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Decorative 
Recycling
A Second Life for
Pumpkins and Gourds
By Andrea A. Firth

“Not everything has to be new or cus
tom,” says Nikolene Isely of Moraga,
who has managed her own real es-

tate staging business for the past twelve years. “My
job is to enhance the look of a home by working with
the existing furniture and art and adding a few new
pieces and interior accents along with some fresh
colors,” explains the designer.

          
“I’m all about recycling, reusing, and repurpos-

ing,” says Isely, who often employs paint to bring a
new look to a wall, piece of furniture, or even a brass
candlestick. 

          
“We call it upcycling,” says Erin Mason, who

works as an assistant to Isely in the staging business
Isely laughs at her colleague’s new terminology but

agrees it accurately describes the ap-
proach. 

Isely explains that as Thanksgiving
arrives, she often takes the

pumpkins and gourds that have
been sitting on the front steps
and kitchen table through the
Halloween season and with a
little spray paint, greenery, and

decorative accents the autumn
vine veggies are reborn as a fes-

tive entranceway vignette or table
display. 

... continued
on page  OH6

Nikolene Isely sits alongside the festive holiday display she created for the entranceway
of her Moraga home by reusing some of her pumpkins. Photo Doug Kohen.  
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
none

LAFAYETTE
81075 Elizabeth Street, $400,000, 1 Bdrms, 1056 SqFt, 1924 YrBlt, 10-22-10; 

Previous Sale: $825,000, 06-23-05
Amanda Lane, $940,000, 3 Bdrms, 1953 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 10-26-10
985 Hawthorne Drive, $799,000, 3 Bdrms, 1341 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 10-27-10; 

Previous Sale: $775,000, 04-15-04
1090 Oak Hill Road, $770,500, 4 Bdrms, 2066 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 10-28-10; 

Previous Sale: $30,000, 03-14-72
20 Olympic Oaks Drive, $965,000, 3 Bdrms, 2330 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 10-27-10; 

Previous Sale: $488,000, 11-05-96
1369 Reliez Valley Road, $875,000, 2 Bdrms, 1483 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 10-26-10; 

Previous Sale: $108,455, 10-26-10
657 Sky Ranch Court, $1,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 3262 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 10-20-10; 

Previous Sale: $559,000, 08-16-89
19 Springhill Lane, $1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2797 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 10-26-10; 

Previous Sale: $1,345,000, 11-30-07
MORAGA

611 Augusta Drive, $695,000, 2 Bdrms, 1985 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 10-21-10; 
Previous Sale: $390,000, 03-03-99

809 Camino Ricardo, $565,000, 4 Bdrms, 1899 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 10-21-10; 
Previous Sale: $52,500, 09-20-71

262 Rheem Boulevard, $525,000, 3 Bdrms, 1644 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 10-18-10
92 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,130,000, 3 Bdrms, 2982 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 10-22-10
10 Sea Pines Street, $1,090,000, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 10-20-10; 

Previous Sale: $550,000, 12-01-95
ORINDA

85 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 2916 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 10-19-10; 
Previous Sale: $568,000, 09-18-92

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
LAFAYETTE                      Last reported: 8
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $400,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,325,000
MORAGA                            Last reported: 5
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $525,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,130,000
ORINDA                              Last reported: 1
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:           $1,265,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,265,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oak-
land real estate information company.  Sale prices
are computed from the county transfer tax informa-
tion shown on the deeds that record at close of es-
crow and are published five to eight weeks after
such recording.  This information is obtained from
public county records and is provided to us by Cali-
fornia REsource.  
Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable
for errors or omissions.

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

Offering a single level floor

plan, this approx. 2,549 sq.

ft. rancher features 5

bdrms., 3 baths, eat-in

country kitchen, vaulted

family room, large picture

windows, and a flat yard

with breathtaking views of

the surrounding hills. 

Offered at $998,000

Lafayette ~ Burton Valley Court Location

This traditional style home

with single level floor plan

features 4 bdrms, 3½ baths,

approx. 3,509 sq. ft. of living

space and is located on a

park-like .61 acre lot with

Hawkins pool/spa and

expansive grounds.  

Offered at $1,498,000

Orinda ~ Desirable Orinda Downs Traditional

Ideally located within minutes

to Orinda’s charming down-

town, Bart, and highway 24,

this beautifully updated

Craftsman style home offers

4 bdrms, office, 3 baths, appx.

3,340 sq. ft. of living space, and

a gorgeous half acre lot with

mature gardens and

expansive lawns.

Offered at $1,498,000

Orinda ~ Walk to Town  
Beautifully Remodeled Throughout

THE BEAUBELLE GROUP

Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle

present...

