Lionel Hampton’s arranger for
20 years.

Other award recipients this
year include ninth-grader Connor
Anderson and his brother, tenth-
grader Trevor Anderson of Con-
cord, who will receive the Harvey
Rosenblum Scholarship Award, and
Lafayette resident Greg Lahey, who
will receive the Community Serv-
ice Award.
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Steve Snyder

Mortagage Consultant

©193-9322

A [\EXZI™ You Can Trust..

“This was the smoothest
Real Estate transaction we
have ever had Stephen.
We are happy with
the results.”
John and Catherine
Lafayeﬂ:e, CA
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ssnyder@rpm-mtg.com

CA Dept. of Real Estate Broker # 01111899

Ensemble followed by the first East Bay appearance of Ray Brown's Great Big Band. The band is led by com-
poser, arranger, trumpet player and teacher Ray Brown, who has worked as jazz trumpet player and arranger
for the orchestras of Stan Kenton, Bill Watrous, Bill Berry, Frankie Kapp-Nat Pierce, and the Full Faith and
Credit Big Band. The Acalanes Performing Arts Center. Tickets, $10.

Sunday, March 8 (6:30 p.m.) - The festival's final traditional performance will feature the Contra Costa
County Honor Middle School Jazz Band and High School Jazz Band (with guest directors Dave Gregoric and
Dr. Aaron Lington). The middle school bands represented are from Diablo View, Diablo Vista, Foothill, St. Per-
petua,Sequoia, Walnut Creek Intermediate and Stanley Middle School. The high schools represented are
Acalanes, Campolindo, College Preparatory School, College Park, El Cerrito, Northgate, Home School and Las
Lomas. The Acalanes Performing Arts Center. Tickets, $5.

Tickets are available at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce (www.lafayettechamber.org or (925) 284-7404.

Tempting Townhouse Feels like a Detached Home!

April Matthews

Village Associates Real Estate

This end unit with a deep cul-de-sac location has a level grassy front yard (part of the
green space of the HOA), towering trees on 2 sides and is adjacent to lovely pear
orchards. The location is about a block to restaurants, shopping, the Community Park,
bike trail, and the library!
You will enjoy 2,117 square feet ( per county records) of living space that includes 3
spacious bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms, soaring ceilings in the kitchen, living/dining and
upstairs bedrooms, a terrific family room, a huge laundry room, walk-in closets, abundant
storage, and an attached 2 car garage. The floor plan is on 3 levels. $699,000
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous
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www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

We cater to residential& commercial customers, designers, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR

License #898787 « Bonded . Insured up to $2 Million

CAKF’ET HARDWOOD TILE « LAMINATE VINYL

Diablo Flooring, Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the Bay Area.
We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience.

FREE ESTIMATES
925-426-RUGS (7847)

Shop@Home WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

M aulous

Gift Certificates
on line at
www.mccaulous.com

Phone 925-283-3380
Fax 925-283-7855

Vi aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s
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at McCaulou’s

*On items of 15.00 or more

M aulou’s
Kids Carters

25% .

or more!

Just Reduced!

Fantastic Selection
Of Coordinates
By Alfred Dunner,
Erika, Sag Harbor,
Columbia, Ruby Road,
Caribbean Joe, AGB,
Cathy Daniels & more

30-30.
- OFF

All New Arrivals 30%

All Stretch Denim
Jackets by Sunburst

19’

NOW ONLY 12.99

Fashion Tops by
Milano & Serenade

60’
OFF

NOW ONLY 19.99

Microplush 2 pc.
Jogsets by Anney

14.99

Originally 58.00

Zip Top Totes
Giraffe Print & Solid

60’
OFF

NOW 6.99 and 9.99

Cotton Knit Twinsets
Cardigan and Tank

19%-

NOW 8.99 and 4.99

60:
OFF

NOW ONLY 9.99

Artwork Umbrellas
Auto Open/Close by Shaw

Spring Jackets
L.A.L. Stretch Twill

90"
OFF

NOW ONLY 24.99

Dockers For Her
Iconic Khaki Pants

40%#

NOW ONLY 23.99

'f'- 3 .

"

-

Lightwelght, Packable
Trench Coats by Regent

%
OFF
NOW ONLY 49.99

Discover Amazing
Buys on Clearance

Up 0%

To OFF

Selection Varies By Store

9 Bay Area Stores to serve you!
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR

Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau PI. Oakland
(925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210

VKL aulou's

ORINDA

Village Square
(925) 254-3448

Vineyard Center
(925) 827-0330

MORAGA WALNUT CREEK

Moraga Center
(925) 376-7252

CONCORD SONOMA

Marketplace Center
(707) 996-4465

Countrywood Center
(925) 935-9300

NAPA

Napa Town Center
(707) 255-9375
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CONSTRUCTION INC.
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revolutionized Bay Area real estate
practices in 1990.

Nearly two decades later,
we still are.

We are proud to call
Lamorinda our neighborhood.

After all, we're neighbors, too.

H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.

www.lamorindaweekly.com  ¢” 925-377-0977
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.. continued from page 2

Despite a detailed explana-
tion in his overview, a couple of
participants at this reporter’s
table were very concerned about
proposed height limit changes.
Although when asked if the
table would prefer the existing
76 station or an attractive mixed
use three-story building, the
unanimous answer was the new
structure.

One table mate felt that,
“Lafayette is a small town, it’s
important to build to that scale.”
regarding refining development
regulations. There seemed to be
palpable concern about the pos-
sibility of changing building
height limits from 35 feet to
42.5 feet, even with upper story
setbacks. On the other hand, a
couple who developed a three
story building in the center of
town, with retail on the bottom
and living space on the upper
floors noted, if they weren’t able
to have three stories the project
would not have penciled out fi-
nancially.

What was an empty lot in
the heart of downtown now has
shops that contribute sales tax
to the city, and happy residents
who very rarely need a car be-
cause they can walk to nearby
businesses.

On the whole it seemed
liked most participants agree
with the community vision (in
italics below), as stated in the
Downtown Strategy and Spe-
cific Plan, they just didn’t quite
agree on how to get there:

A downtown that retains

A
A=
ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

AZL/

( «MORTGAGE LOANS- )

its small town charm, is vibrant

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

Purchases + Refinances

Available by Appointment
253-5920

8 Camino Encinas Suite 210 * Orinda * hrsavage@pacbell.net

with pedestrian activity, is safe
and comfortable, offers a vari-
ety of unique shopping and din-
ing choices and has a unique
combination of built form and
landscape character in keeping
with its surrounding natural en-
vironment — characterized by
oak-studded hillsides and cool

* LAMORINDA Community ¢

Lafayette Continues to Wrestle with Specific Plan

Businesses Discuss Strategic Plan

"lr-l-.'..'l_‘.

Mike Anderson presents the plan to business and property owners
Photo Sophie Braccini

More than 110 business owners crowded Temple Isaiah’s
meeting room on Feb 24 for a presentation of the downtown
specific plan organized by the City of Lafayette and the
Chamber of Commerce. A panel composed of City Manager
Steve Falk, Lafayette developer Steve Cortese, Council Member
Mike Anderson and Chamber member Ann Denny answered
questions. Here are some of the questions and answers:

The city is planning to have certain zones become
parking or public areas, will Lafayette use imminent do-
main to materialize the plan?

Falk said Lafayette has no such intention. The plan will set
the rules for when someone wants to redevelop a
business/property. Cortese added, “The purpose of the plan
is to give a view of what could happen within 20 years; it's
what could happen.”

The city is planning a public walkway along the
creek; when someone has a property there and will
want to remodel that property will he have to comply
with this project?

Falk’s short answer was, “Yes.”

Why build housing in the downtown?

Falk outlined the reasons: To provide housing for seniors who
want to downsize and stay in Lafayette, and housing for first
time buyers and young families; also adding condominiums
in the downtown area will help preserve open space. He
added that “it’s better to develop where there is already
some development.” Finally, he said, “This could help with the
city’s affordable housing mandate”

How can the parking problem be resolved?

Falk: “The consultant has proposed a central parking (Cam-
pana area) that would be used by employees of nearby busi-
ness and schools and would free up parking for customers.
The plan also proposes to consolidate exclusive small park-
ing that individual stores have to create pocket parking in

Economic Relief Program

Orinda Motors Inc.

Presents

Lamorinda’s very own stimulus package!

Orinda Motors Economic Relief

0% Off

Any job - Any Service

Al presand coupon 1O redeent offer. Expres 173 1009
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Neglecting car maintenance
and repairs will only lead to
safety problems, reliability
concerns, poor fuel economy
and the premature demise
of your vehicle.

Choose Lamorinda’s premier
automotive repair facility!

Now you don’t have to sacrifice quality for price!

Y www.orindamotors.com

“Qrinda Motors Inc. 63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca., 94563 (925)254-2012

shady creeks. A downtown that
encourages economic activity
beneficial to the community
through the encouragement of
small local businesses and en-
hancement of its tax base — gen-
erating revenue that continues
to enhance and maintain a high
quality public space environ-
ment.

For more information go
to www.lovelafayette.org for
the official Draft Plan, Execu-
tive Summary, comments,
workshop notes and more.

the back of stores.

Why increase the maximum height to 42 - feet?
Cortese explained, “That’s the height of the Mercantile, it al-
lows for higher ceilings for the first floor retail area which is
what is required today, plus add two levels above.

How will the problem of traffic congestion be solved?
Anderson answered, “We first need a better understanding of
our traffic problem. One solution that has been proposed by
the consultant is adding connecting streets that would paral-
lel Mount Diablo and release that street. Another solution
would be to build a tunnel under Mt Diablo to directly link
Moraga traffic to the freeway.” He added that the engineering
of the project would be very complex and very expensive.

S. Braccini

Moraga Council Hires New Town Manager

.. continued from page 3

“This salary is similar to
what our previous Town Man-
ager received and is less than
what I had in Corte Madera,”
said Tashiro.

“We want to give our
Manager pay equity with the
towns and cities around us,”
added Council Member Chew,
“it is important for his credibil-
ity.”

“To get a well qualified
professional you need to stay
with the market rate,” said resi-
dent Jeff Schwartz in support of
the Council’s choice, “a great
town manager can make or
break a town with the directions
and decisions he makes, the
people he hires, his manage-
ment style... from what [ know,
we have the right person.”

Others expressed doubts
about the non-democratic as-
pect of a process in which resi-
dents were not directly involved
in the selection of their town
manager.

“The Council reviewed
this, a sub-committee reviewed

that, but something was missing
-- the public. Where was the
public?” asked resident Dennis
Wanken.

“I understand the concern
and we did our best to include
local groups in defining the pro-
file for our Manager,” answered
Council Member Karen Men-
donca, “but as the process con-
tinued, we could not open it up
too much because the position
of the candidates would be
compromised and we needed to
protect confidentiality.” She re-
minded the audience that resi-
dents elect their Council
Members for the purpose of
representing them and to act as
their agents in choosing what is
best for Moraga.

Council Member Mike
Metcalf summarized the Coun-
cil’s position by saying, “Mr.
Segrest was brought into a com-
munity (Snowmass Village)
that had a hard time deciding
what it was going to do in terms
of development. Under the di-
rection of the Council, he got

things done. We’ve been dead
in the water for the last ten o1
fifteen years and he is ready to
come here and deal with every-
thing that will be thrown at him,
and I admire him for that.”

Mayor Dave Trotter ex-
plained, “We spent many hours
interviewing all the candidates
in closed sessions, and Mr. Seg-
rest gained a very good grasp of
the nuances of this community
in a very short period of time.
He was head and shoulders
above the other two final candi-
dates.” Trotter added that Seg-
rest appeared to have been the
staff’s choice as well.

Council Member Howard
Harpham directly addressed the
source of the discontent, “I un-
derstand the rage which can
come when you start off with a
lot, but not all, of the informa-
tion.” he said, “I wish I could
share with you the resume, the
experience and the statements
that were made... We hired this
man, we should support him, so
he succeeds.”
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LANKFORD I CRAWFORD us

Over 30 Years Combined Legal Experience

Estate Planning Wills & Trusts Probate Litigation

Office: 925.258.9091
www.|claw.com

New Ownership

= World Nails Salon

(formally Judy’s Nail Salon, Judy is still servicing customers)

Mary H. Smith,
D.D.S.

_________________ D.D.S.
£ Ir FREE MANICURE -: 025.254.0824
F 2 I With purchase of e
| Hawaiian Deluxe I
|’ |Pedicure For $30 Pedicure For $40) General dentistry done with a cosmetic emphasis to
I Includes sea salt & Incl. sea salt & cooling | improve and enhance natural looking smiles.

