
Editor:

I have lived in Lafayette for fifty

years and this is the paper that has

the local news I like to read. The

first two pages on the inside are all

about Lafayette and are the pages I

read first, but the fun pages are the

Police Reports from all three towns.

Keep up the good work!

Alpha Quincy

Lafayette

Editor:

I wish to echo Shirley Gregory's let-

ter of Wed. April 28,2010.  For

years I have been annoyed by the

juvenile attempts at humor that

have been the norm in your publi-

cation of local police reports.  I can

find no purpose in trivializing the

police reports by attempting to in-

ject humor into someone's misfor-

tune.  It is also a disservice to our

law enforcement personnel.  Hope-

fully, many others will also advise

you of this ill advised practice.

Gerald Stroffolino 

Moraga

Editor

The words "offensive and unpro-

fessional" to describe your paper's

police reports have never crossed

my mind.  My husband and I find

them delightful and hilarious--

lighten up!

Charlie Gruebele

Moraga

Editor:

We want to thank everyone in the

community for  supporting our chil-

dren and teachers in the Acalanes

Union High School District . As Yes

voters you proved once again that

you value the high quality educa-

tion that our children receive at

Acalanes, Campolindo, Las Lomas

and Miramonte High Schools.

Thanks to you , teacher and support

positions were saved and our high

school students can continue to take

the classes and courses that enrich

their lives, allow them to be com-

petitive college applicants and keep

AUHSD the  #1 school district in

the state.    We especially want to

acknowledge the AUHSD Govern-

ing Board and Superintendent, our

principals and teachers at the four

high schools, our community and

civic leaders, our wonderful cam-

paign team and the many enthusi-

astic volunteers who worked their

hearts out. Last but not least, a huge

thanks to our amazing students who

were with us every step of the way.

Joni Avery & Susie Epstein

(YES on Measure A co-chairs)

Orinda 

Editor:

High Rises in the village of Orinda?

The new Proposed Plan under con-

sideration by the Orinda Planning

Commission, calls for raising the

maximum commercial building

height above its current 35’ limit, in

certain areas of the village of

Orinda. The new proposal calls for

a height of 55’ plus the added

height of recommended sloped

roofs. This is a height which al-

lows for high rise buildings to be

constructed. I find such radical

change to Orinda as unwelcome.

Maybe you do, also.

There is an alternative, though spe-

cial-interest insiders have chosen

to dismiss it. For more than seven

decades, the residential and com-

mercial districts of Orinda have

co-existed in relative harmony.

The commercial district has

evolved incrementally to serve the

day-to-day needs of the residents.

That has promoted mutual trust be-

tween the commercial and resi-

dential sectors, especially where

they adjoin each other. 

Accordingly, I submit that an in-

cremental program of moderniza-

tion, that is consistent with the

form, fit and function of existing

structures and compliant with the

existing 35 foot height limit, is the

best path for so-called “commercial

district re-vitalization”. Examples

of such a form, fit and function-

compliant approach are the Wells

Fargo building (and parking) on the

corner of Moraga Way and Camino

Pablo, and the enlightened Orinda

Park Pool design. 

Beware of special development in-

terests who seek to capitalize on the

last virgin BART station, with high

density structures in our commer-

cial canyon, under the guise of

commercial revitalization and the

red herring of high rise, village res-

idential living. I won’t like the loss

of my view. I won’t like the lack of

a traffic solution. I won’t like the

lack of a parking solution. I won’t

like what this could do to the value

of our home and our quality of daily

life. Maybe you share a similar

viewpoint.

Don’t let this fast-tracked change

sneak in the back door. Demand

that your elected and appointed

public servants place this important

issue on an Orinda-wide ballot.

Sincerely,

Owen Murphy

Orinda

To the Editor:

Like a gigantic IBM computer card

rising out of the ground, the City of

Orinda is planning to construct a

large, senior-citizen housing com-

plex in downtown Orinda (Lamor-

inda Weekly, April 28).

The plan calls for building 70 one-

bedroom rental apartments.  The

apartments are for people who are

55 years of age or older and who

have annual household incomes of

$18,000 to $31,000.

The Orinda City Council has ap-

pointed an organization called Eden

Housing to develop the property,

which will have an entrance on

Irwin Way.  The entrance will be

near the Orinda Community

Church and not far from the Safe-

way across the street.

Your newspaper's article reports

that Mr. Woody Karp of Eden

Housing claims that "the costs as-

sociated with developing these

sorts of facilities are high, up to

25% more than prevailing con-

struction costs due to wage re-

quirements mandated by the State

[of California]."

This project must be scrapped.  The

proposed apartments will, if con-

structed, be in a heavily congested

part of downtown, where parking is

already severely limited.

The proposed housing, according to

Mr. Karp of Eden Housing, will be

too expensive, raising this question:

Why isn't someone trying to get

these excessive costs reduced?

