
www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, September 30, 2009Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY8

•    Life in LAMORINDA •
An investment that’s

easy to grasp,
and Wall Street-free.

Please call about our breakfast seminars:

ACTUAL RETURNS MAY VARY

PREFERRED RETURN:

PAID MONTHLY
no fund fees. locally managed.

**

*

7.5%

*

**

Not a guaranteed return. Fund investors have the right to receive all fund profits up to a 
monthly preferred return on their investment equal to the greater of an annualized 7.5% 
and the then current Prime Rate. Such preferred return is cumulative annually but 
non-cumulative year to year. 
Actual annualized yield of 8.5% was earned by members from January 1, 2009 through 
April 30, 2009. Distributions paid in excess of the preferred return include the waiver of 
profits otherwise payable to the fund’s Manager which has no obligation to waive such 
profits in the future. Past performance is no guaranty of future results. 
Fund participation is limited to California residents who meet certain income and net worth 
standards. Minimum investment is $25,000 with substantial restrictions on withdrawal. An 
investment in the Fund is subject to certain risks which are outlined in the Fund’s Offering 
Circular. Please contact the Fund Manager for an Offering Circular and review the 
Offering Circular before investing. 

APY

Lafayette office:

925.283.2500
Peter Eberle | peter@primefund.com

San Francisco office:

415.391.2079
Berkeley office:

510.981.8278
Los Altos office:

650.559.5601

Please call about our next dinner seminar 
Thursday October 22nd

Lafayette office:
Peter Eberle   925.283.2500

Beautiful Craftsman style home w/expansive flat front lawns, great backyard & 3-car garage. Sitting on .73+/- 

ac, this stunningly rebuilt home (2006) offers 3,691 +/-sf incl. 4 BDS plus optional 5
th
 BD, separate office, 3 

BA, formal LR & DR & a sensational large kitchen that opens to wonderful FR. The home welcomes you w/a 

sunlit formal entry, vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors & a very open fluid floor plan. Located less than a block 

from Springhill Elementary. Close to freeway, BART & downtown Lafayette!    

 

 

www.3286Springhill.com

TEST DRIVING THE GOOD LIFE
And it’s 100% Guaranteed

Exclusive 70/70, 100% Money 
Back Guarantee for over 25 years.

70/70 Guarantee 
Program

100% of all rent money 
paid.

Quality of Services and 
Resident Respect that we promised

(888) 472-1751.

The Captain’s remaining

children were recruited to train,

prune, thin, and pick the vines

and friends were enlisted as

needed. Susan’s friend, Kesnija

Olmer, became so committed to

the vineyard that she adopted

three rows of grapevines that she

cares for as her own. Four years

into the process, the now leafy-

green vines are reaching matu-

rity. Captain Vineyards became

a bonded winery in May, the

second in Lamorinda, which en-

ables them to make and sell wine

under their own label. 

The Captain’s 3,500

grapevines horizontally traverse

the hillside that falls away from

the back of their home. The 350-

step terraced vineyard has 120

lanes that are oriented to take the

best advantage of the sun while

minimizing erosion and provid-

ing easy access to the grapes. A

panorama of golden-yellow, un-

dulating hills serves as the back-

drop for the vineyard—a

picturesque landscape, which

could easily be mistaken for the

Napa Valley, that faces north-

west toward Lafayette.

“The most important part

of wine is a good grape,” states

Susan, who makes sharing her

knowledge and love of viticul-

ture a priority. She has taught or-

ganic winegrowing practices to

young people through the Lam-

orinda 4-H Club and a Mira-

monte High School internship

program. This winter, Susan

plans to begin offering classes in

wine grape management to the

community

In contrast to Susan’s affin-

ity to the vine, according to Sal,

“Everything starts in the

garage.” He has emerged as the

enologist of the pair. After con-

tracting with other wineries to

produce their wine for the past

three years, the Captains plan to

gradually move the production

of their vineyard’s eight tons of

grapes in-house. Sal has outfit-

ted the garage with a

crusher/destemmer, press, and

filter in preparation for process-

ing 1.5 tons of grapes, which

will produce about 900 bottles of

their petite sirah/cabernet sauvi-

gnon blend this year. Sal has also

reclaimed the naturally cool

basement space below the house

for bottling, storage and wine

tasting. Together Susan and Sal

look forward to tasting the prod-

uct of this vintage, which will be

released sometime in 2012.