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 or 9998

Tues — Sat: 10am -7pm ¢ Sun: 10am-6pm * www.worldnailspa.com

Adults, Children, Nitrous Oxide, Implant Dentistry, Cosmetic
Dentistry, Invisalign Certified + Complimentary Consultations

* LAMORINDA Community

What’s it Worth?

Appraisal Event Held at Orinda Theater

By Andrea A. Firth

Lafayette resident Lisa Albert
turned up at the appraisal
event held in Orinda’s Theater last
week with a large painting of farm-
ers working in a rice paddy. “It’s
not quite the style of our home, but
I was curious to find out more
about it,” Albert said of the paint-
ing that had been hanging in her
home for years.

As she presented the paint-
ing to Jane Alexiadis, an appraiser
with Michaan’s Auctions, Albert
shared some interesting back-
ground, or provenance in antique
terms. Albert and her husband re-
ceived the painting from her hus-
band’s parents. Albert’s in-laws

Michaan's Appraiser, Jane Alexiadis, with Lafayette resident Lisa Albert

Photo A. Firth
had lived in the Philippines during
World War II and were both
POWs. They survived the War but
lost all their possessions and home
and returned to the States to settle
and rebuild their lives. The couple
went back to the Philippines in the
late 1940’s to try to revive their
shipping company and purchased
this painting by the well-known
Philippine artist Fernando Amor-
solo. Alexiadis was familiar with
Amorsolo’s work and had done
some research in advance, so she
was able to provide Albert with
background on the artist, examples
of his work, and an approximation
of the painting’s value.

“Ideally we are provided
with some information about the
painting or item we are trying to
appraise,” explained Alexiadis,
“but there are many different ways
to solve the mysteries that sur-
round the pieces we evaluate.” As
an example, Alexiadis explained
that she sometimes consults with a
horticulturist or botanist to identify
the plants in a painting to help her
to pinpoint the location and period
of the scene depicted. Michaan’s
appraisers can often provide an
evaluation on the spot or will fol-
low up via email or phone after
getting further information.

Michaan’s Auctions holds
weekly appraisal events at their
showroom in Alameda. This was
the first time that they hosted an
appraisal event in Orinda, and sev-
eral area residents made appoint-
ments in advance for evaluations
of decorative art including an old
violin, a set of silverware, cocktail
shakers, and Asian fine art and
prints. The appraisals are free, and

Michaan’s can facilitate the sale of

items through their monthly Estate
and Annex Auctions. Michaan’s
will hold their next appraisal event
at the Orinda Theater on Thursday,
April 23rd from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information got to
michaans.com.

Fundraising in Today’s Economy

By Cathy Tyson
It was standing room only for
the presentation, “Fundraising
in Today’s Economy,” sponsored
by the Lafayette Community
Foundation. “We want to bring as
many resources to the community
as we can,” said emcee Anne
Grodin, Foundation Board Mem-
ber. The Community Foundation
supports projects that promote the
civic, cultural, educational and en-
vironmental health of Lafayette.
Helping other non-profits is right
up their alley. Since 2000 they
have given over $141,000 to sup-
port a long list of community non-
profit organizations.

“It was a wild success,” said
Grodin noting this event was the
first of its kind for the foundation.
“We found there was a great need
for information in the community.
We feel this is part of our mission,
expanding philanthropy and giv-
ing locally.”

Recognizing that the many
non-profits they’ve supported

over the years are feeling the fi-
nancial pinch of the current eco-
nomic downturn, the Community
Foundation recognized this was a
perfect opportunity to put together
a free seminar that would offer ad-
vice and tips from Bay Area
fundraising experts.

Sara DuBois, Director of
Development of the East Bay
Community Foundation sug-
gested that “fundraising is really
all about relationships.” She ac-
knowledged times are tough, but
recommended being pro-active
and going to donors to maintain a
relationship even if the money is
not there now. “Don’t treat
donors like an ATM — keep them
in the loop with e-mail and
newsletters.” She also suggested
seeing if there are other non-prof-
its to partner with to increase effi-
ciency and  for  larger
organizations, bequests a good
option for donors who can’t give
now.

“It’s definitely a time to go
out of your way to thank donors
and to develop a sense of urgency
—why it’s important to give now,”
said Jan Berckefeldt, Executive
Director of the Maybeck Founda-
tion.

One tip offered by Linda
Peterson, a Communication Con-
sultant with Peterson, Skolnick &
Dodge is to hone your story to its
absolute essence, “say what you
do and why it matters.” She also
suggested emphasizing donor
needs that only donors can fill and
reiterated the notion of cultivating
relationships. She had the audi-
ence in stitches with rules of en-
gagement regarding the courtship
of a potential donor.

The one thing all the panel
experts agreed and joked upon
was the over-used phrase “in
today’s tough economic times,”
and suggested instead emphasiz-
ing the importance of continuing
support.

Orinda Council Supports
55% Threshold for Local

Tax Measures

By Andrea A. Firth

he biggest financial chal-

lenge facing Orinda is how
to fund the City’s $120 million in
infrastructure needs—this is no
secret. Residents regularly dodge
potholes and for two years run-
ning Orinda’s roads have had the
distinction of being named the
worst in the Bay Area. Twice the
City has placed infrastructure
bonds before the voters and failed
to obtain the required 2/3 ap-
proval by a narrow margin. City
Council, staff, and Task Force
volunteers continue to strategize
ways to obtain grants and addi-
tional revenue sources to address
the infrastructure needs, and the
problem persists. Most recently
the Council worked the legisla-
tive angle.

At the February 17th City
Council meeting, the Council
adopted a resolution in support of
a bill authored by California State
Assembly Member Jared Huff-
man that would amend the Sate
Constitution and lower the voter

threshold to 55% for special local
taxes. Currently, local taxes re-
quire a 2/3 voter approval—a bar
that is often difficult to reach.
[Local taxes used to finance
school facility improvements are
an exception and require a 55%
voter approval—a change ap-
proved through Proposition 39 in
2000.]

According the Mayor Sue
Severson, the Contra Costa May-
ors Conference has begun to ex-
pand its advocacy efforts. Civic
leaders cross the County have
been encouraged to take a more
active role in support of legisla-
tion that will enable cities to re-
tain greater local control for
priorities that they have estab-
lished. To that end the Council
considered and adopted the reso-
lution in support of lowering the
voter threshold, however the
Council’s action will not amend
the 2/3 requirement—that will re-
quire approval by the State legis-
lature and a statewide vote.

A Fresh Look at Lamorinda Real Estate

Blending both my international experience and local expertise,

I have my finger on the pulse of Lamorinda. Visit me on the web at
www.JulieBarlier.com. Here you will find the latest listings featured
throughout the area to help you gauge market trends or find the
home of your dreams.

My commitment to you is to make your real estate
experience a complete success.

Bilingue anglais-francais JLll ie Barlier

(925) 588-4300
jbarlier@rockecliff.com
www.JulieBarlier.com
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Diablo Magazine Best of the East Bay
“Best Bult Kicking Workout”

New Client Special*
30 days of unlimited classes for $100

MARIA EBERLE

Your Lamorinda to Rossmoor Connection
ONE STOP SHOPPING

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Call today for a
personal
Rossmoor tour,
informational packet
and
complimentary
lunch with us.

1-877-976-7766
# Prudential

Califeruia Aealy
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NANCY GRANBERG
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www.with-a-twist-music.com

MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Michael L. Gill

(510) 287-2540
michael@with-a-twist-music.com
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!!eneratlons in Jazz Presents the !th

Annual Lafayette Jazz Festival:
Thurs March 5th — Sunday March 8th.
Enjoy performances by The Rossmoor
Big Band, Double Take Stanley Middle
School Jazz Messengers, Faces of Jazz,
Acalanes School Jazz Band, The Ray
Brown Great Big Band and Contra
Costa County Honor Jazz Bands. Tick-
ets, venues and pricing available at the
Lafayette Chamber (925) 284-7404 or
www.lafayettechamber.org.

See story on page 5.

A BICENTENNIAL CONCERT of
works by Haydn (d. 1809) and
Mendelssohn (b. 1809) will be presented
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church at 7:00

iZheem

Theater
350 Park Street
Moragsa

1 & 988-3411
Coming Soon

Special Midnight Show on

Thursday March 4th
WATCHMAN

Friday March 5th
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE

Friday March 12th
RACE TO WITCH
MOUNTAIN

Still playing

THE INTERNATIONAL

CONFESSIONS OF
A SHOPAHOLIC

All seats Mon thru Thurs
all shows $6.00

ee NOW HIRING e°
www.rheemtheatre.com

pm on Saturday, March 14. Haydn’s
Mass in Time of Anguish and excerpts
from Mendelssohn’s Elijah will be per-
formed by OSLC singers joined by pro-
fessional soloists and instrumental
ensemble, with Martin Morley conduct-
ing. Free admission; freewill offering
collected.

Enjoy the 40’s and 50’s music of
Eddie Williams — a self-contained one-
man show — a mix of vocals and instru-
mentation featuring Eddie on vocals,
guitar and saxophone. Wine and hors
d’oeuvres will be served while you listen
to Eddie perform the music of Frank
Sinatra, Bing Crosby and more. Thurs-
day, March 19 from 6:45 pmto 8:15 pm.
This is event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Please RSVP by March 16th to Can-
dice Moses 925-377-7900 or e-mail to
candice.moses(@aegisliving.com.

WomenSing, a 50 voice chorus, will
perform Sunday, April 5 at 4:00pm,
Saint Mary’s Chapel, 1928 Saint Mary's
Road,Moraga: “Stars” by Dublanc and
Randall Thompson, contemporary Nor-
wegian music, music in celebration of
Mendelssohn’s 200 birth anniversary,
and the mystical Holst's Choral Hymns
from the Rig-Veda. Ticket prices are:
$25 reserved $20 general $18
Seniors/students $10 youth 18 and
under. Tickets may be purchased online
at www.womensing.org, at the door, or
by calling (925) 974-9169.

THEATER

Contra Costa College Drama
Department Artistic Director Clay
David directs a landmark production of
Lorraine Hansberry’s “A RAISIN IN
THE SUN” at the Knox Center for the
Performing Arts Center, March 4-8, at 8
p.m. According to David, the play centers
on the Younger family who find
themselves at a crossroads when the
family patriarch dies and leaves them with
$10,000 in insurance money. “Dreams,”
says David, “can make a life worth living,
but they can also be dashed by bad
decisions. “What happens to a dream
deferred? Does it dry up like a Raisin in
the Sun?” Corner of El Portal Drive and
Castro in San Pablo. 510-235-7800 ext.
4274 $15.00 General $10.00 Students.

Irish dancers from the Moore School
of Irish Dance in Walnut Creek will be
performing award-winning Traditional

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed

Irish Step Dance and Storytelling
through Irish dance drama. It promises
to be great family entertainment, suitable
for children and adults. Performances
will be held at the Del Valle Theater in
Walnut Creek. Show times are: 7:00
pm on Friday, March 13th and 2:00
pm on Saturday, March 14th.Tickets
are $15 and may be purchased by
phone by dialing the Dean Lesher
Theater at 943-SHOW.

ABOVE THE VIOLET an adventure
tale by Laura Means Berchdorf.
Directed by Randall Nott. What
happens when a determined 8-year-old
girl decides to show her equally
determined, fossil collecting, 10-year-
old brother that she is sorry for ruining
his surprise? A cast of wildly entertaining
and diverse characters is unleashed in this
well paced show for the whole family.
Lesher Center for the Arts (Knight Stage
3) 1601 Civic Drive Walnut Creek.
March 6 through March 22. For tickets
and exact show times call Lesher Box-
Office (925) 943-SHOW. $18.

Midsummer Night’s Dream will be
presented by the award-winning Diablo
Valley College Drama Department;
opening March 20th and running every
Fri-Sun. thru April 5. Tickets range from
$5-15, with special community-outreach
matinees during the week for school-
aged children and their classes.

(If you are an educator, and would
like to arrange to have your students
attend, please contact Marsha Fulk at
(925) 687-4445 for details and booking.)
General Public performances will be
held Friday and Saturday Evenings at
8pm and Sundays at 2:30pm. Tickets
can be purchased by calling (925) 687-
4445 or by emailing- mfulk@dvc.edu.

LAFAYETTE TOWN HALL THE-
ATRE COMPANY PRESENTS THE
ODD COUPLE (Female Version)
March 28 — April 25. The Female Ver-
sion Adds a Twist to Neil Simon’s Su-
perbly Written Comedy (Rating —
PG-13) Contact the Town Hall Theatre
Company Box Office for exact dates and
times. For Tickets: 925-283-1557.
Town Hall Theatre Company, 3535
School Street, Lafayette.

