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By Cathy Dausman
“Welcome to the best kept secret in

Lamorinda,” says Ron Brown, as he

opens the door to a wondrous work-

shop.  The 20 by 45 foot bay (to call

it a garage is to call the Fourth of July

a “modest civic celebration”) seems

to hold every handheld and machine

powered ...    ... read on page C1
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By Marissa Harnett
Imagine watching a five

year boy practice chip shots

out of a bunker for five and

a half hours while his sister

plays in a golf tournament.

Child prodigy or just bored?

While the latter may con-

tain ...read on page B1

Freshman Golfer is One to
Watch

Can You Canoe?  
This Crew Can!

By Sophie Braccini
When John and Gwenn Lennox

decided to rebuild their home in

Lafayette, they knew they wanted

it to be energy efficient, to incorpo-

rate sustainable materials and have

a drought resistant landscape –but

they never imagined they would

end up  ....         ...read on page D1

The Cutting Edge of  Water
Use and Reuse

Quote of the Week:
"The Friends of the

Orinda Library, a non-

profit organization, is the

owner of Orinda’s won-

derful library." 

Read Letters to the
Editor, page A9

Sports B1-B4 Life in Lamorinda C1-C5 Our Homes D1-D8

Dollar Tree Opens For
Business in Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Sally Cony, who works in Lafayette, came up from Alamo with her husband
Keith to check out Moraga’s new Dollar Tree.  Photo Andy Scheck

Dollar Tree celebrated its soft

opening in Moraga’s Rheem

Center last Sunday with coffee and

donuts. The morning event at-

tracted many people in addition to

the Town officials who came out to

greet the newest store in the prolific

and successful retail chain.  Most

came out toting bags containing

products sold for just $1.00. The

store’s official grand opening will

take place on June 18.  

      

“Dollar Tree continues to grow

and we are excited to be joining the

community,” according to spokesper-

son Chelle Davis. “Our store is con-

veniently located, open seven days a

week, and provides the things cus-

tomers want and need.”

                   

... continued on page A10

Banner Days
Continue in Lafayette
By Cathy Dausman

They call to you wordlessly

along Mt. Diablo Boulevard,

urging you to visit the reservoir, sup-

port the arts, or touting our great

schools. They may or may not be

star-spangled, but the banners do

proudly wave in downtown

Lafayette, as they’ve been waiving

since 1999. And will continue to

wave, at least in the near future, de-

spite the recent threat of budget cuts. 

      

Lafayette City Council members

voted 3 to 1 on May 23 to continue

funding the program that City Man-

ager Steven Falk calls, “a rotating

public art program.”

      

When a downtown beautifica-

tion project in the mid 1990’s moved

Mt. Diablo Boulevard utility lines

underground, the city brought in Bat-

tery Park- style streetlights with ban-

ner poles. When the poles were in

place, the banners quickly followed. 

      

While mass-produced, generic

banners are readily available, Falk

says Lafayette wanted its banners to

be “custom-designed and unique.”

The banners, all twenty or thirty sets,

are usually changed out monthly but

the current design, “Land of the

Free,” aptly stays up through the

Fourth of July.  

      

Former Lafayette mayor and

City Council member Anne Grodin

was an early advocate for the ban-

ners.  Also active in the city’s Cham-

ber of Commerce, Grodin saw

banners used in other towns and felt

this was a great project to bring to

Lafayette. She felt the banners gave

Lafayette more of a “hometown

feel” and “encouraged people to

shop locally.” 

      

Banners cost $5,000 to design

and $5,000 to produce, and an addi-

tional $35 in city time and labor to

hang each double-sided set.

                 

... continued on page A10

Another Year of  Memories!
One sure sign that the end of the school year is near is the distribution of yearbooks. As students across Lamorinda eagerly line up for this year's edition, scrawling cheerful notes across

the pages of a year's worth of memories, seniors prepare for the big event and everyone looks forward to a fun-filled summer.  Congratulations to Lamorinda's graduates, whether

you're done with grade school, high school or college; we wish you the best of luck as you take the next step!

From left, Campolindo students Emily Berglund, Brooke Manini, Aya Lakers, Courtney Norton, Aeron Brackenbury, Sherry Griest, Sara Torchio, Bailey Finegold, Becca Frazier Photo Doug Kohen

This summer, Learn to Play the Piano!

“AMAZING!  Our son’s progress has far exceeded

our expectations.  He has learned more in 2 months

than I learned in 2 years!”

Simply Music is abreakthrough programthat has students ofall ages playing great-sounding classical,

blues, and contemporary songs from their

very first lessons.

Call 925-300-7561
www.simplymusic-lamorinda.com

Mention This Ad and Get 1 Month FREE!

R e s u l t s . M o r a g a . T a r a
www.TaraRochlin.com   925.586.3442   TaraRochlin@gmail.com

66 Shuey Drive, $1,315,000

1179 Larch Avenue, $849,000

1843 St. Andrews Drive, $925,000

4Bd + office, 2.5 Ba, >2900 sq.ft. Amazing 
remodeled indoor/outdoor dream home with

VIEWS. 1st open Sun 6/12 1-4.

4Bd/2.5BA + 1Bd/1Ba, 2332 sq.ft. on .38 acre, 
private courtyard and great lawn & patio play

space.  1st open Sun 6/12 1-4.

4Bd/2.5Ba, 3424 sq.ft. Tremendous value &
VIEWS in MCC - unltd Golf, Tennis & Swim. 

Open Sun 6/12 1-4 .



Come July, it’s going to cost

more to play ball in Lafayette.

Since the last fee increase for field

users was more than ten years ago,

and a recent analysis showed fees

were $20,000 short of covering their

share of maintenance costs, users will

soon be asked to pitch in a bit more.   

      

The $20,000 shortage is a prob-

lem, since City Manager Steven Falk

took a close look at all city expenses

and recommended cutting $500,000

in annual general fund expenses as

part of the 2010-2011 mid-year

budget review.  Presuming flat rev-

enue and increasing police costs, all

city departments, including Parks

Trails and Recreation, were in-

structed to eat their fair share of the

budget-cut pie.

      

Jennifer Russell, Parks Trails and

Recreation Director, held four meet-

ings and invited all of the sports field

users to help look for a solution, “We

had a good back and forth discussion,

although we didn’t always agree.  We

looked at established policies and ac-

tual maintenance and utility costs,”

she said. 

      

Parks Trails and Recreation Com-

mission Vice-Chair Mark Poole ex-

plained that everyone understood the

need for the fee increase, “The ques-

tion was how much and on whom?”

      

It’s complicated dividing up a

limited resource among disparate

user groups, while keeping in mind

the need for adequate field time.  A

number of factors were analyzed: es-

tablished fee policies and the existing

preferential use agreement with

Lafayette Little League, a variety of

league sizes – some are substantially

larger than others – whether an or-

ganization is completely run by par-

ent volunteers, and more.  One

important component is the quantity

of Lafayette children who play in

Lafayette Little League – their par-

ents are paying taxes to the city. 

      

Soccer and Lacrosse fees are al-

ready slightly higher than baseball

and softball because of greater wear

and tear of the fields, but their fees

will rise too. 

      

There’s a substantial range of

field use time, for example Lafayette

Little League uses Buckeye Fields on

St. Mary’s Road for approximately

2,500 hours per year, while Lafayette

Moraga Youth Association (LMYA)

soccer only uses it for 275 hours.  The

Community Park fields are also heav-

ily used by Lafayette Little League at

1,500 hours, while the Lamorinda

Baseball Academy uses them for only

for 184 hours.    

      

At a recent City Council meeting

Randy Russo, Board Member of

LMYA said, “Field cost is our biggest

expense.  We went through the num-

bers, and we can handle an increase

now – but a future increase will be

very difficult.”  He added that LMYA

is a recreational league; they strive to

keep prices reasonable.

      

Maintenance and utilities for the

entire Lafayette Community Park

costs $129,000 per year, most of that,

$107,700, is spent on maintenance

and utilities at the sports fields, and

supporting facilities.  Buckeye Fields’

costs are similar, with maintenance

and utilities of $122,300; $101,200 of

that is spent on upkeep of the sports

fields.

      

All of the various versions of

plans were weighed to arrive at an

hourly rate that could be applied uni-

formly.  The new fee schedule divides

user groups into categories: estab-

lished seasonal leagues with over

75% Lafayette residency, Club or Se-

lect teams, daily camps, clinics and

tournaments, then finally hourly

short-term rentals.  

      

In the old system Lafayette Little

League and Lafayette Soccer paid a set

amount per team; starting in July, in-

stead of the set fee, it will cost

Lafayette Little League $8 per hour per

field; Lafayette Soccer Leagues will

pay $15 per hour per field.  Club and

Select teams that had paid $8 to $12

per hour per field in the past will start

paying $20 - $25 per field, per hour.

Finally day camps and clinics will see

their rates go from $115 per day for

baseball and softball to $180, with sim-

ilar increases for soccer and lacrosse.
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Rude Wake-up Call, 5/24/11 A

woman woke up to find an in-

truder hovering over her in her

residence.  He punched her in

the face; she called police.  He

grabbed her keys and fled in her

car, taking her cell phone and

$1,000 in cash with him.   

One DUI Wasn’t Enough?

5/28/11 Police running a DMV

check during a routine traffic

stop uncovered two outstanding

warrants ($25,000 each) on the

driver.  The charges were DUI

related, and the suspect had a

suspended license.  The suspect

was booked at Martinez Deten-

tion Facility, where, presum-

ably, there will be no more

driving.

The Best Intentions, 5/24/11 An

octogenarian sent three checks

totaling over $63,000 to a

phone scam artist before report-

ing the incidents to police.  

Who Let the Dogs Out? 5/28/11

Police from Lafayette, Moraga

and Orinda were involved in re-

sponding to a burglar alarm set

off on Canyon Road in

Lafayette.  They shortly re-

sponded to a second trespassing

in the area and called in the

dogs.  Sheriff’s department K-9

team failed to find the suspect,

described as a twenty-some-

thing male. 

Bitter Coffee Break, 5/29/11

After stopping at a coffee shop,

a woman searched to find the

wallet she thinks she dropped in

the Whole Foods parking lot.

She didn’t find the wallet,

which was said to contain her

driver’s license, credit cards and

$2,000 in Nordstrom gift cards.

Sounds like a stakeout in Wal-

nut Creek might be in order…

Police Report

City Council
Monday, June 13, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, June 20, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Monday, June 13, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

Civic News

Behind Whole Foods
3502-D Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette     925-299-9007

Lafayette City Budget Balanced
By Cathy Tyson

This year’s Lafayette budget is

looking just a little rosier than

last year for a number of reasons.

Due to improving retail sales – appar-

ently residents really are shopping

Lafayette first –General Fund rev-

enues have increased over $200,000

from last year;  throw in no pay in-

creases or cost of living adjustments

for city employees and keeping actual

expenses below projected amounts

and it adds up to a balanced budget

with an extra $223 to spare.

      

The next fiscal year could be even

brighter, according to City Manager

Steven Falk, “We have seen encour-

aging signs of growth in the local

economy that we believe will increase

Lafayette’s sales tax receipts by as

much as $300,000 next year.”

      

The City’s savings account is

nothing short of spectacular - reserves

are projected to be $9.8 million – the

equivalent to 86% of General Fund ex-

penditures, substantially over the City

Council’s target of 50%.  That’s like a

family having over ten months worth

of salary earning interest in the bank.

“The five year forecast suggests that by

continuing to budget conservatively

and control expenses, the City will

continue to meet its reserve targets in

the foreseeable future,” said Falk.  

      

Cuts made in December, the mid-

dle of the budget cycle, helped keep

the overall budget balanced.  The

biggest savings came from eliminat-

ing the canine officer position and

trimming city support for the Art and

Wine Festival and the Reservoir Run,

eliminating the Planning Intern posi-

tion and stretching out the time be-

tween landscape maintenance along

with adjusting fees for use of city ball

fields.

      

Support of the banner program

was on the chopping block and a re-

quest by the Town of Moraga for

Lafayette to pay a share of the parking

cost at the Skate Park was discussed

at a recent City Council meeting.  “It’s

a safety issue,” said Jay Ingram of

Moraga Parks and Recreation.  He

asked both Lafayette and Orinda to

pitch in 25% each of the cost to pave

the gravel parking area.    

      

Although the skate park is located

in Moraga, all three Lamorinda mu-

nicipalities shared the cost of con-

struction and on-going maintenance.

The Town of Moraga is now asking

Orinda and Lafayette to contribute

25% (or $67,000) each, while Moraga

picks up 50% of the cost of paving. 

Playing Ball Just Got More Expensive
By Cathy Tyson

Lafayette Little League players Ross Ney, Jack Larsen and Michael O’Don-
nell pose after winning a game at Buckeye Fields.  Photo C. Tyson

Dana Green Proudly Presents…. Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah  Kellar
Lic. #01805955

www.DanaGreenTeam.com (925) 339-1918
Dana@DanaGreenTeam.com

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE IN HAPPY VALLEY! TREASURED HAPPY VALLEY TRADITIONAL! TRAIL NEIGHBORHOOD CHARMER!

3 BD/2 BA, 
1882 sq. ft. main
w/detached 
1 BD/1BA on 
.46 acre 
property. 

$899,000

1st Open Sun. 1-4 3BD+detached
bonus/3BA,
2410 sq. ft. on
resort-like 
.67-acre 
property. 

$1,359,000

3BD/2BA, 
1526 sq. ft.
main &
1BD/1BA, 372
sq. ft. cottage
on .24-acre
property.

$829,000
996 Hawthorne Dr., Lafayette

www.996HawthorneDrive.com
1037 Via Nueva, Lafayette 

www.1037ViaNueva.com
4 Rancho Diablo Rd., Lafayette

www.4RanchoDiablo.com

What’s going on with the Bike Park?
The long anticipated Lafayette Bike Park is in a holding pattern
while government agencies are doing lengthy reviews as part of
the required permit process.  The City of Lafayette Parks Trails and
Recreation Department has been working with bike park consult-
ants, Hilride, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the US Army
Corps of Engineers along with a biological consultant to ensure the
proposed bike park is in compliance with the California Environ-
mental Quality Act and state and federal permit regulations.
“We appreciate your patience while we work through this
process.  We are committed to complying with the environmen-
tal regulations and creating a safe and fun bike riding facility for
people of all ages and skill levels in the community of Lafayette,”
said Jennifer Russell, Parks Trails and Recreation Director.

Sally Holmes Explosion at Mt.
Diablo Nursery and Garden

Although they were pruned down to canes this winter, these
Sally Holmes roses, planted by shop owners Garth and
Marcia Jacober, are in full bloom near the rear of the store.  

Photo C. Tyson
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Road Repair
Campaign Begins
By Cathy Tyson

Don’t be afraid, that really isn’t

someone selling magazines on

your front porch. Committee Co-

Chairs Guy Atwood and John Hall are

just ramping up the Fix Our Roads

campaign.  Their goal is to gather the

2,000 signatures necessary to get a

road repair initiative on the November

ballot; the signed petition would need

to get to the  City Council by approx-

imately July 1 to be included on the

ballot. 

      

They propose a flat tax of $89 per

equivalent residential parcel, for a pe-

riod of ten years or less, to repair the

City’s remaining failed public roads

and drains.  If the measure gets on the

ballot and passes, the City Council

has committed to contributing $3 mil-

lion to the road repair effort.

      

“We sent out a postcard about a

week and a half ago to those people

living on failed roads and recently re-

paired roads to alert them that we

would be collecting signatures

shortly,” said Atwood.  This will be

the first test for the proposed measure

– if residents on failed roads aren’t

willing to support the measure, that’s

as far as it will go, said Atwood.

      

In 2007 a measure came close,

with 63.6% of the vote, but didn’t gar-

ner the 66.6% required by law.  This

effort is different – the tax amount is

$89 compared with $150, and tax

timeframe is ten years, rather than a

thirty year bond repayment schedule.

Commercial properties and apartment

buildings will pay their fair share, and

there will be no bonds, no debt and no

interest.  

      

The Acalanes Valley Homeown-

ers Association, the Lafayette Cham-

ber of Commerce and the Lafayette

Homeowners Council are supporting

the proposed measure.

Petition Co-Chairs Ann Burns and Traci Reilly with Committee Co-Chair 
Guy Atwood  Photo C. Tyson

Meet Lilo Heller 
and Tom Adams
Sunday, June 12, 1-3pm
Oakwood Health Club
Wine and hors d’oeuvres to be served

For more information contact Michael Heller
925-998-2150 | mlheller78@hotmail.com

BOOK
SIGNING

Tom Admans

COLUMBIA 
All Ladies Shorts, 
Capris, T-Shirts, 
Vests & Jackets 

30% 
NOW 19.99 to 39.99 

CARIBBEAN JOE 
All Early Spring 

Novelty T’s, Pants, 
Tops and Capris 

40% 
NOW 16.80 to 23.99 

C.M. SPORT 
All Spring Tees 

All Styles & Colors 
¾ Slv. & Short Slv. 

50% 
NOW 10.99 to 16.99 

PAPAGALLO 
Print Tunics, 

Novelty T’s, Polos 
and Capris  

50% 
NOW 13.99 to 21.99 

CATHY DANIELS 
Entire Stock of 

Spring and Summer 
Sportswear 

40% 
NOW 25.20 to 35.99 

SWIMWEAR 
All Maxines 

Caribbean Joe 
and Penbrooke 

30% 
NOW 25.20 to 50.40 

LIVE A LITTLE 
Spring, Light Twill 
Fashion Jackets 

Orig. 68.00 

60% 
NOW 26.99 

PEARTREE PT. 
Spring, French Terry 

Knit Jackets 
Vests and Capris 

65% 
NOW 12.99 

ALFRED DUNNER 
Great Selection of 

Blouses, Sweaters, 
Pants and Tops 

40% 
NOW 25.20 to 37.20 

JANE ASHLEY 
All Crinkle Cotton 

Long and Short, Multi 
Tiered Skirts 

50% 
NOW 16.99 

DOCKERS 
Entire Stock of 

Ladies Shorts, Capris 
and Bermudas 

30% 
NOW 25.20 to 29.40 

ALL RUBY RD. 
Entire Spring 

Collection of Blouses, 
Tops, Skirts & Capris 

30% 
NOW 13.99 to 44.80 

SALEM STRAITS 
All Crinkle Cotton 
Jackets, Capris, 
Pants. 10 Colors 

60% 
NOW 12.99  

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

 

9 Bay Area Stores to serve you! 
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
 Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 
 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210 

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
 Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 
 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
 Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 
 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 

Up 
To 



By all appearances, Moraga res-

idents who favor traffic calm-

ing measures are more likely to get

their wish for new stop signs on

Campolindo Drive than on Larch

Avenue.  Two groups of neighbors

followed the same process of public

meetings and petitions outlined in

the Traffic Calming Guide.  A

group of Larch residents were

stopped in their tracks because half

of the abutting neighbors opposed

new stop signs; but some Cam-

polindo residents will proceed to

the Town Council with a favorable

recommendation. 

      

It’s been eight months since Re-

becca and Christopher Maher

started expressing their interest in

having two new stop signs added at

the intersection of Campolindo Dr.

and Calle La Montana—at this

time, there are stop signs only on

Calle La Montana.  The Mahers,

who live a short distance from the

intersection and have four young

children, communicated concerns

about the excessive speed of vehi-

cles traveling on Campolindo Dr.

and about the grade and bend in the

roadway near the intersection that

limits visibility for drivers entering

Campolindo from Calle La Mon-

tana. A report from Chief of Police

Bob Priebe supported their con-

cerns.  

      

The Mahers were informed by

the Town of the requirements set by

the Traffic Calming Guide:  The

owners of at least 75% of the prop-

erties abutting the sign area must

approve of the new stop signs; and

70% of those who own nearby

properties must approve. “For us it

was a matter of getting signatures

from 65 homes, and it was quite a

challenge with 4 young children,”

said R. Maher, “that’s why it took

so long.”  

      

Although 100% of the owners

of properties abutting the intersec-

tion approved of new stop signs,

they came up two signatures short

of 70% approval from nearby prop-

erties. 

“Some neighbors further away said

they would not be affected (by new

signs) because by the time drivers

reached their homes they would al-

ready have sped up,” said R. Maher,

“so they declined to have their

name and phone number listed.”  

      

Traffic Safety Advisory Com-

mittee (TSAC) member Rev. John

Valentine expressed the concern

that approving the project could set

a precedent.  “The document (Traf-

fic Calming Guide) requires that

70% approve via petition,” he said,

“We need to be alert to the fact that

in the future … we might get a res-

ident would refer to today’s deci-

sion.”  Valentine nonetheless

moved to approve sending the proj-

ect to the Town Council for discus-

sion; the Committee agreed,

demonstrating a willingness to

abide by the spirit of the Guide

rather than the letter. 

      

If the Council approves the new

installation, the cost of the signs

and related red curbing will be

borne by the project proponents

with no net cost to the Town.
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Scream, not the movie,

5/30/11 Officers responded to

a report of someone screaming

in the Augusta Drive area.

Turns out, there was a married

couple who had been drinking

and having a heated disagree-

ment.  Cops determined no

physical contact was made

and both subjects agreed to

stay in separate rooms (neutral

corners?) for the night.

Car accident, 5/30/11 At Mor-

aga Road and Corliss Drive a

car drove off the roadway and

the female driver was injured

at just after 10:00 in the morn-

ing.  An off-duty paramedic

and a doctor were able to sta-

bilize the driver until para-

medics arrived.  At this time,

it’s unclear whether the driver

was under the influence or

suffered a medical condition

that lead to the collision.

Runaway, 5/27/11 Police were

dispatched to a Moraga home

on a report of a missing male

juvenile.  The father informed

cops that his 15-year-old son

had left home in morning,

leaving a note that said he was

running away.  Turns out, after

making some phone calls, the

young man was with a friend

in the Walnut Creek area.

Chest pains, 5/26/11 A 19-

year-old Ascot Drive resident

was worried that he might

have overdosed on metham-

phetamine, so he called 911.

The subject was having chest

pains after smoking crystal

meth.  Paramedics transported

the young man to John Muir

Hospital.

False alarms, 5/26/11 –

5/30/11 Officers responded to

alarms going off at three resi-

dences – Merrill Cirlce, twice

at Lenelle Court and Hardie

Drive. Each time cops sur-

veyed the perimeter and there

appeared to be nothing un-

usual or suspicious and no

signs of forced entry.  Perhaps

the alarm scared off potential

burglars, or maybe the alarms

malfunctioned.    