925.254.1212
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Agent and Group in the East Bay

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING
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Lynn’s Top Five
2010 Year-End Tax Planning ñ A Time for New
Strategies
By Lynn Ballou, EA, CFPÆ

Y
ou know the old adage:  what you don’t know can
hurt you?  This year, as never before, words to heed

as we enter into our final descent for year-end tax plan-
ning!  Why?  Here’s the cautionary tale:  we might be in
the best tax rate environment of our lives in 2010.
There’s nothing solid and comfy to hold out for coming
up.  Tax rates everywhere we turn are poised to go up.
Whether it’s in the guise of a “fee” or a special assess-
ment, loss of a deduction, credit phase outs, or just out
and out rate increases, it’s not a pretty picture.
          So this year --- hang on to your hats --- you might
want to accelerate income and defer expenses!  First
time you ever heard me say that!    Here are five tips and
thoughts that may be a bit off the beaten track, for you
to muse on.

1)      Roth IRA conversions: okay, MUST start here,
because some of you are actually experiencing negative
taxable income this year.  Why?  If you have retired, been
laid off, your taxable investment income is most likely
very low and you may still have a hefty mortgage, prop-
erty taxes, medical expenses and the like.  To the extent
you have negative taxable income, you can convert some
(maybe all) of your pre-tax IRA and not pay a penny in
tax.  Run the projections and check it out.  Even those
in a very low bracket might say to themselves, heck, I’ve
got so little to lose, I’m going for it.  The amount con-
verted may be subject to tax, so discuss your situation
with your financial and tax advisor before you convert.

2)      Nightmare on AMT street: Alternative Mini-
mum Tax --- aka AMT --- strikes horror and fear far and
wide, and well it should.  It defies guessing, and sneaks
up in years that are seemingly innocent and worry free.
Imagine my shock, when chatting with long-time friend
and colleague, Linda LaHonta, CPA, (with her practice
in Lafayette) as  she clued me into the following “tidbit”
that I’ll share here with you:  “A big concern of mine that
isn’t getting nearly as much press as the extension of the
Bush tax cuts, is the alternative minimum tax “patch”
that has not yet been approved for 2010.  I read a statistic
that said without this patch the AMT will affect 26 mil-
lion people in 2010 vs. 4 million people in 2009.  We live
in an area where the AMT impacts many families.  With-
out this patch they will see their federal taxes go up con-
siderably in 2010.  Congress has recently said that they
are working on a bill immediately to put into place “tem-
porary” relief this year.  Great news! But this is still a
concern.  They need to come up with a permanent so-
lution to the AMT because we can’t be “patching” this
thing at the 11th hour every year!  People have a right

to know what to expect of their tax liability for the year
at the beginning of the year, not at the end, and be able
to plan accordingly.”  Hear, hear, Linda!!!   And my fear?
Although they said they are working on a patch, do we
trust them to do it? This is a government scrambling for
every penny they can find.  

3)      Go ahead --- lock in as much capital gains as you
can! Yup, you heard me right.  This is a great tip for the
many of you who have large, sometimes very large, cap-
ital losses that you are carrying forward to future tax
years.  Unless you have something important to save
them for (perhaps the sale of a home with gain over
$500K or a rental property you are not going to ex-
change into another), why not use them now?  Person-
ally, I’m worried about these huge losses being carried
on so many taxpayers’ books.  I worry that Congress is
going to limit the amount that can be carried forward
either with respect to the amount or the number of
years.  If you can tidy up your portfolio or even sell and
repurchase to reset basis higher (BE CAREFUL OF
THE 30 DAY WASH SALE RULES!), why not?   Be
sure to figure in the costs of the transactions to make
sure it’s a financially beneficial approach.  As Linda
points out “given the potential increase to the long term
capital gains tax rates I would suggest possibly taking
gains in 2010 on investments held longer than one year
rather than waiting.” 

4)      Don’t prepay your state income tax and other
normally deductible expenses this year:  The reason?
It’s back to the nasty AMT and also the thought that
next year you’ll probably be in a higher bracket.  What
you would normally prepay in December, such as your
second property tax for the county’s fiscal year, could
actually net you 5% or more in tax savings by waiting
until January.  And, what’s the flip side?  Take in all the
income you can this year!  If you are self-employed, per-
haps you bill early and book income in 2010.  If they ex-
tend the FICA, aka social security tax (known as
self-employment taxes for those who are self-employed)
to be collectible on ALL earned income next year, as is
currently being discussed, this MIGHT be a better tax-
able income year for you.  Again, you need to do the
math.  