As the Captains have

watched their grapes grow, they

have also observed the propaga-

tion of vineyards in Lamorinda

and had the opportunity to meet

and work with other local vine-

yard owners through their in-

volvement in the Lamorinda

Winegrowers Association. “Peo-

ple who enjoy wine have a good

disposition,” states Sal. “We

have met some really interesting

people through this adventure,”

says Susan, adding, “You really

have to be passionate about wine

making. You have to love the

land and love doing it.”

Lamorinda 
Winegrowing on the Rise
The number of backyard vine-
yards dotting the hills of Lamor-
inda is on the rise. The Lamorinda
Winegrowers Association has
grown exponentially since its in-
ception in 2005 according to Dave
Parker, who, with his wife Shari
Simon, owns Parkmon Vineyards
in Moraga. “When we first started
[the Association], there were
about 23 vineyards. Now we have
a directory of 85 vineyards in Lam-
orinda,” says Parker. “About half of
the vineyards are trying to pro-
duce wine from their grapes—
some are home winemakers,
some pay to have their wine
made, and others sell or exchange
their grapes for wine production,”
he adds. Parkmon Vineyards, the
first commercial winery estab-
lished in Lamorinda, expects to
produce 900 cases of wine this
year with 2/3 of the grapes
sourced from 11 different Lamor-
inda vineyards. Parkmon’s wine
production has more than dou-
bled in the past three years and
the percentage of grapes sourced
locally has increased two-fold. 

A Perfect Pairing with the Community
... continued from page 1

The Captain’s terraced vineyard became bonded in May Photo Andy Scheck

Open Opera at Orinda Community Park
By Andrea A. Firth

On Sunday, October 11th Orin-

dans and their neighbors will

be able to broaden their musical

horizons beyond the folk, rock, and

pop bands of the summer concert se-

ries, and hear opera sung by the

artists from Open Opera—a new

Bay Area company that brings free

opera by professional-quality

singers to the parks.

“Open Opera is really a mar-

riage of the parks and art,” states

Ellen St. Thomas, an opera singer

who started the nonprofit arts organ-

ization with colleagues Olivia Stapp

and Elizabeth Baker in 2008 with

the goal of producing opera in free

outdoor venues as a means of build-

ing community and expanding and

diversifying opera audiences.

“Opera-goers love the casual nature

of the outdoor concerts, and new-

comers to opera get a great intro-

duction to it,” adds St. Thomas, who

has also worked with several youth

choruses in the area including the

chorus at Campolindo High School.

Started with a couple of grants

and further supported through

fundraising, Open Opera has pre-

sented four concerts in the past year

including a full-scale production of

The Marriage of Figaro in Berkeley's

John Hinkel Park that was attended

by over 700 spectators. The Orinda

concert will feature classics and fa-

vorites from a variety of operas. “This

concert will be more like opera’s

greatest hits,” states St. Thomas. “The

songs will be crowd pleasers such as

[Verdi’s] Rigoletto quartet. The crowd

always loves [the format].”

Among the 11 performers

slated for the Orinda Open Opera

concert are two local singers: Orinda

resident Lisa van der Ploeg and

Campolindo High School senior

Erika Henningsen. 

Van der Ploeg is a mezzo-so-

prano with a long resume of opera

performance credits throughout the

United States. One of her most re-

cent performances occurred when

she was asked to spontaneously sing

at the Rotary Field Days held at her

children’s school, Wagner Ranch El-

ementary. “I thought ‘this is crazy,’

as they handed me the microphone,”

says van der Ploeg who quickly

chose to sing a piece from Carmen,

an opera in which she has toured

playing the title role. “This hush

went over the crowd, and the chil-

dren just marched toward me. The

magic of the music was so amaz-

ing,” she adds. “I’m looking forward

to bringing opera to my neighbors

and other people I know. It’s great to

be able to have opera in the park.”

Erika Henningsen, this year’s

Orinda Idol winner in the high

school age group, will also perform

at the Open Opera concert. “It’s in-

teresting to sing outside,” says Hen-

ningsen, who has performed at a

number of festivals in outdoor ven-

ues. “I like being able to see the au-

dience…to see their energy and their

reactions.” Already a seasoned vet-

eran of musical theater, Henningsen,

who played the role of Belle in

Campolindo’s performance of the

musical Beauty and the Beast this

past spring, will sing Life of the
Party—the song that clinched her

Idol win. 

The Open Opera concert is

sponsored by the Orinda Rotary

Club. This family-friendly and free

concert will be at the Orinda Com-

munity Park on Sunday, October

11th starting at 4:30. 

Open Opera on June 23rd at the Orinda Community Park Photos provided