Police Report

Town Council
Wednesday, June 8, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, June 22, 7:00 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,

1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission
Monday, June 20, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review
Monday, June 13, 7:00 pm

Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

Liaison
Friday, June 10, 8:00 am

Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident
Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

Moraga’s Budget: No Fat Left to Cut
By Sophie Braccini  

Emily Boyd, Moraga’s Interim

Administrative Services Direc-

tor, presented a balanced operating

budget for 2011/2012 to the Town’s

Audit and Finance Committee on

May 25. The story is a familiar one -

Moraga operates within its means;

Moraga is lean; Moraga is frugal; and

Moraga is ‘the new normal.’  

      

This begs some questions. After

all non-essential items have been cut,

doesn’t the Town now have to curtail

expenses that will impact services to

residents?  Won’t the lack of invest-

ment and projects for the Town end

up creating an economically stagnant

community?  Both the Town Man-

ager and the Mayor answer ‘no’, and

despite harsh times for municipal fi-

nances, these public officials say they

want to develop a long-term vision for

the Town.

      

One of the cost-saving features of

the 2011/2012 budget is that the po-

sition held by Senior Planner Rich

Chamberlain will not be filled when

the long-time staffer retires in No-

vember of 2011.  Planning Director

Lori Salamack is leaving this sum-

mer; she will be replaced – Town

Manager Jill Keimach indicated that

she is interviewing some very inter-

esting candidates at this time.  The

only staff left in Planning who possess

institutional knowledge of the town’s

history will be Assistant Planner

Kelly Suronen and Administrative

Assistant Kelly Clancy.  

      

“Rich’s (Chamberlain) position

will not be filled for now,” says

Keimach because, “we do not foresee

a volume of development in Town re-

quiring the filling of that position.  But

we are not suppressing it.  When

things start to pick up, and additional

revenue comes in, we will hire some-

one.”  Keimach does not believe that

projects such as Rancho Laguna,

Palos Colorados, or the Moraga Cen-

ter Specific Plan Area will start gen-

erating staff work for many months.  

      

The tight budget does not allow

for many capital improvement proj-

ects.  A large part of the revenue for

capital improvements comes from

one-time grants and is assigned to

specific projects; like the $737,000 in

funding from Measure WW that must

be used for parks and recreation and

is financing the renovation of the

Camino Pablo Elementary School

sports field. 

      

The only significant improve-

ment project is the continuation of the

renovation of the Town-owned build-

ing at 329 Rheem Blvd.  Many of the

other tasks aimed at reviving the town

are managed by volunteers who offer

free expertise when they have the

time; such as the Town Council and

the Economic Action Team.

      

“One of the Council’s goals for

the year is to develop a long term

strategic financial plan,” says Mayor

Karen Mendonca, who is among

those not paid to serve, “Jill

(Keimach) and I are used to working

with such plans. That helps for devel-

oping a long- term strategy.”   The

Town Council will approve the

budget at a future meeting.

Better Yield for
Developer’s Fees?

The two million dollar fee the
Town of Moraga received from
the Richfield Investments Cor-
poration, which will eventually
construct 100 + homes on its
Palos Colorados property, sits
in an account with a very mini-
mal yield. No investment strat-
egy was ever proposed for this
money, other than to keep it as
“bank” for the Town. Council
members have asked staff, in
the past, to seek other options.
The challenge is to find a safe
investment with high liquidity.
At a May 25 meeting, Finance
Committee member Gary
Breaux offered to look into op-
tions that could double the
yield without compromising
the safety of the investment;
he will report back.

Popular Process Works
By Sophie Braccini  

Summer Concerts Start
Next Week at the Commons
By Sophie Braccini 

All shows 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 16 Rukatan Latin & Reggae
Thursday, June 23 GatorBeat Cajun
Thursday, June 30 Pladdogh Celtic (local)
Thursday, July 14 Lady K & the Kings of Swing Big Band & swing
Thursday, July 21 Moonalice Early SF rock
Thursday, July 28 Mixed Nuts Standards & covers
Thursday, August 4 Because Beatles tribute
Thursday, August 11 HouseRockers Winner KFOX's 2011 

"Last Band Standing" competition
Thursday, August 18 littledog2 Moraga’s rock band

The Moraga Park Foundation is

ready to begin the popular free

summer concert series at the Moraga

Commons Park (corner of Moraga

Rd. and St Mary’s Rd.)  According to

the Foundation, the lawsuit that a res-

ident living in the vicinity is pursuing

against the Town does not impact this

25+ year old tradition because, “The

lawsuit (is) related to a provision of

the Town’s sound ordinance and will

not directly impact the Summer Con-

certs,” wrote the Foundation in a press

release, “Summer concerts will go

forward as planned.”  

      

The 2011 concert season kicks off

on Thursday, June 16 with Rukatan, a

Latin and Reggae music group.  The

free concerts will continue every

Thursday evening, with the exception

of the first week of July, when the

Thursday concert is replaced by a

Monday concert that is part of the

day-long 4th of July festivities. 

Fun in the Sun at 
Sun Valley Swim Club!
Sun Valley has been the summer home for Lamorinda
families since 1953. With a six-lane pool and lap swimming
for adults, splash pool for toddlers, BBQ grills for after-swim
dinners with your friends & neighbors, a schedule packed
full of fun events and the proud home of the acclaimed Sun
Valley Rays Swim team - there’s just no 
better place to enjoy the summer!

Membership registration 
is going on now!

sunvalleypool.com.
FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:

925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us
or download registration form at campofootball.com

DATES:   July 11 thru July 22 (M – F)
TIMES:   1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:      $300 (T-shirt included)

EST.                  1996

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Sign up TODAY for Summer Fun with 
Moraga’s own Recreation Leaders!

Camp Hacienda, June 13 – August 12 (pick one week or all weeks)

Summer Park Program, July 11- August 19 (pick one or both months)
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Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for

cooktops and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/15/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

Tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

+$300

tax credit

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

We’re polypipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

Family-owned and
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

We Hop To It!

Controlling the Wild Things
By Sophie Braccini   

The cover story of the late May

edition of The Economist is

about the ‘Anthropocene,” a new ge-

ologic chronological term for our time

characterized by the reshaping of the

planet by humans. Wilderness is be-

coming increasingly irrelevant, be-

cause the world’s ecosystems are

increasingly dominated by creatures

that fare well in an environment dom-

inated by humans while their wilder,

natural predators are disappearing. In

the suburban environment, where

readily accessible food abounds, we

see the proliferation of what some call

pests – such as skunks, raccoons or

turkeys – while mountain lions and

other predators that could control

these populations are pushed further

away.  Humans do not always react

positively to this cohabitation with

semi-rural wildlife.

      

Cherrie Grant lives in one of

Moraga’s peaceful neighborhood that

adjoins open space.  In a recent letter

to her neighbors, the former Moraga

mayor explains the steps she took to

address the increasing skunk problem

on her property. She contacted Contra

Costa Vector Control and Inspector

Joe Cleope came to her house to sur-

vey the problem.  

      

“He (Cleope) has apparently re-

moved about six skunks from our

area, and has had several other calls,”

she said,  “Unless we all cooperate,

the problem will become increasingly

worse.”  Cleope could not find a

skunk den at Grant’s house and will

have to trap somewhere else.  “The

problem is that some residents are

leaving cat food outside their homes,”

adds Grant, “and it encourages all sort

of animals to get closer to homes.”  

      

She hopes that more neighbors

will call on Vector Control, which is

a free service. As far as skunks are

concerned, Vector Control can inter-

vene if the animals are considered a

potential rabies vector, but not for

odiferous issues.  The free public

service was established at the begin-

ning of the 20th century to prevent the

spreading of diseases such as malaria.

Today Vector Control continues its ef-

forts to protect the public from emerg-

ing diseases.  They are well known

for mosquito control programs, and

removal of ground-nesting yellow

jackets.  They also assist cities that

have problems with mice and rats.

But Vector Control does not offer a

solution for raccoons or turkeys.

      

In Moraga, turkeys continue to fly

around and nest in the hills. 

                   

... continued on page A10

apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

712 Ironbark Court, Orinda

Orindawoods. . . Streets with sidewalks. Bus
stops for great schools! 3+bd/2.5ba, single family
home with office, HOA includes: pool, tennis,
BART shuttle, greenbelts. Beautifully updated.
Mint condition.
$1,099,999 Debra Trevarthen

981 Calle Verde, Martinez

Elegant Contemporary in a serene setting. 
Privacy, pool, outdoor kitchen and a smashing,
4300+/-sf home built in 2002. Resort amenities.
Five bedrooms, bonus room, loft office, gourmet
kitchen, lush gardens, outdoor kitchen, gazebo
and more.
$1,599,000 Bill Finnegan

798 Augusta Drive, Moraga

Rare Opportunity! On the golf course. Single
level, detached home in Moraga Country Club
with a flat yard and spectacular views of the 
6th fairway. All updated with vaulted ceilings,
hardwood floors, 3-car garage. All club amenities
included.
$995,000 Alan Marks

3662 West Road, Lafayette

Perfect downtown location. Charming, three 
bedroom home in downtown Lafayette. Updated
kitchen and baths, new paint, hardwood floors.
Very close to restaurants, shopping, BART. Level,
fenced yard, 2-car garage plus additional parking.
$749,000 Alan Marks

We Have Buyers 

Ready to Play Ball. . .

We Have Buyers 

Ready to Play Ball. . .

As baseball is now underway,

the home selling season is also

in full swing. With interest

rates at an all-time low, we

have buyers on deck ready to

make an offer on your home.

Call us today and put our 

experience to work for you!

As baseball is now underway,

the home selling season is also

in full swing. With interest

rates at an all-time low, we

have buyers on deck ready to

make an offer on your home.

Call us today and put our 

experience to work for you!

Adrian the cat surveys a skunk in the backyard. Photo Cherie Grant
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Residential burglary, 5/30/11 A

Scenic Drive resident was out of

town for the weekend and asked

his mom to check on the house.

Upon her arrival, she noticed

that the place had been burglar-

ized.  Alleged thief or thieves

jumped over a small locked

fence and forced entry via a

bathroom window.  Several

items were taken; an exact in-

ventory is still being compiled.

Burglary, 5/20/11 An Estates

Drive resident left home in the

morning and came home in the

evening to find the back door

and garage door smashed.  The

victim is not sure if anything

besides two coin jars valued at

approximately $150 were

taken.  Damage to doors and

frames estimated at $800.

Burglary, 5/27/11 An unknown

suspect entered an unoccupied

El Verano home and removed

unidentified property worth ap-

proximately $1500.  No finger-

prints or witnesses at this time.

5/24/1,  Again an unknown sus-

pect forced entry through the

front door into a home on El

Toyonal.  A computer was taken,

along with a digital camera, two

game systems and consoles plus

games.  Burglar(s) took a 52”

flat panel TV from the living

room, but left it in the kitchen.

Burglary, 5/23/11  Someone

forced entry into an El Gavilan

home between 8:00 and 4:00

p.m. and removed property

worth approximately $2,000.

Unfortunately nothing was seen

or heard. 

Burglary, 5/23/11 Once again

an unknown suspect kicked in a

front door of an Estates Drive

home and took jewelry, elec-

tronics and a 52” TV and exited

via the front door.  The lower

level of the home appeared to

be untouched.  Estimated loss

$14,800; $1,500 worth of dam-

age to the door. 

Police Report

City Council
Tuesday, June 21, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, June 14, at 7:00 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Art in Public Places
Committee
Monday, June 20 at 3:30 PM
Orinda Library, May Room

26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

Certified Green Builder

      

 

 

 

 
  

          

 

Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

(925) 376-5717
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

Burglaries and Arrests Up in Orinda
OPD launches prevention program
By Andrea A. Firth

There were 26 residential burglaries in

Orinda between January and April, a

fairly significant increase in property crime

for a community that typically has an aver-

age of two to four residential burglaries a

month. Orinda’s increased number of home

break-ins corresponds directly with an in-

crease in the number of residential burglaries

in several nearby cities during the same pe-

riod, according to Orinda Police Chief Jeff

Jennings. 

      

The Contra Costa County Sherriff’s De-

partment was able to provide Jennings and

his team with a crime map and statistical

data to help them develop a plan of action.

The Orinda Police Department (OPD) also

reached out to the community through

emails alerts to help track down leads. A tip

line was also established which led Orinda

Police to two separate suspects. Subse-

quently in April and May, the OPD made ten

arrests related to commercial and residential

burglaries and possession of stolen property.

      

Jennings says recently the OPD has

found burglars working in groups of two to

four. Often they choose a home where the

entrance is not clearly visible from the street

or by neighbors. If the perpetrators find no

one is home after knocking on the front door,

they proceed to a side or service door and

kick it in. A common denominator for

homes that get burglarized is that there is no

home alarm system or the alarm is not acti-

vated. “These guys are opportunists. They

are in and out of the home really quick,”

says Jennings, noting that they take items

like electronics that they can resell quickly.

      

To help residents better protect their

homes from burglary, the OPD recently

launched a program to educate homeowners

and make safety recommendations for home

security. Residents can request a member of

the OPD visit the home, by appointment, to

perform a security audit. The audit takes

about 15 minutes and assesses a number of

factors related to the exterior and interior se-

curity of the home. The intent of the pro-

gram is to minimize the risk of burglary and

make the home less attractive to potential

burglars.

      

“Orinda is one of the safest cities in the

nation,” says Jennings, “Property crimes are

what we deal with here.”

      

To schedule a home security audit, con-

tact the Orinda Police Department non-

emergency number at (925) 254-6820.

Business Watch in Orinda
A group of Orinda business owners/representatives re-
cently attended a meeting, hosted by Dina Zapanta of
First Republic Bank, with Orinda Police Sergeant Neil
Rafanan to discuss crime prevention in their down-
town businesses.   These new Business Watch mem-
bers, supported by the Chamber of Commerce, will
meet every month to discuss issues and prevention
measures.

“There is much interest in this topic and I’m glad
the Chamber is filling the need,” said Chamber Presi-
dent Sue Breedlove after the meeting, “As an advocate
for the business community, this is something we
should definitely take the lead on.”   

One hot topic was the after- school crowd – appar-
ently some of the middle school kids are creating prob-
lems.  “They run into Loard’s, steal candy, and run out,”
said Breedlove,  “The toy store in Theatre Square limits
(unaccompanied) kids to three in the store at one time
because of the problems they create as a crowd.”  

The next Watch meeting is scheduled for 8:00 a.m.
on June 28, at Table 24.   “The group expressed interest
in meeting every month for these first few months and
then move to quarterly,” added Breedlove, “the follow-
ing month we’ll move to the other side of town or
meet at City Hall.”  The meeting is open to all Orinda
businesses. S. Braccini

Miramonte Students Create Digital Model of  Downtown
By Aleksandr Auzers

Teacher Aileen Gell is proud

of what the students in her

Architectural Design course at

Miramonte High School have

achieved this year. For the past

several months, Gell’s class has

labored to produce a three-dimen-

sional digital model of Orinda’s

downtown, which is now nearly

75% complete. When finished,

the model could serve as an inte-

gral tool for facilitating commu-

nity discussion regarding the

future planning of Orinda’s com-

mercial district.

     

To create the model, the stu-

dents have been mentored by

Orinda residents Peter Hasselman,

an internationally renowned urban

planner, and designer Michael

Woodcox; these professionals

have led lectures and discussion

periods, and coached students in

the use of computerized modeling

tools. This unique collaboration

has given the Miramonte students

the opportunity to work on a real-

world project, and access to ex-

pertise seldom encountered

outside of the workplace.

     

Both Hasselman and Wood-

cox are members of OrindaVi-

sion, a group which has proposed

ideas for how the land- and

streetscape of Orinda’s Cross-

roads and Village might evolve in

the future. According to Wood-

cox, OrindaVision wants to pro-

mote a dialogue in the

community, to spur residents to

think about the City’s architec-

tural future.  The model, as a com-

ponent of that goal, is intended as

a sort of “conversation starter” for

area residents.  

     

The students’ model is impres-

sive. Produced with inexpensive

software running on ordinary

computer workstations, the digital

replica of the city can be viewed

from any angle. With a few clicks

of the mouse, it’s even possible to

get a pedestrian’s view of the

downtown buildings, which

sprout up on both sides of a vir-

tual Moraga Way, proportionally-

accurate and quite lifelike. 

            

... continued on next page

One portion of the virtual model of Orinda’s downtown.  
Photo A. Auzers, courtesy of A. Gell and M. Wilcox

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

“Over the years 
techmommy has been our computer 

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease. Thank

goodness for techmommy. We would be lost 
without her!” – Dan & Colleen, 

Moraga

$25 OFFone session*

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

*exp. 6-30-2011

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Learn all of the software on your computer.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.
• Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.
• Learn the latest software back-up techniques.
• Personal training in your home, at your pace.

Would you like to
Hear Better?

Summit
H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

355 Village Square, Orinda

(925) 254-6960

Orinda resident Al Koorji of
Lamorinda Hearing Center has
been quietly helping Lamorinda
hear better for the last 10 years. 

Al is inviting you for a   
complementary:
• Consultation
• Hearing evaluation
• 30 day trial on a hearing 

aid - no obligation
• Hearing ad cleaning 

& repair

Prepare to hear better.
Call Today!

925.360.9588   925.708.9515   WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COM

DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

Classic,

Russian Hill

Edwardian,

Renovated

Condo.

1934 Leavenworth, San Francisco

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

NEW PRICE! Open Sat& Sun 1-4
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Espresso • Coffee Beans 
Desserts • Sandwiches

Soups • Salads

Open Mon-Fri 6:30am-5pm
Sat 7am-3:00pm

GeppettoÊs of Orinda

Bring a Cup, Coffee’s a Buck
M – F 6:30-9:00am

87 Orinda Way 

253-9894

Commuter Special:

Miramonte
Students
Create
Digital
Model of
Downtown
... continued from page A6

Yarn Art Hits the Plaza

MORAGA $1,475,000
4/3. GREAT Spacious home in Sanders

Ranch offers updated kitchen and private

yard with pool.

Elena Hood  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,499,000
4/3. Stunning, sophisticated, rebuilt
contemporary. Pano views, and dramatic
vaulted ceilings.

Val Durantini 925-253-4600 

LAFAYETTE $5,000,000
4/4. Secluded Sleepy Hollow Estate.

Gracefully remodeled Mediterranean. Pano

views. Lap & infinity pools.

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,450,000
5/4. New LOW price!

Exquisite remodel includes a wine cellar,

upscale amenities and guest house.

Karen Richardson 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,898,000
4/3. Speaks Volume!

Contemporary & sophisticated gated estate.

Style & distinction in the hills of Happy Vly.

Audrey Neale  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $3,378,000
5/3. Happy Valley 1930s Estate. Notable

1930’s Estate has architectural charm,

views & tennis court. 

McCann & Castello 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,650,000
5/6.5
Timeless Happy Valley Estate. Premium
corner lot, gated 1.26 acres w/pool.
The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

ORINDA $2,215,000
4/2.5. Handsome & spacious single
Lvl home, large private lot, breathtaking
Views, top schools.
Woodward & Holt 925-253-4600

MORAGA $1,795,000
3/3. Gorgeous custom estate on a 1.16 acre
private lot with stunning setting.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600

The Real Estate Firm People Trust

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunityg g q pp y
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 00313415

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE
californiamoves.com

ORINDA $3,995,000
5/4. Pure Elegance! Situated on a gated 

cul-de-sac, this home offers the ultimate in

privacy and luxury.

Jamie Roder  925-253-4600 

Coldwell Banker Orinda would like to
congratulate this years winners of the

2011 Spencer Neale Memorial Scholarship 
for Excellence in Art

2011 Campolindo High School Graduates
Erin O’Connell
Michelle Singh

Ranked first in sales 
volume and transactions
among the San Francisco

Bay Area’s real estate
companies in 2011.

The colorful wool sock that now

serves as a sheath for the undu-

lating metal bike rack in Orinda’s Li-

brary Plaza is a perfect fit. The City’s

Art in Public Places program has

filled the outdoor space with vibrant

sculpture by several Bay Area artists,

and the incorporation of some textile

art makes a logical progression. But

the City had nothing to do with the

addition of this artistic knitwear in its

suburban landscape. The yarn instal-

lation is the work of the street artist

“Streetcolor” – she’s a yarn bomber;

a member of a growing community of

knitting graffiti artists. 

      

Berkeley-based Streetcolor does-

n’t venture east through the tunnel

often, so why did she choose Orinda?

Because, hey, it’s pretty cool to have

a library with a café, and when she

chanced upon the art-filled plaza and

the naked rack, she thought, “This has

gotta be the most perfect spot.” There

is no way to knit and dash, so Street-

color returned the next day and settled

in with four, nine-foot long knitted

sections that took her and a friend two

and half hours to sew on. Yes, Orinda,

you’ve been tagged.  [Streetcolor’s

yarn installation has weathered the

week’s rains and remained in place as

of press time.]       A. Firth

Photo A. Firth

Norcal Kids Tri Moves to August

The NorCal Kids Triathlon

will be held on August 27th

this year to accommodate the

many young people who want to

compete in the popular three-

event race. “The date has been

moved to late August to minimize

conflicts with other sporting and

community events that happen on

the weekends in September and

October,” said organizer Sue Sev-

erson. “We hope that the last Sat-

urday in August will be the future

permanent date—after swim sea-

son ends and school starts, and

before Labor Day weekend and

the soccer and MOL football

games.” Participants also indi-

cated they preferred a morning

event, according to Severson, so

this year the triathlon will be con-

ducted between 9:00 a.m. and

1:00 p.m.

     

Participants, girls and boys

through high school age, swim,

bike and run the triathlon course

as individual competitors or as

part of a relay team. The course

lengths are adjusted by age group.

“We had over 300 participants the

first two years, and there is room

to grow,” said Severson. For more

information go to www.nor-

calkidstri.org, early registration

ends June 15th.  A. Firth

Summer Concerts in the Park
The Tuesday night Summer Concert series, sponsored by
the Orinda Community Center Auxiliary, gets underway
on June 21st and runs through July. Pack a picnic dinner
and join your friends and neighbors at the Community
Park from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for some food, fun, and
music.

June 21 Mixed Nuts Rock, Blues, Oldies
June 28 Cal Alumni Big Band, Big Band Jazz
July 5 Pacific Coast Classic Rock & Pop    
July 12 Stone Soup Classic Rock 
July 19  Orinda Idol Variety
July 26  Pladdohg Celtic Rock

For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward
Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property

925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Stunning Panoramic Views!
Convenient Lafayette Location

It’s a great time to build your dream home!

1.98 acre lot w/stunning views seeks buyer.

$495,000

More at www.BrownAveLot.com

Though Gell’s students, like pro-

fessional designers, continue to

build paste-and-paper models as

well, the advantage of the digital

model is its limitless, effortless

mutability. The students can erect

new buildings, destroy old ones,

and make other modifications

with a few keystrokes.