The Moraga Art Gallery presents
“The Northern Lights” in Moraga
through March 14th and then the new
group show “Inner Spirit” will open
March 17th. The new show will feature
the work of Nancy Robinson who thor-
oughly enjoys the creative process. She
has always been fascinated with the
human figure; “there is nothing more
beautiful. But even more so is the spirit.
I find that is what attracts me. And that is
how I paint. Nancy started with pastels
and watercolors and has been working
with acrylics and oils for the past few
years. The public is invited to the Open-
ing Reception on Saturday, March 21,

£ 925-377-0977

from 3-5 pm at the Moraga Art Gallery,
570 Center St, Rheem Valley Shopping

Center/next to Longs Drugs. Open
Tuesday through Sunday, 12-5
pm.925.376.5407.

“Objects of Affection,” at the

Lafayette Gallery runs through March
7th and the new show, “Food, Glorious
Food” opens March 10th. Gallery
Hours: 11 — 5 pm Tuesday — Saturday,
50 Lafayette Circle, 925-284-2788.

“Faberge Tiffany Lalique” March 25 -
2:00pm, Moraga Library. A Fine Arts
Museums of San Francisco docent lec-
ture based on the current exhibit at the
Legion of Honor running through May
31. The exhibit provides first compara-
tive study of three great jewelry and dec-
orative arts designers: Peter Carl
Faberge, Louis Comfort tiffany, and
Rene Lalique.

LITERATURE & LECTURES

Mysterious California Book Discus-
sion Series—Kirk Russell’s “Shell
Games.” On March 19: 1:00—3:00 p.m.
and 7:00—9:00 p.m. Moraga Library
Facilitated book discussion of Rus-
sell’s John Marquez novel which
takes place along the northern Cali-
fornia coast and features a unique
sleuth: an ex-DEA who now heads a
special investigative unit.

Moraga Book Sale -March 7-10 a.m.to
1:00 p.m. The Friends of the Moraga Li-
brary are conducting their annual inven-
tory reduction sale in the parking lot
behind the Library. Come and find your
favorite materials and authors out of
some 1000 reasonably priced books. For
more information, call 925-376-6259.

Children’s activities at the Moraga
Library: Storytime- Stories and crafts
for children three to seven-Tuesdays
through March 17, 4:00—4:30 pm;
Lapsit -Stories, songs and bounces for
baby and caregiver-Wednesdays
through March 18, 10:00—10:20 a.m. ;
Toddlertime-Stories, thymes and fun-
Ages 2 to 3-1/2 with adult participa-
tion-Wednesdays through March 18,
10:45—11:15 am.

Powell's Sweet Shoppe , 3591 Mt. Di-
ablo Blvd in Lafayette, will celebrate its
Ist Birthday on Saturday, March 14
starting at 10 am. Special guest Mike
Tee Vee of Willy Wonka and the Choco-
late Factory fame will be signing auto-
graphs all morning. You can also win a
chance to have lunch with Mike at one
of Lafayette's restaurants. 1,000 Wonka
Bars will be given away with 5 chances
to win a Golden Ticket!

PARENTS

On Saturday, March 7 from 10am-

® Not to be missed

3pm, Las Lomas student Resham Ram-
say, as part of her Girl Scout Gold
Award, will present an “Anti-Stress
Fest” to help Acalanes District Commu-
nities deal constructively with the stress
in our lives. This project is being pre-
sented in conjunction with the Girl
Scouts of America and is open to staff,
parents, and students from all district
schools. Come spend the day and par-
ticipate in activities to help reduce what-
ever stresses you have in your lives! Los
Lomas HS gym, 1460 South Main
Street in Walnut Creek.

Meditating Moms & Dads ... Finding
Peace in the School Parking Lot. Sherry
Berman MA, has been working with
people who are struggling through the
different transitions in their lives
including parenthood, divorce and
career change. As a career and life
transitions counselor and spiritual
director, Sherry draws from a variety of
therapeutic foundations, to help people
transition through the challenging times
in life in ways that are positive and
healthy. Tuesday, March 10, 2009,
7:00-8:30pm, library. No fee, register at
the event or on-line (course # 05-6109)
http://adulted.acalanes.k12.ca.us.

Topics on every Middle School
Parents’ Mind, Wednesday, March 11
7-9 pm, MPH, Orinda Intermediate

diakd daliily
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School, 80 Ivy Drive, Orinda. Irene
Coleman (MFT), Lafayette and Mark
Bressler, Lafayette Academy, will deal
with the many different aspects of a
middle school students’ life and how it
impacts the family around. Some of the
topics that will be covered: Why reading
comprehension is even more importan
than soccer? The significance of your
child’s learning style (includes a take
home assessment.) Why grades don’t
tell the whole story. The emotional and
physical challenges faced by middle
schoolers and their parents and families-
including information on alcohol and
drugs. How to nurture your child along
the middle school path.

“Children and a Healthy Media
Environment,” presentation by Dr.
Richard Freed -Wednesday, March 11 a
7 p.m. Children’s addiction to videc
games and the Internet is a fast-growing
problem. Learn how to protect your
child in this interactive talk (for parents
only). 7 p.m., Wagner Ranch
Elementary School Library. Sponsored
by the Wagner Ranch Parents Club. Dr.
Freed speaks nationally on the health
effects of children’s media use; his work
has been published in the journal
Pediatrics and Mothering Magazine; and
he has appeared on CBS Bay Area TV
News. For more information
www.richardfreed.com.

The Exquisite Sounds of the Tilden Trio
in the Chapel at Saint Mary’s College

Submitted by Betty Bell-Amarant
; = Bk =

The Committee for Lectures, Art and Music will present three virtuoso
artists for an afternoon of superb music in The Chapel at Saint Mary's Col-

lege on Sunday, March 15 at 2:00pm.

After collaborating for decades in various ensembles, The Tilden Trio
was formed in 2004 by Juilliard schoolmates, Sarn Oliver (first violin,
San Francisco Symphony), Peter Wyrick (Associate Principal Cello, San
Francisco Symphony) and June Choi Oh (Piano Faculty, San Francisco
Conservatory of Music). The Trio has appeared in the Berkeley Chamber
Series, Noe Valley Chamber Series, Chancellor's Series at University of
California, San Francisco and San Francisco Symphony Chamber Music
Series at Davies Symphony Hall. Known for their solo and chamber music
experience, each of these accomplished musicians has performed

nationally and abroad.
WHO:
WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:
TICKETS:

The Tilden Trio

Committee for Lectures, Art and Music at Saint Mary's College

Sunday, March 15,2009 @ 2pm
Saint Mary's College Chapel, 1928 Saint Mary's Road, Moraga,
Suggested Donation $25 general; $20 seniors (65+); $12

SMC faculty, staff and non-SMC students; $2 SMC students

INFO:

925.631.4381 or visit www.stmarys-ca.edu

WWW.LAMORINDASERVICEDIRECTORY.COM

Free Estimates
Office &
Home Cleaning

(925) 354-9707

Express Cleaning Services
Quality & Speed

Flexible

ALL FURLOVE PET CARE

# Daily Pet Visits while You're away
# Mid-Day Dog Walks
# Barb Pensky, Orinda owner.’{-!'

(925) 212-7422

bonded & insured

Lic. #35586

www.AllFurLovePetCare.com

~\
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. DOG
& denisr f.;'-./-:?r:r.i

925-285-9194
denise@italkdog.com

One-on-one coaching

Polite Dogs Are
More Lovable

It's never too early or
late to train for good

manners. In-home
training where it is
needed most.
Visit
www.italkdog.com
for more info

For the ultimate relati{egyEstieR7sida i elbbiole]=s

5taging Consultant

Faux/ |nterior Painter

Nancy Blue 925.849.4799

« Color Consultation
« Art & Furniture Placement
« Fabric, Accessories, Lighting, etc.

Décorator &

PROFESSIONAL

QUALITY WORK

Woodworking, Electical, Audio,

Your Satisfaction

is Our Goal

O'BRIEN FAMILY PET CARE
for dogs, cats, horses & exotics |
Dog Walking, Cat Visits, Pet Sitting,

Overnight & Nursing Care,
Fine Art Pet Portraits

LEARN-SPANISH

Learn Spanish with Christina

all year round.

Leak repair, Drywall, Painting and more.
Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
T (925) 708-6053
mlou812@pacbell.net

dream « life + goal « roadmap + dream

3
2X

s What are you looking for in life?
Whether it is large or small — a new
home, a new car, or just a few extra

dollars each month — if you can dream
it, you can achieve it. Whatever your

goal is, we can help you create a
roadmap for how to reach it.
For more information, please contact
Vick at 1-866-832-5497.
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Leak Repairs * Gutter Cleaning
Roof Maintenance

Jim Clemons - 925-303-0107
urservices@sbcglobal.net

KELLEY CONSTRUCTION

Decks, Retaining Walls
Drainage
Landscape Construction, Lic. #514305

since 1987
Moraga

Michael W. Kelley
(925) 946-5155 Bus.
(925) 286-8959 Cell

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Spring Clean-up

Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience
in Lamorinda

Handyman Service

crown molding * doors & windows
electrical * drywall * plumbing
interior & exterior

Call Gary 925-876-2991

Insured and Bonded

Aimee O'Brien

Registered Veterinary
Technician with 10+ years
experience with animals

(925) 899-7354

.obrienfamilypetcare.com

NO PARTNER
REQUIRED!

On-going classes
open to all ages.

925-254-3459
FREE class coupon at: www.SalsawithTomaj.com

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

e Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

« Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

» Redesigns/Alterations
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry,
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels?
We can help there, too!

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork
Contractor #598395

925.827.1093

Experienced tutor.
Helps children improve grades.
Also teaches adults.

Call : 925-283-0770

Offer your Services on

WWW.LAMORINDASERVICEDIRECTORY.COM
Standard Rates (printed and online):
1x 6Xx 12x 26x
Blk&white: $45 $40 $35 $30
Onecolor: $55 $50 $45 $40
Full color: $60 $55 $50 $45

design included, restrictions may apply

Call 925-377-0977

Your ad will also show

online

at
www.lamorinda
servicedirectory.com
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Brown Bag -Study Skills & Learning
Styles-Thursday, March 12, Noon —
1:30pm, library Walnut Creek Interme-
diate School, 2425 Walnut Blvd, Wal-
nut Creek . Why does my child listen
to music while doing homework? Dis-
cover Your Child’s Learning Style.
Come and find out how to help your
student learn more effectively and effi-
ciently by tapping into his/her learning
style. We will discover how sensory
and emotional stimulation play an im-
portant part in your student’s learning
process. We will also be discussing the
role of stress in your student’s life. No
fee, register at the event or on-line at
(course no 05-6112)
http://adulted.acalanes.k12.ca.us.

The REAL Impact of Sports in Lam-
orinda- Wednesday, March 18 7:00
pm Stanley Library. Join us for an ex-
ploration into the physical and emo-
tional impacts of sports on our middle
schoolers. How do we avoid ‘over par-
ticipation’, which leads to physical in-
juries and mental burnout. Why, when
we get on the playing field, do we over-
look disrespectful behavior, bullying
and unsportsmanlike behavior, all in
the chase for a win? And how do we
help our children enjoy sports in our
community?

Robin Bousquet, Sports Medicine
Center for Young Athletes, Children’s
Hospital, Oakland; Erika Carlson,
Sports Psychologist, Excellence in
Sports Performance, Walnut Creek.

PERSPECTIVES

Jan Passion and Ellen Furnari: The
Nonviolent Peaceforce. Wednesday,
March 11 at 7:00 pm, Mt. Diablo
Peace & Justice Center at Mt. Diablo
Unitarian Universalist Church, Owl
Room, 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek,
CA 94596  (925)  933-7850
www.mtdpc.org.

ClimatePath.org is hosting the
March 12, 2009 movie event as they
are having a kick off evening at the
Rheem Movie Theatre. There will be
wine and appetizers, and music from 6
pm to 7 pm, followed by the movie,
“Who Killed the Electric Car?” After
the movie, coffee and sweets will be
served. Please visit the host’s website
(http://www.climatepath.org ) or
www.sustainablelafayette.net

Science and Religion—"What is our
hope at the “End of Time?” is the
topic for the March 16 meeting at 7:15
in the Davies Room, Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette. Based on the book, God of
Hope and the End of the World by
Cambridge physicist and Episcopal
priest, John Polkinghome, the discus-
sion will include scientific, biblical and
theological viewpoints. For further in-
formation the church at 283-8722 or
email,
edschoenberger@1964.suna.com.

Please submit: Events:
Stories:
Letters:

The Future of US-Cuban Relations
and Foreign Policy under Obama.
Lafayette Library welcomes award-
winning journalist Reese Erlich on
Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00pm to
discuss the uncertain future of US-
Cuban relations. Cuba is currently in
the midst of a historic transition as the
half century rule of Fidel Castro has
come to an end. In his newest book,
Dateline Havana: The Real Story of
U.S. Policy and the Future of Cuba,
Reese Erlich lays out President
Obama’s options and challenges re-
garding Cuba. This free program is pre-
sented by World Affairs Council, East
Bay chapter. Registration/Reception:
6:30 PM, Program: 7:00 PM.

