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Bottom’s Up Swim Meet

34th annual event drew 700 participants
Submitted by Randy DeVecchi
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OCC's Lea leads her race before the turn
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undreds of local swimmers,

from five to 15 years old
raced in the 34th Annual “Bottom’s
Up” swim meet hosted by Moraga
Valley Pool.

This event features children
at the bottom of their respective age
brackets and gives them a chance to
compete against other swimmers
their own age. It differs from most
local swim meets because it brings
together all Orinda-Moraga Pool
Association (OMPA) bottom age
group swimmers for a one day
event, rather than the typical meets
where kids swim against one team
with age appropriate groupings.

More than 700 participants
swam in the events, including
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mixed relays, individual medleys,
free, back, breast, fly, and the day
wrapped up with the coaches relays
and parents relays.

Assistant head coach for
Moraga Valley Pool, Adam Schaef-
fer was impressed with the fierce
competition and the efforts by all of
the swimmers. “As a team, we
have been working extremely hard,
and today there were a lot of
popped times. This shows that all
of their hard work is paying off”.
He added, “It’s great for these kids
to have this venue and this event, it
will prepare all of them for a great
time at OMPA.”

During the day, boys and girls
competed for their best times and

the top ten swimmers in each event
earned points for their respective
teams. Orinda Country Club led
the nine swim clubs with the most
points and won the championship
trophy for total team points scored.
OCC head coach Steve Hauffler
was pleased with the results of his
swimmers after a day at the pool,
“The meet went very well, and the
kids swam great.”

A pat on the back was earned
by all who participated, but only a
few earned the distinction of break-
ing new “Bottom’s Up” records.
Two meet records were set by five
year old Brody Crouch of Moraga
Ranch in the 25-yard freestyle and
the 25-yard butterfly. Maddie Mur-
phy of Orinda Country Club also
set two new meet records in the 50-
backstroke and 50-butterfly. An-
other meet record was set by Sleepy
Hollow in the 200 Medley Relay
featuring mixed nine year olds.

The Legends head coach Matt
Ehrenberger was pleased with his
team’s success, “Overall it was a
good meet for all the swimmers who
attended. Soda Center is a really fast
pool and leads to great races.” He
added, “Sleepy Hollow did well; our
nine years olds were particularly
strong in both the girls and boys.”

High point winners in each
age group also went home holding
trophies. High point winners were
as follows: Boy’s Champions -
Brody Crouch, 5, Moraga Ranch
Swim Club; Mark McCurdy, 7,
Moraga Country Club; Marcus Fer-
reira, 9, Sleepy Hollow; Cole
Stevens, 11, Moraga Country Club;
Jonathan Ratchford, 13, Moraga
Country Club; Tennyson May, 15,
Meadow Swim Team. Girl’s
Champions —Allie Saber, 5, Sleepy
Hollow; Alex Fellner, 7, Orinda
Country Club; Kenna Van Steyn, 9,
Sleepy Hollow; Maddie Murphy,
11, Orinda Country Club; Allison
Miller, 13, Orinda Country Club;
Molly Schoenfeld, 15, Orinda Park
Pool.
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REAL ESTATE BROKER
Office: (925) 253-2148
Residence: (925) 254-8088
Cell: (510) 918-8911
Email: honens@pacbell.net

Please call me for your Real Estate needs to experience the integrity,
professionalism and results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.
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Direct: (925) 314-5299
Fax: (925) 831-9161

|Email: Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

“MORTGAGE RATES are at HISTORICAL LOW points. There may never be
a better time to BUY OR REFINANCE A HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY in
the Bay Area. Call DEXTER AND KYLE to talk about taking advantage of
the extraordinary opportunities in today’s market.”
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Local Rowers Take First Place in Philadelphia Regatta
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The four plus cox boat is the winning boat with (from the back not

including the cox) Matt, Billy and Zack

While most kids participate in
traditional sports, recent
Campolindo High School graduate
Matthew Lenhart, current student
Billy Deskin and Acalanes High
School student Zack Attaran are ath-
letes of the lesser-known sport of
rowing. The local boys began rowing
with the Oakland Strokes under for-
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mer Olympic rower Ivan Smiljanic.
Recently, the athletes were se-
lected to participate in an intensive,
competitive five-week summer row-
ing program. The boys traveled
Back East as three of the 19 spe-
cially selected athletes from eight
states and Canada to row for the
Pennsylvania Athletic Club Rowing

Association.

As a part of the Penn AC Club
the boys raced in the Independence
Day Regatta in Philadelphia. The
three-day regatta has been continu-
ously held since 1880 and is the largest
summer club regatta in the U.S.

The local athletes held three
out of the four seats in the Men’s
Junior 4+ (four rowers plus a
coxswain) and they rowed to a first
place victory in a six boat race, beat-
ing the second place boat by 1.46
seconds. Attaran gained a second
win as part of the Men’s Junior 8
team that blasted through the finish
line over three seconds in front of
the other five boats.

First place finishers received a
commemorative watch awarded
dockside by a grand master of the
Schuylkill Navy, the 150-year-old
organization that oversees Philadel-
phia’s famed Boathouse Row.