     

Many of Gell’s students are

graduating seniors like John

Krakowski, who says Architec-

tural Design was his favorite

class; he plans to attend the Uni-

versity of Oregon at Eugene and

major in architecture. Krakowski

worked with classmates to create

the model’s Wells Fargo building.

Asked about changes he would

like to see in Orinda’s downtown

in ten years, Krakowski said he

would appreciate more busi-

nesses, noting that downtown

currently “seems really underde-

veloped.”

     

Gell’s course is the capstone

in a multi-year sequence of de-

sign instruction. Next year, new

students will join veterans of the

current Architectural Design pro-

gram. They will all work together

to complete the digital downtown

model, and time and resources

permitting, to assemble a physical

replica.



The Lafayette Community

Foundation (LCF) is pleased to

announce the recipients of its Spring

2011 grants. Since 2000, LCF has

given over $250,000 in grants to a va-

riety of local organizations, making a

significant impact on their projects.

These grants are possible due to gen-

erous contributions by the donors of

the community of Lafayette.  A total

of $10,000, parceled into multiple

grants, was given to area organiza-

tions this spring in order to further the

Foundation’s mission of: “Investing

in programs and projects that promote

and enhance the civic, cultural, edu-

cational and environmental health of

Lafayette and beyond.” Two of the

grant recipients for the Spring 2011

grants were WomenSing and The

Lamorinda Adult Respite Center

(LARC).  For additional information

on the Lafayette Community Founda-

tion and to find information about

how you can become involved, please

visit  www.LafayetteCF.org.

      

Lamorinda Adult Respite Cen-

ter (LARC) is a non-profit, state li-

censed, social Adult Day Program for

those with Alzheimer’s or other re-

lated dementias, offering respite for

caregivers by providing exemplary

care and stimulating activities for their

loved ones. Open Monday through

Friday 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, they pro-

vide interesting and engaging activi-

ties such as games, crafts, exercise,

friendships and daily live musical en-

tertainment. LARC participants feel

safe, cared for and valued. The cen-

ter’s paid staff and caring trained vol-

unteers foster dignity and self-worth

in the participants (and they laugh a

lot!). The grant from the Lafayette

Community Foundation will allow

the LARC program to continue to

meet the needs of the community by

expanding and improving their serv-

ices. The funds will be used to create

a Caregiver Resource Library with

relevant books and DVDs to lend on

dementia and related topics, to pur-

chase colorful flowers for participants

to plant in the patio garden pots, and

for special intergenerational activities

with the neighboring preschoolers.

LARC is 100% privately funded and

neither solicits nor accepts govern-

ment funding. This generous grant

from the Lafayette Community Foun-

dation enables LARC to continue

their mission and enrich the lives of

many. LARC is located at Holy Shep-

herd Lutheran Church 433 Moraga

Way, Orinda. 925-254-3465; email

larc@holyshepherd.org;

www.holyshepherd.org. 

      

WomenSing is a unique organi-

zation that began 45 years ago, de-

votes itself to the study and

performance of choral music. Wom-

enSing, with its 50 auditioned mem-

bers, delights audiences with its

beautifully blended sound not only in

Bay Area but also in Europe, Asia,

Latin and South America and Canada.

This, local, non-profit organization

has an exciting musical outreach pro-

gram named Youth Inspiring Youth

that partners with “River of Words”

collection of poetry. Composers and

poets as young as 8 and 14 inspired

by nature are chosen and their works

are mentored by nationally recog-

nized composer Libby Larsen. This

treasure trove of inspiring works is

given voice by WomenSing under the

direction of Artistic Director Dr. Mar-

tin Benvenuto. The group regularly

holds their workshops at Veterans

Memorial Hall in Lafayette in front of

an interested, large audience. Wom-

enSing will use this year’s grant from

Lafayette Community Foundation to

help expand the Youth Inspiring

Youth project. 

      

The next concert by WomenSing

“Stepping Westward” will be on June

8, 8:00 pm, at Lafayette/ Orinda Pres-

byterian Church, Lafayette.
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A Relationship of Trust Since 1975

Celebrat
ing 36 

ars in
 Business!

Achieve your financial 
goals with our help

800-783-0344

Portfolio Management

Individual Stocks and Bonds

Old Fashioned Customer Service
www.bedellinvest.com

Financial Planning

Celebrat
ing 36 

Years in
 Business!

Old F

Michael Frazier                                            
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager 

and Moraga Resident

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SUMMER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Community Service
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s

dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about their
activities.   Submissions can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.

The Lafayette Community Foundation
Spring Grants 
Submitted by Cheryl Noll

From left, LARC’s Beth Hofinga, Program Director; Cookie Bedford, Activities Leader; and Betty Zingale, volunteer.

Moraga Rotary Collects
Nearly Five Tons of  E-Waste
Submitted by Gary Irwin

On April 23, Rotary Club of

Moraga collected from local

citizens almost five tons of electronic

waste, 9,627 pounds, and has recycled

it according to California law.   The

four semi-annual e-waste collections

held at the Moraga Shopping Center

operated by Moraga Rotary have col-

lected a total of about 15.75 tons of

discarded electronic items. Rotarians

working at this community service

event were Lad Lynch, John Erick-

son, Cliff and Mary Elena Dochter-

man, Debbie and Lou Roessler,

Kevin Reneau, Mike Rosa, Frank

May, and chairman Rich Render.

      

Citizens dropped off their e-waste

at the Moraga Shopping Center at the

site where the Farmers Market is held

on Sundays, no appointment required.

Televisions, monitors, laptop comput-

ers, flat screens, cell phones, CPU’s,

cell and wired phones, printers,

copiers, DVD players, fax machines,

VCR’s, stereos, ink jet cartridges, and

video games were dropped off.  Many

items were dropped off at no charge,

but there was a small charge for some

items.

      

The next Moraga Rotary e-waste

collection will be on September 24,

2011 in the same location, according

to Render.  Moraga Rotary thanks the

Bruzzone family, owners of the Mor-

aga Shopping Center, for supporting

this vital community service, and

thanks all the citizens who dropped

off e-waste at these events.

      

Rotary Club of Moraga is a local

service club within Rotary Interna-

tional that meets most Tuesdays at

noon at St. Mary’s College.  For in-

formation, please call Gary Irwin of

Moraga Rotary at 925-376-7688. 

Moraga Rotarians Mary Elena Dochterman, Debbie Roessler, Rich Render,
Lad Lynch, and Kevin Reneau complete filling a pallet box of e-waste.

Nick Hooks (foreground) and friends bond with Blaze (foreground)
Pippin and Oscar at Saint Mary's College during finals week. The dogs
are Pet Hug Therapy animals from the Animal Rescue Foundation

Photos Cathy Dausman

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Music lessons Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>
Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service
East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Foundations, drainage, remodel 
small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda

www.swartsco.com
Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED
Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

Handyman
Home Health Care

Having a Hard Week?

WANT TO COME
HOME TO A CLEAN

HOUSE?
LET ME CLEAN IT FOR YOU...
Call Lilian AT 925-363-4527

Professional
Quality Work

All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-

ing and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
☎ (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Advanced nursing student.
Highly educated, loving. Seven
years experience with dementia.
Assist with daily activities, exercise
therapy. Excellent Rossmoor 
references. Mia (510) 593-7066.

Breakthrough Method
Simply Music has beginning

students playing great-sounding
contemporary, blues, & classical

pieces from the very first lessons!
Children, teens, adults and seniors

Lamorinda Piano 925-300-7561

www.simplymusic-lamorinda.com

COMPUTER PROBLEMS??
Call TRANSBAY TECH

SPECIALIZING IN LAMORINDA
FOR YOUR HOME & BUSINESS

(925) 948-5546
PC & MAC Support * Virus Removal

Upgrades * Data Recovery * Troubleshooting
Tutoring * iPhone & iPod set-up * Senior 

Citizen Rate * Home Visits & more * Bonded
& Insured * Half Price of the Competition

No Travel Charge * Locally Owned
* Often Same Day Service *

INFO@TRANSBAYTECH.COM

Computer Service

$3 per line in bold, 
$2 per regular line,
3 lines minimum  

(max 30 Characters per line)

Flute & Piano with Nika Rejto
Beginning - advanced, all styles
of music. I can travel to you!
925 310-4415, fourflutes@gmail.com

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Dr. Anita Rama (left), Lafayette Community Foundation Board member; 
Dr. Martin Benvenuto, artistic director of WomenSing; and Ann Dzuna, 
President of the Board of WomenSing. Photos provided



Editor:

A recent article in The Wall Street Journal about the sad state of Orinda’s

roads received much coverage in our local press.  In the story, an Orinda

businessman is quoted as saying that the city spent a lot of money on the

new (opened in 2001) library.  This is simply not true. 

Many people, Orindans as well as others, do not realize that the Friends of

the Orinda Library raised over $5 million in donations for library construc-

tion.  The Friends also owned the old library and received almost $2 million

for that building.  The city’s contribution, about $3 million, was from de-

veloper fees negotiated with the company which is currently building a

new housing development called Wilder.  Those developer fees are re-

stricted by state law for public facilities, and could not have been used for

road repairs.

The Friends of the Orinda Library, a nonprofit organization, is the owner

of Orinda’s wonderful library.  The Friends board members are proud that

we were able to raise the money and provide such a warm, welcoming and

well-loved facility for everyone who comes to enjoy it.  Ours is the only

library in the county owned by a Friends group.  We just want to set the

record straight.

Linda Landau (Treasurer, Friends of the Orinda Library)

Orinda

Editor: 

A year or two ago, I wrote to share my opinion that the police activity

columns were too casual, or even jocular, about serious events.  This morn-

ing, I read in the Moraga column about a mother who called 911 after her

teenager threatened her, and about a drunk driver on one of Moraga's main

roads.  Both of the stories were presented with dry humor that I thought

was inappropriate.  What must have been going on that a parent felt the

need to call 911 after being threatened?  Does humor really have a place

in a story about someone who was presumably driving unsafely and while

impaired (this in a town that not so long ago had a drunk driver kill a pedes-

trian)?  I get that some situations fit a tongue-in-cheek approach, sort of a

"people do the darndest things" tone.  Years ago, in a competing publica-

tion, I enjoyed reading how someone had called the police when the ATM

would not return his card (the reporter noted that police advised the man

to call his bank's customer service line), and how a homeowner had com-

plained that a neighbor had filled up a swimming pool … using the home-

owner's hose and water (the neighbor admitted the hose was strung across

the fence, but denied knowing how that had happened).  Those are "life in

a small town" amusing anecdotes.  Domestic arguments that result in a 911

call and drunk drivers are not.  Please pick and choose which events get

the dry humor more carefully, and remove this unnecessary weakness in

your quality publication.

Tony Rodriguez 

Moraga 

Editor:

High-speed rail--another low-brain bandage for a self-inflicted wound, i.e.,

too many people.  Show me an audited financial report of a passenger rail

system anywhere in the world in which passengers’ fares are not subsidized

by non-passengers . . . and I’ll show you an incompetent auditor.  

“USA Today” quotes Zhao Jian, a railway economics expert at Jiaotong

University in Beijing: “In no country worldwide has high-speed rail ever

been profitable.”  Of course, the central-control socialist government of

China believes in taking whatever it wants from whomever it wants to do

whatever it wants without restraint from a constitution.  Whereas in this

country . . .  Oh, never mind.  

Edward C. Hartman 

Moraga

Dear Editor:

I am responding to your many articles and Letters to the Editor regarding

the budgetary problems in Lamorinda and California.

Let's be objectif:  The median household income in California is less than

$77,000 and in the U.S., less than $55,000.  Yet the cost of educating a

child a year alone averages well over $9000 and can exceed $14,000 if the

child receives the so-called bilingual education.  Our state government also

has to spend money on the construction/maintenance of roads/bridges,

fire/police/emergency/prison/court prison services, pollution/traffic control,

health care, unemployment/weflare benefits, etc.  When will Americans

realize that although some U.S. and foreign-born individuals are great as-

sets, adding 3 million people every years to the U.S., and hundreds of thou-

sands to California, essentially means more jobseekers, students, patients,

welfare recipients, drivers, users of energy, and additional pressure on our

fiscal and natural resources?  Teen births reportedly cost Califorrnia $1.7

billion a year.  In 2002 alone, according to the Census data, legal immi-

grant-headed households in California received welfare, cash and non-

cash, costing taxpayers $6 billion. Why don't we urge Sacramento and

Washington, D.C. to take serious measures to stabilize our population?  A

number of experts already warn that the U.S. fiscal crisis can be worse

than Greece's.  Raising tax burden on the struggling middle class or con-

tinuing to borrow massively from China and other countries will not solve

our budgetary, unemployment or education problems.

Sincerely,

Yeh Ling-Ling

Orinda 
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                         Share your thoughts with our community! 
       Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views 

of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 
All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of

residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the
communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification
purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be
accepted on a space-available basis.
email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;   
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
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DESIGNER OUTERWEAR OUTLET

SALE

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 15, 2011
1PM - 7PM

THURSDAY-SUNDAY
JUNE 16-19, 2011
11AM - 4PM

OFF WHOLESALE PRICES
SALES TAX ON US!

GIVE BACK WITH 
MYCRA PAC ®
Donate your gently used Mycra Pac 
coats on Friday & Saturday during 
the sale and get an additional $20 off 
the purchase of a new coat! Coats 
donated will go to Wardrobe for 
Opportunity.

THE FINE PRINT
Friday & Saturday only.

DESIGNER OUTERWEAR 
OUTLET
535 CENTER STREET

Located in the Rheem Valley Shopping Center

BRING THIS AD IN FOR A $5 DISCOUNT 
TOWARD A $25 PURCHASE OR MORE.
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ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Linda Friedman
Broker, J.D

Lic.#00521002
linda@lindafriedman.com

Peggy Harmatz
Asst, MBA

Lic.#01200791
pharmatz@comcast.net

www.lindafriedman.com

(925) 258-7114

Unbelievable 20 Acre
Estate in Heart of Orinda!

Fabulous designer kitchen
5500 sf, au pair, 
panoramic views

Offered at $1,999,000

Great Round Hill Country
Club address

Classic 4/3, park-like level yard
Offered at $995,000

Walk to 12 years of school
Stunning kitchen/family room,

Sunny, hdwd floors
Offered at $899,000

One Level Country 
Club Living!

Gorgeous Orinda
Traditional!

A SAMPLE OF OUR PRIME PROPERTIES...
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

Lic # 195560

DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIRING?
Call the
Resurfacing Experts!

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
925-283-8027

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Driveways
Private Roads

Tennis & Sports Courts
Parking Lots 
Seal Coating

ADA Ramps & Stalls

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority
Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 

• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 
• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of pleated

and washable filters.
Exp. June 30, 2011

Do business 

with a neighbor.

Civic News Lafayette, Moraga

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Dedicating the Acalanes Ridge Open Space

Under stormy skies, scores of supporters of the

Acalanes Ridge Open Space made the muddy up-

hill trek for the official dedication ceremony on Saturday.

The City of Lafayette, Walnut Creek, the East Bay Re-

gional Park District and the Muir Heritage Land Trust col-

laborated to purchase the prominent twenty-three acre par-

cel behind Acalanes High School.  Organizers of the cel-

ebration called it a “treasured oasis” in the community;

the property features spectacular views from the Car-

quinez Straits to Mt. Diablo.  C. Tyson

Photo courtesy Paul Garber

Controlling the Wild Things
... continued from page A5

Kiwanis President John Haffner, who asked the Moraga

Town Council not long ago to do something about the

turkey issue, recently obtained a depredation permit for

his home from California Department of Fish and Game

Warden Nicole Kozicki. 

      

The permit gives Haffner the authorization to kill the

birds himself; but he thought it more humane to contact

Peter Lacy, a trapper with the U.S. Department of Agri-

culture's Wildlife Services program, who would catch the

large birds.  “Pete explained that the turkeys visit our

neighborhood because of the olive trees they feed on,” said

Haffner, “and the pine trees they roost in.  He can help in-

dividual homeowners who get a depredation permit, but

not a whole neighborhood, unless a homeowners’ associ-

ation contacts the Department with a permit of its own.” 

      

Lacy’s philosophy is to manage wildlife, not eradi-

cate it.  He believes that many problems can be solved

with behavioral change on the part of humans, like re-

moving sources of food.  

Haffner could cut down his pines and harvest all his

olives, but he believes that it would not solve the problem

at the neighborhood level; he sent letters to his neighbors

asking for their input. “Some asked me what they could

do to help,” said Haffner.  Lacy indicated that trapping at

this time, when there is an ample food supply in the area,

would not be very effective and that he could come back

in November when hungry birds would be more easily

enticed by food left in traps.  “I do not see a solution to

the problem yet,” says Haffner, “And right now all the fe-

males are nesting, preparing a new generation of turkeys

for next year.”  

      

Fortunately for Moraga, urbanized wild life has not

reached the level of Cape Town, South Africa, where ba-

boons open windows, refrigerators, and garbage bins in

search of food.  And anyone who vacations at Lake Tahoe

knows that the local bears will help themselves to just

about everything – reportedly even wandering into a pop-

ular North Shore restaurant last fall as diners hastily made

their way out the other door. One might hope nobody

teaches Moraga’s turkeys and skunks to do that.

Banner Days Continue in Lafayette
... continued from page A1
Banners typically last five or six years (hanging one

month per year) before fading and tearing; then

they’re destroyed. Lafayette and the Chamber of

Commerce share in the cost of the program, with the

Chamber contributing roughly twenty five per cent.

The city’s share runs $25,000 annually.

      

San Francisco graphic artist Jennifer Morla has

designed Lafayette’s silkscreen-on-canvas banners

since 2002. “Design time takes about two to three

weeks,” says Morla by e-mail. “Our ideas are gener-

ated by the nature of the title and how that title relates

to the town of Lafayette. We often reference the

town's landscape, civic structures or retail/restaurant

community when developing the illustrations.”  Lim-

iting designs to two ink colors (to manage cost) “is

the most difficult aspect of the design process,” but

Morla says what’s most important to her is that the

posters “have a sense of whimsy and verve that mir-

rors Lafayette's wonderful, sunny attitude.”
These banners will remain up through the Fourth of July.

Photo C. Dausman

On Sunday morning, a full squadron of local and corporate

staff was present, making sure that everything ran smoothly

and the newly hired staff, about 15 students from local high

schools and colleges, was operating successfully.

      

Moraga’s Mayor, Town Manager, Chamber of Com-

merce president, and members of the Economic Devel-

opment Team (EDT) all showed up to wish them well.  “I

think it will be successful and I invite the community to

shop here,” said EDT member Renée Zeimer.  

      

What can you buy for a dollar? “I bought tinfoil con-

tainers, granola bars, and bubble wrap,” said Moraga

Town Clerk Marty McInturf.  Resident Dona Ward was

looking for specific items – “I’ve been a ‘room-mom’ for

three years,” she said. “You can find a lot of craft items at

a Dollar Tree store,” she added, although she did not find

the sheets of stick-on jewels she had seen at another store.  

       

“This store is not huge, so we had to make some

choices,” said a manager. “We’ve heard that we should ex-

pand our party supply section though, and will be working

on that.”  He added that every store manager has some lati-

tude to choose items from the pool provided by the company. 

      

Small groups of teens roaming the store thought stu-

dents leaving Campolindo High School in the afternoon

would come to the Dollar Tree for candies and sodas.  A

future Saint Mary’s freshman pointed out items of interest

such as school supplies and energy shots.

      

Mayor Karen Mendonca was found in one aisle, talk-

ing with District Manager Gary Ferguson.  “It’s a lovely

store,” she said, “keep it clean and we’ll be happy,” said

the mayor. The store is very neat, almost striking with its

bright signature green everywhere. 

      

In the middle of the store food items are aplenty, in-

cluding bags of candies, canned soups, boxes of pasta,

bags of trail mix, and bottles of water; frozen foods are at

the back.  School and party supplies occupy one side of

the store, including a double rack of cards.  On the other

side are home products – plates, containers, cleaning prod-

ucts, utensils and more. The beauty section offers creams,

soaps, shampoos, tooth brushes and the like.  

      

EDT member Rich Larsen commented that he be-

lieves that the store might draw people from outside of

Lamorinda and contribute positively to the Town’s bot-

tom-line, while Chamber of Commerce President Edy

Schwartz noted that the store had joined the Chamber and

she was looking forward to having it become an active

part of the business community.

      

Many of the residents who voiced opposition to the

Town’s decision to allow Dollar Tree in Moraga chose not

to come to the opening, citing concerns regarding product

safety and a desire to support other types of businesses.

Dollar Tree Opens For Business in Moraga
... continued from page A1



All three Lamorinda high school

baseball programs advanced to

the final rounds of the North Coast

Section tournament. Both Cam-

polindo and Acalanes competed for

the NCS title on June 6 and June 7 re-

spectively, after the press deadline.

      

Campolindo captured the DFAL

title finishing atop the standing. The

Cougars, competing in division II,

were rewarded for their 15-8-1 record

with a four-seed. The Cougars took

the NCS title last season and looked

to repeat this year. Campolindo

opened the tournament with a game

against local Concord High School

and narrowly escaped with a 2-1 vic-

tory. With the win, Campolindo was

pitted against Casa Grande and again

the Cougars won by a one run, 4-3.

On Thursday, June 2, it took Cam-

polindo extra innings to defeat

Alameda 2-1. Campolindo played for

the championship on June 6 against

#2 Clayton Valley. 

      

Both Miramonte and Acalanes

competed in division III play. Mira-

monte came in third in the DFAL be-

hind Las Lomas while Acalanes came

in sixth out of seven. With a 17-7

record, the Matadors took the #2 seed

while Acalanes was given the #3 seed

with a 14-10 record. 

      

Miramonte also looked to repeat

as NCS champions. The Mats opened

tournament play with a 17-0 blasting

of #15 Hercules. They continued their

route in the next round, defeating Al-

hambra handily 10-0. Miramonte

then met up with Acalanes in the

semi-finals on Thursday, June2. The

Dons shocked the Matadors with an

11-8 upset. 

      

The Dons reached the finals hav-

ing defeated John F. Kennedy 3-1 in

the opening round, and Sir Francis

Drake 9-1 in the second round. They

then knocked off Lamorinda rival Mi-

ramonte to reach the finals. The Dons

played #1 San Marin on June 7.

C.Graveson
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Lamorinda Baseball Advances to NCS Finals

Ryan Hooper of Campolindo (7) Photo Andy Scheck

Spencer Henderson Photo Doug Kohen

Freshman Golfer is One to Watch
By Marissa Harnett

Imagine watching a five year old

boy practice chip shots out of a

bunker for five and a half hours while

his sister plays in a golf tournament.

Child prodigy or just bored?   While

the latter may contain some truth, the

former is likely closer to the truth in

the case of Will Breuckner.  A fresh-

man at Acalanes High School, he re-

calls playing golf ever since he could

walk.  “I always had a club in my

hand” he remembers.  