Ygnacio Valley Republican Women
Federated, Wednesday, March 18, at
5:00 PM—No Host Cocktail
Party/General Meeting at Zio Fraedo’s
Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleas-
ant Hill with Special Guest Speaker
Dana Walsh the 2008 Republican Can-
didate for Nancy Pelosi’s seat—come
enjoy delicious hors d” oeuvres and lis-
ten to this wonderful speaker. It’s a
great time for friends and neighbors to
get together. $30 RSVP: Barbara
Allen: 925/672-5061 or jngcabot@pac-
bell.net or our website: www.yvrwf.org

Vigil- Iraq War Year Six -March
19th at 7:00pm corner of Deer Hill
and Oak Hill Road, across from the
Lafayette BART station. Sponsored
by: The Crosses of Lafayette, Mt. Di-
ablo Peace & Justice Center Lamor-
inda Peace & Justice Group, Buddhist
Peace Fellowship.

The Commonwealth Club -Robert
Baer: Inside Iran, Tuesday, March 24,
6:30 pm. After spending 25 years as a
CIA operative in the Middle East, Baer
believes America needs to negotiate di-
rectly with Iran. Considered a leading
expert on the Middle East, Baer visited
Iran to interview suicide bombers, a
grand ayatollah, the hard-line chief of
staff of Iran’s military forces and the
terrorist chief of Hezbollah. Find out
why Baer maintains that America’s
hopes in the Gulf lie in peaceful col-
laboration or even alliance with the
fastest growing power in the Middle
East. 6 p.m. check-in, 6:30 p.m. pro-
gram, book signing to follow. Cost:
$12 members, $18 non-members, $7
students (with valid ID.) The Veterans
Memorial Hall, 3780 Mt Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette.

OTHER

Sex After 50: Keep the Fires Burn-
ing. Have you ever wondered why
your sex drive may change

with menopause and aging? Have you
wondered if there is anything that can
be done about these changes? Join
us for a conversation with Risa
Kagan, MD to learn more. Thurs-
day, March 26, 6:30 to 8:00 pm,
Women’s Health Center in Lafayette,
3595 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite 350.
RSVP: 510-869-6137.
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church will
be hosting a “Community Treasures”
Garage Sale on Saturday, March 7 from
8 am — 2 pm Money raised will sup-
port the Youth Program’s Mission Trip
to Mississippi to assist Katrina victims.

Free, open classes on Brain Wave Vi-
bration, March 7, March 21, March 28,
10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m at Dahn Yoga,
The Rheem Center, 452 Center Street,
Moraga, 925-377-9642. Brain Wave
Vibration involves the gentle, thythmical
shaking of the body, through which the
practitioner can quickly lower high-fre-
quency brain waves in order to reduce
stress, and promote healing in the body.

3rd Annual Run for Kieran- Sunday,
March 8, at 9 am starting at Stanley
Middle School. Fun run (2 miles) for
all ages. Baby joggers welcome. *For
the more “competitive runners” we are
offering a 7 mile run this year! Fee -
$20/participant. For more information,
contact the Quinn family at
quinnsix@sbcglobal.net.

MORAGA MOVERS March 9
luncheon will feature a delicious St.
Patrick’s fare—Corned Beef and Cab-
bage with all the trimmings. Our fea-
tured speaker, Steve Kendall, has
earned rave reviews for his talent in an-
alyzing handwriting. Reservations for
the March 9 luncheon must be made by
Wednesday, March 4, by 5 PM (925)
376-6622. The $15 price of the meal
(which includes gratuity and tax) is
payable at the entrance.

AFTERNOON TEA will be held
Thursday March 12 from 1 - 3 p.m. at
the Lafayette Community Center in the
Sequoia Room. Join us for some
friendly conversation and goodies.
Helen Stimson will demonstrate some
new recipes and share her ideas and
variations for a relaxing afternoon tea.
The price is $20 for non-members and
$18 for members. To register, contact
Emeritus College (925) 906-9105.

Town Hall Theatre’s Annual
Fundraiser — Friday, March 13, 6:30
to 11:00. Please join us at Town Hall
Theatre for a night of fabulous food,
complimentary drinks, bidding and en-
tertainment. Bid on spectacular live
auction items and enjoy some Town
Hall style entertainment featuring our
THK instructors and teen assistants.
Party tickets and raffle tickets for an
overnight stay at Lafayette Park Hotel
are available at: www.townhallthe-
atre.com.

Moraga Rotary Club’s Night at the
Races! Saturday March 14, Holy Trin-
ity Hall, 1700 School Street, Moraga.
Gates open 5:00pm. Enjoy a great
catered dinner with no host bar. Wager
play money on six video horse races,
and bid on wonderful live and silent
auction items. Tickets: $40.00 per per-
son. For ticket information or to reserve
a group table, contact Vickie Devlin at
707 738-5026 or
Dardoodles@aol.com.

calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Opinion: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Saint Mary’s College

Campus Happenings

Photo by Ken C. Young, Moraga;
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

Music

The Committee for Lectures,
Art and Music will present
three virtuoso artists for an
afternoon of superb music in
The Chapel at Saint Mary's
College on Sunday, March 15 at
2:00pm. Call (925) 631.4381 or
visit www.stmarys-ca.edu

Open House
BA in Leadership & Organiza-
tional Studies for working
adults; hybrid online format
M.A. in Leadership. Open
house March 14th 10am-11:30;
RSVP WWWw.stmarys-
ca.edu/leadershipinfo.

Creative Writing Reading
Series at St. Mary’s College
Wednesday, March 25, 7:30

p-m., Soda Activity Center
Leslie Carol Roberts is the author
of The Entire Earth and Sky:

Views on Antarctica. She was a
Fulbright Fellow in Antarctic
Studies and holds an M.F.A. in
nonfiction writing from the
University of lowa and an ML A.
from the University of
Canterbury. She lives in San
Francisco and teaches at the
California College of the Arts.
She is currently working on a
book about San Francisco's
Presidio neighborhood, and this
spring she is Distinguished
Visiting Writer at Saint Mary's
College of California.

Annual Spring Fashion
Show -April 4th - 11:00 a.m.
The Saint Mary’s College Guild
and Chico's will present the
Fashion Show on Saturday,
April 4th, at the Soda Center.
Wine and hors d'oeuvres will be
available at 11 a.m., lunch will
be served at noon, and the Fash-
ion Show will begin after the
meal. Models are selected from
Guild members, community
members and students enrolled
at the College. Raffle prizes in-
clude items donated by busi-
nesses in the area as well as
cash. For more information
and to make reservations, con-
tact the Fashion Show Chair,
Jeffry-Lynn Dunne (925) 284-
7750.

Hearst Gallery

Bert Monroy, Master Artist
Tribute VIII:

A Digital Artist Paints With
Light through April 5. The
Hearst Art Gallery of Saint
Mary’s College is pleased to
present a major survey of the
preeminent digital master Bert
Monroy, a world-renowned
Photoshop artist and teacher,
known for pioneering and inno-
vative digital painting tech-
nique. The exhibition opened
in January and continues
through Sunday, April 5. A
Photoshop Demonstration with
Bert Monroy will take place on
March 19th at the Moraga
Room of the Soda Center at
Saint Mary’s College. 7-8 pm -
demonstration, with an exhibi-
tion walk through with artist
from 8-8:30pm. Free to the
Public. Call (925) 631-4379 for
more information.

Exhibition hours: Wednesdays through
Sundays, 11 am until 4:30 pm
Admission: $3 adult; children 12 and
under free; free parking

Web site: http://gallery.stmarys-ca.edu.
Telephone: 925-631-4379

For more information about upcoming
events at Saint Mary’s College, visit the
college website at http://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/news-and-events/events.html.

Not to be missed

” 925-377-0977

Las Trampas Pool, a club with a main
pool, kiddy pool, lawn area, picnic and
BBQ areas, swim team and recreational
swimming, is now accepting member-
ship applications. Stop by the pool and
pick up an application or download an
application on the web at www.las-
trampaspool.com. Contact Member-
ship Director, Krista McGuire at
256-8349 or
krista_mcguire@earthlink.net.

The Orinda Community Center will
be hosting a new series of Salsa Dance
classes. The instruction is progressive
and step-by-step, so everyone can learn
to dance salsa! Instructor: Tomaj
Trenda. Mondays: 7:00 - 8:30 Begin-
ners, 8:00 - 9:30 Intermediates. 7-week
series: $80/single, $145/couple. $15
Drop-in. Orinda Community Center,
26 Orinda Way, Orinda.
www.SalsawithTomaj.com.

MORAGA GARDEN CLUB -
Meets 9:30 a.m. third Thursdays
monthly - September to May. March
19, 2009 Patricia St. John, Landscape
Designer will talk about “Container
Gardening with Spillers, Fillers and
Thrillers.” Holy Trinity Cultural Cen-
ter, 1700 School St., Moraga. Member-
ship - Pat 925-4675.

Montelindo Garden Club Meeting
Friday, March 20, Orinda Community
Church, #10 Irwin Way, Orinda, Meet-
ing at 9:30, Speaker at 10:30. Speaker:
Amy Meyer, author of the book, New
Guardian for the Golden, Gate, How
America Got a Great National Park,
will speak about her work as a citizen-
activist in the Golden Gate recreational
area-The meeting is free and welcomes
guests. Web Site: www.montelindoga-
rden.com email:
montelindogarden@aol.com.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com

® Not to be missed
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THE HEARST ART GALLERY

OF SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE PRESENTS
FREE DIGITAL ART DEMONSTRATION

MARCH 19,

7 P.M.

LA

Q
J

Thursday, March 19, 7 — 8 p.m.,
Soda Activity Center, Saint Mary’s College

using software as brush and canvas,
noted artist Bert Monroy will offer a
public Photoshop demonstration and
question and answer session.

The Gallery will be open from 8 to 8:30 p.m.
so that participants may view his new exhibit.

Master Artist Tribute VIII:
A Digital Artist Paints With Light.
On view through April 5

Exhibition Hours:
Gallery Admission:

Wednesdays - Sundays, 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
$3 adult; children free; Gallery members free

www.hearstartgallery.org
925.631.4379

Generations in Jazz Presents the 9th Annual

Lafayette Jazz Festival

Del Valle Club House, Rossmoor
Thursday, March 5th, 7:30 PM
Opening Night Private Party by Invitation Only

Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage, Sponsor

THE ROSSMOOR BIG BAND & DOUBLE TAKE
$5 ticket, call Lafayette Chamber 284-7404

Acalanes Performing Arts Center
Friday, March 6th, 7:30 PM
Diablo Foods, Sponsor
STANLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL JAZZ MESSENGERS
& FACES OF JAZZ
$5 ticket
Saturday, March 7th, 7:30 PM

Oakwood Athletic Club, Sponsor
ACALANES SCHOOL JAZZ BAND &
THE RAY BROWN GREAT BIG BAND
$10 ticket

Sunday, March 8th, 6:30 PM

Sponser: Bill Graham Supporting Foundation
of the Jewish Community Endowment Fund

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HONOR JAZZ BANDS

High School - Guest Director Dr. Aaron Lington
Middle School - Guest Director Dave Gregoric
$5 ticket

Tickets Available at the Lafayette Chamber ¢ (925) 284-7404

Or WWW. lafayettechamber. org

You are invited to a
very special evening of music.

Enjoy the 40’s and 50’s music of Eddie Williams —a

self-contained, complete, one-man show — a powerful

mix of vocals and instrumentation featuring Eddie
on vocals, guitar and saxophone.

Wine and hors d’oeuvres will be served while you
listen to Eddie perform the music of Frank Sinatra,
Bing Crosby and more.

Thursday, March 19, 2009

6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.

This is event is free and open to the public.
Please RSVP by March 16th to Candice Moses 925-377-7900

or e-mail to candice.moses@aegisliving.com.

Aegis [iving

We're the people who make life better.

mmmmmm

Aegis of Moraga
950 Country Club Dr.
Moraga, CA 94556

(925) 377-7900

www.aegisliving.com
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aSt xp ert omputer € p To Our Neighbors, Orinda, with its forward-thinking, educated, and fair-minded cit-

from techmommy!

* Troubleshoot any computer problem.

,I#' « Help in plain English, not tech talk.
* In-home or drop-off service available.

925-377-7711

izenry and city council is in a good position to start, today, to set an exam-
ple of sane environmental policy balanced with due respect for civil rights,
by ceasing the practice of imposing homeowner restrictions that are out of
proportion with any actual benefit to the community.

