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please...

...thanks

Need help with writing,
speaking, performing, or life
challenges? Empowerment
expert Cynthia Brian, listens

to your requirements,
assesses your needs, and

helps you achieve 
your goals.

PO Box 422, Moraga  |  925-377 -STAR

cynthia@star-style.com  |  www.star-style.com

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 8/31/11.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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New Location

Lamorinda Alcohol Policy
Coalition Survey Results
By Sophie Braccini

The Lamorinda Alcohol Pol-

icy Coalition recently re-

leased the results of a survey that

was sent to parents of students in

Lamorinda’s public middle and

high schools in Lafayette/Mor-

aga/Orinda, via the schools’ infor-

mation distribution networks. In

a nut shell, although a vast major-

ity of participating parents indi-

cated they themselves refuse to

serve alcohol to minors, a signif-

icant portion of them know, or

suspect, that others do.

     

Almost half of these inter-

ested parents are not sure about

the legal consequences of provid-

ing, or allowing minors to con-

sume, alcoholic beverages in their

homes while they are present.

“What this means to me is that the

Coalition needs to continue its

awareness campaign in Lamor-

inda,” said Coalition Coordinator

Jamie Rich.

     

The first question on the sur-

vey asked if parents could pro-

vide alcohol to their teen’s friends

in their home.  About 95% of the

484 parents responded ‘no’ to that

question, with only four saying

yes and 16 stating that they were

not sure.  However, 67 said that

they were sure that some parents

host parties where alcohol is

available to teens, and 78 said that

this was probably the case –so

roughly one-third of parents be-

lieve that other parents are host-

ing teen parties where alcohol is

available.  An additional 18% of

parents said they were unsure of

what is going on in the commu-

nity.

     

“I can’t say that the results

were surprising, I was hoping that

most people knew that it is wrong

to serve alcohol to minors,” said

Rich.  Asked about the discrep-

ancy between an overwhelming

majority of people that refuse to

serve alcohol, but more than half

of the same people saying that it

might be happening, Rich replied,

“People who serve alcohol (to mi-

nors) probably didn’t want to an-

swer the survey,” she said, “they

would rather not confront the fact

that they are doing something

that’s against the law.”  

     

Rich was surprised that most

parents have a very limited

knowledge of the law, as indi-

cated by responses to a precise

question regarding social hosting

ordinances.  “The Coalition needs

to promote the content of the law

in Lamorinda,” said Rich.  “The

more visible it is, the more par-

ents are likely to talk to each

other about the whole issue. A lot

of what I do is promoting discus-

sion among generations and

among parents.”  

     

Moraga’s police chief, Robert

Priebe, explains the legal scene.

“The California Penal Code (sec-

tion 272) characterizes this crime

(contributing to the delinquency

of a minor) as a misdemeanor

with a fine not to exceed $2,500,

or by imprisonment in county jail

for not more than 1 year, or by

both fine and imprisonment, or by

probation not to exceed 5 years,”

says the Chief, adding that both

Moraga and Orinda have enacted

Social Hosting Ordinances. “Our

local ordinance, passed in 2001,

is an infraction with penalties

(base fines) of up to $100 for con-

viction of first offense, $200 the

second, and $300 for the third and

subsequent convictions. How-

ever, the base fines are increased

dramatically by state penalties

and assessments.”

     

Rich will continue the cam-

paign this summer and fall.  The

Coalition, which is funded by

Contra Costa County Health

Services, will be at local events

such as Lafayette’s Art and Wine

Festival.  All members of the

community are invited to attend

the Coalition’s meetings that are

held monthly from 10:00 a.m. -

11:30 a.m. in the Orinda City Hall

Community Room, 22 Orinda

Way.  The next meetings will be

on July 20, August 17 and Sep-

tember 21.  Jaime Rich can be

contacted at Jaime@chd-preven-

tion.org
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Quality of Life
for your Loved One

Call Today!

 Personal Hygiene Assistance

 Light Housekeeping

 Errands & Transportation

 Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

 Medication Reminders

 Up to 24-hour Care
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THE NEW
RHEEM
THEATRE

The First Annual
MORAGA JAZZ 

FESTIVALpresents
Sunday, August 7th, 2011
2 PM - 5 PM at The New Rheem Theatre

Alex de Grassi Roger Glenn

Mary Jenson Carol Alban Frank Martin

Tickets:
$20 for General Admission

$15 for Students

available for purchase at
The New Rheem Theatre's Box Offi ce,
at www.TheNewRheemTheatre.com

or call 925.388.0752 for information

FEATURING

Barbara Higbie
Victoria Theodore
Aushim Chaudhuri
Kai Eckhardt
George Brooks
Steve Sage
Marc Levine  
Bob Scott

Rafael Manriquez
Alvenson Moore
Napoleon Revels-Bey
Viviana Guzman
David Thomas 
Roberts
Chelsea Martin
Tommy Gates 
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Please submit  
Letters and Opinions:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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