      

By the time he was eight, he was

playing in tournaments.  Now at age

fourteen, tournament play is routine.

Unless its winter and he’s taking a

break to play basketball, Breuckner

devotes his time to golf and summer

is the biggest tournament season.

There isn’t much about golf that he

doesn’t love. “You meet great peo-

ple…It’s new every time… you get

to play in a beautiful setting.”  

      

Looking at Breuckner’s record he

has little reason not to love his chosen

sport.  Just this year as a mere fresh-

man, he captured the DFAL title fol-

lowed by the NCS qualifier and then

went on to win the NCS title.  He was

named MVP of DFAL and was iden-

tified as one of the top 100 athletes of

the East Bay.  

      

He has enjoyed high school play.

“(It was) just incredibly great.  Tim

Scott is the best coach in northern

California…the Acalanes team is

(both) hilarious and supportive.”  He

added that it “felt awesome” to have

such an impact at such a young age

at the high school level.  He doesn’t

feel a lot of pressure since he’s “just”

a freshman.

      

Breuckner says he’s never had a

bad experience playing golf.  For

many, golf can be extremely frustrat-

ing when one’s game just isn’t up to,

well, par.  Even when pressed,

though, he maintains that he never

gets frustrated.  “Golf is a fun life.”  

      

Breuckner aims to continue the

fun at the college level perhaps in

golf mecca North Carolina.  He

hopes to capture a scholarship before

going on to play on the PGA tour.

That would be his ideal life, but if a

pro career doesn’t materialize,

Breuckner would at least like to have

a career relating to golf in some way.  

      

If Breuckner’s coach, Tim Scott,

can see the future, he will be playing

on the PGA tour someday.  “He’s

quite the golfer.  He’s just absolutely

one of the best golfers, I think, in the

state of California.”  Scott says sim-

ply.  In his twenty four years coach-

ing at Acalanes, Scott says, he’s never

seen anyone as good as Brueckner;

let alone a freshman.  Along with a

“super supportive” family, Scott at-

tributes Brueckner’s dedication,

tremendous work ethic, and great

hand-eye coordination for his suc-

cess.  “He works all the time very

hard on his game.”  Breuckner agrees

that, although much of golf comes

naturally, he still has to work on it

everyday especially because he is still

growing requiring him to make nec-

essary adjustments to his game.

      

Without hesitation Breuckner de-

clared his favorite place to play as Cy-

press Point in Pebble Beach – the 16th

hole with its island green to be exact.

But he has his sights set on Augusta

National - home of the elite Masters

tournament - as a future dream course

to play.  And from the sounds of it, the

world may even see his name on the

leader board, and perhaps, see him

practice his chip shots.

Photo provided

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant

Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CA DRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Interest Rate                             APR

5/1 ARM 3.250% 0 Points 3.500% 

7/1 ARM 3.750% 0 Points 3.500% 

Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.250% 4.375% APR 4.375% 4.575% APR

15 Year Fixed 3.375% 3.450% APR 3.500 % 3.600% APR

Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148

Cell: (510) 918-8911

Email: honens@pacbell.net
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

JUMBO LOANS TO $1,500,000

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED

PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.
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May 21, 2011
Mustang Division 

Giants 9 Cardinals 0
Giants’ Highlights:  Aidan Lyon 2IP,
3K’s 0ER 0BB 1H, 3-4, 2B 2B, 3RS,
3SB; Cason Johnston 2-for-3, 3RBIs,
3SB; Spencer Drennan 1-for-3, 2RBIs
1RS, 1SB; Cole McNeil 2-for-2, 1BB
1RS, 2SB.
Cardinals’ Highlights:  Matt Schoen-
berger 1-for-2, 2B, 1SB; Nolan Wilson
1-for-1, 1BB, 1SB; Bryan Kikugawa 1-
for-2; Adrian Hyatt 2IP, 3K’s 0ER 1BB
0H.

May 22, 2011
Mustang Division

Angels 17  Pirates 5
Pirates’ Highlights: Nick Kronenberg

3-for-3, three 1B, RBI, 2 RS, 5 SB;
Ryan Lenahan 1-for-2, 2B, RS, SB;
Cameron Fara 1-for-3, 1B, RBI, SB,
1.5 IP, 4 KO; Michael Crews 1-for-3,
1B, BB, SB, RS, SB.
Angels Highlights: Joel Kofman 2-for-
3, 2-1B, 2 RBI, 3 RS, 2 SB ; Sam
Ouzounian 1-for-3, 1B, 2 RBI, RS, 3
SB; Peter Schmitz 2-for-4, 2-1B, 2
RBI, 2 RS, 2 SB; Luke Campo 3-for-4,
2-1B, 2B, 2 RBI, 2 RS, 4 SB .

May 25, 2011
Mustang Division

Cardinals 8 Yankees 5
Cardinals’ Highlights:  Matt Schoen-
berger 2IP, 4K’s 0ER 0BB 2H, 2-2,
1RBI, 2RS, 5SB; Ian Concepcion 3-
for-3, 2RS, 2SB; Cayden Hein 2-for-3,

2B, 1RBI, 1RS; Justin Feldman 1-1,
1BB, 1RBI, 1RS, 3SB.
Yankees’ Highlights:  Tommy Raftis
1IP, 1K 0ER 0BB 1H, 3-3, 1RBI, 1RS
5SB; Mark McCurdy 2-for-3, 2RS,
5SB; Braden Maher 1BB, 1RS, 3SB;
Grant Johnson 1-for-2, 2B, 1SB.

Angels 11  Cubs 4
Angels’ Highlights: Joel Kofman 1-for-
2, 1B, BB, SB; Conor O'Brien 1-for-2,
1B, HBP, 2 SB, 2RS, 3IP, 6 SO; Sam
Ouzounian 1-for-2, 2B, BB, RS, 2
RBI; Derek Schmitz 2-for-2, two 1B,
HBP, RS, 3 SB, 3 RBI
Cubs’ Highlights: Ryan Jeter 1-for-3,
1B, SB, 2 IP, 3 SO; Will Bishop 2-for-
3, two 2B, RS, SB, RBI; Teddy Buckley
1-for-3, 2B, SB, RS; Michael Evans 2-
for-2; two 1B, SB, 1 IP, 3 SO

Moraga Baseball Association Box Scores
Submitted by Jin Meng

SPORTS LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS

If you would like to list the registration information for a youth sports club
please email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977. 

B&W listing will cost $24 (3.75”x1”).

Lamorinda Basketball Academy (LBA)
Fundamentals of basketball Girls Grades 3-8

Learn basketball skills required to play at the next level. Learn/perfect

basic skills: dribbling, shooting, passing, rebounding, defensive skills,

footwork, and Teamwork! Build toward competitive game play! 

Sign up now: Contact us at LBA@LBAhoops.com or 925-681-8400.  

Check out our website at www.LBAhoops.com
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Lamorinda Tennis Reaches NCS Finals
Lamorinda was represented in the NCS boys’ tennis

tournament by Miramonte and Campolindo. 

      

In singles play, Nolan Richard of Campolindo de-

feated Jeff Matteri of Freedom High School 6-1 and 6-

0 to qualify for the second round of the singles

tournament. Richard lost #1 Shaun Chaudhri of Monte

Vista, the eventual winner of the tournament, 6-1, 6-0.

For Miramonte, Andrew Pises looked to protect his

crown. Pises won last year’s NCS tournament. Ranked

#2, Pises made it to the semi-finals but was upset by #3

Bernardo Saraiva, 6-2, 2-6, 6-3. 

      

In doubles play, two Miramonte pairs represented

Lamorinda. Chad Boersma and Michael Krakaris de-

feated Northgate’s pair, 6-2, 6-1, to qualify for the sec-

ond round. They then lost to the eventual winners Jon

and Matt Wang from Piedmont. Brian Tan and Luke

Bohuslav were ranked #4 heading into the tournament.

They upset #2 Monte Vista to reach the finals, but like

their Matador teammates, lost to Piedmont. 

C. Graveson

SMC Baseball Plays Last Game at Guisto

Saint Mary’s baseball played their last game at

Louis Guisto Field on May 24 and retired it a

winner. The Gaels defeated UC Davis 8-2. The

Louis Guisto Field opened in the 1928-1929 school

year. The Field will be replaced by a new recreation

center and a new baseball facility will open next

season.

C. Graveson

Lamorinda United 97 U13 Takes First
Submitted by Julie Morgan

After having an amazing run at

State Cups in February, the

Lamorinda United U13 girls quickly

went right into spring practices with

long runs at the Lafayette Reservoir

during rainy days and field practices

during the very few dry days.  All

their hard work and bonding during

their spring practices paid off when

they finished NorCal Premier’s

Spring League in first place in the

Gold Region division.  The girls won

eight of their nine games with a total

of 37 goals while only giving up 9

goals. 

Back:  R.Fraser (Moraga), A.Morgan (Moraga), E.Holbrook (Moraga), G.Crosetti (Oakland), M.Casey (Orinda),
V.Larson (Moraga), A.Ikeya (Lafayette), Akeem Rashidi (Coach);   Middle: D.Brown (Moraga), A.Smith (Lafayette),
J.Mano (Moraga), N.Taylor (Moraga);  Front: S.Settle (Moraga), J.Buckley (Orinda), B.Yuen (Moraga), G.Diaz-Valdes 
(Moraga); Missing:  M.Grillo (Orinda) Photo Alan Ikeya

Martin Agosta Photo Tod Fierner

Moraga Valley
Swim & Tennis Club

Summer Junior
Tennis Camp

Choose from our:

• Three-Hour Program with Swim 
and Lunch Break

• One- Hour Classes for Ages 5-16
• Private & Semi Privates for Kids 

and Adults

Scott Borowiak,
USPTA Certified Tennis Professional

925-376-4190
www.moragavalleypool.org

Moraga Valley Swim & Tennis Club
15 Risa Court, Orinda, 94563
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Business Service
Directory   

Underpinning

Construction ConstructionPet sitting Pet sitting

Gardening

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Cleanup
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

Heating/Cooling Skin and Body Care

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

Give your kitchen a facelift!

Limitless options on sizes, style, colors.
Save time and money by re-facing

instead of remodeling.
Fine custom cabinets. No middleman.

C.P. Smith Construction 
Lafayette,  Phone:  925-283-6484

Email: kustomkitchens1@yahoo.com

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Pilates

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding      
Tender-Care - House-Sitting

References - 15 Years Experience
Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

Escape from stress
Invigorate your spirit

Call today
to book your

massage,
facial or wax
appointment

Lisa Pickup
(925) 8765100

Well Being 
Skin and Body Care
11 years 
in Lafayette

Save $10 off *

*60+ minute appointments only

Pilates
No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda
• Free fitness analysis with first lesson
• Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems
• Custom workouts-all bodies welcome
• Private and semi private classes
• Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

925-708-3279 

Orinda Aquatics Competes in Carson City
Submitted by Julie Carlson

Swimmers from Orinda Aquatics

Junior Group once again partici-

pated in the Carson City Intermoun-

tain Classic Invitational Swim meet at

the Carson City Aquatic Center in Ne-

vada over the Memorial Day week-

end.  Overall, 27 swimmers from OA,

mainly fourth through eighth graders,

competed in the meet.  

      

Swimmers came from as far

away as Oregon to participate in one

of the first long-course meets of the

season.  On Friday night, OA swim-

mers competed in the 400-meter

freestyle and the 1500-meter freestyle

events. For many swimmers, this was

their first meet at a high elevation and

in the long-course format.

      

“We’ve been coming to this

meet for many years, and the kids al-

ways enjoy the fun activities here.

Not only do they get to swim and re-

ally challenge themselves, but they

get to have a great time as a group,”

said Matt Ehrenberger, Junior Group

coach.  

      

Despite having one of the small-

est teams at the meet, Orinda Aquat-

ics placed second overall, with Alec

Baker, age 10, receiving the high-

point award for the 9-10 age group.

From left: Swimmers Alex Paterno, Michael Wright, Ryan Shaw, 
Matt Lennon Photo by Ron Paterno

Miramonte Races at State Meet
Submitted by Alison Zamanian

It was a great day for the Miramonte

Matador Track team on Friday,

May 27th and again on Saturday, May

28th at the NCS Meet of Champions

at UC Berkeley as the Mats qualified

for the State meet on June 3-4 in two

events and broke a school record.

      

Junior Jamie Fehrnstrom com-

peted in the 1600m with a prelimi-

nary time of 4:19.55 on Friday, a

personal best, which qualified him to

compete in Saturday's finals.  In the

finals, Fehrnstrom smashed his per-

sonal best by almost four seconds,

with an amazing 4:15.79. The time

earned him a third place finish and a

trip to State. 

      

At State, Fehrnstrom finished

25th with a time of 4:20.01.

      

Senior Ashraf Mathkour also

qualified for State in the 800m, com-

ing in third in the preliminaries at

1:55.30 and then second in the finals

with a 1:54.19. 

      

Mathkour came in 15th at State

with a personal best time of 1:53.06.

      

In the final race of the day on the

27th, the Mats boys 4 x 400 broke a

46 year-old school record of 3:22.60

with a new record of 3:22.57.  Nich

Bhachu, Kevin Booze, Marshall

Duetz and Ashraf Mathkour were

happy to finally beat the record after

working toward that goal all season.

      

Just the week before, another Mi-

ramonte record was broken at the

NCS Tri-Valley meet at Granada

High School on May 22nd. The girls

4 x 100 broke the school record in

49.39.  The record was 49.50 set in

2005.  The relay members for this

record-breaking relay were freshman

Megan Reid, senior Kirby Schulz,

junior Devon McDonald, and sopho-

more Kera Deakins.

From left: Jamie Fehrnstrom and Ashraf Mathkour Photo A. Zamanian

d

From left: Chris Andrada, Arielle Caronna, Robert
Young, Austin Fischer, John Stenovec, Claire Dodd,
Scott Guidotti Photo Kathy Andrada

AAU Team Finishes Perfect
Submitted by Kevin Porep

The Lafayette Fusion completed a perfect 10-0 basketball season with a

win in the local MVP Flight league tournament on May 22 with a 32-

29 win over the Danville Thunder. The AAU team is comprised of seventh

grade girls from Stanley Middle School. 

From left, top row: Coach Kevin Porep, Julie Anne Martin, Natalie Morlock,
Claire Porep, coach John Lyons ; bottom row: Bella Denny, Carly Porep, Ali
Smith, Julia Lyons, Maddi Ponzo Photo Brian Andriuzzo

OIS Golf  takes Tournament
Submitted by Chris Hoff

The OIS Bulldogs de-

feated Stanley Mid-

dle School and Seven Hills

Middle School to earn the

league Championship. The

Bulldogs notched 168 to

Stanley’s 193 and Seven

Hills’ 200. The Bulldogs

capped off an undefeated

season with the win and

had five of the lowest six

scores in the tournament.

      

Robert Young led all

golfers, finishing one

under par 30. Scott

Guidotti and John Sten-

ovec finished behind

Young, each with 34.

Young won the boys’ title

by four strokes. Guidotti

and Steovec tied for sec-

ond with Eric Hsieh from

Martinez and had a sudden

death playoff. The sudden

death extra hole left

Guidotti in second, Hsieh

in third and Steovec in

fourth.

May 29
AAA Division
Redsox 10 Athletics 9
The Redsox pulled an upset in the first
round of  the playoffs, rallying to defeat
the A’s at Buckeye Field.  For the A’s, Nick
Bamont continued his torrid month at the
plate, going two-for-two and scoring
twice. Chris Rogers and Will Easley
pitched well in a losing effort.

Giants 9 Yankees 7
The Giants outlasted the Yankees 9-7 in
an epic extra-inning battle at Cheney
Field.  The brothers Krznaric, Carter and
Cooper, turned in outstanding defensive
efforts for the orange and black. The Gi-
ants offense was led by Jack Muren and
Lucas Eppinger who each had three hits,
two runs batted in and a run scored. For
the Yankees, David Sniderman, Peter
Meade, Carter Smith and Jeff  Dible each
had a pair of  hits, and the stellar defense
of  Will Burleigh and Sniderman kept the
game close for the Bombers.

Yankees 13 A’s 8
Peter Meade and Enzo Sereno powered
the Yankees to a win over the A’s. For the
Athletics, Alex Cortessis banged out two
hits and scored two runs and Deven
Kadlic was on base three times. In the bot-
tom of  the sixth, Chris Rogers walloped
a double to right field, but Rory Miller
put out the fire for the Yankees, closing the
game with a strikeout.

Dodger 6  Cubs 5
The boys in blue nipped the Cubbies in
extra innings when Ted Lemond led off
the seventh with a double, then raced
home with the winning run on Jack Nap-
per’s two-bagger. Erik Hays blasted a two-
out, two-run double in the fifth for the
winners. The late-arriving Napper showed
up in time to knock in the game-winner
and pitch a scoreless seventh. For the
Cubs, Alex Low clubbed a three-run
homer in the fourth that cleared the left
field fence by 20 feet.

Phillies 12  Cardinals 3
The Phillies, trailing 1-0 after a half-in-
ning, exploded for five runs in the home
half  of  the first and never looked back.
Nicholas and Jordan Goodfriend each
notched two hits for the winners, while
Jack Larsen and Joshua Sanders drove in
two runs a piece. Justin Bocks added an
RBI double and earned the save with two
solid innings on the mound. The Cardinals
were led by Daniel Tarkoff, who reached
base twice and ripped a triple in the sixth.

Dodgers 6  Mets 1
The Dodgers locked up the number one
seed in the playoffs with a tidy victory over
the Metropolitans. Erik Hays, went two
for two, stole two bases and scored two
runs for the winners. Sam Saracevic
chipped in with a run scoring single in the
second and a spectacular play at first base
that saved a run.

Lafayette Little League
Box Scores
Submitted by Todd Bequette



Fitness   Yoga   Pilates   Personal Traning
Special Offer: 3 Months at 190.00

Visit:  Informaorinda.com
925 254 6877

Integral Fitness
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EAST BAY TREE SERVICE
www.eastbaytreeservice.com

377-TREE (8733)
Be Safe 

During the 2011 Fire Season

Fine pruning
Large hazardous tree removal

Brush and Stump removal

Licensed, insured & bonded

Check your contractor at www.checkthelicensefirst.com

18 Orinda Way, Orinda • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com
Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in 

your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

COLDWELL BANKER

Shopping for a 
new home?

WWW.PATTICAMRAS.COM

Call Patti Camras Today!

925.899.9282
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

80YEARS
AND COUNTING!

Mon-Sat 11-8, Sun 11-7
Kasper Koojoolian, founder, at his first successful stand 

on Fruitvale Avenue, Oakland- 1931

Theatre Square, Orinda (next to the Orinda Theater)

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a
dependable health

professional. 
We’re also your

personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda    (925) 254-1211

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment

Photo Ohlen Alexander

SUMMER
DRAMA
CAMP
IN ORINDA

Doug’s Drama: Over 20 years in the East

Bay- Our first summer in Orinda! Oakland

sessions also available in June/July

THE RETURN OF THE

MAGIC DROPS: A fairy tale
- For students entering grades 1-4
- August 1-12- 9:00-3:00-
- Work on production, theater games, 

creative drama, storytelling
- Location: Holy Shepherd Church- 

Moraga Way- Orinda

Details at www.dougsdrama.com

Summer Music Series 
at Orinda Theatre Square

From left: Bob Athayde,  Kyle Athayde, 
Tom Elliot and Ron Marabuto

Natural Life Foods

20% off 
all supplements

Through Sept.15
Not valid with any other offers

Natural Life Foods
21 Orinda Way Ste F, Orinda

(925) 254-0130 www.naturallifefoodspro.com 

• Special Orders Welcome
• Over 30 years of experience
925.254.8282

10am - 6pm Mon-Fri • 10am-5pm Sat • closed Sun

152 Village Square, Orinda 
(Behind Safeway)

20% off Supplies only
excluding pet food & Flea treatments, offer is good with this ad, exp. 7/15 

Tom Romaneck Painting

925-323-9908
TRomaneck@yahoo.com

Lic. #922081

“Tom did an excellent
job on our interior”,

The Kelly family ,
Orinda. 2011.

Owner 
Operated

Free Estimates
Excellent 

References



It’s a Man Cave After All
Gary Fulcher has done a dangerous thing.  He’s built a Man Cave
nice enough to make a woman drool. The 900 square foot
“garage,” as it’s known in local ordinance parlance, boasts
swing-out solid wood carriage doors of Douglas fir (custom
made in Gig Harbor, WA), a two-story interior finished in
maple planks, skylights, ceiling fans, a built-in vacuum sys-
tem, a kitchen (refrigerator, microwave and hot plates), bath,
office space, built-in sound system, flat screen TV and sleep-
ing loft.  Most starter apartments have less square footage
and far fewer amenities. 
Fulcher designed the building three years ago to house his
wood shop.  It’s a nice place to visit, let alone build a canoe.  
Shelving on one long wall holds soft woods and hard woods, from common 
inexpensive woods to exotic and expensive woods.  Plywood sheets are stored on edge underneath.  The gray
“tile” raised flooring is actually two foot squares of fiberboard; when a
square gets damaged or dirty, it can be popped up and replaced. 
A 4 x 8 foot solid maple woodworking bench perforated with peg holes is
located underneath the sleeping loft. Small hand tools are arranged on
five foot tall slide-out shelving – Fulcher modified the pull-out spice rack
idea to suit his needs. 
The second floor loft is accessed by an all-wood twist and pull ladder.
There is a built-in vacuum system.  There’s a jointer and planer, drill press, a
band saw, a lathe for turning bowls and a belt edge sander the size of a
snow board.  A table saw designed to cut 52” wide wood is in place.  More
power tools rest upside down in their rolling cases, ready to be rotated up-
ward, much like a built-in sewing machine.  Wall-mounted and ground-
level compressed air is available, and there’s an overhead 1,000 pound
capacity electric hoist. A wall-mount fire extinguisher is easily accessible.
Lighting rated at 75 foot candles per square foot insures there are no dark
corners. 
All this panache and the building even manages to be green.  Two sky-
lights allow for additional lighting and structural insulated panels (SIP)
form the walls. Website research says SIP panel buildings are 66% more
energy efficient and over twice as strong as standard frame construction,
and quicker to install.  Fulcher’s walls went up in just one day.  With a work-
shop this good, when would Fulcher want to go home?  And that, he says,
eyes twinkling, is the $64,000 question!     C.Dausman 

“Welcome to the best kept

secret in Lamorinda,”

says Ron Brown, as he opens the door

to a wondrous workshop.  The 20 by

45 foot bay (to call it a garage is to call

the Fourth of July a “modest civic cel-

ebration”) seems to hold every hand-

held and machine powered

woodworking tool known to man,

plus enough comfort amenities to

make the average realtor drool with

envy.  More on the surroundings later

(see sidebar), because today’s crew,

Pat Flaharty, “Spike” Speicher, owner

Gary Fulcher and Ron Brown are

there to assemble their charity project.  