Sincerely,

Many of us who choose to live in the Bay area take pride in our region’s
reputation as “tolerant.” White/black, Muslim/Jew, conservative/liberal,
gay/straight — we, for the most part, try to get along.

So, imagine living in Orinda as a lesbian couple knowing that “tradi-
tional family values” is used as justification to restrict your rights, ala
Prop 8. Imagine trying to assimilate into Orinda as a person of color

“Over the years
techmommy has been our computer
savior and guru, untangling our hardware and

Joel M. Libove.

www.techmommy.com 5°“VT”;§]E;°:O'Z’;‘;‘S”;;': t’;”;:';inbr'jy“” knowing that 1% of the population is African American and even lessis ~ Orinda
Serving the Bay Area’s Technology We would be lost without her!” Hispanic, according to census data. Imagine being a senior citizen in
Needs Since 1985 g & Coleen, Moreg Orinda and finding yourself identified as capitalizing on Prop 13 for pay-  Editor:

ing your taxes, all because you are outspoken (see recent letters to the ed-

itor). If you’re lucky in your lifetime, you’ll live long enough to witness one of

Orindans, we can do better. We can be respectful and accepting of our dif-  those one-in-a-lifetime event. I was fortunate enough to witness such as

ferences. We can and should be more inclusive. Or, shame on us. event at last night’s Moraga Town Council meeting. The event I witnessed
was the evolution of a representative democracy into the new “selective

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Bob & Kim Larsen representative democracy.” This new form of democracy re-paves the con-
Orinda ventional political organizational chart from where our elected representa-

tives are accountable to the public to the public being held accountable to
To the Editor, elected representatives.

This sea-change in political science occurred when the Moraga
Town Council took it upon itself to enter into a new contractual agreement
for a town manager without the input or solicitation of public comment.
This “stealth” contract contains a total annual compensation package of
nearly $300,000. Please keep in mind that the former Oakland City Ad-
ministrator was compensated nearly as much for a population of 20 times
that of Moraga. To round out the night and to a stunned audience, each and
every member of the Moraga Town Council proceeded to pontificate and
lecture to those who were unfortunate enough to be subjected to this self-
serving diatribe. One of the highlights of these personal lectures was when
one councilmember opined that Moraga suffers from a negative public per-
ception brought about by “you citizens.” In fact, the negative public opin-
ion was brought about, for the most part, by the dysfunctional and
argumentative Moraga Town Council itself. The other highlight was from
one councilmember masquerading as the local equivalent of Nancy Pelosi
who matter-of-factly told the audience that “you elected us” and “you en-
trusted us” and “let’s give this man a chance” and “let’s welcome him.” 1
guess I would feel welcome if somebody guaranteed me $300,000 a year.
The irony is not lost with me. As a former candidate for the Moraga Town
Council, I was privy to many personal conversations with three current sit-
ting council members. Without exception, both publicly and privately,
budget considerations were of paramount importance. However, the con-
trast between their election promises and their elected decisions is striking.
The council reiterated the need to look at adjoining locales such as Lafayette
or Orinda for comparable compensation packages. But the comparison
failed to include the fiscal state of the adjoining communities budgets.
Lafayette and Orinda enjoy well-managed and well-planned budgets. Un-
fortunately, Moraga has enjoyed neither of these qualities. I ask that colleges
and universities look at this new “enlighten” version of representative
democracy and see if it works for their communities.

The treatment Edward Vogt reported receiving from the City of Orinda
(Letters to the Editor, 2/18/09 issue) illustrates just how oppressive local
governments can be toward property owners. [ wouldn't have believed it,
had it not brought back memories of our family's experience with the Orinda
planning process in 1994 when building our house. We had to endure fac-
tually incorrect and logically flawed input from Orinda's Design Review
Board, which tried to force us to build our house on the lowest portion of
our large hillside lot where it would have had essentially no view, despite
our proposed upslope building site having had full neighbor support and
zoning compliance. In their seemingly well-intentioned desire to make our
proposed house less visible from afar, the Design Review Board demanded
we move the house to the downhill setback despite the fact that it would
have involved removing more trees and made the house far more visible
from the local street. Other demands included our installation of an ele-
vator, a dark green roof (resulting in a higher summer AC bill), and that a
"certified arborist be required to supervise all grading and construction ac-
tivities" - a requirement even our highly respected and seasoned arborist
said was ridiculous. Only after considerable effort and aggravation did we
prevail against the city, keeping the uphill view location we enjoy today, and
thereby avoiding what would have otherwise been a significant loss in prop-
erty enjoyment and value. Others we know of have been less fortunate
and, over the years that followed, we personally saw some other unjustifi-
ably hostile actions by the City against nearby property owners.
City-imposed land-use rulings, however well-intentioned, are
often made by personnel lacking in legal land-use knowledge, planning ex-
perience and impartiality, and can result in severe destruction of land value
and onerous cost burdens on an individual property, that can far outweigh
any purported benefits to the community. Often these rulings smack of an
underlying intent to impede development or, at best, to achieve near-per-
fection without any regard to cost imposed on the property owner, rather

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.
Child care is available all year.

1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

Willow
Spring
Church

Weekly Activities:
Wednesday Community Bible Study @ 10am
REVERB (youth) @ 7pm
Friday Night BLAST! Kids Club @ 6pm
Saturday Night Catalyst (Young Adults) @ 7:30pm

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Church Services and Sunday School (up to age 20); 10 - 11 AM

Informal Testimony Meeting, Wed 7:30 - 8:30 PM

24 Orinda Way www.christianscienceorinda.org
Free public lecture March 20 at 7:30 p.m.

"The Healing Power of the Golden Rule." See our website for details.

1675-1689 School Street, Moraga
www.willowspringchurch.org
(925) 376-3550
Sunday Service Times:
Prayer @ 8am, Traditional @ 9am,
Contemporary @ 10:30am

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Wednesday, February 25, 2009 our Town Council unanimously
voted to hire Michael Segrest as Moraga Town Manager. The
Council initiated a thorough nine-month process to find a man-
ager that would work well with the Council, Staff and residents,
as well as a person who
would enable Moraga to

City seeks volunteers for vacancies on the

City Open Space Committee

LAFAYETTE
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This new five-seven-member body will be responsible for drafting an open
space plan, identify open space opportunities, developing a strategy to acquire
open space and to serve as advocates for the acquisition and preservation of

open space in Lafayette.

The committee will be asked to deliver its draft plan to the City Council in Oc-

tober 2009.

Members of the committee will be appointed by the City Council on the basis
of education, community involvement, training and experience in the fields of

city government, and related fields.

Questions regarding the committee may be directed to the

City Manager Steven Falk at sfalk@lovelafayette.org.

Individuals interested in this volunteer position may obtain an application from

The City’s website at www.ci.lafayette.ca.us or
City of Lafayette Offices
3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 210 or

Call the City’s Clerks Office at (925) 284-1968 and an application will be mailed
Completed applications must be received by 5:00 pm on Friday, March 6, 2009.

The Lafayette City Council is also soliciting applicants to serve on a

newly approved City Charter and Communications Committee.

The Lafayette City Council is soliciting
applicants to serve on a newly approved
City Open Space Committee.

work through the financial
challenges it faces.

I feel it is important for Mor-
aga residents to know what
the process was that resulted
in the hiring of Mr. Segrest,
and how open and available
it was to all residents.

The five men and women
elected to represent Moraga
citizens started the process
by choosing Jay Tashiro in
June, 2008, to be the Interim
Town Manager. He was cho-
sen, in part, because he had
experience in assisting the
Corte Madera Town Council
in recruiting his successor as
a Town Manager prior to his
retirement. On July 9th, at
an open regular meeting of
the Town Council, the Coun-
cil directed Mr. Tashiro to
prepare a Request for Pro-
posal (RFP), a 25 page docu-
ment used to secure an
Executive Recruitment Firm.
The council chose to employ
a professional search agency,
rather than handle the search
on its own. On the agendas
of the next four Council
meetings was something re-
lated to the Executive Re-
cruitment Firms, providing
interested citizens with op-
portunities for participation.
During the second half of
September, Ms. Peckham of
Peckham & McKinney, the
selected firm, interviewed a
cross section of the town in

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda than to reduce environmental and visual impact in a balanced, reasonable ~ Dennis Wanken
- _ . ) , manner. Moraga
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
‘r 9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages ®
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service Pubhc Forum l“l“ IT
925-254-3422 Childcare available for ages 5 and younger
4 1/
°“’1§§';’ ol I[::E ?_;?anyéﬂ;cm Choral On the Selection of Moraga’s New Town Manager
283-3722 . www.oslc.net Masterwork

Sunday morr)ing‘s at OSLC: Concert I write to you today both as a resident of Moraga and as Presi-  order to develop a Town Manager profile and prepare a recruit-

(E:(Ijajéla(ici\gvr?rHsglupr’, g ;g_a]n&z 0am Tpm 3/14 dent of the Moraga Citizens Netwqu, a group that has worked ~ ment brochure. All Council Members were interviewed indi-

Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am (see website) for four years towards transparency in our town government. On  vidually, as were all department heads, the fire chief, President

of the Chamber of Commerce, General Manager of the Country
Club, and a representative from St. Mary’s College. All of these
individuals represent sizeable numbers of Moraga residents, so
through them, the Moraga community had a part in developing
that profile.

In late October, the recruitment brochure for the Town
Manager position was completed, and posted on both the Town
website and the Moraga Citizens Network website. This docu-
ment was available for viewing on the Town website until early
December, when the application process was closed. It is still
posted on the MCN website. Eighty-seven applications were re-
ceived; Ms. Peckham reduced that to 15, by using the profile de-
veloped.

In January, three Special Council meetings were held to: 1)
review the 12 top candidates’ qualifications, 2) to interview and
then prioritize the top seven candidates, and 3) to interview the
top 3 candidates and prioritize those. These meetings were not
open to the public, though the council did discuss holding a pub-
lic meeting. On January 28, Mr. Segrest emerged as the top can-
didate, so Ms. Peckham initiated a reference check that included
criminal, credit, and employment history. Ata Special Meeting
on Feb. 3, the Council reviewed the reference report presented
verbatim and the tentative offer of the Town Manager position,
which included the Council-established parameters for the sub-
committee comprised of Mayor Trotter and Vice Mayor Chew.
The Council Sub-committee and the Town Attorney met with
Mr. Segrest to negotiate an employment agreement, which was
completed on Feb. 19. The process came to a conclusion on
Feb. 25, when, after hearing comments from the public and an-
swering questions, the Council voted unanimously to hire Mr.
Michael Segrest.

Regarding a benefit package, this too has been public, listed
in the recruitment brochure mentioned above, and in more than
one Council meeting. The Council decided that it was worth of-
fering a good salary to a highly qualified Town Manager, be-
cause his judgment, knowledge and experience could save the
town hundreds of thousands of dollars. Additionally, experience
has shown that equity in pay is important in securing a qualified
person. The Moraga Town Manager’s base salary will be
$180,000, in the same range as the town managers of Orinda,
$172,000, Martinez $194,000 and Lafayette $209,000. Vacation
and sick pay, along with retirement and other benefits, are com-
parable to the city managers mentioned above.

Educated and informed citizens create a vital healthy com-
munity. Moraga Citizens Network commends the Council and
Jay Tashiro for their thorough transparent process.

Ellen Beans, Moraga
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Announcing the NEW
Alta Bates Summit

Women’s Health Center
in Lafayette.

State of the art digital imaging mammography screenings and

pelvic health physical therapy services are now available. We are

dedicated to your convenience, comfort and health. Surrounded by
peaceful views of Mt. Diablo and original art by Jessel Miller, you can

enjoy an environment created especially for you. Come in for a tour or

call for an appointment: 925-962-9129 .