5)      Tax laws that go “bump” in the night: Lions and
tigers and VAT (Value Added Tax), oh my!  We hear
Congress increasingly revisiting the idea of a national
flat sales tax.  If they got rid of the income tax, many
would applaud that move.  However, lawmakers would

most likely not go that clean route, since they use in-
come tax legislation to create social and economic
change.  Instead, they’d have a sales tax, too!  And what
about 2013, when, according to Linda, “there will be a
new 3.8% tax on investment income for certain taxpay-
ers ($200,000 individual & $250,000 married filing
joint),” which is basically the new health care surtax.
Again, more fuel for enjoying our current tax rates and
making some hay now.

          Because of the incredible amount of uncertainty
and nuances associated with year-end tax planning this
year, you really need to do the math and not make any
assumptions.  Either work with your trusted tax advisor
(or find a great new one, such as Linda LaHonta) or on
your own, run the different scenarios and execute the
actions that make the most sense for you.  You’ve got
time to think it through, and I encourage you to do so.
          Here’s some great news:  Linda has agreed to join
me Wednesday, January 26th at noon, for a free webinar
that will focus on Tax Planning for 2011.  The current
session of Congress --- the lame duck session --- may be
very busy creating new tax policy.  We hope you will
tune in and join us live so you can hear what she has to
say about what they end up creating, and pose questions
of your own.  You can check my website:  www.ballou-
plum.com and then tab CLIENT EVENTS to keep up
with instructions to join this free webinar.  You don’t
need to be a client to join us!  We’ll post instructions
after the holidays.  Or feel free to send me an email at:
plan@ballouplum.com and we’ll email instructions di-
rectly to you for this event.

Happy Tax Planning (oh, and Holidays, too!)

Lynn Ballou is a Certi-
fied Financial Planner
(CFP®) and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Wealth Ad-
visors, LLC, and a Regis-
tered Investment
Advisory (RIA) firm in
Lafayette.  Lynn is also a
Registered Principal
and Branch Manager
with LPL Financial
(LPL).  As such, she is required by securities regulations to
add the following information to this column:  The opin-
ions voiced in this material are for general information only
and not intended to provide specific advice or recommen-
dation for any individual.  Securities offered through LPL
Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.



Dexter Honens II

REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real

Estate needs to experience the

integrity, professionalism and

results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family
in your neighborhood since 1989.

Office: (925) 253-2148

Residence: (925) 254-8088

Cell: (510) 918-8911

honens@pacbell.net

DRE License #01327738

Mortgage rates are at historical lows

Best time to buy or refinance a home

or investment property

Kyle Davis

MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

80% Loans to $2,000,000

75% Loans to $3,000,000

We use experienced local Appraisers

Providing Premier Loan products 
and service.
For current rates call Kyle 
at 925-314-5299.

Fax: (925) 831-9161

kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

PATTY & GENE CRONIN

BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842

www.pattycroninproperties.com

HOLLY HENKEL

SRES
925 360-2390
holly@hollyhenkel.com

October 2010 Lafayette Moraga Orinda
Days on Market 59 90 78
Average Sold Price $1,020,000 $1,089,000 $1,085,000
Number of detached homes sold 22 7 13

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy

59 Meadow View, Orinda
NOW $1,295,000

3954 Quail Ridge Road, Lafayette
NOW $1,678,000

Coming Soon in
Lafayette

4 bedroom, 2 bath
on .8 acre

Call us today for a
free market analysis

and staging tips!

WE KNOW 
THE MARKET!

Be Home For The Holidays
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To see how bright orange

pumpkins and funky-shaped
gourds can be transformed into a
second holiday decor, Isely and
Mason created the displays de-
picted on these pages. 

          
Isely used bonzes, browns

and golds on the pumpkins to
create a warm autumn-colored
table centerpiece for her Thanks-
giving meal. She said that she
would update the display by
adding some bright red and silver
elements for the December and
New Year holiday meals. 

          
“My style is eclectic and

playful,” says Mason with the
charming southern draw she
brought with her when she
moved to Moraga from North
Carolina this past summer.
Mason’s whimsical nature is evi-
dent in the bright purple and
Kelly green paint she applied to
the pumpkins in her entranceway
to tie in with the peacock feathers
in the door wreath. 

          
“It’s all about using some-

thing you already have and giving
it a new look,” says Isely. 

Decorative Recycling
... continued from page OH1

Nikolene Isely, Staging by
Design, contact
information:
nikolenisely@gmail.com,
www.stagerbydesign.com,
(925) 360-0947.