      

The group, members of Lamor-

inda Sunrise Rotary, is hand-building

a 15-foot long African Rosewood

canoe.  A strip of maple wood inlay

rings the outside; the inside will feature

hand-carved seats of tiger-eye maple

with hand-caned seat bottoms. A four-

point wooden star decorates the inside

bottom.  The canoe will be raffled off

for charity during the Lafayette Art and

Wine Festival in September. 

      

To date, Fulcher has hand-built 10

other canoes, including the slightly

shorter, all-wood reinforced “wee

lassie” hanging on his shop wall.

Since he loves riding white water, his

first canoe was a river-worthy “strip-

per,” built tough enough to withstand

class III rapids.  

      

Project work began in February,

with Fulcher recruiting a Rotary crew:

Paul Bettelheim, John Fazel, Charlie

Franklin, Kevin Croak, Mike Ed-

wards, Bob Heinen, Denny Dingman,

Frank Beaver, Rick Ashburn, and Ken

Thomas, who worked on the project

before moving out of state.  Two new

Rotarians, including a woman, have

expressed interest in the work.

      

Different groups work Monday,

Tuesday, Friday and Saturday morn-

ings and Wednesday mornings and

evenings. Fulcher employed the “Tom

Sawyer” recruitment method: each

volunteer donated $150 for the privi-

lege of working on the project. Having

a group involved means it takes, “ten

times longer than building it alone,”

but Fulcher seems fine with that. 

      

The canoe was originally hoisted

up to the rafters during its early mold-

ing process. Now it sits upside down

astride two saw-horses. The outer

wood layer is only 1/32 inch thick.

The canoe skin becomes a smooth-

edged puzzle, with its pieces assem-

bled in 4 by 16 inch wooden strips.

Each strip takes an hour or more to

apply. Workers first trace a pattern

onto wax paper following penciled

lines drawn along the canoe’s hull.

The pattern is traced onto the rose-

wood veneer.  The veneer is cut and

dry-fitted into place. Only after the

edges are satisfactorily hand-planed

or sanded is contact cement applied.

Additional wax paper helps insure a

smooth final fit, keeping the glue and

the wood strip under control. 

      

As of this writing, inside veneer

work is done and the outside veneer

work is nearly complete. The surface

will then be lightly sanded and cracks

filled with a sawdust and epoxy mix-

ture before a final coat of clear fiber-

glass seals the boat.  

      

Fulcher estimates the canoe’s

value to be in the $5,000 to $10,000

range; individual raffle ticket prices

are not yet set. But because the item

is a charity fundraiser, the group

hopes to earn significantly more. 

      

To Fulcher, Flaharty, Speicher

and Brown the canoe is priceless. It’s

clear they have much invested emo-

tionally in its construction, and agree

it will be hard letting go.  They would

like nothing better than to retain “vis-

itation rights” to their baby after she

launches.  Perhaps, they hope, they’ll

see her out on the Lafayette Reservoir.

      

Rotary charitable causes include

local literacy, fighting Polio, and

home maintenance for the elderly.

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary meets Fri-

days at 7 a.m. at Lafayettte’s Postino

Restaurant; details are at

http://www.lamorindasunrise.org/.
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We’ll put Dad at ease with stress-melting massage
and spa services.

3589 Mt. Diablio Blvd., Lafayette

925-299-8877
Open Daily 10am-7pm, 
except Thanksgiving, X’mas, 

and New Year Day

Father’s Day Special 
Gift Card for two 50min 
Swedish or Deep Tissue 
Massages:

$110*

* 2nd massage must be used by the same person. Exp. 7/31/11

Trattoria Lupetti
Treat your Papa' to homemade
style cooking at Trattoria Lupetti

for FATHER'S DAY!!
Father's Day is Sunday June19th.

Serving Brunch 10am ‑ 2pm 
& Dinner 2pm‑10pm

65 Moraga Way, Orinda

925‑253‑7662
www.trattorialupetti.com

Join us for Happy Hour, Daily 4‑6 & 8‑10pm

Super Summer Sale

June 25, 2011
10:00am -3:00pm

2500 Embarcadero St. 
Oakland, CA 94606

510-832-2284
www.jlkbg.com

Blowout deals on displays and overstock items!
 Extra 10-20% discounts

(Certain product lines excluded)

 Talk to our Reps 
 See new products.
 Checkout new displays

www.AliciaKlein.com

 Laptop Bags
 Padfolios
 Home of the World  

   Famous Taxi Wallet®

3541 Wilkinson Lane
La Fiesta Square next to the Cake Box

925.299.1444

Phone 
Case

ePouch

Can You Canoe?  This Crew Can!
By Cathy Dausman

L-R: Fulcher, Flaharty, Brown and Speicher at the canoe.  Note diamond maple wood inlay Photo Cathy Dausman

Gluing strips in place

Hand planer on canoe bottom, showing

fiberglass layer
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Cert. Personal
Trainer & Coach
Customized fitness & health program that
is easy to follow with great results.
Specializing in rehabilitation from injury,
working closely with your PT or Dr. to
enhanse a swift recovery.  Training sessions
in your home or my studio. Group discounts
available.   First session always free.

Jenn Forney  •  925-285-4940  •  jennforney@hotmail.com

License #777236

Call 925-323-6582
email: nlgionet@lga-db.com    www.lga-db.com

• Remodels
• Additions
• Custom Homes
• Kitchens
• Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value 

engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

925-377-8733

EAST BAY
TREE SERVICE
Professional Tree Care

Tree Service
FREE ESTIMATES

*1st Time Customers Only
Present Coupon with Payment

*

• Complete Tree Removal
(Large and Hazardous Tree Removal)

• Trim; Reduce weight/height
• View Enhancement
• Lot Clearing (Brush Chipping)
• Stump Grinding/Removal
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

www.eastbaytreeservice.com
Licensed, insured & bonded Lic.#805794
Locally owned and operated

377-TREE

Local Artists Helping Japan
By Andrea A. Firth

“Knowing how lost the many

people of Japan must feel

following the disaster, I wanted to

help from this side of the ocean,” says

Orinda resident Komiko Kogure. To

achieve her goal, Kogure decided to

put her love of art to work. Kogure

participates in a weekly figure draw-

ing class through the Orinda Commu-

nity Center. Working with the class

instructor, Norm Nicholson, and sev-

eral of the other artists Kogure has or-

ganized a silent art auction to raise

funds to help with the recovery efforts

in Japan.

      

Over 100 artworks have been do-

nated to the auction by dozens of Bay

Area artists. “We reached out to our

friends and the art community to spread

the word, and we have had a wonderful

response,” says Kogure. “It’s been a

very healing process for me.” 

      

For Kogure, who is Japanese, the

effects of the tsunami hit close to

home. Although she has lived in Cal-

ifornia for 31 years, she has family

and many friends who still reside in

Japan. One close friend of Kogure’s,

who lived very close to the damaged

nuclear plant, keeps her posted on the

details of what is happening. “They

have not moved on to recovery yet.

They are still sifting through the de-

bris to see what is left,” says Kogure.

      

The silent auction will be held at

the Orinda Community Center on

Saturday, June 11th from 12:00 p.m.

to 3:00 p.m., bidding will close at

2:30 p.m. The original art will include

paintings, drawings, prints, sculp-

tures, fabric art, jewelry, and ceram-

ics. All of the proceeds will be

donated to the Japanese Red Cross.

(From left) Local artist Makiko Vazifdar, Norm Nicholson, and Kimiko
Kogure have organized a silent art auction to help with recovery efforts 
in Japan. Photo provided

(925) 676-2103

5
DITS!
MS
ly.

READY SOLAR SYSTEMS, TOO

WE DO

FURNACE MAINTENANCE
Call for details Coupon Expires 6/30/11

10% Discount 
on Repairs - 

Coupon Expires 6/30/11 www.ACSystemsInc.com
License# 632329

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS 

Up To

$2,425OFF

New "Carrier" System                                               
Free Estimates on Installations - 

Call for Details

(925)283-9366 www.ASpaForMen.com
1008 Oak Hll Road. Unit "A"         Lafayette, CA 94549

Walk-Ins Welcome

Professional Massage Therapy For Men
Monday-Sunday 10am-7pm.

THE APP RAP
By Eric Pawlakos

Glympse
Price: Free
Developer: Glympse Inc.
For: Android Smartphones and iphones

Have you even been some-

where and tried to describe

your location to a friend or a par-

ent? How would you like to be

able to send a map of your loca-

tion or the course you are navigat-

ing to anyone you wish in a

matter of seconds? 

      

Download Glympse to your

device and this amazing app will

let others see exactly where you are

as long as they have an internet-en-

abled smartphone or computer.

They don’t need to have Glympse

downloaded.  When you want to

send a Glympse of where you are,

simply pick someone from your

contact list (email address or phone

number) and hit send. 

     It is that simple! 

     The Glympse appears on the

computer or the smartphone, giv-

ing the exact location from where

the Glympse was sent. In fact, a

detailed street map is sent that

shows precisely where you are at

that time.  Douglas McKinley, a

junior at Miramonte, likes

Glympse because, “You don’t

have to spend time texting or ac-

cessing Mapquest. I also like that

only those with whom you want

to share your location can see

where you are.”

     Their tagline is “share your

where,” but there is more to

Glympse than just sending your

location. For example, if you

want someone to be able to fol-

low your route, Glympse can en-

able tracking of your direction in

real time. Jared O'Rourke, a sen-

ior at Acalanes, found the app

particularly useful as he drove

throughout California visiting

colleges. “It was a great way of

letting my parents know where I

was without having to text them

or call them.”

     Glympse indicates not only

the route you are taking, but also

if you are moving or stopped. You

can control the amount of time

your movements can be tracked.

The app includes a patent-pend-

ing GlympseWatch timer that

ends the transmission after a des-

ignated period of time. 

     When you want a fast and

safe way for others to know and

see where you are, Glympse is the

perfect traveling companion. 

Eric Pawlakos is a junior at Mi-
ramonte High School. 

Merriewood Garden Full
of  Fruitful Lessons
By Cathy Tyson 

Who knew a piece of land

could be so productive in so

many ways?  On a recent gray morn-

ing Merriewood Children’s Center

Garden Teacher Gantt Charping gave

Lafayette Parks Trails and Recreation

Commissioners a tour of the one-acre

organic garden near Burton Valley El-

ementary School.  

      

Although it’s been a cool and

rainy spring, raised beds are ready for

corn transplants from the green house

and fruit trees display what will be a

bounty of apples, vines with definitely

un-ripe tiny grapes along with black-

berries can be found throughout the

learning garden. The City of

Lafayette lets the school use the land

that would otherwise be the very edge

of the Lafayette Community Park.   

      

As the summer heats up, garlic,

onions, corn, zucchini and lots of po-

tatoes will grow under the watchful

eyes of Charping and a bevy of little

assistants from the Merriewood Chil-

dren’s Center.  Merriewood offers

nursery school for two through five

year olds and before and after school

programs for Burton Valley students,

along with summer programs. 

      

The kids help with all aspects of

the garden from planting to harvest-

ing.  Lessons will vary depending on

the age of the kids – for preschoolers

that could mean finding a flower of

every color or collecting things that

are rough or smooth – to engage the

senses.  For bigger children lessons

can revolve around composting and

recycling, and why the fruit isn’t

ready to pick quite yet.  

      

“The kids prefer to eat rather than

weed,” said Charping, even munch-

ing on veggies like eggplant or kale.

They love the chickens.  A favorite re-

quest is to check for eggs and make

omelets.  He explains that because

they have been raised by humans, the

chickens have “imprinted” on people

– so they think they’re part of the

family, consequently very tolerant.

      

This year there are more raised

beds to combat hungry gophers, with

wire mesh buried under the soil. One

teepee made with sticks is already

partially covered in a grape vine, an-

other with green beans – edible forts.

Gantt placed a red flag in the top of

one of the teepees, “and all of sudden

it’s now a castle with dragons.”

      

It’s easy to see why Merriewood

management wants to encourage

Charping to get his teaching certifi-

cate.  He’s currently taking early

childhood education classes at DVC.

Although he has a non-traditional his-

tory, clearly he brings a range of

knowledge to the garden.  He worked

on a farm during the summer while he

was at the Evergreen State College,

after graduation he was a field biolo-

gist doing endangered bird work, then

came back to the Bay Area and got a

Master of Arts degree in Philosophy

from California Institute of Integral

Studies.

      

When he’s not busy with the gar-

den – it’s only a three-quarter time

job, Charping has his own business

designing and installing organic, sus-

tainable gardens for homeowners,

GaiaCentric Gardens.  He calls it

“food scaping;” www.gaiacentricgar-

dens.com. 

Garden teacher Gantt Charping at the Merriewood Children’s Garden Photo Cathy Tyson
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B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

family owned since 1933

Experience The Stratford on us! 

Surround yourself with care and companionship…Enjoy a trial stay of 

up to 30 days...when you make the Stratford your new home, we’ll credit

two weeks of your stay towards your first month’s rent. 

This is a $2,450 value! 

Offer good through June 2011 

Call (925) 932-9910 and book an experience!  

376-7500
1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga

Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

SIGNUP
NOW

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925
5600-D S

 WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM
License #898787

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

FREE ESTIMATES

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)
1813 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

$250
Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.
Exp.6-30-11

THT’s Twelfth
Night, Just Right
By Andrea A. Firth

Town Hall Theatre’s (THT) pro-

duction of Twelfth Night has all

the right ingredients: a classic tale,

one of Shakespeare’s joyous come-

dies, a cast of high-quality actors, and

a liberal dose of playfulness. 

      

As is often the case with Shake-

speare, the central theme of Twelfth
Night is love—obvious but never

simple. In brief, Duke Orsino loves

Olivia, who in turn loves the male

page Cesario, who is actually Viola, a

woman, and Viola loves Duke

Orsino, who thinks she is the young

man Cesario. And to top it off, Viola

has a twin brother Sebastian, who

bears a remarkable resemblance to

her alter ego Cesario, who comes on

the scene in the last half of the play. It

sounds complicated, but THT’s per-

formers adeptly navigate the audience

through the play’s complicated love

triangle (or it may be a quadrangle)

which is rife with disguises, mistaken

identity, secret messages, and mad-

ness.

      

The audience is kept smugly “in

the know” as to who is who and who

loves whom and is frequently enter-

tained by the antics of Olivia’s plucky

and cunning handmaid Maria, her

rowdy, drunken uncle Sir Toby, the

foolish Sir Andrew, and the dour, self-

absorbed Malvolio.

      

One of the play’s highlights is the

performance of the sharp-witted

clown Feste by THT’s Artistic Direc-

tor Clive Worsley. It’s worth going to

the play just hear Worsley’s beautiful

renditions of the story in song as he

ably plucks the ukulele. As Worsley

has frequently done since he arrived

on the scene at THT two and half

years ago, he recruited another no-

table member of the Bay Area theater

scene, Soren Oliver, to direct THT’s

Twelfth Night. Oliver directed the play

Art at THT last season and was ex-

cited to return to Town Hall to under-

take Shakespeare.

      

The subject of gender—mistaken,

bending, and otherwise—is often dis-

cussed with Twelfth Night, and the

play is sometimes referred to as one

of Shakespeare’s transvestite come-

dies. But Oliver refuses to go down

that path; he does not see the play as

a manifesto about gender identity.

“This was a commissioned play,” ex-

plains Oliver. “Shakespeare wrote this

play for a bunch of lawyers who were

celebrating twelfth night [the Feast of

the Epiphany]. It was written for a

specific audience.” 

      

“What I think this play is about is

versions of the truth,” says Oliver,

noting that the loopholes in the truth

are what make the play fun. 

      

Oliver identifies the plays protag-

onist Viola, played by Kate Jopson, as

a young woman seeking independ-

ence in a man’s world. “Viola has a

good reason for choosing to dress as

a man. This is a play about bending

the truth, not judging a book by its

cover,” says the director. “But when

the actors speak the truth, the play

moves forward. There is an

epiphany.” 

      

Possibly there is a simple lesson

in Twelfth Night for us all—honesty

is the best policy.

Twelfth Night at Town Hall
Theatre, 3535 School Street in
Lafayette, runs through June
25th, Thursday–Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
For tickets and information go
to www.thtc.org or call 
(925) 283-1557.

Dennis Markham (left) as Duke Orsino and Kate Jopson as Cesario (Viola)
in Town Hall Theatre Company’s production of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.

Photo Jay Yamada

Justin DuPuis as Sir Andrew Aquecheek and Alexandra Creighton as Maria
in Town Hall Theatre Company’s production of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.

Photo Jay Yamada

please...

...thanks
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•  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church  

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am   

www.refugecommunity.org  

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church  

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am  
 

 

925-942-1000 

A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
Veterans Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Sundays at
10:30 am

The Orinda 

Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am & 10am.
Music at both services. Choir at 10am.

Sunday School & childcare at 10am.

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am 
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Reading Room/Bookstore             M - F  11 - 4; Sat 10 - 1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.

Programs for children & youth

ST. MARK'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Serving Orinda & Moraga

451 Moraga Way            Phone: 925 254 5965
Worship Service and Sunday School  --  Sundays 10:30 am
"The Church with Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors"

Pastor: Rev. Ron Swisher

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722                                 www.oslc.net 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
One Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m.
PROGRESSIVE.  PROACTIVE.
PRESENT. We welcome you.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda

9:15 a.m. Worship Service  

Coffee Fellowship 1/2 hour 

before & after worship

Nursery care 8:45 to 10:45 a.m.925-254-3422

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

Put the Lime in the Coconut…
By Susie Iventosch

You put the lime in the coconut and … eat it all up!

This recipe inspired me to go back and find Harry

Nilsson’s famous song from the 70s and actually read all

of the lyrics.  I just remembered the main line “you put

the lime in the coconut and drink it all up”, but could never

remember beyond that. As it turns out, the lime in the co-

conut caused a bit of a belly ache to the kids in the song,

but we have tried this recipe a few times now, and no one

had to call the doctor! 

      

This cupcake is a great summertime recipe, and works

especially well for July 4th celebrations, since the white

cupcake and coconut make a great base for  patriotic dec-

orations. As you’re preparing your July 4thmenus, think

about serving these cupcakes adorned with red, white and

blue foil picks or American flag picks.You can also make

mini cupcakes with this recipe, which will yield close to

3 dozen miniature cupcakes.

      

For a trip down memory lane visit this link to watch

the video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tbgv8PkO9eo

Coconut Lime Cupcakes
(Makes 14 regular sized cupcakes)
INGREDIENTS
½ cup butter, softened
¾ cup granulated sugar
3 tablespoons cream of coconut (such as Coco Lopez)
3 tablespoons milk
3 eggs
1½ cups flour
1/3 cup angel flake coconut
2¼ teaspoons baking  powder
2 teaspoons lime juice 
1 teaspoon grated lime zest (optional)
¼ teaspoon salt
1 recipe coconut-lime cream cheese frosting (below)
2 cups angel flake coconut for topping
DIRECTIONS
In a large bowl, beat butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in cream of coconut and milk. Add eggs,
one at a time, and beat well after each. 
Sift together flour, salt and baking powder and add to butter mixture.  Mix well.  Stir in coconut and lime
juice and zest.
Pour into muffin tins lined with foils or papers, and bake at 350° for 18 minutes, or until golden brown and
toothpick inserted into centers comes out clean.
Cool on rack. When completely cooled, frost and top with shredded coconut.  (It’s easiest to place the co-
conut in a bowl, and holding the bottom of the cupcake by the paper or foil cup, gently roll the top of the
cupcake in the coconut, being sure to completely cover frosting.)
Coconut-Lime Cream Cheese Frosting
¼ cup butter, softened
4 oz. cream cheese, softened to room temperature
1-2 teaspoons fresh lime juice
3 tablespoons cream of coconut (add a little more if necessary for spreading consistency)
3 cups powdered sugar
With electric beater, cream together butter and cream cheese.  Mix in lime juice and 3 tablespoons
of the cream of coconut.  Beat well.  Slowly add powdered sugar, beating until integrated with each
addition. Add extra cream of coconut if needed for spreading consistency.

Susie Iventosch is

the author of Tax

Bites and Tasty

Morsels, which can

be found at Across

the Way in Moraga,

www.amazon.com,

and ww.taxbites.net. 

Susie can be

reached at

suziven@gmail.com.

These recipe is available on our web site. 

Go to: www.lamorindaweekly.com

If you would like to share your favorite

recipe with Susie please contact her by email

or call our office at 925-377-0977.

Coconut cupcakes with lime Photos Susie Iventosch

July 4th cupcakes
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ART

The Lafayette Gallery’s newest ex-

hibit, “Sun Kissed,” runs from May

24 to July 23. Bring some sunshine

into your day—the gallery will be

filled with the brilliant light, color and

energy of the season of sunshine. As a

part of summer celebration, this ex-

hibit will also include two outdoor

artist markets on June 19 and July 16.

Free to attend;

www.lafayettegallery.net, 

(925) 284-2788.

Gift of the Gods: Exploring Maize,

Culture and Indigenous Art in the

Americas, is on view through June 19

at the Hearst Art Gallery, the museum

of Saint Mary’s College. Artifacts in-

clude maize belts from Northern Peru

that trace back to an ancient Inca tra-

dition, harvest festival masks from

Ecuador, Navajo rugs, Hopi katsina

figures and a pollen pouch, Hopi,

Acoma and Mata Ortiz pottery,

Tarahumara grinding stones, corn stor-

age baskets, elaborately embroidered

tortilla cloths and clothing from Mex-

ico and Guatemala . The Gallery is

open to the public Wednesdays

through Sundays, 11am-4:30pm.

Adult admission is $4, students and

Gallery members are free. For more

information, call (925) 631-4379.

Website: www.hearstartgallery.org.

Moraga Art Gallery Member

Donna Arganbright and Guest Artist

Sharon Tama will be featured in the

new show, Off the Wheel, Off the

Canvas, June 7-August 13. The public

is invited to view Arganbright's origi-

nal stoneware and and Tama’s acrylic

paintings along with gallery members’

work at the show’s opening reception,

June 11, 3-5pm. The Moraga Art

Gallery is located at 570 Center St in

Moraga. For more information, go to

www.moragaartgallery.com or

(925)376-5407. 

MUSIC

Summer Concert Series every

Thursday night at the Moraga Com-

mons Park located at 1799 St. Mary’s

Rd., Moraga. The free concerts are

from 6:30 - 8:30pm. The volunteers of

the Moraga Park Foundation will be

serving delicious grilled dinners at the

concession stand. June 16:

RUKATAN, Latin & Reggae; June

23: GATOR BEAT, Cajun; June 30:

PLADDOGH, Celtic (local). For more

info go to www.moragaparks.org.