JOIN US FOR OUR PREMIER EVENT:

“Sex After 50: Keep the Fires Burning”

\%‘ Alta .Bﬂtes Summit A conversation with Risa Kagan, MD
L. Medical Center March 26th, 6:30-8:30pm

- - Alta Bates Summit Women’s Health Center in Lafayette
A Sutter Health Affiliate Lafayette Mercantile Center - 3595 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite 350

With You. Eor Life. Call 510-869-6737 to reserve your spot

ALTABATESSUMMIT.ORG/EXPERIENCEMATTERS

/‘\
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World Class Spa Experience

Jacuzzi Sauna Steam Room Rainforest Shower
Spring Specials
$45*  $27

50 min Massage ~ Chocolate Pedicure

Swedish or Deep Tissue  Cocoa Bath and Lotion +
Chocolate Scrub

Exfoliation

Free use of Jacuzzi, Sauna
Steam Room

* Purchase of Two Massages re uired. 2nd massage
st be used within 30 days am 15/ the same person

Gift Cards (uailabbe, Farty is Welcome
Voted Best Manicure!

by San Jose Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine

/J/ \\ 3589 M. Diablo Blud,, Lafayette. CA
\ oﬁp(&n e 925-299-8877

Open Daily 10am-7pm
Manicure - Pedicure - Massage - Facial - Waxing
B 7 r

L

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977
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Freecycle, a Sustainable Way to Pass Along The Goods

By Sophie Braccini

Becoming a member of Freecy-
cle is easy; so is using it, and
you don’t have to own a bicycle.
Freecycle stands for free recycling -
- all you need is anything cluttering

Craig Isaacs with his Frecycle barbecue

For people with
Alzheimer’s

disorder—a disorder in which brain cells are
lost. It is characterized by progressive loss of
memory and cognitive function, such as
movement control and decision-making
ability. Alzheimer’s disease is the most
common cause of dementia in the elderly and
affects about 18 million people worldwide—
5 million in the U.S. alone. Although there’s
currently no cure for Alzheimer’s disease,
research is under way to find a new
investigational treatment aimed at slowing the
progression of the disease. The current
medications are mostly aimed at maximizing
the remaining brain activity. That's why the
ICARA study was created—to explore a new
investigational treatment option.

for you.

If you are 50 to 88 years of age and have a
diagnosis of probable Alzheimer’s disease, you
may be eligible to participate in the ICARA
study.

there’s no time to lose.

Alzheimer’s disease is a neurodegenerative Throughout the 83-week study, participants
may receive the investigational drug, study-
related physical exams and laboratory services
at no charge. All participants will be
monitored by a medical team, including a
nurse or study coordinator and a physician.

Ask your doctor if the ICARA study is right

For more information,

Dr. Kathleen Toups

Bay Area Research Institute
3736 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite #204
Lafayette, CA 94549
925.283.9006

Picture courtesy of the Isaacs family

up your home that would be better
off with someone who might be able
to put it to good use.

“I wanted to find a way to get
rid of things, but be sure that it could
be re-used by someone who would
really appreciate it,” says Erin Hull,
a Lafayette mom who’s been using
the free service for a year, “finding a
local group where people offer
and/or grab stuff for re-using them
was just perfect.”

The Lamorinda group of free
recyclers is a spin-off the original as-
sociation that was founded 5 1/2
years ago in Arizona by Deron Beal.
At the time, he was working with a
small non-profit organization, RISE,
which provides recycling services to
businesses. He watched perfectly re-
usable items being thrown away and
looked for a way for non-profits to
get access to it for free. Beal sent out
the first e-mail announcing the
Freecycle Network™ to 30 or 40
friends and a handful of nonprofits
in Tucson, Arizona. “As a result, we
are currently keeping over 500 tons
aday out of landfills,” he says on his
website, “this amounts to five times
the height of Mt. Everest in the past
year alone, when stacked in garbage
trucks.” The original cause of help-
ing non-profits get what they need
for free is still one of the main uses
of the service.

The motivation is the same for

the owner/moderator of the Lamor-
inda group, Ken Dreyfuss. The goal
of Lamorinda Freecycle is to reduce
waste in Lafayette, Moraga, and
Orinda by connecting individuals
who are throwing away goods with
others who are seeking them. “A lot
of non-profit groups are accessing
our site,” says Dreyfuss, “teachers,
schools, and even a cat group,
among others, are getting some of
what they need on Freecycle.”

Craig Isaacs of Lafayette, who
has been using the group for years,
agrees, “I’ve seen a lot of non-prof-
its on the site, school teachers who
need stuff for their class, boxes of
crayons, scissors,” he said, “and
once I happened to have many of
them; it’s a great system.” Isaacs re-
members giving a dog kennel to the
SPCA, and many other things to in-
dividuals as well. “T’ve given away
a computer hard drive, Mac books, I
gave away a video player, a basket
ball hoop, things we don’t need any-
more and someone else could. This
is a break in the buying cycle we are
caught in.” Isaacs has also acquired
items on Freecycle, “the favorite
thing [ got is a barbecue, and it’s the
best barbecue!” he says.

To make sure that the network
runs smoothly and commercial free
as it grows, the role of the moderator
iskey. “I check the messages daily,”
says Dreyfuss, “I try to control the

content, and accept new members.”

Dreyfuss says he does nof
have to intervene very often.
“Sometimes I have to remove mes-
sages that propose the reselling of
things, which is not the purpose of
the group,” he notes, “no money is
ever involved.” The moderator can
delete messages, and ban a person
from the group; Dreyfuss remem-
bers having done this only three
times in five years.

Hull continues to use the serv-
ice with a sense of usefulness, “I
gave a full box of play-dough tools
for toddlers to someone who needed
it for her nephew,” she says, “it is
very useful for artists as well, whe
need things that I would see as
garbage, like broken tiles, for some-
one’s garbage is someone else’s art.”

Some of Hull’s friends told
her that they were a bit wary of leav-
ing things on their porches; Hull her-
self has sometimes delivered o1
agreed on a pick-up place. Isaacs
has people come to the site of his
Lafayette business. “Check the
safety tips and rules that are posted
on the web site,” says Isaacs, adding
that he never heard of any issue aris-
ing from his network. For more in-
formation, go to the web site:
freecyle.org, and the Lamorinda
group:
//groups.yahoo.com/group/LMFN-
Lafayette-Moraga-Orinda/.

More Free Recycling in Moraga

Beverly Harper, a Moraga mother of three boys ages 3, 5,and 7, organ-
ized a different sort of free recycling event last month. “I've been fo-
cusing on ways to help out people in our community with this whole
financial crisis that we're in right now,” said Harper, “l decided that it
was getting ridiculous for all of us to be spending money on great
quality kids' apparel when putting groceries on the table and paying
the mortgage should be our priorities.”

Clothes that are outgrown in what seems like weeks, shoes worn once
and cast aside, ski wear that sees snow a few times and then ends up
in the Goodwill bag could be recycled right here where friends and

neighbors can re-use it.

Harper contacted several friends and local organizations such as the
Moraga Junior Women's Club , Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church’s
(MVPC) Mom's Council and the Lamorinda Mom's Club and asked
them pull out their gently used kids'clothing items and bring them to
MVPC, which donated space and tables for the event.

Harper estimates that 40 to 50 families came through and almost
everything was gone by the end of the morning. There was a large
amount of small clothing, from newborn to toddler, but there were
also some great items in larger sizes including cleats and ski wear for
young teens.“There was no need to bring something in order to take
something,” said Harper, “but | definitely encouraged people to par-
take, reminding them that this was set up to benefit all of us."

Harper is planning another event on March 12 from 9:00am-noon at
MVPC. She is not opposed to people outside of the community par-
ticipating, but she doesn't do any official advertising, just email and
word of mouth. Harper can be reached at bali42@yahoo.com.

Independence.

The days since your parents helped you on

your way to independence are long gone.

Now you are faced
with helping them

B Caring Companionship B Attend Events

B Monitor Food and Diet B Alzheimer's &

B Light Housekeeping Dementia Care

B Errands & Transportation M Medication Reminders
B Visit Neighbors & Friends ~ ® Up to 24-hour Care

Call 925-376-8000
or visit www.seniorhelpers.com

,ﬁ\&’ﬂmr
elpers®

Caring Ji- J-lome Comparnions

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.

Moraga, Orinda, and MOFD Meet

Approximately 30 individuals
and a group of ten firefighters at-
tended the meeting. Orinda resi-
dents, many of whom commended
the three agencies for meeting and
initiating a public dialogue, domi-
nated the public comment segment
of the meeting. Several members of
the RETF strongly encouraged the
Council Members to employ an in-
dependent consultant to investigate
the matter. And a couple of Orindans
advocated that City secede from
MOFD and form an independent
fire district.

Following the public com-
ment, Moraga Mayor Dave Trotter,
who chaired the meeting, moved the
group quickly through the agenda
infusing an occasional humorous
quip, which helped to alleviate some
of the tension in the room. All eyes
were focused on Chief Nowicki as
he reviewed the definition and uti-
lization of the fire flow tax, provided
a historical perspective of the Dis-
trict’s formation, and described the
distribution of emergency and fire
protection services in detail. Along
the way Nowicki responded to a
number of questions posed by the
Council Members on a variety of is-
sues related to the Fire District.

Response Zones. There are
two fire stations in Moraga and three
located in Orinda. “The apparatus
[stationed in] Orinda respond pre-
dominantly to households in Orinda.
The fire engines and emergency ve-
hicles stationed in Moraga also
cover many homes in Orinda,”
stated Nowicki. “It’s important to re-
member that stations are responsible
for covering a 1.5 miles radius
around the station,” he added. This
leads to 20% to 25 % of the Moraga
stations providing coverage in
Orinda explained Nowicki.

When asked if Orinda could
contract with Moraga to obtain that
“25% coverage,” Nowicki replied,
“That just makes bad bed fellows.
It’s not good business.” He ex-
panded on this comment noting that
surrounding districts routinely pro-
vide coverage through a reciprocal
agreement. “We responded into
Lafayette 98 times last year. We
know we need to back them up,” he
stated. In return, Lafayette regularly
responds to calls that emanate from
Saint Mary’s College in Moraga.

Fire Flow Tax. Moraga and
Orinda merged to form one fire dis-
trict almost 12 years ago. At that time,
Moraga had a fire flow tax in place
and Orindans voted to establish this
special tax to assist with providing
funds for fire protection and emer-
gency service equipment and water
distribution facilities. The tax is ap-
plied by parcel and calculated by mul-
tiplying the tax rate (currently 6 cents
per parcel}—established annually by
the Fire District Board—by a fire risk
flow factor (based on factors such as
square footage and the inclusion of a
sprinkler system). The average
Orinda/Moraga home carries a fire
flow tax of about $80 to $100 per year.

Water Pipes. An element of
Orinda’s infrastructure problem is
the status of the City’s water pipes
that are old, small in size, and often
corroded further narrowing the
water flow. It is EBMUD’s respon-
sibility to repair broken water lines
at which time pipes are upgraded to
the more optimal unobstructed six-
inch pipe. However, the party re-
sponsible to replace the many old
and intact water pipes that deliver
suboptimal amounts of water and
pressure is less clear. Nowicki ex-
plained that the fire flow tax is not
specific to addressing water flow

.. continued from page 1

and water pipe systems, and the
Board’s policy has been to apply the
tax dollars to equipment and facili-
ties and not personnel. “We feel that
the MOFD should be a part of get-
ting the water pipes upgraded, bu
we will not be able to address this
issue for half a decade,” stated
MOFD Board Member John Wyro.

High Severity and Unincor-
porated Areas. There is a larger
amount of high fire hazard severity
area in Orinda as compared to Mor-
aga, according to Nowicki. These
areas require wild land apparatus
and training. Nowicki also augments
staffing capabilities at high-risk
times in these high-severity zones.
The Chief also described the Dis-
trict’s boundaries, which include
Canyon and unincorporated parts of
Moraga.

Other Differences. Nowicki
explained that when the MOFD was
formed, Orinda had significant in-
frastructure needs. There were nc
paramedic resources, two stations
needed to be razed and rebuilt, the
equipment was old, and training was
needed. “Almost all of the infra-
structure needs have been met in
Orinda,” stated Nowicki, noting that
it has taken time to make up the in-
equities that were inherited with the
merger. He also stated that it is eas-
ier for the Fire District to respond in
Moraga due to the wider and newer
roads, and that Orinda placed more
calls for emergency and fire service
than Moraga. Nowicki reiterated
that the MOFD responds to the
needs of Orinda and Moraga as a
single and unified District.

The Tri-Agency Committee
will meet again on Thursday, March
26th at 7 p.m. in the Orinda Library
Auditorium to continue their discus-
sions.
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Mountain Lion Sightings in Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

ountain lions have recently

been sighted at the Lafayette
Community Park and also along the
Lafayette-Moraga Trail. While this
type of cat is not something you see
every day, they are a natural part of
this region’s environment, according
to Jennifer Russell, Director of
Lafayette’s Parks and Recreation
Department.

Wildlife  ecologist ~ Steve
Bobzien with the East Bay Regional
Park District emphasizes putting
sightings in perspective, “Mountain
lion attacks are extremely, extremely,
extremely rare. If you think about
the millions of people who are recre-
ating in their habitat every day, the
cats are doing a good job of avoid-
ing people.” He noted an interesting
contrast: “There are over 950 serious
dog bites per day in the U.S. that re-
quire medical attention.” And they
call dogs man’s best friend. In the
entire United States between 1890
and 2004 there were a total of 88 re-

ported confirmed attacks on humans,
according to the Arizona Game and
Fish Department.