Eight and Under Swimmers participate in special event

By Lucy Amaral

Coaches Jesus Salcedo (OCC)
Kevin Honey (Sleepy Hollow)

More than 650 swimmers, all
ages eight and under, from
eight Lamorinda swim clubs con-
verged on Meadow Swim and Ten-
nis Club in Orinda, July 19 for the
39th annual Meadow Mini Meet.
Designed specifically for the
smallest swim set, this was truly a
battle of the ages, where each child
swam against someone their own
age rather that being grouped into a
“six and under” or “seven/eight”
category. “The purpose of this
event is to highlight the younger
swimmers,” said Kaye Jacuzzi,
who along with Joy Braitberg, or-
ganized this years’ event. “It evens
the playing field, age-wise.”
Jacuzzi said that this event
serves as the main fundraiser for
Meadow to support swim team ac-
tivities and as an official meet, the
results count on a League level.
Joining Meadow swimmers were
Orinda/Moraga Pools Association
teams including Orinda Country
Club, Orinda Park Pool, Moraga
Valley Pool, Moraga Country Club,
Campo Cabana Club, Sleepy Hol-
low and Miramonte Swim Club.
Jacuzzi estimated that more
than 1,500 people filtered though the
club during the day in both the form
of swimmers and fans. Accenting
the festive day, food from Baja Fresh
and Jamba Juice was available, a
‘mini meet’ store with inexpensive
trinkets was set up for the kids, and
a swim gear vendor offered its
wares. “We even have a woman
who braided and beaded hair, raising
money for Helping Hands.”
Jacuzzi said it was a truly
swim club-wide event. “Our own
Meadow’s nine and up swimmers
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work at this event,” she said. “They
work in the mini meet store, shep-
herd the kids when it’s their turn to
swim. It’s a nice full circle.”

Marilyn Blackburn, whose
daughters swam for and still belong
to Meadow, headed the committee
that put on the first Mini Meet in
1970. The meet, she said, was con-
ceived along very pragmatic lines.
“We needed new lane lines and the
swim team didn’t have the money
for lane lines,” said Blackburn.

She and the other swim team
committee members decided that
an invitational focusing on the
youngest swimmers would fit the
bill. “If you’re four years old and
swimming against someone who is
six, you don’t stand a chance,” said
Blackburn. “We wanted to give
these kids a chance.”

Not that Blackburn was ex-
pecting any County times, but it
was serious business for the kids
and she made sure they were re-
warded for their hard work.
“Everybody got something after
they swam, either a place ribbon or
heat ribbon,” she said.

Thirty-seven years later, the
Mini Meet is going stronger than
ever and, of course, every competi-
tor still receives a ribbon “The kids
love it,” said Jacuzzi. And, she
added while it’s an invitational, “It
has the feeling of a championship
meet. It’s very official and trophies
are given to the winning team.”

Atday’s end, Orinda Country
Club’s swim team took first place,
Meadow Swim and Tennis Club’s
team took second and Sleep Hollow
Swim and Tennis Club’s team took
third.

New Mini Meet records
Provided by
Meadow Swim and Tennis Club

Name: Channing Hanley

Age: 6

Team: Orinda Country Club

Event: 6-yr old girls 25 yd Breaststroke
Time: 23.33 seconds

Previous record: 23.60 seconds

Name: Brody Crouch

Age:5

Team: Moraga Ranch Swim Club
Event: 5-yr old boys 25 yd butterfly
Time: 21.07

Previous record: 22.72

Name: Ashleen 0'Brien

Age: 8

Team: Campolindo Cabana Club
Event: 8-yr old girls 25 yard butterfly
Time: 15.70

Previous record: 15.80

Event: 5-yr old boys 100 yd medley relay
Team: Moraga Ranch Swim Club
Names: LucaRago
Brody Crouch
William McGaughey
Cooper Lenahan
Time: 1:54.95
Previous record: 1:58.56

Event: 5-yr old Boys 100 yd Freestyle Relay
Team: Moraga Ranch Swim Club
Names: William McGaughey
Luca Rago
Cooper Lenahan
Brody Crouch
Time: 1:34.94
Previous record: 1:39.53

Event: 8-yr old girls 100 yd Freestyle Relay
-- TIED MEET RECORD
Team: Orinda County Club
Names: Alex Fellner
Paige Hanley
Sophia Kosturos
Ryan Hagglund
Time: 1:03.69
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Markets Change.
Leaders Don't.

Our continued leadership and
success in the face of a wavering
economy is due to the steadfast
support we receive from the
community we serve.
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ASSOCIATES

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103

Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505

www.villageassociates.com

Margaret Zucker

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

THE VILLAGE ASSOCIATES: Ashley Battersby, Patricia Battersby, Joan Cleveland,

Joan Eggers, Joan Evans, Linda S Friedman, Marianne Greene, Pamela Halloran,

Dexter Honens I1, Debbie Johnston, Margot Kaufman, Susan Zeh Layng, Art Lehman,
Charles Levine, April Matthews, 1. Bruce Maxon, Loretta Mullins, Karen Murphy, Ben Olsen,
Sue Olsen, Kurt Piper, Tara Rochlin, Judy Schoenrock, Ann Sharf, Steve Smith, Jeff Snell,
Lynda Snell, Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega, Ann Ward, Dan Weil, Lara Williamson, and

To learn more about Village Associates or to preview
our listings, please visit:
www.villageassociates.com
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