Come and enjoy this opportunity to

hear the Boston based, award winning

ATLANTIC BRASS QUINTET as

they perform at Saint Mary’s College

on Saturday, June 18 at 8pm in the

College Chapel. This is their West

Coast performance on their 25th An-

niversary Tour. They will play works

of Bach, Ginastera, and brass music

from around the world. Suggested do-

nation: $10 general; $5 SMC faculty,

staff and students and children 16 and

under. Tickets can be purchased at the

door. For more information call (925)

631-4670.

The Orinda Library summer con-

cert series opens on Wednesday, June

22 at 6:30pm, with Celtic Sands per-

forming music of the Celtic lands. Led

by Lara Garner on the Irish harp, the

talented musicians will share their

masterful interpretation of traditional

music and may include stories or a few

dance steps in their performance. The

Orinda Library is at 26 Orinda Way in

Orinda and the Summer Music Series

is free and open to all. For more info

visit www.ccclib.org or telephone

(925) 254-2184.

THEATER

Cal Shakes presents Titus Androni-

cus by William Shakespeare, di-

rected by Joel Sass, through June 26.

Titus is one of Shakespeare’s oldest

plays, but it is undeniably a play for

our time: a sophisticated blend of

heart-stopping drama and pitch black

humor. For exact dates, times and to

purchase tickets go to www.cal-

shakes.org.

Town Hall Theatre is proud to pres-

ent Shakespeare’s classic comedy,

“Twelfth Night” June 4 - 25. This pro-

duction features wonderful, original

music using Shakespeare’s text, writ-

ten and performed by Artistic Director

Clive Worsley as Feste the clown. For

tickets contact Town Hall Theatre Box

Office at (925) 283-1557, or purchase

online at www.TownHallTheatre.com.

Outdoor Move Night in the Plaza,

Thursday, June 16 - "How to Train

Your Dragon." Invite your friends,

family, and neighbors, bring a blanket

or two, shop at the farmers’ market for

a fresh and delicious picnic or pick-up

a meal to go at a nearby restaurant, and

stake out your spot on the Lafayette

Plaza greens for the free family enter-

tainment. The free movie will follow

the farmer’s market at sundown.

Sweets and drinks will be available for

purchase. 

Rocky Horror Food Drive for the

Food Bank of Contra Costa and

Solano at the New Rheem Theatre,

June 17th, Friday Night at 10pm.

Come in costume and win prizes at the

costume contest. Win more prizes after

the show during the Rocky Horror

Trivia Quiz, hosted by Rheem Queen

of Scream, Vanessa. Cost: $7 and one

can of healthy food! (Or 9$ if you for-

get to bring food). Rheem Theatre, 350

Park Street, Moraga, (925) 388-0751

or www.TheNewRheemTheatre.com.

First Year Anniversary Celebration

of The New Rheem Theatre, Satur-

day, June 25. There will be a reception

at 6pm, followed by the movie “The

Majestic.” Tickets are $25 (includes

movie and light refreshment). Monies

will benefit the upgrade of the theatre’s

sound system. Info at www.The-

NewRheemTheatre.com or (925) 388-

0751.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Book Signing: Meet Lilo Heller and

Tom Adams on Sunday, June 12, 1-

3pm at Oakwood Health Club. Wine

and hors d’oeuvres to be served. For

more information contact Michael

Heller at (925) 998-2150 or ml-

heller78@hotmail.com.

Lafayette Historical Society's

Speaker Series presents "The Calde-

cott Fourth Bore -Tunneling Through

Time" with speakers Ivy Morrison,

Caldecott Fourth Bore Information

Officer and Jim Allen, Geologist.

Tuesday, June 14 at 3pm, Arts and Sci-

ence Room, Lafayette LIbrary and

Learning Center. Donation requested,

$10 for members and $14 for non-

members. Children under 14 free with

paying adult. 

“A Peaceful Warrior's approach to

Living Wisely and Well”: Dan Mill-

man will share insights from his just-

published book, The Four Purposes of

Life - the culmination of a life of ex-

ploration and adventure. Millman was

the first World Men's Trampoline

Champion, a Stanford University

coach, a martial arts instructor, Oberlin

college professor, and world traveler.

Wed., June 15, 7-9pm, Lafayette

Christian Church, 584 Glenside Drive,

Lafayette; presented by Diablo IONS

Community Group.

UC Berkeley Professor Emeritus

Frederic C. Tubach will read from his

new book, “German Voices: Memo-

ries of Life during Hitler's Third

Reich,” (University of California

Press) at Orinda Books on Thursday,

June 16 at pm. Co-author with

Auschwitz survivor, Bernat Rosner, of

the widely acclaimed double biogra-

phy, “An Uncommon Friendship:

From Opposite Sides of the Holo-

caust,” Tubach examines in his new

book the causes for the rapid rise of

National Socialism in Germany in the

1930s as well as the lives of individual

Germans caught up in the maelstrom

of history throughout World War II.

For more information contact Orinda

Books at (925) 254-7606.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Kids Fishing Clinic and Camp Day

for Families on Saturday, June 11,

11am-1pm at the Lafayette Reservoir.

Come enjoy fishing, crafts, nature

scavenger hunts, games, and camp

tours at Roughing It Day Camp. Learn

the fundamentals of fishing, how to

reel and rig your pole, casting tech-

niques from the Roughing It Water-

front staff. For more information, see

roughingit.com/campdayforfamilies.

Lawrence Hall of Science presents

Dinosaurs Unearthed, now - January

1, 2012, 10am-5pm daily at Lawrence

Hall of Science, 1 Centennial Drive,

Berkeley. Explore the world of di-

nosaurs as never before with Di-

nosaurs Unearthed, featuring

amazingly real robotic dinosaurs,

hands-on dig sites and more! Cost:

LHS members, $4; Non-members $5

+ general admission ($6-$12). For

more info see http://lawrencehallof-

science.org or call (510) 642-5132 or

email lhsweb@berkeley.edu. 

OTHER

An introductory talk by Edi Pfeiffer

about dietary principles to guide par-

ents during preconception, pregnancy

and the childhood years. How the

foundational nutritional principles

were discovered and the dangers of

modern processed foods will be dis-

cussed. Homeopathy Every Day Study

Group of Walnut Creek Thursday,

June 16, from 6-7p.m. 43 Quail Court,

Suite 215, Walnut Creek. www.Home-

opathyEveryDay.com.

Summer Solstice Labyrinth Walk--

-Friday June 17. Come-and-go event

between 7- 8 pm. A flutist will be play-

ing selections by Haydn, Schumann

and Corelli. Labyrinth walkers are en-

couraged to celebrate the coming sum-

mer and reflect on past ones. All are

welcome. Lafayette-Orinda Presbyte-

rian Church, 49 Knox Drive,

Lafayette. (925) 283-8722.

The annual Making Strides Against

Breast Cancer for Contra Costa

County will be held on Saturday, June

18th (Registration: 8am; Event Start:

9am) at Heather Farm Park in Walnut

Creek. Teams of walkers will com-

plete a 5K non-competitive course and

take part in activities before/after the

walk. For more information or to sign

up for the Walnut Creek Making

Strides event, email makingstrideswal-

nutcreek@cancer.org or call (925)

927-5011 or visit http://mak-

ingstrides.acsevents.org/walnutcreek.

The Second annual "Motorama -

World of Wheels" will be held on Fa-

ther's Day, June 19 in the parking lot

shared by Postino restaurant and the

Clocktower on Mount Diablo Boule-

vard in Lafayette. Dads (and everyone

else) are invited. Gates to the public

open at 9am. Admission is free. Pre-

sented by the Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-

tary Club. For additional information

visit www.motorama.us.

NAMI Contra Costa is a local affil-

iate of National Alliance for Mental

Illness, which is a grassroots, nonprofit

organization, composed of consumers,

family members, & supporters.

Classes and support groups for both

consumers and family members are

offered, which include education

classes for those with mental illness

and their families. Presentations about

mental illness by "those who have

been there" are offered as outreach.

Monthly speaker meetings are held the

third Thursday of each month at the

John Muir Concord campus, include

presentations by doctors, researchers,

and authors. For a schedule of events

go to www.namicontracosta.org.

The Women Helping Women group

of the Orinda Community Church is

holding a Beaded Jewelry Sale to ben-

efit Ugandan women on Sunday, June

26 from 12-2pm at the Orinda Com-

munity Church Fellowship Hall, 10

Irwin Way, Orinda. For more informa-

tion please contact Rev. Lee Cruise,

office@orindachurch.org., or

(925)254 4906. 

The Moraga Youth Involvement

Committee, a group of middle and

high school students dedicated to giv-

ing back and serving their community,

is hosting a backpack drive for chil-

dren in grades kindergarten through

fourth. New school supplies such as

crayons, binders, rulers, and, of course,

backpacks, as well as monetary dona-

tions, will be graciously accepted. The

filled backpacks will then be distrib-

uted through a local program called

Shelter, Inc. to impoverished children

in Contra Costa County. Donations

will be accepted through June 30 at the

Recreation Office of the Hacienda de

las Flores, at 2100 Donald Drive, Mor-

aga, from 8:30am to 5pm, M-F. For

more information, please call Recre-

ation and Facilities Coordinator Kim-

berly Nelson at (925) 888-7035.

Moraga’s First Annual Red, White

and Blues Festival, on July 1st from

5-8pm, will feature music, local wines

and appetizers. Held at the beautiful

Hacienda de las Flores at 2100 Donald

Drive in Moraga, the entrance fee in-

cludes a signature wine glass, wine

tasting coupons, and description &

score cards for tasting at six featured

wineries. For more information and to

purchase tickets visit www.genera-

tiongreen.com. Tickets are $25 in ad-

vance and $35 at the door. Questions?

Contact Lynda Deschambault, (925)

708-9686 or

info@generationgreen.com.

Campolindo High School Class of

1971 40th Anniversary Reunion. Sat-

urday, September 17th from 5 - 9 pm

at Era Art Bar, 19 Grand Ave. @

Broadway, Oakland, CA www.oaklan-

dera.com. Please RSVP to Ken

Churchill at ken@churchill-

cellars.com or (707) 578-5393.
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COLOR ME MINE SUMMER WORKSHOP

925.299.2615
www.lafayette.colormemine.com
3541 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Weekly camp ,every day new painting
technique,drawing and many more morning
and afternoon season available.
$150 a week  material 
and snack are included. 

Please submit: Events:     calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed Not to be missed Not to be missed

FIRST YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

Saturday, June 25th, 2011
Reception: 6:00PM

Movie: “The Majestic”
Tickets: $25

(includes movie and light refreshment)

www.TheNewRheemTheatre.com

925.388.0751

THE NEW
RHEEM
THEATRE

Benefits the 
upgrade of the 
theatre’s sound 

system

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

Pasta with fresh tomatoes & basil  $14
Linguini with prawns, artichokes &  basil  $16

Roasted chicken parmigana  $ 15
Niman flat iron steak & potato gratin  $17

Roasted scallops in Spanish chorizo sauce  $16
Fresh seafood cioppino  $19

Roasted wild salmon with potato gratin  $16

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette (near the Lafayette theatre)

Reservations recommended (925) 284-1330
Food low in fat…..since 1963

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways
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Gold and Silver Awards – Orinda Moraga Service Unit
Submitted by Thama Brentano, Service Unit Director

On Sunday, May 22 over 100

people gathered at Holy

Shepherd Lutheran Church in

Orinda to recognize Silver and Gold

Award recipients, as well as gradu-

ating Girl Scouts from the Orinda

Moraga Service Unit.  There were

15 scouts who earned their Silver

award, 16 Gold Award recipients,

and 30 graduating scouts. Mayor

Victoria Smith of Orinda and

Mayor Karen Mendonca of Moraga

were assisted by Council members

Amy Worth of Orinda and Howard

Harpham of Moraga in presenting

each Gold Award recipient with ei-

ther a letter (from the Town of Mor-

aga) recognizing her

accomplishments, or a proclamation

(from the City of Orinda) listing her

accomplishments and declaring a

certain day to be that scout‘s “day“

in the city. All of the graduating

scouts were presented with a yellow

rose in honor of their years in scout-

ing and best wishes for their future.

Silver  Awards:
Troop 30040: Linden Brentano,

Elizabeth Chenok, Jane Fessenden,

Colleen McCullough, Anya

Niedzwiedz, Margot Odell, Emma

Patton, Ariel Ramirez, and Tori

Wong earned their Silver Award by

hosting an elementary to middle

school transition summit for all 5th

grade girls in Orinda. This event, ti-

tled “Teenage Dream,” covered the

topics of academics, self esteem,

peer pressure, growing up, and re-

lationships.  Participating in small

group discussions, playing games,

watching videos, listening to a guest

speaker and having a Q & A session

helped calm many concerns of the

elementary school girls before mov-

ing on to middle school next year.

Troop 33859: Anna Finnell,

Katherine Friedman, Amrita New-

ton, Michelle Prezkop, and Julia

Young earned their Silver Award by

working with St. Anthony’s Foun-

dation in San Francisco.  After vol-

unteering at the center in San

Francisco, they ran a clothing drive

and collected 4 car loads of clothing

to donate to St. Anthony’s.  In addi-

tion they held a Homelessness and

Poverty Seminar for local elemen-

tary school children to help them

learn more about the issue of home-

lessness and what they can do to

help. 

Juliette Scout: Eliane Holmlund

organized a quartet to play two con-

certs in Pacific Grove.  They played

at Canterbury Woods, an elderly

medical hospital and a senior living

center where her grandmother,

Helen Holmlund formerly of

Orinda, now resides.  Her goal was

to share her passion of music and

bring some joy others. 

The following 16 scouts

earned their Gold Award:
Sonia Abraham has been a mem-

ber of troop 30316 and Girl Scouts

for 12 years and is graduating from

Miramonte. She earned the Gold

Award with her project called The

Wagner Chronicle. Sonia created an

after school newspaper class at

Wagner Ranch Elementary school

last spring. She went in once a week

to help kids work on drawings and

articles. At the end of each month

Sonia collected the kids' different

works that were left in a designated

box and typed up the writings and

scanned the pictures to make a

newspaper, which was distributed

the following week. Sonia will be

attending Sarah Lawrence College.

Margaux Attard is a founding

member of Orinda Girl Scout troop

30316 and has been active for 13

years. She is graduating from Mira-

monte and earned the Gold Award

for a joint project with Neris New-

ton. Margaux managed and co-pro-

duced a musical production of

Annie Jr. at Longfellow Middle

School in Berkeley. She will be at-

tending UC San Diego.

Nina Berger has been a Girl Scout

for 12 years, 8 years in troop 30316.

She is graduating from Miramonte.

Nina earned the Gold Award with a

project called Youthful Art: She

taught an 8 week art class at Wagner

Ranch Elementary School that went

over the artistic styles of Impres-

sionism, Fauvism, Cubism, and

Dadaism. Then, Nina showcased all

of the art projects in the Orinda

Children's Library. She is attending

Willamette University in the fall.

Gabriela Blum is a junior at Mira-

monte. She led a cooking and sports

summer camp for young children at

Shelter, Inc. in Antioch.  She taught

them how to cook basic meals and

helped them make their own recipe

books as well as teach the children

the fundamentals of soccer.  The

children ranged in age from 6 to 10

years old.  For many of them, this

was the first time they had cooked

their own meals or been on a sports

team.  They also learned how to

write in some cases or practice their

writing as they wrote out the recipes

for the snacks and meals they made

at camp.  

Katie Evans has been a member of

troop 30316 and Girl Scouts for 11

years and is graduating from Mira-

monte. She earned the Gold Award

for a joint project with Alyssa

Wendt called St. Stephen's Garden

Project. They built two planter

boxes and planted an apple tree at

St. Stephen's Church and Nursery

School. They also worked with the

kids in the class room to teach them

about garden management, and

helped them grow and plant fruits

and vegetables. Katie will be at-

tending the University of Vermont

in the fall.

Eva Healy is graduating from

Campolindo. Her project addressed

the issue of homelessness and was

designed to allow homeless chil-

dren, who are often overlooked dur-

ing this stressful time, the

opportunity to be creative.  She col-

lected art supplies to donate to local

shelters that specialize in art as ther-

apy, wrote and illustrated a chil-

dren's book, titled Her Quilted

World, and visited elementary

schools in her community to give

presentations to the students about

homelessness. Eva will be attending

UC Santa Barbara.

Annika Bourcier Holmlund or-

ganized the Senegal Summer Read-

ing Camp with assistance from her

sister Eliane, a Girl Scout Ambas-

sador.  In July 2010 they traveled to

a remote Pulaar speaking village in

Eastern Senegal.  The girls spent 40

hours each teaching literacy skills

and reading French with local stu-

dents, aged 5 to 14. Annika will be

attending Middlebury College.

Caety Klingman shot and pro-

duced a video in the summer of

2009 at Diablo Day Camp.  One cut

of the video was designed to recruit

adult staff, the other was to recruit

not only staff but campers.  The

DVD was distributed to all of the

associations that feed into Diablo

Day Camp.  Caety has attended

DDC since she was 3, first as a tag,

then as a camper, and finishes this

year as a 5th-year elf. Caety will be

attending the University of

Chicago.

Neris Newton has been a member

of troop 30316 and Girl Scouts for

10 years and is graduating from Mi-

ramonte. She earned the Gold

Award by working on a joint proj-

ect with Margaux Attard. Neris di-

rected and co-produced a musical

production of Annie Jr. at Longfel-

low Middle School in

Berkeley,where the drama program

had been cut. She is attending New

York University in London in the

fall.

Hannah Reed is a senior at Mira-

monte and has been in scouting for

12 years. She did a joint project

with Jamie Riley, both of Troop

30997.  Their project was a Rich-

mond After School Program. They

taught academic enrichment classes

in art, music, cooking, dance and

drama for K to 8th graders at a

Richmond school called at St. Cor-

nelius. Hannah will be attending

Carlton College.

Jamie Riley is a senior at Mira-

monte High School and has been in

scouting for 12 years. She did a

joint project with Hannah Reed,

both of Troop 30997.  Their project

was a Richmond After School Pro-

gram. They taught academic en-

richment classes in art, music,

cooking, dance and drama for K to

8th graders at a Richmond school

called at St. Cornelius.  Jamie will

be attending the University of Puget

Sound.

Julie Sanders is a senior at Cam-

polindo. For her project, Books on

Tape for Afghanistan, Julie got

money donated to purchase new

books, tapes, and cassette players.

Then volunteers (Lafayette girl

scout troops and church groups) and

Julie recorded the children's books

onto cassette tapes so that the chil-

dren in Afghanistan could learn

English.  She worked with an or-

ganization called Trust in Education

and ended up recording and pack-

aging up the 73 books and recorded

tapes and donating an extra $500

donation from the left over money.

Julie will be attending the Univer-

sity of Oregon.

Andrea Say has been a member of

troop 30316 and Girl Scouts for 12

years. She is graduating from Mira-

monte. Andrea earned the Gold

Award with her project called Kids

Camp which was a one week multi-

ple activities camp for kids ages 3

to 12 at the Shelter Inc. apartment

complex in Antioch. She will be at-

tending Boston University in the

fall.

Alyssa Wendt has been a member

of troop 30316 and Girl Scouts for

12 years and is graduating from Mi-

ramonte. She earned the Gold

Award for a joint project with Katie

Evans. She spent 101 hours build-

ing and taking care of a garden at St.

Stephen’s Nursery School. Alyssa

also built four benches out of recy-

cled wood and tree stumps. They

took an 11 hour work day and con-

structed a planter box and helped fix

a water fountain along with setting

up an irrigation system.

Alyssa will be attending the Uni-

versity of Redlands.

Leanne Woehleke is a senior at

Campolindo. Her project, “Project

Night Night” was her Gold Award

theme. Leanne gave more than 50

tote bags filled with comfort items

to homeless children at the Bay

Area Rescue Mission and the Con-

tra Costa Crisis nursery. She col-

lected gently used or new books and

stuffed animals. Girl scout troops

and church groups helped her sew

fleece blankets from fleece donated

or purchased with the funds that she

raised from cookie and bake sales.

Leanne also taught other girl scout

troops to knit and provided hand

knit baby blankets in the tote bags.

Leanne will be attending Gettys-

burg College.

Cheyenne Ziermann is a senior at

Campolindo. Cheyenne’s project

involved the Peninsula Humane So-

ciety and her love of animals. She

collected over 250 used

blankets/towels as well as used

newspapers and other gifts as dog

food/toys/leashes and beds for the

animals in the shelter. Cheyenne

then prepared a presentation about

spaying/neutering and pet

care(using display boards), which

she took to share with other girl

scout troops in Lamorinda.

Cheyenne will be attending UC

Santa Barbara.

The Orinda Moraga Service Unit
also recognized the following girls
for their years in scouting as they
prepare to graduate from high
school:

Danielle Albo, Marina Allen, Eve-

lyn Alper, Cynthia Brzezinski, Tay-

lor Greenthal, Alyssa Johanson,

Lindsey Loeper, Emily McPhee,

Elyana Schwartz, Annie Singsank,

Emma Smith, Devon Van Hoy, and

Tessa Whitley.

Troop 33859 Photo provided

Troop 30316, back row:  Andrea Say, Margaux Attard and Neris Newton; front
row:  Sonia Abraham, Katie Evans, Alyssa Wendt and Nina Berger

Annika Holmlund (Gold Award), Jeanine Holmlund (Advisor), Eliane
Holmlund (Silver Award)

Troop 30977, from left: Emma Smith, Danie Albo, Jamie Riley, Hannah Reed,
Annie Singsank, Katrina Kovalik (not shown: Evelyn Alper, Cynthia Brzezinski)

Troop 31997, from left: Elyana Schwartz, Leanne Woehleke, Eva Healy,  Julie
Sanders, Tessa Whitley, Cheyenne Ziermann
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Gold Awards – Girl Scout Troop 32153
Submitted by Nancy Crawford

On May 8th, 2011, members of Lafayette

Girl Scout Troop 32153 gathered to honor

and celebrate six members receiving Girl Scout’s

highest award, the Gold Award.  In addition to

40 hours of career exploration and 30 hours of

leadership prerequisites, each scout had to de-

signed and lead a significant service project.  Na-

tionwide less than 5% of all Girl Scouts reach

this level of distinction.

Troop 32153 Scouts receiving Gold Awards:

Hannah Borosky led the ICE community

awareness campaign.  ICE stands for In Case of

Emergency.  To improve emergency response,

individuals were taught to add a new cell phone

contact titled ICE listing their top emergency

contacts. Hannah is a senior at Acalanes High

School and plans on attending Santa Clara in the

fall.

Chelsea Crawford’s project involved a book

drive and gift of books and reading for a local el-

ementary school.  Chelsea is a senior at Cam-

polindo High School.

Megan Langner’s project “Keep the Bees” in-

cluded community awareness on the environ-

mental benefits of bees and she helped four

families set up and maintain hives. Megan is a

senior at Acalanes High and plans on attending

UC Davis in the fall.  

Alexa Wash created an educational project

called Lafayette Creeks – Caring for our Water-

ways.  She taught the importance of waterways

and water preservation to Lafayette students.

Alexa is a senior at Acalanes High School .

For her project, Emily St. Pierre coordinated the

5 day “R,R,R,R You Aware” environmental

awareness program at the Lindsey Wildlife Mu-

seum focusing on Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and

Rot. Emily is a senior at Acalanes High and will

attend Puget Sound University.

The troop is proud of its dedication to stay

together and committed to Girl Scouts through

the years, and of all ten seniors completing their

scouting journey and advancing to Adult Scouts.

In addition to the six Gold Award scouts, other

dedicated members include Acalanes seniors

Katie Barton, Maddy Cimino and Gabrielle

Zoger, and Campolindo senior Anne Finne. The

girls entered scouting in kindergarten at their re-

spective Lafayette Elementary Schools; the var-

ious troops merged when they became Cadette

Scouts at Stanley Middle School and have stayed

together throughout high school. 

Gold Awards – Girl Scout Troop 30215
Submitted by Linda Lim

Troop leaders Lori Edelstone and Dayle

Okamitsu of Girl Scouts Troop 30215 are

proud to announce the following Ambassador

Girl Scouts have completed the requirements for

the Gold Award, the highest award given by the

Girl Scouts of America.  The Girl Scout Gold

Award symbolizes outstanding accomplishments

in the areas of leadership, community service,

and commitment to excellence as each girl scout

develops skills and values to meet present and

future challenges.  Each of the girl scouts previ-

ously achieved the Silver Award, the second

highest Girl Scouts award.

Kate Cooper: To earn her Gold Award, Kate de-

veloped a project to assist families at the Monu-

ment Crisis Center in Concord.  She also

contributed to the Blue Star Mom’s Operation

Pillowcase which sends patriotic pillowcases,

cards of appreciation, and other items to U.S.

troops overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other

locations.  Kate also received the U. S. Presi-

dential Award for Volunteerism during her junior

year and the U. S. Congressional Award for

Community Service and Personal Growth in her

senior year.

Marissa Cunha: Marisa’s Gold Award was for

making “Buddies” for children undergoing sur-

gery.  She organized a group of people to sew

100 dolls for a local hospital.  The dolls had em-

broidered faces and yarn for hair.   The project

goal was to make children happy when going

through very difficult times.  A child getting sur-

gery is often in pain and emotionally hurting.

The doll can make the child feel like they have

a friend alongside them and help them feel more

comfortable and secure when facing their tough

situation.

Andie Nishimi: Andie earned her Gold Award

by leading a collection drive of toys that were

donated to Oakland Children’s Hospital.  She

drew her inspiration for “Project Emily” from a

five-year-old girl diagnosed with Beckwith-Wei-

demann Syndrome who undergoes periodic di-

agnostic tests at the hospital’s radiology

department to scan for potential diseases  With

strong support from Brownie and Junior Girl

Scout troop members from Moraga, and  local

students, Andie collected  a large number of toys

that were organized into gift bags for the hospi-

tal’s young patients. 

Kanani Okimitsu: During the summer of 2010,

Kanani  and friend Valerie Su completed a proj-

ect called Einsteince Camp. They went to Con-

tra Costa Interfaith Housing (CCIH)—a housing

complex for families who would be homeless if

this place did not exist—for a week to teach the

children living there science through experi-

ments.  Each day they provided 3 simple, excit-

ing experiments on a different science subject.

Alexa Smith: Alexa completed her Gold Award

project for the Contra Costa Interfaith Housing

Apartments in Concord.  She ran a weeklong

dance class for the children living in the apart-

ment complex. She taught them a dance routine

and other fun dance activities over the course of

the week.  At the end of the week, the children

performed their routine for their parents in cos-

tumes that Alexa collected from her dance stu-

dio, California Academy of Performing Arts, and

donated to the children.  Alexa also left the

Apartment Complex recreation room with two

boxes of dance costumes and every child took

home a CD of dance music as well as a costume.

Valerie Su: Valerie worked with girl scout friend

Kanani Okimitsu on their Gold Award project, a

science camp for disadvantaged children. The

camp, dubbed “Einsteince Camp”, took place at

the Contra Costa Interfaith Housing Develop-

ment in Concord for a week. Nearly everyday

over the summer, the girls met to plan the camp,

deciding that each day would have a certain

theme: Physics, Chemistry, Weather, Environ-

ment, and Food. They determined that the goal

would be not only to educate the kids, but also to

show them that learning can be fun and reward-

ing. They planned hands-on projects, ranging

from making straw towers to making ice cream.

Eagle Scouts – Troop 303
Submitted by Kim Wolfe

Boy Scouts of America Troop 303 in Orinda is proud to induct two new Eagle

Scouts. Chris Perry, a Miramonte senior, and Austin Wolfe, a Miramonte

freshman, earned the highest advancement rank in Scouting by fulfilling require-

ments in the areas of leadership, service and outdoor skills. In addition an Eagle

Scout must have completed at least 21 merit badges and organized and led a serv-

ice project benefiting his community. Chris and Austin each led a project benefit-

ing the elementary school where he began scouting as a Tiger Cub.

Chris’s Eagle Scout Project provided Del Rey Elementary School with a re-

constructed and safer sandbox in the main playground area.   Chris tore down the

existing splintered wood structure and replaced it with a cement structure that in-

cluded a water drainage system.  He then added synthetic wood panels on top of

the walls for a comfortable and aesthetic place to sit, and new sand.  New sand was

poured into the sandbox, replacing the rock and dirt originally found.   

Austin designed and led members of Troop 303 in the construction of an at-

traction for the Sleepy Hollow Elementary School Pumpkin Patch Carnival. The

attraction, a twenty-one foot race track and fleet of sixteen Halloween-themed race

cars, was designed to provide the youngest members of the school community an

opportunity to be successful in an exciting non-skill based competition against

older students.  Austin donated the race game to the Sleepy Hollow Parents’ Club

for many years of enjoyment.

For over 45 years, Orinda Boy Scout Troop 303, chartered by the Rotary

Club of Orinda, has been providing boys with a variety of hiking, camping, com-

munity service and leadership opportunities.  

Austin Wolfe (left) and Chris Perry Photo John Wolfe
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Pictured from left:  Alexa Smith, Andie Nishimi, Valerie Su, Kanani Okamitsu, Kate Cooper and
Marissa Cunha. Photo provided



Lights, camera, action! With 50 1st
through 7th grade students serv-
ing as cast and crew, St. Perpetua
School proudly presented their

spring musical, Alice in BEATLES-
Land. This original production was
written and directed by Barrett
Lindsay-Steiner, an accomplished

actor, writer and director. Barrett's
staff included Sarah Sumner and
Claire Laurence, local high school
students, plus a St. Perpetua School
Alumna, Katie Steele. The musical
was a contemporary re-telling of
the classic Alice in Wonderland but
with a twist. When the Beatles fol-
low the Rabbit into Wonderland,
everything is "BEATLEfied. Alice
goes on a quest to find the four
missing BEATLES and to return
Wonderland to its natural state.
Barrett transformed this classic into
a smart comedy, full of bright, orig-
inal, and fun musical theater. With
its wonderful humor and darling
costumes, this small-scale produc-
tion was performed to a full house
and concluded with a standing
ovation from the audience!  

Photo provided
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Letters of  Recommendation: 
Asking in the Right Way, at the Right Time
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

As a college advisor I hold two

sessions with each of my 11th

grade clients to review 12 goals that

should be accomplished no later than

the fall of the senior year.  One of the

goals is to identify two teachers from

the junior year to ask for letters of rec-

ommendation.  In years past I sug-

gested that students consider asking

teachers before the end of the junior

year to find out their willingness to

perform this task.  More recently my

suggestion has turned into a strong

recommendation, especially if that is

current practice at the student’s high

school.

      

Here are my general guidelines for

obtaining teacher recommendations:

•     First, be aware that public school

teachers are not paid to write letters of

recommendation for students.  To my

knowledge no public school teacher’s

job description includes a requirement

to produce letters for college-bound

students.  Teachers perform this serv-

ice in their desire to help students

along the path to college.

•     Next, always be polite when you

request a recommendation and be

ready to supply whatever teachers

need to complete your recommenda-

tions on time.  It is your job to take

care of logistics.  For example, you

should give your teachers pread-

dressed, stamped envelopes if the rec-

ommendations are to be sent by

regular mail.  On the other hand,

many colleges use the Common Ap-

plication and many forms, including

teacher and counselor letters of rec-

ommendation can be completed and

sent on-line.

•     Remember that a teacher who

knows you in the classroom may not

know much about your extracurricular

activities.  Do you write for the student

newspaper?  Do you play an active

role in a school club?  Perhaps you

have taken piano lessons for many

years and have earned a certificate of

merit that documents your accom-

plishments.  If you want the teacher to

know these things about you, you

must tell them.  Some schools provide

a form at the counseling office that

you can fill out and give to your

teacher.  At other high schools you

may provide this information on Na-

viance (your school counseling office

will tell you if they use this program).

I suggest that you create and maintain

a student profile/resume which details

important academic and extracurricu-

lar achievements including employ-

ment, volunteerism, honors and

awards and so on.  This profile can be

used in many important ways

throughout the college admissions

process (to have ready at a college in-

terview, for example).

•     Generally, the student should ask

at least two teachers.  Occasionally, a

student may wish to ask three teach-

ers, especially if they know a recom-

mendation from a particular teacher is

most appropriate for a particular insti-

tution (e.g. an AP math instructor for

a technical institute like MIT or Cal-

Tech).  But usually it is sufficient to

secure two definite commitments

from teachers who teach academic,

college-preparatory subjects such as

English, foreign language, math, sci-

ence, or the social sciences like his-

tory or economics.

      Although there is new pressure to

move even more swiftly along the

path to completing college applica-

tions, be prepared if a teacher thinks it

is too early to ask, and tells you to ask

next fall.  Thank her or him politely

and do not press the issue.  Also, be

ready if teachers ask what school(s)

you are applying to.  If you know the

names of some private colleges to

which you are planning to send appli-

cations, certainly let them know.

Many private colleges and some out

of state public universities require let-

ters.  However, remember that the

California public system does not take

letters of recommendation.  So if you

ask for a recommendation when only

applying to the University of Califor-

nia or California State Universities

you will look as though you have not

done your homework—definitely

NOT a good idea when you are asking

a teacher for a recommendation!

      A related issue involves early ad-

mission programs.  Unless a student

has thoroughly researched colleges

and prepared a final list, he or she

probably does not know which col-

leges are good candidates for early

admission applications.  Also, most

students will want to know their jun-

ior year standardized test scores, AP

exam results and final spring semester

grades before making decisions about

early applications.  Still, students who

believe they will apply to one or more

schools early could benefit from let-

ting their teachers know about their

intention.  This is particularly true for

students with special talents like ath-

letes and performing artists.

      Although these are my general

guidelines I feel compelled to add that

I believe this trend puts teachers, stu-

dents and parents under even more

pressure about college admissions.

This is most unfortunate.  There are

many students who will wait until the

fall of their senior year to ask for rec-

ommendations, and I hope and be-

lieve these students will still find

teachers who will write their letters.

Elizabeth LaScala Ph.D. guides high
school and transfer students through
the complex world of college
admissions. She develops best match
college lists, offers personalized essay
coaching, and tools and strategies to
help students tackle each step of the
admissions process with confidence
and success.  Elizabeth helps students
from all backgrounds, including
college-bound athletes, to maximize
merit and financial aid awards.  She
earned certification from UC Berkeley
in College Admissions and Career
Planning. Contact her @ (925) 891-
4491 or elizabeth@doingcollege.com.

Findlay Named AUHSD
Educator of  the Year

On June 1, Karen Findlay was recognized as Educator of the Year for the

Acalanes Union High School District.  In the past this award has been

given to teachers, but as Superintendent Nickerson explained this year it was

expanded to include educators from counselors to the librarians and beyond.

“I’m very surprised – it’s an amazing place to work, and I’m so happy to be

here,” said Findlay.  She’s been involved in a variety of things on campus,

serving on the Technology Committee and the Academic Honesty committee,

and as a co-coach for the Academic Decathlon team. 

AUHSD Superintendent John Nickerson gives the 2011 Educator of the
Year award to Acalanes Librarian Karen Findlay.  Photo C. Tyson 

JM 6th Graders Win at
NorCal Chess Championship
Submitted by Zhan Li

The team of Austen Li and Jake Oxendine, 6th graders at Joaquin Moraga

Intermediate School, won first place in the 6th grade team competition

at the NorCal Chess Championship on May 30, 2011 in Fremont. More than

a hundred players from all over the Bay Area competed in four games of chess

over six hours of play.  Li and Oxendine have been playing chess for many

years and frequently compete at the Friday Chess Tournament in Walnut Creek

organized by the Berkeley Chess School. "Jake and I did really well as a team.

We are very happy about winning the first place prize for our school," said Li,

who also won second place in the individual category.

From left: A Bay Area Chess organizer, Jake Oxendine, and Austen Li
Photo provided

New Mural at JM
Submitted by Moose Wesler

Photo provided

6th graders at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School created the artwork for this charming mural
that was recently completed by their teachers, Kristin Anderson, Robin Anderson, Elaine Guttmann,
and Dawn Lezak along with art teacher Moose Wesler. The mural was funded by the PTA.

St. Perpetua Puts on a Show and Graduates Class of  2011
Submitted by Monica Chappell

Twenty-four 8th grade students graduated on Saturday, June 4th from St.
Perpetua School's K-8 program after celebrating one last Mass together; many
of the students having been classmates since kindergarten. Prior to
graduation, the eighth grade students shared an off campus retreat and
memories night. The celebration was extra special for the Hogan family – Sean
Hogan and his son Daniel are now both graduates of St. Perpetua School.
Graduates will go on to attend top-notch area high schools; Acalanes, Bentley,
Campolindo, Carondelet, De La Salle and Miramonte.    Photo Karen Goodshaw
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Teens Give Thumbs Up for
Rheem Dances
By Arianna Tong

Every month hundreds of teens gather at Mor-

aga’s New Rheem Theater to attend the re-

cently established Rheem Dances.  The celebrity

DJ’s who conceived of and produce these events

are Voni and Crank who have a dedicated follow-

ing in the San Francisco Bay Area. “We traveled

to Los Angeles, San Diego, Santa Monica, and

Hollywood, but no matter where we went, this

area is our favorite,” Crank explains. 

     

Although the dances attract teens from all

over the bay area, the majority of the attendees

are from Lamorinda.  Orinda’s Ryan Childers

loves the Rheem Dances:  “These dances are the

best thing that happened to Lamorinda. I like how

the DJ’s pump energy into the crowd and bring

the party to life.”  Aaron Sisneros agrees, “The

dances are awesome. ‘Freak Show’ was a lot of

fun. I like to dance.”

     

Rumors have circulated about drug and alco-

hol usage at these popular venues, but the DJ’s

firmly state their zero tolerance policy; security

is tight.  “Instead of kids going out to an unsafe

party with tons of drugs and alcohol, we want to

provide a safe environment where kids are mon-

itored by professional adult security for their per-

sonal safety.  They can have fun dancing and

socializing.  It’d be easy for us to offer eighteen

and older events only, but we want to give back

to the community by providing these dances for

the teens,” Crank says proudly. 

     

From the teen perspective, these dances are

an excellent way to spend a Friday or Saturday

night getting together, meeting new people, and

of course, dancing.  “I think the dances are a lot

of fun. The music is great,” comments high

school student Jazmine Derouen.

     

The Rheem Dances are theme-based with

subjects like Jungle Fever, Blast from the Past

and Cinco de Mayo, giving teenagers an oppor-

tunity to dress up and express their creativity. 

     

The next dance party Voni and Crank have

scheduled is called Summer Bash 2011, which

will be held on Saturday, June 18th.  Mark your

calendars, tell your friends, and grab your danc-

ing shoes, as this will be a party you won’t want

to miss!

Arianna Tong is a
freshman at Mira-
monte High school.
She likes to swim,
play water polo
and dance.
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Acalanes Senior Driven to Empower Women 
By Lucy Amaral 

With the goal of encouraging

women to let go of precon-

ceived identities and negative self-

image, Acalanes High School senior

Jordan Myers created "Unfinished

Business: Empowering Women and

Girls," a seminar and workshop held

May 24 at the Veterans Memorial

Building in Lafayette.  

      

"Everywhere females look, they

are told they are 'too this' or 'too that'

or 'not enough,' " said Myers.  "I cre-

ated this event in the hopes that they

could drop those stories and become

who they truly were meant to be."

      

Myers said she titled the event

"Unfinished Business," based on a

quote from U.S. Secretary of State,

Hillary Clinton, in which Clinton says

that 'the rights of women and girls is

the unfinished business of the 21st

century.'   "This struck something in-

side of me," Myers said.  "Women

suffer on a daily basis from various

things, and I believe when one

woman is empowered, she can then

go and empower ten more."

      

More than 100 people attended

Myers' event, which was developed

through her English 4 -WISE class.

The WISE program (Wise Individu-

alized Senior Experience) at Acalanes

serves as an alternative to the tradi-

tional English 4 or AP English 4.  It

gives students the opportunity to ex-

plore areas of interest through inde-

pendent projects or internships and

emphasizes real world, outside-the-

classroom experience.  Myers worked

for more than four months coordinat-

ing this event, guided by an in-school

mentor, as well as with her mother, an

event planner.  It was through her

mother that Myers met the event's

keynote speaker, Gina Otto.

      

A best-selling author, producer and

children's advocate, Otto read her book,

Cassandra's Angel, a modern-day fairy

tale about labels girls are given and take

on as their identity, and the power of

dropping those labels.  Using the book

as a backdrop, Otto illustrated the im-

portance of empowering women and

girls, the process of mentorship, and the

need for self-expression, personal

growth and self-esteem. 

      

Otto focused on the labels that

can be placed upon young girls, call-

ing them "Stories" and how young

women's insecurities can be based on

these stories.  She said the overriding

reaction that comes after the meetings

from women she speaks with is that

they didn't even know they had a

choice to drop the stories.  "They say

'This is how we live, this is how we've

been taught,'" said Otto.  "(After the

seminars) They will say:  'I didn't even

know I had a choice to take back my

own thoughts, own my own voice,

shine my own light.'"

      

Otto recently launched the Cas-

sandra's Angel Initiative to engage,

educate and empower American girls,

who in turn, will empower others.  

      

"The message is either you are the

story or you are the light.  And every

moment we get to choose: are we the

story or are we the light?" said Otto.

"And when we find that light, we light

up the whole world."

      

Myers said she didn't know what

result to expect from the event.  "I

thought maybe a few girls would be

impacted," she said.  "But the reality

was that every woman and girl in the

room was impacted.  I could not have

asked for better results."

      

Myers will attend UC Berkeley

next year and plans to major in Media

Studies.  She hopes to continue her ef-

forts to empower women through her

studies and her major.  "I find the

media fascinating as it is a huge part of

everyone's lives," she said.  "Unfortu-

nately, the media doesn't always have

the most positive impact on girls so I

hope with my work I can change that."

2011 Miramonte High School Community Service Award Ceremony
Submitted by Eloise Schneider

On Thursday, May 26, Mira-

monte High School recog-

nized 86 students from all grade

levels who went above and be-

yond to serve their community in

many different ways. Each year

the number of students who are

active in community service

grows.  This was a record-break-

ing year with 20+ students more

than last year receiving awards.

Students were presented the Pres-

ident’s Volunteer Service Award

for volunteering 100+ hours in a

12 month period.  Students under

the age of 15 received the award

for volunteering 50+ hours.  The

Miramonte High School Volun-

teer Service Award was presented

to students who qualified for the

Governor & First Lady’s Award

(that program was recently can-

celed by our Governor.) The

Community Service Award Pro-

gram is coordinated by Eloise

Schneider, College & Career Ad-

visor.  Principal Adam Clark  as-

sisted with the presentation of

awards. The Miramonte Parents

Club provided refreshments. 

Photo provided

A young crowd gathers for a dance
Photo courtesy Julian Edwards

Arianna Tong  Photo provided

DJ’s Voni and Crank on the billboard Photo courtesy Julian Edwards

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Acalanes senior Jordan Myers, and author and child advocate Gina Otto.  
Photo L. Amaral



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, June 8, 2011Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYC10

Chaos Tamer

(925) 310 437

www.chaos-tamer.com

When two strangers move to-

gether, there is a lot of thinking

and organizing that needs to take

place to harmonize two previ-

ously different ways of life. As a

newlywed, Rhea Abahazy has

hands-on experience with this

transition.

Abahazy also has a knack for or-

ganizing, along with training as

an interior designer and an entre-

preneurial drive. When she

moved to Lafayette a year ago

with her new husband, she de-

cided to launch her own business,

Chaos Tamer, a service that pro-

vides professional organization

and interior design for home and

offices.  

“I have always been organized,

but it is something that can also

be learned,” says Abahazy, “ It is

part of the profession: adapt or-

ganization principles to each per-

son, and decide, with them, what

items really enhance their lives

and which ones are holding them

back and need to be let go.”  

Abahazy studied interior design

at the Art Institute in San Fran-

cisco. She worked as an interior

designer for an architectural firm

in Oakland for many years before

deciding to combine that experi-

ence with her natural talent for

planning and organizing.  “I have

an inherent interest in how people

dwell in the spaces they inhabit,”

she says.  

Abahazy does not work with real

hoarders who, she believes, need

special attention.  Her clients are

normal people caught in the spiral

of busy lives, who are sometimes

dealing with emotional attach-

ments to things when they down-

size or become empty-nesters.

“The amount of time (it takes to

get organized) will depend on

how decisive people are when it

comes to parting from things,”

she says.  

Roos Pal Brings Her Indian

Cooking to Farmers’ Market

The Owner of Terzetto Cuisine in

Moraga is embarking in a new

culinary adventure.  Every Sun-

day morning she can be found at

the Moraga farmers’ market sell-

ing the Indian recipes she pre-

pared the night before.  Pal offers

authentic chicken or vegetable

entrees, to be taken home for a

real Indian dinner, or warm

samosas to be eaten on the spot. 

Coldwell Banker Residential

Brokerage

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

(925) 253-4600

Coldwell Banker Residential

Brokerage announced that John

Caronna has joined the company

as a sales associate in its Orinda

office. Prior to joining Coldwell

Banker Residential Brokerage,

Caronna worked for the past 12

years as a real estate investor spe-

cializing in small to mid-size

apartment buildings in addition to

owning and managing investment

properties locally. Caronna has

been on the board of the Educa-

tional Foundation of Orinda for

the past eight years. He may be

reached directly at (925) 253-

4648 or by e-mail to

John.Caronna@camoves.com. 