Over half of California is
mountain lion habitat and they can
be found wherever deer, their pri-
mary prey are found, according to
the California Department of Fish
and Game. Mountain lions are the
loners of the animal kingdom - quiet,
solitary and typically avoid people.

What to do if you or your kids
are out and about in the Community
Park or hiking in the area?
Lafayette’s Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation Department, the East Bay Re-
gional Park District and the
Department of Fish and Game all
offer this advice:

*Don’t let small children
wander out of sight

*Keep pets on a leash

*Make noise

*Do not approach the lion

*Do not run from the lion

*Face the lion, wave your arms

slowly and speak in a loud voice
*Try to appear larger
*Do not crouch down or

bend over
*Back away slowly, giving

the lion an opportunity to escape
*Fight back if attacked

Coyotes are a different story.
“They tend to frequent the urban —
wildland interface and are very
adaptable. You want to demonstrate
that approaching humans has a neg-
ative effect,” said Bobzien. He rec-
ommends yelling, screaming and
throwing rocks at them.

In a statement, Director Rus-
sell said, “If you see a mountain
lion and it’s just walking through
the park, call the Parks, Trails and
Recreation Office at (925) 284-
2232 and give them specific infor-
mation on the size of the animal,
the location and the direction it was
headed. If the animal is acting ag-
gressively, call local police dispatch
at (925) 284-5010.”

Ham Radio Operators Put to the Test
By Sophie Braccini

Canyon’s Emergency Operation Center (Jonathan Goodwin in red)

€€ magine a big fire raging in our

highly fire sensitive areas, for
each one of us the first concern will
be to know which evacuation routes
we can take,” says Marty Heyman, a
volunteer emergency coordinator for
Orinda. The evacuation routes do
not stop at the border of each city, so
on February 21 emergency volun-
teers from Canyon, Lafayette, Mont-
clair, Moraga and Orinda joined with
the local fire departments to conduct
a test of their ability to communicate
in an emergency. Amateur, or ‘ham,’
radio operators are key to the success
of such communication, because tra-

I Photo Sophie Brccini

ditional land lines and cell phones
might be inoperative.

The test sites were the Emer-
gency Operation Centers (EOC) in
each of the five areas. Participating
vehicles, equipped with radios, pa-
trolled freeways and main arteries
from Mountain Blvd. in Montclair,
to Walnut Creek, Claremont and all
the main sites in between.

“The test was very success-
ful,” said Jonathan Goodwin from
the Canyon EOC, “with all our hills
there are some sites that cannot
reach other specific points, but
through relays and/or amplification

we can get through to each other.”

An Orinda neighborhood
equipped with Family Radio Service
(FRS --an improved walkie talkie
radio system) was included in the
test. “Itis critical that neighborhoods
get equipped and become capable to
communicate with the emergency
amateur radio network,” says Hey-
man, “when major disaster happen,
it has been observed that 90% of the
time neighbors are rescued by neigh-
bors, they need to have the tools to
communicate their situation and
emergencies when the normal com-
munication network fail.”

The group encourages resi-
dents to get trained as amateur radio
operators and/or join CERT (Com-
munity Emergency Response Team)
and get a FRS system. For more in-
formation contact CERT, www.lam-
orindacert.org
Amateur Radio Training
Free six week course
Begins May 6th 7-9pm
Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club
The Salvation Army-Concord
Contact: John Primus, KI6OUY
primus@astound.net
(925)825-7670
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Moraga and Orinda Council Members Talk Trash

... continued from page 1

The first stop of the day was
at Pacific Rim, a CCCSWA contrac-
tor in Benicia that handles recy-
clables such as what we put in our
brown containers as well as the curb
side recycling they provide twice
yearly.

“l am environmentally con-
scientious and a huge recycler,” said
Mendonca, “but not an expert, and
during this visit I’ve learned a lot.”

The group was shown the
highly mechanized and sophisti-
cated sorting process that allows the
contractor to prepare bundles of
paper for China, extract glass and
metal for reprocessing and send
plastic bottles on their way to reuse.
About 93% of what they receive
gets recycled, the rest ends up in the
landfill.

The second stop took the team
to Martinez, to the Contra Costa
Transfer and Recovery Station that’s
owned by Allied Waste, a company
that holds franchise agreements with
CCCSWA.

“] was most impressed with
the care taken by Allied Waste to do
two things; first, to very thoroughly
sort the stuff coming in to them, that
is the recyclables and the garbage, to
make sure that both get to the ap-
propriate place so as to maximize re-
cycling, and second, to move
materials in and out so quickly,” said
Smith.

The third stop at the Pittsburg
landfill was most impressive by its

size, efficiency and oddly surreal
beauty. The visitors were greeted by
the site engineers who presented
their topology and technology. “I
was most impressed by the landfill,”
said Mendonca, “it looked more like
a park, and their complex process
deals with efficiency and safety with
such enormous amounts of waste.”

The group took a car tour
along the vast acreage of the site,
seeing the almost-operative methane
facility that will produce three
megawatts of electricity starting in
April, and the wetland that has been
restored for local children. Nestled
in the bare hills, the section of land
where the garbage is dropped is sig-
naled by flocks of hungry seagulls
that tour it endlessly.

From the site, the view ex-
pands to the Bay, homes and a wind-
mill farm. “T appreciated the fact that
the landfill operators cover the
garbage twice daily, so as to mini-
mize the impact on the neighboring
communities,” commented Smith,
“I really thought they were acting as
good neighbors.”

The site will be in service until
2053, after that date it will become a
golf course, or return to its original
state of pasture.

The afternoon was dedicated
to a presentation of the 2009-2010
strategic goals of CCCSWA and dis-
cussion of possible ways to increase
the amount of recyclable material in
our waste stream.

Steve Glazer said, “Orinda's
recycling rate has slipped below
50% ofits trash flow and is failing to
meet the state requirements. Our
community is very environmentally
sensitive and if they can be made
aware of our poor standing and the
easy ways to reuse and recycle our
trash, we can do much better.”

Smith added, “In order to in-
crease our diversion rate—both be-
cause the state requires us to and
because it’s the right thing to do for
our community— we have to con-
centrate on new areas. To me, that
means increasing our food waste re-
cycling by residents, and also in-
cluding expanding the CCCSWA
commercial food waste recycling
program to Orinda restaurants, bet-
ter control over the disposal of con-
struction waste, and we need to
seriously expand recycling by busi-
nesses.”

The situation in Moraga is a
bit more positive. “With respect to
recycling, the specific goal for Mor-
aga at present is to continue meeting
our AB 939 solid waste diversion re-
quirement (i.e., achieve at least a
50% diversion rate on recyclables
and green waste so that these mate-
rials do not go to landfill),” said
Trotter.

Mendonca concluded, “Man-
aging our waste is a great responsi-
bility,” she said, “this is the right
thing to do and another very impor-
tant way to take care of the planet.”
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$100 For Unlimited 30 Days

The Bay Area’s original barre class is now more
convenient to you. Feel welcomed and
motivated. And get, the lean, fit, strong body

you've always wanted.
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Jim Colhoun
Your “Rock Solid” Realtor

presents:
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Prudential

California Realty

oy Y $ 1,995,000

- - 222 El Toyonal
R E { ;IHI-'“ o= . First time on market for magical home in Orinda 925-962-6 1 o 1
I E o _- hills. Custom built by Dieter Scholz with separate
N g e iy =S guest house, full gym. & Briones water views. 4
D Over 3200 .f on .62 acres. Take a Visual Tour at Jim Colhoun

www.222EIToyonal.com. No open houses;
call Jim or your local agent for a private showing.

$ 799,000
106 Alta Mesa Court

A Terrific price for Moraga Ridge four bedroom home
with over 2480 s.f. and elegant upgrades and
designer touches. Great views and top

location. Swimming pool and tennis too. See
Visual tour at www.106AltaMesaCourt.com or
call Jim for a private showing.

$799,000

A Fine Homes Specialist
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Lamorinda native Jim Colhoun is starting
his 20th year with Prudential California
Realty and was ranked as their top
producing agent in Northern California in
2007 and 2008. His local perspective as a
Moraga resident and experience with
hundreds of home sales can help you in
achieving your real estate goals as either a
buyer or seller in today's challenging
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L . market.
A .3577 Boyer Circle . Call or email Jim
F Charming Lafayette cottage close to town in .
A A ' . for a confidential
v secluded setting with gorgeous Mt. Diablo views. ew of "
ER 4bdr & 2 ba with remodeled kitchen and bath, ~ F€V€W OLyour re
Th Workshop in garage, down private drivewayin ~ SState needs and
T wonderful neighborhood. Visual tour at long-term plans.
E www.3577BoyerCircle.com for all the details. Work with a top
producer who
$ 869,000 knows how to get
821 Moraga Road the job done!
New listing just a short walk to Lafayette down- -
| town and schools. 4bdr and 3 ba in a fabulous hm'COlhoun@Prurealty'com

" private setting with spacious lawn and backyard.
Country kitchen and hardwood floors offer classic
style. Call Jim today to see this lovely home or
visit Visual Tour at www.821MoragaRoad.com

JV LUCAS PAVING

QUALITY « INTEGRITY « EXPERT WORKMANSHIP
FOURTH GENERATION PAVING COMPANY

see my web site for all listings:
www.prurealty.com/jimcolhoun
999 Oak Hill Rd., Lafayette

Winter

arking rates!
* Subdivisions

www.lamorindaweekly.com

* Seal Coating

Lic # 195560

925-283-8027

” 925-377-0977
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SAN FRANCISCO SHOWROOM
TELEPHONE: 415-864-0800 FACSIMILE: 415-864-0856
195 RHODE ISLAND STREET SAN FRANCIScO, CA 94103

WALNUT CREEK DESIGN STUDIO
TELEPHONE: 925-939-3495 FACSIMILE: 925-939-3063
1196 BOULEVARD WAY, # 3 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94595

WEBSITE: WWW.STUDIOMEHLER.COM EMAIL: CREATE@STUDIOMEHLER.COM
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Wilder To Restore Wildlife in Moraga

By Sophie Braccini

i o d e 1
View from Mulholland Ridge to Saint Mary’s college

Photo Andy Scheck
cluded no funds with which to main-

uring its February 25th meet-

ing, the Moraga Town Coun-
cil crafted a resolution to accept a
$50,000 restoration project submit-
ted by Wilder Development to miti-
gate the environmental impact of
their major housing construction in

Orinda. The project calls for the cre-
ation of a pond on Mulholland
Ridge, off of Donald Drive, that will
help restore the natural habitat and
improve drainage.

At a prior meeting, the Coun-
cil refused the donation because it in-

(925) 254-0505

Kurt Piper

Presents...

Five Great

B 1 amorinda buys!

21 Eastwood Drive, Orinda
* 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2000 sq. ft.
* Mostly flat 1/4 acre lot. Great backyard.
* Hardwood floors and crown moldings.
* Remodeled bathrooms. Separate home office.
* Walk to grades K-12. Court location.

Offered at $1,025,000

990 Condit Road, Lafayette
* 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2100 sq. ft.
* Flat 1/4 acre lot. Paver patio & driveway.
* New master suite and other upgrades.
* New Dual pane windows throughout.
* Oversized two car garage.

Reduced to $939,000

916 Colina Court, Lafayette
* 2 bedrooms, 1 baths, 900 sq. ft.
* Charming cottage. Flat backyard.
* Hardwood floors. Wood doors.
* Cozy brick fireplace.
» Walk to town, trail and schools.

Reduced to $575,000

667 Glorietta Blvd., Lafayette
* 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, nearly 2200 sq_ft.
* Gorgeous 2 acre lot with pool, patio & more.
* Beautifully remodeled kitchen & baths.
* Formal living & dining rooms. Large family room.
* Happy Valley Elementary. Close to everything.

Offered at $1,085,000

3518 Hamlin Road, Lafayette
* 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4100 sq. ft.
* Over 1/2 acre lot. Flat backyard.
* Complete remodel and expansion.
* Beautiful finishes throughout.
* Great close in location.

Reduced to $1,850,000

tain the pond after the first five years.
This time around, the Town negoti-
ated the funding of a $10,000 en-
dowment for ongoing maintenance.

Warden Nicole Kosicki of the
California Department of Fish and
Game, which imposed the remedia-
tion requirement on Wilder, had
originally opposed this solution
since the agency wants to see con-
crete work being done with the re-
mediation money. “Ms. Kosicki is
a very tough negotiator,” com-
mented Mayor Dave Trotter, “we
want to commend her flexibility.
We would have liked more money
for the endowment, but that’s what
we got.”

In addition, Kosicki assured
the Council that in the event of flood
damage to the pond, the Town
would not be responsible for restor-
ing it and nature would be allowed
to take its course.