Simultaneously, there are other

plans to change the look of down-

town Orinda.  These other plans call

for constructing buildings up to 55

feet high.  There is even a plan for a

new hotel.

Orinda is very nice the way it is.

There is no need to change its

downtown, village-like character.

Many residents have chosen to live

in Orinda because the city does not

resemble Manhattan.

If Orinda wants to make any

changes to downtown, Orinda resi-

dents must be able, in a city-wide

referendum, to vote on such

changes.

Richard S. Colman    

Orinda

Dear Editor: 

I have read with interest all the dis-

cussion regarding leaf blowers and

I am finally compelled to put my

two cents in. I agree the noise is

very constant and irritating; not a

day goes by without hearing them.

Regarding the issue of air pollution;

with all the various types of air pol-

lution we come in contact with, I

think the leaf blower pollution issue

is a Trojan horse. 

In my neighborhood, we have a

neighbor who runs a wood planer

in his garage every once in awhile.

If you think the leaf blowers are

loud, you haven’t heard anything

yet. On the next block there is a dog

we call the “woofing dog.” His

woof is so loud it travels at least a

quarter mile, and he woofs 3 -4

hours daily. Half a block away there

is a house with two yapping dogs.

The point I am making is that as ir-

ritating as all these noises are, I hes-

itate to tell any of them they must

stop it for my peace of mind; where

does it stop? 

I lived 25 years in The City before

moving here with my family 3

years ago. Can you imagine if the

leaf blower noise criteria were used

in The City? Have you heard the

MUNI buses outside at all hours?

The recycle thieves at 3am outside

your window? The partiers from the

bar down the block, sitting on your

steps for a few last calls? I know

this isn’t The City, but it helps to put

it the noise issue into context, I

think. 

Finally, it feels to me in our internet

society we too easily take our issues

to the web rather than directly fac-

ing the people whom we may be in

conflict with. It’s so much easier to

lob our objections from the other

side of a wall than try to reason in

person with those we may be in

conflict with. Are there particular

hours that our neighbors might re-

frain from using leaf blowers for the

overall peace? Cooperation is a

two-way street. Our forefathers

were more courageous than we are,

I think. Their only option was to try

to work it out in person. I’m not

suggesting you will always get

what you want by discussing your

issues with the neighbors you may

disagree with, but I absolutely pre-

fer the personal approach to the

neighbor who calls in a complaint

without discussing it with you first.

Ultimately, I hope this issue ends up

with a public vote, and not by gov-

ernmental fiat. I, for one, will vote

for less governmental intrusion in

our rural community.   

David Kirk 

Orinda
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Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the 
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 

All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for 
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.  

email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;    Regular mail:     Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda
or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which
we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Join our Public Forum
“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Bottomley Equestrian
innovative horsemanship classes & workshops

children & adults year-round
●

small classes, individual attention, certified instructors
well-trained, well-cared-for horses

●

www.bottomleyequestrian.com
●

925.228.3766

convenient to lamorinda

An investment that’s

easy to grasp,
and Wall Street-free.

YEAR-TO-DATE COMPOUNDED YIELD:*

ACTUAL RETURNS MAY VARY

PAID MONTHLY
no fund fees. locally managed.

Please call for information about
our upcoming seminars in Berkeley,

Lafayette and Los Altos

Los Altos Office

650.559.5601
Mark Feathers

Berkeley Office

510.981.8278
Jeff Pineda

Lafayette Office

925.283.2500
Peter Eberle

Fund participation is limited to California residents who meet certain income and
net worth standards. Minimum investment is $25,000 with substantial restrictions on
withdrawal. An investment in the Fund is subject to certain risks which are outlined
in the Fund’s Offering Circular. Please contact the Fund Manager for an Offering
Circular and review the Offering Circular before investing.

 7.5

 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) represents the annualized return on fund members’ 

 compounded earnings from January 1, 2009 through November 30, 2009. Stated 

 APY could include the waiver of profits otherwise payable to the fund’s manager. The 

 manager has no obligation to waive profits in the future. No APY or preferred return is 

 guaranteed and past performance is no indication of future results.
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Please call for information about
our upcoming seminars in Berkeley,

Lafayette and Los Altos

Lafayette office:  
925.283.2500

Peter Eberle
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* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) represents the annualized return on fund members’ 
compounded earnings from January 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010. Stated APY
could include the waiver of profits otherwise payable to the fund’s manager. The
manager has  no obligation to waive profits in the future. No APY or preferred return
is guaranteed and past performance is no indication of future results. 
Fund participation is limited to California residents who meet certain income and net
worth standards. Minimum investment is $25,000 with substantial restrictions on 
withdrawal. An investment in the Fund is subject to certain risks which are outlined 
in the Fund’s Offering Circular. Please contact the Fund Manager for an Offering 
Circular and review the Offering Circular before investing.

B
lue Ridge

Landscape Co.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

Support Lamorinda Weekly by 
shopping with our advertisers 
and telling them you saw their ad!

Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda


