Wednesday, July 20, 2011

www.lamorindaweekly.com

New Children’s
Librarian at Lafayette

Library and
Center

By Cathy Tyson

Learning

Jenna Skinner and her special friend Buck Buck in the Children’s section

of the Lafayette Library and Learning Center.

€€ B eing a children's librarian is
the best job in the world, and
I want them (young patrons) to know
how much I love being here!” said
new Youth Services Librarian Jenna
Skinner. Before moving on to details
of her new job, I have to meet Buck
Buck, “she’s my ambassador,” the
well behaved and non-threatening
chicken helps little ones feel more
comfortable during story time.

With a gentle manner, resem-
blance to Snow White, and a pitch
perfect “inside” voice Skinner is the
newest addition to the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center staff. She
replaces popular kids’ librarian Miss
Donna who retired after sixteen years
with the County Library system.

“We feel so fortunate to have
Jenna join our library team, especially
on the heels of the fabulous Miss
Donna,” said Susan Weaver, Senior
Community Library Manager.
“Jenna is so creative, knowledgeable
and passionate about reading and
children, that even in the short time
she's been with us, she's brought so
much to our story times and pro-
grams.”

Skinner is impressed with the en-
thusiasm of kids for their summer
reading program, “They come and re-
port their progress to us, and tell us
that they've set additional goals for
themselves such as finishing early or
reading beyond the requirements.
Things like that make my day. Our
readers have a lot to be proud of!”

Another big part of the job is story
time, “My favorite time of the day, I
try to make it age appropriate and
have a theme — recently it was three
different books about animals.”

Back to back story times, on
Mondays and Thursdays, accommo-
date an ever growing group of partic-
ipants, keeping her plenty busy. In
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addition to stories read aloud, there
are songs and fingerplays. Mother
Goose story time is geared toward
kids up to three years old, sessions are
held at 10:15 and 10:55. Preschool
story time follows Mother Goose at
11:30. For this group, “Miss Jenna”
focuses on kindergarten readiness —
things like raising your hand and
counting.

From her early childhood days in
southern California, Skinner has al-
ways been a big fan of the library,
“My parents are huge readers.” Both
of them are teachers — her father is a
college professor and her mother
teaches middle school.

For the past dozen years she’s
lived in northern California, getting
her Bachelor’s degree from San Fran-
cisco State and a Master’s in Library
Science from San Jose State Univer-
sity. The specialized SJSU program
focuses on developing early literacy
skills like narration, vocabulary and
sound recognition; “It’s all about
preparing the kids to read,” said Skin-
ner.

Although she just started at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter in mid-June, she’s already getting
to know quite a few of the regular
pint-sized patrons. Prior to this posi-
tion, she was the Youth Services Li-
brarian in Oakley.

A new book club for tweens —
fourth through sixth graders — is on
the drawing board, and Skinner is
hoping to expand story times to in-
clude family members. The Lafayette
Library and Learning Center has so
much to offer toddlers to grown-ups,
starting with air conditioning and a
food-friendly policy (check out the
convenient Book Mark Café next
door), even an adult summer reading
program with prizes, what’s not to
like?

The City of Lafayette and the Chamber of Commerce Present
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~ Shop the Farmers Market...Stay for the
- show as part of Lafayette’s Village nights.

location

LAFAYETTE PLAZA

(corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd. and Moraga Rd.)

cost

FREE

time

SUNDOWN

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
SRR

A3

£ 925-377-0977 Page:

-

127 Shuey Dr., Moraga
* 5Br, 3.5 Ba, 3934 sqft feet
* Beautifully remodeled
!+ Great outdoor entertaining
Offered at $1,,275,000
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Buyers are hurrying to get in before schools start...

There is still time to put your house on the market for this selling
season. Give us a call to talk about your options.

I I& al!!uinta, Moraga CC . II

Desirable sing._}c level home on the golf course
* with great open views. 2430 sqft with 3 Br,
2.5 Ba. Updated baths, new kitchen appliances.
Quiet cul-de-sac. $5,000 for buyer’s closing costs.
$950,000 www.6LaQuinta.com

ELENA HOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030

ORINDA ¢« MORAGA

9 Metrill Drive, Moraga
Fabulous single level Sanders Ranch home,
updated, 3332 sqft, with 4 Br, 3 Ba & 3 car garage
on a .45 acre lot. Beautiful creekside setting
with pool, spa, and lawns.
$1,475,000

a

www.9MertillDt.com

LAFAYETTE
34 Brandt Drive, Moraga "
Beautiful updated home in Sanders Ranch. This £ .-
home is 3586 sqft, 5 Br, 3 Ba, with pool and spa. T

$1,549,000 www.34BrandtDr.com

Visit www.Orinda.com
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

Summer Specials
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Spa Pedicure & Manicure with
long massage $30.00 (Reg. $35.00)

f E:?a-!; Lo Nails & Foot Massage 1*-
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Waxing, $25 & up with $5 off

Try our Acrylic Nails, no yellowing, no
chipping. Long lasting nail care!

Call today 925-299-6779

3570 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
M-F 9:30am-7pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life

Excellent Care

AT HOME on a daily basis.
HEG”TEEILﬁp crliim « Fully bonded and insured
% : « Geriatric care management
K « Hourly care
At All Times..., » Live-in care
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette ° Tran.sp ortatlop to and from
(beside Trader Joe’s) medical appointments

www.excellentcareathome.com « Medication reminders

An exceptional neighborhood
deserves exceptional service.

When you call Bank of America, you can rest assured that our top priority is
providing the information you need to make well-informed home financing
decisions. We bring personal service to the neighborhood, including:

e A wide variety of home financing options
e A convenient and efficient home loan process

As part of the Bank of America family, | will work closely with you to make
sure your home financing experience is one that you'll be glad to tell your
friends and associates about.

If you would like information about your home loan options, contact me today.

Megan Kermani

Retail Sales Manager

NMLS ID: 633587

925.208.2453
megan.kermani@bankofamerica.com
http://mortgage.bankofamerica.com/megankermani

Bank of America %2> Home Loans

Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates,
terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC. £2Y Equal Housing Lender.
©2009 Bank of America Corporation. 00-62-0115D 01-2011 ARR1J500