Throughout the harvest season, Isely used yellow and green gourds and orange pumpkins as her table centerpiece. Photo N. Isely

Isely transformed her collection of pumpkins and gourds with some spray paint and fun accents to create a new look for 
her Thanksgiving meal. Photo Doug Kohen
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Lamorinda Weekly
Please call for 

advertising
925-377-0977

Mailed to Lafayette, 
Moraga and Orinda.

24,200 printed copies and it’s all 
online:  

www.lamorindaweekly.com

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

Entranceway display repurposing pumpkins in purple and white with greenery, design by Erin Mason. 
Photo Doug Kohen

Holiday wreath with a fun twist, design by Erin Mason. Photo Doug Kohen



L

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103
Orinda, CA 94563

(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
I. Bruce Maxon
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

25 Risa Court
Panoramic views from .93 acre - attractive

remodel w/hdwd flrs, new kitchen & open

floorplan. Close to top Orinda schools.

Offered at $829,000

ORINDA

182 Ravenhill Road
Beautiful & elegant 3bd Orindawoods home.

Remodeled to the studs by designer. Sgl lvl

living w/master & living spaces on entry lvl.

Fabulous location.

Offered at $949,000

ORINDA

5 Kenmore Court
Great price for this 2500 sq. ft. 4bd/3ba home

with in-law suite on 1.19 acres. Updated

kitchen and dual pane windows throughout!

Offered at $1,039,000

ORINDA

41 Vista Del Mar
3500 sf custom 4 bd/3ba w/attached in-law on

mostly level .58 acre in top area w/privacy,

grassy lawns & total convenience. Warmly

styled, architect designed.

Offered at $1,130,000

ORINDA

136 Manzanita Drive
Quality newly blt custom 4bd/3.5ba on lovely

1.27 ac w/lvl grassy yd. Exquisitely crafted

with Santa Barbara style, 4000 sf of comfort-

able living & incredible design.

Offered at $2,150,000

ORINDA

121 Lombardy Lane
Highest quality remodel of unmatched style &

appeal. Traditional fine resort-style living at its

finest. Truly flawless in setting & design

w/high-end amenities.

Offered at $2,395,000

MORAGA

1365B Camino Peral
Comfortable 2bd/2ba, 1281 sf w/fireplace,

washer/dryer, deck & 2 dedicated parking

spaces. Near shopping, park, library and trails.

Best schools!

Offered at $299,000

MORAGA

1412 Camino Peral
Desirable sgl lvl townhouse. Sunny 2bd + den

w/indoor lndry. Nice mstr w/ens uite bath. Dining

area open to pvt patio, great indoor/outdoor living,

oversized 2-car gar.

Offered at $399,000

MORAGA

1087 Sanders Drive
Home Sweet Home. Updated throughout. Kit/fam

rm combo. Granite counters, sparkling new baths.

New windows & doors & recent roof. Kid friendly

area nr top-rated schools.

Offered at $729,000

MORAGA

20 Greenfield Drive
Large wonderful 5bd/3.5ba home, flexible

spaces, 2 bonus rooms, lvl lawn, near school,

trails, park. Updated kitchen.

Offered at $899,000

MORAGA

64 Sullivan Drive
Enjoy panoramic views of MCC golf course

and the hills from this 4bd/3ba 2618 sf ranch

style hm on .44 ac. New carpet, lap pool w/spa.

Top schools.

Offered at $899,000

MORAGA

98 Brookfield Drive
Lovely 5bd/3ba on level desirable Moraga cul

de sac. Updated kitchen & baths, hdwd floors,

lawn, patio & pool. Very close to award

winning K-8 schools.

Offered at $999,000

LAFAYETTE

1021 Walnut Avenue
Delightful downtown charmer. Complete

2007 remodel. Fabulous, lovely 3bd/2ba

home w/hdwd floors, crown moldings,

gourmet kitchen & much more.

Offered at $849,000

LAFAYETTE

1176 Glen Road
Happy Valley Glen. Charming 4bd home w/two

office spaces, many new updates. Beaut hdwd

flrs, French doors to yard & pool. Close to town,

Bart, grt Laf schools.

Offered at $1,195,000

LAFAYETTE

3919 So. Peardale Drive
Great neighborhood, easy fwy access, walk to

Laf Reservoir, yet pvt, quiet yard. Three set of

Andersen sliders, hdwd flrs, natural light,

spacious LR, grt rm.

Offered at $1,335,000

LAFAYETTE

3819 Palo Alto Drive
Price reduced on this wonderful Happy Valley

home. Beaut maintained & appointed. Newer

kitchen w/lg eating area & fam rm. Ideal in-law

set up. Walk to school.

Offered at $1,679,000

Sunday Open House 

New Price New Listing

New Price New Price New Price