News from the three Chambers

of Commerce

Lafayette 

•   Monthly Mixer, June 8, 5:30-7

pm at The Stratford at Country-

wood, 1545 Pleasant Hill Road,

Lafayette.

•   Ribbon Cutting at East West

Kung Fu, June 9, 5-6 pm at 3684

Mt. Diablo Blvd. 

•   Shop Lafayette Committee

Meeting, June 14, noon-1 pm in

the Lafayette Chamber Confer-

ence Room.

•   Free workshop entitled, “Why

Blog — and How to Leverage

Social Media to Find More Read-

ers,” June 15, 8-9:30 am in the

Lafayette Library and Learning

Center. Sitting is limited – reserve

your seat at workshops@lafayet-

techamber.org. 

•   Entrepreneur’s Club, June 16,

8:30-9:30 am in the Lafayette

Chamber Conference Room.

•   Movies in the Park sponsored

by the City of Lafayette & the

Lafayette Chamber of Com-

merce: June 16th, How to Train

Your Dragon (rated PG), Plaza

Park, 8 pm.

Moraga   

Chamber Mixer, Tuesday, June

28, 6-8 pm, 455 Moraga Road

Ste. F, Moraga. Sponsored by 5A

Rent A Space and Neighborhood

Computers.

Orinda 

Business Neighborhood Watch

(see sidebar page A6): Tuesday,

June 28, 8:0) am at Table 24

Restaurant, 2 Theatre Square

#153, Orinda.  This meeting will

continue discussion about the cre-

ation of a business neighborhood

watch program. The Orinda Po-

lice Department will work collab-

oratively with the business

community to create a downtown

program to promote awareness

and discourage crime targeted at

Orinda businesses. All are invited

to attend and provide input as we

build a program designed to ef-

fectively mitigate crime in our

downtown.

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly Call 925-377-0977 today

business briefs

If you have a business brief to share, please contact  Sophie Braccini at 
sophie@lamorindaweekly.com or call the office 925-377-0977

Rhea Abahazy Photo provided

RecycleBank®

GET REWARDED FOR RECYCLING!
Call 888.727.2978 today to get started.

For More 
Information Visit 
www.wastediversion.org

Accepted recyclable items
Cardboard, Boxes, packages
Carbonless paper
Paper towel & toilet paper
Newspapers and inserts 
Salad dressing bottles (rinsed)
Aluminum foil (clean)
Aluminum pie plates
Tissue paper (gift type)

Junk mail
Magazines
Manila folders
Tubes
Jars
Post-its
Office paper
Paper bags
Milk jugs

Catalogs
Bottles
Water jugs
Metal
Cookie sheets
Pet food bags
Bleach bottles
Aluminum cans
Lids and caps

Pet food, Steel, Tin cans
Buckets without handles
Gift wrap (non-metallic)
Telephone books
Detergent bottles
Baby wipe containers
Envelopes with metal clasps
CRV beverage containers
(soda, water, juice)

Prescription bottles (empty)
Envelopes (plastic windows OK)
Shredded paper (in a paper bag)
Household cleaning containers (empty)
Shampoo & conditioner bottles
Glass (Rinsed; all colors; lids, caps OK)
Food cans (clean)
Detergent boxes
Egg cartons (paper only; no Styrofoam)

Food containers (no Styrofoam)
Tub containers (yogurt, cottage
cheese, margarine, #1-#7)
Plastic (Containers only; empty;
rinsed; with chasing arrows #’s1-5
& 7; lids, caps OK)

... and many more 
please check our website

www.facebook.com/CCCSWA

Orinda and Moraga Residents.

- New Custom Builds    
-  Additions    
-  Custom Kitchens    
-  Custom Baths
-  Doors/Windows    
-  Tile/Pavers

-  Foundations:
- Re-Leveling
- Structure Repair
- Drainage Systems

-  Retaining Wall

-  Electrical/Custom Wiring

510-385-8251 • MaraConst@comcast.net
W W W. M A R A C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20th YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

MARA CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

View projects and style ideas at our updated Website.

969 Moraga Rd., Lafayette in La Fiesta Square   

284-9616 •   www.sharpbicycle.com
M-W 10-6, Th-F 10-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

Full Service Bike Shop:
Repairs  |  Tune-ups  |  Fittings

Over 250 Bikes in Stock!

Can't find a parking place...
Go by Bike!

$519.95 
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The Cutting Edge of Water Use and Reuse
One Lafayette homeowner is a leader in Contra Costa County
By Sophie Braccini

W
hen John and Gwenn Lennox
decided to rebuild their home

in Lafayette, they knew they wanted it

to be energy efficient, to incorporate
sustainable materials and have a
drought resistant landscape –but they

never imagined they would end up
with home in which they used rain
water to wash the laundry and gray-

water to keep their lawn green.  

         
Architect Greg Faulkner came up

with the idea; contractor Tom Alder-
son contacted Brent Bucknum, owner
of Hyphae Design Laboratory, who
conceived a $30,000 self-sustaining
system that’s one of a kind in Contra
Costa County.

         
“The system we set in place is

two-fold,” explains Gwenn Lennox,
sipping tea at her matte red granite
counter. “Downspouts collect rain
water that drips along the butterfly
shaped roof; that water falls in sand
boxes that filter it and prevent leaves
and other debris from getting into the
storage.  The rainwater is stored in two
1,700 gallons containers that have
been buried under the patio.  A pump
sends the water back into the house to
be used for the laundry, for sinks in the
garage and the laundry room, and for
our water fountain.  The second part is
the gray-water recycling.”  

         
Gray-water recycling is the more

unusual component of a household
system.  Use of gray-water has become
very common in dry states, especially
for golf courses and large expanses of
landscape.  The same principles are ap-
plied here, but on a much smaller scale.
         

... continued on page D4

Gwenn Lennox shows the entrance to the gray-water collection tank. Photo Sophie Braccini

HOME SALESpresented by

LAMORINDA
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
MORAGA
2133 Donald Drive #9, 94556, ING Bank, 04-26-11, $223,906, 1224 sf, 2 bd

LAFAYETTE
3308 Berta Lane, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $946,000, 04-20-10
3454 Black Hawk Road, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1924 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 5-3-11
3684 Happy Valley Road, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3289 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-17-11
3330 Helen Lane, $735,000, 4 Bdrms, 2226 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $300,000, 11-21-96
1038 Lindsey Court, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2469 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-3-11
3450 Little Lane, $1,182,000, 3 Bdrms, 2861 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 5-3-11; Previous Sale: $1,215,000, 12-19-06
3591 Powell Drive, $1,470,000, 4 Bdrms, 2384 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 5-5-11
3958 Rancho Road, $1,286,500, 4 Bdrms, 3051 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-10-11; Previous Sale: $630,000, 02-09-93
968 Stow Lane, $920,000, 4 Bdrms, 3843 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 5-17-11
3354 Sweet Drive, $687,000, 3 Bdrms, 1535 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 5-11-11

MORAGA
2129 Ascot Drive #19, $97,500, 1 Bdrms, 432 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $239,000, 05-18-05
70 Ashbrook Place, $720,000, 4 Bdrms, 2030 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-17-11; Previous Sale: $225,000, 01-04-00
565 Augusta Drive, $790,000, 4 Bdrms, 2945 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 5-13-11
609 Augusta Drive, $738,000, 2 Bdrms, 1810 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 5-13-11
166 Cypress Point Way, $615,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 5-17-11
100 Devin Drive, $1,410,000, 4 Bdrms, 4273 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 10-16-02
475 Kingsford Drive, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 2240 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $1,120,000, 11-14-06
188 Miramonte Drive, $415,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-10-11
120 Miramonte Drive, $472,000, 2 Bdrms, 1772 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-6-11; Previous Sale: $235,000, 03-31-98
151 Natalie Drive, $810,000, 4 Bdrms, 1976 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-12-11; Previous Sale: $127,000, 12-20-77
228 Rheem Boulevard, $550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1517 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-6-11
61 Sanders Ranch Rd., $1,335,000, 4 Bdrms, 3522 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $790,000, 05-02-95
1866 School Street, $795,000, 4 Bdrms, 2055 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 5-5-11
4 Sparrow Court, $768,500, 4 Bdrms, 1776 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-10-11; Previous Sale: $562,000, 08-22-00
1707 St. Andrews Drive, $640,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $534,000, 07-03-02
2 Wingfoot Street, $961,000, 3 Bdrms, 2957 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 5-3-11; Previous Sale: $630,000, 10-02-92

ORINDA
106 Coral Drive, $675,000, 3 Bdrms, 1512 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 5-4-11; Previous Sale: $46,500, 06-22-73
19 Donald Drive, $1,335,000, 3 Bdrms, 3294 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 5-16-11; Previous Sale: $425,000, 06-28-85
108 La Espiral, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 3135 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $863,000, 08-02-02
19 Hilldale Court, $1,745,000, 5 Bdrms, 3552 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-11-11; Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 09-06-06
5 Kenmore Court, $940,000, 4 Bdrms, 2499 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-12-11; Previous Sale: $641,000, 11-19-99
18 Lavenida Drive, $726,000, 4 Bdrms, 1754 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 5-11-11; Previous Sale: $36,000, 08-07-70
26 Longridge Road, $715,000, 6 Bdrms, 1416 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-17-11; Previous Sale: $810,000, 10-20-08
121 Lombardy Lane, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2880 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $534,000, 12-31-97
649 Miner Road, $820,000, 4 Bdrms, 3114 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 5-6-11; Previous Sale: $525,000, 08-08-97
37 Oak Road, $1,447,500, 5 Bdrms, 4672 SqFt, 1994 YrBlt, 5-3-11; Previous Sale: $770,000, 01-22-97
164 Ravenhill Road, $972,500, 3 Bdrms, 2150 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 5-11-11; Previous Sale: $992,000, 02-28-06
48 Rheem Boulevard, $950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2668 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-17-11
515 Tahos Road, $1,211,500, 5 Bdrms, 4120 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-2-11; Previous Sale: $886,500, 05-24-95
15 Van Ripper Lane, $995,000, 8 Bdrms, 2328 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-9-11
41 Vista Del Mar, $1,065,000, 5 Bdrms, 3245 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-4-11

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
16 
15

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$687,000

$97,500
$675,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$1,600,000
$1,410,000
$1,745,000

15 Candlelight Lane
Lafayette
Built in 2005 this stunning 
4 bedroom + office, 3.5 bath
3417 sq. ft.  Craftsman style
home has a fabulous single level
floor plan & long list of
impressive finishes & features.
One of the most exceptional
homes you will see in 2011.
Great close in location in Reliez
Valley...walk to Springhill
Elementary and Acalanes High
School...just minutes to
downtown Lafayette, Walnut
Creek and BART. Virtual tour at
www.kurtpiper.com.

Offered at
$1,575,000.

Kurt Piper
THE PIPER GROUP

(925) 818-8000
kurt@kurtpiper.com
www.kurtpiper.com

DRE#01130308

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E



To register with Recycle Bank:
If you’ve lost the letter that contained your PIN number, no
problem – Go online to recyclebank.com and click on ‘register.’
Enter your information, including your address.
Get a new pin by mail or immediately with a message sent to
your cell phone; now you can complete your registration.

April 2011 Tons % Tons % % 
Recycled change Landfill change Recycled

Lafayette 785 +13 456 +/- 63
Moraga 486 +13 245 -17 66
Orinda 658 +13 333 -10 66

March 2011 Tons % Tons % % 
Recycled change Landfill change Recycled

Lafayette 691 +16 455 +12 60
Moraga 428 +16 295 +25 59
Orinda 579 +16 369 +15 61

Recycling in Lamorinda

The numbers below are provided by the Central Costa
County Solid Waste Authority (CCCSWA) and will be
included in the Lamorinda Weekly on an ongoing basis
when available.
The numbers published in our last issue, 5-25-11 were
incorrect. Please see revised numbers below.

Fill me up  
- please!

ELENA HOOD
REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030

LAFAYETTE

Visit  www.Orinda.com 
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

9 Merrill Drive, Moraga
Fabulous single level Sanders Ranch home, 

completely updated, 3332 sqft, with 4 Br, 3 Ba & 
3 car garage on a .45 acre lot.  Beautiful creekside 

setting with pool, spa, and lawns.
 $1,475,000           www.9MerrillDr.com

3 Wallabi Ct., Lafayette
Wonderful traditional home, over 2600 sqft, 

on a large lot with pool and spa.
 $1,035,000           www.3WallabiCt.com

6 La Quinta, Moraga CC
Desirable single level home on the golf  course 

with great open views.  2430 sqft with 3 Br, 
2.5 Ba. Updated baths, new kitchen appliances.

Quiet cul-de-sac.  Call for a private showing.  
  $950,000           www.6LaQuinta.com

It’s a Great Time to Move Up... or Down...     
Interest rates are still very low.  There are many wonderful homes 

for sale in Lamorinda.   Give us a call to talk about your move!

34 Brandt Dr, Moraga

5 Br, 3 Ba, 3586 sqft feet

Open Sunday 1-4

Coming Soon!

Sale Pending!

Coming soon!OUR HOMES    LAMORINDA WEEKLY            Pag  e: D3



The operating mode mimics natural wetlands
that purify water by acting like a sponge, and
extracting contaminants and nutrients
through their extensive root mass. “The sys-
tem is designed to divert, filter, store and dis-

perse the household gray-water to the drip ir-
rigation system,” explains Bucknum, “the
Lennoxs’ can divert the gray-water to sewer
(when they use harsh chemicals for clean-
ing), or to the in-house treatment system.”

Bucknum created a mini wetland
expanse on the side of the house that looks
like a pretty, ornamental garden.   Gray-
water that’s water collected from the bath-
room showers and sinks, as well as from the
laundry room, is reused to water the lawn
and many plants (but not the vegetable gar-
den). Designing such a system required
building a double plumbing system to sep-
arate the collection of recycled and non-re-
cycled waters. 

Although the process is well
known internationally and has been in use
all over the world, it was a first for the
Lafayette Planning Department and Contra
Costa Building Inspectors.  “The City of
Lafayette really helped us in the process,”
said Lennox, “they were willing to listen and
facilitate.”

           
“Water is a resource that we need to

conserve and we loved the concept,” said
Lafayette City Planner Greg Wolf, “the
Contra Costa Building Department looked
at the intent of the rules and kept the big
picture in mind.  It was a learning process
for us all.”  The planner hopes to see more
of such systems in the future coming for ap-
proval in Lafayette, “These are becoming
more common practices,” said Wolf, “they
just are not main-stream, yet.”
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The Cutting Edge of Water Use and Reuse
... continued from page D1

Purple drip lines containing gray-water irri-
gate the lawn.

R E A L  E S T A T E

Joan Cleveland
Broker, MBA

Office: 925-254-0505
Cell: 925-200-2909  
joancleve@aol.com

DRE# 00592537

◆ Extensive experience
◆ Acknowledged integrity

◆ Exceptional results

Access to the rainwater containers
under the patio

Downspouts direct water to sand basin Photos Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Weekly  
Please call for advertising

925-377-0977
Delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda. 

24,200 printed copies and it’s all 
online:  www.lamorindaweekly.com



Offered at $2,795,000

MAJESTIC, FRENCH PROVENCAL ESTATE

For further details on this exquisite property please visit: 

      

www.dudum.com

REALTOR®
   

  
 

ANGIE CLAY

Opening Doors of Opportunity...
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California wisdom
To envision a cohesive place 
where home, landscape, site 
and interior are in perfect unison…
 
To design a compelling, timeless 
and innovative environment 
that’s more with less…

To venture beyond the 
standard-issue home that’s 
custom for everyone but you…
 
ORR Design Offi ce—a unique and rare 
fi rm, approaching the design of 
your home from a new perspective.

925.587.4200  www.ORRdesign.com 
Buildings  Interiors  Landscapes

CLA 2621



Troy Feddersen     925-550-2353
   Broker Associate   www.TroyFed.com 
J. Rockcliff, Realtors    Troy@Rockcliff.com

Excellence  Expertise

DRE# 1835783 

 Thinking About Buying?
There’s a saying that your biggest gains 
are to be made when you buy, not sell. 

Take advantage of once-in-a-generation 
home buying opportunities this spring, 

Get the most for your money by working 
with a professional buyer agent. 
A market expert, with a plan for you.

Top 4 Opportunities in 2011

1) Buy foreclosures in select neighborhoods and cities in Contra Costa 
County, for strong rental income returns, with future appreciation. 

2) Buy a home in Lafayette, Moraga, or Orinda, in a rare buyer’s market. 
3) Sell in the under $1,000,000 range in Lamorinda, where sales are now 

improving, and move up to your dream house in a higher price range 
where the best negotiating opportunities exist. 

4) Downsize, and sell in Lamorinda, where the market has not dropped as 
much, then buy a great one-story home at a bargain price in a nice 
neighborhood where homes have dropped more.  Keep a low property 
tax by transferring it to the new house within Contra Costa County. 

Talk to Troy ! 

.

Realtors
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Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

CALL AN ARBORIST
The most common reason a tree owner calls an
arborist is concern that something is wrong with a
tree. It may be that some of the leaves are discolored, a branch has died, or perhaps the
entire tree has been dropping leaves. Sometimes the cause of the concern is a minor
problem that is easily explained and corrected. Other times the problem is more
complex-with several underlining causes and a remedy that requires treatments
extending over several years. Unfortunately, there are instances in which the problem
has gone undetected for so long that the tree cannot be helped, and the only option is
removal. If an arborist had been called earlier, perhaps the tree could have been saved.
So  don’t  wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by a Certified Arborist at
Advance Tree Service and Landscaping.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

One of a Kind in Orindawoods

220 The Knoll, Orinda

Desirable end
unit with many
custom features:
Gracious floor plan,
wonderful natural light,
beautiful hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, and lovely decks.
This 2500 plus square foot home features an informal eating
area adjacent to the "cooks" kitchen, inviting family room,
separate office, formal dining room and gracious living room
with game alcove. The amenities are numerous, quality is
excellent, and the home welcomes all with warmth and
sophistication. www.220TheKnoll.com   

An Excellent Value offered at $849,000
Presented by

SUE LAYNG
Cell: 925-963-7189
Sue@SueLayng.com
www.SueLayng.com
DRE # 000970956
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93 Moraga Way, Suite 103   Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Marianne Greene
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
I. Bruce Maxon
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

21 North Lane
Charming 4bd/2.5ba family living nr all
conveniences + top-rated elem. school. Enjoy well-
maint living spaces w/kit/fam rm combo accessing
outside. Remod baths, hdwd flrs.

Offered at $839,000

Sunday Open House 

ORINDA

207 Orchard Road
Charming 3bd/2ba in approx 1700 sf on great lot
w/views. Features hdwd flrs, dual panes, great floor
plan. Sparkling pool, level lawn & veggie garden.
Conv to schools, shopping & public transp.

Offered at $850,000

ORINDA

97 Coral Drive
Fabulous 4bd + office in Ivy Dr. neighborhood. Beaut
updated chef's kitchen opens to fam rm. Hdwd flrs,
skylights, dual panes, fenced lvl yd. Walk to 12 yrs.
schools + MVP tennis/swim club.

Offered at $899,000

ORINDA

8 Irving Court
Quintessential Sleepy Hollow 3bd/2ba charmer -

updated rancher on cul de sac, vaulted ceilings,

hdwd flrs, ready to go! Level out yard. 

Photos: www.8IrvingCt.com.

Offered at $949,000
ORINDA

18 La Vuelta
Custom “Old Orinda” home above Lake Cascade,
updated with quality but keeping the original warmth
& charm. Approx 4100 sf on .33 ac of stunning
landscaping, inviting brick patios.  Sep 1bd/1ba apt
above garage.      Offered at $1,650,000

ORINDA

136 Manzanita Court
Spectacular newly blt 4000 sf custom Santa Barbara
style home seldom found in area. 4bd/3.5 ba of
incredible design & custom appointments. 
A world of charm.

Offered at $1,849,000

ORINDA

69 Tara Road
Very special 4bd/3.5ba hm of great style, lovely
decor & quality ehancements. 4382 sf of ideal
spaces, high ceilings + ofc. Pvt gated 1 acre
w/outstanding outdoor areas. Views too.              

Offered at $1,865,000

MORAGA

4 Dolores Court
Well-maintained + charming living w/vaulted
ceilings, updated kitchen/baths, hdwd flrs + great
style. Ideal privacy on cul-de-sac, very quiet.
Beautiful gardens & patios, lovely setting.

Offered at $565,000
MORAGA

818 Augusta Drive
Spacious MCC townhouse w/idyllic setting.
Backs to babbling brook. Frml LR & DR. Fam
area off kitchen. 3bd/2.5ba + bonus room.
Ownership incl club amenities. Top-rated schools.

Offered at $639,000

MORAGA

11 Buckingham Drive
Terrific 3bd/2ba home! Open floor plan with
remodeled living, dining rms & kitchen. Expanded
master. Great yard with new paver patio and large
lawn.

Offered at $785,000

MORAGA

66 Shuey Drive
Fabulous beautifully remodeled 4bd + office, 
2.5 bath with VIEWS, lawn & pool. 
Over 2900 sf w.amazing finish work. 
Party central!

Offered at $1,315,000

LAFAYETTE

3363 St. Mary's Road
Classic ranch on premium lot set back from road.
Near Laf/Moraga trail. Great oppty for Lafayette
schools. Nice outdoor spaces + pool. LR w/frplc &
vaulted beam ceiling. Granite counters in kitchen.

Offered at $819,000
LAFAYETTE

3221 Apache Court
Burton Valley charmer. 4bd/3ba on beautifully
landscaped .31 acre lot. Great floor plan, salt water
pool, cul-de-sac location. Updated baths, close to
school & park.

Offered at $1,250,000

LAFAYETTE

8 Hawks Hill Court
Absolutely stunning pano views of Mt. Diablo, hills
& Carquinez straits. Custom blt by owner in 2006
w/mstr suite, LR, DR, FR, kit on main lvl, 3 bds &
2nd fam rm on lower lvl. Many custom features.

Offered at $1,798,000

LAFAYETTE

3460 La Caminita
Stunning Tuscany-style 4200 sf custom 5bd/4ba
home blt in 1991 on 3 acres! 18' ceilings, maple
floors, views, privacy, geothermal
heating/cooling system.

Offered at $1,998,000

WALNUT CREEK

3030 Walnut Blvd.
Walnut Heights 3bd/2ba mid-century rancher
on .40 acre lot w/pool! Needs updating & work
but good potential w/room to add on.
Hardwood floors in most rooms.

Offered at $569,000
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