
In what could be considered a

prelude to the annual Orinda in

Action Community Day, the Orinda

Better Homes and Gardens Mason-

McDuffie Real Estate office partic-

ipated in a company-wide ‘Giving

Day’ Project on March 5th.  The re-

altors met behind La Cucina to

work with members of the Friends

of Orinda Creeks at cleaning and

clearing the banks along the creek,

from the Chevron station to the

Bank of America building.  The

Friends’ ultimate goal is to create

an attractive walking path along the

creek with benches and pleasant

areas for lingering, but that will

take a few years.

     

The group numbered about 25

in all and after having some fresh

coffee, donated by Peet’s, and

bagels, everyone spread out and got

to work.  Their tasks included re-

moving litter, as well as other ob-

jects including an old vacuum

cleaner and fluorescent bulbs, cut-

ting back invasive plants such as

ivy and raspberry bushes, trimming

dead branches from trees, and

spreading bark chips.  Thankfully,

the weather cooperated and was

perfect for this kind of work, with

partial clouds and cool tempera-

tures.  Just over three hours of labor

produced two huge piles of green

waste, a few large bags of items for

recycling, and more bags and bins

of trash.  It was a productive and re-

warding day for everyone and

brought the Friends of Orinda

Creeks a little closer to their ulti-

mate goal.

     

All 36 local offices of Better

Homes and Gardens donated time

and resources to work on desig-

nated projects for some 30 charities

in their local communities on that

day.
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 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways
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“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC computer problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Personal training in your home, 

at your pace.
“Over the years 

techmommy has been our computer 
savior and guru, untangling our hardware
and software problems with remarkable
ease. Thank goodness for techmommy. 

We would be lost without her!”
– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

$25 OFFone session*

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

*exp. 5-15-2011

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services

Monica Bustamante
Licensed Owner

Free Estimates

(925) 348-3761

Community Service
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for

some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations
to submit news and information about their activities.

 Submissions can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Realtors and Friends Clean Creeks
Submitted by Tania DeGroot

Photo provided

Building Community in Moraga and Abroad
Submitted by Sharron Sue

Moraga Asian American

Club (MAAC) granted

$5,000 to worthy projects in

keeping with its mission to pro-

mote civic involvement and di-

versity efforts that value and

respect differences to build an in-

clusive community for all.

Grants this cycle were awarded

to: Moraga School District, Ha-

cienda Foundation of Moraga,

Moraga Education Foundation,

Moraga Library and the Northern

Japan Earthquake Relief Fund.

All the grantees are repeat recipi-

ents, with the exception of earth-

quake relief.  

     

Typically the Moraga Asian

American Club (MAAC) makes

charitable grants to local commu-

nity groups, but the Great Tohoku

Earthquake of March 11th spurred

MAAC to also help the people of

Japan with relief, recovery and re-

building from the devastating ef-

fects of the earthquake, subsequent

tsunami and radiation contamina-

tion.  MAAC is reaching out to

members, family, friends, and

community to raise $8,000 to help

the citizens of Japan by April 18th.

To encourage support of this cam-

paign, MAAC pledges to match

combined total donations up to

$4,000.  ($2,000 from MAAC

grants and $2,000 through the gen-

erosity of an anonymous donor.)  

     

100 percent of the proceeds

raised will go towards citizen re-

lief efforts on the ground in the

most affected areas via the North-

ern Japan Earthquake Relief Fund

established by the Japanese Cul-

tural Community Center of

Northern California (JCCCNC)

through long relationships they

have had since the 1995 Hanshin-

Awaji Earthquake centered in

Kobe.  Updates about the relief

efforts that are being supported

are available at: www.jcccnc.org

and hit the  “click here” button.

For more information on MAAC

or how to help, please contact

Sharron Sue at 925-376-2005 or

nssue@aol.com.  

(From left): Sharon Metcalf, Hacienda Foundation Vice President; Claire
Roth, Hacienda Foundation President; Janice Lieu, Treasurer MAAC; 
Teri Follete, MAAC-Japan Relief Fund Photo Sharron Sue

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority
Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 

• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 
• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of pleated

and washable filters.
Exp. May 15, 2011

Do business 

with a neighbor.

Student Art Will Provide Relief  to Japan
Submitted by John Fazel

Miramonte High School stu-

dent Alex Chen recently

paid a visit to the Lamorinda Sun-

rise Rotary Club to ask for help in

auctioning off his beautiful brush

painting (see photo). Proceeds

will be donated to the Japan relief

effort through the four local Ro-

tary clubs – Lamorinda Sunrise,

Lafayette, Orinda, and Moraga.

Chen presented his painting to the

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotarians and

discussed with them his plan to

raise money to help Japan after

the earthquake and tsunami.

     

Rotary International will

match 50% of all donations.  For

more information, contact John

Fazel of Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-

tary at (925) 324-2017 or run-

mtns@prodigy.net.

Alex Chen with his brush painting
Photo Don Reichert

925-377-8733

EAST BAY
TREE SERVICE
Professional Tree Care

Tree Service
FREE ESTIMATES

*1st Time Customers Only
Present Coupon with Payment

*

• Complete Tree Removal
(Large and Hazardous Tree Removal)

• Trim; Reduce weight/height
• View Enhancement
• Lot Clearing (Brush Chipping)
• Stump Grinding/Removal
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

www.eastbaytreeservice.com
Licensed, insured & bonded Lic.#805794
Locally owned and operated

377-TREE