Palos Colorados Project: If You Snooze, You Lose

By Sophie Braccini
Moraga’s Planning Commis-

sion and Design Review
Board (DRB) met jointly on Feb-
ruary 23rd to approve the precise
development plan for the Palos
Colorados project subdivision.
The document contains the plans
of the semi-custom homes that
could be built on the site by Rich-
field Investment Corporation,
without the DRB’s approval. As
they examined the details of the
plan, both the Commission and
the Board raised more questions
than could be answered by the
documents at hand and residents
in attendance expressed serious
concerns as well.

At its previous meeting on
February 2, the Planning Com-
mission was asked to approve the
plan. The Commissioners felt
then that they needed to have the
input of the Design Review
Board, in particular regarding ar-
chitectural design issues and
about the project’s design guide-
lines.

At this point, the developer
has presented eight different
semi-custom home designs that
need approval. Rick Sabella,
Richfield’s president, explained
to all in attendance that he ex-
pects that most property owners
will want to custom build their
homes; however, about 20% of
the 123 residences could be, ac-
cording to his experience, built
using the models included in the

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

I Exterior / Interior
B Exceptional prep. work
B Fully insured and bonded

CA Lic. 555600 w

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

M.R.S.

Fiae el Wl [raftaanship

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers ¢ Pillows ¢ Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery * Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available * Free Estimates By Phone

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

(925) 962-0579

plan. These representations were
accompanied by the project’s de-
sign guidelines, a set of rules that
will ensure a certain harmony in
the development. These internal
guidelines are subject to compli-
ance with the Town’s guidelines.

The public expressed three
main concerns: First, the size of
the homes far exceeds the origi-

nal  2800- 4800  square
feet(sqf)that was  originally
planned. The lots exceeding

20,000sqf (half of the total) are
eligible to see construction in ex-
cess of 5000sqf, in fact the
biggest semi-custom home is
6700sqf, not including the garage
and a potential secondary unit.

Second, when the vested
tentative map was approved, all
parties were told that green build-
ing elements would be included
in the plan later in the process. It
has now been determined that the
law applicable is what was in ef-
fect at the time the document was
approved, which was before the
town passed its green building or-
dinance.

Third, residents asked why
secondary units should be in-
cluded in the plan if their accept-
ance as affordable housing by the
State was dubious.

Planning Director Lori
Salamack easily explained the
size matter. Per an agreement be-
tween the town and Richfield,
Moraga will not get half a million
dollars from the developer if the
size of the home is limited below
5000sqf. The developer said he
was prepared to limit the size
and not pay the monies; this sug-
gestion did not thrill the Com-
mission.  Vice-Chair  Bruce
Whitley insisted that a ratio be-
tween lot size and floor area for
lots above 20,000sqf be calcu-
lated. At this time the Town
does not have such ratios and

does not impose size limits.

When the green building el-
ement came up for discussion,
Richfield’s attorney explained
that the town green building ordi-
nance couldn’t apply to the proj-
ect since the vested tentative map
was approved before the Council
passed a green building ordinance
ordinance. She added, “If you
snooze, you lose.”

Whitley promised, “We will
apply the highest scrutiny to yout
project.”

When Chair Margaret
Goglia asked the Town’s attorney,
“Has the train left the station?”
He replied, “Partially,” adding the
areas in which the Town could
impose conditions were now lim-
ited.

When it came to looking af
the different home designs Scot
Rivers, the architect for the de-
veloper, made a compelling pres-
entation and everyone on the
DRB agreed that the homes
seemed very well thought out.
However they indicated that they
did not have enough time to thor-
oughly review all the aspects of
the documents and asked for
more time.

Commissioner Lee Hayes,
who was sitting on the Commis-
sion for the last time and has a
background in landscape archi-
tecture, made a point to raise all
the elements that, in his view,
were missing in the document
from that vantage point. He
asked the next version include el-
ements on water usage, size of the
trails, hardscape in public areas,
color palette, type of permeable
surface used for walkways, type
of retaining walls, type of
drainage and more.

The Planning Commission
and DRB agreed to reconvene at
a later session to continue thei
scrutiny of the project.

BUSHVELD CONSTRUCTION

CA License #762192 - Insured - Local Referrals Available
Serving the area for 16 years! We are creative in saving costs!

Specializing in all types of outdoor
projects & living spaces (decks, retaining
walls, drainage, fireplaces, kitchens, etc).
Proficient in solving structural problems.

Ofcc/Fax:925.465.4398 Cell:925.989.9308

cmkudrnac@astound.net
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Listed at $2,650,000

JUST SOLD

HOLLY HENKEL
SRES

925 360-2390
holly@hollyhenkel.com

OPEN |

34 Sanford Lane, Lafayette .\ pay

www.lamorindaweekly.com

” 925-377-0977
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PATTY & GENE CRONIN

BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842

Www.pattycroninproperties.com
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A Zeeba of a Different Stripe
Zeeba, 3574 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, www.zeebaliving.com, 299 9400
Simin Lalefar says she didn’t have a choice. The
land where her store stood was bought by the
town of Dublin in an imminent domain action.
“What better place than Lafayette to move my
store?” asks Lalefar. “My parents had a home in
Orinda, I always loved the area and have many
friends here.” One month ago, she opened shop
for her collectibles, vintage accessories, antique
furniture, women’s clothing and accessories.
“The community has greeted us very warmly,”
says the store owner, “they like to come here and
hunt for unexpected treasures.” Zeeba is located
next to Knoxx on Mt Diablo Blvd.

Simin Lalefar in her new store, Zeeba, in Lafayette

Big Hat Press, Where Local Authors can get Published
1014 Oak Hill Road Lafayette, www.bighatpress.com , 380-1381

Diablo Rapid Print has launched a new business: Big Hat Press, its new book-publishing subsidiary. Big Hat spe-
cializes in personal publishing and offers a variety of services to help authors complete their book project. “Whether
it is your personal memoirs, poetry, a history book, a cookbook, or perhaps a fictional story you have written, we
can help you get it done,” says owner Polly Bernson. The business owner sees her target clientele as individuals
and companies that write for their own pleasure and want to share with their family, friends or clients. Big Hat of-
fers a complete service for authors: design, formatting, an ISBN and barcode. “If customers want it, we can help
them put their book on Amazon and we will handle the delivery service directly.” Clients can chose among a va-
riety of binding styles and printing options. The cost of the books will vary depending of these options, as well as
the number of books ordered. “Most of our clients order 250 copies,” says Bernson, “and you can order 20 books
for about $609, including the setup.” Bernson prefers it when people come to her store to get their new book. “We
can mail it of course,” she says, “but seeing the look on their face when they first hold their new book is a precious
moment.” Big Hat Press will host a ribbon cutting ceremony with the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce on Thurs-
day March 19 at 4:30 p.m.

Curves in Moraga Fights for Survival

384 Park St, Moraga, 376-0110

The Curves gyms in Lafayette and Orinda closed in February but the Reynolds, who own the Moraga franchise,
are not giving up. The Lafayette Curves had been under new management for less than a year and the start up re-
sults weren’t enough to create a positive momentum. In Orinda, Pati MacDonald had been managing the Curves
in Theater Square for years. She owns another franchise in San Diego but according to her it’s not doing so well.
MacDonald had to get a full time job with the County in order to pay the bills, “it’s just a sign of the times,” says
MacDonald. In Moraga, Dave Reynolds and his wife will not give up in spite of challenging times. “Many con-
sider fitness a luxury,” says Reynolds, “may be they could think of their health and well being as a first necessity
item, what better investment can you make than in your own health?”” Reynolds organized a strategic meeting with
some 30 clients to plan for future marketing actions. “We have 175 clients,” says Reynolds, “it would be nice to
reach the 250 range.” As part of the new marketing plan, during the second and third weeks of March, every new
client who brings in a bag of groceries for the Food Bank will receive free sign-up fee.

One of Moraga’s Oldest Restaurants Closes its Doors
356 Park St, Moraga R
Tamami’s restaurant served its last
diners on Valentine’s Day. It was a |
very emotional evening, the Ongs
have owned the place for more than
25 years and it is their warm person-
alities as much as their food that made
their long success. However, the lat-
est recession was too much for the
restaurant to survive, “it was time for | i &
us to sell,” says owner Fely Ong, “we L
got an offer from a Chinese couple \
and had to make a quick decision.”

Tamami’s will be missed. “We have
been eating there almost every Friday
night, my husband and , since we started dating, about 20 years ago,” says Moraga resident Karen Orwig, “it was
as much about the relationship as it was about the food. We saw Fely’s kids growing up and they’ve known our
daughter since she was born.” Orwig doesn’t know where she will have dinner on Friday nights now, “there are
other good restaurants in the area, but nowhere that makes you feel at home like Fely did.”

The Ong family during the last evening in Tamami

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
* Shop Lafayette meeting Tuesday March 10 8:00 a.m. chamber conference room
* Green Committee Wednesday March 18 11:45 a.m. bring your lunch, chamber conference room.
* How to survive in today’s economy presented by Mechanics Bank 3640 Mt Diablo Blvd. Tuesday,
March 24, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. RSVP lafayetteevents@mechbank.com.
Moraga Chamber of Commerce
Chamber meeting, Hacienda de las Flores, Fireside Room, Friday, March 27, starting at 7:30 a.m.
Orinda Chamber of Commerce
Special Roundtable Coffee Business Idea Sharing Event, Thursday, March 26, 8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m., Village
Pizza, 19 AB Orinda Way. Come hear what fellow Chamber Members are doing differently in today's market and
share what you are doing, as well. Enjoy coffee & pastries, too. Mark your calendar for this informative event. $5.00
per person (paid at door).

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at
sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
or call our office at 925-377-0977.

Community Marketing, Does It Work?
By Sophie Braccini

Community event at Aegis where business owners and town officials meet

Photo courtesy Moraga Chamber of Commerce

ome say it works, others say it

doesn’t, there are books written
about it and opinions galore. “It” is
community marketing, or how to
engage and cultivate business in the
communities that naturally congre-
gate around one’s product and/or
service. In Lamorinda it typically
takes the form of business owners
giving their time to community ac-
tivities and/or contributing goods
and services to community func-
tions. For business owners, it is part
of a virtuous circle where what you
give will come back to you in many
different ways.

Grant Stubblefield started his
business as a result of his commu-
nity involvement. Fresh out of St
Mary’s College, he joined the Mor-
aga Chamber of Commerce and
helped implement the Shop Moraga
First campaign. His volunteer ac-
tivities led to the startup of his own
business, naturally called, “Com-
munity Marketing.”

Getting around and helping
out has been Roos Pal’s modus
operandi even before buying
Terzetto Restaurant in the Moraga
Shopping Center. “T always wanted
to do social work,” says Pal, “so |
joined Kiwanis.” Pal believes that
her social activism is what has made
her business successful. “I serve on
the Parks Foundation, I support the
Chamber of Commerce and I enjoy
it,” she says. “Roos does things
right,” comments Stubblefield,
quipping, “Don’t ask what the com-
munity can do for you, ask what you
can do for your community.”

Jay Lifson of the Lafayette
Chamberof ~Commerce —says,
“That’s what chambers do, con-

necting people to people.” Lifson
believes that most people get in-
volved with volunteerism because
they decide it’s the right thing to do
or because they’ve been asked to
help out, but that they should not be
looking for immediate rewards.
“The only pay-back one should ex-
pect is an opportunity to help,” he
says, adding that he’s seen that peo-
ple often get back more than what
they’ve invested.

“In Lafayette the quantity of
businesses that have been practic-
ing community marketing is innu-
merable,” says Lifson. Business
owners such as Ed Stokes (Diablc
Foods), Mike Reardon (Oakwood
Athletic Club), Dave Arghandiwal
(Casa Gourmet Burrito), Anthony
Ruiz (Fastframe) and Mo Levich
(Generations in Jazz), among oth-
ers, each give their expertise, time,
and donations whenever they can.

Keith Miller, the President of
the Orinda Chamber of Commerce
and a real estate agent, follows the
same credo. “When I joined the
Chamber of Commerce, I had no
idea what it could really do for me,”
states Miller, “but now after so
many years of networking I’m con-
vinced of its importance and try tc
persuade my agents to join.” Millet
offers Carlos Rangle, of Shelby's
Restaurant, as a good example of
someone who gives his time and
energy to the community. “He was
on our Board of Directors and al-
ways contributes to our events.”

... continued on page 23
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Moraga Rotary Is Hosting An
Open House!

Come and learn what it means to be a Moraga Rotarian.
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Saint Mary’s
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Moraga Soda
Librar Center

oraga Road
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Please join us for a hosted lunch at our open house on:

Tuesday, April 14th, 2009 at Noon
at... Saint Mary's College, in the Soda Center

Please RSVP:  Let us