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• Remodels
• Additions
• Custom Homes
• Kitchens
• Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value 

engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

If you would like to list the registration information for a youth sports club
please email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977. 

B&W listing will cost $24 (3.75”x1”).

Lamorinda Basketball Academy (LBA)
Fundamentals of basketball Girls Grades 3-8

Learn basketball skills required to play at the next level. Learn/perfect

basic skills: dribbling, shooting, passing, rebounding, defensive skills,

footwork, and Teamwork! Build toward competitive game play! 

Sign up now: Contact us at LBA@LBAhoops.com or 925-681-8400.  

Check out our website at www.LBAhoops.com

Saint Mary’s Clinches WCC Conference
Title, First Since 1997
By Bryant West

The Saint Mary’s Gaels accom-

plished a goal 14 seasons in the

making – a regular season crown. 

      

Reaching this end point was a

roller coast ride, especially the last

two weeks: Saint Mary’s suffered a

three game losing streak which

dropped their RPI from 30 to 56, but

Randy Bennett’s squad has a lot to be

proud of. A home win against Port-

land on Saturday secured a share of

the regular season championship

which Saint Mary’s hasn’t had since

1997. Saint Mary’s shares the title

with rival Gonzaga.

      

Head coach Randy Bennett said

after the Gaels victory on Saturday

that winning the regular season title

gives him more pride than the tourna-

ment title. “I think it's harder to do,”

Bennett said. “There aren't many up-

sets in winning a conference regular-

season championship. You can have

upsets winning a conference tourna-

ment, so that's why I think it's special.”

      

Three straight losses – a 74-66

loss to San Diego, a 75-65 loss to

#24/25 Utah State, and a 89-85 defeat

to Gonzaga – were not favorable to a

once secure Gaels team. But a 83-69

win against Portland on Saturday

night earned a 11-3 conference record

and gave Saint Mary’s a share of the

regular season title. 

      

The Gaels letdown, 74-66 loss,

against San Diego on February 16

postponed the chance to tie for the

conference title.

      

While Saint Mary’s held a decent

halftime lead at 32-24, San Diego

caught fire and scored 50 second half

points, including going 6-of-7 from

beyond the three point line to stun the

Gaels. 

      

Senior guard Mickey McConnell

scored 21 points and had six assists,

while sophomore forward Mitchell

Young had 24 and nine boards, but

four Toreros scored in double figures.

Matt Dorr and Chris Manresa each

notched 17 points. 

      

While the Gaels played much

more talented competition on Satur-

day, February 19, Utah State sat at

#24/25 in the rankings, the game was

eerily similar to the contest against the

Toreros. 

      

The Gaels played well in the first

half, holding a 36-27 advantage that

Bennett later said was one of the best

halves they’d played all year. But

again, a comfortable halftime advan-

tage quickly dwindled away as the

Aggies shot 55.6 percent, scoring 48

points in the second, while holding

Saint Mary’s to 28.6 percent shooting.

McConnell had 16 points and four as-

sists, while Tai Wesley and Brockeith

Pane each had 22 for the Aggies.

      

Returning to regular season play

against Gonzaga on February 24, the

Gaels contest with Bulldogs became

more than a rivalry game, with the

conference regular season title at

stake. A win could have helped the

Gaels outright win the conference

title. 

      

Saint Mary’s trailed by 10 in the

second half at 55-45 with 14:49 to

play, but Saint Mary’s stormed back

and tied it with 7:19 at 65 a piece after

a three by Dellavedova. The teams

traded buckets from there, but a three

pointer from junior forward Rob

Jones gave Saint Mary’s a 76-73 ad-

vantage with 1:40 to play. Tough

Saint Mary’s defense stifled the Zags

next offensive play, but a loose re-

bound was tipped right to Zags guard

Marquise Carter who sank a tying

three at 76-76 with 1:13 to play. 

      

Both teams missed their next

shots, and the Gaels had the ball with

nine seconds left and a chance to win.

But McConnell missed a potential

game winning three, and it was all but

over from there – Saint Mary’s were

stagnant offensively in overtime,

making just one of their seven shots

as Gonzaga went on to win 89-85.

      

The loss tied up the conference

standings and gave the Gaels their

third straight loss. 

      

McConnell had 15 points and

nine assists, and sophomore guard

Matthew Dellavedova finished with

24 points and five assists, but five

Zags, led by Sam Dowers’ 21 points,

scored in double figures.

      

“How many big shots has Mickey

made for us?” Bennett said after-

wards.  “Nobody hits them all.”

      

The match-up against Portland

last Saturday was the Gaels last

chance to secure the conference title

and they did not disappoint.

      

The Gaels trailed 39-38 at half-

time but picked up their offense and

defense in the second half. After

shooting 38.5 percent in the first half

and allowing Portland to shoot 55.6

percent, the Gaels started the second

half on a 11-2 run capped off by three,

three-pointers from freshmen guard

Stephen Holt. The Gaels shot 57 per-

cent in the second half and sank 20-

of-24 free throws to hold off the

Pilots.

      

Immediately after the game, the

players and fans celebrated the team’s

first conference regular season title in

14 years. 

      

“There are a lot of guys who

haven't won this,” Bennett said.

“They better enjoy it tonight. We all

feel good tomorrow. And then this

week, we'll try to get better and go

into this tournament playing well.”

      

The Gaels will travel to the WCC

Championships this weekend, and

will play Loyola Marymount, Port-

land or Santa Clara in the semi-final

round, which will be held on Sunday,

March 6th. Should they win that con-

test, they will advance to the finals for

the third straight year, which will be

held Monday the 7th.
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Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant

Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

For current rates call Kyle
at 925-314-5299.
“Providing Premier Loan products
and service from the most
experienced and  solution-oriented
professionals in your community.”

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This compari-
son is based solely on estimated figures and information available at the time
of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE
License #01327738.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103
Danville, CA 94526
CA DRE Lic. # 01327738

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms    INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 Up to $3,000,000

Interest Rate        APR              Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 3.150% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
5 Year Fixed 3.500% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
7 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 3.750% 3.750%
10 Year Fixed 4.875% 3.750% 4.875% 3.750%

Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.625% 4.750% 4.750% 4.850%
15 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.975% 4.250 % 4.350%




